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“Science is bound by the everlasting law of honour to face fearlessly
every problem which can fairly be presented to it.”—Lorp KELVIN.

“For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed ; neither hid,
that shall not be known.”—LUKE 12: 2.
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NOTES TO READERS

[December 1910 marks the year from which certain
statements in the body of this work must be reckoned.]

This presentation of facts does not pretend to be a collection of original
discoveries, nor is it a polished literary work. It is a gathering together of
the latest scientific, religious, and philosophical discoveries, 2 technical
statement of facts reviewed in the light of the great truth that is now
breaking in upon a waiting and wondering world, weary of useless theories
and sick of speculative hypotheses.

The main points dealt with were touched upon, more or less fully, in a
lecture delivered at Letchworth, Hertfordshire, on August 12, 190g.
Having been asked to revise this for publication, I commenced to amplify
it. As the work progressed, it was found necessary to give facts and to
further elaborate and treat in detail the logical sequence of thought in
order to show the accuracy of the statements made. The fact that the work
has had to be done when already the whole of the day was taken up with
important professional duties, has rendered it impossible to do more than
present a mere succession of statements, which make no claim to literary
merit. ‘“Variety of language or beauty of diction must give place to close
analysis and unembellished thought” under. such circumstances.

In dealing with such infinite and vital subjects as God and man and the
universe, it is essential to preserve a sense of order, and state apparent
difficulties, before presenting their remedy. For this reason I would ask
the reader to spend no time upon such points in the first section as are
already known to him. On a second reading more attention may be given
to this portion, the value of which will then be better recognised.

Some may complain of the positiveness with which most of the state-
ments of fact are made. Time alone will prove to most people whether they
are correct or not.

Any hesitation in accepting the facts herein set forth will be found to
give way when these are submitted to the test of the action of the unalter-
able laws upon which they are based. It is within the power of each reader
to demonstrate for himself the truth of such facts by application of the
rules as stated. .

I can promise that no regrets will follow any time spent in study of the
laws referred to, when followed by practice of the habits of thought to
which attention is directed.

I feel sure that the Principle which has been followed throughout will
be sufficient to provide a logical solution of any difficulty, raised by the
simplest or deepest thinkers, either in the scientific or the religious worlds,
in connection with the vast subjects dealt with. ,

The reason for giving many of the quotations throughout this work is
not for the purpose of proof, but to show how earnestly great thinkers, of
past and present times, have been and are now reaching out in search of a
scientific basis of knowledge, an unalterable Principle upon which they
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vi NOTES TO READERS

could absolutely rely. I shall be grateful for any better quotations forth-
coming as a result of this publication of facts.

Unfortunately, in a few cases references cannot be given to the writers,
as the quotations are taken from miscellaneous notes made in the past. In
a few instances also I cannot even be quite sure whether the words are
my own notes or extracts from books read. I have also failed in many cases
to give the writers’ qualifications, and shall be grateful for any particulars
which will enable me in a future edition to give credit where credit is due,
or will allow readers to verify such quotations for themselves. In places,
phrases are shown as quotations without a reference to the known author,
and this for reasons that will be appreciated as the book is read and its
motives discerned.l

Numerous quotations from the Bible are-also given, as many of the
most earnest thinkers naturally value every confirmation of truth from this
source. Those who have had Christianity so put before them that their
logical minds will not allow them to adopt mis-stated truths, may think
that such references are too frequent. I hope that a large and important
body of thinkers will bear with this, owing to the fact that there are so
many who are helped by such confirmatory quotations. Each can, if he
prefers, pass them over,-and apply his whole attention to discover the truth

. as otherwise expressed. On reading through a second time, however, such

25

3

[}

readers will find in these Bible quotations an unexpected witness to every
statement of truth that has been put forward. It should be clearly under-
stood, however, that the scientific facts set forth in no way depend upon
even this most valuable testimony, as they are facts which are based upon
no written statement, but rest upon an unalterable Principle. They are
demonstrable living truths, which will lift the reader away from the mere
field of material battle, where evil is uncovered only to be destroyed, into
the spiritual realm of harmonious reality. This kingdom, for which we are
all Jooking, is the new heaven and the new earth, the world of reality, which
is merely waiting man’s recognition and acceptance.

!EpiTor’s NoTE: In conformity with the author’s later statement in footnote
on page 316, these references are now given.



PREFACE

The value of Life Understood from a Scientific and Religious Point of
View is not to prove that all disease is mental, as medical men are rapidly
coming to this conclusion; nor is it to prove that matter is mental pheno-
mena, and can be caused to appear and disappear by thought, although the
scientific difference between the two methods in which this can be done s
is given; one,. the harmful and exhausting way in which witches and
sorcerers of old worked, and the way in which black magic workers and
hypnotists of the present day work, namely, with the human mind, which
inevitably leads to sin, disease, and death; the other, the marvellous and
inspiring way in which Jesus the Christ worked, namely, by turning in 1o
thought to God, thus steadily revealing perfect health, holiness, and
happiness. :

The value of Life Understood is to enable the reader to demonstrate
daily what true prayer is. It shows demonstrably what God is. It lays bare
and scatters to the winds the mistaken theories of natural science. It sets 15
out exactly the difference between the right and wrong methods of working
mentally, as now proved by thousands of workers. It gives the scientific
proofs of this difference, and shows clearly how every one can work in
the right way. This is of vital importance, as in a few years’ time every
intelligent person will be a mental worker. Advanced thinkers of all classes 20
are now investigating the effect of thought and getting wonderful results,
and the reports of their investigations soon will be made public, confirming
beyond a shadow of doubt the most important of the statements put
forward herein.

There is a hard and fast line drawn between the two methods of working 25
mentally, and Jesus pointed out the difference more than once. If, when
you are praying you are thinking of reality, that is, of God or heaven, of the
Christ or the spiritual man, you are helping your patient, yourself, and the
world. If, on the contrary, you are thinking of the material man or the
material world—whatever you may be thinking about them—you are 30
harming your patient, harming yourself, and doing no good to the world.
Even by strong, determined thinking, or will-power, you can neither
destroy the evil thoughts that attack you or others, nor purify the so-called
human mind; you merely alter the electrical tension of what is scientifically
spoken of as the lines of force of which the ether is composed. Troubles 35
invariably follow. God, namely, Truth and Love, the Principle of all good,
alone heals, and this by destroying the so-called cause of the evil, under its
name of the devil in theology, the ether in the scientific world, and mortal
mind amongst the metaphysical sects. Although few recognise it, these
are the same as the unconscious or subconscious mind, subliminal self, 40
etc., of the modern psychologist.

A great change has taken place since the first edition of Life Understood
was published. The recognition of the pseudo-mental power of mortal
mind and of the truth that sets man free has been increasing with great
rapidity. Mental working is now used in a large number of hospitals; in 45
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fact, an official statement sent out by the Ministry of Pensions says, ‘“what
may almost be called ‘ten-minute cures’ of disabled men by psycho-
therapy at Seale Hayne Military Hospital, Newton Abbot, are described
by Mr. William S. London in the War Pensions Gazette.”” At the same time,
some of the most advanced workers who have becen using mental sug-
gestion for a long time have found that it is not satisfactory. The London
Times criticised the Government action above mentioned, saying, “No
good purpose is likely to be served by propaganda of this kind.”

The Churches are also awakening to the fact that mental healing is
possible, and in Great Britain several associations of Church members
have been formed for the practice of divine healing. Most of the workers,
however, are using the human mind—are, in fact, unconsciously curing by
hypnotism. At the same time, many spiritually minded clergymen and
ministers, recognising the error of that method, are healing their fellow-
men of sin, disease, and trouble in the way taught and demonstrated by
Jesus the ‘Christ, namely, by the realisation of God.

The world in general has now recognised that we are on the eve of a
great change, and the only question is what that change will be. We
know that the only real change must be fundamental, and one that can only
be effected through the recognition by the majority of mankind of the
effects of true prayer. Our great need is to know what constitutes true
prayer. For countless centuries man has endeavoured to solve the mystery
of life, and for nearly two thousand years he has struggled to know the
truth, the truth that Jesus declared would set man free. This knowledge
of the truth is knowledge of God and leads to true prayer, conscious com-
munion with God. God is the great I AM, Life, Truth, Love, Mind, Soul,
Spirit, all substance, and intelligence, and therefore the Principle of good.1
This divine Principle, omnipotent and universal, inevitably and instantly
works, destroying evil, if even for a moment a man stops thinking wrongly
and thinks rightly. God, being no respector of persons, hears the prayers
of a sinner just as much as those of a saint, if only the sinner prays rightly,
that is, in accordance with divine rule, or Principle. I have to thank many
réaders of Life Understood who have written to me, giving me details of
how, by putting into practice the truths stated, they have, to their great
joy, been able to help not only themselves but their fellow-beings, in a
number of instances and in a great variety of ways. This is the natural
outcome of true religion, when wedded to true science, and should be
our sole aim in this world of agonising suffering. There is no proof of any
theory but results.

All the prophets and all modern leaders of thought have foretold the
troubles, in fact, the horrors, that are coming as a prelude to the end of the
belief in matter. The signs of some are so evident that they are now being
foreseen by scientific men and experts. They will affect us if, instead of
obeying the covenant set out by Moses, and having only one God, absolute
good, and being constantly in conscious communion with God—thinking
of good—we think wrongly, being attacked by devilish thoughts, which we
intensify instead of destroy. Hitherto, fortunately, the thoughts have not

EdldSee Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, p. 587, 1. 5, Mary Baker
Bddy.



PREFACE ix

been strong enough for the results immediately to follow. When everyone
recognises the effect of so-called thought, conditions entirely change, and
a thought of evil is instantly followed by dire punishment.

We cannot hasten-or delay the final end of all evil by even a day, but
what we can do is to reduce the amount of sufféring. What is of still greater
importance, we can bring others to a knowledge of the truth that sets us
free. They, then, in their turn, not only can help to reduce the suffering
around, but can start others on this mission of mercy, and in this way,
like a snowball, the knowledge of truth grows until “they shall all know me
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more” (Jeremiah
31:34). “The night cometh when no man can work,” and if a man allows
too much time to pass before he learns how to think rightly, the golden
opportunity appears to have been lost; and, when he wants to learn, the
evil is too intense. He then has to suffer, unless someone more fortunate
comes to his aid. Even now, a mental worker, when the evil is too great,
cannot properly protect himself, and has to seek help. At the end, so busy
will all true workers be in relieving the suffering around them, that the
sluggard may have to solve the problem himself, suffering until he reaches
the true idea of the Principle at work.

‘What each of us has to do is to learn how to think rightly, systematically,
that is to say, how to pray in a scientific manner, in the way that Jesus the
Master taught and demonstrated, which way is clearly set out herein.
In this way, not only can we protect ourselves, and those who are near and
dear to us, when the evil time comes, but as wide a circle of others as
possible.l Love it is that enables us, in fact, causes us to do this. Love is,
and always has been, the only power. This recognised and demonstrated,
is the solution of life.

The Bible refers, under different names, to the two-edged sword of
truth, by which we can protect ourselves against these fiendish thoughts.
One edge is what is called “‘the denial”’—the denial of the existence of the
evil in heaven—whereby the wrong thoughts causing the trouble are
destroyed. The second is ‘‘the affirmation”—the realisation, or dwelling in
thought, on the opposite good in heaven—whereby the so-called human
mind is purified by the action of God, so that each time it becomes less
susceptible thereafter to the action of the wrong thoughts until, ultimately,
they have no effect whatever.

I have been interested to see that those most ready to adopt the view that
I have taken, have been advanced mental workers who by their results
prove their understanding of the effect of thought, and good business men
who are, as a rule, logical thinkers, although until recently it has been
difficult to get them to give the necessary time to prove the facts for them-
selves, and come into the firing line. '

After a laborious day in her hospital, the rest of Sister Dora was con-

1 The Society for Spreading the Knowledge of True Prayer was formed with the
object of helping people to understand the difference between prayer by.supphg:a-
tion to God—regarded as a person or distant potentate—to do something which
would often be harmful if brought about, and prayer by the realisation of the per-
fection of God and man.
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stantly broken by the sound of a bell which rang at the head of her bed
when any sufferer required her. On that bell was engraved : ““The Master is
come and calleth for thee.” Our Master is calling now. “The Father

LRI

seeketh such to worship him,” “in spirit and in truth.”

The following remarks would come more naturally in an addendum,
but I have inserted them in this Preface as they are more likely to be seen.

The first and most important fact is that there is nothing but God and
His manifestation; the only wisdom, the only power, the only activity,
the only consciousness, the only movement, is that of God. The material
ro man is a mere dream man, and is best expressed as a series of mechanical
cinematographic pictures, having no life or intelligence, flashing by and
hiding heaven from us. It looks as if an effect was always preceded by a
cause, but this is only because nearly always the cinema pictures were fixed
in this way at the so-called beginning of the material world, and so fixed
without rhyme or reason. The same cause is not always, or even often,
followed by the same effect, as it would be if there were true cause and
effect.

It can be conclusively proved that the material man has no free-will
of any kind or description, and when a man grasps this fact there are many
20 advantages therefrom. The most important is that he gives up trying to

do things materially, and relies upon true prayer to bring about what is

good, knowing that it is only through the action of God that any improve-
ment in what is otherwise predestined can come about. Another great
advantage is that he does not blame other people for doing what is wrong,
25 however bad it may be, but treats, and so mitigates the punishment that
such wrongdoing must entail on the wrongdoer, although there is no
method by which the victim can avoid the wrongdoing except by true
prayer. Man cannot cause evil or increase evil. All the evil in the material
world, past, present, or future, was there at the so-called beginning of the
30 material world, and all that takes place is the steady self-destruction of evil
through the action of God.
Shortly, the proofs that man has no free-will are as follows :—

wv

I

w

1. St. Paul, in the New Testament, teaches that predestination is a fact;

fatalism, however, is not true, because every time a man turns in thought

35 to God some of the evil disappears, and must disappear. This, however,

is due to the action of God, not to the action of the human being. Ulti-

mately, the whole of the cinematograph pictures, otherwise the mist of

matter that hides heaven from us, will disappear, and man will appcar to

be found as he is, always has been, and always will be, a perfect being in a

40 perfect world governed by a perfect God, a part of God’s infinite con-
sciousness, by means of which God knows and thinks and works.

2. Brophecy and clairvoyance, and the many different ways of fore-
telling the future, are demonstrable.

3. The thought that a man is going to think at any given moment can
45 be calculated out mathematically.
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4. Astrology is a science, and from the position of the stars what is
about to happen can be foretold, although they themselves have no effect.

5. A conclusive proof is that there is no such thing as time. Therefore,
everything takes place at the same moment, and no succession or sequence
of events is the result of a person’s free-will. Philosophers have always s
taught that there is no such thing as time. Solomon says, “That which
hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been” (Eccl. 3:15),
but until recently no one has been able to prove that this is true. This can
now be done, as set out on page 78 herein.

6. Lastly, and most important of all, if God is All-in-all, or if matter
is not a reality, how can a material man possibly have any free-will? The
only will is the will of God, and the spiritual man’s will is this perfect will
of God. Nothing can come to the real man but the one perfect combina-
tion of ideas, which is the exact link required in the chain of the perfect
sequence of combinations of ideas which partly constitutes the spiritualman. 15

Turning again to the consideration of the material world, not only are
the thoughts, which are purely material things, bound to come at their
appointed time, unless destroyed by true prayer, but a material man can-
not even seem to pray unless the action of God takes place. This is clearly
shown in the Bible, and is spoken of as “the Holy Spirit” or “grace.” 20
“The Spirit helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we should pray
for as we ought; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us”’ (Rom. 8:26).

At the so-called commencement of the world, the date when each man
was to come to a knowledge of Truth, and commence to pray in the right
way, was predestined, and could be—in fact, has been—seen in the cinema 25
pictures. Further, the number of times he was going to pray, and when he
was going to pray between then and the end of all matter, was also pre-
determined. Directly he began to pray, however, the position altered, and
the number of times he was going to pray became increased, and as he con-
tinues to pray the number of times in the future increases. This is because 3o
the result of true prayer is that the mist of matter that hides the real man |
from us, which we see as a material, counterfeit, human being, is dissipated
by prayer, and the spiritual man is seen more as he really is. As the spiritual
man is the knowledge or thinking of God, he can think of nothing but God
and His manifestation. When the material man prays in the right way, by 35
realising or thinking of God, thus communing with God, he is seen more
like his spiritual self, namely, the thinking of God.

It might be said that putting this forward has a tendency to prevent a
man from working as hard as he otherwise would to obtain a knowledge
of God and thereby help his fellow-men. But, clearly, this cannot be the 40
case, because, whether he is going to work hard or not is already settled,
and can only be altered by the action of God improving him, when he, or
someone for him, prays. -

On the other hand, I have found by actual experience that when a man
has grasped this position as a fact, life at once becomes easier. He has no 45
regrets, but knows that what he has done—even when he has sinned—is
not his fault, but his misfortune. A man cannot sin without punishment
following the sin, and this punishment can only be avoided by prayer.

-
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When a man knows that he has no free-will of any kind, he loses all thought

that ke can do anything, and when in difficulties he relies absolutely and

solely on God. Instead of using human will-power, and trying to force into

manifestation what he considers best, he takes no material action of any
5 kind, but treats and watches the action of God taking place.

The effect of this knowledge is well typified by the first result that I
noticed. A very nice Army man came to my rooms on three consecutive
days to learn more of Truth. On the first day he could not see that he had
not free-will to pray when he desired; on the second day he began to

10 understand the proofs of it; and on the third day he admitted that it was
true. On his calling upon me a little time afterwards, I asked him what
difference this knowledge had made in his life. His reply was, “ A great
deal. Often I have not been able to treat for an hour at a time, although
1 wanted to, and tried hard. I now see that this was simply the action of

15 my human will-power, which helps no one. Now, when I find that I can-
not treat, I realise that it is God’s business to make me treat, and simply
turn in thought to heaven and quietly try to realise some aspect of God. In
a moment or two I am treating satisfactorily.”

It is the human mind that is causing all our troubles. All the great

20 teachers have taught that we have to be selfless. If you force a certain line
of conduct with the human mind, you may be intensifying the very thought
that the treatment has to destroy, so making it more difficult to obtain
your demonstration, whereas, if you treat, what your human mind
thought was best disappears, and you find that you have something better

25 and more satisfactory.

Remember that there is nothing really true about the evil in the material
world, and nothing can be said about it that is true, except that it does not
exist. This means that it has no reality, no permanence. One can say what
is correct and accurate, that is to say, true as far as anything can be true

30 of the material world, but what is absolutely true, or eternal fact, can only
be said of the spiritual world, and the good belonging to it, which shines
through the mist of matter, together with the matter forming the material
world. The many relative statements which appear in the following pages
merely constitute a system of memoria technica, enabling us to give an

35 answer at once to numbers of questions, the answers to which we could not
possibly recollect, and enabling us to arrive more rapidly and accurately
at our conclusions. The only object in answering questions with regard to
the material world is to satisfy the questioner, so that he ccases to trouble
his head any more about the matter which is perplexing him, and turns

40 back to the only thing that is of any use, namely, the study of God and
God’s world.

All that we have to do is to be happy and to make other people happy,
and the best way of arriving at the first state is by carrying the latter into
effect. This we do by keeping our thought, as Isaiah says, “stayed” on

45 God. As the Bible expresses it, “Be still and know that I am God.”
(Ps. 46 :10) for as the prophet again says: “I, even I, am the Lord; and
beside me there is no saviour” (Isa. 43:rx). Hershows the method of
salvation when he says: “Look unto me, and be ye saved all the ends of
the earth: for I am God, and there is none else” (Isa. 45 :22).



PUBLISHER’S PREFACE

During the eventful years that have elapsed since first this work was
published (in 1912), the world has been passing through those phases fore-
shadowed by the author in Life Understood, whose object in giving the book
to the world was that it might serve in the awakening of humanity not only
to the comfort and consolation of prayer but also to its immediately practical
value, and to the knowledge of the way of overcoming the difficulties that
beset mankind, whether these find expression in intimate personal affairs or
on the larger stage of international or of world-wide events.

In preparing this edition its general usefulness to the student has been
kept in view. A new and fuller Index has been compiled and the former
prefaces so re-arranged and abbreviated as to form one representative Pre-
face. In regard to the many appendices and notes which were added to the
work by the author from time to time, the issuing of this new edition has
afforded the opportunity to embody much of these in the main part of the
book where the various subjects had already been dealt with. The former
Appendix One dealing with British-Israel has not been reprinted here, as
this was at one time enlarged by the author and published as a separate book.
The Appendix to the present edition will be found to contain the principal
remaining appendices, with additions from the main part of the book which
were of a supplementary character.

It is with a deeply sincere appreciation of its freeing value that The Society
for Spreading the Knowledge of True Prayer presents this, the seventh,
edition of Life Understood from a Scientific and Religious Point of View,
by F. L. Rawson.

April 1940. The S.S.K.T.P.
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LIFE UNDERSTOOD FROM A SCIENTIFIC
AND RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEW

and

The Practical Method of Déstroying
Sin, Disease, and Death

SECTION ONE
FOREWORD

All over the world, not only in scientific circles, but through the daily
press, the attention of thinkers is being drawn to the fact that our old
ideas are fundamentally wrong, and that some great truth surely remains
undiscovered which is likely soon to bring about a great change for
humanity at large. 5

Lord Kelvin has written : “ One word characterises the most strenuous
efforts for the advancement of science that I have made perseveringly
during fifty-five years—that word is “failure.” I know no more of electric
and magnetic force, or of the relation between ether, electricity, and
ponderable matter, or of chemical affinity than I knew and tried to teach 1o
my students of natural philosophy in my first session as a professor.” This
was because Lord Kelvin, whilst a religious man, endeavoured to find
truth in matter.

One of the leading and most practical chemists of the day, in mentioning
a new discovery which has not yet been given to the world by its learned 15
discoverers on account of the impossibility of fitting it in with any known
theory of matter, made the following statement to me: “It is an extra-
ordinary thing that every science is now coming to a head. This position
has been reached before in different sciences, but it is the first time in the
known history of the world that all the sciences have come to the same 20
conclusion together, namely, that their old ideas are absolutely wrong.”
Another, recognised all over the world as a giant in research said:
“We do not know whether we are standing on our heads or on our
heels.”

The consecutive statement in the following pages contains a collection 25
of facts and logical deductions therefrom, which having been learnt and
demonstrably proved, are gladly presented to suffering humanity. The
facts given will, it is believed, be found of fascinating and vital interest
to all.

The aim has been, not. to present a theory, but first to expose the 30
foundationless fallacies of material so-calied laws on which alone rests
all the seeming mystery of human experiences. Secondly, to draw attention
to the only practical, universal, and unfailing method of instantaneously

I



2 SECTION ONE

overcoming every kind of sin, disease, and trouble, including death, by
right understanding of Life as God. To understand God is the work ¢
eternity, but a grasp of this method will at once revolutionise the life ¢
the reader. To obtain such a grasp, it is better to read steadily through th
5 sections in the order given, instead of merely taking the most interestin
parts first.
The truths declared are not mere arbitrary statements. They can b
proved by each and all of those who study the laws herein stated. Th
main points brought out are as follows :—

10 i. Sin, disease, and even death itself, are merely crude mistakes
resulting from ignorance of the law of Life, eternal Mind
omnipotent good.

ii. God is not a distant potentate, but an ever-living, ever-active
and unalterable Principle—Mind, Soul, Spirit, Life, Truth, an

135 Love; the omnipotence and omnipresence of which can b
instantly utilised at any moment and for any good purpose.

iii. Man’s possibilities, resting on a scientific, mental foundation, ar
found to be limitless, for he reflects divine Principle. These, ever
as humanly discerned, are so marvellous that they enable us t«

20 form an approximate, and continually improving, conception o
absolute spiritual realities. :

iv. The mysteries of birth and death are explained, the latter being
merely a transition into another material state of human con-
sciousness, which can be entirely avoided.

25 V. The changing and fading fallacies with regard to material evolutior
are laid bare, and the eternal facts of spiritual evolution stated.

vi. A logical and consistent statement of the theories of materia
phenomena, exposing the fallacies that have hitherto, through
ignorance, bound mankind, is set forth.

30 vii. Last, and not least, each reader, as he discerns the truths declared,

can at once put into practice himself, an casy, scientific, and there-
fore infallible and instantaneous method of obtaining the follow-
ing revolutionary results :—

(a) Deliverance from sin, disease, and the last grim enemy,
35 death itself.

(b) Ability to relieve his fellow-man instantancously of any
kind of sin or disease, and, in fact, help him out of any possiblc
difficulty.

(c) The overcoming of limitations of all kinds in every right

40 direction.

(d) Freedom from all worries and troubles, and the attain-
ment of perfect peace of mind, with continued increasing
happiness.

“Slumber not in the tents of your fathers; the world is advancing, advance
45 with it” (Mazzini). Ten years ago I was retained by the Daily Express to
make a professional examination into mental working, the vital subject
that is now engaging the attention of the deepest thinkers and greatest



FOREWORD 3

humanitarians throughout the world. In consequence of this I was asked
by the Rev. J. Bruce Wallace, under special circumstances, which will be
referred to later, to give a lecture, the amplification of which has led to this
book.

In the course of this examination the facts came to my knowledge that
are now to be presented to you. These facts, however surprising they may
appear to you, were, I assure you, no less so to me. I am convinced, how-
ever, that anyone who examines them with even a little care and patience,
and with an open mind, will come to the same conclusion as I have done,
and reap a rich reward. I would emphatically echo the words of Uriel to
Esdras, who asked for understanding of some of the most important sub-
jects dealt with in this work, and was answered as follows: “The more
thou searchest, the more thou shalt marvel” (II Esdras 4: 26).

“Scepticism is ignorance,” writes Victor Longheed, and a sign of
wisdom is to keep our minds open and our mouths shut when scientific
wonders are put before us. “ Disbelief is easier than belief, if in accordance
with environment or custom, and is usually due to indolence, and is never
a thing to be proud of” (Romanes).

“Psychical research is by far the most important work that is being
done in the world” (W. E. Gladstone). Remember that hardly anything
is known scientifically about psychology. It is only recently that it has
been deemed worthy of being studied and taught. Professor James, one of
the leading psychologists of modern times, writes in Psyckology as follows :
“Psychology is but a string of raw facts, a little gossip and a wrangle about
opinions, a little classification and generalisation on the mere descriptive
level, a strong prejudice that we have states of mind, and that our brain
conditions them, but not a single law in the sense in which physics shows
us laws. At present psychology is in the condition of physics before
Galileo and the laws of motion, or of chemistry before Lavoisier.” We
should, as Sir William Crookes has said, “keep our minds, like the
windows of a lodging-house, with a notice written thereon, ‘Rooms to
let.”

“If . .. And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32). It is my intention to present, in accordance with the
most recent scientific knowledge, a correct word picture; in other words,
by the presentation of up-to-date natural science and latter-day practical
metaphysics to enable you to understand better what this material world
_assumes to be, and how through the exposure of all its hidden workings,
and therefore seeming mystery, it is possible to emerge from the mists of
shifting appearances into the sunlight of eternal facts.

A. J. Balfour, in his presidential address to the British Association a
few years ago, pointed out the necessity of not limiting ourselves to material
facts alone, but of coming out of the realm of the unreal, that is, the
material world, into that which has hitherto been termed abstract, namely,
the spiritual world or world of reality.

. It 1s certain that every honest, unprejudiced seeker will find, as I have
proved for myself, that the substitution of metaphysical working, or deep,
systematic thinking, produces practical effects, as far exceeding those
obtained by physical methods as sunlight exceeds rushlight.

N
o

25

40



4 SECTION ONE

The theory or explanation ! of material phenomena now put befor
you has been gradually evolving, and includes and accounts for even
known so-called fact of the material world, whether physical or so-callec
mental, accepted by science, or of the class called occult. This theory
is daily, although sometimes unknowingly, being corroborated by leader:
in natural science all over the world. Many of the most important facts
have been confirmed since they were first brought to my knowledge.

w

THE MYSTERIES OF OUR WORLD

“ But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom,

10 which God ordained before the world unto our glory” (I Cor. 2:7).

Our planet is full of mystery, and of the universe only enough is known
to make those who are thought to know a great deal, partially recognise
their ignorance. “And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know” (I Cor. 8 :2).

15  Professor Drummond, in Natural Law in the Spiritual World, writes:
“The one subject upon which all scientific men are agreed, the one theme
upon which all alike become eloquent, the one strain of pathos in all their
writing and speaking and thinking, concerns that final uncertainty, that
utter blackness of darkness bounding their work on cvery side.” This

20 darkness is ignorance, the mystery of evil, the only cause of the apparent
limitation in every direction. This darkness has now been dissipated.

“Occult” Phenomena.—Amongst the phenomena known to in-
vestigators for which it has hitherto been manifestly impossible to account
in any rational way, are those connected with thought-reading, prophesy-

25 ing, clairvoyance, clairaudience, sccond sight, psychometry, somnam-
bulism, duplicated personality, suggestion, hypnotism, spiritualism,
theosophy, the ancient temples, faith-hcalers, the Indian Yogis, Moham-
medan fakirs, and the witches and sorcerers of olden days. So ignorant
have we been of such matters that until quite recently their investigation

30 was tabooed by scientific men on the ground that there was no method of
obtaining exact knowledge concerning them. There are many other
mysterious phenomena, such as ghosts and visions, miracles and enchant-
ments, and marvellous powers that various men have cxercised, of which
there are many instances recorded in the oldest known writings, in the Bible,

35 and throughout all history. These phenomena are now no longer mysterious,
and by reversal of the many falsities in connection with them they serve as
waymarks to better, and ultimately to permanent things, the idcas of God.

Scientific Difficulties.—Even if we put on one side all that may be
considered “miraculous,” those facts which are called “scientific” are
40 just as bewildering. Take, for instance, the ether, which is full of para-
doxes. Is a material earth, as stated, flying at the rate of about cighteen
miles per second through this ether, the density of which is believed to be

! “To make hypotheses, to verify them by experiments, then to attemipt to

connect, by the aid of generalisations, the facts discovered, represents the stages

45 necessary for the building up of all our knowledge” (The Ewolution of Matter,
Dr. G. Le Bon).



THE MYSTERIES OF OUR WORLD 5

four hundred and eighty times greater than that of the densest matter
on the earth? To what are due the deviations in the movements of the
moon and Mercury? Why does the ninth satellite of Saturn revolve in a
direction contrary to the others, and contrary to the general rotation of our
solar system? Why do the projections of the western hemisphere corre-
spond to the indentations of the eastern? Why does not the sun get
appreciably cooler? Why is a comet attracted, and the particles of its tail
apparently repelled, by the sun? Why is the view of so-called natural laws
constantly being altered? Why, according to Professor Jevons, can only
about one mathematical problem out of a million be solved? Why does
chemical affinity work in different ways on different substances? What is
electricity? What indeed is vibration or force? What is heat? Why is a
bar of steel magnetised under a shock if held in one position and not in
another? Why does matter sometimes repel and sometimes attract matter?
Why at the temperature of liquid air does phosphorus lose its violent
affinity for oxygen and sulphuric acid no longer turn litmus paper red?
Why does aluminium, which does not decompose water when cold or
oxidize at ordinary temperatures, decompose water violently and visibly
oxidize with water containing the slightest trace of mercury? Why do
extreme heat and cold produce similar effects? Why does a gyroscope
running at a very high speed present a strong resistance to any force used
to alter its position? Why does every substance, including water, contract
upon cooling, while water and bismuth alone expand just before freezing?
What is the cause of the movements of the planets and their satellites?
What is gravity? To what are the varying cohesive, elastic, frictional,
viscous, electric, and magnetic properties due ? What are the laws under-
lying the freedom and mutual constraints of molecules? Such questions
have been puzziing both physicists and chemists for centuries.t

It is a remarkable thing that the more the materialist has investigated
such matters, and the greater his experience of them, the more uncertain
has appeared his knowledge and the further he has seemed from any fixed
laws. Take, for instance, astronomy. Until recently it was thought the
laws governing the movements of the solar system were absolutely fixed
and well known. It is now being found that we had practically no real
knowledge of them. Astrologers, who laugh at what they speak of as the
ignorance of western astronomers, will tell you wonderful things that they
have learned from applying the facts brought to light by the astronomers,
who, confining themselves to the evidence of their five senses, have failed
to reap the reward of their discoveries. ““Astronomy is the most perfect
science, because we know least about it” (Modern Science: A Criticism,
Edward Carpenter). .

All these difficulties can now be demonstrably accounted for by the real
metaphysician, who alone has perfect control over the seeming laws of
physics.

1 «All the facts of this order [early evolution of matter] belong to the category
of unexplained phenomena of which nature is full, and which become more
numerous as soon as we penetrate into unexplored regions. The complexity of

things seems to increase the more they are studied” (The Evolution of Matter,
Dr. Le Bon). .

-

5
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6 SECTION ONE

Medical Difficulties.—When we come to the subject about whic
we should know most, namely, man, how little we find is general
known! He is a mass of mystery and contradictions. Take medic
practice, for instance. The only certain thing about it is its uncertaint

5 and yet some of the greatest men have given up their lifetime to its stuc
and almost broken their hearts at different times over their appare
inability to help a sufferer. Few professions have given, and are givir
the world up to the present day, such noble examples of self-sacrifice :
the medical profession and those connected with it. Yet, is disease lesser

1o ing ? Dr. James Johnson, surgeon to King William IV, said : “I declare r
conscientious opinion, founded on long observation and reflection, that
there was not a single physician, surgeon, apothecary, man-midwif
chemist, druggist or drug on the face of the earth, there would be let
sickness and less mortality.” Why, according to Sir Victor Horsley, d

15 over ten thousand patients die annually in London alone after operations
Why did the Metropolitan Asylums Board recently report in one year alor
over three thousand cases of mistaken diagnosis admitted to their isolatio
hospitals? Why did the well-known Dr. Abercrombie write : “ Medicin
is the science of guessing”’ ? Why does a person apparently die of fright

20 In fact, when is he really dead, since, as will be shown, he does not reall
die—that is, pass into another state of consciousness—for several days aftc
the appearance of death? Why does a man’s hair turn white in a night—i
the case of a Bengalee criminal, in front of the spectators? Why does sea
sickness almost invariably disappear in moments of danger? Why docs on

25 person catch a disease and another under similar circumstances escape it
In fact, what is the cause (so-called) of many diseases? Sir John Forbes
M.D., F.R.S., F.R.C.P., said: “INo systematic or theoretical classification ¢
diseases or of therapeutic agents ever yet promulgated, is true, or anythin,
like the truth, and none can be adopted as a safe guide in practice.” Wh

30 is the practice of medicine so different in different countries and at differen
periods?

Dr. Mason Goode, a well-known Professor, writes: “The effects o
medicine on the hurnan system are in the highest degrec uncertain
except, indeed, that it has already destroyed more lives than war, pesti

35 lence, and famine, all combined. Why did Dr. Benjamin Waterhous:
write : “ I am sick of learned quackery,” and Oliver Wendell Holmes say
in a lecture before the Harvard Medical School: “I firmly belicve that i
the whole materia medica could be sunk to the bottom of the sea, it would b
all the better for mankind and the worse for the fishes” ? Why in allopathy
40 is a large amount of a drug given that causes opposite symptomas to those o:
the disease, and in homeopathy a small amount of a drug that produces
the same symptoms, and why do both contrary systems produce a seem-
ing cure? One of the latest ideas is to give drugs to increase fevers, on the
ground that a fever is nature’s method of supplying increased blood tc
45 parts affected, so as to get rid of local discase. Why is this so when ice is
freely used, and previously the temperature was kept up, both methods
producing like results? Why is it that “what is on¢ man’s meat is another
man’s poison”? To what is the effect of infinitesimal homwopathic doses
due? Why does a harmless draught surreptitiously substituted for a narcotic
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mixture equally send a patient to sleep? Why have the drugs used been so
constantly changed? In fact, why in civilised countries is the use of drugs
being given up altogether? Sir Almroth Wright informs me that “it is
useless to expect from the drugs with which we are at present acquainted,
destruction of the bacteria in the interior of the organism,”” and that “the
method of extinguishing bacteria by the knife will be finally given up.”
Why are talismans so believed in? What is the explanation of the deaths
and cures of sickness produced at a distance by the witch doctors in
Central Africa, and of the wonderful facts related by thoroughly credible
travellers in Siberia, Abyssinia, and elsewhere? Why did the Aissouan 1o
Arabs, who a little time ago visited London, devour venomous snakes, and
allow themselves to be stung by scorpions without harm, after being
apparently hypnotised by their chief? To what may the mysterious results
be ascribed for which five hundred people were burnt in Ziirich in one
day, and ten thousand in Germany in a year, with the object of stamping 15
out witchcraft? What sustains the army of so-called quacks? What caused
Lavoisier to say: “Medicine came into the world with a twin-brother
called Charlatanism,” and Voltaire to say: “The art of medicine consists
in amusing the patient while nature cures the disease”? Why did Sir
James Paget write to Sir Henry Acland, in 1866, as follows: “What 2¢
unsatisfactory . . . cases these are! This clever, charming, and widely
known lady will some day disgrace us all by being juggled out of her
maladies by some bold quack, who, by mere force of assertion, will give
her the will to bear, or forget, or suppress all the turbulences of her nervous
system” ? 23
Why do we believe more in the power of drugs to heal than in the power
of God? Is God incapable or is He unwilling to heal our sin and sickness?
What do we mean by the term God when we say that God heals? What is
the cause of the apparent healing done by numerous sects, and of that
done at Bethshan, at the holy baths of Lourdes, and elsewhere? How is it 30
that such circumstantial records of the healing of various diseases by the
touch of English kings have been handed down to us? What is the explana-
tion of King Menelik’s healing of snake bites at a distance, and of the
many varieties of faith-healers and other different forms of what appears to
be mental healing? None of this apparent healing is of any permanent 35
value, as will be seen hereafter. There is only one method of healing that
rests upon a scientific basis. On the same scientific basis rest substantial
replies to all questions that can arise.

wn

Physiological Difficulties.—What is the connection, if any, between
mind and brain? Why did Sir J. Crichton-Browne, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S., 40
writing of important physiological and pathological discoveries, say that
they “have not, it will be found, brought us one hair’s breadth nearer the
comprehension of the way in which the physical basis of mind is related
to mind at all”? ! How are “nerve stimuli” transmuted into sensation or
ideas? How do the nerves affect the muscles, either to contract or release 45
them? Why do nerves scem to ache after they are no longer there, for

1 “The Hygienic Uses of Imagination.”” Address on Psychology, delivered at
the Annual Meeting of the British Medical Association, 1889.
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instance, when a leg has been amputated? How is the inverted image :
the back of the retina transmitted to the brain? Why do we not see every
thing upside down ? What is the process whereby the likeness of the parer
is transmitted to the offspring ? How is it that such great physical change
5 suddenly take place in a child just before the moment of birth? What
the medium between the so-called mental and physical systems?
There is an extensive literature on the subject which sets forth man
different theories and speculative explanations, and yet no one has eve
pretended to understand such matters until recently. :

1o Unaccounted-for Human Capacity.—Here again there have bee
numerous mysteries. How did Bidder, the eminent civil engineer, seerr
as his grand-daughter told me, to see in the air the answer to any mathe
matical question, without calculating ? Others, called “calculating boys,
have done the same. What is the source from which Moses, Isaial

15 Jeremiah, Daniel, and Huldah the prophetess, with such people as Jaco!
Boehme, Andrew Jackson Davis, and many others, have drawn their sur
prising knowledge? To what were the wonderful powers of Emanuc
Swedenborg due? By what means did the natives know at once in th
Egyptian bazaars of the death of the heroic Gordon? How does news trave

20 so quickly in Central Africa and other places? Why does one specake
electrify an audience, and another produce no effect, and, as is a matter o
common knowledge, the speeches of one member of Parliament sound wel
and read badly, and vice versa? Why does a “rot” somectimes sct in a
cricket? Why is one man lucky and another man unlucky? What wa

25 Rarey’s secret for taming horses, and what was that of Major Wood ? Why
did not the tiger spring upon Sir Charles Napier, but slink away whei
gazed at fearlessly? 1

What were the laws known and utilised by Daniel in the lions’ den, anc
by his three co-religionists in the fiery furnace? It can now be proved that

30 all men have latent within them marvellous powers, and can successfully
apply the same laws for their own benefit and that of others.

Unaccounted-for Animal Wonders.—There are many things herc
that no one hitherto has been able to explain. How is it that a dog or cat
will find its way straight home, after having been taken away onc hundred

35 miles by train? Why do cubs of wild animals, for instance, in moments of
danger, obey the dam without a sound being uttered or a movement
apparently taking place? How do ants convey to cach other a whole serics
of instructions concerning places to be visited and work to be done, as
far as onc can tell, by merely momentarily touching cach other’s antennze ?

40 Where does a cat find the fulcrum wherceby it falls on its paws cven if held
only just above the ground with its fect upwards? Iow do soft insccts,
such as the smaller death watch and the book louse make their sounds ?

We now find that the only difference between the material man and
material animal is one of degree, and man has unconsciously limited the

45 powers of animals, instead of improving them. :

* One who facgd a tiger in the jungle until it slunk away, on being asked how he
was able to exercise such control, replied : *“Because I have conquered the tiger in
my own nature.”
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Philosophic Difficulties.—There are also other things of vital
importance that have puzzled all thinkers for ages. For instance, why is
evil permitted to come into the world? This, until recent times, has been
the greatest puzzle to all schools of thought. Why have most of us
apparently found ourselves aimlessly wandering “on the shores of time, 5
disappointed travellers tossed to and fro by adverse circumstances,
inevitably subject to sin, disease, and death ?”> Why in this world, on the
one hand, is there sometimes, without any apparent reason, such wonderful
happiness, though always temporary, while, on the other hand, all nature
teems with instances of the most diabolical ferocity and awful misery, 1o
making a living hell for countless millions of the seeming lower forms of
life, patient, tortured sufferers?

What is the reason of so-called evolution? Is there anything besides
Darwin’s natural selection, or, as Wallace puts it, the struggle for exist-
ence? Huxley spoke of predetermined lines of modification, and since then 15
some biologists, endeavouring to explain evolution, have suggested what
they provisionally called Bathmism, that is, a tendency towards progress
inherent in organisms. All these great thinkers have acknowledged that
there must be some further explanation which some day would be dis-
covered. ' 20

Finally, why has the world appeared full of mysteries for so long, and
why is it that, until recently, the more we learned the more difficulties
appeared, and the less we found we really knew? “Knowledge is proud
that he has learned so much. Wisdom is humble that he knows no more”
(Cowper). The following words of Professor Jevons show our previous 25
lamentable ignorance: ‘It might be readily shown that in whatever
direction we extend our investigations and successfully harmonise a few
facts, the result is only to raise up a host of other unexplained facts.” “ Even
religion and therapeutics need regenerating” (Mary Baker Eddy). No one
admits this more fully than the leading exponents of these two great would- 3o
be benefactors of mankind.

¢ At thirty, man suspects himself a fool,
Knows it at forty and reforms his plan;
At fifty chides his infamous delay,
Pushes his prudent purpose to resolve.” 35

We might add that at sixty he regrets his lost opportunities, and at
seventy thinks that it is too late to do anything. One can readily imagine
an intelligent, well-informed visitant to this earth for the first time,
reporting nearly the whole of its inhabitants to be afflicted with an ignor-
ance of the truth about their own affairs that amounted to insanity. 40

Such a pitiable state of ignorance does the mass of mankind appear to
be in, that we find a well-known writer, E. W. Maunder in The Astronomy of
the Bible, saying : “Science therefore cannot go back to the absolute begin-
nings of things, or forward to the absolute ends of things. It cannot reason
about the way matter and energy came into existence, or how they will 45
cease to exist; it cannot reason about time or space, as such, but only in the
relation of them to phenomena that can be observed. . . . Science cannot
inquire into them [the facts that are stated in the first chapter of Genesis]
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for the purpose of checking their accuracy; it must accept them as it accept
the fundamental law that governs its own working, without the possibilit
of proof.” This shows something fundamentally wrong in the line ¢
research. Surely we have forgotten the injunction, “ Open thou mine eye:
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Ps. 119 :18).

Dr. J. W. Heysinger, in Spirit and Matter before the Bar of Moder
Science, has said : “ What is wanted is to see science put on her spectacles
and get honestly down to hard work on these difficult but universal an
most important subjects. When that time comes, and it is rapidly coming
psychism, in its broadest sense, will be tried by a jury of its peers, and th
verdict will be in accordance with the evidence of all mankind, e¢verywher
and from the beginning, and will not represent merely a self-sufficien
ignoring of the whole testimony, and an a priori judgment of the whol
case. The facts will not be superciliously thrown aside, the evidence wil
not be perverted nor garbled, inconvenient facts will not be suppressed, th
truth will be elicited as it would be by skilled lawyers, and the opinior
rendered as it would be by able and impartial judges, and science will ther
win a crown of imperishable glory. Nay, more, in that day the judgmen
will be found reflected upon and applicable to many other great problems
now the despair of science, and solid achievements will come in al
directions. Science is clearly moving in the direction of the spiritual
nothing can be more certain.”

This prophecy is of interest, as it is now fulfilled, and “solid achieve
ments” are coming in all directions.

The Mystery of God.—“Amid the wmysteries which become mor
mysterious the more they arve thought about, there will ever remain the on
absolute certainty, that man is ever in the presence of an infinite and eterna
energy from which all things proceed” (Herbert Spencer). “It is difficult
attain and dangerous to publish, the knowledge of the true God” (Cicero).

It is well known, and referred to in the Bible, that what the early
Christians taught, was looked upon as a mystery, and that there werc
various grades of learners. St. Clement of Alexandria mentions the ““minor
mysteries, which have some foundation of instruction . . . and the great
mysteries, in which nothing remains to be learned of the universe.” Il¢
also says that the Gnosis “has descended by transmission to a few, having
been imparted unwritten by the Apostles” (Anti-Nicene Library, Vol
XII). There are numerous refercnces of this kind in the writings of the
early Fathers. “ Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness”
(I Tim. 3:16). What is the difference, if any, between Jesus the Christ and
the ideal Christ that Paul taught us was the wisdom and power of God?
Why are we told to have only one God in the Bible and yet told in the
Prayer Book that “the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Ioly Ghost
is God. And yet there are not three Gods, but onc God”? Why does our
Prayer Book, which is a schedule to an Act of Parliament, speak through-
out of us as the Children of Israel, of Abraham, or of Isaac? Why does the
preface of the only book in England of which the perpetual copyright is
retained, the authorised translation of the Bible, couple England with

°
Y De Natura Deorum, Abbé d’Olivito translation,
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Zion, both words being in italics? “We speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world
unto our glory” (I Cor. 2 7).

This Mystery “Finished.”’—“In the days of the woice of the seventh
angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as s
ke hath declared to his servants the prophets” (Rev. 10:7). “Ignorance of
truth is the cause of all misery” (Gautama Buddha). “ Ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8: 32).

This mystery, which is thus referred to by the great Apocalyptic
reader of thought, is the mystery of good which arises from ignorance of the 10
laws of eternal Mind, the fact being that God, good, is never absent.
“The light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not”
(John 1: 5). This mystery is now solved, reason and revelation reconciled.
The only practical solution of this “perplexing problem of human
existence” may be found in the simple teachings, and is illustrated in the 15
little understood life of Jesus the Christ. When intelligently considered,
even the mysticism shrouding the Godhead disappears, leaving a practical
knowledge of God. All mystery disappears as we gain the scientific
practical understanding of his statements. “ There is nothing covered, that
shall not be revealed” (Luke 12:2). We appear gradually to obtain, not 20
only a knowledge of material things, but the scientific understanding of
God that gives life everlasting. The prayer, “ Give us, dear God, again on
earth the lost chord of Christ,” is being divinely answered, and again the
song, “Peace on earth, goodwill toward men,” floats o’er the earth.

THE SOLUTION OF ALL MYSTERIES 25

““ But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teack you all things” (John 14 :26).

The solution of all these seeming enigmas lies in the fact that this so-
called material world is only a world of constantly shifting appearances,
false illusions, so-called mental. phenomena; and every form of matter, 30
every form of sin, every form of disease and trouble, even the form itself
of so-called man, can be caused to appear and disappear by what is falsely
termed “thinking.” This is because all matter is ethereal,! that is, merely
supposititious mechanical vibrations in a theoretical ether. “The one
certainty of science is the existence of a mental world” (Huxley). 35

The only reality is God and His mental or spiritual manifestation, per-
fect man and universe, a perfect state of consciousness, called heaven.
Having a false sense of existence, viewed from a false standpoint, a belief
of life in matter, the material so-called man has an equally false sense of
substance, and sees this perfect world only through a false material sense of 40
it. He has been fooled, self-hypnotised, into believing his material self and
the ether-world to be real and true; whereas the material part of it is simply
a temporary misconception of the real man and universe, a false belief of

1 The term * ethereal” throughout this work is to be taken in its litereal meaning
as applying to matter in its primary form. It means “of the ether,” the ether con- 45
sisting of lines of force at right angles to each other, these lines being usually
spoken of as ‘“ thoughts.”



12 SECTION ONE

substance in matter, an illusionary effect, cinematographic pictures hiding
heaven, the real world, from us. We must voice the truth and “make all
men see what is the fellowship [R.V., ‘ dispensation’] of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God” (Eph. 3:9).

s ““No-mind” and “Non-mental.”’—Mortals have hitherto been
utterly deceived as to the definition of the word “mental.” What has
hitherto been dignified by the terms “mind” and “mental” turns out to
be purely ethereal matter in varying degrees, from its most tangible and
ponderable forms to the ethereal lines of force originally advanced by

10 Faraday. It should be spoken of as “no-mind” and “‘non-mental.”
Human “mind” turns out to be human matter, a mechanical counterfeit
of true consciousness, the result of electrical stresses in the ether, and
therefore, purely ethereal. The only power is Love, alias Mind or God, and
we cannot control matter scientifically by a negative “mind.”

15 The False Spiritual World.—Being utterly ignorant of the ethcreal
conditions of the final yet elementary state of matter, and knowing that
there must be consciousness and therefore reality, mortals have mistakenly
conceived of the invisible, ethereal conditions as a spiritual world, and
against all logical deductions their buoyant sensc of hope has led the

20 majority to think that on death they reach a far-distant “life eternal,” in a
hypothetical perfect world.

The Real Mind, God.—God, good, is infinite, eternal Mind, and is
of necessity eternally good, and good only. Now this is demonstrable.
The knowledge of God, heaven, and our rcal selves is a truc mental

25 science, demonstrable through application of the rule of right thinking.
So-called “mental” science, which is limited to mere mechanical change
of human phenomena, is an entire misnomer, and utterly misleading, and
should at best be distinguished as “non-mental” science, because it is
not mental and not scientific.

30 Matter “Non-mental.”—Numberless quotations might be given
here which show that deep, logical thinkers have recognised that matter
cannot possibly be solid fact, but must be merely a form of matcrial
impression, false mental or, more accurately, ‘“non-mental” phenomena.
The following are instances, and more are given later.

35 Professor Herbert says: “The common supposition, then, that the
material universe and the conscious beings around us are directly and
indubitably known, and constitute a world of ‘positive’ fact, . . . is
an entire mistake, based upon astonishing ignorance of the cssential
limitations of human knowledge.”

40 John Fiske, the well-known historian and professor of philosophy,
writes : “ It was long ago shown that all the qualities of matter are what the
mind makes them, and have no existence as such, apart from the mind.
In the deepest sense, all that we really know is mind, and as Clifford
would say, what we call the material universe is simply an imperfect picture

45 in our minds of a real universe of mind-stuff.”” 1

L The Idea of God.
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Karnt also writes to the effect that this world’s life is only an appearance,

a sensuous image of the pure spiritual life, and the whole world of sense
only a picture swimming before our present knowing faculty like a dream,
and having no reality in itself, for if we should see things and ourselves as
they are, we should see ourselves in a world of spiritual natures, with 3
which our entire real relation neither begins at birth -nor ends with the
body’s death.

The practical value to the world of this truth, which has been enunciated
by many other logical thinkers of equally world-wide reputation, has never
been grasped by the majority. Until recently no one has ever followed it 1o
up to its logical conclusion, namely, that if the material universe is simply
an imperfect false impression, then all that is necessary, in order that we
should behold the real and perfect universe, is to change our thoughts to
the standard of perfection, and so see the perfect picture, when the imper-
fections must disappear and heaven appear. 15

Matter the Manifestation of False Impressions.—“Matter, Like
space and time, cannot be defined.” 1

Matter is merely the manifestation of false impressions of truth;
Lord Kelvin expressed it as “made up of thought forces”; Leibnitz
defined matter as a momentary mind, an instantaneous consciousness. 20
Matter can be made to appear and disappear by so-called thought, and this
in two different ways: one temporary because unscientific, the other
disappearance permanent because scientific. Consequently the material
world, as long as it has its apparent existence, is subject to continual
changes, and has no fixed laws; so-called “thought,” literally electric.2s
vibration, being the essence of material apparent action. Matter is simply
a series of cinematographic pictures.

Carpenter says: “'The source of all power is mind.” Professor Huxley
says: “If the hypothetical substance of mind is possessed of energy, I for
my part am unable to see how it is to be discriminated from the hypothe- 30
tical substance of matter.” His philosophic position he has summed up as
follows: “The key to all philosophy lies in the clear comprehension of -
Berkeley’s problem—which is neither more nor less than one of the.shapes
of the greatest of all questions, ‘What are the limits of cur faculties?” And
it is worth any amount of trouble to comprehend the exact nature of the 33
argument by which Berkeley arrived at his results, and to know by one’s
own knowledge the great truth which he discovered—that the honest and
rigorous following up of the argument which leads us to materialism
inevitably carries us beyond it. The more completely the materialistic
position is admitted, the easier it is to show that the idealistic position is 40
unassailable, if the idealist confines himself within the limits of positive,
knowledge.” And he adds in conclusion : “ And therefore if I were obliged
to choosc between absolute materialism and absolute idealism, I should
feel compelled to accept the latter alternative,”

Locke, another thinker misunderstood by materialists, writes : “Bodies, 45
by our senses, do not afford us so clear and distinct an idea of active

1 Mathematical Recreations and Essays, by W. W. Rouse Ball, Fellow and late
Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge.

3
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power as we have from reflection on the operations of our minds. . . . Of
thinking, body affords us no idea at all, it is only from reflection that we
have that. Neither have we from body any idea of the beginning of motion.
. - . I judge it not amiss to direct our minds to the consideration of God,
and spirits, for the clearest idea of active powers. . . . God having fitted
men with faculties and means to discover, receive, and retain truths,
according as they are employed” (On Human Understanding).

A Correct Basic Theory.—* Our scientific theories are perfectly
legitimate as long as they are formed as a means towards practical applica-
tions” (The Science of the Future, Edward Carpenter).

Hitherto we have tried to fit our facts into our theories, and have had to
change our theories so as to explain our new facts. In the correct basic
theory now brought to your notice, we can account for our real facts, the
facts of good, and the spiritual universe, and at the same time test and
account for our so-called facts, which are really only final and foundation-
less beliefs with reference to the material world. In this way we check our
knowledge by means of our theory, and prove it later by demonstration.
Probed to the bottom, and laid bare, this correct material theory enables
us to account rationally for the first time for our so-called facts. We must
not, however, dwell on this theory, and build it up in imagination as per-
manent fact. We have to reverse the illusive truth of this theory, and so
give everlasting place to a knowledge of the absolute facts and the spiritual
universe. This true knowledge is a revealed and practical science, the
science of God as divine Principle, with intelligent, living good as its

.manifestation.

Every thought is followed by a similar effect, to a greater or lesser
extent. Millions now recognise this and are trying to learn how to control
illusionary impressions, mis-called thoughts. “Our thoughts are the rudder
of our life,” says the Rev. I. R. Shannon. Let us then always steer dead
straight. “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts : and let him rcturn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon
him” (Isa. 55:7). Thisis not so easy to do until you know how to do it. It
can only be properly donc in a scientific way. Let us proceed to advance
fearlessly along this way, proving each step as we go.

EVIL AND THE MATERIAL WORLD

Evil.—“ He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth Srom
the beginning” (I John 3:8).
. Everything in the material world is more or less bad or limited.
_Christian theology has not been able to make up its mind whether
sin is a defect, or a transgression, or a rebellion, or a constitutional here-
ditary taint, or whether it is all these combined” (W. R. Inge, M.A., D.D.,
Professor of Divinity, Cambridge!).
“Our life is a false nature—tis not in
The harmony of things—this hard decrec,
"I'his ineradicable taint of sin” (Byron).

¥ Later Dean of St. Paul’s.
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The Illusion.—" Before a rigorous logical scrutiny, the Reign of Law
will prove to be an unverified hypothesis, the uniformity of Nature an ambi-
guous expression, the certainty of our scientific inferences to a great extent a
delusion” (Principles of Science, Stanley Jevons). ‘

Whence therefore comes this material world, and what is it? The s
Greeks taught that the source of sin is delusion or disease—a perverted
condition of the mind. Sin, and therefore everything material, everything
unlike God, is only delusion, deception, illusion, but not an illusion that
the perfect spiritual beings, our true selves, are suffering under, for, being
perfect, we could not in reality suffer from any illusion. “He cannot sin, 10
because he is born of God” (I John 3:9). Sin exists only as a false claim,
an utterly false conception, and this is no true existence. The whole of the
material world, with its material phenomena, is an elaborate mechanical
counterfeit of the spiritual realities of all things, and is at best merely a
dream, ethereal, illusionary phantasies, a mesmeric sleep, but without even 15
a real dreamer. As Schopenhauer said, it is a disordered dream of humanity.

The following illustration may enable you to understand the position
better. Hold up your hand between your eyes and a light. Then put a
sheet of paper between the hand and eyes, and throw some mud on the
paper. Let your hand symbolise the real man, the shadow on the paper the 20
material man, while the mud represents sickness and sin. The shadow on
the paper is not the real hand, and if the dirt is rubbed off the paper, then
the shadow represents the material man, well and free from sin. Go on
rubbing, and the paper will ultimately disappear, and you will see the
hand, symbolising the real man. 25

Again the real man in heaven may be symbolised by a human being in
bright sunlight. The shadow then symbolises the material man. As the sun
becomes more central the shadow decreases, until ultimately it disappears.

The Devil and Hell.—‘The wicked . . . will not seek after God:
God is not in all his thoughts™ (Ps. 10:4). 30
This material world, this “waste howling wilderness” (Deut. 32:10),

is therefore simply a terrible illusion, a grouping of false impressions, the
devil’s world, “the very devil,” the only devil there is. This self-imposed
agony, this devil or evil, will continue until scientifically disposed of by
denying the existence of all wrong thought, and thinking rightly instead. 35
The only devils® are the devilish thoughts that attack us. The word
“devil” is derived from the Greek “diabolos,” which means merely
“slanderer.” The slander is that man is material and that there is life in
matter.

Marlowe, writing in the sixteenth century, makes Faustus say to 4o
Mephistopheles: “Where are you damned?” Mephistopheles replies:
“In hell.” And on Faustus asking : “ How comes it, then, that thou art out
of hell?” he replies: “ Why, this is hell, nor am I out of it

Hell hath no limits, nor is circumscgibed
In one self place; for where we are is hell, 45

1 The word “devil” does not occur in the King James translation of th_e O1d
Testament. The only devil there is, is the false concept of being, termed in the

Bible, “carnal mind.”
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And where hell is, must we ever be:

And, to conclude, when all the world dissolves,
And every creature shall be purified,

All places shall be hell that are not Heaven.”

Hell an Individual State of Wretched Consciousness.!—Dean
Farrar, in one of his sermons, has said: “I say, unhesitatingly; I say,
claiming the fullest right to speak with the fullest authority of knowledge; I
say, with the calmest and most unflinching sense of responsibility—I am
standing here in the sight of God and my Saviour, and it may be of the
angels and the spirits of the dead—that not one of these words : ‘damna-
tion,” ‘hell,’ and ‘everlasting punishment,” ought to stand any longer in
our English Bible, for, in our present acceptation of them, they are simply
mistranslations.”

Heaven and hell are not future states awaiting us at death. We make
our own hell and our own heaven by the way in which we think; and we
have to wake up as fast as we can and get out of hell—the hell of the wrong
thoughts that attack us—into heaven, a perfect state of consciousness, the
world of perfect thoughts, perfect ideas, the real world that is here round
us, if we could only seeit. “Love-. . . builds a heaven in hell’s despair”
(W. Blake). The only way to escape the suffering which is always the result
of sin is to stop sinning;-and the only way to do this is to stop entertaining
wrong thoughts, as will be explained later. To the mistaken teaching that
God made sin, sickness, worries, and troubles, that is, the material world
and material man, is due much so-called atheism and agnosticism.

“The world is stamped with no more than a footprint of the Divinity.
Its goodness and wisdom are but caricatures of the Divine, blasphemous
because of their very traces of likeness, mimicking the Creator as ¢
marionette mimics its living maker. The conception of nature as being

. . a direct expression or self-manifestation of the Divine character, is
responsible for the moral and spiritual perversions that are cverywhere
associated with polytheistic or pantheistic nature-worship. T'o worship the
caricature of Divinity there revealed to us, is really to worship the devil”
(Lex Orandi, Tyrrell).

The Non-reality of Evil and therefore of Matter.—“ s for the
other people, which also come of Adam, thou hast said that they are nothing”

1 A lady, criticising a lecture given by Edward Kimball, c.s.n., said: “Well, T
think that the lecturer spoke very disrespectfully concerning hell.,” Mr, Kimball
later said, ‘“'The lady was right; I have no respect whatever for hell. I have been in
it and through it, and know it to be an abomination and a fraud, entitled only to the
execration of mankind. It is an individual state of wretched consciousness, utterly
unlike God, or His nature, or the conceded essentials of Iis being. It is an illegiti-
mate monstrosity which has no verity, no immortality, nor right to exist. After ‘the
pangs of hell’ had scized me and impinged upon me their torments, I was rescued
through the operative efficacy of Christian Science. Then the tears began to dry,
the tension of fear to relax, the gloom was dispelled, despair lost its hold, the pain
decreased and at last vanished. I ‘would not overstate my woe,” for, be that as it
may, I know that a mighty, satisfying impulsion extricated me from as outrageous
a hell as anyone need know, and ushered me into the 'vestibule of heaven by means
of a transformation of consciousness whereby existence seemed more fair and the
obduracy of distress gave way to a certain measure of peace to which man is law-
fully entitled.”
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(IT Esdras 65:6). “ For if a man think himself to be something, when he is
nothing, he deceiveth himself” (Gal. 6: 3).

The human problem of evil is at length solved. Mathematically we
know that anything that ever was nothing, or ever ceases to exist, cannot
be real, whatever it may seem to be; therefore evil must be unreal, however 5
real it may appear, for no logical mind could believe it to be everlasting.
Nothing evil, or even imperfect, can possibly last, as it is self-destructive.

It always disappears sooner or later. It cannot even harm you when you
realise its non-reality. “ They that war against thee shall be as nothing, and
-as a thing of nought . . . their works are nothing™ (Isa. 41: 12, 29). 10

The non-reality of matter has now been proved. So fixed has been our
belief in its reality that the majority still believe it is something real and
permanent. As this belief changes, so we shall see a changing world, until
the mist of matter disappears, with its attendant evils, sin, sickness,
worries, troubles, and limitations of every kind. “The things which are 15
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal” (II
Cor. 4:18).

God, as the Principle of good, is very different from the god whom we
have been taught to fear, the god who not only allows but uses evil to
punish the hiiman beings that he is supposed to have made. How can the 20
Principle of good even know of evil? If God knows evil He must have
known of it beforehand, and therefore must have intended it or ordered it,
for God, being infinite Mind and eternal cause, must necessarily be
omniscient and omnipotent. Habakkuk says: “Thou [God] art of purer
eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity”’ (Hab. 1:13). How 25
could God know of evil and not instantly destroy it? As all sin and trouble -
are simply a hypnotic effect, if God could be conscious of it, “ His infinite
power would straightway reduce-the universe to chaos” (Unity of Good,
Mary Baker Eddy). This is one of the proofs of its non-reality, for God is
Mind, and Mind must be all-knowing. “All nations before him are as 30
nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing” (Isa. 40:17).
Nebuchadnezzar saw this, and said : ““All the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing” (Dan. 4:35). “Seeing evil nowhere exists, for God is
all things, and to him no evil is near” (Origen, about A.D. 125). All evil is
merely a false appearance, produced by wrong thoughts. “Its [‘the last 35
enemy’] mind and hostile will, which came not from God, but from itself,
are to be destroyed” (Origen).

“Now the sin of which I speak is this, when a man abandons that
which really exists and serves that which does not really exist, there is
[still] that which really exists, and it is called God” (Melito to Antonius 4o
Caesar, about A.D. 150).

If as John said: “All things were made by him; and without him was
not anything made that was made” (John 1:3), it is clear that evil is not a
thing; that is, it is nothing. .

In the Timeus, Plato depicts the material world as essentially vile; 45
he is unable to think of the pure and holy Deity as manifested in it, and
accordingly separates the Creator from His creation [so called] by the
whole breadth of infinity.

St. Augustine said that “without Him was nothing made; for without
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the sovereign good there is no good. But that is evil, in which there is no
good, and consequently it is nothing, because evil is nothing, but the
absence of good.” He also made other statements of the kind, for instance,
“evil is therefore nothing; because it was made without the Word, without
whom nothing was made.” Both St. Augustinc and Luther taught that
evil was not real. The latter regards “the visible world as an illusion,
essentially evil and misleading.” “ For thou art not a God that hath pleasurc
in wickedness : neither shall evil dwell with thee” (Ps. 5:4).

The root meaning of the Hebrew word “awen,” translated in the Bible
“sin,” is “deceit, falsity,” in other words, that which is not true. God,
Truth, or good, is and must be reality; ‘chcrefore_evil is the ab_scncc or
opposite of good, and therefore the opposite of reality, a non-reality. "This
is seen also from the fact that at some time or other all cvil must disappear,
“the terrible one is brought to nought” (Isa. 29:20). Evil must by its naturc
eventually destroy itself. The word “naughty” mecans “of the nature of
naught,” like nothing; “wicked” only means “bewitched.” We have all
been bewitched, alias hypnotised, into a belief in evil, we “rejoice in a
thing of nought” (Amos 6:13). Tolstoi says : “ All the evil of our life only
seemingly exists, because it has been there so long.”

What Origin has Evil >—“Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of
nought” (Isa. 41:24). .

If evil is a dream or illusion, what was the origin of this illusion? "I'his
is the constantly recurring question that has puzzled the leaders of man-
kind from the earliest days, namely, What is the origin of c¢vil? This is
practically the same question as, What is the origin of matter? Is it con-
ceivable that God created evil ?

The answer is absolutely logical. As evil is a non-reality it never began.
No one ever created it, because it does not exist. If you could find out who
created it then it would be real. If evil is said to be real it is the business of
those who say it is real to find out how it began, and who created it. The
impossibility of finding this out is one of the many proofs of its non-
reality. “Matter is a misstatement of Mind” (Mary Baker Eddy). “In
truth, no thing is contrary to God” (Theologia Germanica).

“The ‘problem of evil’ is manifestly insoluble: we have to make
our choice between thcories, none of which is free from grave diflicultics
and objections” (Personal Idealism and Mysticism, W. R. Inge, M.A., D.D.).

At one time there was a belief that there was a flat earth, and the
medizeval Church burned those who denied the so-called fact. Who
created the flat earth? It never existed. No one ever created it. It was an
entire illusion, a lie—a lie about the round earth, and when it was known
to be a lie, the belief in its reality, which was the only sensc of existence it
ever had, was gone. So, the belief in a material world is a lic about the real
world. As you find out the truth the lie disappears, and you gradually
appear to become conscious of the glorious reality, which has always
existed here, around us, the kingdom of heaven, a perfect world.

Truth and the truth about Truth alone is knowable. There may be
countless lies about the truth, but only onc truth. We may believe a lice,
but we know the truth. Truth is demonstrable.
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“Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” means you shall believe
only in the existence of good, God and His manifestation, and not believe
in evil or matter. If you do you will experience the sense of evil and limita-
tion, sin, sickness, worries, and troubles. “Since there is no being outside
God, whatwe call separation from God, fall, or sin, is but a negative reality,
a defect or privation. Evil has no substantial existence. A thing has real
existence only so far as it is good, and its excellence is the measure of its
reality. Perfection and reality are synonyms . . . evil is the absence of
good, life, and being” (Scotus Erigena).

The Illusory Cause of Evil.—In the light of our present know-
ledge that all is Mind and mental, it must be remembered that in search-
ing for the origin of evil there can only be a false suppositional mentality,
a basic false mentality, to deal with. It being now agreed that matter is
merely what is called force or electricity, it is obvious that any seeming
material phenomena are entirely secondary, and consequent on this false
mentality, which is thus the author of itself, and all its manifest apparent
phenomena. “A mad world indeed, my masters " (Shakespeare).

If Mind can maintain its own phenomena it is self-proved to be eternal
cause. If the so-called “mind” fails to maintain its own phenomena it is
self-proved to be unreal and illusive, a false mental basis for whatever
may apparently be built upon it as its manifestation. “ Mind is its own great
cause and effect” (Mary Baker Eddy). The Mind that thus proves itself
to be eternal cause must be God and infinite. This statement includes of
necessity the further recognition that the Mind that is God must be wholly
good. Herein will be found conclusive proofs that material sense impres-
sions are not permanent. The continually disappearing, sick, sinning, and
consequently dying phenomena that are spoken of as “human beings” are
proved by their disappearance to rest solely upon the aforesaid false mental
basis. “You cannot even be mathematically sure that I, who am speaking
to you at this mement, possess a consciousness. I might be a well-con-
structed automaton—going, coming, speaking—without internal con-
sciousness, and the very words by which I declare at this moment that I
am a conscious being might be words pronounced without consciousness”
(Life and Consciousness, Henri Bergson). This turns out to be the case as
far as the material man is concerned. The only reality is God and the
spiritual man and world.

“No-mind.”—This false mental basis, hitherto called mind, and
now designated “no-mind” (not mind), and the false mental or “non-
mental” impressions, called thoughts, are but the suppositional opposites
of God or Mind, and God’s thoughts, which constitute the only mentality
and the only truc mental impressions.

The personification of this false mentality, that has been called human
mind and body, is self-destructive. Cursed from its supposed starting-
point of a material conception, it is but ““a pet nest for devils,” a home for
evil thoughts of every kind and description, “the habitation of devils, and
the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird”
(Rev. 18:2). All evil conditions come from wrong thoughts, a belief in
the power of evil, owing to a want of the scientific knowledge that there
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is only one God, and that good. One of the wise sayings of the celebrated
Dr. Abernethy was that “when a man begins seriously to dissect himself,
he will soon be a fit subject for the undertaker.” In Jeremiah 6, verse 19,
we read : “ Behold, I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their
thoughts, because they have not hearkened . . . to my l.aw,” the law of
good, the only really existing law. “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good” (Rom. r2:21). The only way to do this is to practise the
scientific method of thinking. In Psalm 23, verse 4, we read: “T will fear
no evil, for thou art with me.” This “thou” is God, divine Principle, the
law of good, which, if only we think rightly is found never to fail to cffect
the permanent disappearance of any particular evil.

Sin the Cause of Disease.—A large proportion of the interminable
trouble and myriad forms of disease in this world are acknowledged
to be due to sin; perhaps forty per cent. A medical specialist in diagnosis
told me that he thought about seventy-five per cent. of disease was duc
either to sin in the individual or sin in his parents. We now find that all
disease is due to sin; but in probably sixty out of a hundred cascs the sin
is the lesser onc of what would be popularly called merely wrong thinking,
belief in a power other than that of God. This, as will be shown, is the
primary cause of all disease and sin. This wrong thinking is due to ignor-
ance. Hence all disease is mental. Socrates said that sin was ignorance. Sin
is ignorance of Truth, ignorance of God. Dr. Thompson, surgeon to I1.M.
Prisons in Scotland, after observation for eighteen ycars, says: “I have
never seen such an accumulation of morbid appearances as here. Scarcely
any die of any one disease, for almost every organ of the body is more or
less diseased or degenerated.”

The Arraignment of the So-called Man.—“Man that is born of
woman is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a Jlozeer,
and is cut down: . . . Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not
one” (Job. 14:1, 2, 4).

The five material miscalled senses condemn themsclves. They cannot
feel, taste, smell, sce or hear God. Has God created these “senses” that
do not enable us to understand Him in the slightest? Most people have
formed the habit of talking of the human body as something wonderful.
It seems to me that it is wonderfully bad. Even a schoolboy could point
out many possibilities of improvement. The ¢ye is, I believe, supposed to
be the most wonderful part of the human frame. Professor Ilelmholtz, one
of the leading scientific men of modern times, referring to the human eye,
of which he had made a special study said : “Of all our members the eye
has always been held the choicest gift of nature--the most marvellous
product of her plastic force.” Then, after commenting on its details, he
adds: “If an optician would sell me an instrument which had all these
defects, I should think myself quite justified in blaming his carclessness in
the strongest terms, and giving him back his instrument” (Lectures on
Scientific Subjects). Every other part of the human body is equally defective
and does not even rival a lobster, which so easily reproduces a lost limb.
If a material man had the different powers of vision apparently possessed
in part by the different animals, his sight, although incomparably better
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than that of human beings, would be quite imperfect in comparison with
the power of sight of which, as will be seen hereafter, man is capable.
The physical eye, however, as will be shown later, is unnecessary for the
exercise of this power.

The Ignorant Man a Helpless Victim.—“Therefore my people are s
gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: . . . Therefore hell
hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure” (Isa. 5:13,
14). :
It has been stated that man is born free. This is absolutely untrue of
the human being. This so-called man is born a helpless babe, and remains ro
helpless, the victim of circumstances, ““‘the football of chance,” until he
gains some faint idea of what God is, and learns how to think rightly.
What poor things mortals are, bound together in this bundle of so-called
life. Menkeys on a stick, pulled about by conflicting emotions, creatures
of impulse, we are swayed by every passing thought whilst we are learning 15
how to control these thoughts. This lamentable position can only continue
until we know how to think rightly, and thus exercise our rightful dominion.

The Death Struggie of Nature.—‘For the earnest expectation of
the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. . . . For we .
know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 20
now” (Rom. 8:19, 22).

Darwin showed the fierce struggle that lies beneath the seeming peace
of nature. Many sensitive natures have been overwhelmed, and are daily
being overwhelmed, by this universal unrelenting nature, “red in tooth’
and claw.” 25

Dr. Macpherson, of Edinburgh, says that “a mere segment of an
earwig will fight with a segment of an Australian ant, under the unmistak-
able influence of rage, until exhaustion or death. ensues.” Even with the
smaller animal life one sees this. Romanes, in Animal Intelligence, gives
particulars of a conflict between a small rotifer and a larger one, and Sir 30
William Dawson states that ““an ‘amceba shows volition, appetite, and
passion.” The pious Jacobi is stated to have said : “Nature conceals God;
man reveals God.” Haeckel writes : “ The raging war of interests in human
society is only a feeble picture of the unceasing and terrible war of existence
which reigns throughout the whole of the living world” (Confession of 35
Faith). No wonder Philip Mauro, who speaks of this world-system as
“stupendous, gigantic, remorseless, terrifying "’ says: “ Though composed
apparently of human beings, and existing presumably for human beings,
it nevertheless devours men, women, and children, placidly, and for
trifling considerations.” 40

Goethe, with all his prosperity and riches, states that he had not
had five weeks of genuine pleasure in his whole life; and Caliph Abdul-
rahman said that in fifty years he had had only fourteen days of pure
happiness. Many have not had this small amount. How different it is when
one knows how to think rightly. : 45

Fiske, the well-known historian, says: “In every part of the animal
world we find implements of torture surpassing in devilish ingenuity
anything that was ever seen in the dungeons of the Inquisition. We are
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introduced to a scene of incessant and universal strife, of which it is not
apparent on the surface that the outcome is the good, or the happiness of
anything that is sentient. If the Creator of such a world is omnipotent, He
cannot be actuated solely by a desire for the welfare of His creatures, but
must have other ends in view, to which this is in some measure sub-
ordinated. Or if He is absolutely benevolent, then He cannot be omni-
potent, but there is something in the nature of things which sets limits to
His creative power” (The Idea of God).

On the other hand, with the lowest there is a sense of good. A friend of
mind recently heard a miserable, poverty-stricken wretch, slouching along
in the cold, soliloquising as follows: “ Gawd ’elp the poor swincs as ’ave
no ’ome of their own this weather.” Few of us are thankful ¢nough for
what we have.

Wonders of the World.—Most people are ignorant of the immensity
and diversity of the universe, or else they could not possibly have thought
of God as they have done. Our solar system, which itsclf appears to be
rushing through space at about twelve miles per second—the velocity of
one star is 200 miles a second—is a mere speck in the heavens, and yet the
orbit of Neptune, the farthest planet of this system, is, on an average,
2,791 millions of miles from the sun. A train running at sixty miles an
hour would take over 5,000 years, nearly the whole of historical time, to
traverse the distance. Alpha, in Centaur, the nearest fixed star to the sun,
is about 25 millions of millions of miles from it, yet the great Nebula in
Orion has been stated to be 250 times the distance from the sun of the
nearest fixed star. The speed of light would cnable it to travel round the
equator seven times in a second; yet it could travel round 1,000 million
times during the four and one-third years it takes to come from Alpha
Centauri. The number of the stars perceptible by means of the great
telescopes is estimated at 400 millions, red, orange, yellow, green, lilac,
purple, etc. Over oo million stars aré now capable of being photographed.
Many of these are of an enormous size; for instance, Rigel in Orion and
Arided in the Swan, are at an immeasurable distance away, and must
exceed our sun many thousands of times in volume, in mass, and in
splendour. The great southern sun, Canopus in Argo, is estimated by Carl
Snyder as having a volume more than 1,000,000 times that of our sun.
“The size of the universe . . . is quitc appalling when we compre-
hend it, for it seems really to be infinite, to have no boundary. Space and
the worlds in space—inhabited worlds many of them, no doubt- -extend
beyo?d the reach of the Jongest telescope” (Sir Oliver Lodge, p.sc., LL.D.,
F.R.S.).

Robert Blatchford, in God and My Neighbour, writes as follows: “On
earth there are forms of life so minute that millions of them existin a
drop of water. There are microscopic creatures more beautiful and more
highly finished than any gem, and more complex and ctfective than the
costliest machine of human contrivance.” In The Start of Creation, Mr.
Edward Clodd tells us that one cubic inch of rotten stone contains 41,000
million vegetable skeletons of diatoms. “Talk about Aladdin’s palace,
Sindbad’s valley of diamonds, Macbeth’s witches, or the Irish fairies | Ilow
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petty are their exploits, how tawdry are their splendours, how paltry are
their riches, when we compare them to the romance of science. Do you
believe that the God who imagined and created such a universe could be
petty, base, cruel, revengeful, and capable of error? I do not believe it.”

The Arraignment of the So-called God.—The national attitude
of ignorance regarding God is shown by the phrase in legal contracts
referring to unavoidable disasters as “acts of God.” Even so-called civilisa-
tion has its devilish side. According to Victor Longheed, in the United
States 12,000 people are annually killed and 50,000 injured by railway
traffic. Mr. C. R. Enock, in a paper read before the Institution of Electrical
Engineers, stated that in 1907 no less than 150,051 people were killed or
injured in Britain and the United States.

Richard Baxter in Saints’ Everlasting Rest, actually states that God
himself will take infinite pleasure in the eternal torments of the damned.
The Rev. M. Baxter told me that we should literally see all the scenes
depicted in the Apocalypse.

The lie that God made matter, this mist that hldes from us the real
and glorious spiritual world, has brought forth such statements as the
following : “It 1s His world, remember. He made it, and He is omnipotent

. why did not He make it better? If it is wayward and intractable,
it can be no more than He expected, or ought to have expected. Wherein
consists His right to punish us for our transgressions? Suppose we chal-
lenge it; what will He say in defence?” Benson writes: “The essence of
God’s omnipotence is that both law and matter are His and originate from
Him; so that if a single fibre of what we know to be evil can be found in
the world, either God is responsible for that, or He is dealing with some-
thing He did not originate and cannot overcome. Nothing can extricate
us from this dilemma, except that what we think evil is not really evil at
all, but hidden good.” This is obviously impossible. Under no circum-
stances can evil be good, and it can never be less nor more than evil; but
it has only recently been discovered that evil, as manifested illusion, will
temporarily hide from us the permanent good, until this good is under-
stood and acknowledged to be spiritual, tangible, the only reality.

Could a God of even the human standard of morality have made this
material evil world of rampant injustice, or could such a hellish wilderness
of tangled dreams form part of an original perfect conception? Read
William Watson’s arraignment of the Powers of Europe at the time of the
Armenian massacres, and then think :—

“Yea, if ye could not, though ye would, lift hand—
Ye haltxng leaders—-to abridge Hell’s reign.
If such your plight, most hapless ye of men !
But, if ye could, and would not, oh, what plea
Think ye shall stand you at your trial, when
The thundercloud of witnesses shall loom
At the Assizes of Eternity?”

Haeckel truly writes: “If the one God is really the absolutely good
perfect Being they proclaim, then the world which He has created must
also be perfect.” An organic world so imperfect and full of sorrow as
exists on this earth He could not possibly have contrived.

I0

20

25

30

40

45



24 SECTION ONE

Now God is the greatest friend and guide that a man can have, “a very
present help” in every kind of trouble. Poor, deluded humanity ! What a
terrible penalty it pays for ignorance of God. How fatally it is deceived.

Good.—“Moreover it [goodness] needeth not to enter into the soul, for
5 it is there already, only it is unperceived” (Theologia Germanica).

God, the Principle of good, never made the material world, nor ever
could have made, or even know of, such a horrible nightmarc. If so He is
unquestionably responsible. Sin, disease, and dcath are absolutely
unnatural. The true God made the real world, and we find the Bible

1o statement scientifically accurate: “And God saw every thing that he had
made, and, behold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31). The material world is
only a false sense of the real or spiritual world, which is here now and
everywhere, and which, to those who look for it, shines through the visible
world in glimpses of eternal verities. “I expect that the great mass of the

15 beauty around us is hidden from' us, even from the highest at present”
(Sir Oliver Lodge).

“ For so the whole round earth is every way
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God” (Temnyson).

The material world is fortunately not a fact. It is only a series of illusory
20 false beliefs about the real world which is here around us if we could only
perceive it and be conscious only of perfection. “Men, who hold the truth
in unrighteousness . . . changed the truth of God into a lic” (Rom.
1:18, 25). “Other world | There is no other world. God is on¢ and omni-
present; here or nowhere is the whole fact” (Emerson). “The world
25 constructed with the impressions of our senses is a summary translation,
and necessarily a far from faithful one, of the real world which we know
not” (The Evolution of Forces, Dr. Le Bon).
“Theism . . . recognises an Omnipresent Encrgy, which is none other
than the living God. The presence of God is the one all-pervading fact
30 of life, from which there is no escape” (Zhe Idea of God, John Fiske).
Consequently, the love, the life, the beauty, the joy, the wisdom, realitics
of God’s creation, in fact, all the good of which we, unfortunately, only get
indications in this so-called material world, is real, made by God. “Lo,
this only have I found, that God hdth made man upright; but they have
35 sought out many inventions” (Eccles. 7:29). The man that God made is
perfect, sinless, and cternal. Paul said : “ Neither death, nor life . . . nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God ™ (Romans 8 :38,
39). He knew well enough that the real man was “in Christ,” and never
40 could be separated from God, divine Love. “The carth is full of the good-
ness of the Lord” (Ps. 33:5). Thhis is spoken of the permanent and perfect,
spiritual earth.
Matter while keld in its place by ignorance and false belief, mercly hides
from us the real spiritual carth, with all its spiritual beauty and goodness,
45 so that we get a limited, material sense of it, instead of seeing it as it really
is. How fortunate it is that we get cven gleams of reality, intuitional,
significant, timely foreshadowings of the truth. “ O world as God has made
it! All is beauty; and knowing this is love, and love is duty” (Robert
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Browning). Sir Oliver Lodge says : “ Everything sufficiently valuable, be it
beauty, artistic achievement, knowledge, unselfish affection, may be
thought of as enduring henceforth and for ever . . . as part of the eternal
Being of God.”

““And all that is at all,
Lasts ever, past recall;
Earth changes, but thy soul and God stand sure’’ (Robert Browning).

EVOLUTION OF OUR SENSE OF GOD

“Every human institution, therefore, religion itself, so far as man can
affect it—is exposed to inevitable decay. Accordingly, a religion which is not
waiting for a vevival is waiting only wll it be swept away. Christianity has
always reformed itself, and will to the end of time continue to reform itself,
by going back to the words and to the life of Christ” (Chips from a German
Workshop, Max Miiller).

When mortal so-called man was a mere brute beast he had no God;
he did not even understand what good was, and probably ate his children
if he could get at them. This stage of ignorance is alluded to in the second
verse of the first chapter of Genesis as ““ darkness.”

This first chapter can be looked upon as a symbolic description of the
real or spiritual world, referred to by John in chapter one verse three
of his Gospel, when he said, “ All things were made by him.” The second
chapter of Genesis, commencing at the sixth verse, gives a symbolic descrip-
tion of how the material world started. The first chapter may also be taken
as a description of the false belief in the evolution of the material, or so-
called man from materiality or absolute ignorance and bestiality, up to the
true knowledge of God, and dematerialisation. By this term is meant the
entire disappearance both of the material body and so-called mind, spoken
of by Paul as the carnal body and the carnal mind, which constitute what
is called the material man, and is “enmity against God,” or good. The
former, the material body, was dematerialised by the great Way-shower,
the man Christ Jesus, in the silent precincts of the tomb, and the latter was
dematerialised at what is called his ascension, this being the disappearance
of the material form of the man Jesus of Nazareth to the limited human
senses of those who failed to be able to perceive his more perfect form.
The spiritual body, his real self, the son of God, imperceptible to the five
limited senscs, always existed in the real, spiritual world, heaven, which,
in fact, is here around us, only we see it falsely. Sooner or later, we all
have to get rid of our so-called human mind and body. “ Even we oursélves
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our body” (Rom. 8:23).

The experience of Jesus the Master-metaphysician understood, will
bring a repetition of his attainments, including all his miracles, but with-
out the accompanying crucifixion or tomb, which were the incidental out-
come of gencral ignorant and malicious opposition.

20

30

35

The deep significance of the Master’s life, of his words, and of his 45

works, is only just beginning to dawn upon a world waiting in expectation
for its rclease from the overwhelming burdens, which to so many make
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life now the hell that we were falsely taught we might find to be awaiting
us only in the future.
“T have laboriously and freshly examined every single passage in the
New Testament bearing upon the subject of God’s Will, and I have also
s examined freshly every single passage in the New Testament bearing upon
suffering and affliction. I fail to find one which warrants the belief that
sickness and death are the will of God, sent directly by His hand upon us.
If sickness and suffering are according to the will of God, then every
physician is a law-breaker, every trained nurse is defying the will of God,
1o every hospital is a house of rebellion instead of a house of mercy. All the
conditions which increase suffering and breed sickness are therefore ful-
filments of the will of God, and sanitation is blasphemy. This tradition
quickly reasons itself out into impossibility” (Does God Send Trouble?

Rev. Charles Cuthbert Hall).

The Religion of One God.—*Thou shalt have no other gods before
me” (Ex. 20:3).

When the primeval savage prayed to one of his gods, for instance
to his club lying over the exit from his dwelling-house, he got on better
than the man next door who did not, because it was his best 1dea of God,
20 and he had greater confidence when fighting, thinking that he was helped

by some other power than himself. It has been truly said : “Man makes
God in his own image.” Xenophanes said that if horses, lions, etc., could
paint, they certainly would make gods in their own image.

The idea of God gradually evolved, until we come to the jealous

25 God” of the Hebrews.l This race, strong-thinking, strong-headed, and
determined, looked upon Jehovah as a supernatural being, who not only
told them to slay their enemies, but actually slew them himself, and
required sacrifices of innocent animals—such sacrifices, taken literally,
being very little better than human sacrifices to the heathen’s idea of God,

30 called Moloch, Baal, etc.

“The Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and
hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the fierce anger of the
Lord may be turned away from Israel. . . . And the Lord spake unto
Moses, saying, Vex the Midianites and smite them : For they vex you with

35 their wiles” (Num. 25:4, 16, 17, 18). “The Lord met him [Moses], and
sought to kill him” (Ex. 4:24). “Saul . . . enquired not of the Lord:
therefore he slew him” (I Chron. 10:13, 14). “Er, the firstborn of Judah,

was evil in the sight of the Lord; and he slew him” (I Chron. 2:3).

The idea of God gradually evolved until we see in Psalm fifty-one, verse

40 seventeen, that God required, not the sacrifice of innocent animals, but
the sacrifice of “a broken and a contrite heart.” A still higher concept is

15

1 The Hebrew names descriptive of God have been called ‘‘lenses through which
to see the character of God.”” They are El, Eloah, Elah, Elohim, Jehovah-Elohim,
Gelyon, El Shaddai, Jehovah-Jireh, Jehovah-Nissi, Jehovah-Raphai (The Lord our

45 Healer), Jehovah-Shammah, Jehovah-Shalom, Jehovah-Rohi, Adon, Adonai, Yah,
and Yahveh or Jehovah. The Hebrew language had many words of various mean-
ings which, when the Scriptures were first translated into Greek, about 300 B.C.—
the Septuagint—were translated ‘‘theos,” which means either the true God or
a false god, and “kurios,” which means either heavenly or earthly lord or master.
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the later prophets’ idea of God, exemplified in the following words: “I
desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than
burnt offerings” (Hosea 6:6).

Later on we reach a widely held orthodox view of God impossible
for any logical person to understand who has thought deeply on the s
subject. Conscious matter must imply Pantheism, and it is the false con-
ception of God that makes men Christians only in name, spiritual only in
empty theory, whilst material in daily practice. A merciless god, who
allowed a majority to be eternally punished, who permitted the inhuman
torture of his beloved Son, who created beings capable of sin, who per- 10
mitted cruelties inconceivable, was the necessary outcome of an ignorance
that was as extraordinary (when we really think logically) as it was
universal. Believing man to be the victim of his Maker, eternally punished
“for the sins of a few tired years,” no wonder God was more feared than
loved. No wonder so-called Christians made their religious beliefs a 15
source of fiendish cruelties towards those who differed from their con-

. ception of such a devilish god. In the light of the teachings of Jesus, the
true understanding of which is now spreading all over the world, we find
that this idea of God is little better than that of a magnified human con-
ception of man, and that not even of a noble man. “ After nineteen cen- 20
turies of propagandism, Christianity is now compelled to apologise for
Christendom ™ (Prof. R. D. Hitchcock).

The Definition of God.—“Let not him who seeks . . . cease until he finds,
and when he finds he shall be astonished; astonished he shall reach the
kingdom, and having reached the kingdom he shall vest ” (New Sayings 25
of Fesus, from The Oxyrkynchus Papyri).

As people’s idea of God has become more spiritual, so has their sense
of Deity become better. The ideas of primitive Christianity are again
elevating mankind. We learn the essence of all goodness, 4nd reach the true,
because scientific, concept of this that Jesus demonstrated—the God who 30
is All-in-all, the God who is good and infinite, leaving no room for any-
thing else; not a personal tyrant, but Love itself, Life itself, Truth itself,
one infinite Mind. This Mind is the cause of all love, all life, and all truth,
and is “reflected in the intelligent, compound idea,” man, made in the
image or likeness of God, “showing forth the infinite divine Principle” 35
of good, Life, Truth, and Love, called God.! Synonymous terms for Mind
as God are : Spirit, the essence of all holiness; Soul, the foundation of all
wisdom and knowledge; all substance (real and permanent substance,
not our false sense of substance); intelligence, the Principle of all Science,
and, consequently, the first and only cause, and the only reality. “The 40
remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God”
(Isa. 10:21). This great turning-point of the recognition of the omni-
potence and omnipresence of good has now been reached.

“For I am God, and there is none else” (Isa. 45:22). God, being
All-in-all, is not a separate person, He is the only Person. Archdeacon 45
Wilberforce in Mystic Immanence writes: “Beautiful and consoling as is
Isaiah’s conception of God as Universal Mother [‘As one whom his

1 See Miscellany, p. 269, Mary Baker Eddy.
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mother comforteth, so will I comfort you’], it is still Deistic, it still
leaves the Infinite Intelligence as a Person, which He is not.”” God is the
only Person, the one and only Ego. .
If our mind models become less spiritual we deteriorate morally,
s physically, and what is wrongly termed mentally. We must therefore drop
our sense of a finite, personal, changeful God, and get a better conception
of the quality and quantity of universal, infinite good.! This more perfect
idea held to constantly, in our thoughts of things and people, must alter,
not only our churches, but our physique, both of which depend upon our
1o ideals. Of man it has truly been said: “For as he thinketh in his heart, so
is he” (Prov. 23:7).
“Speak to Him, thou, for He hears, and spirit with spirit can meet,
Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands and feet” (Tennyson).
The Trinity.—Theology has long tried to obtain some simple and
15 logical explanation of the Trinity. Life, Truth, and Love constitute the
Trinity of God, Mind, Soul, Spirit; namely, God the Father; Christ, the
spiritual idea of sonship, the manifestation of God; and the Holy Ghost or
Comforter, Divine Science, the action of God on man—the ideal man, the
reflection of God—that makes man what he is, namely, the knowledge or
20 consciousness of God, by means of which God acts and works.2 Of the
Logos Archdeacon Wilberforce, in Mystic Immanence, writes : *“ The Logos
is the quality of Originating Mind that forms, upholds, sustains all that is.
“Without the Logos was not anything made that was made.””
Instead of the many gods that weak mortals now have, we must have
25 only one God, and that triune God must be good and All-in-all.’ It is not
possible that two opposite concepts of God can both be true. If we
break the First Commandment and have more than one god, evil must
punish us for this sin and keep on punishing us until 'we rcturn to the
Father, whom Paul describes as the “Father of all, who is above all, and
30 through all, and in you all” (Eph. 4:6). Haeckel writes: “'To this triune
Divine Ideal shall the coming twentieth century build its altars. I conclude
my monistic Confession of Faith with the words: May God, the Spirit of
Good, the Beautiful, and the True, be with us.” '
I doubt whether even infidels have no god. Their god they probably
35 call cause or nature. Is their god far removed from the god who used
sickness to punish the beings he had so badly created that they were capable

1 The Greek words ““ epignosis tou theou,” translated in the epistles both of Peter
and Paul as “knowledge of God,” should be translated “full or exact knowledge of
God,” as opposed to the word ““gnosis,” meaning “ordinary knowledge.” *“ Epi-

40 gnosis” is also used in Rom. 10:2, and Col. 1: 9.

? See Science and Health, pp. 331, 332, Mary Baker Eddy. The word Trinity was
first introduced in the apologetic work of Theophilus, Bishop of Antioch, in Syria,
who wrote between A.D. 168 and 183. All the ancient nations had thcir trinity of
gods, and the Jews carefully kept free from this hercsy. In India there were Brahma,

45 Vishnu, and Siva—Creator, Preserver, and Destroyer. Vishnu is said to have had
nine incarnations, with the object of helping the human race; the tenth is said
to be about to come at the end of this age. Some Jews have taught that God has
descended nine times to the Earth, and that the forthcoming tenth appearance as
the Messiah would be final. In Persia the Trinity was Oromasdes, Mithra, and

50 Arimanius; in Babylon, Anu, Bel, and Hea; in Egypt, Osiris, Isis, and Horus. This
idea was introduced into Christianity by the Gnostics.
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of sin and its punishment, sickness? The more purified the human nature,
as a rule, the higher the idea of God. That extraordinary character,
Napoleon, said : “Since ever the history of Christianity was written, the
loftiest intellects have had a practical faith in God.”

‘“ All are but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature is, and God the soul” (Pope).

Origin of Good.—“Whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever” (Eccles.
3:14). “He is the Rock, his work is perfect” (Deut. 32:4).

All the good that we ever received or ever shall receive, must come
from the action of this ever-active Principle, the Principle of good. “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above [above any limited human
conception], and cometh down from the Father of lights [absolute infinite
good], with whom is no variableness” (James 1:17). Good is permanent,
evil is illusionary.

When. dining -together, a well-known and religious medical man and
a leading clergyman were discussing the great wave of spirituality now
flooding the world, and its inevitable results. The medical man turned to
the clergyman and, referring to a mutual friend of theirs, said: “It is a
curious thing that this is not so much affecting men like you and me, but
scientific men like , who has been brought up all his life as a practical
and scientific man, yet what is your knowledge of God and my knowledge
of God as compared with his?”” This he said because their friend had been
able to prove his knowledge of God by the instantaneous healing of sin
and the sickness resulting therefrom.

In Hebrews 8, verse 11, it is foretold that in the latter days mankind
will not need to be taught the knowledge of God, “for all shall know me
[God], from the least to the greatest.” St. Augustine says: “ God is present
everywhere in His entirety, and yet is nowhere. He dwells in the depths of
my being, more inward than my innermost self, and higher than my
highest.” The scholastic mystics say that God has His centre everywhere,
His circumference nowhere. Such teaching deals only in spiritual abstrac-
tions. We have now a practical knowledge of God and man, something that
will help us over every difficulty that can possibly present itself, an under-
standing of both as co-existent and co-eternal, spiritual and perfect.

The Religion of Many Gods.—“God forbid that we should forsake
the Lord, to serve other gods” (Josh. 24 :16).

Simultaneously, side by side with the evolution of the idea of one God,
was what might almost be called an evolution of a religion of many gods.
This began with the worship of the constellations and multitudinous
natural objects. It developed into the worship of relics, images, etc., the
deification of human beings, alive and dead, and now ends with the attempt
to make each man a god for himself. This is evidenced by the false “ mental
science” now being taught by those who, unfortunately for themselves and
their followers, know no better, and suffer bitterly for their fatal and need-
less ignorance. This so-called “mental science” rests entirely upon a false
material basis, and is only the modern and final development of the so-
called black art, which has been recognised, but not understood, from the
earliest ages.
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IS THE REAL MAN MATERIAL OR SPIRITUAL?

“ Call no man your father upon the earth; for one is your Father, which is
in heaven” (Matt. 23:9). ) )
For ages man has been cajoled and generally hypnot1§ed into the
5 belief that he is a material being, liable to sin, sickness, worries, troubles,
and ultimate death. There is not a word of truth in it. It is a misappre-
hension of existence, absolutely false. “ For if a man think himself to be
something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself” (Gal. 6:3). « It is,
then, as it appears, the greatest of all lessons, to know one’s sclf. For if a
10 man knows himself, he will know God” (Bishop Clement, Padag. 111).
“There is no question more important to solve than that of knowing what
human knowledge is, and how far it extends” (Quwres XI, Descartcs).
For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation
of the sons of God” (Rom. 8:19). Jesus said, “Yc¢ neither know me, nor
15 my Father : if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also”
(John 8:19). The message of Jesus through Mary to his “brethren”
is equally ours by right of inheritance to-day: “I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father” (John 20:17). This ascent is mental.

The Material or Carnal Man as Described in the Bible.—“Ye are

20 of your father the devil, . . . He . . . abode not in the truth [reality],
because there is no truth in him . . . he is a liar, and the father of it”
(John 8:44).

The material man is simply an ethereal individualisation of a theoretical

human structure; a mere mechanical apparatus manifesting imaginative
25 theories, and bad at that. He is the misformation or misrepresentation of
spiritual being. He is dead to Spirit, buried in matter.

It is instructive to see¢ how accuratcly the Bible description of the
material or carnal man supports the so-called facts with reference to his
history put forward in this work. The first man mentioned in the Bible as

30 born to human parents became a murderer (Gen. 4:8), and the last time
that man is mentioned is in connection with penalties to which he is liable
(Rev. 22:19).
“For we are born at all adventure : and we shall be hereafter as though
we had never been” (Wisdom of Solomon z:2). “Dust thou art, and unto
35 dust thou shalt return” (Gen. 3:19). “ A man hath no pre-eminence above
a beast: . . . All are of the dust, and all turn to dust again” (Eecles.
3:19, 20). “Yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place?”
(Eccles. 6:6). “The carnal mind is enmity against God' . . . they that arc
in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:7, 8). “’T'here is none that docth
40 good, no, not one” (Ps. 14:3). “The heart of the sons of men is full of
evil” (Eccles. 9:3). “ There is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3: ro).
“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinncth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might
destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God . . . cannot sin,
45 because he is born of God” (I John 3:8, 9). “'To him that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). “'They which are
the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God” (Rom. ¢:8).
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““Inme . .. dwelleth no good thing: . . . how to perform that which is
good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I
would not, that I do. . . . Itis no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth
in me. . . . For I delight in the law of God after the inward man”
(Rom. 7:18, 19, 20, 22). “As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of 3
the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone”
(Ps. 103:15, 16). “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth,” says Isaiah.
He adds, however, “but the word of our God shall stand for ever”
(Isa. 40:8).

Mr. Arthur Balfour, former Prime Minister of Great Britain, tells us 10
that, as far as natural science is concerned, man’s “very existence is an
accident, his story a brief and discreditable episode in the life of one of the
meanest of planets.” But this cannot be God’s intelligent manifestation,
though it might well describe the kind of man of whom Huxley was speak-
ing when he said that he would “neither affirm nor deny the immortality 15
of man.”

““For good ye are and bad, and like to coins,

Some true, some light, but every one of you,
Stamped with the image of the King”’ (Tennyson).

The Apparent Duality.—“No man Living hath yet seen Man’ (Bishop 20
Foster).
«“ Mg.n begins to hear a voice that fills the heavens and the earth, saying -
that God is within him, that there is the celestial host. I find this amazing
-revelation of my immediate relation to God a solution of all the doubts that
oppressed me. I recognise the distinction of the outer and the inner self; 25
the double consciousness that within this erring, passionate, mortal self,
sits a supreme, calm, immortal mind, whose powers I do not know; but

it is stronger than I, it is wiser than I; it never approved me in any wrong;

I seek counsel of it in my doubts; I repair to it in my dangers; I pray to it

in my undertakings. It seems to me the face which the Creator uncovers 30
to his child” (Emerson).

Michael Faraday, who spent his lifetime in the forefront of experi-
mental research, declared in a lecture on education, delivered in the Royal
Institution, London, that, “High as man is placed above the creatures
around him, there is a higher and more exalted position within his view. 35
. . . I believe the truth of that future . . . is made known to him by
other teaching than his own, and is received through simple belief of the
testimony given.”

Something deeper than mere belief is needed. A practical and
demonstrable understanding of truth is necessary for intelligent, 40
harmonious existence. :

Had there been added to a character such as that of Faraday, the
priceless scientific knowledge of to-day, many years of painful waiting
for the end of evil might have been saved the world.

“Things of to-day ! What is a man? A dream of shadow is mankind. 45
Yet when there comes down glory imparted from God, radiant light shines
among men” (Pindar). “We feel we are nothing—for all is Thou and in
Thee; we feel we are something—that also has come from Thee” (Tenny-
son). “It is well men should be reminded that the very humblest of them
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has the power to fashion after a Divine model” (Maeterlinck). Herbert’
Spencer, though regarding the ego as “ the transitory state of the moment,”
yet suggests the existence of a permanent ego which canrot be known.
The following statements are scientific when rightly understood.
s “Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit” (Rom. 8:9). “We know that
we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness” (I John 5:19).
“God sent forth his Son . . . To redeem them that were under the law
. . . And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts . . . Wherefore thou art . . . a son . ... an heir of
10 God through Christ” (Gal. 4:4~7). This being so we must thercfore with-
out delay, “Put off the old man which is corrupt . . . and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind” (Eph. 4:22, 23). We must rise from “the burial
of mind in matter, into newness of life as Spirit” (see Science and Health,
p- 38. See also Rom. 6:4).

15 False Spirituality.—Let us here clear up a misconception that
has misled many, especially earnest religious people. The spiritual
man is not a human being who is constantly thinking of spiritual things;
that is, a material person “spiritually minded.” The spiritual man is the
real permanent man now and always in heaven, the son of God. When

20 you think of God you are praying; but this is only the material sense, the
false consciousness, awakening to a better sense of the spiritual world.
This right method of praying 1s the endeavour to rise in consciousness to
the true sense of heaven, now and here. The effect of this is the elimination
of the material human sense, hitherto thought to be man. Even when the

25 material counterfeit, hitherto thought to be you, is apparently conscious of
evil, your real self is always thinking God’s thoughts.

The True Man.—“The kingdom of Heaven is within you; and whoever
shall know himself shall find it. Strive thevefore to know yourselves, and ye
shall be aware that ye are the sons of the almighty Father, and ye shall know

30 that ye are in the city of God, and ye are the city” (General interpretation of
New Sayings of Jesus from The Oxyrhynchus Papyri).

You are not sinful and material. “ God created man in his own image.!
. . . And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good” (Gen. 1:27, 31). You are a perfect being in a perfect, spiritual

35 world, in heaven, the kingdom of harmony, one with the infinitc Mind, as
an individualised expression of that Mind, an individualisation of the
Christ, a spiritual divine emanation, governed by a perfect God, for ever
perfect, imaging forth the infinite perfection of Mind, and with limitless
powers. Act up to this perfect ideal. Mentally identify yourself always with

40 your real self. “We have a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens” (II Cor. 5:1). “The kingdom of God is within
you” 2 (Luke 17:21), within your present capacity of conscious realisa-
tion. We are glorious children of a King, spiritual, eternal, and divine.

“It alters the whole outlook on life to know you personally are an

45 idea in the mind of God” (Mystic Immanence, Archdeacon Wilberforce).

1' “ Imagc—_—ap essential, substantial, real and adequate resemblance of another”
(Wilson’s Christian Dictionary).
* A.V,, margin “among you”; R.V., margin, “in the midst of you.”



IS THE REAL MAN MATERIAL OR SPIRITUAL? 33

“Never have I not been, never hast thou, and never shall time yet come
when we shall not all be” (L. D. V. Barnett’s Translation of The Song
Celestial—The Bhagavad Gitd).

We have to recognise clearly the distinction between this real perfect
man, the Son of God, and the son of man, the material thing that we have
hitherto thought to be ourselves. The Bible speaks throughout of man as
the Son of God, and yet Jesus said, “Ye are of your father the devil”
(John 8:44).

“The ungodly said, reasoning with themselves, but not aright: . . .
Let us oppress the poor righteous man, . . . because he is not for our
turn, and he is clean contrary to our doings: . . . He professeth to have
the knowledge of God : and he calleth himself the child of the Lord. . . .
We are esteemed of him as counterfeits : he abstaineth from our ways as
from filthiness: he pronounceth the end of the just to be blessed, and
maketh his boast that God is his father. Let us see if his words be true:
. . . For if the just man be the son of God, he will help him. . . . Such
things they did imagine, and were deceived : for their own wickedness hath
blinded them. . . . For God created man to be immortal, and made him
to be an image of his own eternity” (Wisdom of Solomon 2 :1, 10, 12, 13,
16, 17, 18, 21, and 23). The exactness of this statement has scarcely even
been conceived of, much less tested and proved, until recently. “Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect”
(Matt. 5:48). “Ye are the temple of the living God” (II Cor. 6:16), “in
him we live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17:28). “The Spirit
of God hath made me” (Job. 33:4). “For we are also his offspring”
(Aratus, quoted in Acts 17:28).

In the 8th Psalm, verse g, it is said that God made¢ man “a little lower
than Elohim” (R.V. margin) or God, and elsewhere in the Psalms and in
many other places the statement occurs that we are the “sons of God.”
In the Authorised Version the word “Elohim” has been translated
“angels,” for the translators, being so misled by matter, could not see that
the real man is and always has been spiritual, and that, being made by God
in His image and likeness, he never could fall nor be material.

“Thou madest man, he knows not why,
He thinks he was not made to die;
And Thou hast made him : Thou art just” (Tennyson).

Jesus, as recorded in John 10, verses 34, 35, not only quoted Psalm 82,
verse 6, “Ye are gods,” but also drove it home by adding, “and the
scripture cannot be broken.” The full statement in the Psalm is, “I
have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.”
This definition shows the absolute unity of God and: the real man, man
not being God, but the manifestation of God, the compound idea of God.
The word used in the Psalm is “Elohim,” and in John “Theoi,” both
words referring to the higher sense of God.

Nearly all great men who have lived their religion have recognised
and taught that man is divine. St. Athanasius wrote: “He became man
that we might be made God.” 1 St. Augustine said: “He called men

1 Orat. de Incarn. Verbi.
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gods, as being deified by his grace, not as born of his substance.” ! It is
a false sense of life, substance, and mind that hides the divine possibilities
(see Science and Health, p. 325). :
Zechariah, with prophetic foresight, based upon a knowledge of the
s one true God, when speaking of the final battle in the latter days, writes:
“The house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the Lord
before them” (Zech. 12:8). “And it shall come to pass, that in the place
where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be
called the children of the living God” (Rom. g :26). This prophecy is now
10 being fulfilled. “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himsclf shall be
with them, and be their God” (Rev. 21 :3).
“The essence of our being, the mystery in us that calls itsclf ‘I’—ah,
what words have we for such things?—is a breath of heaven; the Highest
15 Being reveals Himself in man. . . . We are the miracle of miracles—the
greatest inscrutable mystery of God. We cannot understand it, we know
not how to speak of it, but we may feel and know, if we like, that it is
verily so” (Thomas Carlyle).

Sons of the Living God.—“Now are we the sons of God” (I John
20 3:2). “ Ye are the sons of the living God” (Hosea 1 :10).

Having found the true idea of God, which dawns upon human thought
with the advancing light of spiritual understanding, man learns what he
teally is, and always has been, namely, the son of the living God; in other
words, a perfect spiritual being in heaven, a permanent individualisation of

25 spiritual, scientific consciousness. “ We are in infinity now just as we shall
ever be” (Sir Oliver Lodge).

The following quotations are instructive :—

“I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most
High” (Ps. 82:6). “Worship him, all ye gods” (Ps. 97:7). “The Lord

30 hath said unto me, Thou art my Son” (Ps. 2:7). “Which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God”
(John 1:13). “There is but one God, the.Father . . . and we in him”
(I Cor. 8:6). “Ye are of God, little children” (I John 4:4). The Godhood
of man is the fact which spiritual evolution is bringing to light. “Man is

35 the noblest work of God.” “Himself from God he could not free”
(Emerson). In this material world man should so recognisec his noble
destiny, his oneness with God, that holiness be found in him, and he should
live the Christ life.

“In Christ.”’—Both John and Paul have pointed out that we are in

40 Christ. “We are in him that is true, even in his son, Jesus Christ” (I John

5:20). “Blessed . . . with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in

Christ” (Eph. 1:3). This does not mean that we are in the man Jesus.

“Jesus of Nazareth is plainly terrestrial. His advent was the glory, his
reception the shame of the human race” 2 (Sir Oliver Lodge). “Jesus .

45 unveiled the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love” (Science and

1 Aug. in Psalm 49. Ex. Bened.
* Christian Revelation from a Scientific Point of View. Address before the National
Free Church Council, at Portsmouth, March ¢, 1911.
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Health, p. 38). Few grasp the far-reaching and glorious signification of
Peter’s reply to our Master, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God” (Matt. 16:16).

Each of us is an individualisation of that consciousness, an individualisa-
tion of the Christ. “In him is no sin” (I John 3:5). All the spiritual beings s
together are the Christ,t “We, being many, are one body in Christ”
(Rom. 12:5); “wearein . . . Jesus Christ” (I John 5:20); “Your bodies
are the members of Christ” (I Cor. 6:15); “In Christ shall all be made
alive” (I Cor. 15:22); “Your life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3);
“the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all” 10
(Eph. 1:22, 23). Remember that “church” means originally, “an
assembly.” 2 It is held together by the power of Love alone. “Union with
Christ must be something real and substantial, and not merely a metaphor
and a flower of rhetoric” (Rev. Charles Kingsley). St. Augustine says:
“Let us rejoice and return thanks that we have been made, not only 15
Christians, but Christ.”

Dr. Inge writes: “Union with the glorified Christ is the essence of
Christianity.” 3 Professor Wallace, of Oxford, says: “The great deed that
seems to emerge as the life of Christ is the bringing into one of God and
man.” ¢ The Christ is as infinite as God, the true idea of God, “of whom 20
are all things, and we in him” (I Cor. 8:6). We therefore, individualise
the power or activity of God, for God is seen to work by man, the Christ by
reflection. ““ Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God” (I Cor.
1:24). “His eternal power and Godhead” (Rom. r:20). This is “the
mystic Christ” of the early Fathers (see Eph. 3:3-5, 9), which now is no 25
longer hidden and misunderstood by those who can prove their knowledge
of God, by demonstration of the Christ-power. “ When we recognise . . .
that the mystic Christ is in all, and that every human being is a potential
Jesus, we have realised what it is to be ‘in the Lord.” If only we could
stand fast in this truth!” (Mystic Immanence, Archdeacon Wilberforce). 3o

The « Second Coming of Christ.”—“ Do not be afraid of an idea
because it has several times striven to make itself appreciated. Every great
revelation is likely to have been foreshadowed in more or less imperfect forms
50 as to prepare our minds and make ready the way for complete perception
hereafter. It is probable that the human race is quite incompetent to receive 35
a really great idea the first time it is offered. So 1t was with the idea of the
Messiah which was abroad in the land, and had been for centuries, before
Christ’s coming; and never has He been really recogmised by more than a
few” 5 (Sir Oliver Lodge).

God must be absolute good, Life itself, Truth itself, Love itself, and 40
the perfect world must be governed by the Principle of all good. The
manifestation of good must be made in the image and likeness of good, of

1 <« T'he oneness of all men with one another in Christ, and their oneness with
God through Christ, is the foundation of all practical and effective religion”
(Father Tyrrell in The Way of Truth). 45

2 Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible.

8 The Puaddock Lectures for 1906.

4 Lectures and Essays.

§ Christian Revelation from &’ Scientific Point of View.
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God. The account of the Creation in Genesis 1, verses 26, 27, bears
witness to this. Man, therefore must manifest Life, Trut_h, and Love,
having life eternal, and being absolutely truthful and loving. He must
thus be found active, energetic, and absolutely joyous, haymg all_know-
5 ledge of what he requires, all wisdom, all intelligence, with an infinite
vista of infinite variety before him. o
You are now and ever have been, in reality, a perfect spiritual being,
“the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8). To the
human consciousness this truth of our unity with God comes as the
10 birth of a new idea. In reality it is as old as eternity. This is the sccond
coming of Christ, which comes to each of us ‘wh'en ready, hf_tmg us into
heaven, into the kingdom of God that is within, when, with glorious
possibilities daily unfolding, our hearts go out to every man, and joyously
manifesting the Christ, life, love, and truth are spread around, filling the

15 hungry with good things.

“Thy soul must overflow, if thou
Another’s soul wouldst reach;
It needs the overflow of heart
To give the lips full speech.

20 Think truly, and thy thoughts
) Shall the world’s famine feed;
Speak truly, and each word of thine
Shall be a fruitful seed;
Live truly, and thy life shall be
25 A great and noble creed” (Horatio Bonar).

“Before the immense possibilities of man, all mere expericnce, all past
biography, however spotless and sainted, shrinks away” (Essay on The
Owersoul, Emerson).

Three Points of View.—Throughout history there have been three
30 great classes of thinkers, who, approaching the knowledge of this so-called
material universe from different points of view, have always been more or
less antagonistic. These are the theologians, who look at things from a
religious point of view; the natural scientists, who look at things from a
material point of view; and the philosophers, who have until recently
35 looked at things chiefly from a human and therefore semi-metaphysical
point of view.

During the last few years a great change, a splendid and glorious
change, pregnant with meaning, has been taking place among the advanced
workers in these three schools of thought; the least being among the

40 metaphysicians, and the greatest among the natural scientists. For genera-
tions these three classes of thinkers, starting from a slough of ignorance,
have been climbing up the mountain of knowledge and emerging from the
mist into the bright sunlight. Nearing the peak the theologian looks round
and is staggered to find on one side the scientific man close within reach,

45 and on the other the metaphysician likewise emerging from his wilderness
of theories into practical metaphysics. “I will proceed to do a marvellous
work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish” (Isa. 29 :14).
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Paley says, “We believe what we are taught,” and as Bishop Westcott,
in his Gospel of the Resurrection puts it: ‘“We receive the facts and the
dogmatic interpretation of the facts simultaneously.” We have to change
all this and learn how to learn. Then we shall commence to give up our
multitudinous false ideas. “ Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where s
is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom_of
this world?” (I Cor. 1:20). “There are things which the intellect 4 seek,
but by herself will never find. These things instinct can find, but will
never seek them unprompted by the intellect” (Henri Bergson).

Choice of Words.—At the present time the difficulty in understanding 10
the relative views of these three great classes is largely a question of terms.
There will now be put forward some ideas which cannot fail to enable
those belonging to different schools of thought to understand each other
better and so change opposition into co-operation.

It is always more or less difficult to express metaphysical truths in literal 15
or physical terms. This is why in all religions there is such a wonderful
variety in their methods of expressing such concepts. Plato felt this, for as
James Martineau says: “His speculations present the liveliest image of a
mind struggling with the inadequacy of language to shape into consistent
expression relations which nevertheless consist in reality.” 20

Expanding thought has to find expression and define its use of terms.
Various religious phrases, which may possibly appear to have a hackneyed
significance, are used in this book in their scientific sense, and with
definite purpose. For instance, “wake up” is used as it would be to awaken
one under the influence of hypnotism. “ Now it is high time to awake out =25
of sleep : for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed’’ (Rom.
13:11). A treatise on an inversion of false ideas must include truer meanings
of words in general use.

ADVANCING HUMAN KNOWLEDGE

“ Knowledge the wing wherewith we fly to heaven” (Shakespeare). 30

Good, not what we have hitherto called good, but absolute good, is
Truth. God and good are synonymous terms. All religion is a question of
man’s conception of God, of good; and to find out a man’s religion you
must find out what he thinks of God. The only real test of a religion is:
Are its doctrines demonstrable? It must be proved in every department 35
of life. ““A religion that will teach us how to live, that will hold up clear
and high the laws of life, and win us to obedience to them—this is the
religion the world needs, and it is the only true religion” (W. M. Salter).
“For a rightecous man thinketh that which is righteous. And whilst he does
so, and walketh uprightly, he shall have the Lord in heaven favourable 40
unto him in all his business” (I Hermas, Vis. 1:10).1

The only perfect religion must be scientific Christianity, as was that of
Jesus the Christ. His innate spirituality enabled him in his boyhood to
utilise the powers that God had given him, and to put aside the limitations

* Ireneus quotes Hermas as Scripture, and Origen thought it divinely inspired. 45
Eusebius and Jerome say that it was read publicly in the churches.
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that appeared to fetter those around him. John Smith, the Cambridge

Platonist, truly said : “Such as men themselves are, such will God appear

to them to be.” Dr. W. R. Inge writes: ““So closely do gods resemble their

worshippers that we might almost parody Pope’s line and say that an honest
5 God is the noblest work of man.”

We have made God manlike instead of man Godlike. “Men . .
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to
corruptible man” (Rom. 1:23). Religions differ according to their amount
of spirituality. This is the essential difference. Some are so material that

10 they are not worthy to be even called religions. The higher the religion the
more spiritual it is and the more it rests on right thinking and its resultant
right acting. What thought is so right and so high as thinking of God?
Now “God is Spirit”—this is a more correct translation than “God is a
Spirit” (John 4:24)—consequently true thoughts are not material, but the

15 opposite, namely, spiritual, or of Spirit, God. )

Having found our God we have to find out how to apply this sacred
knowledge rightly, and therefore scientifically. *“ Acquaint now thyself
with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee”
(Job. 22:21). “ And this is life eternal, that they might know thec the only

20 true God.” (John 17:3). We have to gain a true conception of God and man,
the divine man. In proportion as we gain a better understanding of the
“ spotless selfhood” of God, so do we become more like Him, and more
like our real selves, which are created “in the image of God,” good, and
“in the likeness of God” (Gen. 1:27, and 5:1). “ An acknowledgment of the

25 perfection of the infinite Unseen confers a power nothing else can”
(Unity of Good, p. 7, Mary Baker Eddy). Man is the reflection of the Ego,
co-existent with God, being the eternally divine idea. “The one Ego, the
one Mind or Spirit called God, is infinite individuality,” ? one living
Principle, for God is Life and God is All. Can one say more?

30 “All is of God that is and is to be,
And God is good, let this suffice us still” (Whittier).

The beginner, in his path upwards, may at onc time think that he has
lost his God, when he recognises that God is Principle; but soon after he
will joyfully admit that he has found the Christ, 'T'ruth: Life, Truth, and

35 Love.

Browning makes Paracelsus say: “By intuition genius knows and I
knew at once, what God is, what we are, what life is. Alas ! I could not use
the knowledge aright.” Now we can use this knowledge, which, as a lens,
magnifies the divine powers that are a present possibility to all, until so

40 recognised that we use them to the full extent, for the benefit of all man-
kind. What a glorious life then appears before us, enabling us to step out
into the sunlight of Truth, “God-crowned.”

Wisdom is “knowledge practically applied to the best ends” (New
Century Reference Library Dictionary). To know Truth we requirc wis-

45 dom. In the Wisdom of Solomon occurs a scientifically accurate statement
of man’s inherent ability to attain to true knowledge. He says: “Ile hath

1 Science and Health, p. 281, Mary Baker Eddy.
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given me certain knowledge of the things that are, namely, to know how

- the world was made, and the operation of the elements: The beginning,
ending, and midst of the times: . . . And all such things as are either
secret or manifest, them I know. For wisdom, which is the worker of all
things, taught me: for in her is an understanding spirit, holy, one only, s
manifold, subtil, lively, clear, undefiled, plain, not subject to hurt,. . .

she is the breath of the power of God, and a pure influence flowing from
the glory of the Almighty: . . . I perceived that I could not otherwise
obtain her, except God gave her me; and that was a point of wisdom also

to know whose gift she was; I prayed unto the Lord, and besought him” 10
(Wisdom of Solomon 7:17, 18, 21, 22, 25, and 8:21).

Theology.—“The science that treats of the evidence, nature, and attri-
butes of God, especially of man’s relations to God” (New Century Reference
Library Dictionary). Of the three classes of thinkers endeavouring to
ascertain truth, referred to earlier, let us take first the theologian, as his 15
work is the endeavour to gain and teach the knowledge of God. Whether
Truth passes under the theologian’s names of God, Elohim, or Jehovah,
under the scientific man’s name of cause or nature, or under the meta-
physician’s name of Mind, we find that religion, which we may almost
define as the endeavour to understand and practise the law of God, or 20
good, has, taken as a whole, presented a steady evolution. Such an idea,
for instance, as eternal punishment, or aimless torture, and ‘eternal
roasting amidst noxious vapours,” as it has been described, is now almost
given up by the more spiritual and cultured classes. Views about the
Atonement are now altering. No longer does a view of God as a jealous, one 25
may almost say a savage God, sacrificing his dearly beloved Son, appeal
to us.

Absolute good or Truth is the Mind that includes all life, truth, love,
wisdom, and joy, in fact, all the good. The statement that God cannot
know evil, and therefore cannot know the material world, excited as much 3o
hostility ten years ago as the assertion of universal salvation did fifty years
ago, when men thought that salvation was their reward for being as good
as they could be, not recognising that material thought is the instrument
of all reward or punishment in a material world. “Behold, the righteous
shall be recompensed in the earth : much more the wicked and the sinner” 33
(Prov. 11:31).

To think that God can know evil is equal to saying that eternal con-
sciousness of infinite goodness can at the same time be conscious of evil,
an obvious impossibility, even for a moment, as it is equivalent to saying
that black is white. So many have been the hopeless inconsistencies in the 40
material world, that we have quite calmly fallen into the habit of accepting
as true such absolutely illogical statements. Soon there will be no further
cause for Carlyle’s scathing remarks : “ Quackery and dupery do abound in
religion; above all, in the more advanced decaying stages of religion they
have fearfully abounded; but quackery was never the originating influence 45
in such things; it was not the health and life of religion, but their disease,
the sure precursor that they were about to die.” The only real test of a
religion is : Are its doctrines demonstrable? “It should seem rational that
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the only perfect religion is divine Science, Christianity as taught by our
great Master” (Message for 1900, p. 4, Mary Baker Eddy). His teachings .
are now at last becoming understood, and as they become understood so
do they become demonstrable. This is because they are founded on an

5 unfailing underlying Principle, the Principle of good, an active, living
Principle.

Thomas Aquinas, whom Huxley spoke of as possibly the most subtle
of the world’s thinkers, states in his Summa that theology, “the word of
God,” is the only absolute scicnce known, and shows that every phase of

1o natural science is purely relative. This is correct, as it is solely based upon
mere human knowledge. If Christianity is not scientific and science
Christian, one or other is untrue.

Dogma.—“That which seems to one, opinion, tenct, decree’” (Oxford
Dictionary).

15 How can we attach much weight to dogma, which has been the cause
of constant demoniacal religious contests in the past? It rests upon the
balance of probabilities, on man’s authority. “ Custom doth make dotards
of us all.” Every age and nation makes and unmakes, each scct tampers
with the prevalent dogma, and the individual modifies it to suit himself.

20 Heaven keep us from the broken reeds of dead rites.! “Creed, dogma,
and traditionalism in the Church are fast forcing the best men out, and as a
prominent theologian has well said, are fast making the Church an asylum
for drones and imbeciles” (Stephen Hasbrouck). “Full well ye reject the
commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition” (Mark

25 7:9).

In the old days of rigid dogma, knowledge “revolved like a squirrel in a
cage,” and intellect “was chained in thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice.”
Those who put forward new religious ideas were burnt. Those who
enunciated new scientific truths were treated as heretics. There is but one

30 heresy—belief in the possibility of separation from God. There is no neces-
sity to give the names of religious martyrs, “earth’s luminarics.” There
have been hundreds of thousands tortured in the name of religion. In the
thirteenth century one hundred and eighty-three so-called heretics and
their pastor were burned alive together before the Archbishop of Rheims

35 and seventeen prelates.2

The scientific martyrs are also numerous, although less known. Pictro,
the great philosopher and physician of the thirteenth century, was held
to be a wizard and condemned to be burnt alive. Copernicus, who, in the
sixteenth century, elucidated the action of the solar system, but thought

4o that the planets moved round the sun in a circle, instead of in a kind of
ellipse, “because God could only choose a perfect figure,” was excom-
mun@cated for heresy. Galileo, because he declared that the carth moved,
was imprisoned. Bruno, who declared the stars to be suns, was burnt at
the stake as late as A.D. 1600. Franklin’s electrical experiments with kites

45 ' “Dogmas become dangerous as soon as they commence to grow old” (The
Lvolution of Matter, Dr. Le Bon). See Matt. 15:9; Gal. 1:14; Col. 2:8; Titus x:14;
I Peter 1:18.
2 Draper’s History of Intellectual Development.
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were ridiculed, and his papers on lightning conductors ignominiously
thrown out by the French Academy. Newton was accused by Leibnitz of
introducing “occult qualities and miracles into philosophy,” the law
of gravity being “subversive of natural, and inferentially of revealed,
religion.” Darwin was denounced and then “ whitewashed by being buried 5
in Westminster Abbey.” Jesus himself, the great Exemplar, and the most
scientific man who ever lived, met a felon’s fate. So is the path of human
progress strewn with the pitiable evidences of the inhuman battle that has
been waged throughout the ages. To-day there is almost the same un-
reasoning conflict of creed, the same antagonism of sectarian bitterness. 10

“Brave men have dared to examine lies which had long been taught,
not because they were freethinkers, but because they were such stern
thinkers that the lie could no longer escape them” (John Ruskin). “ Gods
and dogmas do not perish in a day” (Dr. G. Le Bon). What originally was
blasphemy or infidelity is now orthodox. “Orthodoxy is my doxy, hetero- 15
doxy is other people’s doxy.” Many of our clergymen, three centuries ago,
would have been burnt for teaching what is already considered practically
antiquated dogma by those most earnestly reaching out for spiritual truth.
The miracles of yesterday are the scientific discoveries of to-day. Our
present beliefs are simply the heresies of previous days. Paracelsus truly 2o
wrote: “That which is unexpected will in future prove to be true, and
that which is looked upon as superstitious in one century will be the basis
for the approved science of the next.”

Dr. Heysinger recently has written : “ A clergyman of one of our largest
Protestant denominations, returning, a few years ago, from one of their 25
general assemblies, and who spent a few days with me, said that, ‘If a
clergyman had risen and stated what three-fourths of them honestly
believed, he would have been expelled by a two-thirds vote.”” * No wonder
someone has said : “ Get on, get honour, get honest.”

Dean Farrar, in The Bible and the Child, writes: “ There are a certain 30
number of persons who, when their minds have become stereotyped in
foregone conclusions, become obtrusives, and not unfrequently bigoted
obtrusives. As convinced as the Pope of their own personal infallibility,
their attitude towards those who see that the old views are no longer tenable
is an attitude of anger and alarm. . . . Those whose intellects have thus 33
been petrified have made themselves incapable of fair and rational examina-
tion of the truths which they impugn. They think that they can, by mere
assertion, overthrow results arrived at by the lifelong inquiries of the ablest
students, while they have not given a day’s serious or impartial study to
them.” 40

Pére Hyacinthe, the well-known Roman Catholic priest, writes as
follows : “ For myself, the more I consider it, the more I am persuaded that,
Catholic Christianity is approaching a transformation. It seems as if the
Lord were saying a second time, as once to the prophet, ‘Behold, I create
new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be 45
remembered, nor come into mind.” Nor is the Biblical revelation the only
revelation, though it be the highest. There is something of God in all the

1 Spirit and Matter before the Bar of Modern Science.
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great religions which have presided over the providential development of
humanity. It is not true that all religions are equally good; but neither is it
true that all religions except one are no good at all. Science, again, must
not be ignored. It also is a revelation, at once human and divine, and no

5 less certain than the other. Some day will be realised the daring forecast
of Joseph de Maistre, ‘Religion and science, in virtue pf their natural
affinity, will meet in the brain of some one man of genius—perhaps of
more than one—and the world will get what it needs and cries for ; not a
new religion, but the revelation of revelation.”” o

10 ““Aggressive scepticism is absolutely fatal to any sort of scientific
progress. It warps everything it touches, and vitiates every result obtained.
It is no more defensible or tolerable than the simple and unquestioning
faith of those who accept everything that turns up at a séance” 1 (J. W.
Heysinger, M.D.).

15 “Unbelief is usually due to indolence, often to prejudice, and ncver a
thing to be proud of; doubt may be scientific, pending investigation, but
denial on @ priori never” (Romanes). Archbishop Whateley has said
“That man will never change his mind who has no mind to change.”
Emerson has said, “ A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds.”

20 Huxley has said, “Clear knowledge of what one does not know is just as
important as knowing what one does know.”

Even philosophy has its paralysing dogma. The celebrated Auguste
Comte actually proposed the creation of a committee to limit the scientific
researches which should be permitted.

25  Both scientific and religious dogma is fast fading. Dr. Campbell Morgan,
possibly the most “orthodox” Evangelical among leading Congregational
ministers, said recently in one of his sermons, “Ten years ago, when I
began my ministry (eetat. 40) in this pulpit, there were things in thcology
upon which I would have dogmatised as I cannot dogmatise now.”

30 Professor Agassiz says: “Every great scientific truth goes through three
stages. First, people say it conflicts with the Bible. Next, they say it has
been discovered before. Lastly, they say they had always believed it.”
T. J. Hudson amplifies this, and says: “First, it is met by a universal
shout of derision. When that fails to disprove it, as it sometimes docs,

35 everybody claims it as his own. When that is disproved, as it sometimes is,
each claimant proceeds to cover himself with a dust of old librarics in an
effort to prove that it was always known.” Indifference, as Lawrence
Wetherill says, is a “robber of opportunities,” and I am not sure that it
does not keep a man back more than aggressive scepticism.

40 New Truths Hateful to the Sluggard.—A Baptist minister of
Arkansas is said to have told some members of his congregation, on his
return from a summer visit to Port Smith, that he had seen men making
ice a foot thick. The congregation, who were “sound orthodox believers,”
received this statement with amazement, being doubtful whether he was

45 not mad. The giant intellects of the deacons quickly settled the question,
for, “As the Lord could not make ice more than three-and-a-half inches
thick in that country, in the winter, to say that a man could make it a foot

1 Spirit and Matter before the Bar of Modern Science.
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thick in the summer was a tale so contrary to reason and experience as to
be preposterous,” and the preacher was turned out of the church for his
scandalous lying.

H. Croft Hillier, in Heresies, writes: “New truths are hateful to the
public—the public of science included. All is a case of wriggling in familiar s
mud-holes. Science will have nothing to do with so-called occultism, and
snubs metaphysics because the truths of occultism and metaphysics are
not in the parish of science.”

Throughout the world the exponents of physical science have been
held up to scathing ridicule by those familiar with occult matters, now 1o
recognised as merely having to do with shifting forms, ethereal pheno-
mena. Many of the truths now put forward, although new to the natural
scientist, or only recently admitted, have been, as a matter of fact, known
and taught for years.? Fortunately, this habit of burying our heads in the
sand has now passed, and all workers are on the look-out for higher 1s
truths. “Strive for the truth unto death, and the Lord shall fight for thee”
(Eccles. 4:28).

At the same time, as Huxley has said,  Take nothing for truth without
clear knowledge that it is such.” _

W. M. Salter says : “The Mighty Power hid from our gaze by the thin 20
screen of nature and of nature’s laws . . . is with our struggles after a
perfect right.”” “If God be for us, who can be against us?”’ (Rom. 8:31).

Philosophy.—“The knowledge of the causes of the phenomena both of
mind and matter” (New Century Reference Library Dictionary). :

Philosophy, like a moth fluttering round an incandescent electric 23
lamp, has, as will be shown hereafter, continually touched the fringe
of the truth, that truth Plato so desired to know. Sankaracharya, a noble
representative of Hindu thought, taught that perfect knowledge was per-
fect bliss. Knowledge of God is eternal life, and at last Philosophy is on
the threshold of truth, with the door opening wide to the glorious light 30
which has always been shining.

The great merit of such men as Descartes is that they are open-minded
enough to view as doubtful what up to their time had been considered
uncontested truths. We all have to maintain this position, which is really
the outcome of logical reasoning. As Dr. Le Bon, in The Evolution of 35
Forces, says: “Too often do we forget that the scientific idols of the
present day have no more right to invulnerability than those of the past.”
Truth must be demonstrably true.

Science —“Knowledge; the comprehension .of truth or facts; truth
ascertained” (Webster). 40
“If the time is ever to come in the religious history of the human

race when what may be called God’s Science of Man is to supersede

1 Mrs. Eddy, forty years ago, gave the world the details of what is now beginning
to be accepted as the correct explanation of the universe. Col. Olcott, lecturing
on April 26, 1882, at the Patchiappah’s Hall, Madras, made the following statement: 45
“Electricity cannot, except under prepared conditions, be seen; yet it is matter.
The universal ether of science no one ever saw; yet it is matter in a state of extreme
tenuity.” This now turns out to be correct.
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theology, which is man’s Science of God, that time is already herc.”
(Spirit and Matter before the Bar of Modern Sczence_, J. W. Heysinger, M.D.).
At last we begin to understand the Science of Mind.

Science, which Mrs. Eddy describes as “the atmosphere of God,” is
eternal, and includes all truth. Natural science, like theology, has also been
hampered by its dogma. *“Scientific ideas which rule the minds of scholars
at various epochs have all the solidity of religious dogmas” (Dr. Le Bon).
Dr. Heysinger writes: “The dogmatism of theology finds a full counter-
part and co-worker in her newer sister, dogmatic science. The scientific
pursuit is a noble one to espouse, the work is grand beyond comparison,
the fruits are already priceless and vast; but specialities always narrow the
field of vision of the specialist, and the time for dogmatism has not yet
come, and will not come for ages, if at all.” Writing of the extraordinary
phenomena that natural scientists are now admitting must point to some
great underlying facts of life, he also says : “I do not fully understand these
things, but that is no reason why I should allow others, who understand
them very much less, or not at all, to do the understanding for me. I
agree with Professor De Morgan that . . . the physical explanations
I have seen are easy, but miserably insufficient. . . . I merely cite the
facts, however, leaving to other skilled psychologists the interpretation of
the phenomena” (Spirit and Matter before the Bar of Modern Science).

Natural science has, however, presented a steady evolution, checking
the statements put forward by the metaphysicians; and plodding on, by
the gradual elimination of falsities, to the recognition of the non-reality
of matter, which soon all leaders in science will accept and acknowledge
to the world as an absolute fact. Our present spiritual understanding is
“the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself” (Gen.
1:11). We are waking up out of our “learned and happy ignorance” !
Scientific statements change. What is true in one age is out of date in the
next.

Natural science is essentially a matter of observation, weighing, measur-
ing, etc. It is now coming to the end of its powers in this direction, for the
simple reason that so attenuated has the thought of matter become, that
we cannot obtain apparatus sufficiently delicate to deal with so cthereal a
conception.! Who can weigh an electron? Who can measure a line of force?
Its arguments and deductions are now based on mathematical formule,
and we have to fall back on reason and logic, for Mind is the Alpha and
Omega, not the human, falsely called mind, but the Mind that is All-in-
all.

Natural science has come back now to the knowledge possessed by
Paracelsus, nicknamed “the other Luther,” the first teacher who cver
held a Chair of physical science. Striking at the monopoly in learning, by
teaching in German instead of Latin, he produced a revolution in science
as great as the one Luther produced in the Church, and even before
Luther’s first public denouncement of Papacy, began his lectures at Basle
by lighting some sulphur in a dish and burning a Papal bull with the books

1 Yet our instruments arc wonderful. A bolometer, for instance, will register

a rise or fall in temperature of one-millionth of a degree, and will register the heat
from a lighted candle a mile-and-a-half away.
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of his great predecessors in the medical art, Avicenna, Galen, and others,
saying: “Sic vos ardebitis in gehenna.””! So far advanced was he in the
hidden knowledge of the material world that many, even of those who
scoff at the knowledge of the scientific man of the present day, are unable
to follow him in his explanations. For fear of punishment for sorcery he
had to conceal his doctrines, and used fanciful names. Even those who have
recognised and testified to his ability have not recognised the depth of
knowledge that he had sounded. It always appeared as though he must
have been able to obtain knowledge inspirationally, and I recently found
that Dr. Hartmann had testified as follows: “Paracelsus was a Christian
in the true meaning of that word, and he always attempted to support the
doctrine he taught by citations from the Bible. He asks, ‘What is a philo-
sophy that is not supported by spiritual revelation ?*”’

Edward Berdoe, M.R.C.S., In his Life of Paracelsus, writes: “He was
called a quack and impostor because he cured sick folk by unaccustomed
methods. We have baptised these methods now, and given them orthodox
names. Thus does the quackery of to-day, like its heresy, become the
orthodoxy of to-morrow. We know how this man’s character has been
misrepresented in so many ways—we can see that much of his so-called
arrogance was inspiration, and inspiration so far beyond the conception
of the narrow, bigoted, grossly ignorant, monkish minds about him, that
the inspiration of genius was probably mistaken ofttimes for that of wine.”
“Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber: . . . But wisdom is justified
of her children” (Matt. 11:19).

A recent writer says of him: “Into the tangled undergrowth of theo-
sophy, mysticism, magic, and theology, he burst with the pioneer’s
hatchet.” This path was narrow and dangerous. Fortunately, he seems to
have steered clear of its leading pitfalls, although he, like others, made the
mistake of thinking that it was the “soul-powers” of the spirit in man that,
by occult means, produced material things, and gave him exceptional
powers. He recognised, however, that in “black magic,” or when these
powers were used to harm, or to interfere with others, they were demo-
niacal. We now know that “white magic,” or when these powers are
apparently used to further the wishes of others; is almost as bad.

Before his time, religion and science of the day were one. Working
from a material, false basis, each harmed the other, religion strangling
. science, science putting religion on a false pedestal. The genius of
Paracelsus was so far beyond that of those around him, that he was
slandered and misrepresented universally, and ultimately he is supposed
to have been, to all intents and purposes, murdered in 1541 by those who
were jealous of him.

This is the history, more or less, of all those who have been before
their time and have had sufficient moral courage to put forward their
views.

True Science Includes True Religion.—*“Give us not only angels’
songs, but Science vast, to which belongs the tongue of angels and the song of
songs” (Mary Baker Eddy).

1 ¢“So you, too, will burn in hell.”
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Huxley has said: “True science and true religion are twin-sisters, and
the separation of either from the other is sure to be the death of both.
Science prospers exactly in proportion as it is religious, and religion
flourishes in exact proportion to the scientific depth and firmness of its
basis.” He also has said : “ The antagonism of science is not to religion, but
to the heathen survivals and bad philosophy under which religion herself
is often well-night crushed.”

Herbert Spencer writes: “To reach that point of view from which the
seeming discordance of religion and science disappears and the two
merge into one, must cause a revolution of thought fruitful and beneficial
in consequences.”

M. Flammarion’s forecast of the religion of the future is that it will be
“scientific, founded on a knowledge of psychical facts. . . . This religion

of science will have one great advantage over all that has gone before it—
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unity.”

I-f)enry Drummond, in the Preface of Natural Law in the Spiritual
World, writes : “ Theology must feel to-day that the modern world calls
for a further proof. Nor will best Theology resent this demand; it also
demands it. Theology is searching on every hand for another echo of the
Voice of which Revelation also is the echo, that out of the mouths of two
witnesses its truths should be established . . . Science . . . speaks to
Religion with twofold purpose. In the first place, it offers to corroborate
Theology; in the second, to purify it. If the removal of suspicion from
Theology is of urgent moment, not less important is the removal of its
adulterations . . . the artificial accumulations of centuries of uncon-
trolled speculation . . . they mark the impossibility of progress without
the guiding and sustaining hand of Law.”

We are in the midst of a mental revolution. Sir Oliver I.odge has
written : ‘“ The region of religion and a complete Science are one.” "This
complete knowledge is divine, and is now at hand. For yecars science has
been separating itself from the falsities of religion, and the greatest
intellects of the twentieth century have been slowly divorcing themselves
from it. Now the light has come, and again the two are wedded together,
this time with an indissoluble band, the band of the knowledge of truth.
“Science is clearly moving in the direction of the spiritual; nothing can
be more certain.” (J. W. Heysinger, M.D.). Weary of matter, science would
endeavour to give the meaning of Spirit.

Ethics.—“The science that treats of the principles of human morality
and duty” (New Century Reference Library Dictionary).

“Ethical Science is already for ever completed, so far as her gencral
outline and main principles are concerned, and has been, as it were, wait-
ing for physical science to come up with her’’ (Paradoxical Philosophy).
Physical science has now come up.

Miracles.—No miracles could have been exceptions to any law. They
must have been scientific and divinely natural, due to the inevitable action
of a universal spiritual law. God, being Principle, is the Principle of all
law and order, and a perfect Principle could not possibly allow of any
deviation from its essential rules.
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“The region of the miraculous, it is called, and the bare possibility
of its existence has been hastily and illegitimately denied. . . . Miracles
are no more impossible, no more lawless, than the interference of a human
being would seem to a colony of ants or bees” (Sir Oliver Lodge). As Pro-
fessor Drummond says in Natural Law in the Spiritual World: “ Science 5
can hear nothing of a Great Exception.” The word miracle merely means
marvel. The work of Jesus was marvellous. Now we can confidently assert,
indeed prove, and that with overwhelming evidence, that we know the
laws governing these scientifically normal occurrences.l

Professor H. Langhorne Orchard, in reading the Gunning Prize essay 1o
for 1909 at a meeting of the Victoria Institute, held at the Royal Society
of Arts, stated that Science set herself to take account, not of some facts
only, but of all. The aversion to “miracles” which was cherished by some
scientists, did not rest, he said, upon a scientific basis; it might now be
stated as a truism that belief in the fact of miracles was thoroughly com- 13
patible with the true scientific temper. As to the question whether miracles
had actually occurred, science answered in the affirmative. Bible miracles
were @ priori probable from the nature of the phenomena and the con-
ditions under which they were said to have taken place. They were
inseparably bound up with Revelation, and explained what was otherwise 20
inexplicable. The exodus of the Israelites from Egypt was unintelligible if
the attending miracles did not really take place. Miracles, he said, explained
Christianity, and nothing else did; they gave the key to its doctrines, they
accounted for its wonderful rise and spread, and the divine vitality of its
continuous history. 25

In The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Gibbon, whose views on
the subject make him a safe authority, writes : “ During the age of Christ, of
his Apostles, and of their first disciples, the doctrine which they preached
was confirmed by innumerable prodigies. The lame walked, the blind saw,
the sick were healed, the dead were raised, demons were expelled, and 30
the laws of Nature were frequently suspended for the benefit of the
church.”

Mr. George Rawlinson, Tutor of Exeter College, writes as follows:
“There is good evidence that the ability of working miracles was not
confined to the apostolic age. . . . Papias related various miracles as 35
having happened in his own lifetime, among others, that of a dead man
who was restored to life. Justin Martyr declares very simply that in his
day men and women were found who possessed miraculous powers.
Quadratus, the apologist, is mentioned by a writer of the second century
as exercising them. Irenzus speaks of miracles as still common in Gaul 40
when he wrote, which was nearly at the close of the second century.
Tertullian, Theophilus, and Minucius Felix, authors of about the same

1 “The word miracle has no supernatural meaning, and never had any. It is
the arbitrary translation of two Greek words, one of which means an act of power,
and the other a sign; . . . and it is a mere abuse of the Greek language to give it 45
a supernatural significance” (Frederick Dixon in the Birminghiam News, February,
1914). Jerome, in his translation of the Bible known as the Vulgate, used the Latin
words meaning an act of power and a sign. Later on, when the Church had to
account for the reason why its followers could not prove the truth of its teachings
by acts of power and signs, he used the word “miraculum.” 50
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p?ffbd, are witnesses of the continuance in their day of at least one class
of miracles” (The Historical Evidences of the Truth of the Scriptures).
The Prayer Book of Edward VI contains a service of healing and the

journals of Fox and Wesley contain numerous stories of healing by
5 prayer. ,

The world wants to know the laws that govern these miracles, so as to
apply them. It has a right to the benefits that are attainable. Men (by this
expression is meant throughout this work both men and women, as there
is no essential difference) are now thirsting for knowledge. All men worthy

1o of the name have, as Browning calls it, ‘“a wolfish hunger after knowledge.”
They will no longer accept a stone for bread, nor the creeds and dogmas of
others; they want something definite, something logical; they want proof
of everything advanced, practical proof, something to make them better
men and women. They want men to live what they teach, and openly

15 teach what they live, without fear of criticism or aiming at reward. Like
William Law—according to Gibbon—men should believe all they profess
and practise all that they enjoin. H. C. King, President of Oberlin College
and author of Reconstruction in Theology, writes as follows: “There are
laws in the spiritual world; we can find them out; we can know their

20 implied conditions; these conditions we can fulfil; and we can so count
confidently upon results” (Rational Living).

The World’s Awakening.—“Religion is a great reality and a great
truth—nothing less than an essential and indestructible element of human
nature” (Herbert Spencer). :

25 " T'rue_religion_is helping our fellow-man:%For this it is nececssary to
obtain a better knowledge of God. " The world is fast waking up to the true
knowledge of God and all that this means. We are seeing that we cannot
be pushed into heaven at the last moment by a blind belief in an inhuman
sacrifice of a dearly-beloved Son, but that we receive day by day, moment

30 by moment, only the results of the right and wrong thinking of ourselves
and others. Fortunately, we are now recognising that by right thinking
we rise into a consciousness of complete dominion over the evil that
hitherto may have appeared irresistible. “For since by man came death,
by man came also the resurrection” (I Cor. 15:21). “Blessed and holy

35 is he that hath part in the first resurrection” (Rev. 20:6). ‘The Greck word,
“ Anastasis,” translated resurrection, means primarily, “an arousing from
sleep.”

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord” (Isa. 1:18).
For the first time in the world’s history every man’s highest reasoning

40 faculty can be satisfied by the demonstrable truth that is now flooding the
world, proving beyond all cavil the omnipotence of good, at all times, and
under all circumstances. “Awake thou that sleepest, and arisc from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee light” (Eph. 5:14). “The entrance of thy
words giveth light” (Ps. 119:130). “The true Light, which lightcth every

45 man that cometh into the world” (John 1:g). This is the light of the know-
ledge of God and His manifestation, heaven.
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WHAT IS HEAVEN?

“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit” (I Cor. 2:9, 10).

The material, seeming man, gradually waking up, progressing towards a 5
better recognition of the real and therefore spiritual existence, finds out
that heaven is not a local habitation, but a perfect state of consciousness in
which his real self exists at the present time. He also finds that this sense of
a material world, including his apparent selfhood, is only-a false sense
which, when corrected by the true knowledge of God, disappears.! 10
That is to say, the human being gradually loses a false sense of the world
as material, and appears ultimately to see things as they really are.
The human body and so-called “mind” will, yea, must, be ultimately
entirely dematerialised, for ““flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption” (I Cor. 15:50). 15
Then it will be universally demonstrated that man has never actually
existed in a material body or been dependent upon such an imperfect
organisation. “ That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). :

The Kingdom of God that is Within.—“I# is given unto you to 20
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 13:11).

The following statements with regard to heavenly realities are neither
speculative nor arbitrary, but logical conclusions, drawn from scientific
premises, and proved by illustrative demonstrations over limitations of
material laws. 25

“Heaven is not,” a noted preacher once said in a sermon, “an eternal
sitting in damp clouds, playing on harps, and singing praises to God, as so
many seem to think.” It has recently been recognised that we make our
own hell and our own heaven here, and few men are fiends enough to
want a worse hell for anyone than many men are temporarily in at the 30
present moment, the hell of their own wrong thoughts, due to their not
knowing how to think rightly. “The mind is its own place, and in itself
can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven” (Milton). Again, who has
not tasted, if not of heaven, of a wonderful sense of heaven, at some time
during his lifetime? 35

“Love rules the court, the camp, the grove,
And men below and saints above; .
For love is heaven, and heaven is love” (Sir Walter Scott).

“The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall
they say, Lo here! or, Lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is 40
within you” (Luke 17:20, 21). “The further a man goes in search of it,
the less likely he is to find it” (Lao-Tze). In other words, heaven is a
perfect state of consciousness, or divine state of Mind, consisting of what

! Kant pointed out that the material world was wholly different fr_onfm the real, and
that by the nature of our minds we could never know reality. This is true of the 45
material man, but not true of the real man, who is spiritual.
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the three classes of thinkers before referred to, call respectively, God and
heaven, cause and its manifestation, Mind and its ideas; that is to say, it
consists of the real people, the real planets, the real things, of which we
appear to see the false concepts round us. Coz}sequcntly, each of us is, and
always has been, in reality, a perfect being, in a perfect world, governed
by a perfect God. “Every mystic tells us that heaven is around us all the
time” (W. R. Inge). .

In the light of present-day knowledge of man as spiritual, we cease to
blame God for our own shortcomings, and a man soon begins to find that
o under the worst circumstances, by turning in thought to God, he can

get a faint sense of heaven, and along this scientific high road gain a clearer

and increasing sense of its perfection, here and now. In this way he
gradually gets rid of his troubles and the troubles of those around him,
and so proves his knowledge of God, good.

15 Individuality.—The remark has sometimes been made: “It would
be very uninteresting if everyone were alike, however perfect they might
be.” Sir Oliver Lodge even has written, “a mechanically perfect,
thoroughly finished world would perhaps be rather dull,” and puts into
the mouth of an imaginary inhabitant the following words: “Good

20 heavens, I cannot stand this; I am going to put a bit of grit into some of
these too-well-oiled machines, as I want to see an explosion or an carth-
quake, or something interesting. I do not know what a burglary is, but
even a burglary would be a change to this sort of Sunday-school existence.
Do not any of you fellows know a wild animal that we might try to kill, or

25 a serpent that might try to bite us, and give us some relicf from the
monotony; or is there no young person with an apple who would tempt us
to have a bite? It is true I was made good—utterly, hopelessly good—but
I believe, alas ! that it is possible for me to be obstreperous—1I propose to
try 7 (The Clarion, November 5, 1906).

30 In the present spiritual reality all men are perfect, but this does not
prevent spiritual progress. To every individual comes a constant succes-
sion of different ideas, each absolutely perfect, consequently cach person
with whom you come in contact has new beauties of infinite variety to
which he calls attention. The difference between men, that is, their
individuality, is the difference in the succession of God’s ideas that unfold,
and are reflected by them, and by this they are distinguished. Even in the
seeming material world, as you increase in intelligence, you differentiate
between people, not by their appearance, but by what they bave mentally
presented to you. :

40 The Unfolding of God’s Ideas.—To all of us, now in heaven, there
has throughout eternity come a constant succession of perfect ideas.
This is the unfolding of the only good ideas, they come from God and
return to God, for all Being is God, individually and collectively. God as
Life sends these ideas, God as Truth enables us to understand, and there-

45 fore enjoy them, and God as Love causes us to re-present them, that is,
call the attention of our fellow-man to them, or pass them on, so giving
him the joy that we have received from them, and receiving the happiness
that this gives us. In other words, in heaven we arc always exchanging
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perfect ideas with our fellow-men. Everything in heaven has to do with
this perfect interchange of ideas, this revolution in “God’s orbits” that is
constantly taking place. In the material consciousness, so called, we are
simply apparently receiving a counterfeit impression of these perfect
spiritual realities, false views of the permanent ideas of God.

Creation.—“God . . . hath in these last days spoken unto us by his
Son [we individualise the Christ], whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds” (Heb. 1:1, 2).

We have the power of grouping together any number of these perfect
ideas that come to us, into new combinations, spiritual and tangible
bouquets of lovely ideas and combinations of them. These also we re-
present, pass on, in the way of God’s appointing, for the benefit of our
fellow-men. We do not, however, lose them ourselves, as they form part
of our definite individuality. This fresh grouping of ideas is the only
creation in heaven, because all the ideas of which these combinations are
formed have always existed, and are perfect and infinite; they cannot be
increased in number. This is the only evolution, spiritual evolution.

This is illustrated in the highest plane of human consciousness. Here
“we find that wherever joy is, creation has been, and the richer the
creation the deeper the joy. . . . He who is certain, absolutely certain,
that he has brought a living work to the birth, cares no more for praise,
and feels himself beyond glory” (Life and Consciousness, Henri Bergson).
Such joy can only accompany the unfolding of further good to humanity.

Heavenly Happiness.—

 Pave with love each golden mile,
And thus have Heaven here this minute,
And not far off in the after while’> (Nixon Waterman).

It is obvious that in this kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of harmony,
a perfect understanding, which is the basis of happiness, reigns between
all. Desire and fulfilment are one. This implies a continual harmonious
interchange of ideas. We are eternally re-presenting God’s ideas, expressing
our ideals in new creations or groupings. This redistribution of God’s
thoughts is the source of infinite happiness, individual and universal.

Happiness can be differentiated into four principal divisions :—

First, every spiritual being loves his fellow-man, even one met for the
first time, with a love of which the material man can hardly form even a
faint conception, because it is the perfect love of God.

Secondly, we are always interchanging perfect ideas with those we love,
either individually or otherwise.

Thirdly, we are continually manifesting God’s power of grouping
together new combinations of glorious ideas, so giving our fellow-men
fresh happiness, and conscquently gaining the highest happiness ourselves.

Fourthly, we can wander with those we love amongst infinite worlds
of incalculable beauty.

These four chief sources of real happiness are counterfeited by four
in the material world. First, we have the love towards our fellow-man ;
secondly, the interchanging of ideas with those we love; thirdly, even the
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making of a rag doll for a child gives us a sense of happiness that would
not follow many a greater action prompted by a lesser motive; and,
fourthly, who has not been lifted heavenwards by the beauty and grandeur
lying behind Nature’s handiwork ? .

The reason for this is, that all the love and happiness, of which we get
only glimpses in this material world, is real, though our sense of it is
limited.

“‘Souls that are gentle and still

Hear the first music of this _
Far off, infinite bliss’’ (Edwin Arnold).

Reality of Good.—“For all that must be called good belongeth to none
but the true eternal goodness which is God only” (Theologia Germanica).

Now all that this material world indicates of good is real; the love, the
life, the beauty, the joy, etc.! We get at times glorious glimpses of this
reality through the mist; wonderful love, marvellous beauty, unspeakable
joy. “ For now we see through a glass darkly” (I Cor. 13:12), and ““through
every grass-blade the glory of the present God still beams” (Carlyle).
“Earth’s crammed with heaven and every common bush afire with God,”
Mrs. Browning has said. As we progress, the mist gets thinner, and with
the millennium dawns a foretaste of God’s world. To limit future good is
unquestionably to limit God. Matter, apparently hinting the existence of
the spiritual realities, only hides their perfection from us, giving us a false
sense of the real world, and as the matter is dematerialised the glorious
realities of these perfect ideas gradually appear clearer and clearer.

“The ideal is the real well seen” (Carlyle). “The realities of existence
can be conceived, and they are probably assisting us, stimulating and
guiding us in ways of which we are only half conscious, and some of us not
conscious at all” (Sir Oliver Lodge).

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever;
Its loveliness increases; it will never
Pass into nothingness” (Keats).

Pope little knew the depth that lay behind his words “One truth is
clear, whatever is, is right.”

Proof of Our Knowledge of Heaven.—‘“That one who, outside pure
mathematics, pronounced the word impossible, s wanting in prudence.
Reserve is above all a necessity when he is dealing with the animal organisa-
tion” (Arago).

The way to prove whether or not your knowledge of heaven 2 is truc is
this : if anything is going wrong in the material world, and you realise

1 “We do not see much of the real man here, for he is God’s man; while ours is
man’s man” (Unity of Good, p. 46, Mary Baker Eddy).

* Jesus gave seven parables explanatory of the kingdom of heaven, and in reply
to the question of the disciples, “Why speakest thou unto them in parables? Ie
answered and said unto them. Because it is given unto you to know the mysterics
of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given” (Matt. 13: 10, 11). Atthe end
‘“Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him,
Yea, Lord. Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, which bringeth forth
out of his treasure things new and old’’ (Matt. 13:51, 52).
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clearly enough the spiritual perfection of the reality, of which that “wrong”

is the counterfeit, the instantaneous disappearance of the trouble will
indicate your realisation to have been correct. This means that the
difficulty in the material world is immediately put right. This is one
important difference between true knowledge and that put forward by the s
various schools of religious thought; namely, that you are now able to
prove your theory by direct experiment, and have not to rely solely upon
logical deduction.

Another important difference is that, if the mortal called “you” is
thinking scientifically, realising constantly that you—your real spiritual 10
self, not a material “you”—are led by God, then, through the action of
God in destroying evil, the mortal “you” appears to be led by God, the
Principle of good, just in the way that a young child is taught and pro-
tected by its mother when learning first to walk. The “you” may have its
troubles and difficulties, but there is steady progress, and every now and 15
then “you” will pause and recognise with satisfaction the progress made,
of which “you” were not conscious at the time of the struggle, when the
mental faculties were clouded as the “you” passed along, battling its
way through a seeming mist of wrong thoughts.

Movement Instantaneous.—“All stars and mountain peaks are 2o
thoughts of the Eternal Mind” (Paracelsus).

Being a mental world, man can go instantly from what, to use material
symbols, may be called place to place, in heaven. There is no necessity
for such apparent bodily action as accompanies physical movement from
place to place. A man moves mentally. For instance, one spiritual being 25
can draw the attention of another spiritual being to the spiritual reality
of what is in the material world called the planet Mars. Instantly both
have all the effect of what may be called being in Mars; that is to say,
without any other movement but the mental one, they are conscious of
some of the perfect ideas of the spiritual reality of the planet Mars. When 30
the thought of this spiritual planet or “compound idea” 1 comes to a
man, it does not appear as something distant. He is fully conscious
of, and shares with his fellow-man, all the beauties that are delighting
him, to an infinitely greater degree than the human being does when in the
midst of beautiful surroundings. 35

When the enjoyment has been obtained from being conscious of these
lovely ideas, the other spiritual being, desirous of returning the happiness
that he has received, and being reminded of past enjoyment of heavenly
beauties, can draw the attention of his fellow-man to the spiritual reality
of some ideas in another planet, say Jupiter. All that is necessary, then, is 40
to think of those ideas, and at once they are both conscious of the new
ideas connected with the spiritual reality of Jupiter.

Practical Results an Undeniable Proof.—“Let us not reject
experience on the ground of dogmatic assertion and baseless speculation” 2
(Sir Oliver Lodge). 45

1 Science and Health, p. 585, Mary Baker Eddy. . .
2 «Christian Revelation from a Scientific Point of View.” Address delivered
before the National Free Church Council at Portsmouth, March 9, 1911.
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The proof of the above being true is found through its practical applica-
tion. If in the material world you find that you have lost your train or
apparently have not time to go from one place to another, you can get
over the difficulty by turning in thought to God, denying the reality of the

5 trouble and realising that in heaven man goes instantly from one idea to
another, or you can realise that man is always in the right place. Then,
through this reversal of thought and your recognition of the action of God
as taking place in heaven, the wrong ethereal thoughts that appear as forms
of trouble are destroyed, and you find yourself out of the difficulty,

1o although you cannot be certain that what usually happens will occur.
For instance, sometimes you will find on going to the station that there is
another train that you knew nothing about, sometimes that a slip-coach
has been put on to a later express, or the difficulty disappears in some other
way. Sometimes the unrecognised action of God results in your finding that

15 there has been no need to go at all, and that the object of your going has
been effected in some unexpected way.

Perfect Sequence of Thought.—In heaven an individual called, never
says he cannot come, but it is always exactly the thing most desirable,
as there is always a perfect sequence of thought, and the two with mutual

20 rejoicings blend in true unity of joint appreciation of the wonderful ideas
of God. To indicate the perfect sequence of thought it may be stated that
when you have finished listening to, for instance, a glorious sonata—we
have to use material expressions—and are called to admire a beautiful
piece of scenery, this scenery is an exact visual (we must again,

25 unfortunately, use a material expression) representation of the sonata,
and a further unfoldment of perfection. Whatever one does, it brings
infinite happiness to all concerned. In this material world we move with
trouble and even danger from one place to another, and often, whilst
thinking of something totally inconsequent, politcly cover a yawn with our

30 hand whilst our neighbour points out what he thinks the beauties of nature.

Indication of Spiritual Realities.—

“What if earth,
Be but the shadow of heaven, and things therein,
Each to each other like, more than on earth is thought” (Milton).

35 Everything in the material world only counterfeits and “hints the
existence of spiritual reality.” For instance, the spiritual reality of the
hand is the power to grasp an idea. The reality of the tecth is the capacity
to analyse and dissect the ideas; your material digestive organs counterfeit
the power with which you digest, assimilate, and understand the ideas, and

40 the arm counterfeits the power with which, in the reality, you re-present
them, that is, call the attention of your fellow-man to them, or pass them
on. The spiritual reality of the lower limbs is the power to move in thought
from idea to idea. That is, as mentioned, you can call the attention of
your fellow-man to lovely ideas, even the spiritual reality of any planet or

45 star, and directly you think of them you have all the cffect of being there
and enjoying them together. '

Man being made in the image and likeness of God, every aspcct of God
has its reflection in him. Conscquently, the reflection of every aspect is
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counterfeited by some portion of the material man. These are all the
portions inside the body. The limbs counterfeit the different powers of the
spiritual man, and the different parts of the head the various capacities.
There are three great aspects of God—Life, Truth, and Love. So,
there are three important organs in man which counterfeit the real organs s
of the spiritual man. The real spiritual lungs are the reflection of God as
Life, through which man receives the ideas of God; the liver, the reflection
of God as Truth, through which man arranges the ideas, and groups them
together into new combinations, to be re-presented to his fellow-man; the
heart, the reflection of God as Love, through which the circulation of the 1o
ideas goes on as man calls the attention of his fellow-man to the ideas he
is enjoying, so that he participates in such enjoyment. This is an indica-
tion from which each person can himself work out the other details as
occasion demands. Further details are given in the Appendix (p. 367).

A World of Four Dimensions.—“And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: . . . the holy city, new Ferusalem, . . . Having the glory
of God: . . . and the city lieth four-square, . . . And there shall be no
more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it” (Rev.
21:1, 2, 11, 16; and 22:3).

- For some years, reasoning from the analogy of an imaginary two- zo0
dimensional being, conscious only of length and breadth, and unable
to recognise height or depth, or anything above or below him, and there-
fore unconscious of the appearance of this three-dimensional world,
various thinkers have suggested that there might be a world of four
dimensions, of which the seeming three-dimensional man was equally 25
unconscious.! It has been suggested that this fourth dimension is “time.”

It may be more accurately expressed as spiritual infinity. Now heaven may
be described mathematically as a world of four dimensions, wholly
spiritual.2 Everything that we see now as three-dimensional is only
ethereal, namely, the real four-dimensional world seen wrongly from a 30
false material standpoint, since the material man is only conscious of three
dimensions of it, and that consciousness itself is false and absolutely
misleading. “The eye is not made to see everything. It picks out of the
ocean of forms that which is accessible to it and believes this artificial
limit to be the real limit. What we know of a living being is only a part of 35
its real form” (The Evolution of Matter, Dr. Le Bon).3

-

5

! Se¢ Flat Land, by Dr. Abbot; Another World, by A. T. Schofield, M.D.;
Scientific Romances by C. H. Hinton; Nature, May 1, 1873, by G. F. Rodwell;
Messenger of Mathematics, 1891, Vol. XXI, p. 20, by W. W. Rouse Ball; American
SJournal of Mathematics, 1880, Vol. III, p. 1, by Stringham. See also article in the 40
Wintonian, February, 1910, by R. A. T.; The Art of Creation, by E. Carpenter;

A New Era of Thought, by C. H. Hinton; Professor Caley’s Presidential Address
to the British Association; Cajori’s History of Mathematics ; Mathematical Recrea~
tions and Essays, by W. W. Rouse Ball; Modern Views of Matter, by Sir William
Crookes. 45

2 ““Christian Science translates Mind, God, to mortals. It is the infinite calculus
defining the line, plane, space, and fourth dimension of Spirit” (Miscellaneous
Weritings, p. 22, Mary Baker Eddy). See also Science and Health, p. 575, 1. 21.

3 In Dr. Gustave Le Bon’s book, The Evolution of Matter, over 12,000.copies of
which were sold in France in the first two years, and the English translation of 50
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“Tf, therefore, we find the subject becomes more thinkable- by assum-
ing, say, a fourth-dimensional being than by following the rz_umﬁcations of
“matter and force’ into infinite space and time, we are quite justified in
adopting the former method” (The Art of Creation, E. Carpenter).

s Though doubtful assumption is better than nothing, definite knowledge
is an absolute necessity for true progress.

In the same way that an imaginary two-dimensional being, appear-
ing like a small, flat object, and only seeing the soles of your boots on the
floor, would describe you as a straight line, say, 11 inches long, 3 inches

10 wide, black, sometimes muddy, going about with a twin-brother—the
fellow sole—and constantly appearing and disappearing ; so does the three-
dimensional man describe his neighbour quite wrongly until he knows
the truth. Should the two-dimensional being describe ““the soles of the
boots” as having no intelligence, no feeling, and being of little use, he

15 would make the same mistake that we do if, talking of our fellow-man, we
describe him as an ignorant fool, or otherwise, as it is called, malpractise,
that is, “think” in a derogatory way of him.

If the sharpened point of a pencil, held vertically, point upward, were
placed by the side of this two-dimensional being, he would see it as a very

20 short line. As the pencil was raised he would see this line increasing in
length, and might speak of it as “growing.” When the pencil had been
sufficiently raised, he would see nothing, and might speak of it as dead.
So in this three-dimensional world do we get a false sense of birth, growth,
and death. Every tree, for instance, as it apparently grows, is merely an

25 exhibition of certain phenomena, preconceived as material so-called facts,
and self-raised by the universal thought on the subject of vegetable

rowth.
& In his Presidential Address to the British Association, Professor Caley,
the famous mathematician, declared his belief that every mathematical

30 truth has an objective correlative in the world, that is, may actually
describe a state of equilibrium. Taking, for instance, a suspension bridge,
you can mathematically set out the tension of a wire, the pressure of the
wind, the elasticity of the metal, etc. The truth at the back of Professor
Caley’s statement is one of the proofs that the fourth dimension ecxists,

35 for this mathematical theory has been developed to a very considerable
degree.

In the Wintonian, of February, 1910, is an articlc on the Fourth
Dimension, by R. A. T. He states : “To put it very briefly, thec knowledge
is a real and working knowledge, and the fourth dimension would cnable

40 us to move in defiance of the present known limitations of space.” So-
called occult results are not, however, due to action in four-dimensional

which was published in 1907, were put forward various original theories. T'hese
at the time met with a perfect storm of obloquy, which has long since died away in
the light of advancing knowledge. Many valuable papers of his have been communi-
45 cated by him to the Royal Academy of Belgium, of which he is a Member, and
elsewhere, between the years 19o1 and 1906, when he published his paper on
“black light.” It will be found that he confirms many of the statements now made,
which a few years ago would have been thought absolute impossibilities. "The most
important points are his confirmation of the details of the dematerialisation of
5o matter and cnergy, first put forward publicly in a lecture given by me in xgorx.
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space, as they merely exhibit the phenomena of a three-dimensional
world that are not generally cognised by the limited physical senses.
Such results are solely concerned with matter in its finest ethereal form,
invisible under normal human conditions, and have nothing to do with
the real world, heaven.

It is significant that C. H. Hinton, in his recent book, A4 New
Era of Thought, suggests that the birth, growth, life, and death of animals
are explainable by suggesting that an animal’s life is simply the pheno-
menon of a four-dimensional being passing through a three-dimensional
world. This is interesting, because there is nothing to show that an animal 10
may not be a limited sense of a real, spiritual being. He also says: “After
many years of work, during which the conception of four-dimensional
bodies lay absolutely dark, at length, by a certain change of plan, the whole
subject of four-dimensional existence became perfectly clear and easy to
impart.” 15

The writer of the article in the Winfonian says: “I may say that I
devoted no little time some years ago to an effort to comprehend
the fourth dimension, according to Hinton’s directions, but it was a
failure.”

All such efforts must prove failures whilst there is any confusion, as in 2o
the case of Hinton, between (1) The human, material, three-dimensional
thought-forms that Hinton recognised were all around us, although unseen
by those who are not psychic, that is, whose sight is not sufficiently devel-
oped, and (2) The spiritual reality, of which these and all other material
“thoughts” are but counterfeits. 25

The following short quotation from Cajori’s History of Mathematics
will express briefly some results of the fourth dimension, showing that the
four-dimensional world cannot possibly be subject to material limitations.
“Newcomb, the American astronomer, showed the possibility of turning
a closed material shell inside out by simple flexure, without either stretch- 3o
ing or tearing; Klein pointed out that in the fourth dimension knots could
not be tied; Veronese showed that a body could be removed from a closed
room without breaking the walls; C. S. Peirce proved that a body in four-
dimensional space either rotates about two axes at once, or cannot rotate
without losing one of its dimensions.” 33

W. W. Rouse Ball puts forward some interesting views with regard to a
four-dimensional world, which he says ““affords an explanation of some
difficulties in our physical sciences.”! William Sidis, a boy aged 10, who
appears to be a mathematical prodigy, delivered a lecture before the
Harvard Mathematical Club, in which he put forward some new theories 40
regarding the fourth dimension. Sir William Crookes, F.R.S., writes:
“To show how far we have been propelled on the strange new road, how
dazzling are the wonders that waylay the researcher, we have but to
recall—Matter in a fourth state. . . .2

These references will show how mathematicians are endeavouring to 45
gain 2 knowledge of a four-dimensional world.

1 Mathematical Recreations and Essays. . .
2 “«“Modern Views of Matter.” Address before the Congress of Applied Chemistry
at Berlin, 1903. ’
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Counterfeits and Symbols.—“The invisible things of him [God]
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20.)
<« For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are

s the figures of the true; but into heaven itself ”ﬂ(Heb. 9:24). ) .

Man is spiritual and four-dimensional. The apparent material man is
not real, but is purely illusionary. “The ideal, after all, is truer than the
real, for the ideal is the eternal element in perishable things; it is their
type, their sum, their raison d'étre” (Amiel). “And things are not what

1o they seem” (Longfellow). « Matter, motion, and force, are not the reality,
but the symbols of reality” (Herbert Spencer).

"A material world of three dimensions only, is visible to the material
senses,! consequently everything about you is simply something connected
with your spiritual self seen falsely, seen materially, a counterfeit of the

15 spiritual reality.2 “There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
. . The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord
from heaven” (I Cor. 15:44, 47). “ We have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (II Cor. 5:1).

Charles Kingsley said: ““The belief is coming every day stronger with

20 me that_all symmetrical objects are types of some spiritual truth or
existence. Everything seems to be full of God’s reflex, if we could but see
it. Oh! to see, if but for a moment, the whole harmony of the great
system; to hear once the music that the whole universe makes as it per-
forms His bidding.” Plato, in the Phedras, says: “ The higher qualities

25 which are precious to souls . . . are seen through a glass dimly; and they
are few who, going to the images, behold in them the realities, and they
only with difficulty.” St. Paul says: “For now we see through a glass
darkly” (I Cor. 13:12). Professor Drummond said : “Nature . . . is a
working model of the Spiritual.” It is a very poor counterfeit model.

30 “The world constructed with the impressions of our senses is a summary
translation, and necessarily a far from faithful one of the real world which
we know not” (The Evolution of Forces, Dr. G. Le Bon).

All must gain the knowledge of the real man, of our real selves. “So
in man’s self arise august anticipation, symbols, types, of a dim splendour,

35 ever on before” (R. Browning). The Revelator, sceing in advance what is
about to happen, writes: “The kingdoms of this world arc become the

1 In the poem known as the Odes of Solomon, which the Bishop of Ossory
states was composed between A.D. 150 and 200 for the ritual use of newly-baptised
Christians, the following appears: “T'he likeness of what is below is that which is

40 above; for everything is above; what is below is nothing but the imagination of those
who are without knowledge.”

“To my sense, we have not seen all of man; he is more than personal sense can
cognise, who is the image and likeness of the infinite” (Miscellancous Writings,
p. 97, Mary Baker Eddy).

43 2 “Every creation or idea of Spirit has its counterfeit in some matter belief.
Every material belief hints the existence of spiritual reality; and if mortals arc
instructed in spiritual things, it will be seen that material belief, in all its mani-
festations, reversed, will be found the type and representative of verities, priceless,
eternal, and just at hand. The education of the future will be instruction in spiritual

5o Science, against the material symbolic counterfeit sciences” (Miscellaneous Writings,

p. 60).
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kingdoms of our Lord” (Rev. r1:15). “Upon the heights we see that
every act and every thought are infallibly bound up with something great
and immortal” (Maeterlinck).

“For anything that may be proved to the contrary, there may be a
real something which is the cause of all our impressions; that sensations,
though not likenesses, are symbols of that something; and that the part
of that something, which we call the nervous system, is an apparatus for
supplying us with a sort of algebra of fact, based on these symbols”
(Professor Huxley). This something that Huxley so indefatigably searched
after has been proved to be God, the Principle of all good “the great I
AM; Principle; Mind; Soul; Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all substance;
intelligence”; 1 and the only cause.

Swedenborg spoke of correspondences, but confused heaven with a
false belief in ““spirit”” appearances, as it is clear from his writings that he
thought the spiritual world was visible around us under certain material
conditions. He had not learned that the things seen by him, which he
thought were spiritual, were merely materialised “thoughts” in their
more ethereal and less tangible form, and he imagined that there were at
least three worlds, the material, the spiritual, and the divine. Plato said
that the Ideas were the real things, while mundane objects were only
illusive forms, and wrote: “For nothing can have any sense except by
reason of that of which it is the shadow.” As is well known, he gave to
Ideas the greatest import, and said: “They existed before the world
[the material world] and the world was created after their pattern”
(Timaeus).

Edward Carpenter writes in The Art of Creation as follows: “With
Plato the great ruling ideas were Justice, Tenmperance, Beauty, and the
like. But he also.considered that there were ideas or patterns, eternal in
the heavens, of all tribes and creatures in the world, as of trees, animals,
men, and the lesser gods; and he even went so far as to suppose ideas of
things made by man’s artifice, such as beds and tables (see Republic,
Book X). Certainly it sounds a little comic at first to hear the ‘absolute
essential Bed’ spoken of, and Plato has been considerably berated by
many folk for his daring in this matter. He has been accused of confound-
ing the idea of a bed with the concept of a bed; it has been said, too, that
if there are ideas of beds and tables, trees and animals, there must also be
archetypes in heaven of pots and pans—absolutely essential worms,
beetles, and toadstools, and so forth. Plato, however, had no doubt con-
sidered these difficulties, and it may be worth while for our purpose to
pause 2 moment over them.” “ Man himself and his nature is rooted deep
in the nature of God, from whom he springs—and so may we not say that
in some sense the idea of bed is rooted in the ultimate reality and nature
of things? . . . But anyhow, it is an attempt to show how the Platonic
ideas may be brought into some sort of line and harmony with modern
science and philosophy. And it enables us dimly to see how the great
panorama of creation has come forth, ever determining and, manifesting
itself from within through the disclosure, from point to point and from

1 Science and Health, p. 587, Mary Baker Eddy.
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time to time, of ever-new creative feelings or ideas—the whole forming an
immense hierarchy, culminating in the grandest, most universal, Being
and Life.”
This quotation shows how advanced thinkers of the present day are
5 endeavouring to get at the truth, which daily gleams brighter through the
mist of matter.

Natural Laws merely Memoria Technica.—"“If nothing is to be
called science but that which is exactly true from beginning to end, I am afraid
there-is very little science in the world outside mathematics. Among the physical

10 sciénces I do not know that any could claim more than that each is true within
certain Limits, so narrow that, for the present at any rvate, they may be
neglected” (Professor Huxley).

Our views of so-called natural laws, and of our so-called ascertained
facts, have constantly been changing, and such laws must be looked upon

15 as merely a gigantic system of memoria technica, made use of to arrive
rapidly at conclusions. A scientific man working from a material basis, can,
by deduction, answer innumerable questions, merely because he has a
recognised system of so-called natural laws, to which he has recourse, and
by which he deduces his results. He could not recollect even a small

20 percentage of these results if he had to rely upon his memory for them.
Every now and then he ascertains a new fact, or series of facts, and then
has to alter his theories in order to fit in these facts. Otherwise he would
not be safe in drawing conclusions from such theories.

Professor Drummond writés: “ The Laws of Nature are simply state-

25 ments of the orderly conditions of things in Nature, what is found in
Nature by a sufficient number of competent observers. What these Laws
are in themselves is not agreed. That they have any absolute existence even
is far from certain. . . . But that they have any causal connection with
the things around is not to be conceived.” Natural science and its material

30 laws are merely objective states of a false mentality. Professor S. P.
Langley believed that the “Laws of Nature” are mercly mental con-
ceptions, and wrote: ‘“The so-called ‘Laws of Nature’ are from within—
laws of our own minds” (Smithsonian Report).

Signor Marconi, at a banquet given in his honour by the American

35 Institute of Electrical Engineers, said: “Whenever matter had to be
considered there could be no exact law of action.” 1 Professor Jevons has
said : “The utmost successes which our scientific method can accomplish
will not enable us to comprehend more than an infinitesimal fraction of
what there doubtless is to comprehend.”

40  Only a short time ago Faraday said that if even a straw could be moved
by will-power,? then his conception of the universe would be altered, but
he considered such a thing as absolutely incredible. Yet Sir Oliver Lodge,

* From article entitled “The End of Matter” in the New York Evening Sun’’
of March 24, 1906.

45 2 Recently I was taken to see a lady who was able to cause a suspended cylinder
to rotate rapidly merely by means of her “mind.” She thought that the action was
magnetic through electricity passing from her finger tips, until I proved to her that
the movement could be stopped directly I realised that there was “nothing but
God.” See also page 192, linc 44.
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speaking to the British Association recently, asked how do we know that
‘““a body may not be moved without material contact by an act of will? . . .

1 venture to say that there is something here not provided for in the ortho-"

dox scheme of physics, that modern physics is not complete.”

These so-called laws of matter are merely “modes of material motion,”
the individual’s false sense of the real laws of God; and they therefore
vary with individuals. God’s laws are invariable and inviolable because
God is Principle, the foundation of all law and order, and God always
works through moral and spiritual law, the immutable and eternal law of
good, and by none other.

Only those who have made a study of the subject, and are in constant
touch with advanced thinkers, recognise what a marvellous change is at
the present time taking place all over the world. Old ideas are fast dis-
appearing. Natural science stands expectant, awaiting developments. The
Science of God awaits us.

I0
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SECTION TWO
A CONSISTENT THEORY OF MATERIAL PHENOMENA

“We are, it appears, on the very verge of the discovery of a greater inte-
gration, as Professor Richet, the learned President of the Society for Psychical
Research, believes, which shall include all the psychical classes of phenomena
which I have mentioned, but which shall not yet itself be any single one of them.
It will include spiritualism, it will include clairvoyance, and telepathy, and
prevision, but yet not be any one of these things. It will havmonise, and sur-
round, and interpret all these mysteries and many more; and this is the trend
of psychology to-day, and is the apology for these chapters” (Spirit and Matter
before the Bar of Modern Science, J. W. Heysinger, M.D.).

In making public the elaborate detail of the human consciousness and
its undreamed-of possibilities, a serious question confronts us at the
outset. Whilst scarcely one-millionth part of possible good is known, it
is equally true that only a small fraction of the possible practice of evil has
ever been dreamed of, and much less attempted. It is impossible to state
the truth adequately without exposing the possibilities of evil. We lie
between Scylla and Charybdis. Are we to suppress the knowledge of good
on account of the fear of evil? The present condition of the world renders
it essential to expose false mental working, and show how harmful it is to
all concerned, even at the risk of mistakenly being thought to bring about
a certain amount of evil. All mystery surrounding phenomena must be
thoroughly cleared up to prevent a far greater danger. As the power of
evil, even in its highest apparent seething activity, is but as darkness before
the sun of omnipotence, the needful throwing of light on hidden evil will
never be feared by those who understand enough to avail themselves of
the omnipotence of Truth.

“Even now we are only beginning to understand; for we are in the
morning of the times. The human race is a recent comer to the earth,
and its palmy days lie in the future. There is an immense amount still
to be discovered. Science [material science] is modern, a thing of yester-
day, full of hope and promise, rather than of achievement. Much has been

-done, but we are still only, as it were, scratching the surface. There are

things even now being dreamed of in philosophy, which were once out-
side its pale altogether. Philosophy is becoming a far more compre-
hensive thing than it used to be” (Sir Oliver Lodge, .sc., LL.D., F.R.8.).

Scientific Forecasts.—IIuxley’s prophecy, that the next great
discovery would be in the realm of mind, has been fulfilled. It is certain
that it would be comparatively casy to fulfil another of his prophecics,
namely, that soon it would be possible to measure the strength of a thought
as we measure the power of a stcam engine.

The followiig™vonderful prophecy of another of the world’s greatest
thinkers and searchers after truth, Charles Darwin, has already been ful-
filled : “In the future I sec open fields for far more important researches.

62
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Psychology will be securely based on the foundation already well laid by
Mr. Herbert Spencer, that of the necessary acquirement of each mental
power and capacity by gradation. Much light will be thrown on the origin
of man and his history” (Origin of Species).

All over the world are little knots of people studying the apparent
action of the so-called human “mind” and getting results of almost every
description. All sorts of incorrect and incomplete theories have been put
forward, and such theories are getting nearly as numerous as the religions
of the present day. Professor Lombroso’s recent book, After Death—
What? is an instance of the utter fog in which many of the really able men
of the world are seemingly enveloped. It is time that the light of Truth
should be turned upon these conflicting false theories, so that men may
know how to act intelligently.

“ Exposure is Nine Points of Destruction.”’’—Having undertaken to
prove the fruly scientific foundation, upon which everything of importance
in this book 1s based, there is now placed before you a consistent theory
of the web of illusory material phenomena. This exposes the fallacies that
have bound us, discloses the final and fundamental so-called basis of this
material world and its hitherto inexplicable phenomena, and clears away
all doubt as to its inevitable total disappearance by the recognition of
spiritual reality. “A bare fact is nothing, or little, till it is clad in theory”
(Sir Oliver Lodge). “Whatever the difficulties in discerning new truths,
there are still greater ones in getting them recognised” (Lamarck).

In the forthcoming explanation of the so-called action of the material
world, it should be clearly understood that this theory, whilst giving a
system of sufficiently legitimate memoria technica to help us to arrive
rapidly at conclusions, is correct but not true, being simply the logical
outcome of the theories generally accepted as true, when forced to their
ultimate conclusion. The real position is, that there is no material move-
ment of any kind or description, no action, reaction, or interaction of
particles; in fact, there are no material particles in this seeming world.
It is not sufficient to state this. The fact must be proved that these seem-
ingly moving pictures, with all their discordant detail, are not real, and
therefore can be made to disappear. These pictures are hypothetical,
ethereal impressions, which seem to be flitting through the human
consciousness, and are only the real or spiritual world seen falsely, seen
materially, by counterfeits or suppositional opposite beings in a sup-
positional opposite world. Professor William James suggests, in speaking
of the “stream of consciousness,” that “the thoughts themselves are
thinkers.” This is true; the thinker and the thoughts are one.

Cinematographic Pictures.—The whole of this material world is
simply a series of cinematographic pictures, the men, animals, trees, in
fact, all so-called life, being merely ethereal counterfeits. These forms have
no more life or intelligence in them than the pictures on a cinematographic
screen. They are merely shifting appearances. Such so-called material
beings have apparently powers of thinking, reasoning, deducing and acting

1 No and Yes, p. 24, Mary Baker Eddy.
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upon such deductions; whereas, as a matter of fact, these so-called material
personalities are merely individualisations of illusory, basic false mentality,
and counterfeits of the spiritual perfect beings.

So-called Thinking Merely ‘‘Picturing.”’—One cannot correctly

5 speak of a so-called human being as “thinking.” “Picturing” would be a
more accurate expression. The true people are perfect spiritual beings in a
perfect world, governed by a perfect God, eternally manifesting divine

wisdom.

Material Phenomena.—The word “phenomenon” has been used
for ages by philosophers to express that which is apparent to the senses
or human consciousness—and which is ever changing in appearance—as
distinguished from its substance or actual constitution, called
“noumenon,” that is, what really exists.

The only object in giving publicity to the following theory is to educate
15 false thought out of itself—falsely called man—and show how

“phenomena” are merely fleeting ethereal impressions capable of instan-

taneous destruction, either before, after, or during the moment that they

appear to impinge upon the consciousness. In this way we prove the non-
reality of all so-called matter, and the present eternal reality of God, good.

20 “Every great advance in the sciences consists of a vast generalisation
revealing deep and subtle analogies” (Jevons).

I

[e]

A Consistent Theory a Safe Temporary Guide.—There will now |
be put before you a complete theory, evolved by following to their definite
ultimate conclusions the scientific premises to which for many ages a

25 universal assent has been given, and by the grouping together of ideas,
some not yet presented to the world, which are the result of the latest work
of leading thinkers. Into this theory you will find that all the new so-called
material facts recently brought to light will fit. So far, this theory has been
a safe guide when new material phenomena, and hithereto unknown so-

3o called causes, have had to be dealt with. It will also be of value to others

who have not as yet had an opportunity of investigating such matters, and

find themselves in a difficulty, as we are all liable to do when facing
seeming mystery.

But little of this theory is new. Nearly the whole of it you will find
has been given to the world, at one time or another, by theologians,
philosophers, scientific men, and seers. My work has only been the
winnowing of the chaff by the light of the knowledge of God. “For it is
not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you”
(Matt. 10:20).

40 The purpose of modern science has been defined as “The intellectual
unification of the mind of man and the mind of God.” Emerson expressed
it as “The extension of man on all sides, into Nature, till his hands should
touch the stars, his eyes see through the earth, his cars understand the
language of beast and bird, and, through his sympathy, heaven and carth

45 should talk with him.” But even such a development of a material con-
sciousness, apart from an increasing study and knowledge of God, would
only extend man’s present material and mortal experience. It would in no

3
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way lessen sin, disease, or death. This has been evidenced by many
abnormal individual developments in the history of the world.

It is necessary that an accurate view of the so-called material world be
formed, instead of the present almost universally accepted fallacious view,
in order that we may all learn how properly to reverse false thoughts of it and s
so gain dominion over it, and obtain the power to destroy all evil as it enters
our consciousness. Mrs. Eddy, under the marginal heading “Fallacious
Hypotheses,” says, “Science must go over the whole ground, and dig up
every seed of error’s sowing” (Science and Health, p. 79).

Every false sense of the action of Mind must be uncovered before it 1o
can be universally destroyed by the action of Truth. Every seed that has
been falsely conceived of and implanted in the human consciousness, will
assuredly have to be exposed by someone as having been a lie from the
beginning, before universal salvation can be achieved. The more we under-
stand of the power of thought, the more we shall recognise the importance 15
of this. It is a mistake to imagine that every individual has to “dig up
every seed,” which the whole, as a whole, is responsible for spreading.
Each man fills his niche, and one intelligent exposure of even one generally
accepted mistake may bring its opposite truth to the comprehension of a
world. God apportions to each his work and each is individually blessed 20
only as he fulfils it. :

At the commencement of my examination into metaphysical healing
I found a number of results that were quite inexplicable, according to the
ordinary theory of matter.’ The atomic theory, propounded by Epicurus,
and elaborated by the poet Lucretius, was still accepted by the majority 25
of people, although Thomson and others had seen that the ordinarily
accepted idea of the atom could not be correct.! I remember, after reading
Professor Riicker’s defence of the atom in his Presidential Address to the
British Association, about seven years ago, saying to myself, “ Good-bye,
atom.” ) : 30

The doctrine of a material evolution and the Darwinian theory,2
although incomplete, were accepted by scientists, and were largely
approved of by theologians. This theory of evolution assumes that in the
primal nebula from which this planet evolved, everything potentially
existed which in time would visibly belong to it. If you leave out the word 35
“ potentially,” this will be absolutely accurate, supposing that the material
universe had a real existence.

The Ether.—“Scientific method must begin and end with the laws of -
thought” (Professor Jevons).

The first thing that came to me of any importance was that the ether 40
is most accurately viewed from a natural sclence point of view as con-
sisting of lines of force (high-tension electric currents) at right angles to

1 “The material atom is an outlined falsity of consciousness’ (Unity of Good,

p. 35, Mary Baker Eddy). “The atom of matter is composed of electrons, and
nothing else” (Zther. and Matter, Sir Joseph Larmor). . 45
2 The Darwinian theory is not, as many think, the theory of evolution, which
was put forward long before Darwin’s time, but his belief in the causes of evolu-

tion.
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each otherl (see “Inspiration Scientific,” pp. 156-162). Professor
Faraday, I learned afterwards, knew this, but did not publish it.2 Each of
these lines of force is so-called vibration, miscalled a thought; their action
one upon the other forms matter.3

s Sooner or later an invention will be worked out for utilising the so-called
power of the ether. Several have been brought to me to advise upon, but
none of the inventors understood really what the power was that they were
endeavouring to utilise. Each had different ideas of it. The action and re-
action of the lines of force one upon the other tends to cause a particle to

10 revolve. So one day it will be found that there is a hypothetical etheric
force always tending to make matter revolve, and this will be what is called
utilised.

Thomas A. Edison, when interviewed by the New York Times, gave
as seventh in a list of probable discoveries, “A new force in nature of

15 some sort or other will be discovered, by which many things not now
understood will be explained. We unfortunately have only five senses; if
we had eight, we’d know more.”

Nikola Tesla in 1891 foresaw that the power of the ether would soon be
utilised as a source of ordinary motive power. He wrote: “The time will

20 soon be when it will be accomplished, and the time has come when one
may utter such words before an enlightened audience without being con-
sidered a visionary. We are whirling through endless space with incon-
ceivable speed, all around us everything is spinning, everything is moving,
everywhere is energy. There must be some way of availing ourselves of

25 this energy more directly.”

Sound is supposed to travel at about 1,100 feet per second. T'he Hertzian
waves, according to Maxwell, have a rate of transmission, but not by means
of the atmosphere, of from 100,000,000 to 300,000,000 yards per sccond.
Sight and sound are both transmitted, not by the vibration of the atmos-

30 phere, but by the vibration of the lines of force of which the ether is
composed. In the transmission of light the ether is supposcd to vibrate up
to at the very least 1,000,000,000,000 oscillations per sccond to produce
violet light. Sir William Crookes says that such statements go to show the
infinite power that in reality lies at the back of all so-called force.

35 Dr. Le Bon has commenced to probe the bay of mystery. ke says, for

! “The looms of crime, hidden in the dark recesses of muortal thought, arc
every hour weaving webs more complicated and subtle . . . they ensnare the age
into indolence”’ (Science and Health, p. 102, Mary Baker Eddy).

* It is to Faraday that we owe the ideca of “lines of force.” He was the first

40 to advance in a very cautious manner the ideas regarding them which are now
held by many scientists (sec On Faraday as a Discoverer, by U'yndal. Weekly
Evening Mectings, January 17 and 24, 1868. Proc. Roy. Inst., Vol. V). In his
Presidential Address to the British Association (1913), Sir Oliver Lodge said that
Sir J. J. Thomson's statement as to the cther suggested that it may be fibrous in

45 structure, and a wave run along lines of clectric force, as the genius of Faraday
surmised might be possible in his Thoughts on Ray Vibrations.

® “All mass is mass of the ether; all momentum, momentum of the ether; and
fﬂl kinetic energy, kinetic encrgy of the ether” (Electricity and Matter, Professor J. J.
Thomson). * Atomic elements . . . only seem to be nuclei of condensation in the

50 ether. . . . What was to be onc day the universe was then only constituted of
shapeless clouds of cther” (The Evolution of Matter, Dr. Le Bon).
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instance, that the sending of a pencil of parallel Hertzian waves to a dis-
tance would render war impossible, as not only all the shells and torpedoes
stored in the holds of the enemies’ ironclads could be exploded, but also
the stores of powder in the fortresses, and even in the metal cartridges
of the soldiers. He also says that the ship or fortress could not be pro-
tected from the action of the Hertzian waves. Now we find that
“thought,” being only a high-tension current, the powder could be
exploded also “mentally.” This shows to what a crisis the world is now
coming.

It is as a result of a theoretical vibration of the ether that the material
man appears to gain knowledge. It is from this vibration of the ether that
we get our material sense of movement. All phenomena are merely
apparent vibration of the ether. “Colour is in us, not in the rose,” said
Professor Langley.

Dr. Heysinger, in Spirit and Matter before the Bar of Modern Science,
writes: “The transmission of light alone, for example, requires a sub-
stance so dense or rigid that, in the mass, face to face, as it were, it will
quiver from a state of absolute quiescence into a velocity or rapidity up
to at least 1,000,000,000,000 oscillations in each second of time. It requires
that rapidity to produce the sensation of violet light on the retina, and, in the
case of the sun, that this oscillation shall be continuous along a line nearly
a hundred million miles long; for us to see the planet Neptune requires that
the line from the sun to that planet as a relay station must be three thousand
million miles long, and ‘as long again for the wave of reflected light to
travel back to our telescopes. Yet the distance of Neptune is a mere infini-
tesimal fraction of the distance from our planet to many of the so-called
fixed stars. The ether, while the substance of all substances in actual
density and resistance, lacks one, and, so far as we know, only one,
property of matter, and that is gravity; . . . to our physical tests it is
without gravity.” This is a good illustration of the inconsistency of the
present material theory of the universe, which is now believed to be
dependent upon a property found lacking in its original element.

Sir John Herschel, in his paper on Light, states that a cubic inch
of this ether, if confined, and relieved from outside pressure, would
have a bursting pressure of more than seventeen billions of pounds to
the square inch, and adds: “ Do what we will—adopt what hypothesis we
please—there is no escape, in dealing with the phenomena of light, from
these gigantic numbers; or from the conception of enormous physical force
in perpetual exertion at every point through all the immensity of space.”
Strike out the word “physical” and change “exertion” to “action,”
and the latter portion of the statement is correct.

This ether is the theoretical foundation of a supposed material world,
and of all its troubles, and has to be self-destroyed by being short-cir-
cuited.l Professor Poincaré, a learned French mathematician, and a
member of the "Academy of Sciences, writes in Science and Hypo-
thesis: “A day will come when the ether will be rejected as useless.”

1 “Error, urged to its final limits, is self-destroyed,”” owing to the action of

“Truth, which sweeps away the gossamer web of mortal illusion” (Science and
Health, p. 476, Mary Baker Eddy).
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This day has come, and we find the ether not only useless but the sup-
posititious cause of all trouble.! Fortunately, this illusory web, with all its
fictitious movement and power, whether called ether, devil, or mortal
mind, is doomed to disappear.

Material “Thoughts” Lines of Force.—‘“No thought, no feeling,
is ever manifested save as the result of a physical force. This principle will
before long be a scientific commonplace” (Herbert Spencer).

The next thing of importance found was that each of these lines of
force was what has been called a “thought,” and each “thought” a high-
tension electrical current vibrating at a different rate. So-called good
“thoughts,” have a high vibration, and bad “thoughts” a lower speed of
vibration. Both are purely material, and even more outside the spectrum
than the Marconi or Hertzian waves.

In Method and Results, Professor Huxley said : “I believe we shall arrive
at a mechanical equivalent of consciousness, just as we have arrived at
a mechanical equivalent of heat.” What has hitherto been misconceived
of as “mind” is now proved to be this “mechanical equivalent of con-
sciousness,” the exact opposite of the Mind that is God.

These “thoughts,” so-called good, bad, and indifferent, may be said to
sweep across the human “mind” of a man all mixed up together. They
appear to pass at the rate of about twenty miles an hour.2 So we find Pro-
fessor Myers speaking of “The stream of consciousness in which we
habitually live.” :

Each “thought” has a different effect upon- the so-called “mind,”
which is merely a series of closed electrical circuits vibrating in unison
with different “ thoughts,” as they pass over it, somewhat as the transmitter
of a telephone vibrates on account of the passing current, so giving the
impression of what are called sound waves.3 These “thoughts” can be
short-circuited 4 and destroyed, as each consists of a series of small oval-
shaped particles, a negative electrical charge at one end and a positive
charge at the other. By slightly turning one particle they all short-circuit
each other to an infinite distance on either side.

Human ‘‘Thoughts’ Merely External Beliefs.—A mortal does not
create “ his thoughts.” Every so-called thought that ever made a man
apparently think, say, or do anything, cxisted, as far as it could be said
to exist, only as an illusive, “non-mental,” contradictory opposite to true
thoughts, ages (to use the human phraseology) before there was any
material sign of human being, or even of what is called the material world.

Because of false concepts of time and space, these false belicfs appear as

1 “The ether is doubtless a mysterious agent which we have not yet learnt to
isolate; no phenomenon can be explained without it” (The Evolution of Forces,
Dr. Le Bon). .

? “Mortal thoughts chasc one another like snowflakes, and drift to the ground”
(Science and Health, p. 250, Mary Baker Eddy).

# “Mortal mind is the harp of many strings, discoursing either discord or
harmony ” Ibid., p. 213). .

* T'o “short-circuit” a current or charge in any given spot is to create a path of
comparatively low resistance whereby the current ceases beyond that spot or the
charge there disappears,
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though spread out over zons of time, cinematographic pictures 1
apparently passing in rapid review as mere mechanical automata. Professor
Clifford truly said all unconscious action must be “mechanical and
automatic.” The human personality is a mere mechanical machine, void
of any life or intelligence, and the so-called “mind” is merely a “harp of
many strings.”

When you really understand what the material world pretends to be,
you will recognise that the only things that can harm you are these
“thoughts,” or false, “non-mental” impressions, which, until they are
destroyed, come sweeping over the “stringed” instrument called the
human “mind.” When you understand this, fear is a thing of the past.
How can you possibly be afraid of being harmed by these thoughts when
you really understand that they are merely high-tension electrical currents,
absolutely powerless when you know how to.deal with them! All that a
human being can do is to intensify them and to make them seem a little
more powerful at the moment. He cannot thereby harm you if your
mental work is properly done.

“Thoughts” Intensify Themselves.—When a person is said to be
“thinking,” 2 that which theoretically happens is, that thought is intensify-
ing itself on the so-called “mind” of the person who is admitting the
thought into his consciousness. When a hypnotist, for instance, is hypnotis-
ing a person, the thought hypnotises the one who is hypnotising just as
much as the one hypnotised. The so-called “mind ” of the hypnotiser being
a series of closed electrical circuits, the thoughts, sweeping along, intensify
themselves by means of this human electrical instrument, and so harm him
as much as, or more than, the person who is being directly influenced.

Pain a Mental Effect.—Some years before my investigation of mental
healing was commenced, I had to examine into a system for stopping pain
electrically, and found that it could be instantly stopped by passing a
high-tension electrical current through the nerve, if the current were made
and broken with sufficient rapidity. Just over 450 makes and breaks per
second were necessary. When the current was cut off the pain returned.
Pain is recognised as entirely a mental effect. Marini, the Italian poet, was
so engrossed once with his poetry that he was badly burnt before he
became aware of it.

When you are in pain you are simply suffering from an individual
and collective belief in one special form of evil. If you knew with sufficient
certainty to give absolute conviction and confidence, that there is only
one God, good, and that good can neither cause nor utilise pain, as it is a

1 “We hardly do anything else than set going a kind of cinematograph inside
us. We may therefore sum up what we have been saying, in the conclusion that
the mechanism of our ordinary knowledge is of a cinematographical kind”’ (Creative
Evolution, Henri Bergson). . .

2 As already stated, ‘“picturing” is a better expression. It was this malicious
picturing of evil that Ezekiel referred to when he said: “Thou shalt see greater
abominations. . . . Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of
Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery?” (Ezek. 8:6, 12).
These ancients were the first to be destroyed by the ‘“slaughter weapon,” the evil
thoughts in the latter days (Chap. 9, verse 2).
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non-reality, and in reality all is joy, peace, and harmony, it would instantly
cease. Instead, we have been educated to believe in the power of evil, and
consequently experience the sad results such false belief inevitably brings.
This is the punishment for disbelief in God, good, the penalty for breaking

5 the First Commandment. Pain being merely a mental effect, is per-
manently cured by right thinking. Temporary relief is obtained when
wrong thinking is momentarily stopped by an anzsthetic.

The Human Mind.—“It must be firmly maintained that it is the whole

body that is the organ of mind” 1 (Sir J. Crichton-Browne, M.D.).

ro  Each individual so-called mind is merely matter, only of a finer texture
than what is generally called matter,? and invisible to the normal human
sight. It permeates the body as water does a sponge,® and is necessarily
of the same shape as the denser mass called the body. This material,
human “no-mind,” a carnal, false mentality, mis-named mind, can

15 become separated from the body, and appear to pass without difficulty
through ordinary matter, which is merely materialised false thought, or
human belief.
“Thou art a little soul [human mind] bearing about a corpse” (Epictetus).
No wonder St. Francis called his body “brother ass.”

20 Huxley wrote: “If the hypothetical substance of mind is possessed of
energy, I for my part am unable to see how it is to be discriminated from

the hypothetical substance of matter.”
“Inner experience entitles us to posit the existence 6f something which
is not the brain,* nor in any absolute sense the correlate of the brain, but

25 ! “The Hygienic Uses of Imagination.” An Address on Psychology, delivered
at the Annual Meeting of the British Medical Association, 1889.

2 “His body is as material as his mind, and wice versa® (Science and Health,
p. 290, Mary Baker Eddy). Namely, the so-called mind is no mind.
8 “ Mortal mind and body combine as one.” ‘“Divine Science shows it to be

30 impossible that a material body, though interwoven with matter’s highest stratum,
misnamed mind, should be man” (Zbid., pp. 409 and 4%7). Pythagoras scems to be
the first to have stated that what he called the soul resembled the body, which died
when the soul withdrew. The so-called mind is mistakenly translated in the Bible
and spoken of elsewhere as the “soul,” which in its root meaning implics Deity,

35 while this false mind forms no part of the real man, being merely a false mentality.
Where referring to the material man the word ““ soul”” should be translated *‘ human
sense.” In A.D. 1562 theology was confused over the apparent facts. Luther wrote:
I permit the Pope to make articles of faith for himsclf and his faithful—such as the
soul is the substantial form of the human body, the soul is immortal,-—with all

40 those monstrous opinions to be found in the Roman dunghill of decretals” (Luther’s
Works, Vol. 11, fol. 107). The Bible speaks of body, soul, and spirit. The human
body and soul are mortal, not part of the real man. God is Spirit, Soul. "The mani-
festation of God, good, as man and universe, can only be spiritual and immortal.
John Goodsir, Professor of Anatomy in the University of Edinburgh, who was

45 not only a naturalist, physiologist, and anatomist of European reputation, but
also a philosophical psychologist of the first rank, taught that “Man in his con-
stitution consists of three elements—a corporeal, a psychical, and a spiritual”’;
these he treated as of the Sarx, Psyche, and Pneuma; and that it was in the last of
these, and not in his corporeal element, that his personality resided.

50 4 Several cases have been recently reported by medical men, for instance, by
Dr. Etienne Destot, Surgeon to the T'ribunal of the Seine, showing that the brain
is not indispensable. Dr. Bruch, of Algiers, reports a case where an Arab, after
an a(}:)(lzident, lived for two months with no brains left, yet showing no signs of brain
trouble.
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a distinct entity constituting the very self of each of us, the bearer of our
conscious states, and the principle of their unity. Moreover, this self is
not only a principle of unity in consciousness, but a centre of conscious
activity, a something that can produce and experience effects” (The Rt.
Hon. Gerald Balfour, late President of the Society for Psychical Research,
in the Hibbert Fournal).

Many leaders in science have recognised that this so-called human
mind and body cannot exist permanently.

A Mechanical Concept.— The real nature of the relation between
mind and brain is unthinkable” 1 (Sir J. Crichton-Browne, M.D.).

No wonder the well-known Thomas A. Edison, deep in the study
of matter, is reported to have spoken as follows at a recent interview:
“I cannot see any use of a future life. There is no more reason to suppose
the human brain—what you call a soul—to be immortal than there is to
think that one of my phonographic cylinders is immortal. The brain is a
recording office where records are made and stored. It is a mere machine.”
Mr. Edison, the reporter stated, explained the will-power which drives
the brain, as possibly a form of electricity, and declared “whatever it is,
it is material.”” This is perfectly correct with regard to the material man.
The true man is God’s consciousness, individualised intelligence. Man’s
innate spirituality can and must be recognised and utilised by the human
consciousness, to bring out immediate, harmonious environment and
experiences.

A Chemical Concept.—At the recent International Physiological
Congress, Reuter reports Professor Charles Richet, of Paris, as saying:
“Every person differed, not only mentally, but in chemical constitution
from his neighbour. Every illness, every form of poisoning, produced
in the blood definite substances, leaving traces which not even years
would cfface. Every living being was, perchance, a chemical mechanism
and nothing more.” This latter is true of the human.2

The Basic False ‘‘Mentality.””—The individual “conscious mind”
is like an island, an “isthmus lordling,” in a deep ocean. It appears as
separated from all other lands, but on going below the sea it widens and
widens until ultimately you find it part of the entire globe, completely
connected with every other island. So the so-called “mind” (both in its
upper and lower strata) is merely ethereal, materialised thought, and is
connected with the “mind,” or basic false individuality, of every human
being, there being only one “subconscious mind,” named for convenience
“mortal mind,” because it is purely a false, and therefore doomed,
“ mentality.” Scientific men speak of the ether, theologians of the devil.
Ether, devil, and mortal “mind,” all three are merely different names for
the same false concept, and are wholly illusory, a basic false “mentality.”

1 ¢“The Hygienic Uses of Imagination.” .

‘Professor Macdonald has recently said to a reporter of the Daily Mail (August 4,
1911) : “Except for the mind the body would be a piece of mechanism.” He
differentiates between soul, mind, and brain, and said: “There is at least a pos-
sibility that mind is an outside influence, only affecting the brain when the latter is
in certain states.”
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Upon this visionary basis or belief, wrongly called the mind of man, all
matter rests, and this ‘“mind”’ does not respond to any really good
thought, that is, thought of God, as it only vibrates with material thoughts,
and even this vibration is purely illusory.

s The ‘‘Subconscious Mind.”’— Mind still remains to us an impene-
trable mystery” 1 (Sir J. Crichton-Browne, M.D.).

Later, as demonstrated results disposed of false theories, it became
evident that the so-called “‘subconscious mind,” or basic false mentality
of each individual, is divided into what, for convenience, may be called

10 “cells” 2 or vibrating diaphragms, and that each thought of sin and each
thought of disease has its corresponding cell in the “subconscious mind,”
which cell, when caused to vibrate, is a temptation of sin, or of disease.
Your “subconscious mind” is the part of the ether called “you.” Now
when your so-called “conscious mind” vibrates synchronously, or in

15 unison with the “subconscious mind,” “you” are “conscious” of the
vibration, that is, of the impression, whether this is in the form of what is
usually called thought, and you think it, or in the form of materialised
thought, that is, matter, and you see it; whether these are coming into
“consciousness” in the future, called “about to happen,” or whether

20 they have already come into “consciousness.” When required for a bene-
ficial purpose, this result can be brought about by the action of God
through true prayer.

The action of so-called thoughts on the human consciousness is exactly
like that of sound on a tuning-fork. If the anger cell is clean, and an angry

25 “thought” passes over a man, it will have no effect; just as the note A
will have no effect upon a tuning-fork tuned to the note C. If therc are,
however, small ultimate particles on the anger cell, when the angry
“thoughts” pass over the human mechanism, the cell will vibrate and the
man be angry, as the electric particles damp down the cell and allow it to

30 vibrate with the angry thought, just as pitch put on the C tuning-fork will
lower its note so that it vibrates with the lower note A. When the action of
God, ever-active good, has obliged these particles, which are electrical, to
short-circuit themselves, then the cell, being freed from them,? will only
vibrate with higher thoughts—thoughts of love, ctc., just as the tuning-

35 fork, when the pitch is cleaned off, or some of the metal filed away, will
vibrate with higher vibrations. When the “consciousness” is attuncd
rightly, low vibrations, such as so-called thoughts of disease or hate, will
not act upon it and thereby show their effect upon the body. The matcrial

1 «The Hygienic Uses of Imagination.”

40 2 “So long as any hospitality is given to thé unideal within, so long will the
tempting volces without be given a hearing. When, however, through patient
efforts the courts of consciousness are made inaccessible to cvery unholy thought,
the seductions of objective evil will have lost their charm and the true freedom of
right choice will have been obtained” (“Selective Living,” by John Willis, in

45 Christian Science Sentinel, August 28, 1909).

3 . mortals should so improve material belief by thought tending
spiritually upward as to destroy materiality” (Science and Health, p. 545, Mary
Baker Eddy). “The vibrations of the cther . . . represent the last stage of the
dematerialisation of matter, the onc preceding its final disappearance® (The

50 Evolution of Matter, Dr. Le Bon).
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body, and indeed, as will soon be recognised, the whole environment,
expresses the condition of the individual human “consciousness,” and
improves instantly that it is purified, or that the thoughts are changed for
the better by the cessation or destruction of the wrong thoughts, leaving
the better, or so-called good thoughts, the higher vibrations, to become 5
apparent.! These particles cannot get on the cells again.

The Material Body.—“Materialism is simply a logical blunder” (Sir J.
Crichton-Browne, M.D.). ’

"The material body is merely a massing together of electrons, which take
the shape of and have their apparent movement through the action of 10
“thoughts” on the so-called human ““mind,” and which a little time after
death alter their grouping by decomposition.3

“For of the soul [human consciousness] the body form doth take,
For soul is form, and doth the body [more solid matter] make >
(Edmund Spenser). 15

“Every right action and true thought sets the seal of its beauty on

person and face, and every wrong action and foul thought its seal of dis-
tortion” (John Ruskin).

The Electron.—Later on I found that at some of the places where
these lines of force, or electrical high-tension currents cross, the inter- zo
action of these lines, one upon the other, forms the electron, or, as chemists
have called it, the ion, which is believed by scientific men to be the
smallest particle of matter.¢ These electrons, which, as Mr. Arthur Balfour
mentioned, when President of one of the British Association Meetings, are
spoken of as a stress in the ether, are simply a twist in the two cross lines of 25
force caused by their mutual attraction. They are vibration in two
dimensions instead of one, at the junction of the two lines of force. As
the union of the male and female is apparently required in the animal,
vegetable, and mineral kingdoms to produce so-called life, so it requires the
junction of two lines of force and the interaction of positive and negative 30
polarity to produce the electron, the smallest particle of matter.

From this can be understood Lord Kelvin’s belief in his “vortex-ring.”
In Ather and Matier Sir Joseph Larmor says: “The material molecule
is entirely formed of ether, and of nothing else,” and speaks of it as a small
vortex, with an enormous speed of rotation. " o35

That advanced thinker, Professor W. K. Clifford, in 1875 wrote:
“There is great reason to believe that every material atom carries upon
it a small electric current, if it does not wholly consist of this current.”

! “Remove the leading error or governing fear of this lower so-called mind,
and you remove the cause of all disease as well as the morbid or excited action of 40
any organ”’ (Science and Health, p. 377, Mary Baker Eddy).

* “Consciousness constructs a better body when faith in matter has been
conquered”’ (Ibid., p. 425).

3 It is likewise proved that the body of a dog and that of a man have the same
composition” (The Evolution of Matter, Dr. Le Bon). .

* The oval-shaped particles of which the lines of force are composed are smaller.
They consist of a positive electrical charge at one end and a negative charge at the
other.
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Earlier still Sir Isaac Newton suggested the existence .of a stress in the
ether surrounding a particle of matter. Faraday did his best to eliminate
the supposed difference between matter and energy.
Professor J. B. Bose has shown how the identity of response to stimula-
5 tion exhibited by matter, whether animal, vegetable, or mineral, demons-
trates the underlying unity of these three. He has also shown “that the
most general and most delicate sign in life is the electric response,” and has
proved that this electric response, ““considered generally as the effect of an
unknown vital force,” exists in matter. He has also shown the “fatigue”
1o of metals and their response to excitants, depressants, poisons, etc.
M. Guillaume, in La Nature, contends that the mutability of solid matter
constitutes “a kind of inferior life that has been unsuspected hitherto,
but that can no longer be neglected by the attentive observer.”
Professor J. J. Thomson, F.R.S., now Sir Joseph Thomson, a few years
15 ago gave a series of lectures, in which he explained the method by which
he had measured what he called the corpuscle, also called the ion or the
electron. He had proved its electrical character and measured its velocity—
from 2,000 to 6,000 miles per second. These corpuscles were, as he
expressed it, “the ultimate particles common to matter of all kinds.”
20 Sir William Crookes, a good many years ago, it may be recollected,
prophesied the discovery of the ultimate particle of matter, which, in 1886,
he called “protyle,” “formless mist,” or “the foundation stones of which
atoms are composed.” 1
Sir Humphry Davy, in a lecture before the Royal Institution, in 1809,
25 speaking of a possible substance common to all metals, said: “If such
generalisations should be supported by facts, a new, a simple, and a grand
philosophy would be the result.” 2

Matter.3—"1 would ask all educated people to keep their minds open,
and not to close them, and think they already know about the Universe and

30 ' Proc. Roy. Soc., 1880, No. 205, p. 469.

2 Works of Sir Humphry Dazy, Vol. VIII, p. 325.

3 Since the foregoing was written the following report appeared in the Daily
Telegraph, of December 6, 1910:—

“Members of the Authors’ Club assembled at a dinner last night listened to a

35 most interesting address on ‘New Elements in Chemistry,” by Professor Sir
William Crookes, one of the greatest living authorities on the subject. He said the
very idea of an element as something absolutely primary and ultimate, was growing
less and less distinct, until to-day we admitted the possibility of resolving the
chemical elements into simpler forms of matter, or even of refining them away

4o altogether.

Opinions differed as to the constitution of the electron. Some consider it 1o he
an electrical charge on a material substratum, others saw no necessity for the
material nucleus, and considered the electron to be pure disembodied clectricity,
thus approaching closely to the old idea of Buscovitch, accepted by Iaraday, that

45 the atom was only a centre of force.

A bit of radium that would go into a thimble had almost suddenly shaken our
belief in the conservation of substance, the stability of the chemical elements,
the undulatory theory of light, and the nature of clectricity; had revived the
dream of alchemists and the preservation of perpcetual youth, and had cast doubts

50 on the very existence of matter itself.

If we had disestablished the idea of the fixity of the old-fashioned clements,
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the things in it, because as yet they have hardly begun. There are chapters and
chapters to be opened” (Sir Oliver Lodge).

“Matter is theoretically the realm of fatality, while consciousness is
essentially that of liberty” (Henri Bergson in Life and Consciousness).
Matter is the ‘“objective supposition of Spirit’s opposite” (Mrs. Eddy), s
merely a manifestation of illusive thoughts. Hegel and many other philo-
sophers have looked upon thought and thing, and even thought and being,
as one. Matter can be correctly defined, in accordance with natural science,
as electricity, simply a massing together of electrons, and can be caused
to appear and disappear in two different ways: 1— 10

(1) Either by the action of the so-called human mind, by strong deter-
mined thinking or will-power, when the electrical tension is merely
released, or altered, or

(2) By turning to God in thought and denying the reality of the pheno-
mena. The lines of force or thoughts themselves are then short-circuited,? 15
and not only the matter, but the apparent cause of the matter, ceases its
apparent existence in the material world or world of false consciousness.

The first method is that used by sorcerers, witches and hypnotists,
and the latter is the way in which Jesus the Master-metaphysician worked.
The former harms all concerned, the latter benefits the whole world, as it 20
is the destruction of evil and is the only right method of treatment, that is,

of prayer.
“Already our notions concerning the nature of matter have been
revolutionised. . . . It now seems that they [the electrons] are electricity

itself. . . . Whither this will lead us can only with the greatest caution be 25
pre-imagined. In any case, the consequences of this discovery, philoso-
phical as well as scientific, are stupefying in the possibilities they open up
to the thinker, as well as to the man of practical science. At last science
begins to join hands with philosophy. What will be the philosophy of a
hundred years hence imagination pales before the effort of attempting to 30
conceive” (4 Hundred Years Hence, T. Baron Russell).

What is electricity ? No one knows, and no one ever will know. Edison

we would say we still have matter to fall back on. But philosophers had not respected
even the sacredness of matter itself. Physicists were now beginning to say that in
all probability there was no such thing as matter; that when we had caught and 35
tamed the elusive atom and split it into oo little bits, these residual particles would
turn out to be nothing more than superposed layers of positive and negative
electricity. He refrained from speculating as to what would happen to us if some
clever researcher of the future discovered a method of making these alternate
layers of plus and minus cancel each other out! 4

Mr. Charles E. S. Phillips said it had become the habit to look to physicists and
chemists to clear up mysteries that surrounded us, and those who worked in the
borderland, like Sir William Crookes, had great responsibility thrown upon them,
and were looked to by the whole world as leaders.

1 Jesus was making a scientific statement of fact when he said: “Whosoever 45
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea;
and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith” (Mark 9:23, and 11:23. Sce
also Matt. 17:20, and 21:21, 22 ; Luke 17:6 ; Ex. 7:12. Also Science and Health, p. 86,
lines 13, 30; p. 87, line 2; and p. 43, line 3). . ) 50

2 “Flectricity is . . . the least material form of illusive consciousness, . . .
which destroys itself” (Science and Health, p. 293).

o]
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says: “We are still ignorant of the true character of electricity; indeed, to
me, after 2ll the years I have spent in studying electricity, it is more a
mystery now than ever.” “We know nothing about the composition of any
body whatever, as it is” (Huxley).

5 Matter Merely Ethereal Phenomena.l—It will therefore be seen
that matter is not something real, but it is ethereal, or of the ether, a
manifestation of false beliefs, and the miracles of Jesus illustrate the
action of perfectly regular true mental laws. He could not possibly have
worked in opposition to law. Anyone, therefore, can do these miracles if

10 he understands the laws and, as the result of applying them, lives a good
enough life, that is, a life of sufficient unselfishness. If a person, however,
thinks that he, the material man, works them, he will find that he will not
progress. He has to know that God, good, alone acts.?

Motion.—Before beginning my investigation for the Daily Express
15 I never understood how a piece of matter could possibly move, as either
it was in its place, or it was not, and any movement from one of these
conditions to the other was to me inconceivable. Now it is clear in the
light of present-day knowledge, that matter never moves, and that any
apparent movement is merely successive dematerialisation and materialisa-~
20 tion, in other words, that which we see is merely a series of ethereal cine-
matographic pictures, without any life or reality, which appear and dis-
appear so rapidly that they give the impression of continuous movement.
Even when matter is stationary, it is no less a series of vanishing, cine-
matographic pictures. Professor Osborne Reynolds has proved this mathe-
25 matically, and says: “Such motion has all the character of a wave in the
medium; and that is what the singular surfaces, which we call matter,
are—waves. We are all waves.” 3 Parmenides said this change is a transi-
tion from that which is to that which a moment ago was not.
Mr. Bertrand Russell, late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge,
30 in his valuable work, The Principles of Mathematics, writes : “There is no
transition from place to place, and no physical existence of velocity and
acceleration.” This is true of so-called matter.

Gravity.—“You sometimes speak of gravity as essential and inhevent

to matter; pray do not ascribe that notion to me, for the cause of gravity is
35 what I do not pretend to know” % (Sir Isaac Newton).

What is called gravity, as my brother, Colonel H. E. Rawson, R.E.,

long ago pointed out, is merely an electro-magnetic force, the mutual

1 <At best, matter is only a phenomenon of mortal mind, of which evil is the
highest degree; but really there is no such thing as morzal mind” (Unity of Good,
40 p. 50, Mary Baker Eddy). “Matter and the ether are intimately connected, they are
unceasingly interchanging energies, and are in no way two separate worlds”’
(The Evolution of Forces, Dr. Le Bon).
? “Then answered Jesus and said unto them. Verily, verily, I say unto you,
The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do” (John 5:19).
45 “I can of mine own self do nothing” (John 5:30). “With God all things are
possible” (Matt. 19:26).
3 ‘)‘ On an Inversion of Ideas as to the Structure of the Universe” (Rede Lecture,
1902). .
* Letter to Bentley, January 17, 1693.
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attraction of the electric particles and due to synchronous vibration. This
counterfeits the spiritual reality of omnipresent Love, which draws all
men closely together, making of them one harmonious whole. “As the
heavenly bodies attract—incline to one another and are held together by
the eternal law of gravitation, so heavenly souls lean to and attract one

another, and are bound together by the eternal law of love” (Max Miiller)..

Nothing proves more clearly the unreality of any material attraction, be
it called gravity or love, than the obvious fact of its ultimate “separation ”
as matter; whereas real love, being spiritual attraction, is eternal in its
manifestation of perfect at-one-ment.

Time.—"“Now is eternity, now I am in the midst of immortality” (Richard
Jeferies). ‘

The apparent action of material thoughts at any given moment is
merely due to our limited senses, which hitherto have prevented us from
being conscious of any thought either before or after it comes into apparent
action. When you recognise that the material world has nothing to do
with your real self, and is, at best, only a dream without a real dreamer,

10

15

you will see that philosophers are right when they say there is no such

thing as time.

“Never the spirit was born, the spirit shall cease to be never;
Never was time it was not; End and Beginning are dreams!”
. (S?r Edwin Arnold).

“What we perceive of the universe are only the impressions pro-
duced on our senses. The form we give to things is conditioned by the
.nature of our intelligence. Time and space are, then, subjective notions
imposed by our senses on the representation of things, and this is why Kant
considered time and space as forms of sensibility. To a superior intelli-
gence, capable of grasping at the same time the order of succession and
that of the co-existence of phenomena, our notions of space and time would
have no meaning. . ., . Time is, for man, nothing but a relation between
events” (The Evolution of Forces, Dr. Le Bon). As Kant pointed out,
space and time do not concern “things as they are in themselves,” but
only as they appear to our senses, being limitations imposed on the human
mind by its very nature.

There is real time in the real world, and this is expressed in the suc-
cessive unfolding of ideas to the spiritual man. “Mind measures time
according to the good that is unfolded” (Seience and Health, p. 584, Mary
Baker Eddy).

“We are here face to face with that final inexplicability at which, as
Sir William Hamilton observes, we inevitably arrive when we reach
ultimate [material] facts; and, in general, one mode of_ sta?ing it only
appears more incomprehensible than another . . . that it [time] cannot
be expressed in any terms which do not deny its truth. The real stumbling-
block is perhaps not in any theory of the fact, but in the fact itself. The
true incomprehensibility perhaps is, that something which has ceased, or
is not yet in existence, can still be, in a manner, present—that a series of
feelings, the infinitely greater part of which is past or future, can be

7

20

40

45
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gathered up, as it were, into a single present conception, accompanied
by a belief in its reality” (John Stuart Mill).

The Scientific ‘‘Now.”’—“To stop short in any research that bids fair
to widen the gates of knowledge—to recoil from fear of difficulty, or adverse

5 criticism—is to bring reproach on Science. There is nothing for the investi-
gator to do but to keep straight on, ‘ to explore up and down, inch by inch, with
the taper of his reason’; to follow the light wherever it may lead, even should
it at times resemble a will-0’-the-wisp” (Sir William Crookes, F.R.S.).

ATl this is now easily explained, and it is possible to prove by direct

10 experiment that what we call time is merely limited human perception.
Out of a total of at least five hundred cases, of all kinds, my first result
proving this may be given as an instance.! Ages ago it was discovered and
taught that there was no such thing as time. Everything, as far as it can be
said to be happening, is happening at the same time, and the only reason

15 why one cannot see a thing at any given time, is because of this supposed
human material limitation. Thinking over this, one sees that, if it is true,
it ought to be provable by direct experiment. We ought to be able to pray
now, and the effect of that prayer should have been as efficacious in the
‘past as it has been generally admitted to be in the future.?

20 It is obvious that to the material senses we cannot alter what has (to
those senses) already happened. We can at best only wipe out all recol-
lection and all traces of it in the present and future. Again, if praying to
produce an effect in the past, all we can do will be to prevent that past
having been as bad as it would otherwise have been without the prayer.

25  Recognising that there is nothing impossible to God, a resolve was
made to try the effect as soon as possible. The next day a letter was received
from a sister-in-law written the day before, on a Monday, and asking for
help through the recently discovered method of scientific prayer, the deep,
systematic, right thinking which follows upon a right understanding of

30 God and man. On receipt of this letter on Tuesday morning, recognising
that there is no such thing as time, and that, therefore, practically the letter
had only just been written, and knowing that now and always man is a
perfect spiritual being, made in God’s image and likeness, I denied the
reality of the physical trouble, and realised as clearly as possible the

35 perfect God and perfect man, thus praying in the way that Jesus told us.
By the next post a letter came saying that a wonderful thing had happened,
and how directly the letter had been written she was perfectly well. Thus
were these logical deductions proved correct, as they have been many
times since, by the best of all proofs, experimental tuition. Isaiah, speaking

40 of the last days, says: “And it shall come to pass, that before they call,
I will answer” (Isa. 65:24). This time has now come; the thoughts on

‘the subject that have always been there are now being recognised and
understood.

! Since the first edition of Life Understood was published, students of it have
45 found that they have been able to obtain similar results by working in the way
shown. Results are the only proof and the only value of a theory.
? “You may also ask how belief can effect a result which precedes the develop-
ment of that belief. It can only be replied, that Christian Science reveals what ‘eye
hath not seen’” (Science and Health, p. 553).
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The Metaphysical View of Time and Space.l—The fallacy of what is
called time is easily seen on looking at it from a purely metaphysical
standpoint. In Mind everything is available; in heaven you only have to
think of anything to have it. There is no limit of time in eternity. All the
vistas of the past and present are spread out to the mental vision at the
moment they are thought of. No gulf of time separates the thinker from his
thoughts, hence no time limit enters into the purely mental realm, and
there is no other.

The only gulf of any description that ever separates mankind from good,
is the gulf of vacuity or ignorance of an ever-present God expressed in
infinite and perfect spiritual ideas filling all space, and always available to
man.

We have now learnt that the so-called material accompaniments of any
experience have no more reality than the sense entertained of them, and
have also proved the practical effect produced on so-called material pheno-
mena by thought corrected in accordance with the ideal standard. We can
therefore face intelligently a so-called past event with the same assurance
that we can face a present difficulty, knowing that both are merely false
impressions. Each must be reduced to the common denominator, absolute
good, which is the requirement of God in accordance with Scripture, and
therefore in accordance with Principle. We in this state of consciousness
can now prove by demonstration that ““That which hath been is now; and
that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is
past” (Eccles. 3:15).

“The past and the time to be are one,
And both are now” (Whittier).

It is of great value to recognise this power and to see that there is no
loss of time between the moment when a patient turns to God, in the form
of writing to a practitioner for help, and the time the consequent prayer,
or treatment, is humanly said to commence. This knowledge is invaluable
in many different ways.

When, for instance, you have been in conversation with anyone and
have forgotten to work for the mutual benefit—by realising heaven as
you speak, knowing that in the perfect world man speaks truth and man
knows Truth, as the only action is that of God, Truth—you can make up
for this by work done afterwards. You must not forget, however, that a
golden opportunity has been lost, as you might have prayed at the time
and afterwards as well, and so more completely cleared away wrong
thoughts. Space 2 is merely an apparent limitation in human consciousness
which fails to recognise the unity of the one Mind and its one conscious-
ness, the Christ. “The subjective states of evil, called mortal mind or
matter, are negatives destitute of time and space; for there is none beside
God or Spirit and the idea of Spirit” (No and Yes, p. 16, Mary Baker Eddy).

1 “Every great advance in the sciences consists of a vast generalisation revealing
deep and subtle analogies’’ (Jevons).

2 “The notion of space is as little clear as that of time. Leibnitz defined it as the
order of co-existence of phenomena, time being the order of their succession.
Space and time are perhaps two forms of the same thing’’ (The Evolution of Forces,
Dr. Le Bon).

25
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45
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The Ethereal Chart.—To use as an ethereal diagram or chart this
theoretical aspect of thought, which is the only logical deduction from the
facts accepted as such by the natural scientists of to-day, assists in indicat-
ing to human consciousness a sense of the indispensable footsteps, whereby

5 to free itself of itself. These footsteps are the denial of any power or even .
reality in evil, and the affirmation of eternal truth.

Let it be clearly understood that this explanation of the basic workings
of so-called matter is not a presentation of facts, but their expression in
physical terms, symbolic of the apparent internal workings of matter, just

10 as an algebraical formula is used by a mathematician to indicate a law and
shorten a so-called mental process.

Were the internal workings of so-called matter as harmless as the
algebraical formula, it would be of little importance; but the acceptance
of the conditions of matter with all its attendant phenomena, false as

15 they are, and the individual and universal assent thereto, maintains and
ensures its temporal manifestation, and allows of all the discordant con-
ditions under which mankind is suffering. When a man grasps this, he will
hasten not only to deny the existence of matter, and all material theories,
but he will probe matter to its depths, uncover the false theory upon which

20 it is built, and find that its very foundations are utterly false, only so-called
thoughts or lines of force—mere verbal expressions—which all admit can
instantly fade away into the land of forgotten dreams. Thus will all fear
of it be lost for ever. This wholly fearless, because intelligent, attitude is
essential to gain dominion over evil.

25 THE NON-REALITY OF MATTER

“ When Bishop Berkeley said there was no matter and proved it, it was
no matter what he meant’ (Byron).

Up to recent years the indestructibility of matter was regarded as a
dogma, to cast a doubt on which would have been regarded as rank

30 heresy, while to advance the suspicion that there is, perhaps, no such thing
as matter, but that all phenomena are merely due to force, as is accepted
by the scientific world to-day, would have made the audacious innovator
forfeit any right to be taken seriously. Now the throne of “force” or
“energy” is being overturned. They “have returned to the nothingness of

35 things” (Dr Le Bon). '

“To-day it is true, in all its fulness and strength, that the greatest
and profoundest students of Psychology, and of the kindred sciences,
most of these sciences new, and all of them reconstructed by fuller know-
ledge, are agreed, with practical unanimity, that the old past theories, or

4o rather hypotheses of materialism, of nihilism, of empiricism, have been
proven untenable and altogether worthless, and that the so-called physical
sciences have never been at all capable of taking sides in the controversy
which is now about ended ! (J. W. Heysinger, M.D.).

Scientific Views.—“1t is only within the last thirty or forty years that
45 there has gradually dawned upon the minds of scientific men the conviction

* Spirit and Matter before the Bar of Modern Science.
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that there is something besides matter or stuff in the physical universe, some-=
thing which has at least as much claim as matter to recognition as an
objective reality, though, of course, far less directly obvious to our senses as such,
and therefore much later in being detected” (Professors Stewart and Tait).

A remarkable change in views has taken place lately. In 19oo Dr. 3
Heydweiler, a German, undertook to satisfy himself, by experimenting,
as to whether two ounces of different elements uniting chemically really
always give two ounces of compound; an undertaking which to most of his
contemporaries appeared just as necessary as to prove that water really
becomes ice at the freezing point. Heydweiler found that the result of two 10
weighings never agreed, and the differences were larger than could be
accounted for by unavoidable variations of the balances, etc. The experi-
ments lasted for a long time and were repeated with the same results, and
the final conclusion to which he, and those working with him, came, was
that there is an actual loss of matter in every chemical change. This, when 15
carried to its logical conclusion, means that matter is not a reality. If it is
possible to make a certain weight of oxide of iron or other chemical dis-
appear to the senses—as even the most elaborate balances are only aids
to our senses—it cannot be held to be any longer impossible to make any
other substance disappear, and given sufficient number of changes, the 20
whole of matter must cease its apparent existence.

At the time it seemed quite impossible that these results could be correct,
but they have been since confirmed by the experiments of Dr. Le Bon.!

It is only comparatively recently that scientific men have recognised
that matter is electricity or force, and it was only in the year 1goz that 25
Professor Osborne Reynolds, F.R.s., LL.D., M.I.C.E., Professor of Engineer-
ing at Owen’s College, Manchester, one of the ablest mathematicians of the
day, gave the world the result of twenty years’ hard work, showing in the
“Rede Lecture” 2 that he had proved mathematically that matter was
a non-reality. I have never heard even a suggestion that he has made a 30
mistake in his mathematical proof. Having theoretically proved the non-
reality of matter, he postulated an impossible ether in his endeavour to
prove what really existed, not recognising that the only reality was God,
as perfect Mind and its manifestation. He says: “Matter represents the
absence of mass,” and again : ““ Matter is measured by the absence of mass.” 35
Professor Rouse Ball writes of this as matter being “a deficiency of the
ether.”

“Transcendentalism has been defined as a hole in a sand-bank after
the sand-bank had been taken away. It is not transcendentalism, but
matter, that modern physical science finds to be a theoretical hole in a 40
theoretical medium”3 (Arthur Chamberlain). It is merely “a great heap
of nothing and nowhere to put it.”

That leading scientific worker, Dr. Gustave Le Bon, in his latest book,

1 «“Contrary to the principle laid down as the basis of chemistry by Lavoisier,
we do not recover in a chemical combination the total weight of the substances employed 45
to bring about this combination” (The Evolution of Matter, Dr. Le Bon).

2 Rede Lecture, 1902. .

3 “The Non-existence of Matter” in The Christian Science Fournal, November,
1909.
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The Evolution of Forces, which is practically a text-book of material science,
gives, in the calmest way, as if he was enunciating what ought to be known
to every student, the fundamental principles of the material world as
follows : (1) Matter, hitherto deemed indestructible, slowly vanishes by

5 the continuous dissociation of its component atoms; . . . (5) Force and
matter are two different forms of one and the same thing; (6) . . . Matter
therefore is continuously transformed into energy; . . . (8) Energy is no

more indestructible than the matter from which it emanates.

The formulas of mechanics are disappearing. Dr. Le Bon writes:

10 “ Professors who continue to teach the formulas of mechanics renounce
more and more their beliefs in them. This fictitious universe, reduced
to points to which forces are applied, seems to them very chimerical.
There is not a single one of the principles of rational mechanics which is
applicable to realities,” recently wrote to me one of the scholars who have

15 most deeply sounded the problems of mechanics, the eminent Professor
Dwelshauwers Dery.

“ Quite recently M. Sabatier, Dean of the Faculty of Sciences at Mont-
pelier, propounded in an interesting inaugural lecture with the title, ‘Is
the Material Universe Eternal?’ the question whether it was quite certain

20 that there was not a real and progressive loss of energy in the world, and
more recently still, in a memoir on the degradation of energy, one of our
most far-seeing physicists, M. Bernard Brunhes, expressed himself as
follows : ‘What is our warrant for the statement that the universe is a
limited system? If it be not so, what signify these expressions: the total

25 energy of the universe, or, the utilisable energy of the universe? To say
that the total energy is preserved, but that the utilisable energy diminishes,
is this not formulating meaningless propositions?’”

In answer to a letter in which Dr. Le Bon set forth his ideas on this
point, the same physicist wrote to him: “The ‘nothing is lost’ should

30 be deleted from the exposition of the laws of physics, for the science of
to-day teaches us that something is Jost. It is certainly in the direction of
the leakage, of the wearing away of the worlds, and not in the direction
of their greater stability, that the science of to-morrow will modify the
reigning ideas.”

35 Besides those already mentioned, many deep thinkers are trying
hard to fit in the old false ideas with the new ones now coming to light.
Sir Ray Lankester—and he is quoted by Geddes and Thomson—in
Evolution of Sex, says: “The bodies of the higher animals which die,
may from this point of view be regarded as something temporary and

40 non-essential, destined merely to carry for a time, to nurse, and to nourish

* This book is one of the International Scientific Series. The translation is edited
by Mr. F. Legge, of the Royal Institution of Great Britain, and in it appear many
paragraphs which show the radical change that has recently taken place in the
scientific world. Dr. Le Bon is a member of the Royal Academy of Belgium, and a

45 very advanced worker, one of the ablest of modern scientific men. M. G. Bohn,
in Revue des Idées, January 16, 1906, writes : “ The beginning of Dr. Le Bon’s work
produces in the reader a deep impression; one feels in it the breath of a thought of
genius. . . ..-Dr. Le Bon has been compared to Darwin. If one were bound to
make a comparison, I would rather compare him to Lamarck. Lamarck was the

50 first to have a clear idea of the evolution of living beings.”
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the more important and deathless fission-products of the unicellular egg.”
In The Nature of Man, Metchnikoff says : ““Scientific proof exists, there-
fore, that our bodies contain immortal elements.”” The reverse of this
is true; man, however, is immortal.

The astronomer, Professor Larkin, has said: “Science now impera- s
tively demands a Conscious Power within protoplasm—the only living
substance, and Science knows that this power is mental.” It is not, how-
ever, the apparent power of the human mind, but the power of Mind.
Everything is in Mind. Mind is not iz anything.

Lately, scientific men have recognised that matter is only something 10
falsely conceived of by the human consciousness. Professor Ostwald, of
Leipzig University, one of the leading men of the day, says: “ Matter is
only a thing imagined, which we have constructed for ourselves very
imperfectly to represent the constant element in the changing series of
phenomena.” Huxley writes: “ After all, what do we know of this terrible 15
matter, except as a name for the unknown hypothetical cause of states of
our own consciousness.”

“The charge of materialism could only be brought against such a man
by those abject materialists who have never had a glimpse of the pro-
founder fact that the universe, as known to us, consists wholly of mind, 2o
and that matter is a doubtful and uncertain inference of the human
intelligence” (Grant Allen).

Sir William Crookes, speaking before the British Association in 1879,
said : “We have actually touched the borderland where matter and force
seem to merge into one another—the shadowy realm between the known 25
and unknown . . . here, it seems to me, lie ultimate realities, subtle,
far-reaching, wonderful.”

The following short list of the more plausible hypotheses accounting
for the properties of matter, together with the remarks thereon of W. W.
Rouse Ball, may be of interest. 30

Descartes’ Continuous Matter: ““There seems to be no way of recon-
ciling such a structure of matter either with the facts of chemical changes
or with the results of spectrum analysis.”

Popular Atomic Theory: “The difficulties to which it leads appear to
be insuperable.” 35
Boscovitch’s Hypothesis : “It has been described, perhaps not unjustly,

as a mere mathematical fiction.”

Elastic Solid Ether: “In spite of the difficulties to which this hypothesis
necessarily leads, and of its inherent improbability, it has been discussed.”

Vortex Ring and Vortex Atom Hypotheses: 1 “ The above theories are 40
now regarded as untenable.”

Ether-Squirts Hypothesis “Rests on the assumption of the existence
of a world beyond our senses.”

The Electron Hypothesis: “Seems very artificial.”

1 As a column of water rotating at a sufficient speed would oppose a blow with 45
a bar of iron as if it were a column of steel, so a vortex whirl of minute particles
would give every appearance to the senses of solid matter. The speed of radio-
active particles is supposed to be 100,000 times that of a bullet when leaving the
muzzle of a rifle.



84 SECTION TWO

The Bubble Hypothesis : This is the theory put forward by Professor
Osborne Reynolds, and whilst it is not correct it is founded on what he
had proved, namely, the non-reality of matter. Consequently we find
Professor Rouse Ball writing of it as follows: “This theory is in itself

5 more plausible than the Electron Hypothesis, but its consequences have
not yet been fully worked out.”

Philosophic Views.—“There are more things in heaven and earth . . .
than are dreamt of in your philosophy” (Shakespeare).
For ages philosophers have recognised that the material world is not
10 all that we have thought it to be. Even a few quotations will show how
gleams of scientific truth came to them, though none grasped its practical
side, and how to apply it to human experience so as to replace discord with
harmony. Aristotle, for instance, whose teachings have been followed by
the civilised world for centuries, not only said that matter was negative,
15 but stated that the source of all motion only moves as an object of love.
“It is pure mind with no object but itself: it is thought, with thought as
its object—pure self-consciousness with nothing beyond. It is God.” 1
Hume correctly threw doubt upon all the so-called sciences.
Herbert Spencer says that what is real is permanent, what is not real
20 is not permanent. Paul popularly defined the position over 1,800 years
ago in the words: “For the things which are seen are temporal; but the
things which are not seen are eternal” (II Cor. 4:18).
The great Immanuel Kant, admittedly a giant amongst philosophers,
at the end of the eighteenth century wrote to the effect that against other
25 criticisms of the doctrine of immortality one may adduce the transcendental
hypotheses; all life is essentially only intellectual, and not subject to time-
changes, neither beginning with birth nor ending with death. He also
said that this world’s life is only an appearance, a sensuous image of the
pure spiritual life, and the whole world of sense only a picture swimming
30 before our present knowing faculty like a dream, and having no reality in
itself. For, he says, if we should see things and ourselves as they are, we
should see ourselves in a world of spiritual natures with which our entire
real relation neither begins at birth nor ends with the body’s death.
John Fiske also, the well-known historian, Professor of Philosophy at
35 Harvard and St. Louis, who in his earlier days was an agnostic, but
whose last work was written to prove that science led irresistibly to the
doctrine of immortality, wrote: “The untrained thinker who believes
that the group of phenomena constituting the table on which he is writing
has an objective existence, independent of consciousness, will probably
40 find no difficulty in accepting this sort of materialism. If he is devoted to
the study of nervous physiology, he will be very likely to adopt some such
crude notion, and to proclaim it as zealously as if it were important truth,
calculated to promote, in many ways, the welfare of mankind. The science