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TH ERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TROTH.
frtiutil 1/ (It ill# .VitJmr.i juhtt nf Pm#irw. ■

OLD D I A R Y  L E A V E S .
Sir.'oNn O riental S eries, C hapter V.

A M O D  A K had dinppN red, and left no trace behind him as a clue
,__ to show me whither he had pme or when he would return, if ever.
I hnsti Iv went through the four communicating rooms, but they were 
empty ; my other companions having gone to the river for a bath.

Damodar had left the bungalow, alone, at day-break, but left no mes­
sage Not knowing exactly what to make of it, I returned to my room, 
and found lying on the table a note from a Master, bidding me not to 
worry about the lad a* he was under his protection, but giving me no 
hint as to his return. It had taken but a minute or so to make the 
circuit of the four intercommunicating open-doored rooms, and I had 
heard no messenger's footstep on the gravelly compound; a person could 
hardly have entered my room between my leaving and re-entering it. 
yet here eras the mysterious letter, in the “  K H ." writing and familiar 
Chinese envelope, lying on my table.

M t first instinct was to take Damodar*s luggage— his trunk and 
bedding— and pack it away under my own coi. I then dispatched a 
telegram to H . P. R , telling her of his disappearance and of my haring 
no idea as to his return. W hen the bothers got back from the river, 
they were naturally as excited aa myself over the incident, and we 
wasted much time in speculations and surmises aa to its possible sequel.

1 went twice to the Palace that day and found myself increasingly 
welcome to HU Highness. He showed me every courtesy, discussed the 
Vedanta philosophy with evidently deep interest, and gave me a press­
ing invitation to accompany hun the next tune he should go to his 
Kashm irian capital. Srinagar. Jast as evening was closing in. and 1 
was sitting alone, writing, in our bungalow, the others haring gone for 
n ride on horseback, I heard a step on the gravel outside and, looking 
around, saw a tall Kashmiri-costamed telegraph peon i messengeri bring-
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ing me a message. On opening it, I  found it to be from H. P. B., in 
answer to mine. She said that a Master had told her that Damodar 
would return, and that I must not let his luggage, especially his bedding, 
be touched by any third party. That was strange, was it not, that she, 
at Madras, i-e., some 2,000 miles away, should tell me to do the very 
thing it had been my first impulse to do on finding out the lad’s depar­
ture ? Was it long-distance telepathy, or what ? There was some­
thing stranger yet to come. To open and read the dispatch had not 
taken me a minute ; the peon had not had more than time enough 
to get across the verandah into the compound when, like a flash, 
it came to me that the form of the peon was not real but a maya and 
that he belonged to the Brotherhood : I  knew it, I  could swear to it, 
because of a certain psychic disturbance caused in me by the approach 
of one of those personages ; in fact, I could presently identify the pecu­
liar vibration set up by the mesmeric current of my own Teacher, who 
was also H. P. B.’s Teacher. I ran to the door and looked across the 
bare compound, in which were no trees or bnshes to serve as hiding- 
places, but nothing was in sight : the peon had disappeared as if into 
the ground.

1 have been asked, when telling this stoiy, how the transfer of the 
dispatch from the keeping of the real peon to the simulated one, 
and the return of my signed receipt to the telegraph office, could 
be accounted for unless the messenger had been a consenting party. 
The thing is very simple, provided the reality of hypnotic power be 
conceded. The perfected hypnotism o f the Orient I mean ; not the rudi­
mentary stage of it to which the schools of Nancy and La Salpétrière 
have hitherto attained : the secret of maya in short. The adept meets 
the peon ; by will-power preveuts his seeing him ; causes him to become 
unconscious ; leads him to any convenient place of hiding ; leaves him 
there asleep ; puts the illusive appearance of the man over his own 
features and person ; brings me the telegram, takes my receipt, salutes 
and retires ; the next moment, the nervous thrill caused in me by his 
sympathetic magnetism, reacting in himself, warns him that I am on 
the alert and will naturally come to the door, so he inhibits my sight 
to prevent my seeing him, returns to the sleeping peon, puts the receipt 
in his hand, wills that he shall recollect, as if  it had happened to him* 
self, the brief episode of our meeting, awakens him, inhibits his sight, 
and sends him back to the telegraph office. A  very simple sequence of 
events, easily comprehensible for every advanced mesmerist.

It was on the 25th November, at daylight, that Damodar left us : 
he returned in the evening of the 27th— after an absence of some 60 
hours, but how changed ! He left, a delicate-framed, pale student­
like young man, frail, timid deferential ; he returned with his olive face 
bronzed several shades darker, seemingly robust, tough and wiry, 
bold and energetic in manner: we could scarcely realise that he was 
the same person. He had been at the Master’s retreat (ashrum)f 
undergoing certain training. He brought me a message from another
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Master, well known to me and, to prove its genuineness, whispered in my 
ear a certain agreed password by which Lodge messages were authenti­
cated to me, and which is still valid: a fact which certain transat­
lantic persons might profitably take note of.

At the Maharajah’s request I had been giving him some mes­
meric passes every day, which seemed to do him good, or, at least, he said 
they did. He now began to deplore my necessary departure, and begged 
me to select somebody at his Court to whom 1 should be willing to give 
him over for future treatment. Upon this, I looked about me more close­
ly than I had been doing, and found that there were three distinct parties 
or cliques, each trying to gain a paramount influence over the sovereign, 
and each as selfish and, it almost seemed to me, unscrupulous as the 
other. For the first time in my life, I got a clear view of the rotten 
moral atmosphere of an Indian Prince’s Court. So I told His Highness 
—for it was my blunt candour that, I fancy, had given him the good 
opinion of me that the Chief Justice had described in Brown’s hearing.
I  told him frankly that the only person whom I would recommend as 
his psychopath was his youngest son, Prince Amar Singh; who was then 
a handsome, honest-looking youth. His Highness approving my choice,
I showed the young Prince how to treat his father, and gave him the 
famous silver tube with which I had worked so many cures of eye and 
ear affections daring the course of that memorable year. But, as I 
afterwards learnt, no good came of it, for the son stood in such awe of 
the parent that he was quite unable to feel, much less show, that firm, 
commanding appearance of face, gesture and voice which is indispen­
sable for the psycopath to have when treating a patient. Y e t i  would 
not have risked my royal patient’s coming under the influence of either 
one of those scheming courtiers who would certainly have used the in­
timacy for their selfish purposes. The Maharajah died a few years later, 
and was succeeded by his eldest son, who was away at Srinagar at the 
time of my visit to Jaroma, and whom, therefore, I did not meet. The 
latter was for sometime suspended by the Government of India, a Coun­
cil of Regency was formed, and young Prince Amar Singh was appoint­
ed its President. Major Gen. Ram Singh, the second son, has brought 
the Kashmir army to such a state of proficiency that it rendered the 
most valuable services to the British Commander-in-Chief, as before 
stated, in recent border campaigns.

The day fixed for my departure having come, the Maharajah, find­
ing me obdurate about prolonging my visit, consented to receive me in 
audience of leave. So I went to the Palace for the last time, 1 and my 
suite riding on elephants, and causing every person, whether mounted 
or afoot, whom we met in the cramped lan s of Jammu, to scuttle 
ont of our way into the nearest shops, courts or blind alleys. We 
found His Highness, with his Prime Minister (Dewan), Treasurer 
and Other officials, seated cross-legged on the floor, with a number 
of piles of woollen stuffs placed before him in a row : ■ one pile
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much bigger than the rest. Through the able interpreter, Pandit 
Gopinath, he and I fell into conversation about my departure and 
I  hoped-for return, after which, on a signal from the Maharajah, a 
high official pushed the big pile over towards me with the request that 
I should accept the articles as His Highness’ K lii l la t  (complimentary 
present). At the same time the Treasurer laid before me two heavy 
bags of coin. To each member of my suite was given one of the 
smaller piles of woollens. According to custom, I touched the presents, 
made a respectful salutation, by joining my palms and holding them 
edgewise to my forehead, which the Maharajah returned ; we then rose 
and, saluting the officials in turn, left the audience-chamber, having 
seen the noble face of our host for the last time. No other Indian 
Prince whom I have met has left so pleasant impression on my memory. 
I speak only as to my personal intercourse with h im ; what sort of 
view the Government of India may have taken o f him as their political 
ally, I cannot say, but so far as his treatment of me is concerned no one 
could have shown himself a more perfect gentleman, a more generous, 
self-respecting Prince, or a more thoughtful host. I must not fail, 
moreover, to express the obligations under which Pandit Gopinath, 
F.T.S., of Lahore, laid the Society and myself, personally, by his unpaid 
and invaluable services during this visit and my whole tour in the 
Punjab of 1883.

When my KMUdt was examined at the bungalow, it was found 
to comprise a silk-lined, richly-embroidued choga (outside coat); a 
splendid Kashmir shawl, I  worked to the centre”  ; fine, soft woollen 
tissue for a turban; a green neck or waist scarf, with embroidered ends; 
and three pieces of pashmzna, or soft cloth made o f goat’s hair, for a 
suit of clothes in the Punjabi fashion. The huge bags of coin contained, 
each, a thousand rupees; thus m a k in g  the whole s ift in money to me (or, 
rather, to the Society, since I  receipted for it officially I Rs. 2,500. The 
Treasurer’s Report to that year’s T. S. Convention shows that, o f this 
sum, f  gave Rs. 1,500 towards the purchase o f the Adyar property, and 
the remaining Rs. 1,000 to the Current Expense Account. The choga and 
shawl I  gave to H. P. B., the turban and three other pieces of fine 
cloth to other friends, and the little green scarf I kept for myself to 
protect my throat when on tour. But the moths ate it up before long, 
and so 1 kept nothing of the Jammu presents save the memory of the 
kindness of their donor. The presents o f cloths to my suite were simi­
lar to my own bnt fewer in number and o f  rather inferior quality. 
At l p. i . ,  we left on our elephants for the other side o f the river, 
and after a delay of four hours at Sialkot, reached Wazirabad and 
passed tbe night there. In the morning Damodar left us for Madras 
and we went on to Kapurthala via Lahore and Kirtarpur.

Our reception at Kapurthala by the aged ex-Dewan Ramjas, the 
reigning one, his son Mathura Das, Mr. Harichand, Political Assistant, 
and other important officials was most cordial and gratifying. The now
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so well-known Maharajah was then a child and the State administered 
for him by specially chosen officials, whether British or not, I do not 
remember. I  found the mental atmosphere much better than that at 
Jammu, where the sovereign seemed to me the only one who really cared 
much for philosophical discussions. Moreover, there was not the same 
heavy atmosphere of selfish intrigue; one could breathe freer. I have 
noted the fact in my Diary, so it must have been very palpable. While 
at this station I was the guest of Dewan Mkthura Das, and on the third 
day lectured there on “  The Nature o f Religion,” Pandit Gopinath 
acting as interpreter in his usual fluent fashion. The fourth and fifth 
days were devoted to the admission of candidates for membership, among 
them all the chief officials, and the organisation of the Kapurthala T. S. 
M y visit finished, 1 left for Jaipur and reached that unique city the 
next evening. W e were accommodated at the Traveller’s Bungalow, the 
best in India, so far as my observations go.

Our local colleagues took me the next morning to call on Atmaram 
Swami, a well-known and respected ascetic, who had been telling them 
long before my arrival that he was personally acquainted with our 
Masters and that, eight years before, in Tibet, one of them known as 
Jivan Singh, Chohan, had told him that he need not be discouraged 
about the religions state of India, for they had arranged that two 
Europeans, a man and a woman, should soon come and revive the 
Eastern religions. This date corresponds with that of the formation of 
our Society, at New York, and the intelligence was most important to 
me. I found the Yogi a man of dignified presence, with a calm( 
thoughtful countenance, quite a different sort of person from the ordi­
nary ascetic now so common in and profitless to India. His greeting to 
me was charmingly affable and he expressed the greatest desire that our 
members should be encouraged to practice Yoga. I told him that I 
dare not do that, wholesale, for, unless the candidates had the 
right temperament, and above all, the watchful surveillance of 
competent teachers, they ran the risk o f being seriously harmed by 
psychical experiments. He agreed with me in this respect but said 
that everything had been foreseen and the right thing would be 
brought about in gpod time. This has, in fact, proved true, and 
the marvellous things that have happened with Mrs. Besant, Mr. 
Lead beater and others who were not then even members of the Society, 
fu lly corroborate the prognostics made to me in 1883, at Jaipur, by 
Atmaram Swami.

The same day I had to perform the unpleasant duty o f degrading 
from office and expelling from the Society, the Viee-Rresident of onr 
local Branch, for trying to use his position to get personal favours from 
an influential Anglo-Indian official and from Mr- Sinnett, both mem­
bers- This degradation of our Society is an offence so heinous that I 
should certainly expel any one found guilty of it. So long as I lire, 
at least, the honour of the Society shall be protected against such
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ignoble self-seekers. This business disposed of, I lectured alfresco in 
the great courtyard of the Maharajah’s College to a large assemblage, 
and at 6 p. m., we left for Baroda, on our homeward journey. After 
a dusty ride of thirty hours in the train, we reached the Guik- 
war’s capital, and were met at the station by Judge Gadgil and 
other valued friends, who took ns to our destined quarters, and 
kept me chatting until 3 a. m. ! Thenext day, mu* former evil-wisher 
having been succeeded by another British resident, I paid him my Ins­
pects and in the evening lectured on the “  Proofs of a Future Life 
a meeting of the local Branch with fresh admissions of candidates for 
membership closed the proceedings of the day.

By the Guikwar’s special invitation I visited him at his magnificent 
Palace the next day, and had a long talk about several of our philan­
thropic schemes, among others, the promotion of Sanskrit education and 
literature, in which he'took and still takes much interest. His Palace, 
as thousands of visitors can testify, is one of the finest in all India and 
will long be a grand monument of his largeness of views as to the 
dignity of the sovereign of a great Indian State.

From Baroda we went the long journey to Gooty, in the Madras 
Presidency, halting a few hours between two trains at Bombay. From 
Gooty we pushed on in bullock carts to Kumool, a distance of sixty 
miles. A warm welcome made us forget the fatigues of the journey;
I received and replied to Sanskrit and English addresses ; organized a 
local Branch; the next morning at 8 o’clock, lectured, and at 4 P.M., 
started back to Gooty which we reached after riding all night. I com­
pleted the formation of our ever active and honourably distinguished 
Gooty T. S., and at 5-30 p.m ., took train again for Madras, where we 
arrived on the morning of December 15tb, thus completing the 7,000 mile 
tour on time and without accident. W hat impression the return made 
on my mind may be guessed from the following line in my Diary:
| Home never seemed so delightful, nor my old Chum so dear.”  These 
home-eomings are an ever recurrent delight, and no place in either of 
the distant lands I visit seems half so sweet and restful as Adyar.

The approaching Annual Convention now demanded all my atten­
tion, and from that onward to the 27th my every hour was taken up 
with the reception and accommodation of Delegates, the erection of 
temporary buildings, the preparation, of the annual financial and other 
reports and the arrangement of the agenda. Dr. Franz Hartmann, a 
recent acquisition to our membership, turned up on the 17th December 
as Special Delegate from the old New York Nucleus, the Rochester and 
Si. Louis Branches. Since he has conveniently forgotten the faction  
seceding with the disloyal American party, I may say that neither Mr. 
Judge, who wrote his credentials, nor he who presented them and as 
Delegate addressed the Convention, nor H. P. B. nor I, had any other 
idea than that the official, vital1 and only centre of the T. S. 
wae at Adyar, and that what was left at New York Was- a few crumbs
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of the loaf. However, this has been all explained and backed with his­
torical proofs,* so it is useless to dwell upon the subject any longer.

There is an entry in my Diary that rather instructively marks 
the different uses that a little money can be put to for the making of 
Karma. On the 18th December the Indian public of Madras gave a 
farewell, banquet and reception to a high European official on his retire­
ment on pension, on which they spent Rs. 15,000 : a few days later 
we collected a lesser sum to pay for the Adyar Headquarters property.
The first event went off with a splutter and glare like a firework •, the 
money wasted, the subscribers forgotten by the beneficiary of the 
show : the other gave a permanent home to our Society, a. noble hous­
ing, a refuge for its Founders in old age, probably a nucleus for the 
world-benefiting T. S. Oriental Institute that Mrs. Besant, the Countess 
Wachtmeister and I have planned out. In fact, when one looks back 
through the whole career of the Society, one may well be amazed that 
such a comparatively trifling sum in the aggregate has been spent in 
pushing its work to the five quarters of the world.

When the Convention opened, the house and out-buildings were 
crammed with Delegates, and a real enthusiasm marked the whole 
series of meetings : our position in India seemed impregnable, not a 
cloud floated in our sky. Daily phenomena occurred in the “  shrine;” 
six and even seven persons got notes, in English and Indian verna­
culars simultaneously, answering questions put by them just before. 
On the morning of the *28th, out on the lawn, before the openings of 
Convention, I told H. P. B. how sorry I was that the other Madras 
members had allowed Judge Sreenevas Row to spend so large a sum 
as Rs. 500 out of his own pocket towards the cost of the Convention, 
as I was sure he could not afford to be so generous. She reflected a mo­
ment and then called Damodar to her from a group with whom he was 
talking a little way off. “  Go,” she said, “  to the shrine and bring me a 
packet you will find there.”  He went and within less than five minutes, 
came hurrying back with a closed letter in his hand addressed on the 
cover to “  P. Sreenevas Row.” The Judge being called to us was given 
the packet and bidden to open it. He did so, and the expression of 
amazement on his face was indescribable when he drew forth a very, kind 
and affectionate letter to himself from Master K. H., thanking him for 
his zealous services and giving him the notes enclosed as a help towards 
the Convention’s expenses. The enclosure was in Government Promis­
sory Notes to the aggregate value of Rs. 500, and on the back of each 
were written the initials “ K. H.,” in blue pencil. I have given the 
facts exactly as they occurred, and one of the notes—for Rs. 10—1 have 
kept as a souvenir, by the Judge’s kind permission. The points to keep 
in mind are: that I myself had heard but a moment before repeating it 
to H. P. B., about the Judge’s unstinted generosity ; that Damodar had

* See Annual Address of the President T. S. to the 21st Annual Convention, 
at Adyar, December 1897.
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gone to the shrine and returned with the money within the next five 
minutes; that each note bore the familiar “  K. H.”  initials; neither 
H. P. B. nor Damodar had then between them one hundred, let alone five 
hundred rupees, and that the gift was at once reported to all the Dele­
gates clustered over the lawn. That it was not “  fairy gold”  is evident 
from the fact of my having one of the very notes now at Adyar, after the 
lapse of nearly fourteen years-

It was at that year’s Convention that the subscription was collected 
to create the Subbarow Medal Fund, for the fitting recognition by the 
Society of important contributions to Tbeosophical literature. The 
recipients thus far have been Judge Sreenevas Row, H. P. B., Mrs, 
Besant, G. R. S. Mead, and A. P. Sinnett, The capital is so small that 
I cannot award the medal out of the interest paid by Government on 
the deposit, every year. I should be glad to have another £100 to add 
to it. An interesting, though not very important feature of the meeting 
was my giving the Five Precepts of the Buddhist religion to Dr. Franz 
Hartmann, in the presence of H. P. B., four Buddhist Delegates from 
Ceylon, Damodar, “  Bawajee” , Tookaram Tatya and Balai Chand Mullik, 
of Calcutta. By Dr. Hartmann’s reqnest I procured by telegraph the 
High Priest Sumangala’s authority to act for him in the matter.

By the last day of December, the greater part o f the Delegates had 
left for their homes and only an house-party remained. Thus closed one 
of the busiest, most encouragingand successful years in our Society's his­
tory. To get through my share of the work, I had travelled 16,500 
miles in India and Ceylon. The future sparkled with bright promise; 
bn* the lower gods were envious, and were already forging the thun­
derbolt that Mara meant to hurl at us within the next few months; to 
how little profit, my narrative will show in the process of its unfolding.

H . S. Ot/COTT.

THE WORK OF THE THEOSUPHICAL SOCIETY *

OUR revered teacher, H. P. Blavatsky, laid down very clearly and 
firmly the lines along which the Tbeosophical Society was intend­

ed to work, by Those who use it as one of Their channels of spiritual 
help to man. The master known under the initials K. H., wrote : “ You 
can do immense good by helping to give the Western nations a secure 
basis upon which to reconstruct their crumbling faith. And what they 
need is the evidence that Asiatic psychology alone supplies. Give this, 
and you will confer happiness of mind on thousands. * * This is the
moment to guide the recurrent impulse which must soon come, and 
which will push the age toward extreme atheism, or drag it back to 
extreme sacerdotalism, if it is not led to the primitive soul-satisfying 
philosophy of the Aryans. * * You and your colleagues may help

* Mercury will please accept our thanks for kindly furnishing us a proof of this 
important article.
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to famish the materials for a needed universal religious philosophy ; 
one ini pregnable to scientific assault, because itself the finality of 
absolute science ; and a religion that is indeed worthy of the name, 
since it includes the relations of man physical to man psychical, and 
of the two to all that is above and below them. * * Its (the 
Society’s) chief aim is to extirpate current superstitions and scepticism, 
and from long-seated ancient fountains to draw the proof that man 
may shape his own future destiny, and know for a certainty that he 
can live hereafter.”

To give a firm foundation to crumbling religions, to destroy super­
stition on one side and unbelief on the other, such was the duty laid on 
the Theosophical Society by Those who sent H. P. Blavatsky as Their 
messenger to the modern world. Its proclamation of Brotherhood was 
based upon the fact that all men share in one spiritual nature and shall 
finally reach one spiritual goal ; and its appeal to men of all faiths to 
unite on one platform of mutual res pec- and tolerance was substantia­
ted by the proofs that all religions sprang from a common source. 
This idea that the evils of the world sprang from ignorance, whether 
that ignorance took the form of superstition or of unbelief, gave to the 
methods of the Society the distinguishing mark that they aimed at 
extirpating ignorance rather than at destroying one by one, as they 
appeared, the innumerable evils which grow on the surface of modem 
society. Instead of chopping off the heads of weeds, leaving the roots 
to send np perpetually new offshoots, Theosophy extirpates the roots 
themselves and thus prevents the growth of a new crop. Leaving to 
others who do not share in their knowledge of causes the perennial war­
fare against effects, the Theosophical worker concerns himself chiefiy 
with eradicating the causes themselves. He teaches that all evil actions 
arise from evil thinkings, that each life is linked by an inviolable law 
to the lives that precede and that follow it, that by understanding the 
principles underlying all phenomena character may be builded, destiny 
may be controlled, while present troubles, traced to their sources, may 
be faced with intelligence and fortitude, and may be used to subserve 
the purposes of the Sonl.

This method differentiates the Theosophies,l worker from those 
who are devoted solely to the relief of the physical woes of man ; both 
are actuated by a recognition of human brotherhood and are fellow- 
workers for humanity, and both are needed as helpers of humanity at 
the present time. Philanthropy, as it feeds the hungry, clothes the 
naked, shelters the homeless, is doing useful and noble work in meeting 
the effects of past causes ; Theosophy, as it enlightens the minds of the 
thonghtful by unveiling to them the hidden causes of sorrow, as it 
preaches to all, the simple and sublime doctrines of brotherhood, rebirth 
and causation, is doing the harder and more thankless work of remov­
ing the causes of hunger and distress, thus stopping the spring whence 
rushes the stream of evils that afflict society.

2
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Individual Tbeosophists, however, who have not yet sufficiently 
mastered the principles of their profound philosophy to help others to 
understand them— though all must surely know more than those who 
have not studied at all— may well take part in schemes of active phy­
sical beneficence, and none is exempt from the duty of personal charity 
and ready response to every appeal for aid he is able to give. “  He who 
does not practise altruism, he who is not prepared to share his last 
morsel with a weaker or poorer than him self; he who neglects to help 
his brother man, of whatever race, nation or creed, whenever and 
wherever he meets suffering1, and who turns a deaf ear to the cry of 
human misery ; he who hears an innocent person slandered, whether a 
brother Theosophist or not, and dares not undertake his defence as he 
would undertake his own, is no Theosophist.”  Every individual Theoso­
phist should be a “  brother,”  giving brotherly help to all who come in 
his way, according to his abilities, physical, astral, mental, spiritual. 
But the work of the Theosophical Society, as a Society, is not the feed­
ing of bodies, but the feeding of souls with the bread of wisdom; it 
must carry the light of truth and knowledge which clears away the 
darkness of ignorance ; it must, like the Apostles of Christ, refuse to 
leave the teaching of the Word of God in order to serve tables.

The method of the Theosophical worker is differentiated from that 
of the exoteric religionist by his power to justify to the intellect that 
whioh is taught by religions on authority. He shows the scientific 
basis on which all moral precepts are founded, and thus supplies the 
“  categorical imperative”  which answers the question : “  W hy should I 
do this when the promptings of my nature lead me to do the opposite ?” 
He explains the constitution of man in both his higher and his lower 
natures, and gives the exact knowledge which enables man to purify 
the lower and develope the higher. Instead of merely repeating moral 
maxims, “ Be good, do good,”  he shows the steps by which each man 
may become good with certainty, and may do good with precision. 
Knowing that the masses of mankind will, for many a millennium yet to 
come, obey the authority to which their intuition responds, he teaches 
them authoritatively the doctrines of brotherhood, rebirth, and causation, 
easy to be understood I but he also brings philosophy and science to the 
aid of religion among the thoughtful and the educated, who are slipping 
into scepticism because their intellects are left unsatisfied. He knows 
that men may gain first-hand knowledge of the invisible worlds, and 
that the teachings of sages and seers may be verified to-day as much as 
of old ; that the life of the spiritual man may be as full of wisdom and 
of power now as when the Buddha trod the plains of India, or as when 
the Christ walked beside the Sea of Galilee. By thus placing within 
men’s reach the verification of spiritual facts, the proofs of spiritual 
forces, the experimental nature of the spiritual life, he does the work 
given in oharge to the Theosophical Society and shows it everywhere to 
be the friend of religion, the foe of materialism,'-Therefore Theosophists
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must be students, and must equip themselves for their glorious work by 
mastering the principles expounded in their philosophy, and by learning 
to apply them to the circumstances of individual, family, social, and 
national life. Every exoteric religion sends out young men by the 
hundred who can repeat more or less eloquently the commonplaces of 
morality, and who do a useful work among the ignorant by reiterating 
these, impressively, and enforcing them on such minds with such 
promises and threats as their religions sanction. The Theosophical 
Society must train, in its Branches, and send out into the world, 
teachers well grounded in the Divine Wisdom. The teachings which 
of old were given to the world by Kapila and Shankardcharya, by 
Pythagoras and Plato, by Valentinus and Plotinus, by Bruno and 
Paracelsus, by Boehme and H. P. Blavatsky, must not be represented 
to the world in the last years of the nineteenth century by intellectual 
incompetency and irresponsible chatter. Something more is demand­
ed of us if we venture to stand before the world as exponents of 
Theosophy.

H. P. Blavatsky herself shows us an example we may well try 
to follow. She gave herself wholly, without reserve, to the work of 
acquiring and spreading the knowledge of spiritual truths. She 
taught with indefatigable energy with pen and tongue ; she reared the 
splendid monument of The Secret Doctrine as her best gift to the world ; 
she opposed with all her strength the materialism of science and 
strove to revivify the ancient religions in the East. She would give 
her last shilling to a starving beggar if he came in her way, but took 
no part in organizing philanthropic w ork ; and while she would en­
courage any one who came to her to carry out any charitable plan he 
had at heart, she steadily drew her pupils who showed any aptitude 
for acquiring knowledge, to devote themselves with simple-minded 
energy to the study and teaching of Theosophy. She knew that the 
future depended on the success of this teaching, on the permeation of 
the modern mind with Theosophy, and she led them to give themselves 
wholly to this one work.

Those who can read the signs of the times will understand the 
vital importance to the future of Theosophy, of the direction now giveu 
to the work of the Theosophical Society. W e are treading a cycle 
similar to that trodden by Christianity in its early centuries, and thou­
sands o f the souls that then engaged in conflict are reborn at the present 
time. There was then a struggle between the educated and the ignorant; 
the comparatively few who possessed the Gnosis and strove to preserve 
it in Christianity were overwhelmed by the ill-regulated enthusiasm 
and fanaticism of the ignorant masses. The Eastern teachings were 
then thrown into Christian forms, and the learned Gnostics within 
Christianity, and the learned Neo-Platonists outside it, both endeavoured 
to keep alive the Ancient Wisdom and to hand it on, so that it m ight 
pass through the flood of social revolution and barbarian invasion, and 
sucoeed in moulding the new Western civilization which was to follow.
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The wild fanaticism of the Egyptian monks played on the unthinking 
masses of the ignorant popnlace ; ignorance was regarded as a sign of 
religion, knowledge was jeered at, decried, trampled tinder foot, learning 
and education were considered as carnal, while wild emotion was ex­
tolled as a sign of spiritual enlightenment. Nothing could be mere 
agreeable to the unlearned and the idle than to regard their own 
disadvantages and vices as a mark of heavenly greatness, and to look 
upon the learning and dignified culture which they conld not rival, as 
signs of nnillomined intellect and mere wisdom of this world. Every 
ignorant lad conld set himself np as a teacher when mere emotional 
platitudes passed as inspiration, and the repetition of moral axioms 
passed as teaching. Volleys of abuse served for arguments, and insults 
served for reasons. The better types of Christians were attracted by 
professions of brotherly love and charity and forgiveness of wrong­
doers ; the poor were allured by alms and by showy rites and ceremo­
nies. Long the battle raged, and at length victory declared itself on 
the side of ignorance and numbers ; Christianity passed into its Dark 
Ages, and the treasures of the Gnosis disappeared.

Now tbe time has come, in the slow revolution of the centuries, 
when the renewed effort of tbe great White Lodge to spread tbe 
Ancient Wisdom through all religions bodies is showing itself as 
Theosophy, and many of its old instruments are again being used for 
its promulgation. Thus far the work has prospered, despite tbe des­
perate efforts made to break it np, and tbe thoughtful classes that guide 
the intellectual progress of the world are being more largely and defi­
nitely influenced than has ever before been the case. Threats of social 
revolution loom darkly in the near future, and again the question arises 
whether the guardians of the Gnosis in the lower world are strong 
enough, numerous enough, to protect the treasure, and hand it’aeross the 
swirl of popular convulsions to monld the civilization which will spring 
from the rnins of the present. The same forces are rising against the 
spread of the Divine Wisdom, among those called “  Theosopbists,” as 
triumphed over it before among those called “ Christians”—the glorifica­
tion of ignorance, the appeals to passion, the exaltation of fanaticism as 
devotion, and of credulity as faith. Edocation is jeered at and attempts 
to reach the thonghtfal and the enltured are decried. Appeals are also 
made to the nobler emotions of human love and brotherliness, and 
u practical ” philanthropy is exalted at the expense of wisdom. Rigid 
virtue and aprightoess are considered as less valuable than blind en­
thusiasm. and calm judgment and balance are thought “ unspiritual.” 

Are tbe members of tbe Theosopbical Society strong enongh to 
withstand the torrent, clear sighted enongh to discern the right, firm 
enough to remain unshaken, and thus make the Society the ark in 
which the treasure of the Ancient Wisdom shall be preserved and 
carried over to tbe world beyond the flood ? 1 know not. But we do
know that every effort is needed and that no effort is wasted; that we 
•tend beside many an ancient comrade and are assailed by many an
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ancient antagonist; that on the results of the present struggle bangs 
the destiny of the next civilization. 44 Happy the warriors, 0 Partba, 
who obtain sneh a fight, spontaneously offered as an open dorr to 
Svarga. * * Therefore stand np, O son of Kuuti, resolute to fight.”

AusfE Bksajct.

‘ BRAHMANISM AND THE FUTURE OF BRAHMANS.'*

SELF preservation we are told is nature’s instinct. Crime becomes 
virtue in the exercise of the right of self-defence or when committed 

for the protection of others and affecting the greater good. Looking 
at the general ferment that goes on among our educated countrymen 
exciting the alarm and surprise of many, and spreading among all with 
exceeding steadiness and certainty, it becomes a very important enquiry 
for Brahmans to ascertain their own position and think of their future. 
The social fabric of the Hindus is threatened as it has never before 
been, and nothing can be more thoughtless and suicidal than a polity of 
drifting based upon a most erroneous conception of what is called fate. 
Fate is really no agent by itself. The results of all canses known and 
unknown are spoken of, for convenience, as the workings of fate. Fate 
therefore include« effort on our part and can never be an excuse for indo­
lence or irresponsibility of the individual. The term, rightly understood, 
is incapable of introducing a specific policy of action or inaction in the 
present and can only refer to the past which is beyond our control.

Before proceeding to the discussion of the future, however, it is 
desirable to take stock of the past, to find, ont the characteristic and 
distinguishing features of the religion which has held ns together and 
which has given the Brahman bis position in Hindu Society. We 
may then examine how the beliefs, the doctrines and the customs that 
we have formed and retained through ages, will serve as helps, or 
otherwise, as guides or warnings for the future.

The first thing that strikes one in the study of comparative religion 
is, that Hinduism rests its being on no individual person and acknow­
ledges no master in the sense that Buddhism, Christianity or Maho- 
medanism does.

The fact that we, unlike any other people, have, as it were, two 
religions,—one for the masses and another for the enlightened few— 
is sometimes counted for weakness. Our generous opponents readily 
pronounce it a fraud, though a pious one, that the common people 
should be taught to worship by means of images, and to observe ever 
so many forms and ceremonies, when the Hindu’s own highest truth 
proclaims all these to be nought. Doubtless, Hinduism in common 
with every other religion has had to suffer the corrupting influence of 
time and circumstance, on its religions practice; but it is difficult to 
see how the principle of treating different people in different ways,

* (An address delivered before the Brahman Club of Bombay in October 1896].
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recognised, and fallowed in practical life , can, in  regard to their reli­
gions education be labelled as fraud. A ll m en are not equal and the 
religion that prescribes work and w orship for the ignorant, and con­
templation for the learned, cannot bnt be sound to  that extent. Hin­
duism is a whole o f which work and w orship form  the first or exoteric 
part, and thought and divine knowledge the other or esoteric part. Man 
is gradually led from  nature to nature s G od, and a ll souls have to 
progress through worship and ritual tow ards wisdom  and spiritual 
communion w ith the D ivine. R eligion itse lf is the expression of our 
dependence, and until we can he self-dependent, we must rely on wor­
ship and the forms that lead to warship. T here is  no reason also why 
the particular forms of faith and w arship enjoined or approved b y  the 
ancients whose greatness and wisdom  w e feel in th e G ita  and the 
Ramayana. should he despised or set aside b y  u s, when w e do not «ee 
their efficacy nor yet their injurious effects.

Then again there is the doctrine o f Karma which finds place in 
Brahmanism and its offshoot. Buddhism, and is hut feebly reproduced 
in the purgatory of the Catholics. It was only the other day that 
Canon Maccofl found it necessary to inform ns o f the conditions of Hfe 
in his purgatory—how departed infants m a y  in that world he nursed by 
mothers torn away for the purpose from their children on earth, and 
how the wicked and the untried have a furths- period o f punishment 
and probation there, m l at last all become Christians and leave purga­
tory to sit b y  the throne of Christ. These details o f the Canon may he 
som ewhat fanciful but the line of thought is catam h ' akin to our own 
Karmic doctrine. The doctrine is simply the assertion o f law in the 
moral w orld. I t  is argued that belief in Karma means punishment for 
arts of a  previous birth, and that such punishment when the very sins 
are not broug ht hom e to the sufferer caw be no righteous punishment. 
X o w  th e law s o f ph ysical  science are as much God’s laws as anything 
else and, if t a r  applies the above objection to  physical laws, one sees at 
once th e fa llacy  o f such reasoning The man who. through ignorance 
or accident, slips from a height, has his bones crushed or Ms head 
broke» ,  w hatever e a r  he th e m en tal equipment o r  the family circum­
stance? o f the indrvidaal! The laws of Xature are inexorable and if 
is hot proper that moral laws and the consequences o f one’s acts should 
be equally im perious . It m ay he said that this law o f Karma does 
not esjjlmgg th e varieties of existence and experience but only removes 
the d iificu k y a  step further, to a  previous birth. This can he 
no fa ta l objection  ho wever to the theory, since it is only the 
proxim ate cause we seek and are satisfied with in the physical 
sciences and in  o a r  every  d ay H fe.

We ‘ d in  mrwds creeping from thought to thought and teeaking 
the Tfttrmri Xow. into that’s and when’s, cannot in truth jHoceed much 
farther than proximate causes. The theory, moreover, is perfectly 
saeutm c. asserting  as it  does, that aaafli works out his own salvation and 
is not obliged to believe in the Sr*™  o f Marathon, the lives o f Christ
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and Mahomed and so forth, as events of history, before he is admitted 
to future bliss. It is therefore not too much to say that the law of 
Karma is bound to receive, m time, fuller and wider reco«rnition from the 
peoples of the world.

Pantheism is another idea of the Brahmans which is the logical 
outcome of pure reason. Some years ago men, nurtured in the learning 
of the West, thought they had given the last word, against an argument 
or system of philosophy if they could characterise it as Pamil&utir.
The grandeur and truth of the conception is even now only slowly and 
dimly being perceived by the people of Europe. Perhaps it requires 
some discipline and a particular temperament to realise them. One of 
the greatest Christian missionaries in India declared not long ago. 
amidst much abuse and corses from Ms own men, that the world had 
need to learn from India this very Pantheistic conception of God as 
being present everywhere. The late Poet Laureate of England, who had 
as deep an insight into the problems of religion and science as anybody 
else, thus describes his own experience of the larger existence which is 
the Brahman’s goal:—

More than once, when I 
Sat all alone revolving in myself 
The word that is the symbol of myself,
The mortal limit of the self was loosed 
And passed into the Homeless as cloud 
Melts into Heaven. I  touched my limbs; the Kmhs 
Were strange, not mine—and yet no shade of doubt.
Bat utter clearness, and through loss of self 
The gain of such large life as matched with oars 
Were sun to spark—usafaadowable in words,
Themselves bat the shadow of a shadow world.

Brahmanism then can. iB-aSord to part with any of the foregoing dog­
mas o f its theological creed.

The next and in fact the most prominent feature of Hinduism as it 
exists to-day in its social aspect, is the system of caste. The Hindu, it is 
very often said. eats, sleeps, bathes and moves about refeioasly. Sock a 
statement may excite laughter among light-headed people, hot there 
really can he no higher conception of religion than the one that make* 
it part and parcel of the life of the rndrridnal. Sotting can he nar­
rower and more ruinous to the soul than to confine religion to churches, 
prayer times or sabbath days. It may perhaps he remarked, in pa-sing, 
that the rigid rules o f conduct laid down for the caste, hare had a huge 
share in thus framing the life o f the Hindu in a peculiarly rehgioas 
mould. A recent writer remarks that religion has always served to fulfil 
the purposes of had men and the aspirations o f saints, it seems impos­
sible to  present corruptions creeping in, in any institution for good, or 
to retain that in stitu tion  in its anginal purity and simplicity. The 
spirit that fired the first mew gradually dies out, and the organisation 
that was meant to promote a great idea grows and grows tSE it «Bothers
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the idea and brings on itself the nemesis o f  righteous revolt and the 
setting up o f a fresh institution to carry on the good work. It is a 
commonplace observation that caste had its origin in division o f labour, 
that the social position of the castes was determined by the comparative 
dignity of the different professions, and that the four castes eventually 
degenerated into hereditary distinctions and rapidly multiplied till 
their number was legion. The system o f caste is peculiar to India, and 
any attempts at breaking through it and levelling up all castes on the 
principle of equality have simply ended in raising up fresh castes or 
sects out of the reformers. Somehow the soil o f  the country, or the 
nature of the people, has this wonderfully obstinate effect o f making every 
religious or social body a caste. Buddhism abolished caste and like­
wise abolished itself from the land o f  its birth, to flourish further East. 
Great men rose up in the land and gathered followers to protest against 
caste ; and these had finally to settle down into separate sects by them­
selves, like the Jains, the Sikhs, the Kabir-panthis, the followers of 
Chaitanya or the Yaishnavites of South India, w ith the result that one 
of these at least has become even more rigidly exclusive in a  caste sense. 
The Christians of Southern and W estern India do still observe caste 
among themselves and there are among them Brahman Christians, Sudra 
Christians, and so forth, who will never intermarry. The righteous 
principle of equal opportunities to all and favour to none, is more honour­
ed in the breach than the observance, whether it  be in politics or in 
society. All men are not equal, is a truism, but to set up one family 
or a number of families as social superiors, appears, in these liberal 
and individualistic days, little short o f an outrage on the good 
sense or strength o f the classes below ; and yet this is what hap­
pens in the ‘ civilized’ West and the ‘ degenerate and fallen’ East. A 
firm conviction in the doctrine o f  Karma as applied to birth in the 
several castes would indeed dispel doubt in the right o f one easte being 
above another, if  we were to accept caste as a divine institution and 
seek to justify the ways of God to man. Bnt such a vindication happily 
is not necessary. Revolts have been against the hereditary superiority 
of the Brahman, and nothing can be greater triumph for free-thinkers 
than the fact that their freest thinking has form ed part and parcel of 
the Vedas. The Brahmans, the priestly intellectual class, have been, as 
elsewhere, the leaders and guides o f  society and it is not unnatural that 
they claimed and deservedly held or were allowed the first rank in that 
society. Man, dazzled by a little knowledge, has ever been first to grasp 
power ; but with the fulness of knowledge and wisdom comes humility. 
The intellect which brought the Brahmans their position, soon led 
them to deserve it in a m ightier moral sense. The Brahman, 
according to Mann, Mahabbarata, or the Upanishads, is not he o f a 
certain colour, race or birth, bnt one who is attaining divine know­
ledge through a course of the hardest discipline o f  his nature, 
his habits and acts.* Such men, the m ost irreverent among ns

* MahAbhiraia Vanaparva; Chapter ISO, 312.
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or among any nation, must needs worship or respect. There can be 
no doubt that the vast majority of Brahmans in ancient days did 
deserve, by their conduct, self-denial and wisdom, self-inflicted poverty 
and devotion to the spiritual, and by their infinite mercy to creation, 
the very highest rank among their people. The minority here, as else­
where, naturally enjoyed the benefits and privileges acquired by the 
majority, without deserving them. Though it is true that wealth be­
yond a certain degree becomes a snare and a temptation, withdrawing 
men from higher pursuits and making them revel in luxuries and 
things of the flesh, still it is evident that whole classes of people can­
not be led onwards towards an essentially spiritual or moral life un­
less they are given the barest necessaries of existence. So long as 
Hindu kings and princes dealt out their special favour and protection 
to the Brahmans it was well. Even here one might note, in passing, 
that when kings began to load Brahmans with most valuable presents, 
love o f money must have crept into the Brahman heart, transforming 
all his life and aspirations and making him just as good or bad as 
other men. Indiscriminate charity, said Sir W . Harcourt, benefits only 
the sturdy beggars and becomes a great evil. In this connection we 
may draw a profitable contrast between the students and learned men 
of Germany and those of England. In the one case they study out of 
love, and in the other in order to make money. In India when foreign 
dominion overspread the land, it is needless to add that the Brahmans 
were left to shift for themselves. Is it any wonder then, that in the 
equal struggle of animal existence the common characteristics were 
manifested, and that the Brahmans did not come out of the struggle as 
morally high as they were, or were enjoined to be ? Nevertheless, like a 
bottle wherein the smell of strong scent will persist long after the scent 
is removed, we find that by a process of most rigid exclusiveness and 
maintenance of purity of blood, the Brahmans everywhere are marked 
as the foremost in intelligence. Intelligence means merely the capa­
city for great achievements, and it may as often be on the side of wrong­
doing as on the side of goodness. The present Brahmans, then, do not 
in  any way deserve the proud position of being the head of the Hindu 
Community. They have clearly lost their former holiness and charac­
ter ; and this none are so ready to acknowledge as the orthodox Brah­
mans themselves. These may say that it is all inevitable with the pro­
gress o f the Kali-yuga, but none is so blind or wilful as to deny the fact. 
W hat is it then that makes us unwilling or disingenuous enough not to 
mix freely with other castes, and with other nations ; openly, practically 
admit or confess our social and spiritual equality and embrace them as 
brothers and relatives P Not long ago, but in connection with a totally 
different subject, one of our great men observed that it was the privilege 
o f the Brahman to be poor and ambitious. Herein lies the key to the situa­
tion and the explanation why we, as a class, are yet disinclined to cast 
in our lot with the other castes and interdine and intermarry with them 
all. The interval however between our loss of worth and bur not yet lost 

o
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privilege has been too long. To claim and retain superiority without
deserving it is certainly monstrous. One might even now observe the 
rumblings of the earth underneath, foreboding a huge, fearful cataclysm 
at no distant date. What shall we do to avert a social disaster which 
will in its scope and effects be much more far-reaching than your Hindu

HIS author, Prebendary of Langres, is called Richard Roussat, and
his work carries the following title : “  The book of the condition 

and mutation of Time, proving by the authority of H oly Scripture and 
by astrological reasons, the end o f the world to be near.”

This book was published at Lyons, by W illiam  Rouille, nineteen 
years before that of Turrel, that is to say in 1550 ; thus the date alone 
proves that the two astrologers could not have copied one from the other. 
The copy which we are using belongs to the Library o f St. Genevieve ; 
it is in 8 vo. folio, bound in parchment, and contains 180 pages.

Very few writers have spoken of Richard R ou ssat; his name is 
found neither in “  the Manual of the Library,”  of Brunet, nor in the 
“  Historical Dictionaries”  of Boyle, Moreri, and Chandon of Landine, nor 
even in the “  Universal Biography”  of Michaud. W e are not wrong 
then in boldly saying that Roussat was a little-known author.

P. Long has indeed made mention of a person called Roussat, his­
torian of the town of Langres, but he was not the one who wrote the 
book of “  The Condition of Time.”  D u Verdier tells us that Roussat, 
the historian, was nephew of Richard Roussat, Prebendary and Astro­
loger. Finally, Lafroix Du Maine, without throwing any further light 
on this question, says that these two writers “  were very learned men.”  
Here then are all the documents which we have been able to find upon 
the life and works of the learned com piler o f Peter Turrel.

Roussat, in dedicating his book to the “  very magnanimous, power­
ful and illustrious Seigneur Joachim d e la  Baulme,”  beseeches his patron 
to defend him, against pseudo-savants and ignorant sceptics. He says : 
“  1 hope that it will be your good pleasure to guard and sustain me 
against the unreasonable, vulgar and swarming multitude, mother of 
ignorance and of every disorderly desire, and that you, at your pleasure, 
will not allow the crowd of the ignorant to approach me, like unto the 
dogs which bark, yelp and howl at the unknown.”

Mussalman riots or the Christian street preaching P Attempts to abolish 
caste have been made over and over again, but wit hout success.

A. S. I.
ITo be continued.)

MODERN PROPHECIES. 
{Continued from page 612)
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At page 86 of his “  Book of Time" he gives a contradiction to all 
those who pretend that astrologers and prophets are not able to assign 
positive dates to their predictions. “ Now I say that we are fast ap­
proaching the fntnre renovation of the world in about two hundred and 
forty-three years, according to the usual reckoning of historians, count­
ing from the date of the compilation of this present treatise." We 
have seen that the “  Book of the Times” was published in 1550 ; now, 
in adding the number 243 to the year 1550, we naturally find that 
this renovation should have taken place in 1793.

Thns then there are three astrologers, Nostradamus, Tnrrel, and 
RonBsat, who have all three announced the same event ; the one, at Salon, 
in 1555 ; the other, at Dijon, in 1531, and the third, at Langres, in 1550. 
Can any one remain incredulous when in presence of such similar pro­
phecies ?

A t page 162 of the same work Roussat enters inro still clearer 
details ; though one can see here that he has copied almost word for 
word from Albnmazar and Turrel. “  For * * * we change our
theme, and come to speak of the great and marvellous conjonction 
which, astrologers say, is to occur about the year of Oar Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, with ten Saturnian revolu­
tions, and more than twenty-five years afterwards, will be the fourth 
and last station of the altitudinary firmament. All these things con­
ceived and calculated, astrologers conclude, that if the world lasts until 
this time, which is known to God alone, the very great, marvellous 
and frightful mutations and alterations will be universal over our 
world ; in like manner also as regards sects and laws, the things before 
mentioned signify the mutation of sects.”  Albnmazar recounts the 
same in greater detail and more diffusely. He concludes that at about 
the time mentioned, Anti-christ with his damnable law and miserable 
sect, altogether contrary and repugnant to the Christian Law, will 
appear ; and how it is impossible to fix the exact time of his ooming, 
always in speaking indefinitely, perhaps, a likely supposition, got by 
ingénions and spiritual astrological calculations, that about the time 
before stated, Anti-christ will reign, because according to these astrolo­
gers, after Mahomed, should come a mighty man of great renown, who 
will promulgate a dishonest, lying, and magical law. Because by reason­
able induction and demonstration one can conjecture, imagine, and 
take for granted that after the sect of Mahomed, there will not come 
any other than that pernicious, cursed and venomous Anti-christ. “  This 
is, as one can see, a copy of Turrel's prediction.”

Five years after the first publication of the “ Centuries” of Michael 
Nostradamus, that is to say in 1560, a certain Lord of Pavilion, named 
Anthony C., wrote a satrical work against these prophecies, entitled, 
“  The Contradictions of the Lord of Pavillon, les Lorriz, in Gascony, 
to the false and abusive prophecies of Nostradamus and other astro­
logers, to which are added several works of Michael Marot, son of the



660 The Theosophist. [August

late Clement Marot, prince of French poets.” It appears that the 
author of this book held in small estimation astrologers and prophets, 
for he calls them, “  diviners full of all fallacies, children of the devil, 
and enemies of the entire commonwealth. You people, who are in 
this world notoriously mistrusted,”  cries he with heat, “  cease your 
audacious presumings, because it will be evil for you who alone wish 
to make manifest, while there is not one man in the world who can 
say what will happen to-morrow- Let us stop there then, and not judge 
of other things, unless you yourselves are worthy of the fire.” 
Thus, from his own words, it is very evident that he wished to 
make of his own epoch that which Voltaire and Rousseau made of 
theirs. We have cited this passage to the end that our readers may be 
convinced that the Lord of Pavilion was no partizan whatever of the 
science of astrology.

Enemies often do more good to a cause than certaiu friends, and 
that is just what has happened to the author of the “  Contradictions,” 
for in wrongfully attacking Albumazar, Tnrrel and Roussat, he has 
made these astrologers, and their science in particular, veritably unas­
sailable. M. Charles Nodier, who studied the “  Contradictions,” and 
has judged them so exquisitely in his “  Medlies,”  says on this subject: 
“  One peculiarity sufficiently remarkable is, that Anthony C., Lord of 
Pavilion, who so rudely attacked Nostradamus, and who was, for his 
time, a kind of philosopher, is, of all others, on the subject of divinations 
the one who has furnished these visionaries with one of their most 
positive authorities!”  In fine, the work of the Lord of Pavilion is 
certainly that one which has famished these men of sense and judg­
ment—we will not call them visionaries, like M. Nodier— with the 
strongest proof in favour of prophecies and divinations by astrology.

The “  Contradictions ”  were composed solely with the object of 
attacking astrologers and those who believe themselves able to predict 
the future.

Here then is this pretended philosopher, who wrote in 1560, wish­
ing, as we understand him, to criticise Albumazar, Nostradamus, Turret 
and Roussat, the prophets of their time. In speaking of them, he ex­
presses himself thus : “ They do not give our descendants a longer 
period to live in than two hundred and thirty-five years or thereabouts, 
counting from tbis present year one thousand five hundred and fifty- 
five. They promise us a great and marvellous conjunction about the 
year of Our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, with ten 
Saturnian Revolutions. They calculate also that, twenty-five years 
after, there will be the fourth and last station of the altitudinary firma­
ment. And how Roussat has amply deduced that the Revolution of the 
Firmament denotes and demonstrates to us the first part of the Uni­
versal Revolution of the World, which will either turn out well, or else 
everything will come to an end in two hundred and forty-three years, 
counting from the year one thousand five hundred and forty-eight.”
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According to ns one cannot very well help being visionary and taking 
the passages we have cited as clear and positive prophecies.

It is fortunate, for many reasons, that the Lord of Pavilion has 
written in this w ise: first to prove to the incredulous that the 
citations which have been previously given are in no way false, secondly, 
that the Tnrrel and Boussat, mentioned by our author, are not astro­
logers invented for our own amusement, and thirdly, that the French 
Revolution had been predicted by several prophets, previous to the 
composition of the “  Contradictions,”  that is to say, before the year 
1548.

Now let ns be exceedingly thankful to this noble lord, who has 
been wrongly considered a philosopher, for having written a satire 
against astrology which has had the merit of doing immense good to 
this science, and of rendering ridiculous only one person, the author of 
the satire.

A descendant probably of this satirist— we say descendant, be­
cause he, like the Lord of Pavilion, has attacked very clumsily the 
predictions of astrologers— wishing to throw doubt on the gift of 
prophecy, says very artlessly : “ We should not laugh at our fathers
of the Middle Ages, for we see to-day that similar follies have still a 
certain vogue after so great an interval of time.”  If this gentleman 
had only read the works of Turrel, Roussat and Nostradamus he 
would not have spoken so lightly of prophecies. “  Where is,”  adds 
another anonymous writer, “  an archer so clumsy that, practising the 
whole day, he does not once bit the mark.”

W e reply to this gentleman that it is impossible to use in this 
context the comparison of Cicero, who, it may here he said, has 
spoken, in his “  Treatise on Divination,”  for and not against Prophecy, 
as one can use an advocate of to-day. I f all the astrologers we have 
mentioned before were not agreed, if they had not indicated with 
scrupulous care the time during which the great Revolution should be 
accomplished, we could understand perfectly the comparison of the 
archer as to the point. But as they have done all that was possible, 
to cite a parallel case, let us nob accuse them then of folly.

This anonymous one, thinking to have proved something, continues 
v in these term s: “  One should apply this remark of the good sense of

antiquity ( good  sen se if you like) to the curious coincidence that M. 
Ideler, of Berlin, discovered in calculating, at the request of M. de 
Humboldt, what years of our era corresponded to the great conjunc­
tions of Saturn, indicated by Cardinal d’A illy in his “  Alphonsine 
Tables,”  as tending to bring about extraordinary events. M. Ideler, 
taking care to obtain one of the first editions, printed at Venice in 
1492, saw that one of the Great Periods of Saturn ought to be accom­
plished in one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine. The Cardi­
nal d’Ailly, who wrote in 1414, Bays on the subject of the conjunction 
of Saturn in 1789: “ If the world lasts till then, which God
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alone knows, there will then be great and numerous vicissi­
tudes and astonishing Revolutions, especially in laws.”  M. 
de Humboldt, in mentioning this accidental coincidence, asks if this 
prediction of a Revolution, which occupies so great a place in the 
history of the human race, has already been observed by those who 
delight in, now-a-daya, all that is mysterious and gloomy. “  As we think,” 
says the Editor of the J ou rn a l d es D eb a ts , “  that it has not yet been noticed 
elsewhere than in his learned work, we insert it  here, as a curious 
thing, at this moment of a recrudescence o f prophecy.”

W e permit ourselves to reply once more to this anonymous writer 
who has placed himself in the same position as the Lord o f Pavilion, by 
pointing out a passage which upsets all his theories. W e tell him, 
moreover, that this co in cid en ce, regarded by M. de Humboldt as acci­

d en ta l, is not really s o ; and the proof is that more than twenty astrol­
ogers, French, Germans, and Italians, in the 15th and 16th centuries, 
have announced a Great Revolution in France for the year one thou­
sand seven hundred and eighty-nine. It is certain that M. de Hum­
boldt, as well as the anonymous author o f the letter in the J ou rn a l des 

D ebate, entirely ignored the existence o f the curious books which we 
have submitted to the examination o f our readers, but then one does not 
pronounce judgment on a matter o f which one is ignorant, on a sub­
ject one has never studied.

All the precious works, of which we have come to speak, are not, 
so to say, mere common works in comparison with those which are 
altogether neglected (and n eg lected  is the word) by learned men, libra­
rians, transcribers and the public. It has for its title : “  Prophe­
cies and Revelations of the Holy Fathers,”  etc., etc., composed and 
brought to light by Master Michel Pirns.

In saying that this book is neglected we think to deceive ourselves in 
no way, since the biographers Hiceron, Boyle, Moreri, Prosper Marchaud, 
Chandon de Landine, Feller, and Micbaud make no mention o f it, and 
that Jean Vogt, Jugler, Ebert, Lafroix du Maine and Du Verdier, 
Francis de Bure, Brunet and P. Lelong have passed it by in silence. 
Still more, it is not to be found entered in either the catalogues of the 
Royal Library, nor iu those of the Mazarin Library and in the Arsenal. 
The Genovefains of Paris, who love all these sorts o f works so much, are 
perhaps the only people who have this book in their possession. It is 
in their Library to-day, much impoverished by the disasters of the 
Revolution and continual pilferings, that we have found the unknown 
copy of the prophecies of Michel Pirns.

This book is without date, but from the shape of the letters, the 
orthography of the words, and certain allusions contained in some of the 
chapters, it is easy to see that it mnst have been printed at the end 
of the 17th century, before the year 1674, and in consequence during 
the reign of Louis XIV .
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The second chapter, which has for its title : “  That which must 
arrive for the Religions,”  contains this astonishing and marvellous pro­
phecy, which is realised two (?) centuries later, at the French Revolu­
tion. “  Discipline and monastic rule will be forgotten in manv of the 
monasteries, the ancient and austere discipline of some monks will hare 
no further hold on their professions. Their abbeys, prelacies, and pos­
sessions will be placed in the possession of the laity and for the time 
reduced in secular wealth, and the monasteries will be impoverished and 
deprived of all their splendour and riches. There will arise several 
friars, in poor dress, who will give a fixed grant to you and to your reli­
gion. They (the friars) will be the novices of the prophet Jeremiah and 
will be named children of sorrows, because the man of blood will cause 
them to die, the better to make desolate the Catholic Church in her 
children.”

In the fifth chapter we find different passages not less curious. 
To abridge the citations we give only the following :—■“  The Clergy will 
be despised by the laity, who will not believe so implicitly as their 
ancestors, in the Church whose doctrines they will turn aside from. 
They will deprive the Churches of their piety, the kingdoms of 
their honor, the towns of their wealth and the provinces of their 
liberty. The Nobility will come to be corbed by those who ought to 
obey them, because the hand of the wrath of God will be against them, 
and they will be killed in several places, leaving their estates deserted 
and at the mercy of their enemies.” One must have been very daring 
to have written this prophecy in the reign of Louis XIV., when the 
French Nobility were at the height of their splendor.

Finally, not to tire our readers, we will quote no other prophecy an­
nouncing the French Revolution, and will refer those who are cunous 
to learn the forebodings which this great Epoch gave birth to, to the 
“  Predictions | of P. Elisée, to the “  Discourse on History ” of M. Mo­
reau, to the Ballad of M. Delille, to the Funeral Oration of Louis XV., 
to the “ Letters of Voltaire,”  to “ the Elements of Philosophy,”  of 
d’Alembert, and, finally, to the work of M. Henry Dujardin, in which 
they will find reproduced all these forebodiugs.

A T .  B.
(To be continued.)
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Let me add a word on Christ’s Resurrection, so full of wonder and 
divineness of Christ. This notion is so common in the Indian epics, 
both Mah&bh&rata and R&mayana, that no exceptional wonder is ex­
hibited at it. I shall quote some instances to support my statement. In 
the R^mdyana we read of R&ja Dasaratha, the father of Riima, appear­
ing once in a chariot over the battle-field of R&ma and surveying his 
army, long after he was dead. Again when Rama died, he went, sitting 
in a chariot, glittering in all his divine glory, to heaven. In the same 
book we read of Gautamf who was lying in the shape of a stone, but as 
soon as Rama touched it she appeared in a glorious human form and 
sitting in a divine chariot was conveyed up to heaven. Sambu— a pre­
siding monster of the Dandaka forest— when killed by Rdma, rose from 
his corpse in all the majesty and glory of a divine appearance and was 
carried similarly in a celestial car to heaven. In the story of Harischandra, 
the firm advocate of truth, we find the same occurrence. Instances 
may be multiplied to any extent, because the Hindu books are so 
full of the idea. Every great personage, dying after his full period 
of trials and tests in this world, was carried away in a heavenly 
chariot to the upper regions of bliss, in his glorious form, after his death. 
The notion is a commonplace one and may be presumed to have been 
drawn upon in investing the life o f Christ with a greater divineness and 
Godliness in the idea of resurrection, which to the people among whom 
Christ was born was so novel and awe-inspiring. Now, after setting 
forth these parallels in the life o f Christ and Krishna, I  proceed to 
show you the parallel sentiments, expressions and ideas in the teachings 
of both Christ and Krishna. Quotations after quotations may be made 
from the New Testament which echo the sentiments o f the teachings of 
Krishna— nay which are the very translations o f the Sanskrit slokas of 
the Git&. I shall compare a few quotations from the New Testament 
with those of the Q iti, to show their perfect coincidence.

O ita . N ew  T estam en t.

(1)
¡ ¡ I I  ( V ^ )

1 am exceedingly dear to the 
wise man ; he also is dear to me.

(2) m -  
q r  p $  i

I am the way, supporter, Lord, 
witness, abode, refuge and friend.

(3 ) cf*qrç 51 3 -

1 never depart from him (true
H i  he never departs from me.

(4 ) qsntan*-

w i W . i

(] | H e that loveth me shall be 
loved o f m y father and I will love 
him (John X IV ., 4.).

(2) I  am the way, the truth and 
the life (John X IV .). I  am the first 
and the last (Rev. I .).

(3) H e dwelleth in me and I in 
him (John V I .) .

(4 ) I in them and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in 
one (John X V I I .) .
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t t l l  n , \ v
They who worship me with true 

devotion are in me and I in them.

(5) nq- 
fna I (<r,W

Be assured that he who wor­
ships me, perishes not.

( 6 )  fcTTfinFcT'
i ( \ ° , y )

1 am the beginning and the mid­
dle and the end coexistent things.

(7) 3i5wraiqri}Ktr $rejfa«nfa
i ( \ < M )

I  will deliver thee from all sin : 
don’t grieve.

(8)
^  I

*  I t t° * r
H e who knows me as unborn and 

without beginning, the mighty Lord 
o f the world, he among mortals 
is undeluded, he is delivered from 
all sins.

(9)

I ( ? W )
W hat sacrifice, almsgiving or 

austerity is done without faith is 
evil.

( 1 0 )  qcT:qfT% ^3rift -
cfcffi[ I

fiW Tiiq: |
That man obtains the perfect 

shape who honours him by his 
proper work from whom all things 
nave issued and by whom this all 
was spread out.

( 1 1 )  e& iw fp fift3 i® T O T fa i *rc®i-

w  l . ( ( 4 U >
Renouncing all Dharmas, come 

unto me alone for shelter.

(5) He that believeth in mu 
shall never perish, but shall have 
eternal life (John IV.).

(6) lam  alpha and omega, the 
beginning and the ending (Rev. 1., 
8.).

(7) Son, be of good cheer, thy 
sins he forgiven thee (Mathew 1V., 
2 .).

(8) This is the life eternal, that 
they might know thee, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom 

hast sent (John X V III.).

(9) Whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin (Rom. X IV ., 23.).

(10) Whatsoever, therefore, ye 
eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory o f God (1 Cor. 
X ., 31.).

(11) Leave all and follow me.
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From the circumstances and events of the lives of Christ and 
Krishna and the parallel sentiments and expressions appearing in their 
teachings as given above, the reader must have buen led to think that 
they are more than mere co-incidences, and that one life must have been 
influenced by the life of the other; but here one has no occasion to doubt. 
Krishna was bom long before Christ. The incidents in Mahd- 
bhärata, the epic in which Krishna appears so prominently, took place 
many centuries before the birth of Christ. Some historians, as Talboys 
Wheeler, have gone so far as to place the scene of Mahabharata before 
the scene of Raraayana, and hence the incarnation: of Krishna before 
Rama. Gitä was written by Vedavyasa, the author of Mahabharata and 
hence centuries before the birth of Christ. Even measured in the scales of 
modern critical examination, the date of the composition of Gita has 
been fixed in the 4th century before Christ, by the learned Judge 
K. T. Telang. There is no doubt that the stories of the life of Krishna 
and his teachings were well known at the time when Alexander the 
Great invaded India, though Buddhism was prevailing then. It is a 
well known fact now, that Alexander appreciated the philosophy of 
India when he came across the naked philosophers and wrote about 
them to his tutor, Aristotle, whose philosophy is to a certain, extent 
influenced by Indian ideas. Pythagoras and Plato have distinct stamp of 
the influence of Indian thought upon their systems. There is no wonder 
that this intercourse being made between the Westerns and the Easterns, 
the stories and incidents of the life o f Krishna may have gone to Asia 
Minor along with other influences. Besides, the modem search has sug­
gested that Christ himself came to India and lived sometime in Tibet 
and obtained all these ideas before he appeared as a prophet or the son of 
God to the millions. These are not mere guesses, an amount of learned 
scholarship of the type of Prof. Max Müller and others has been brought 
to bear upon the controversy of Christ coming and living in India. We 
have distinct proofs of the Indian philosophy, as well as Indian arts, 
casting their influences across the vast plains of Western Asia into 
Greece—then in its glory. It is not strange when we consider all 
these circumstances, that the life o f the last incarnation of Krishna 
may have been made a basis to develop the life of Christ upon, or that 
he himself came to India as a final preparation for his work, taking the 
life and teachings of Krishna for his support.*

If we reverse the case, and state that Krishna’s life may have been 
taken from Christ’s and that the teachings of Gitd are visibly affected 
by the influence of Christianity, we are going towards absurdities and 
turning things upside down.

First, it will be necessaxy to bring the incarnation of Krishna' after 
Christ, and to place the wars of Mahabharata after the spread, of Bud*

*It seems quite reasonable to suppose that he may have com e to India to seek 
instruction of those very same “  wise men o f the East”  who, guided by his star, 
came to do him homage at his birth. See Matt. II, Chap., versei-ii, Ed.]
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hism, which is the height of absurdity, and that which no amount 
of scholarship can do, notwithstanding its consummate ingenuity of 
subtle intellect. Secondly, we shall have to prove that Vedavyása, the 
author of Gatá, was not the same Vedavyása who wrote Mahábhárata, 
centuries before, unless he had a very long term of life; besides, to take 
for granted even once, that other influences, chiefly the Christian in­
fluences, have tinged the teachings of Gritá, is to take for granted absurd 
things. Those who know the Indian Society in the least, can say for 
certain that on the orthodox side nothing is recognised from without. 
Mohammedanism was long the dominant faith of India ; still how little is 
the Sanskrit literature, on the orthodox side, affected by it. Again, take 
for instance the present Christian rule in India. In spite of all the 
missionaries preaching the truths of Hew Testament at every corner of 
the street, and scattering, broadcast, the Vernacular versions of the 
Bible all over the country, the orthodox literature has remained as 
indigenous as ever. The English-educated men may have been in­
fluenced by the Hew Testament, or rather by the influence of English 
literature, but the Pandit element is still as foreign to your Bible as to 
the Principia of Hewton. Who, among the orthodox, at all cares to read 
the Bible—far less to be influenced by it. The very name is pro­
nounced with a peculiar contempt even to-day. When such exclusive­
ness is still maintained by the Hindu orthodox believers, notwithstanding 
the energetic endeavours of so many Christians, how absurd it is to 
think that at the time when the Hindus were already in the flourishing 
state of their intellectual activity they may have borrowed from the 
Christian Bible. No printed books, no evidence of Christians preaching 
in India, no other proof to support their guesses. Even Professor Max 
Müller and Sir Monier Williams are indignant at such a hasty presump­
tion of some Western scholars, as that the author of Grita was influenced 
by the ideas of Christianity. The European scholars, on their own 
peculiar lines, have come to the conclusion that many of the Puránas 
were written after the Christian era. Why are not the other Puranas which 
they denounce so much, affected by Christian influences, which must 
be increasing with the advance of time, and why alone is the Gritá in­
fluenced ? To say that the Grita alone is influenced, and all the other 
literature which was produced after it or at the same time is strictly 
in its primitive state is to come to an absurd conclusion. I have limited 
space, otherwise I would have gone to the length of showing that the 
noble sentiments and expressions which are found in the Gita, instead 
of coming from the Bible, which nobody knew then, and which itself 
was not then in existence, and which still the orthodox Hindu and 
Pandits know nothing of except the name, have their immediate source 
in the Upanishads. I  can quote many slokas from the Gitá which have 
been directly taken from the Upanishads, for instance :
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These and mauy other slokas, which fo r  lack o f time I do not quote, 
have been directly taken from the Upanishads— The Vedas which by 
no means can be said to be written after the Christian Bible The Gita 
is still regarded to be the essence o f all the Vedas and Upanishads 
by the Hindus. To make the majesty and sublimity o f the sentiments 
in the Gita dependent upon the Bible, is to make the Vedas and the 
Upanishads, for their thoughts and sentiments, dependent upon a book 
which was nowhere before they* ceased to be read by  the people and 
had seen many vicissitudes.

No Pandit, even to-day, will think it  worth his while to write even 
a lay sloka on the text of the Bible, though it  is so all-pervading. 
To spend zeal and energy in proving that the Gita is indebted for 
its noble sentiments to the New Testament, is to make a hollocaust of 
those sacred things for nothing. The fountains from  which issue forth 
the sacred stream of these life-restoring and holy sentiments embodied 
in the celestial song, the Gitd, are the Vedas o f the sublime Upanishads 
from which any amount o f quotations can be made to bear the truth of 
this statement. Owing to the length o f  this paper I  refrain from making 
these quotations which I  leave for another article.

The conclusion established by me in  the opening page o f the article, 
that Christ is an imitation of Krishna, is irresistible, and no amount of 
scholarship can save Christ from the charge of being a borrower from 
the Indian literature and the sublime truths o f  the Hindu Upanishads 
and the Gita. In what manner he came by  them, whether by personally 
coming over to India, or by hearing o f them from  others, we cannot at 
present say definitely.

K annoo Mal.

THE CHRISTIAN PATH.

IN the religions now existing w hich, by  their noble ethics and the 
lofty purity o f their teachers and saints, can be said to be true 

religious, there is a fundamental teaching common to all. One phase 
of this is the teaching of the way in w hich the founder’s example may 
be followed by less exalted souls w ho cannot strike out for  themselves. 
This is typified as a road over w hich people may travel, and is generally 
known and spoken of as The N arrow  Path. I t  consists of the mental, 
moral and physical acts o f the disciples w ho wish to attain the same 
goal as is shown them by their leader.

The Path, as laid down by the great Nazarene, is summed up by 
him in two short verses (Luke X -2 7 -2 8 ) en d in g : “  This do and thou 
shalt live.”  W e will now endeavour to explore. Jesus had a truly 
wonderful insight into the nature and methods o f spiritual growth, and
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th is  is  sh ow n  by  the terseness and brevity  w ith which he delivered 
the m ost im portan t teachings.

I t  is  o n ly  b y  constant application and endeavour that progress is 
m ade, an d  th e  effort to  get a fn ll understanding o f his meaning leads to 
th e  d eve lopm en t o f  that spiritual, intuitive insight which eventually 
enables th e  d iscip le  to  grasp the whole and enables him to see the truth 
in every  th in g . T h ere  is a soul’s salvation and a key to the solution of 
a ll l i fe ’s p rob lem s in  those tw o short verses By deep and concentrated 
stu d y , an d  a  true endeavour to fulfil and exem plify them in daily life, 
an n n derstad in g  o f  them  w ill grow, and it w ill become manifest how 
com p lete ly  th ey  gu id e  the w hole life. W h en  teachings are elaborated 
th ey  certa in ly  are m ore qu ick ly  received b y  the intellect, but the soul’s 
s ig h t  is  n ot th ereby  aw akened. A  hint o r  tw o  how ever is often useful. 
N o  tea ch er  has ever  sum m ed up so large and im portant a subject as his 
w h o le  system  o f  life  and doctrine in so short and com plete a form  ; so 
sh ort th a t  any ch ild  can rem em ber it. T h en  from  his other sayings ho 
th row s l ig h t  on  it  in  th e  v a ry in g  phases o f  human life-

“  T h o u  sh a lt lo v e  the L ord  thy G od w ith  all thy heart, and with all 
th y  sou l, and w ith  a ll th y  strength and w ith  all tliy mind, and thy 
n e ig h b o u r  as th y se lf” — said the Law yer quoting  the old Law, and Christ 
a n sw ered  h im : “  T h ou  hast answered r i g h t ; this do and thou shalt live.”  
T h is  sum s u p  the d u ty  o f  the heart, the hum an feelings and emotions, 
th e  sou l, th e  sp iritu a l nature, the strength o f  the physical man and the 
m in d — the in te lle c t  an d  »reasoning powers.

T h ere in  is  a ll con ta in ed  ; but it is, lik e  th e  oak in the acorn, invisible 
e x ce p t  to  th e  m in d ’s eye. T here is the sp irit o f it w hich we can sense, 
perh ap s, b u t  le t  us d e lv e  deep ly  and see w hat w e can make o f it Lore, 
L ove, is  th e  h igh est and all-em bracing em otion  ; it is to be concentrated 
u p on  an d  con secra ted  to  ou r  God. N oth in g  is to be held hack ; not love 
o f  w ife  o r  ch ild , hom e, cou n try  o r  wealth ; all m ust bo w ith d raw n ; not 
th e  s l ig h te s t  p a rtic le  can  rem ain outside that, all-em bracing love o f 
G od . N o t  th a t  such  loves  are w rong but th ey  are sw allow ed up in the 
g re a te r  as th e  d ro p  in  th e  ocean. This is th e  same as the idea o f  non* 
a tta ch m e n t in  E astern  ph ilosoph y . S in ce  y o u  have not any particular 
lo v e  f o r  a n y  ex tern a l th in g , except as y ou  see in it G od ’ s bounty, yon 
ca n n o t c a l l  this y ou rs , that yours, anything yours, fo r  to all you are in ­
d iffe re n t ; o n ly  on e  th in g  is  yours— your G od . H im  only have you set 
y o u r  h e a rt u pon .

T h e n  y o u  m u st lo v e  him — “  with a ll th y  soul,”  that is, all you r 
•spiritual n atu re , y o u r  lon g in gs and asp irations, must be tow ards him . 
E v e ry  fa c u lty  o f  th e  Ronl m ust be turned to  a  closer and m ore intim ate 
u n ion  w ith  H im , to  see and know H im  in  a ll his m anifestations; to  
o b e y  H im  an d  serve  H im  so as to show  y o u r  all-absorbing love. T he 
a tt itu d e  o f  th e  sou l sh ou ld  thus be one o f  constant and endless adora­
t io n  a n d  d ev o tion . N ever  doubting o r  va cilla tin g  fo r  an instant until 
it  rea ch es  a  co m p le te  an d  endless union, a  p er fe ct  harm ony and peace.
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Tbu cannot be attained at oooe, the sou 1 nioat grow onward and up. 
ward, and aa it grows, ita capacities enlarge and it become* capable of 
higher and fuller love and a more complete knowledge of God's will. 
And aa ita knowledge grow» it realize* more keenly the beauty and 
harmony of the universe. It can make now, better, faster, and eon. 
scion* advance and its lore becomes grander and more spiritual still.

Few people understand bow their love can be e x p re ss e d  by their 
strength, by their physical nature. They love God in a way, and go to 
cborch, etc., but in the shop or the office God ia forgotten, yet He is 
there. He ia manifested in everything, and by doing every act for Him, 
by feeling His presence and that yon are bat His servant doing H is  
will, yon acknowledge your love for Him. T h n s  you come to work for 
the work's sake, not for your own personal gain, but because He gave 
you certain faculties and abilities and yon love Him so truly that you do 
your best. You must use this strength, this body, somehow, so you 
sacrifice it to Him to show your love. Everything you do, you do 
perfectly, for He is Perfect: let completeness, beauty and harmony of 
workmanship and finish be manifest for love of your Lord. It is now a 
privilege to work. He is the Master; and you have no feeling of ownership, 
it is your privilege to show how you love Him. This is the true renun­
ciation ; in your strength you have loved your God. It is in this work, 
this service that one can truly attain the state of mind of not looking 
forward to the morrow. You have yonr work for the present, the Master 
will keep you busy, every one is worthy of his hire, but to him who 
works not no hire is given.

With the mind the attitude ia the same, but the possibilities much 
greater. Here also comes in the hardest struggle, for the mind is the 
most active and elusive function of man’s nature- We are to love with 
all our mind, but before one can atop it a thousand thoughts rush 
through; thoughts good and evil, holy and unholy, elevating and de­
grading. This is bad; evil thoughts are crimes on the mental and moral 
planes. An evil thought must be avoided like an evil act, for the sin is 
as great, and more often greater. To bring our thoughts under control 
is the greatest straggle of all and must be done else our love will he 
poor and bedraggled, broken in pieces by the evil swarms rushing 
through. The first necessity, if wo would carry out our Teacher's plan 
is, therefore, thought-control and purification. Every time an evil thought 
rushes in, unbidden, drive it out; will that you shall he proof against 
it ; pray for help and tarn your mind to God. Oh, the battles you 
will have, but you cannot but succeed, and the greater the struggle the 
more complete the victory. By thus forever turning your thoughts 
back to God, by weeding out evil and the semblance of evil, with a 
watchfulness that never flags, the mind dwells on God, the supreme 
Love, by habit. Every good thought helps to drive away an opposing 
evil thought, till by and by they cannot approach yon. You now have, 
u* it were, an atmosphere of good around you and you become free from 
ah suggested evil, and evil actions are practically exterminated. But
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th e  stru g g le  is long, life long , and the vigilance must never cease 
f o r  th e  d o o r  trace le ft  open m ay let in  seven devils worse than the 
first. T h a t  is  w h y  it  is so necessary to keep yon r m ind occupied w ith  
som e h ig h  an d  en n ob lin g  th ou gh t or train o f  thoughts and ideas, until 
th e  on e  g re a t  th o u g h t becom es fixed and stays steadfastly in  the m ind.
A ll  y o n r  th o u g h ts  be in g  thus brought under subjection to  the will, you  
w ill  see  c le a re r  th e  harm onies o f nature- Y o u r  m ind w ill forever be 
sea rch in g  fo r  n ew  beauties and harm onies in G od’s laws. And 
lo v in g  M im  as m an ifested  on  the m ind-plane you  will fo llow  and live 
u p  to  w h a te v e r  becom es known- Y ou begin  to be a true Philosopher, 
a  lo v e r  o f  W isd o m , G od ’s W isdom  made m anifest. Y ou  see the laws o f 
N a tu re  in a  new  lig h t , and w hatever is o f  truth , love, justice, m  fact 
w h a te v e r  is  h arm onious y ou  use and th in k  and do, and thus you  have 
fu lfille d  th e  law . Y o u  love  H im  with a ll y o u r  m ind and you  show it  
to  h im  in  secret, b y  y o u r  life . A ll th e  realm s o f  the intellect are 
th u s op en  to  serv ice , an d  th e  m ore you know  o f  nature the more you 
can  d e v o te  to  y o u r  love -o fferin g . These are the fou r  personal phases 
o f  y o u r  lo v e  an d  d u ty . T h e y  concern y o u  alone and can  be practised 
by  a  R o b in so n  C ru soe  on  h is  deserted island. I t  is m ostly  internal and 
in tro sp e c tiv e  ; y o u  need n ot show  or te ll any  one anyth ing  about ft ; 
y o u  are  th e  ju d g e , y o u r  soul the accused, y o u r  conscience the accuser. 
S earch  y o u r  th o u g h ts  and deeds and love , and p ick  out the flaws o f  
p e rso n a lity , se lfh o o d  an d  separation, u n til se lf is lost, sunk in  the love, 
th e  d e v o t io n  o f  y o n r  ev ery  fa cn lty  to  the L o rd  o f  T ruth  w hom  yon  serve.

T h e  la st p art o f  o u r  lesson bas the m ost tangible and yet one o f 
th e  m o s t  d ifficu lt o f  applications. L ove y o u r  neighbour. W h o  is he. 
H e  is  e v e ry b o d y , o f  ev ery  nation , race, and creed. N o one is le ft  out 
b y  th e  M a ste r  in h is ca llin g  the Sam aritan— hated , despised, and shun­
n e d —  th e  J ew s ’  n e igh bou r. H e  is to be to  y o n  as you rself ; not this one 
m ore  an d  th a t  one less. Y o u r  love is to  be so  pure and exalted that 
th e re  is  n o  room  fo r  a n y th in g  like  hate. E v e ry  m an, wom an and child 
is t o  b e  to  y o u  as broth er, w ife  and son. T h e  purest, best and noblest 
e m o tio n  y o u  are ca p a b le  o f, nothing séfcond-rate dah. bé offered in 
sa cr ifice  an d  th is  is y o n r  o fferin g  to H im . I f  he iffhnngirjr feed him , 
a n d  fe e l  th e  sa tis fa ction , f o r  you feed  y o u rse lf; clothe him  and yon 
c lo th e  y o u r s e lf .  B u t becau se  o f  yonr lo v e  fo r  0-ocP, you  do not feel 
th a t  y o u  g iv e . Y  on are th e  servant, b y  w h om  H e feeds h is poor and 
n e e d y  ch ild . T h u s  you  see th e  B rotherhood  o f  H um anity, you  see how  
a ll are  e q u a l. I t  m ak es l ife  absolutely com m u n istic , it destroys the idea 
o f  “  m eum  and t u u m th é  idea o f  p rop erty . B ut yon  have already 
lo s t  th a t. W h a t  is  y o u r ’ s, w hat is y o n r  p rop erty  ? I t  is w hat yon  
d e s ire  an d  w a n t ; th e  in stan t you d o  n o t  w ant it you th row  it  
a w a y . B u t  h a v in g  seen  th a t you  are o n ly  the' steward, the servant 
w h o  h as th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  u sin g  and d is tr ib u tin g  H is w ealth, you  
d o  n o t  c o n n t  it  g a in  o r  loss. You m e re ly  used his property  as 
w o u ld  p lea se  H im . U n p r a c t ic a l?  No. H e  w ou ld  not have uttered it 
w e re  i t  u n a tta in a b le . W a it  t i ll  you can  t r u ly  and fu lly  put it  in  

5
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practice and th en  you  m ay ju d ge . T i l l  th e n , fo l lo w  th e  pa th , and if 
you  m ake an y  advance at a ll y ou  d o  w e ll. T h e  id ea l is  h ig h , v e ry  h igh , 
but Jesus cou ld  teach  the h ig h e st id e a l, f o r  H e  c o u ld  see perfection . 
T hat is H is idea l in  a ll th ings. P e r fe c t io n . D o  n o t  re s t  t i l l  y o u  attain 
ik_ C onstant s tru g g le  w ill a lw ays su cceed . B e  th e  t im e  lo n g  o r  short, 
you  w ill be p er fect . A n d  he w h o  is  p e r fe c t  sh a ll b e  as th e  M aster. 
T hat is H is  encouragem ent. T o u r  l ife  h ere  is  f o r  th is  p er fection , the 
hardest b low s are w h ere  y o u  la ck  th e  m o s t  ; w a tch , a n d  see  w h a t the 
lesson is.

T h is  d ictu m  o f  Jesus, taken  fr o m  th e  o ld  la w  o f  th e  H e b re w s  and 
orig in atin g  before h is tim e, is fo u n d  p a ra lle le d  in  th o s e  m ost ancient 
o f  scriptures, th e  Sanskrit. A n d  in  th em  i t  is  m o s t  w o n d e r fu lly  am p li­
fied and exp la ined  ! sh ow in g  th e  u n iv e rs a lity  o f  G o d ’ s tru th  and 
the tru e  in sp iration  o f  the o ldest w r ite rs . T h u s  in  th e  H in d u  P h ilo so ­
p h y  w e find : B h ak ti T o g a , the u n io n  w ith  th e  D iv in e  th ro u g h  love  
and d e v o tio n ; R â ja  T o g a , u n ion  th r o u g h  c o n tr o l  o f  th e  m in d  and 
senses, and th e ir  con cen tration  o n  th e  O n e  ; K a r m a  T o g a ,  u n ion  b y  
action  on  the m ateria l p lane, b y  s a c r if ic in g  ea ch  d e e d  o n  th e  a lta r  o f  
love  o f  G od. T h en  one m ust n o t  f o r g e t  th a t  w o n d e r fu l  lo v e  o f  a ll 
creatures th a t ch aracterises  th e  B u d d h a ’ s te a ch in g . T h u s  a re  w e  a ll 
raised b y  th e  pa th  w e  are to  trave l. “  I f  y e  c o n t in u e  in  m y  w o rd , then  
are y e  m y  d iscip les in d eed .”

A .  F . K .

TH E  EV O LU TIO N  O F T H E  SO U L.
[T h e  fo llo w in g  b r ie f  ab stra ct o f  on e  o f  M rs . B e s a n t ’ s S a n  F ra n cisco  

lectures on  th e  above  su b ject  is  r e p u b lis h e d  fr o m  The E xam iner.']

“ 'T V H E  question  has been  a sk ed  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in ,”  sh e  said, 
X  “  w h ere  does m an  com e fr o m  ? A n s w e r s  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  to  th is  

question  fro m  th e  m ateria listic  p o in t  o f  v ie w  o f  sc ie n ce  a n d  from  th e  
sp iritu a l a sp ect o f  re lig ion , n ow  w it h  w is d o m , n o w  v e ile d  w ith  th e  ig n o ­
rance o f  m an. T h a t sam e a n cie n t q u e s t io n  is  th e  q u estion  w e  are  to  
deal w ith  to -n ig h t. W e  are t r y in g  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  
evo lu tion  o f  th e  soul.

“  L e t  m e g la n ce  f o r  a  m om en t a t  th o s e  o th e r  v ie w s  o f  th e  sou l—  
those p u t fo rw a rd  b y  m a teria lis tic  s c ie n ce , th o se  a d v a n c e d  b y  th e  enem ies 
o f  re lig ion — so th a t  w e  m a y  b e tte r  k n o w  s o m e th in g  o f  th e ir  th e o r ie s . 
T he qu estion  scien ce  te lls  us w h e n  l im ite d  t o  m a n  ca n n o t  b e  u n d e rs to o d  
save as a p art o f  an  e v o lv in g  w h o le . T o  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  
the hum an sou l th e y  te l l  us w e  m u s t  k n o w  s o m e th in g  o f  th e  e v o lu t io n  
o f  the universe. I t  tak es us b a ck  t o  d im , d is ta n t  a ges , w h e re  th e re  w ere  
no suns, no g lo b e s ; w h en  m a tter  w a s  in  its  p r is t in e  s ta te . S c ie n ce  says 
noth ing  o f  th e  m o tiv e  fo rce  th a t  s e t  th e  u n iv e rs e  g o in g , i t  is  sa tis fied  
w ith  th in gs as th ey  are. C o m in g  d o w n  t h r o u g h  th e  a g e s  i t  sh o w s  us 
condensing and co o lin g  g lob es  w h e n  t h e  p o s s ib il it ie s  o f  l i fe  a p p ea r, a n d  
then traces th e  on w a rd  p rogress  t o  th e  t im e  w h e n  th e  p r o to p la s m  is
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ev o lv e d , • an d  still onw ard w hen creatures o f greater com plexity, o f 
com p lica ted  organism , are evolved, and through  millenium after m ille- 
n iu m — till  th e  evolu tion  o f form s grows u p — gradually leading on to 
c iv iliza tion . A n d  sw eeping down currents o f ages we find grow ing 
races o f  m en , in  ou r ow n tim e, in w h ich  the intellect is grow ing 
and th e  m in d  sh ow in g  greater powers, and still onward to a golden age 
w h en  w h a t is gen ius to -d ay  w ill he the com m on condition of humanity, 
an d  m an  sh a ll reach  the noblest form  o f  civilization and stand on the 
p in n a cle , th e  con qu eror o f  his evolution.

44 A h , th en , m aterialism  tells us, w ill  com e a dow nw ard course of 
d eteriora tion , gen iu s shall disappear, m orality  grow  less powerful, and 
on  d o w n w a rd  t ill  the hum an race is back  in  its prim eval sim plicity, and 
s t ill  o n w a rd  and on w ard  t ill finally m aterialism  gives us nothing of 
th e  u n iverse  save a g lob e  w here there is no life , a globe fu ll o f ruins and 
deso la tion . A n d  finally  these crashing globes fa ll against each other 
a n d  m e lt  in to  th e  p rim eva l matter from  w hich  they were evolved. 
E v e ry th in g  shall van ish  as th ou gh  it h ad  never been, and a dead w orld 
re d u ce d  to  p ow d er  sh a ll leave no trace o f  th e  existence o f man. Such a 
p ro s p e c t  has been  la id  be fore  us by  in telligent men.

“  L e t  us g la n ce  at an oth er view  o f th e  evolution o f man. I  can 
s ca rce ly  ca ll  i t  ev o lu tion . W h en  we look  at this view  o f the human 
sou l te rr ib le  d ifficu lties m eet us.

“ W e  see upon one sou l stam ped a ch aracter that m arks its destiny 
fr o m  th e  earliest years o f  its  baby  life. I t  is  bora  into the w orld  w ith  
ten d en cies  to  b e  co rru p t, cru el and evil, and w hen  w e look  aghast at that 
sou l fre sh  from  th e  hands o f  its  M aker, w e  naturally  ask, w h y  is it  that 
h a v in g  d o n e  n o th in g  to  deserve such a destin y  it  should be  b o m  into 
th e  w o r ld , d oom ed  to  ca rry  a ll its  m isery to  th e  grave and then beyond 
in to  e tern ity . T h is  is  w h a t th ey  tell us o f  heredity . Then there is the 
so u l h o rn  in  h a p p y  e n v iro n m e n t ; it is so d irected  b y  surroundings, by  the 
l i f e  o f  o th ers , its  paren ts and fam ily , th a t it  w ill  be alm ost driven into 
h a p p in e s s ; t o  d o  w ro n g  goes against its  tendencies. Its destiny is 
to w a r d  e tern a l happ iness.

“  W o u ld  y o u  ca ll  such  a  w orld  a w o r ld  o f  justice ? C ould it  be 
ru le d  b y  su ch  a  O n e  as is D ivine Ju stice  and L ove at once ? There 
are  th o se  w h o  say  th e  im m orta l destiny han gs upon the soul’ s life  on 
ea rth . O n e w as a lm ost d riven  into happiness by circum stances it  could 
n o t  re s is t , th e  o th e r  w as com pelled  to  suffer. I f  that w ere so, life  
d e p e n d e d  o n  ch an ce , e tern ity  depended on  chance, but there w as no 
ju s t ic e , n o  lo v e . T h a t  th eory  is only a  le g a cy  o f the dark ages o f  
C h r is t ia n ity , w h en  th e  k n ow led ge of the tru e  doctrine disappeared in 
fa c e  o f  a ll  th e  d eg ra d a tion  and m isery. I  w o u ld  not have you  th in k  I 
a m  b r in g in g  y o u  a  n ew  doctrine ; it  be lon gs  to  every religion. W f  
are only re s to r in g  to  C hristian ity  w h a t w as once part o f Christi* 
doctrine, it was ta u g h t  in  th e  first to the fifth  centuries o f Christiar
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“  The relation between G od and the hum an sou l is lik e  a spark 
thrown out from  that one fire, a  ra y  fro m  th a t one sun, th e  life  that is 
the Jife o f  the universe. That spark , th a t  ray , th a t seed takes human 
form  first as an em bryo , a seed, a  g e rm  'w ith e v e ry  p o w e r  in  i t  to  deve­
lop itself in to .the h ighest form» th en  b y  th e  sun  o f  h u m an  happiness, by 
the rain o f  hum an sorrow , the seed d ev e lop s , one b y  on e  its  powers 
unfold, all that is la tent becom es m an ifest. T h a t  sou l develops into 

,the divine m an , the perfected  hum an  .life ; i t  g ro w s  in to  th e  conscious­
ness, the pow er, the love  o f  the .d iv in ity , # 1.1 naan sh ow s  th e  B iv in e  
im age that is w ith in  him .

“  T here are souls so in fantile  in  th e ir  m e n ta lity  th ey  can n ot rem em ­
ber events from  d ay  to  d a y ; the m en  a m o n g  th e  savages o f  N orthern 
A ustralia  w ho cannot carry  m em ory  o v e r  th e  g u l f  o f  sleep , w h o  cannot 
count on  the sun risin g  in  the m orn in g , a n d  as fo r  th e ir  m orals, the w ord 
is an absurdity  used in  connection  w ith  th em . T h e y  k n o w  n o t  love  or 
hatred, loya lty  o r  treachery, th ey  ca n n o t co n ce iv e  o f  v irtu e , th ey  are 
conscious on ly  o f  sensations. C om pa re  th e m  w ith  su ch  sou ls as those o f  
L on gfe llow , H olm es, W ash in gton , L in co ln , an d  th e n  rea lize  th e  g u lf  be­
tw een them .

“  T here is no con n ection  b etw een  d ea th  o f  th e  b o d y  an d  th e  soul. 
The soul still lives on. W h a t so r t  o f  l i fe  are  y o n  g o in g  to  p rov id e  for  
the sou l on  the o th e r  side  o f  e te rn ity  ?  T h e  q u estion  is  th e  sam e as f o r  
the w ell-developed  sou l. W h a t  is  g o in g  to  h a p p en  to  i t  w e  d o n ’t  very  
clearly  Jonpw; w e are to ld  it  is a  m ystery ,' th a t  w e  sh a ll k n o w  com e day 
¡but that n ow  w e kiuryv n o t w h at w ill  b e co m e  o f  i t  in  th a t  in v is ib le  w orld .

“  A fte r  a  tim e the sou l has to  re tu rn  to  earth» b a ck  to  th e  place 
w here i t  can  g ro w , w here th ere  a re  p o ss ib ilit ie s  p f  .its developm en t, 
where it  w ill m eet the g rea t sou ls.

T here are stages ev iden t in  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  h u m a n ity . T h e  firp.t 
stage is  the in fan cy  o f  the sou l, w h e n  i t  g a th ers  e x p e r ie n ce  b y  sen­
sation. T he y ou n g  sou l has m a n y  an  e x p e r ie n ce  o f  p leasu re , an d  o f 
pain, som etim es its  experiences a re  te rr ib le , som etim es  d e lig h tfu l.

| Sensation is th e  g rea t tea ch er  o f  tb e  so u l d u r in g  th ese  ea rly  ages.

| E ven  th e  son ls m id w ay  to w a rd  th e ir  y o u th  are  m o v e d  b y  sensa­
tions, m ore b y  passion  than  b y  rea son . T h e y  d o n ’ t  w a n t to  s i t  qu iet 
and th ink, tfiey  w an t an active  l i fe ,  f u l l  o f  p o w e r fu l  sen sation s , con stan t 
excitem ent, and i f  th e  on tside  l i fe  is  n o t  fu l l  o f  c la t te r  th e  jbou1 g oes  to 
.sleep. Y o u  can  see th em  a ll a rou n d  y o u  a ll th e  .tim e. T h e ir  con sciou s­
ness is  scarcely  w ork in g . A l l  th is  is  th e  e a r ly  l i f e  o f  th e  evolution o f  
the s o u l ; and as the sou l g ro w s  o ld e r  th ese  sen sa tion s g iv e  p ictu res  to  
th e  soul. N ow  a lit t le  ch an ge ta k e s  p la c e  in  th e  d ir e c t in g  fo rce , th e  
m ind is beg in n in g  to  d irect the g r o w th  a n d  tp  h a v e  its  e ffe c t  u p on  the 
soul 5 m ental im ages are b e g in n in g  to  b a tt le  w ith  sen sa tion s an d  to 
dom inate the coa rse  o f  the sou l.

“  W e  are com in g  to  the s e co n d  s ta g e  o f  h u m a n  eyo ln tin n , in  w h ich  
many men and w om ^n are to -d a y , t^ o  ^ tagc o f  the
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passions have still pow er to move you, but there is a voice that comes 
from  w ith in  you  and cautions you against unrighteous tempta­
tion . Y o u  ca ll it  conscience. W hat is it  P. The memory of the soul, 
the im peria l vo ice  bidding it resist the m om entary pleasure and have 
the m ore lasting rew ard. The soul w hich yields to temptations of 
desire is  the soul w hich has not in its memory the experience of sorrow 
w h ich  such  a  fa ll w ould  cause. If the soul be not yet strong enough, 
then those senses drag it again into suffering, and another image is 
created  w h ich  strengthens the memory o f the soul. When the soul is 
able to  h o ld  its  ow n, hpw  sweet the peace, when it has kept itself un­
stained, unsoiled. Sudh a soul comes into the world again a higher type, 
W herein the stru ggle  is grow ing less and the will is conquering desire.

T h is  brings us to the th ird stage. N ow  the soul has become the 
conqueror, h a v in g  becom e m aster of the anim al nature it draws strength 
from  th e h igher w orld. I t  has mind pow er, art power, moral power, 
w h ich  sh ow  them selves as the guiding forces. Such men are found 
am on gst us, our leaders in  the world o f thought, o f morality, o f great 
a rt achievem ents, m aking  the world better and more beautiful. They 
ga th ered  strength  from  defeat and all the sufferings that once tortured 
th e ir  ex isten ce  have been changed into m em ory. Onward and onward 
g row s  th e  sou l out o f the ordinary track o f  human evolution, the higher 
p ow ers are sh ow ing, m an has grown pure in his thought, built up his 
m en ta l an d  m ora l character. Such a soul is nearing the goal o f its evolu­
tion .

| S h a ll w e  despise the soul because o f  its youth, its imperfection ? 
S om e o f  y o u  m ay  have brothers and sisters in the cradle stage, while 
y o u  are in  y o u r  sp lend id  y o u t h ; what you  are to-day the baby will some­
tim e  be. T h ose  y ou n g  souls shall g row  as w e have grown. There 
are o ld e r  sou ls than  w e, th at stand aB h igh  above us as we are above the 
crim in a ls . W h e n  y ou  see the undeveloped soul, the crim inal, the savage, 
th e  th ie f  o r  m urderer, th ink  that that soul is divine the same as yours, as 
th e  h o lie s t  sa in t th at ever ornam ented hum anity. In  years the evolution 
o f  th a t sou l w ill be  perfect. W h at we are to-day, it shall be in years 
to  com e. T o  th e  low est, the vilest, m ake you r appeal to the noblest in 
t h e m ; n ot to  th e  brute, but to the spark o f  the Divine that is in them.

“  L e t  us take the goa l o f evolution o f  the soul. To what are we to 
com e  ? Home sou ls are older than we, souls that have finished their 
ev o lu tion , in  w h om  th e  D iv in ity  shines ou t undimmed. H ow  did they 
m ak e th e ir  last steps P W h a t condition surrounds them to*day P They 
n ou rish ed  com passion , love, tenderness fo r  everything that lives, subju­
g a te d  th e  low er  nature, they never knew a  suffering that they did not 
t ry  to  ligh ten , an d  th e ir  last lives on earth  w ere lives o f everlasting 
love . W h e n  th is sou l has becom e perfect, then opens the glorious possi­
b ilit ie s  o f  superhum an life  beyond— o f D iv in e  consciousness, D ivine 
p ow er, D iv in e  life , w h ich  it  has gained the r ig h t  to enjoy. W hen it has 
fin ish ed  its hum an evolu tion  there is that m ystic  silence in heaven and
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on earth w hile  nature listens to  h ea r  w h a t th is  sou l w ill  do  that is 
standing on the very  threshold o f  th e  w orld . W il l  i t  leave  th e  earth, 
pass aw ay from  htiman existence, fro m  the earth  w h ere  its  evolution 
w ent on P W ill it. turn hack to  th e  w o r ld  i t  has a  r ig h t  to  leave ? 
Som e o f these souls turn hack, som e rem ain . H a v in g  g ro w n  perfect in 
wisdom  and in love th ey  cannot leave  th ese  sou ls on  earth  in  ignorance 
to suffer. They  are so pure and tran slu cen t, th e  v e r y  l ig h t  o f  God 
shines through them  undim m ed, an d  th e y  ca rry  th a t  l ig h t  to  hum anity 
as I  beacon light to  tell us w hat m en h a v e  d o n e  in  th e  p a s t  and w hat 
men m ay do in the future. T h at is  th e  en d  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  soul. 
W hat the M asters are, all m en shall b e  in  th e  fu tu re .

"  W h a t m ay be before ns we ca n n o t te ll , o n ly  th is , in  hum anities 
ye t unborn we shall be the helpers an d  th e  teach ers . S u ch  is  th e  evolu ­
tion o f  the sonl w h ich  is  to ld  b y  th e  D iv in e  w isd o m , w h ic h  in  the 
m odern phrase is know n as T h eosop h y .”

A . B .

YOGA INSTRUCTION
FROM SPIRIT-LAND.

IN the April number of Borderland Mr. Stead publishes a further in­
stalment of the ** Message from Julia"  obtained by automatic writing 

done by his own hand—| Julia” beiug supposed to be the disembodied 
spirit (Kama-lokio-entity) of a female friend of his who died some 
live years ago. Practical instructions have been given to call forth the 
doubles of the living as well as of the departed, and how to hold converse 
with them. The conditions stated are: First,—that you should have the 
heart of a child, with its innocence and simplicity, always thinking first 
of what it perceives, and not always of itself. Secondly,—with the heart 
of a child you must have the keen reason and common sense of a man, 
its there are plenty of illusions, and many pitfalls. The third require­
ment is patience, combined with hope that would never weary. Super- 
added into all these there should be the promptings of love to enter the 
quest.

In regard to physical conditions, it is necessary that you should he 
iu good health, that you should keep yor" body always dean, take exer­
cise, and ea: wholesome and sufficient diet without, being a strict vege­
tarian, In the case of married persons there need be no forced absti­
nence from conjugal union.

After these preliminaries you should get to a place where you can 
be alone, so as to induce a perfectly tranquil mood and have peace of 
mind. Securing yourself from intrusion and disturbance, yon. must adopt 
any easy posture that may suit you free from all disoomfort, and with­
out lying down or kneeliug you should sit down comfortably, shut your 
eyes and become passive, so as to let the outer-world slacken its hold 
on you and allow the real world within to make itself felt. You must 
then think of the person whom yon wish to see, make a thought image
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o f  h im , as i f  y on  w ere actually creating him , and all the while let your 
h eart an d  sou l g o  ou t in  a  steady longing fo r  h im  to come. I f  you do 
th is  stead ily  an d  in  the r igh t spirit you w ill be able to see each other 
and h ear each  o th er  sp eak ; the image w ill at first be a clairvoyant 
v is ion , b u t  a fter  a tim e some persons w ill be able to materialize it suffi­
c ien tly  fo r  i t  to  be  v is ib le  to  the physical eye in  broad day, w hile others 
w ou ld  on ly  be  conscions o f  the astral presence.

“  B e  a lo n e ; b e  s i le n t ; be in a mood to  re ce iv e ; and you w ill be able 
t o  v e r ify  w h a t I  say,”  says Julia. “  W h y  should you with a heritage—  
as d escribed  above, l iv e  on ly  in the m aterial senses ? W h y , when you 
ca n  d e fy  tim e  an d  space and live with you r friends, no matter how 
fa r  y o u  m a y  b e  severed, should you live  and think and act as if  you 
w ere  con fin ed  to  the narrow  cell bounded b y  you r physical conscious­
ness ? A l l  th a t it  needs is to  be  alone, to  be  silent, to  be passive. There 
are m a n y  th in gs to  be  learned, many stages to  be passed through, but 
m ak e a b e g in n in g ; an d  k n ow  that what you  know  o f  the reality o f the 
D ou b le , w h ich  a t present goes like  the w in d  where it listeth, is for  you 
a  s ig n  an d  a  p led ge  o f  th e  possibility o f  m aking  the sense-world appear 
b u t as a  du n geon  w ith  th e  im m ense potentialities o f  the sp irit.”

T h e  w h ole  o f  th e  m essage as given in extehso in  Borderland should 
be  rea d  t o  b e  fu lly  appreciated . It  was subm itted to  Mr. Lead beater as 
a  T h eosop h iea l aspect, and h e  thus w rites :— “  H er statements appear to 
m e  t o  b e  p er fe ctly  accurate, and I  should have no doubt at all that the 
resu lts  she describes cou ld  b e  attained a lon g  the lines w hich she indi­
ca tes. I  sh ou ld  h ow ever  strongly  insist upon  the necessity o f the ex­
p erim en ter  su b je c t in g  h im self to severe m oral training, first o f all, in 
o rd e r  th a t  h e  m a y  n o t  m ake an im proper use o f  h is powers when he 
acqu ires th em . I  w o u ld  also attach m ore  im portance to  celibacy, vege­
tarian ism , an d  abstinence from  A lcoh ol.”

M r. L o ck , a  d isc ip le  o f  Sw edenborg, th u s g ives his opinion regard­
in g  th is  co m m u n ica tio n :— ”  W ith  the excep tion  o f  one o r  tw o points the 
p a p e r  seem s t o  m e  to  b e  a ll r ig h t , and I  am  very  glad to  see so much 
in s isten ce  u p on  th e  im portan ce  o f  never losin g  control o f  our faculties. 
P o te n tia lly  w e  are a ll c la irvoyan t, but th e  w hole  social conditions are 
a ga in st th e  d eve lop m en t o f  the facu lty. Then, also, constitution has 
m u ch  t o  d o  w ith  it . T h ose  born  under p a s m e  i i 'w  o f  the Zodiac, as 
C an cer, P isces , a n d  V ir g o , are m uch m ore susceptible than others. T h e 
in fo rm a tio n  g iv en  con ta in s knowledge handed down the ages by  
R o s i  c ru c ia n s  an d  o th ers , and expressed in  different form s. Julia has 
ex p ressed  th e  tru th  in  th e  sim plest and least objectionable form . Y ou  
n eed  n o t  h a v e  th e  s ligh test ob jection  to  p u b lish in g  it— nor the slightest 
fea r .”

A m o n g  com m u n ica tion s from  the sp ir it  w orld, the m essages o f  
J u lia  sh o w  an  earnestness and frankness th at is  very  remarkable. T h e 
d e a r  p ra c t ica l sense, honesty  o f  purpose an d  the upright and frank 
m eth od s  o f  M r. S tea d , w h o serves as th e  m edium , have undoubted ly
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the course o f  S ignor M arconi's experim ents, was that the receiver acted even 
when enclosed iu a perfectly close m etallic box.

The “  Encyclopaedia o f  Indian R esearch”  is described  as an enterprise 
directed from  V ienna, the ch ief organ izer and ed itor  bein g  Professor
6 . Buhler, Its  ob ject is to present a su rvey  o f  the “  languages, religion, 
history, antiquities, and art o f  India .”  E ach  con tribu tion  is said to  embody 
the life w ork o f  a  specialist, the several su b jects  be in g  treated b y  leading 
experts o f various nationalities. T h e E n g lish  language is used as far as 
possible, w ith a view  o f  m aking the w ork  m ore  usefu l in  the Eastern and 
W estern worlds. A m on g  the su b jects  that have a lready appeared are, 
“ A ncient Indian Law  and Custom ” ; “  the Sankhya and Y o g a  Schools of 
Thought” ; “  Buddhism ” ; iS Sanskrit S yn tax” ; “  In d ian  Palaeography.”  The 
great subject o f  Fedtc Literature has been  treated b y  P rofessor A . A. Mac* 
donell, (D eputy Boden Professor at O x ford ) in  seven ch a p te rs ; 1st, dealing 
with its philosophy, general characteristics, prim eval sources, and relation to 
other system s; 2nd, V ed ic  conceptions o f  the w orld  and its orig in  ; 3rd, list 
of Vedic gods on scientific principles o f  classification , w ith  a w ealth o f  origi­
nal tex ts ; 4th, the world of mythical priests and heroes, th e  con n ectin g  links 
between the traditional period of In d ian  h istory , and an ancient period lost 
sight of; 5th, part played by animals and inanim ate ob je cts  in  Indian 
mythology; 6th, brief survey of the w orld  of sp irits and dem ons, a  realm 
that seems to contain the recollections of races and re lig ion s o f  a  still more 
pre-histrionic type; 7th, Vedic conceptions with regard to  death and the life  to 
come. That this great subject has been assign ed  to  an E n glish  scholar is, 
they say, an honour to England.

At the Blavatsky Lodge Meeting, on the 17th instant, Mrs. Cooper* 
Oakley lectured on “ The Brothers from Asia.” The lecture was an account 
of a most interesting discovery made by herself, in the course of her investi­
gations into the lives of the Mystics of the last century. In her reading she 
had often been struck with the similarity which existed between the teach­
ing of St. Martin and others, with that of the Theosophical Society, and in 
the course of further research she came across traces of a Society founded 
in Berlin in 1780, which appeared in objects and teaching to be identical 
with the T. S.. and to have been founded under the same Eastern auspices. 
It bore the title of the Lodge of the Brothers of Asia, and out of a number of 
secret societies with which Europe was honey-combed at that time, this 
appears to have been the one most virulently attacked. The pamphlet 
which had afforded her the most information was written in defence of 
this Society by one of its initiates, and a short account of it has been written 
by Mr. Bertram Keightley, at Mrs. Cooper-Oakley’s request, and appears in 
the current number of Lucifer.

From this, and some other clues which are being followed up, it appears 
evident that an attempt was made to found a Society with aims and objects 
similar to those with which we are familiar, on a basis of free-masonry, and 
it is also distinctly stated that this was one of several more or less abortive 
attempts, made by the “ Brothers in Asia,” to bring the light of Eastern 
philosophy to the West, in different centuries.

Mrs. C ooper-Oakley has thus made known a most interesting confirma­
tion, from entirely outside sources, of statements regarding this very sub. 
jeet made by H- P. B. in the “ Key to Theosophy” and elsewhere.
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W e learn that ethical qualifications were specially insisted on in all 
candidates fo r  initiation to the Order; that they must openly confess a 
G od (and mark, this was the age of Y olta ire); that no religious faith was 
barred from  their ranks; that their first object was the unity of hu­
m anity ; that they had a real knowledge o f the meaning of symbols which 
w ere com m on to  masonry, but little understood by masons in their real 
significance (another confirmation of statements by B. P. B .); that they 
were pledged not to persecute, and to be tolerant to all sects, and to 
w ork  fo r  the “  Brotherhood of Asia” ; finally they did not claim that the higher 
teachers from  whom  they derived their knowledge, were with them in their 
European Lodges.

Students w ill be much interested in this discovery, and probably Mrs. 
O akley is on ly  at the beginning of her work in this direction, as indications 
w ere not w anting that some o f the better known mystics, such as Cagliostro 
and C ount St. Germain, m ay be found to have been closely connected with 
this interesting Society.

M r. Leadbeater spoke in the same Lodge on the 10th instant, on “  Some 
R ecurrent Questions.”  In  the course of this lecture, the subject of which 
had been  suggested by  the frequent repetition of enquiries directed to the 
same points in  the Vdluin and elsewhere, M r. Leadbeater cleared up various 
difficulties in a very felicitous manner. The first topic dealt with was the 
relationship o f the H igher and Lower Manas, the question of its duality being 
so o ften  raised. The lecturer suggested that if  students would endeavour to 
regard  the seven-fold nature of man more from  the Indian standpoint—of 
Sheaths o f  the One Self— rather than as a group of separate principles, they 
w ou ld  probab ly  grasp the teaching more readily. A  point of special interest 
was the statem ent that the Manasic vehicle— the causal hody—is composed of 
that m onadic essence w hich has passed through all the lower kingdoms in 
the cou rse  o f  its evolution. Man would be ensouled on that level by the third 
ou tpou rin g  w hich  com es from  the First Logos. In  the union of these two 
lines o f  evolution  is found the germ which is the reoZ man—the man, who, in 
the cou rse  o f  successive incarnations puts down into the lower planes so 
m uch  o f  h im self as his stage o f growth permits, and who uses bodies com­
posed  o f  the m atter o f  the several planes. Thus, the mind-body belongs to 
the fo u r  rupa levels o f  Devachan, and it is this portion o f Manas which has 
b een  term ed L ow er Manas, as distinct from  the whole Manas on the arnpa 
levels. I t  is im portant to  remember that none o f the vehicles can express 
m an in  h is totality .

A n oth er  poin t o f  deep interest had reference to the nature of the Logoi. 
M r. L eadbeater said that m uch confusion and misconception prevailed in the 
Use o f  th is term , especially  in  the mistaken identification of the Logos of our 
ow n  S ystem  w ith  the incom parably greater B eing referred to in the Secret 
D octrine, and elsewhere, as alone existing during Maha-pralaya. What took 
p lace  at the expiration  o f  such a period m ust not be confused with the 
b eg in n in g  o f  the S olar System, although the occult maxim, “  as above so 
be low , ”  w ou ld  no doubt hold good, but it  should be borne in mind that 
betw een  the great D iv in ity  who originated ou r  System out of Himself, and 
the fa r  greater one in  w hom  millions of System s have their existence, there 
com es a  great space in w hich millions of L ogoi m ay be functioning.

E. A . L
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AMERICAN SECTION.

THE GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT.
Bkktiike.v of thk Convention :

The opening words o f any report are naturally o f  greeting and felicita- 
tion. In the case o f  this, the report m ade to the 11th Convention of the 
Theosophical Society in Am erica, otherw ise know n as the Am erican Section 
T. S., they are very properly so, because, in  addition  to  the pleasure felt over 
the completion o f another year in ou r corporate life, we have the satisfaction 
o f knowing that that year has been one o f  healthy grow th, o f unusual 
privilege in the presence and work o f  tw o o f  the m ost em inent liv in g  Theoso- 
phists, and o f rapid recuperation from  the disaster o f  1895. I t  is true, and 
no review would be accurate or fair w hich ignored the fact, that Theosophy 
has been sadly confronted in its influence b y  the inevitable prejudice, even 
ridicule, which has been created in  the pu blic m ind  and the press by 
conspicuous burlesques o f it. N o d ign ified  system  o f  rational philosophy and 
spiritual teaching can escape opprobrium  if  its nam e is  used by a contrary 
system o f irrational sciolism  and unspiritual pretence ; and the opprobrium 
is made more certain if  any palpable fo lly  or  transparent im posture or 
ludicrous claim is used in support. The in con gru ity  o f  asserted truth and 
paraded falsehood is quickly discerned in an in telligent age, and a moral 
revolt turns away the truth-seeker from  any and every  system  which, how­
ever rightfully bearing its name, has u ndergone the d iscred itin g  o f the name 
through travesties o f  it by  those outside. I t  is p robab ly  the fact that most 
movements o f an ethical or  religious ch aracter have had som e such experience 
on their w a y ; and, human nature and aim s and artifices be in g  as we know 
them, it can hardly cause surprise that T heosophy too  should  be subjected to 
just such an era. A n d  yet, painful, saddening, disheartening even, as may be 
the spectacle to the sincere and the devout, there need be no doubt as to the 
final outcome. I t  is not in the nature o f  th in gs that sham s can permanently 
succeed. A ll the forces o f G od and N ature and T ruth  and Masters are 
against th em ; having no root in reality , th ey  are doom ed  to  w ither as sun­
light pours its beams around. A n d  so w e m ay con fidently  expect a time, 
possibly Dot remote, when delusions shall m elt aw ay, and sincere souls m ar­
vel that pretensions and absurdities,- so transparent alike to  reason and the 
moral sense, could ever have m isled them .

In compensation for  detrim ent to  the T heosoph ic cause and obloquy to 
the Theosophic name, the Am erican S ection  has been granted  v is it and labor 
from those two illustrious Theosophists w ho are happ ily  w ith us to-day. It 
might not be delicate to here expatiate la rge ly  upon  either their m erit or  our 
obligations, but it certain ly would n ot be  grace fu l o r  g ratefu l to  pass b y  the 
fact that in the past year the C ountess W ach tm eister ’s w ork  has added 12 
Branches to our roll, and that in three m onths M rs. Besant has added 6, 
besides a number o f  m em bers-at-large, and that pure and undefiled Theosophy 
has been radiated forth  in public and in private, su ffu sin g  the press and 
penetrating into countless minds. S u ch  serv ice  at this epoch  and under pre­
sent conditions has a value which no one can com pu te, and if  any one hesi­
tates to call it “  Providential”  he can  ca ll it “  K a rm ic ,”  thus en joy in g  the as­
surance both that the Section has deserved  it and that the serv ice  w ill be 
triumphant.
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D uring the 14 months of the past Conventional year, there have been 
chartered the follow ing 19 Branches:

NAME. PLACE. DATE.

Pasadena, Calif.......................  July la
Santa Cruz, Calif...............
Seattle, W ash.....................
Spokane, W ash...................
Butte, Montana Ter..........
Sheridan, W yom ing Ter..

U nity Lodge T. S ..................
San Lorenzo T . S ..................
Ananda Lodge T. S..........
Olym pus Lodge T. S ............
Butte L odge T. S ..................
Sheridan T. S .........................
Y ggd rasil T  S ............................. 1 Minneapolis, Minn
Streator T. S ................................  Streator, 111...
F idelity  L odge T. S ..................| Buffalo, N. Y .
Englew ood W hite  Lodge T. 8  Cln«»»«»n Til
M ercury T. S ...............................
Cleveland T. S .............................
N ew  Y o rk  T. S ............................
W ashington  T. S ........................
Topeka T. S ..................................
Eastern P sychology T . S........
Manasa T . 8 ................................
F irst N ew ark Lodge T. S ........ i Newark, N . J
Brotherhood T. S ........................  Denver, Colo,

Chicago, 111.
Brooklyn, N . Y ......
Cleveland, O hio___
New York, N . Y .... 
Washington, D . C..
Topeka, Kansas......
Chicago, 111............
Philadelphia, Pa....

April 13, 
April 29, 
April 30, 
May 1, 
May 24, 
May 27,

In  July, 1896, the DhyanaT. S., Los Angeles, Calif., disbanded. In April 
o f  this year the Boise T. S., Boise City, Idaho Terr., formally surrendered its 
charter and expired. It  had for a long time had an existence little more than 
on paper, and, in  pursuance of that policy o f reality which the American 
Section  has always maintained, its candid extinction was advised by the Gene­
ral Secretary. The number o f Branches is now 32.

The statistics for  the 14 months are as fo llow s: Members admitted, 405j 
restored, 44 • resigned, 1 5 ; died, 3. A llow ing for  names dropped from the 
roll, the num ber o f Branch members is 563; of members-at-large, 140; total, 
703. The num ber last year was 281.

F rom  the K eport o f the Treasurer you w ill perceive that the surplus on 
hand is $675.63, that o f last year being $320.91. Our growing pecuniosity is 
due very largely to the fact that we are still free from the expense of office 
rent, the General Secretary’s w ork being perform ed in his private quarters. 
I t  is probable that in this respect no change will soon become necessary, but 
the grow in g  corespondence and other duty o f the General Secretary’s office 
have com pelled a steadily increasing use o f stenography, and I  have lately 
been ob liged  to arrange, at a very moderate rate, for the services of a steno­
grapher upon four days o f each week. This w ill reduce our future accumula­
tions, possib ly  even our present capital, but it is an outlay forced upon the 
office by  the pressure o f enlarging work, and has been urged by the Execu­
tive  Com m ittee as an imperative measure o f relief.

In  the circu lar announcing the meeting o f  Convention, the General Secre­
tary pointed out that the date fixed therefor by  the Constitution is the 2nd 
Sunday in June, w hich falls this year on the 13th day of the month, but 
that the exceeding im portance o f having with us at Convention the presence 
and counsel o f M rs. Besant, who could not possibly arrive before the 27th, had 
caused the E xecutive Committee, by unanimous vote, to instruct the General

July 15,1896
Aug. 27, „
Sept-16, „  
Dec. 4, „
Dec. 14, „
Dec. 22, „  
Jan. 25, 1897
Feb. 19, „
Mar. 31, „
April 1, „
April 2, „  
April 3, „  
April 4, „ 1
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H iuinihury ho ih n i io  il noti Uni lim i ven ite»  l'or folio Infoi,o r dallo, N o w  folio domimi,» 
leu linvii nvow tu lly  no power w hfttover In a ll,o r n CoiiNfolfoiifoionnl provie ion , hul/ 
II/ WM/N filili blìlì/ll l/lio wìmIi o ì nvnry m ttm ber ol' folio Noci,loti wifolionl, oxoopllton 
w in ilil lio Ih fa v o lir  ol! fchfl y É t t  (Mici lilm li n fo n o  N liould g ivo  wn,y ho a l'uri,, 
In jiiirM iiio iro  o f folio (iaolurod p u rp o ie  o f i l io  (Jommlfofooo fo  iin Ii  Uio Nuiml,lon ni 
( IoiivoiiIiIoii fo r lilm lr mIiO|i, l nijIx ii l(> u n ii reoom m end l’o r lu lo p tlo n  folio follow» 
l l lg  IfuNIlllll/loll I—

llnnnlml, IImi, I,Ii|m ()iiiivonl,loii fully OotioUl'B In and ini,ilio« folio nafoloii of folm 
|i|nm<iil,lvo OniiiMilfofooo In poNfoptinfiig Ii,n moofoliiK uni,Il folio U7Ui of Judo, oordlally 
ri|)|iri»vliî  follo rnioton w li Itili prmnpfomJ folio pou (1)50110)11 ani),

Al) folilm | ioIi i li folioro in iiy  woll orini» folio «|ikinMoii w1ì@fobw<, In viow  o f folio 
I iomnII i Io ooctnrreiiae o f onoIÓgOUN or obliar oònth igonoioa In folio fu tu ro , Ifo m ig lili 
nnfo lio woll fon no lim o lili folio UoiiNfolfonfoion un foo loiiivo folio iliiifoo o f Oonvonfoion. 
inni noli m oruly | | |  plano iin llOW» 111 folio I i i iim In o f folio liJxooufoivo Oommifofooo,
I Iniivo novor homi oonvinooil myNolf folni/fo Jmm witH o f noooNNlfoy folm bnNb Illir ic i 
Ifo In ii>|ifo fon lio i in d ii ly  worm , III In In a NOMO» w lm n im u iy  porNoiiN hnvo a lroody 
loft, town, n in i folio nnfolnn l imi, forovolling In folion c lioapor Ihin novor beou non- 
oliiN lvuly provoil. Afo a ll ovoiiIìNi folio p ian  o f o m oro lln x ililn  dofoo conId Im 
forimi, n in i, If  follia nIiiiiiM Ini folio Jiidgnmnfo o f Oonvonfoion, a ll Unii, wou ld  Im 
noooNNiiry In fon Mtirike onfo from Arfo> I,, Hoofoion fi, folio woi'i In, “ oh folio Niiaoiid 
Num lay In ifm in  a l'Io r  IHIKI "  n in i foo I iinoi'Ii affoor folio w o rd  " hiio I i "  folio wordu 
|  follilo n in i,"  folio Hoofoion lio ln g  th o ro by  itia d o  foo road, "T h e  (Im m o li hI iil! 1 mnafo 
iii in n n lly  In Oonvonfoion ufo niioIi limo and plano ft§ folio lOxooufoivo Oommifofooo 
may doberm lnn,"

In  o rdo r foliafo folio A ino rlonn  Hoofoion m ig li l i  lia vo  parli in  folio olfovfo ol' 
TlniONoplilNliN foo UNNI lago folio foorrllilo l'n,mino a llllo fo lng  In d ia , a o iro u la r wun 
Nonfo nnfo in  Ifo lirn a ry  invlfo lng doiiafoloiiN fon folio f lu id  a d m in llto ro d  ufo 
llonnroN, and i i Ino l'or folio ro llo !’ n f folio A d y a r  lloadi|iiarfoorM. T in i fu l l  
amimnfo reoolvad In roNpoiiNti and romlfofood won $'216.00 fo r  folio Ifom luo 
l*'nnd, $IW,7fi fo r  A d ya r.

Thorn lira fn n r pnlnfoN iinniionfood w lftli folio f lo t io ra l Hoorotary’« ollloo foo 
w ldo li I nI i i i i i Ii I Ilici (io onI< iifofooufolon, Tini f f r i t  in folio payinonfo of Uroiiuh 
i I iion. T lin  OmiNfoifoiifolnn |irovidoN foliafo fohft llranoli dima o f $1,00 for ornili 
ind ili bar aro paynhle J n ri. lati nnd noti lafonr bhad March 16foh, yeti in Noverai 
oiinon fot inno In n o  o id i b ro li pa ld  ufo folio end o f A p r i i  o r  folio beglnnlng of May, 
IiIiiin  in v o li top extra foroiible lo  thè  office nnd lome n n iio y iio ro . Tliu roaHon 
n ro lia lily  In lilia li folio dime o f momborN foo ( ho Ih ane li a ro  noli ro g t i lu r ly  noi» 
H I  ufo llxad blino»— » m d -n in iu o l o r  ip iat'foarly bolng folta boati—bufo aro 
ullnwod foo arm i tu id o lo  un tili ila n u a ry  and  ilien do m a n do li In a lu m p , folio oh* 
ligafolou foo Ilio  (Itu m ra l Hoornfoary'N o llloo  bolng follile m ado foo fooko folio olianco 
of dola,y o r Ionn. liu ti, nhvinm dy, folioMO obllgafoiouN, b ttln g  f n l ly  k iio w n  in 
ailvanoo, e lim tld  ha p rnv idod  fo r  In advauoe, and a u yh o w  folio brim  Mynfoom o f 
oolteufoiug duoN le Ity iiiNfonlmcmfoe, fohoy Im ln g  Minali and  m ora  oauily moti. 
'l'Im a ojlloofood, foboy a ro m i lu iud  fo r  Inoal manlN and  fo r  OoriHfoifoiitionnl 
domanda, and folio lafofoor ra n  p ro iì ip tily  ho moti o a r ly  In  foba yoar, m im b to  bhn 
oonvoiiloime o f folte o m b ra i olllou and foo folm ooioforfo ol' folio llro n a h  ifoNolf,

Tlio Noooud polliti roepoutiN folio VifMn, The Montimi ii noli llnanrially 
elii'mig onougli foo I'onuiiio folio ìmniio of IfoN old puhlintfoion, T h t  T tao iopA ioa l 
Mirai» (ouly Ilio ìnniio, nofo folio rlgbfo, beilig io altoyaimo), and dnring 
folio poMfo yoar, uè dnring ite pmUicoeMor, foba gonaroiiN kindnoMN of folio don. 
Hooy. ol folio Kui'opeau Hoofoion, Mi*. Aload. baa aupplied un wifob euiiioienfo
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copies o í the Vdhdn  tor each Branch Hoc rotary and each mombor-at-large, thus 
furnishing all our members with discussions of important Tlieosophioal 
topics by skilled writers—our, Mr. 0. W. Leadbeater, of the highest rank— 
and inform ing them of the work done in our sister Section. But it did not 
seem just that the American Section, when at all aide to do so, should fail 
to bear at least a part of the expense, and the Executive Committee autho- 
m o d  a contribution of $00.00 thereto. O ur growing numbers have required 
au enlargement of the supply, and our growing resources make proper a 
better contribution this year. 1 therefore recommend to the Convention the 
adoption of thu following Resolution t—

Rtmolved, that the General Secretary ho ompowerod to transmit to bho 
General Secretary of the European Section the sum of $75.00 ns some remu­
neration for the supply of tho Vdhdn.

The third point concerns a munificent contribution to our propaganda 
work, made by a most generous member of the Section. Early in Mrs. 
Bosant's tour lie wont to tho expense ol' reprinting her pamphlet, W hat 
T lm nopliji In, and furnished 10,000 copies fo r  distribution ub to r  lecture*. 
Labor ho detonnined on a still more oxteusivo outlay, and, adding to its 
contents the E pitom a  o /  Thoosojiky, presented a further edition of 25,000. 
This oiiiiblos both Branches and niombora-at-lurgo to take part in the work 
o f m lssioim ing the community, and arrangements have beeu made to supply 
copies to all members who can usefully send them to persons likely to wel- 
come and road them.

A nd  this leads to bho fourth point. A  very important department of 
bho form er activities of tho Section was tho Propaganda Fund, a fund made 
up of donations throughout tho Section and usod by tho General Secretary 
in furthering the spread of Thoosophicul doctrine aud work. 1 am very 
anxious to rcfisvablisli this, not only on the general ground that such a resource 
is greatly needed and of utmost valuó, but specifically because of tho large 
donation o f pamphlets just monbionod and because Mrs. Bosant's labors have 
oponod to us opportunities of securing very valuable services from lecturers 
if wo can pay their exponeos. It is hardly possible for us to raise a sum 
sufficient to support a lecturer and koop him ooutiuually in tho field, but we 
can certainly, if ovory member contributes, oven through some self-sacrifice, 
accumulate onough to socuro occasional trips and work. Euoh such tolls. 
A ud if our members keep in mind the Propaganda Fund as a special channel 
for thoir help to Tlieosophioal activity, wo shall bo ablo to spread truth and 
m otive far and wide, sowing seed in countless fields, and form ing centers 
wliioli shall develop into full Brandies as timo uoos on.

A  word about Jlfcrcuri/. Though im proved in quality, and though 
carried on at great outlay of time and strength by its editor, it is not sup­
ported ns it should he, being subscribed to, indeed, by but a small proportion 
o f our memboi'B. A nd  yet, 1 take it, our Sectional organ should be gladly 
ordorod by every member who can afford $1.00 u yoar, uot considering whe­
ther ho onu borrow or otherwise seo it, but subscribing as a diroot help and 
as enabling him to oiroulato it among friends.

Every ora 1ms its particular trials and therefore its particular duties, and 
both the trials and thoduiios of thoTheosophical Society and of this Section 
In this ora stand clearly before us. They grow  out of tho specific work laid 
upon us o f faithfully maintaining true Theosophy before tho world and of pov-
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traying it publicly as it is. That is the w ork  w hich K arm a, the conditions of 
the time, the will o f  the Great Souls w ho stand behind and prom pt all spiritual 
activities, have com m itted to os m em bers o f  the S ociety . T he history o f  all 
great movements shows that they succeed  precisely  as their adherents are 
single-minded, staunch, inflexible, y ie ld in g  to  no side-in finances o r  compromis­
ing suggestions, clear-headed as to  the tru th  con ten ded  for. and firm-willed 
as to the maintenance o f  it. W henever there is doubt o r  imperception 
o f that truth, the temptation in evitab ly  arises to  belittle  its importance 
or to obscure it by  m agnifying lesser ones ; and w henever there is relaxa­
tion o f the purpose to  maintain it, there starts up a  disposition to 
compromise o r  postpone o r  sentim entalize- W h ere  equal rights are con­
cerned or  where opposite opinions have equal leg itim a cy , com prom ise 
in human undertakings is often both  seem ly  an d  salutary ; but where 
the question is o f  morals, o f assured facts, o f  dem onstrated tendencies, 
com prom ise means abandonment o f  rea lity  an d  h ence o f  success. N o com ­
promise is possible on the question w h eth er the three an g les o f  a triangle 
are or are not equal to  tw o r ig h t  angles ; and in the sphere of 
morals such is equally im possible on  the qu estion  w hether evil should 
be winked at or openly withstood. W e  m ay im agin e that the r igh t will 
be more surely vindicated if  we co v e r  it o p  and leave it to  itself while 
we deploy emotions and maxims and a ttra ctive  phrases ; b u t ju s t  as the 
Physical Law  brings to nought the ca lcu la tion s o f  h im  w h o supposes 
that a land survey m ay be  conducted on  the supposition  that the three angles 
o f a triangle equal a  r igh t angle and a  half, o r  tw o  and a  half, so the great 
Moral Law confounds in  tim e the n otion  that T ru th  is m aintained b y  con ­
cessions to  error o r  that error itself is  o f  n o  im portan ce . T o  u n dergo  such 
temptation seems particu larly  an experien ce  o f  th e  tim e.

But the particular duty  is also as palpable. I t  is that resolute, inflexible, 
persistent cham pionship o f  fact and tro th , w hich  is n ot on ly  an ob ligation  but 
the condition to  trium ph. W avering, half-heartedness, concealm ent, sup­
pression, tim idity is not a mere m istake in  m orals ; it  is fatal as a  policy . 
Karm a ordains that men succeed as th ey  deserve to  su cceed , and we shall 
deserve only as we adhere rig id ly  to  those realities on  w hich  su ccess is based. 
So, in on r maintenance and circu lation  o f  T h eosop b ic  d octr in e , in  ou r  state­
m ent o f  facts as to  T heosopbic h istory  an d  the v ic iss itu d es o f  th e  S ociety , 
in our accurate use o f  titles and term s and d escrip tive  nam es, in on r  attitude 
to  the T .S . and to all which opposes it, w e have op p ortu n ity  to  perform  the 
duty and secure the trium ph. There is a g lo r iou s  fu tu re  fo r  T h eosoph y  in this 
land. E very year brings new ev id en ce  o f  its  adaptation  to  th e  needs o f  in­
telligence, m otive, spiritual desire. Its  in fluence is m ore  and m ore  penetra­
ting, influencing, m oulding thought ; its  fr ien d s  are  m u ltip ly in g  in the 
circles alike o f  the cultivated and the low ly  ; its doctr in es are e x h ib itin g  them ­
selves in many a heart, and m any a  book , and m an y  a  life . T o  have been 
incarnated at such a  tim e is a  priv ilege , to  co n tr ib u te  the fo r c e  o f  th at in car­
nation to  such a cause is a g lorious b oon . P erm eated  w ith T h eosop h ic  truth 
and inspired by  Theosophic m otive, w e m ay  help  fo rw a rd  th e  grea t currents 
which are sw eeping over  the land, and m ay ou rse lves  be  refreshed  and 
strengthened by the same vita lity  w h ich  is to  regen era te  m en and institu­
tions and nations. I f  it is not ou r  lo t  to  s tr id e  side  b y  side  w ith  th ose illus­
trious visitors w ho have made T h eosop h y  kn ow n  an d  reveren ced  over  the 
civilized world, and who both h on or  us w ith  th e ir  presence an d  stung-
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late us with their words, we may at least follow in their steps, imitate their 
devotion, aid their work, and gather in their harvest. And when they and 
we alike shall have passed out for a time to other scenes and higher services, 
it may be with the hope— nay, with the anticipation—that all shall be re­
united in later years, again to participate together in the same glorious 
m ission, tbongh  with a world more suffused with Theosophy, an evolu­
tion upon a plane far richer and ennobling, a future of possibilities compared 
to  w hich the present seem but poor and small and mean.

A lexander Fullerton,
General Secretary.

[F o r  Treasurer’s Report, see Supplement.]

O U R  T O U R  IN  A M E R IC A .
May 25i?i.

On W h ite  Lotus Day we reached San Francisco and were met in Oakland 
and escorted  across the bay by Mr. Walters, the earnest and energetic editor 
o f  Mercury, as well as by  the Brahmacharin Bliodabhikshu (Roy Choudhuri) 
w ho is d o in g  such good work by his classes and lectures on Theosophy and 
Eastern Philosophy. W e were most hospitably received in the house of one 
o f  ou r m em bers and a grand celebration of W hite Lotus Day, and a reception, 
took  place in the e v e n in g ; over 300 people were present.

In  San Francisco we m et Mr. Marques, whose interesting observations 
on the hum an aura have lately been brought to the notice of the public, and 
we hope that he w ill im part his knowledge o f the fundamental ideas of 
Theosophy to some o f ou r groups of students, a mnch needed work if the 
S ociety  is to  live and grow  as rapidly as is required in order to be ready for  
the in com in g  egos.

M rs. Besant was m nch taken up by the usnal routine, for San Francisco 
is  an im portant Theosophic Centre, and L odge meetings and talks to 
C lubs, and public lectures as well as private interviews succeeded one another 
w ith  startling rapidity— as closely as one human being could fulfil the engage­
m ents. O n one day five m eetings were addressed by Mrs. Besant. By some 
m isapprehension, a public announcement had been made o f a lecture which 
had been refused b y  M rs. Besant, from want o f time, and yet she would not 
d isappoint those who m ight com e, for her heart is in the task of helping all 
w ho are interested and it is difficult for her to draw the line when it seems 
tliat g ood  can be done.

F rom  this centre visits were made b y  Mrs. Besant and the Countess 
W ach lm eister to Alam eda, Oakland and Stam ford University, and lectures 
w ere g iven  b y  M rs. Besant in each place, w ith  the result that many new 
m em bers jo in ed  the Society.

Then  we passed on  to  San Jose, to Santa Cruz, with its earnest group of 
m em bers, and to Sacram ento, and at each place lectures and talks helped the 
peop le  to  a fu ller  com prehension o f  the realities o f  the inner life.

A t  m idn igh t, on F riday, M ay 21st, we left Sacramento by the beautiful 
M ou n t Shasta route and on Sunday morning found ourselves in Portland, 
O regon , and som e o f  ou r  members on the station platform to greet us with 
the sam e w arm  w elcom e and kind care that has been shown everywhere. 
A halt o f  tw o days for  two public lectures to be given by Mrs. Besant was



690 The Theosophist. [A u gu st

made there and then we came on to  Tacom a, on  Puget Sound, where last 
night Mrs. Besant’s lecture was attended by  the m ore thoughtful people of 
the town.

Latkk.
Friday, June 4,1897.

Puget Sound with its fir and cedar clothed  hills guarded by  isolated 
snow-capped peaks is left behind us. W e  visited three towns upon its shores. 
A t Tacoma, where two members o f the S ociety  m et us in rather a hopeless 
state o f mind about the prospects o f  T heosophy in their tow n, we only re­
mained one fu ll day, a very short tim e to start th ings when little  w ork has 
already been done, but even in that tim e the tow n show ed its readiness to 
respond to the truths o f the ancient w isdom , fo r  M rs. Besant’s lecture was 
said to be attended by the most thoughtfu l people in the place and a group 
o f its best citizens gathered around her on  the n igh t before she left. The 
seed was sown here, as in so many oth er places : the fu ture grow th  is in the 
hands o f those who received it.

W e passed on to Olympia early on  F rid ay  m orn in g  and a very quiet 
day was spent in this little tidal town, w hose life  ebbs and flows with the 
com ing o f  the Judges to the Court house. T he Countess knew one or  two o f 
the people whe had been interested in T heosophy, bu t all was very  quiet and 
Olympia only began to  awaken after M rs. B esant’s even ing  le c tu re ; amongst 
others the Governor o f  the State attended and was afterw ards presented. 
Much regret was expressed that we cou ld  n ot rem ain, but we had already 
arranged to take the 6-30 boat next m orn in g  and cou ld  n ot delay. In  beau­
tifully situated and pure-aired Seattle we fou n d  a  stron g  L od ge  o f  the Society 
8nd much hopeful w ork progressing. T h is is one o f  the m any Lodges who 
owe their origin  to the tireless energy o f  the C ountess W achtm eister. I t  was 
only started last summer, but already has its L ectu re  B oom  and L ibrary  and 
over fifty members. Its President, M r. B arnes, is a capable and devoted w ork­
er and the Seattle Lodge promises to  be a stron g  centre o f  Theosophic 
thought in that district.

Mrs. Besant gave three lectures in  the Theatre to  a fu ll and deeply  ap­
preciative audience:— “  Theosophy and its T each ings,”  "  Man, the M aster o f  
his Destiny," and "  Thought Forms, a G lim pse o f  the U nseen U niverse"— this 
last lecture was with the stereopticon presentations o f  the hum an aura and 
thought-forms.

The five days spent in Seattle passed ' sw iftly  and m uch g ood  w ork  was 
done by Mrs. Besant in  interviews an d  m eetings fo r  the m em bers and the 
public at the Society’s rooms. The C ountess started the nucleus o f  a  future 
Lodge in W est Seattle by lecturing an d  ta lk in g  and form in g  a  g rou p  for  
study there.

Tw o members cam e over from  T acom a fo r  the lectures and returned 
when we left, with a better understanding o f  the real strength  o f  the Theoso- 
phical Society and o f  the im portant w ork  that it  lias to  do  in  the w orld, and 
fun  o f hope that, by  patient study and earnest practice , th ey  m igh t do  their 
part in the ̂ reat whole.

One o f the ideas m ooted by Mrs. Besant here was, that o f  a  federation  o f  
all' the Lodges in the State o f  W ash in gton , on  the p lan  o f  the N orthern  
Federation in  England, for  the purpose o f  the interchange o f  Theosophic 
thoughts and help in the work generally. T h is w ou ld  m ean a m eeting every
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six m onths in one or other o f the towns, and it tends to foster outside inter­
est and to prom ote a  closer tie amongst our members. Each group of Lodges 
m igh t adopt this plan with great advantage both to individuals and to the 
w ork generally.

W .

H O LLA N D .
This tim e I  am  able to give a very good report o f the activities in Holland. 

N ot on ly  about our Section, the 7th in the world, being formed and inaugu­
rated on the 18th o f  July, and how much this is a proof o f progress and 
sym pathy in  the good  cause, but I  can speak o f progress and sympathy 
quite apart from  this happy event; o f an impetus most encouraging to  
w itness.

1 wrote in m y last letter how several provincial newspapers published 
a  series o f  articles on  T h eosop h y ; the result was satisfactory, a correspond­
ence was set up and m em bers enlisted. T he newspapers o f a northern 
province, w hich  fell to m y lot, acted in a queer way. A fter m y th ird  article«
I  asked how m any m ore 1 m ight send in ; the gracious answer was that I  
m igh t g o  on  as lon g  as 1 wanted to. But l o ! m y fifth one was never publish­
ed  and so 1 stopped too. Then Mr. J. M. Lauworths, one o f our most intelli­
gen t m em bers, gave a lecture in that northern to w n ; many came, out o f 
curiosity , but m any w ere really interested and the result is that the seed is 
planted there too.

In  R otterdam  w e have a  serious m em ber, a working man, who saved up 
m oney to  hire the room  where Mr. W . B. Fricke, the President o f our Am ster­
dam  L odge, held his lecture. The large hall was crow ded and so much 
interest show n that a sm aller room was taken fo r  the follow ing Sunday, to  
receive enquirers and answer questions. T he local Dress gave a  good  report 
o f  the lecture.

T hree pu b lic m eetings were held in the H ague, the first given by  Mrs. 
M eulem an in A pril, the hall being quite Unpleasantly crow d ed ; there was 
n o t  even standing ro o m ; the second one b y  M r. Fricke, and the third one 
again  b y  M rs. Meuleman, as Mr. Lauwerths was obliged to postpone his 
lecture on  “  G eom etry the Basis o f  the U niverse,”  through illness.

In  Am sterdam  the m onthly open m eetings were well attended, and 
listened to  in silence, w hile the opportunity  fo r  debating was always seized 
upon. T h e literary w ork  also increased. T h e  translations went on in ou r 
m onth ly  “  Theosophia,”  then Baroness van Bodcnhausen published the first 
seven stanzas o f  the B ook  o f Dzyan, having first translated them in Dutch. 
T h e three orig inal D utch  books aroused m uch  interest. Meltaspero's dia­
logu es fo llow ed  b y  “  E nvoudige Schets van de  Theosophie" excited a  certain 
w onder, if  I  m ay use this word, because o f  the name» de plume being soon 
brou gh t hom e to  the real authors. These plain, m odest booklets found their 
w ay on  th e  tables o f  those we had not fu lly  reached till now. M any w ill 
th in k  their w riters to  be pitied, but there are those amongst them who will be 
ob lig ed  to  th ink  about the great question« put before them, and, at all events, 
they are ta lk in g  abou t them .

A fte r  ou r  C onvention  we shall nearly a ll leave soon for the country ; 
b u t  w e already know  that we will find T heosophy in the country too. 
C hange o f  scenery bu t no change o f work.
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That is morê than ever our duty, now that we have outgrown the first 
stage in our Theosophical life, and stand up as a Section. Have we not the 
good example of those Sections who went before us ? Do we not owe much 
to them P Did not our English brothers and sisters help us, explaining and 
encouraging us ? Theosophy addresses itself to the best that is in every 
man; and, noblesse obligé, so we hope to so think and to act well in the future.

A fba .

■Reviews.

THE SECEET SOCIETIES OF ALL AGES AND COUNTKIE3.
Bv Charles William Hecketiiorx.

|London: George Iledtcay. Price 31s. 6d.]
The two well bound volumes before us contain an encyclopedic fund of 

information on the subjects treated, and the author says of them: “ This 
is not sojnuch a second edition of my book * # * published in 1875, as an 
almost entirely new work.’* Many additional accounts of societies have 
been added, some previous topics have been greatly amplified and others 
reduced, and the whole matter re-arranged. A list of authorities consulted 
is given and a copious index added. The work is the fruit of twenty-five 
years of research on the part of the author, and contains a record of more 
than one hundred and sixty secret organisations which have existed in all 
times and lands, and have manifested the most diverse characteristics 
imaginable. Some of these societies are briefly touched upon, while to 
others which command attention in nearly all countries, much space is 
devoted. Of course in a work like this, gleaned from so many different sour­
ces, some errors may be reasonably expected, and are found,—for instance, on 
page 36, voL I., the author says, in referring to Buddha, or Sakyamuni: 
“ of his real existence there is no proof; the most recent researches show that 
the story of Buddha is a solar myth first told of Krishna, and afterwards 
transferred to Buddha.” Certainly, in the light of modern discoveries, to say 
nothing of the more ancient records and rock-inscriptions, this reference 
might be classed with those portions of history which have been so appro­
priately styled, “ the stupidest of all fiction.” In the addenda, page 327, 
reference is made to Dr. Fiihrer’s reported discoveries, but they are consi­
dered as affording no real evidence of the Buddha’s corporeal existence. How­
ever, on page 64 (same volume) the wonderful parallel which exists between 
the ceremonies of Buddhism and those of Romanism seems to be, in the main, 
clearly portrayed, yet even here, the reference to the *‘ supreme and infallible 
head of Buddhism” is not supported by facts, at least in regard to the 
Southern Church. But, notwithstanding some errors, the general reader 
will find in these volumes a great amount of very interesting and valuable 
matter on subjects of far-reaching interest, the portion devoted to Free­
masonry alone occupying over 100 pages.

E.
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A N IM A L MAGNETISM OR HYPNOTISM
AND THE

YOGA SYSTEM.
B y C. Thamqihamm Pillay, of Ceylon.

W e  have here an interesting book of 200 pages, wherein the author seeks 
to  com pare the phenomena attendant upon Animal Magnetism or Hypnotism, 
as ch iefly  m anifested in Western Countries, with those developed by the 
Y o g a  system  o f Eastern races, especially the Hindus. The principles under­
ly in g  the tw o system s are briefly touched upon, and the chief characteristic 
points belon g in g  to each are also given. The author has read the standard 
w orks on  A nim al M agnetism  and familiarized himself, to some extent, with 
the H in du  system  o f Y o g a ; and though the various divisions of his subject 
are all too  briefly  handled, his efforts will at least serve to awaken a deep 
interest in  the m ind o f m any a reader, who w ill thus be induced to pursue 
his investigations further and eventually reap more permanent satisfaction.

V e r y  interesting examples are cited, on  good authority, in illustration 
o f  h yp n otic  suggestion , different phases o f clairvoyance, thought-reading, 
m agn etic  cures, retrovision, prevision, levitation, increasing and diminishing 
o f  stature, im m unity from  the action of fire, anto-suggestion, self-mesmeri- 
zation  & c .: cases illustrating the wonderful powers attained by Yoga prac­
tice  are also given , the m agnetization of the low er animals by man is touched 
upon , the dangers in the practice of both Y o g a  and Animal Magnetism are 
p o in ted  out, the hybernation o f animals is considered in its relation to trance 
in  m an, the pow ers o f  A nim al Magnetism o r  Hypnotism are “  scientifically 
expla ined”  b y  the princip le o f “  inhibition,”  and several remarkable (so-called 
m iracu lous) events are narrated and, in conclusion, the author points out 
the resem blance betw een H ypnotism  and the Y oga  system, and shows that 
w herein  there is an apparent difference, it is sim ply in degree, not in kind—  
the Y o g a  system  being  on ly  Animal M agnetism  farther advanced. His 
c lo s in g  w ords a r e : “  Let physicians and m etaphysicians, men of science and 
hum anitarians, unite to  study and cultivate this divine science— a science 
w h ich  w ou ld  excel a ll other sciences hitherto known. Let them investigate 
its  law s, forces and princip les in all their ramifications, and frame out of them 
a  new  science w hich w ill be  vastly conducive to  the increase o f real knowledge, 
to  the exhaustion o f m ysticism s, to the eradication o f misconceptions, to the 
exposition  o f  supernaturaiism , to the elucidation o f miracles and to * * * 
un iversa l and social elevation  both  in the physical and intellectual capabili­
ties o f  th e  hum an race.”

I f  the price  (E s. 3-8 A s .) could be reduced about one-half, and the many 
typ ograp h ica l errors corrected , the boqk m ight command a ready sale, and be 
the m eans o f  accom plish in g  much good. E.

T H E  B R O T H E R H O O D  OF T H E  N E W  LIFE ,

OB
T . L  H A R R I S , T H E  IN S P IR E D  M E S S E N G E R  O F TH E  C YCLE.

By Resplro.
W e  ackn ow ledge the receipt o f  this pam phlet which is devoted to ex* 

to llin g  the m erits o f  M r. H arris, and defending him  from  the many slanders 
a n d  e v il reports w h ich  have, from  time to time, been circulated against him.
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W e know nothing whatever o f this man save from  hearsay and from  reading, 
some forty  years ago, a few quite attractive poems o f  his, each filling a sepa­
rate volum e; but if u In  a multitude o f  counsellors there is wisdom, ”  it might 
reasonably follow that in a m ultitude o f  testim ony such as this pamphlet 
contains, we might arrive at a fairly  close approx ¡»nation to  the opinion in 
which Hr. Harris is held by  those w ho are m ost fo l ly  acquainted with him. 
A ltbough. from  the title-page o f  th is pam phlet it m ight appear that the 
author regarded Mr. H . as an “  A dept ”  and an M A vatar,”  we are not herein 
informed that this noted man, o f  whom  he writes, makes this claim for him­
self.

CH BO M O  PATJBLT,
OK

H E A L IN G  D IS E A S E S  B Y  C O L O U R S .
B r Pajmt Jwala Prasad Jha.

W e have received the third edition o f  this useful pam phlet, somewhat 
improved, and the fact that the tw o previous editions have been exhausted 
shows that it meets with a ready sale. The present edition has been neatly 
brought out by M. 8. Ramaswamy A iyar, b.a., E ditor o f  The Thinker, Madras, 
who can also supply lanterns with m ovable glass panes o f  different colors, 
colored bottles, Ac. The pamphlet is dedicated to  Tookaram  Tatya, F. T. 8 ., 
who has done so much to extend the know ledge o f  the efficacy o f  Chromo- 
pathy and other hygienic appliances, in  the v icin ity  o f  Bom bay, during the 
prevalence o f  the recent plague. There w ill, donbtless, continue to  be a live­
ly  demand for  this little work.

T R A N S A C T IO N 'S
o r

T H E  A S IA T IC  S O C IE T Y  O F  J A P A N *
W e have received VoL xxiv. o f  this interesting series— a bu lky  pam­

phlet containing over 200 pages. I t  contains “  C ontributions to  a  Biblio­
graphy o f L u c h n “  Chinese Refugees o f  the Seventeenth Century in M ito,”  
an important historical paper; * A inu  W ords, as Illustrative o f  Canto ms and 
Matters Pathological, Psychological, and R elig ions— "  an exceptionally in­
teresting article in the line o f fo lk lo re ; “ A  R eview  o f  the H istory o f 
Formosa, and a sketch o f  the Life o f  K ox in ga , the F irst K in g  o f  F orm osa ; "  
u The Influence o f  Greco-Persian A r t  on  Japanese A r t s a n d  “  Nasn no 
Sumoto.”  Following the - above are about fifty  pages o f  “  M inutes o f  Meet­
in gs /' and other Society  matters.

M A G A Z IN E S .’
W e are sorry to  state that Lucifer is not received.
Mercury.— Jane— opens with a ch o ice  article, “  T he R oyal R oad ,”  by  

M. L. B ,  and those who seek that road  to  w alk in, w on ld  d o  well to  read it. 
"  W hat Food is Best,”  seems to  be an ed itoria l, and g ives som e cogent 
reasons in favour o f the vegetarian system  o f  diet. "  T he R elation  o f 
Theosophy to Politics,”  by  Frank Consins, is  w ell thought out, the conclu -

* London :;Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner A Co., Limited ;—price $ 2, 50.
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sioa being that all political or other reforms, to 1n  permanent, -.bouid origi­
nate in man s spirit ml,nature. In  the Children’s Corner we find “  Xato re * 
Parables— Submission,”  and “  How Karma Grows.’’ There are various 
other Departments in the Magazine—all interesting.

Theosophy in Australasia.—“  The Outlook”  has a variety of items illustra­
ting the progress o f ideas throughout the world. “  Dream—A  Means of 
Initiation," by P., offers some important and suggestive «ioaa relating to 
this borderland o f mystery. “  The Message o f Theosophy,”  by H. A. W _ is 
a philosophical and instructive paper which should be widely carefully 
rea d : “  Questions and Answers”  and “  Activities”  foilov.

The Theosophie Gleaner—June—opens with an article on “  Sun as a 
Sym bol o f  Ahum -M azda,”  by X . F. B-, after which follow the usual variety 
o f  reprints from  the most valuable articles in  current theosopkie literature. 
The Thinker, The Brahmarddin, The PrubudsUvi Bhdrata, The Buddhist, Bay» 
o f Light, Lawn, The Maha Bodhi Journal and other Eastern periodicals are 
each doing good work in their own line of efforts. In the May issue of The 
Madras Review we notice a semi-historical article entitled “  Female Worship 
in The East,”  which was contributed by Pandit E . A. Sastry, of the Adyar 
Library. The omission o f the name of the author was doubtless the fault of 
file printer.

Theosophy— June— comes to us enlarged and improved; the following 
articles are especially worthy of commendation: “  The Influence of Oriental 
Thought on Occidental Civilization,”  by B. 0 .  Flower; “  A  Short Outline of 
Theosophy,”  by J. A - Anderson, 3*. n .; “  The Genesis and Pre-Natal Life,”  
by  A lexander W ilder, x . D. ; and u Capital Punishment,”  by a Clergyman.

The Pacific Theoeophist, tor May has the continuation of the lecture on 
“  H idden Meanings in Christianity,”  by E . P. Jones; a paper on “  The 
H istorical Jesus,”  by W . B . W ilson ; and some other articles, brief but good. 
The Metaphysical Magazine comes to us in a new dress, and with the June 
issue com m ences under a new name— Intelligence—but the same wide­
awake, progressive spirit characterizes it as hitherto. W e notice among 
its contents a  brief but appopriate preliminary explanation of “  Modern 
A strology,”  by  our valued contributor, Alan Leo.

Theosophia— Amsterdam— opens with “  A  Fable”  by Afra, in the June 
issue. In  addition to the various translations, the importance of the 
Theosophical work in Holland is discussed and correspondence presented.

O ur Swedish, Spanish, German, and other foreign exchanges are 
received with thanks. O ar valuable contemporary, Light, o f London, has 
rem oved its quarters to 110, St. Martin’s Lane, W. C. The July issue of 
M odern Astrology, which closes a volume, has some very excellent articles.

The Light o f Truth— A  new magazine—Nova Lux, and Lotus Bleu its  jnsfc 
at hand, and will be noticed next month.
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CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.
•* T houghts, like the pollen  o f  flow ers, le a v e  o n e  bra in  a n d  fasten  to  a n oth er ."

We learn that the closing volume of H. P. Blavat- 
The Secret sky's great work« so long expected, has at last been
Doctrine, issued. It is a book which all theosophical students

Volume I I I .  will desire to have. There are boo pages, and the
price, in London, is only fifteen shillings. It may be 

ordered from The Theosophist Office.
•• •

The thirty-third edition of Col. Olcott's Buddhist 
.Wtr edition Catechism, which has been re-arranged and largely

of the extended, will be issued in a few  days. It contains much
Buddhist new matter and an Appendix, and is a concise and

Catechism. clear exposition of Buddhist Doctrine, as approved by
leading Buddhist Priests and scholars. That so many 

editions have been called for proves that the work has been widely 
appreciated. In its present improved form it will long continue to be 
the standard work on Buddhism.

• •
The editor of the Banner o f Light, in the course of 

Stone-throve- a Tery dispassionate article on "  The Theosophical 
ing from Secession,” says :

glasshouses. « W e  laugh at the schism in the ranks o f  the Theoso- 
phiste. yet forget to clean o a r  own household that we may 

have a better place into which to invite all seekers fo r  sp iritual truth . T h e 
quarrel among the Tbcosophisr? proves them to be human b rin gs w ith  human 
weaknesses and human passions. Spiritualists, instead of casting stones at 
them, should prove by their daily acts in life that Spiritualism spiritualizes 
and broadens their lives, by removing the petty w eaknesses to  pain fu lly  
apparent in onr ranks to-day. • * *

It k onr duty, first of all, to cast out the beams from our own eyes, after 
which we can easQy find the motes in the eyes of onr opponents. • • *

17 n til we can prove to the world that all in harmony has been rem oved 
from onr ranks, that selfishness and jealousy have been overcome, that 
scandal has been killed, that envy, hatred, malice and revenge have been 
obliterated we have no right to sharply criticise or find fault with oar asso­
ciates o r  opponents. S o  lon g  as we continued to live in glass houses we must 
M tth row  ston es*

••  *
The Tribune, of Salt Lake City, gives the follow­

ing brief gleaning from one of Mrs. Besant's lectures 
in that place:

One child may be born a genius, another almost an 
idiot; one with moral, another with criminal tendencies. 
Why this difference in souls ? That difference teaches ns 
th«t goals are not all of equal growth. If you believe in a 

just God, you cannot believe that he would make sack distinctions in hi#

Difference
in

cnclopmcui.
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creatures. No, the more perfect souls are simply older in point of evolution, 
and the men wo call idiots and criminals are simply undeveloped souls which 
are learning their first lessons in the school of soul experience. The more 
advanced souls owe it to those of inferior growth to lend them helping hands. 
This is the doctrine of reincarnation.

The speaker admonished her hearers to attend to the education of their 
souls in thiB life, for unless they advanced here they would be embarrassed by 
corresponding deficiencies in the next life. By effort and attention men 
could make their evolution swifter so that the perfection of their soul life 
could be reached in a much shorter time than would otherwise be possible.

She also stated that the present theosophical propaganda was made 
necessary by the progress of materialism and the danger of men’s losing their 
faith in the divine powers and the immorality of the souL Unselfishness and 
a desire to help one's fellow men were the keys to Theosophy, the wisdom of 
the ages.

M a gic  
am ong th e  
B L ick feet 
Indians.

Captain E. C. Denny, who has had much expe­
rience among' the North American Indians while 
serving as mounted police, and later as Government 
Agent, gives, in a recent issue of the San Diegan Sun, 
some interesting narratives concerning the “ medicine 
men,” and the magical ceremonies of the Blackfeet 

tribe of the North West. Among other things, he says :
“ All Indians believed in their familiar spirit, which assumed all kinds 

of shapes—sometimes that of an owl, a buffalo, a beaver, a fox or any other 
animal. This spirit it was that gave them the power to perform the wonders 
done by them and was firmly believed in by them alL On one occasion I 
visited a lodge where a medicine smoke was in progress. There were about 
a dozen Indians in the lodge. After the smoke was over a large copper 
kettle, about 2 feet deep and the same or a little more in diameter, was placed 
empty on the roaring fire in the middle of the lodge. The medicine man, 
who was stripped, with the exception of a cloth around his loins, was all this 
time singing a medicine song in a low voice.

“ The pot after a short while became red hot and, a pole being passed 
through the handle, it was lifted in this state off the fire and placed on the 
ground so close to me that the heat was almost unbearable. On the pole 
being withdrawn the medicine man sprang to his feet and, still singing his 
song, stepped with both naked feet into the red hot kettle and danced for at 
least three minutes in it, still singing to the accompaniment of the Indian 
drams. I was so close, as I have before said, that the heat of the kettle was 
almost unbearable, and I closely watched the performance and saw this 
Indian dance for some minutes with bis bare feet in it. On stepping out he 
seemed none the worse, but how he performed the act was and is still a 
mystery to me.”

This seems to be quite similar in principle to the fire-treading 
ceremony frequently practised in India, and which has been previ­
ously described in The TheosophisL He says these wild tribes of 
America are much averse to having a white man witness their cere­
monies, but from long acquaintance with them, Captain Denny was 
thus favored. He further says:

“ On another occasion I  was sitting in an Indian tent alone with one of 
the medicine men of the Blackfeet Indians. It was at night, and all was 
quiet in the camp. The night was calm, with a bright moon Rhining. On 
a sudden the Indian commenced to sing, and presently the lodge, which was 
a large one, commenced to tremble, and the trembling increased to such a 
degree that it rocked violently, even lifting off the ground, first on one side
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and then on the other, as i f  a dozen p a irs  o f  hands w ere h ea v in g  it  on  the 
outside. This lasted fo r  about tw o m in u tes, w h en  I  ran  ou t, expectin g  to 
find some Indians on  the outside w h o  h ad  p la y e d  m e a  tr ick  ; but, to  m y 
astonishment, n ot a sou l was in  s igh t, and, w h at s till m ore  bew ildered 
me was to  find, on  exam ination, that th e  lo d g e  w as f i r m ly  p e g g e d  dow n to 
the ground, it  be in g  im possible fo r  an y  n u m b er o f  m en  to  have m oved  and 
replaced the pegs in  so short a tim e. I  d id  n o t  en ter  the lo d g e  again  that 
night, as the m atter looked , to  say th e  least, u n can n y .”

O th er  re m a rk a b le  in c id en ts  w e r e  w itn e s s e d  b y  h im  a m o n g  th eseJ o
p ecu lia r p e o p le , b u t  s p a c e  fa ils  u s .

*«  *
M rs . B esa n t, in  s p e a k in g - o f  th e  s ta t e  o f  th e  sou l 

“  T he a fte r  d e a th , g a v e , in  s u b s t a n c e , th e  f o l lo w in g ,  o n  o n e  o r  
A fter-d ea th  t w o  p o in ts , a s  b r ie f ly  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  S ea ttle  P ost- 

S tate .”  In tellig en cer , o f  J u n e  i s t :
She stated that dea th  is  n o th in g  m o re  than  the slip , 

p in g  out o f  the body , and n o  m o re  p a in fu l th an  sleep. T h e soul 
does not suffer from  the convulsions o f  th e  b od y , w h ich  occasionally  
occur at death, these bein g  o f  an e n tire ly  p h y s ica l an d  au tom atic  nature, 
produced b y  the nervous system . S h e  sa id  th a t i t  is  q u ite  com m on  to  people 
to  aver that they possess a soul, w h ereas in  rea lity  th e  b o d y  is the 
m ere possession and garm ent o f  th e  s o u l ; th ere  is  n o  m a g ic  pow er in  
death, and the character is  not ch a n g ed  b y  th e  p u tt in g  o f f  o f  th e  bod y  
any m ore than b y  ch an g in g  one’s clo th es.

M rs. Besant then w ent on  to  d escr ib e  th e  astra l p lan e, k n ow n  in the 
Catholic C hurch as “  purgatory ,”  an d  som etim es v a g u e ly  a llu d ed  to  b y  P ro­
testants as the interm ediate state. T h is  w as d iv id e d  in to  several sub-planes. 
In  the lowest o f  these sub-d ivisions are  to  b e  fo u n d  th e  sou ls  o f  those w ho 
have led grossly im pure lives. H a v in g  d ev e lop ed  s tro n g  sensual appetites, 
w hich still rem ain w ith  them  in  their astra l b o d y , a n d  w h ich  th ey  are then 
unable to  gratify , th ey  su ffer terrib ly  in  con sequ en ce . T o  th em  it is tru ly  a 
hell, but this condition  on ly  lasts fo r  a  lim ite d  p eriod . I n  th e  n ext h igher 
sub-division o f  this plane are to  be fo u n d  th ose  w h ose  lives  h ave  been  alm ost 
entirely occupied b y  the trivialities o f  th e  p h y s ica l life , a n d  h ere  th ey  are 
occupied in the same petty  manner. I t  is  n ecessa ry , in deed , t o  d o  on e ’s duty , 
even to  wash dishes and sweep floors , b u t  th e  m in d  n eed  n o t  be  alw ays 
dw elling on  the trivialities o f  life. O n  th e  h igh est su b -d iv is ion s  o f  th e  astral 
plane are located those realm s w hich  are  o fte n  a llu d e d  to  in  sp iritu a listic  
w orks as “  sum m er land.”  There a re  to  be fo u n d  m a n y  g o o d  an d  earnest 
souls, w ho live  verv  m uch as they  d id  in  th e  w orld , a m o n g  th e  astra l counter- 
parts o f  their form er surroundings, th e ir  th o u g h ts  b e co m in g  o b je c t iv e  in  the 
astral m atter. A ll  souls, how ever, th a t  h a ve  h a d  a n y  p u re  em otions o r  
spiritual aspirations in  earth -life  u ltim a te ly  pass fr o m  th e  astra l to  th e  D eva- 
chanic plane, the heavenly state, th e  tru e  h om e  o f  th e  sou l. W h en  th e  en tity  
first passes into this condition  i t  ex p erien ces  fe e lin g s  o f  in ten se  an d  inde­
scribable bliss and enorm ously  in crea sed  p o w e r , a n d  fin ds itse lf, so  to  say, 
floating in a  sea o f  liv in g  light. W h e n  it  g ra d u a lly  b ecom es a ccu stom ed  to  
its surroundings, it finds itse lf in  co n ta ct  w ith  th e  sou ls  o f  a ll w h om  it  had 
loved, whether liv in g  on  earth o r  not, a n d  in  th is  re g io n  o f  p u re  a n d  elevated 
peace and jo y  is able to  realize all its  h ig h e st asp ira tion s a n d  desires. H ere 
it  assimilates a ll the experiences o f  its  fo r m e r  ea rth -life , a n d  th e  e fforts  and 
aspirations it  had p u t forth  u p on  ea rth  n o w  b ecom e  fa cu lties  a n d  pow ers 
which it brings w ith  it  again  when it  re in ca rn ates .

Mrs. Besant stated that the d e scrip tio n  g iv e n  o f  th e  a fter-death  states 
was o f her ow n k n ow led ge ; that ju s t  a s  in  h e r  ea r lie r  l ife  she h ad  experi­
mented with and m ade herself fam ilia r  w ith  ch em istry , so  she h ad  been able 
to investigate the conditions o f  th ese  m o re  su b tle  p lanes o f  con sciou sn ess 
and verify the facts that she stated.



1 8 9 7 .] C u tt in g s  and C o m m e n ts . 6 9 9

T h e  fo l lo w in g  t h o u g h t s  b y  J. B . in  th e  C h ristia n  
Im p rove th e  W orld  a re  w o r th  r e c o r d in g :

p resen t. T he present is the v e rd ict  on  on r past. In  w hat w e are
capable  o f  to-day , we find o ften  the judgm ent pron ou n ced  

o n  w h at w e  w ere  d o in g  yesterday. T h ere  are people w ho have n o  
ex tem p ore  w is d o m ; no capability  o f dea lin g  w ith  the ex is tin g  in stan t. 
T h e  reason, in  n in e  cases ou t o f  ten, is th eir slovenliness in  dealing w ith  its  
p redecessors. I t  is  n o t  b y  m ere raw ability  th a t a  m an successfu lly  m eets an  
em ergen cy . H e  is  rea d y  fo r  it  b y  reason o f  h is previous train ing. A  speaker, 
u n ex p ected ly  ca lled  u pon , astonishes people b y  the fe licity , fo rce  and poin t o f  
rem ark s su g g ested  b y  th e  m om ent. B ut th e  address is spontaneous on ly  in  
fo rm . I t  is rea lly  th e  resu lt o f  lon g  years o f  d r ill in  the accum ulation  o f  
fa cts , in  the a rt o f  rap id  consecutive th inking , in  the choice o f  w ords. M o lik e  
w as o v e r  s ix ty  b e fo re  h is  chance cam e as a  general. W h en  it  d id  com e it  spell­
e d  th e  h is to ry  o f  h is  past. K on iggratz  a n d  Sedan w ere a  revelation  o f  the 
k n ow led ge  an d  resou rce  h e  h ad  been so p a tien tly  b u ild in g  u p  th rou gh  th ose 
lo n g , obscu re  decades.

T h ere  is  in d eed  som eth in g  trem endous in  th e  w ay the present m om ent 
has o f  sen d in g  its sea rch -lig h t through  o u r  past. A  m an  fa lls  in to  the w ater 
an d  is  drow n ed . H e  rem em bers as he goes dow n , th at a ll h is life  he has been  
in ten d in g  to  learn  to  sw im , b u t he has n ever taken  the trou b le  to  begin . A  
to p ic  is sta rted  at d in n er on  w h ich  our n e igh b ou rs  b r im  ov er  w ith  in form a­
tion . W e  sh ou ld  d early  lik e  to  jo in  in, b u t  o u r  idle, u n read  years forb id . 
W e  are  ro lle d  in to  the m u d  b y  som e vile assau lt o f  the flesh o r  devil, and then 
t r y  to  excu se, ev en  to  con d o le  w ith  ourselves o n  account o f  the unexpectedness 
o f  th e  a ttack . W e  k n ow  a ll th e  tim e the en em y w ou ld  have had n o  chance 
w ith  u s h ad  n o t  th e  defen ces been  o f  late a llow ed  to  crum ble an d  the garrison  
b een  w ith d ra w n  fr o m  th e  w alls.

A n d  i f  the presen t m om en t carries in  th ese  w ays the ju d gm en t o f  ou r  
past, i t  in  lik e  m an n er holds the k ey  o f  o u r  future. T o  becom e persuaded  
o f  th is  is on e  o f  th e  m ost d ifficu lt lessons in  life .

*  *  *  *

T h ere  is  n o  m ore  p rec iou s  fa cu lty , as re la ted  to  th e  jo y  o f  liv in g , than
th at o f  b e in g  ab le  to  taste to  the fu ll the fla v o u r  o f  th e  present h ou r w ith ou t 
re feren ce  to  e ith er  its  past o r  its  future.

* * * *
T h is  a r t  o f  ig n o r in g , o f  p u ttin g  aside  f o r  th e  tim e as non-existent, the

ro a r in g  w h ir lp o o l o f  a ffa irs  in  w h ich  b y -a n d -b y  w e shall aga in  b e  p lu n ged , is 
th e  secret o f  r e cu p e ra t io n ; it  is at the fa rth est rem ove  fr o m  selfishness; it  is 
th e  fa cu lty , b o rn  o f  fa ith  a n d  m oral d isc ip lin e , b y  w h ich  the m an o f  a 
th ou san d  resp on sib ilities  is  a b le  to  carry  th e m  a ll w ith ou t b reak in g  dow n, 
an d  besides, to  b r ig h ten  th e  w o r ld  fo r  h is  n e ig h b o u r  b y  the sunshine o f  a  
g la d  h eart a n d  a  ch eerfu l countenance.

***
S ir  E d w in  A r n o ld , w h i le  w r it in g  a b o u t  In d ia , in  

S ir  E d w in  th e  N o rth  A m erica n  R e v ie w  f o r  M a r c h , s a y s  c o n c e r n -  
A r n o ld  a n d  i n g  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  H in d u  :
th e  H in d u s . Y e t , n otw ith stan d in g  th e  prim itive  rudeness o f  h is

im p lem en ts  o f  industry , h u n d re d s  o f  m illions o f  these hum an  
b e in g s  m a n a g e  t o  su b s is t w ith ou t poor law s, b y  th e  constant m anifestation  
o f  v ir tu e s  t o o  o fte n  u n k n o w n  in  m ore c iv ilis e d  lands.

T ndia  is  th e  h o m e  o f  th e  Id ea l— re lig iou s , m etaphysical, and d om estic—  
to  a n  e x ten t w h ich  m a k es  th ose  rid icu lou s w h o  speak o f  h er creeds as ig n o r ­
an t, o r  h e r  in h ab itan ts  as ‘  heathen.’ Y o u  n e v e r  see any b u t the m ost w re tch ­
e d  w om a n  b e g g in g  f o r  a lm s there. T h e  sen tim en t o f  the Bhao-bund, o r  
b lo o d  re la tion sh ip , is  a ll p ow erfu l in  th e  la n d  a n d  never repudiated . A s  
a lso  in  Japan , w h ere  th ere  are n o  poor law s a n d  n o  paupers, the ties  o f  k in ­
sh ip  are e v eryw h ere  a ck n ow led ged , d isch a rged  an d  r e p a id ; and th e  h ou se­
h o ld  cak es w ill  b e  d is tr ib u te d  to  all w ho p u t  fo r th  th e  cla im  o f  p o v e rty
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hunger, and relationship. Add to all th is that charity is not so m uch a vir­
tue in India as a habit, a religious necessity , an indispensable passport te 
further prosperous existences and it w ill be  seen w hy India , in  a  most ten­
der and effective manner, fulfils the law w hich  C hristians on ly  o r  principal­
ly talk about. A Sanskrit verse says that—

When the door is radaly fastened, an d  th e  ask er turns aw ay.
Thence ha bears with him thy good deeds, an d  his sins on  thee doth lav.
According to the above, Europe and America, need m issionaries mote 

than India does.
#• a

A "  Brahmin Correspondent'* of the Madras Mail 
"T V  questions the practical value of asceticism in its re- 

CotfUct of talion to the community as a whole, or to the nation ;
ideoXi and also thinks that the average Hindu is just as much

m /mdm." attached to what Ao considers the good things of this 
life, as the Western man is to A is good things ; the only difference 
being that, in consequence of the different environment of the Eastern 
man, his "  standard of comfort and material prosperity came to be 
pitched low,** He further says:—

The spirit of fatalism that is a marked feature of o u r  peop le  has doubt- 
lam enabled them in a great measure to hear with patience an a  resignatkn 
the troubles and sorrows of the world. This, however, is  a ll that can be 
said ia favour of it. The evil effects of such a spirit are m an y, ch ie f among 
which are the absence of self-reliance and the repression of a ll inducem ent 
to exertion towards improvement, and the tendency to rem ain  callous to  the 
auflaringa of other». These features are prominent in H in d u  Society.* 
A people who believe their lot has a lrea d y  been orda in ed  and that bo 
efforts on thoir port will be of any avail in changing it , will certa in ly  not do 
anything to remedy even remediable evils; and such is the case  am ongst us. 
Wo have only to compare the movement for the abolition of slavery  in E a r  
land with the movement in favour of social reforms in this cou n try . The 
former ia a very short space of time achieved its object because it w as work­
ed by and among people who had faith in the increasing perfectibility o f  man. 
and 1a has power to make, by his exertions, his life and that of others better 
and better every day. The latter movement has been  languishing fo r  want 
of support and serves only to amuse a very large section o f  o u r  educated 
men. la this country no man feeds called upon to take steps to  rem ove 
sods) abuses, of which we have plcntv, and all becau se  of the in fluence con­
sciously and aaconsciously exercised by this sp ir it  of fatalism. T e ll a man 
that the » ¡dowbood enforced under the existing system on girls o f  o and i  
years is a it media hla evil and ask him why he sh ou ld  n o t  try  to  mend 
maMrra. he will reply. * It is their lot, we cannot help them." _ The effect 
o f  such a spirit upon the general condition of a nation can be easily  imagin­
ed. It leads to selfishness and want of sympathy-**

e * .

C W i w  
f è m  «  

disagio# 
i m y r .

The following “  Remarkable Vision'' is related 
ia the March issue of The MrtafJkrsiaU Jh^esne.

"  One evening toward the latter part of September. lSSfi, 
I had been calling with my wife on some neighbours ia the 
village by the sea where we spend our summers. Return­
ing home at about 11 rou we were amaaed to sw the vast-

* Hoi that Hindus are iahhmt to the sufferings <f their friends and illation 
id  (w n n m ta rt hot that the natural barrier» of carte weak! «sad to make them 
Imlfnin to thorn eutmds iis Inuits, especially to eutcartca— f A  Xrts.
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ora sky brilliantly illuminated by via : «me a ado* bicdlv i  wry k i f  m 4  
disastrous fire- The night «me tolerably doer mad bu: few tin ad* eoold h  
M B .

As we continued eastward op the beach toward oar Woa*. we Mnpood 
occasionally to look back at the brilliant ty c emo'm» My w «me m «fi «•»- 
turbed bat 1 assured her that, me we heard urn alanm. the fire am t be quite 
distant—probably below RockmvmT- jm tk.»aA  possibly at Coney Island, five 
or six miles west of oar village. Oar cottage faces tbc west, and froae m bal­
cony leading off oar bedroom the pragma of the fire could am».>y brobaarvwd.

Before retiring I thought 1 would take another look, and eBeppad out 
upon this balcony. As I stood there, a mesgbboor mod the «micboma bailed 
me from below, making inquiries regarding the loem'ma of tbc fire. 1 repeat­
ed the statement previously made to my wife. At that motncr.t 1 chanced tm 
glance upward in the sky at about an angle of - ixty or k-\w iv  degree», tad 
a small white cloud attracted my attention. Its outline aiaun (crxlar. ta f  
its shading in white and pink was also unusual i-oddenly thne deaf aaaanwd 
the perfect outline of an elephant The phenomenon ttc m f oa etiaagc that 
I ca lled  the attention of the other men to it. Without any farther bin: on 
my part, they declared it to resemble the figure of an elephoat moat striking, 
lv. The fire soon died out. and with it— in fact long before it—the image. 
No farther thought was then given to the matter.

Next morning I took up my * Herald* and found the following hood lmr 
* The Elephant at Coney Island Burned.* The * Elephant* woe a large 
wooden structure, shaped in the image of an elephant and earring os a hotel 
attraction at that resort.

Iucidcntially I might mention that the main tanks of rooriemlien during 
oar evening call hod been telepathy end psychic poenamraa in geneeaL**

The editor of the If. M. thinks the man who >aw this cloud eras 
sufficiently sensitive to receive its form from the minds of those who 
witnessed the burning of the elephant, and that the done was shaped 
by this thought thus transferred to his mind, but this supposition 
seems, to us, hardly sufficient to account for such a result.

oa o
Our esteemed contemporary—Lifkt—seem« in clin ed  

/fear we are to criticise the chief editor of 71* T lee^irxf (or a llow  - 
criticised. ing certain statements to appear th ere in—statement* 

which he is pleased to class under the head of ** loofah 
nonsense.** but, as the editor in chief has been Car away from  India 
for several months, the sub-editor hastens to exculpate him from ail 
blame for the short-comings of the T ln a p lo f; h o w e v e r , as the editor 
of Light, before dosing his criticism, frankly ad m its  the chief point at 
issue—that "  an unscrupulous use * has been made of powers h y p n o t ic  
— we do not see that there is any special occasion for controversy. He 
says one class of hypnotists are, “ those who are fahitioaiinf to ob­
tain an understanding of a department of Nature, and of human nature, 
that has hitherto been strangely misunderstood and grossly misused b y  
unscrupulous persons.** Where ear Hindu contributor says: •* many 
mediums, are made by their mesmeriaers to do things which the former 
could not have even dreamed of, in then normal state,” doubtless the 
word subjects, instead o f"  mediums.** would have expressed our 
author's idea more definitely, but let us not be too critical

• •
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A n  in tim a te  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  s c r ip tu re s  som e- 
The B ible tim es p ro v e s  v e r y  s e r v ic e a b le , a n d  th ere  is  dou btless 

as a  a  fo u n d a tio n  o f  fa c t  in th e  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  is beinsro
fr ien d in  need, c ircu la te d  in th e  A m e r ic a n  p re s s , t o  th e  e ffe c t  that a 

m an  w a s 'r e ce n t ly  b r o u g h t  b e fo r e  a  N e w  Y o r k  M a g is ­
trate, on  a c h a rg e  o f  d ru n k e n n e ss , b u t  w h o  s k ilfu lly  e v a d e d  punish­
m ent by  u sin g  h is k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  b ib le . T h e r e  w a s  n o  d o u b t  abou t 
the ev id en ce , b u t  th e  m an p lea d ed  th a t  h e  h a d  a c te d  s t r ic t ly  in  a cco rd ­
ance w ith  scr ip tu re . T h e  M a g is tr a te  n o t  b e in g  d is p o s e d  to  accep t 
h is statem ent, th e  m an  to o k  the b o o k  u se d  in  a d m in is te r in g  the oath , 
and read fro m  P ro v e rb s , x x x i, 6 , 7  : “  G iv e  s t r o n g  d r in k  u n to  him 
that is rea d y  to  p erish , an d  w in e  u n to  t h o s e  th a t  b e  o f  h e a v y  h ea rt,”  
“  L et h im  d rin k , an d  fo r g e t  h is p o v e r t y ,  a n d  r e m e m b e r  h is  m isery  no 
m ore .”  H e  w a s  then  d isch a rg e d  b y  th e  c o u r t , b u t  w e  a re  le ft  in d o u b t 
as to  w h eth er  the v a g ra n t  w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  o f  u n s o u n d  m in d , o r  as 
b e in g  a  typ ica l C hristian  w h o  h a d  o b e y e d  th e  le t te r  o f  th e  la w . T h e  
u p h o ld ers  o f  s la v ery  u sed  to  c ite  th e  B ib le  in  its  s u p p o r t ,  an d  m any 
tex ts  m ay  be  fo u n d  to  ju s t ify  th e  d r in k in g  h a b it  a n d  m a n y  oth er 
p ra ctices  equ ally  repreh en sib le . T h is  i l lu s tr a te s  th e  fo l ly  o f  a c ce p t in g  
im p licitly  the le tter  o f  a n y  so -ca lle d  s a c r e d  w r it in g  o f  w h a te v e r  o r ig in . 
L et i t  u th  stand solely  on its  own m erits.

*
*  *

T h e D a ily  G ra p h ic , in  a l lu d in g  t o  B u d d h is ts  in 
Buddhists P a r is , s a y s :

¡ l  _ In  1889 M. G uim et, the fou n d er  o f  the w ell-know n Ori-
P aris. ental M useum  bearin g  his nam e, in trod u ced  tw o  B uddhist 

Priests into the M useum , as there was a sm all P agoda  there. 
In  a few m onths they made a large n u m ber o f  con verts am on g  the educated 
classes o f Paris, and at the present tim e, the B u d d h ist com m u n ity  consists 
o f  several hundred m em bers w ho zea lou sly  attend  the cerem onies o f  the 
A siatic cults.

1*  *
T h e  W ashington  P o s t  th in k s  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  stars 

A  m a y  s o o n  b e  r e v o lu t io n iz e d  b y  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  te les -
new  kind o f  c o p e s  h a v in g  le n s e s  o f  o x y g e n  g a s  in s te a d  o f  g la s s . 

telescope. I t  sa y s  th ey  ca n  b e  m a d e  o f  s u c h  im m e n s e  s iz e  th a t 
“  th e  m o o n  w ill a p p a r e n t ly  b e  b r o u g h t  w ith in  a  fe w  

m iles, s o  th a t e v e ry  to p o g r a p h ic a l  fe a tu r e  o f  th e  s id e  w h ic h  it tu rn s 
tow a rd  th e  earth  m a y  b e  e x p lo re d  a n d  m a p p e d .”  O u r  n e ig h b o u r in g  
p lan ets, M ars a n d  S a tu rn , w ill  th e n  b e  b r o u g h t  n e a r  f o r  in s p e c t io n . 
P ro fe sso r  D e w a r  h a d  p re v io u s ly  a s c e r t a in e d  th a t  o x y g e n  is  m a g n e tic , 
and P ro fe s s o r  E lm e r  G a te s , a c t in g  u p o n  th is  fa c t ,  c o n v e r t e d  a  p ie ce  
o f  iron  tu b in g , in  th e  en d s  o f  w h ic h  p ie c e s  o f  g la s s  w e r e  se t , in to  a 
m a g n et, b y  w in d in g  it w ith  fine w ir e . T h e  m o le c u le s  o f  o x y g e n  are 
b y  th is m ean s a ttra c te d  to  th e  s id e s  o f  th e  tu b e , s o  th a t  th e  d e n s ity  is 
less in the cen tre . T h is  m a k e s  a  m o r e  p e r fe c t  le n s  th a n  ca n  b e  m a d e  
o f  g lass, as the p a rtic le s  o f  o x y g e n  “  a r r a n g e  th e m s e lv e s  in  a c c o r d -
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an ce  w ith  m athem atica l law .”  Glass lenses have their im perfections 
and lim itations, and their usefulness d oes  n ot increase in d e fin ite ly  
w ith size, bu t P rofessor  G ates thinks that “  there is[practically no 
lim it to  the size o f  the ox y g en  lens.”

** *

H a r p e r ’s  M a g a z in e  g a v e , som etim e since, a singu­
larly  interesting account o f  a case which puzzled the 

W h e r e  d o c to rs  years ag o . A fter  the battle o f  Bull R un,
w a s h is  w h ich  occu rred  at the com m encem ent o f  the Am erican

co n sc io u sn es s  ? c iv il w ar, m ore  than a third o f  a century a g o , a sur­
g e o n  w a s  ca lled  to  see a n eg ro  w ho had been injured, 

bu t n o  on e  cou ld  tell w here. H e cou ld  n ot talk, but w ould  try to  
m arch , as i f  in tim e to  m usic— always b ea rin g  to  the left till he cam e 
in c o n ta c t  w ith  the w all o f  the room , and then w alk ing  around it 
rep ea ted ly , in a dazed  con d ition , slid ing  his left e lbow  against it. 
H is m oth er, A u n t M artha, affirm ed that he had a lw ays been stron g  
and w ell until b ro u g h t h om e in this con d ition  after the battle. T he 
y o u n g  s u rg e o n  did  as d o c to r s  usually d o  w hen b e fo g g e d ; he g a v e  
som e tr iflin g  rem ed y  and lo o k e d  wise.

A fte r  the c lo s e  o f  the w a r he spent several years in the h osp ita ls 
o f  F ra n ce  and  G erm an y  and, tw enty years after the visit above noted, 
w h ile  a tten d in g  an in ternational con v en tion  o f  physicians in the city 
o f  W a s h in g to n , h is a tten tion  w as called  to  a  negro  patient in a h osp i­
ta l, w h o  p rov ed  to  be th e  sam e one he had  visited the day after the 
b a ttle , s o  lo n g  a g o , an d  w h o  w as still m a rch in g  to  the le ft and rub­
b in g  his le ft  elbow , a g a in st  the wall, in a h arm less, helpless condition , 
bu t e a t in g  an d  s leep in g  w ell.

T h e  n ex t day  the b u rly  n eg ro  w as la id  on  an opera tin g  table and 
w h ile  e x a m in in g  the r ig h t side  o f  the sk u ll a  p iece  o f  bon e  from  an 
o ld  fra ctu re  w as fou n d  p re ss in g  upon the brain . T h is  w as lifted up 
and  the sk u ll and sca lp  rep laced . A fter rev iv in g  him he sp ok e  the first 
in te llig ib le  w o rd  he had  uttered  for o v e r  tw enty  years,] and s a id : 
“  W h a r  d id  de  a rm y m o v e  to , y isteday ? ”

F o r  a  w h ile , th ey  w ere  to o  excited to  reply. T hen  the operating  
su rg e o n  s a id :  “ T o w a r d  R ich m on d , Joh n , bu t you  w ere hurt a little  
an d  had  to  s ta y  b e h in d .. .H o w  d o  you  fee l.”

'* Fus rate, thankee, sir ; fus rate.”

The negro then began to question as to the result o f the battle 
o f so long ago, which was now “  yisteday” , the many years which 
had intervened having been, to him, an entire blank. He recu­
perated rapidly and is now driving the carriage of a well known 
senator in W ashington. In conclusion, the writer says : There has 
never come a glimmer o f memory to him]of the twenty odd years that 
he was a mere circling automaton ; but where that mind was, and
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how  it was occupied  during those years, is a never-fa iling  query to
iime.

## *
In a recent paper on  “  T h eosop h y  and Science”  

Scientists by John M ackenzie (see  A pril L u cifer , p. 5 7 ), he quotes 
in  a paragraph from  L ord  K e lv in , the g rea t Scientist,

contrast. taken from  his add ress in June last, “  on  the occasion  
o f  the celebration  o f  his Jubilee  as P ro fessor  o f  Natu­

ral Philosophy in the U niversity  o f  G la s g o w , as fo llo w s  :
I  might perhaps rightly feel pride in know ing that the University 

and City of Glasgow have conferred on  me the great honour o f holding 
this jubilee. I  do feel profoundly grateful, but when I  think how infi­
nitely little is all that I  have done, I  cannot feel pride, I  only see 
the great kindness of my scientific comrades, and o f m y friends, 
in crediting me for so much. One w ord characterizes the most 
strenuous of the efforts (for the advancement o f science) that I  have made 
during fifty-five years— that word is, failure. I  know no more o f electric 
and magnetic force, or o f the relation between ether, electricity and ponder­
able matter, or of chemical affinity, than I  knew and tried to'teach my stu­
dents o f natural philosophy fifty years ago in m y first session as Professor.

U pon  this con fession  o f  the fo re m o s t  p h y s ic is t  o f  the a g e  so  
frankly and hum bly m ade, the a u th or  o f  the a rtic le  a b o v e  referred 
thus co m m e n ts :

How different this is from Tyndall in  his famous Belfast address. He 
gave out to the world that he had solved the whole p rob lem ; he had decided 
that there was no God in the universe 5 he decided that in matter itself lay 
the ■ promise and potency o f life.’ A h , how the w orld  has changed since 
that tim e!

**  •
As we are going to press we are by letter inform-

T h e  ed that the President-Founder o f the T. S., and Miss 
A u s tra lia n  Lilian Edger, m . a . ,  the General Secretary o f t h e  New

lo u r . Zealand Section, are making a joint lecturing tour in
Australia. It is hoped that Miss Edger, who is a 

talented and eloquent speaker, will visit India in December and 
deliver the usual course o f the four morning lectures, at the Annual 
Convention at Adyar. A report o f  a very .interesting lecture by M iss 
Edger may be expected in the next issue o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t.
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To The President o f the Theosophical Society.
Dear Sir and B rother.—A ccording to P resident’s approval o f our re­

commendation that from 1897 the accounts o f  the Theosophical Society be 
examined half-yearly instead o f quarterly, w e have carefu lly  examined the 
accounts of the Theosophical Society fo r  the period  from  25th December

Account Current o f the Theosophical Society for the

Particulars of Receipts.
Receipts.

By Cash. By transfer. Total. Grand Total.

Balance on 24th December 1896...
BS.

Iu. p . BS. L
i

I
p. B S. A. p. BS. A. P.

Permanent Fund 21,163 6 9

Anniversary do 168 11 1

Library do 313 6 5

Head-Quarters do 922
0

11

Sabba Sow Medal do 634 1* 9
Blavatsky Memorial do 2,681 610

Oleott Pension do 2.574!
0 11 28,457 5 8

Suspense Account

Receipts during the period from 
25th Dec. *96 to 30th June *97...

Permanent Fund 5,385 8 6 . . . — . . . 5,385 8 6

Anniversary do 893 15 1 — 893 15 1

Library do 

Head-Quarters do 

Sabba Row Medal do

32

2^22

7

1

0

6

—

*100

*200

0

0

0

0

. . .

132

3,022

7

1

. . .

0*Being loan 
from An- 

61 niversary 
Fund.

—1

Blavatsky Memorial do _ 221 0 9 ... ... 221 0 9

Oleott Pension do ... 180
-

0 l| — — 180 0 1

Suspense Account ... ... \ . . . - ... ... ...

Total Receipts... 9.535 ohi 300
1

4
0 9,835 Oil 9,835 0 11

Detail of balances on different 
Funds — 

ss. a. r. 
Permanent Fond. 26,007 15 3 
Anniversary do 70 10 7 
library do 95 12 3 
Hd.-Quarters do 129 8 1 
Sabba Row Medal do 634 4 9 
Blavatsky Memorial 

Fund 2,903 7 7 
Oleott Pension do 2,754 1 0

1

32,594 11 5

Suspense Account
Total Rs .. 1 38.292 6 ' à
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1896 to  30th June 1897, and found them correct. The several items of expendi­
ture are supported by vouchers from tbe parties who received the disburse­
ments and by accounts signed by CoL Olcott, and by Dr. English during the 
form er’s absence on circuit.
period from  2oth December 1896 to 30th June 1897.

Particulars of Outlays.
Outlays.

By Cash. [By transfer.] Total. [Grand Total.

Permanent Fund 
Anniversary do 
Library do
Head-Quarter’s do 
Subba Bow Medal Fund 
Blavatsky Memorial do .. 
Olcott Pension do .. 
Suspense Account

LI I , ■lA .b ’ . l  ES. A . p . K8. A .F .|  BS. 1 A.] P .
Ö 0 ... L J .J  M l*1, oj¡0*«*

151 71 f300 I 0, 0( 991 ,15] 7j*> t
I ir -10 4 ...

Total...! 5,397 111 2j 300 0

Balance on 30th June 1897

Permanent Fund, 31 per cent.Govt. 
Paper, deposited for safe custody 
with the Bank o f Madras in the 
names o f CoL Olcott and V|| 
Cooppnsawmi Iyer, as per Bank 
Secretary’s receipt.

Do with Babu Upendranatb 
Basu as per bis letter, dated 
21st April 1897 ...|

Blavatsky Memorial Fund, 3§ pet 
cent. Govt. Paper, deposited for 
safe custody with ditto, as pet 
Bank Secretary’s receipt.

Olcott Pension Fund, 3£ per cent 
Govt. Paper, deposited for safe 
custody with ditto, as per Bank 
Secretary’s receipt.

Deposit in Madras Bank as pet 
Bank Pass Book and receipt

Post Office Savings Bank Deposits. 
Permanent Fund 133 6 9
Anniversary do 3 2 0j
Head-Quarters do 104 4 6
Library do 6 0  Of
Subba Bow Medal do 634

350 1 3
•I 3,814 ¡10 t?*iLaSìI r a d  A* !»• r*- 

’ ' " “ W  Inaffi lo  B o d

L L & f

± i ! !Ol 5fiS7 11 25,697 ¡11 2

5,000 «  0

|16.000 l 0

! 2J600 I °l

aCash in the London and Westmin­
ster Bank, Limited, in the name! 
o f CoL Olcott as per Post Office! 
Schedule S o . 42, vide Presi I
deni’s receipt _ _I

Cash with Baba Upendranatb Base!
Ca-h with CoL O lc o t t_
In the chest — ...

Grand Total.

[ 2,400 «  0

1,049 I 3; 5f

881 1 6i

87 *  q  
4 A »  0t 0l

I 509 113 Oj 
( 67 5 6
;-------- - l —: 3250411

38.Z92 6
C. SAMBIAH.
S. T. £  V  >' G AS A WM Y IYENGAR.

*|
 w
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(Continued from  page xliii.)
Contribution authorized by E xecutive Com m ittee to 

cost o f Col. Olcott’s “  H istorical R etrospect ” 
Donation to “  Vâhân" authorized by  E xecutive Com ­

mittee ................
Printing Convention Proceedings
Printing ................  ................
General Secretary’s railway expenses to  Convention. 
Stationery and stamps 
Stenography and typewriting
Telegrams ... [..............  '...
I n c id e n t a ls .............................

40.00

50.00
75.00 

157,75
55.00 

157.68 
129.50

17.96
14.50

81,294.01

Surplus on hand ... 8675.63

A lexander F ullerton,
Treasurer.

From
TH E  G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y ,

o f  the Scandinavian Section, T. 8.

S tockholm, June 6, 1897.
Col. H . S. OLCOTT, P . T . S.

D ear Sir and Brother,
I  have to report, that the second C onvention  o f  the Scandinavian Section 

is successfully concluded M ay 30th ; 1 enclose an address o f greeting from 
the Convention to  the President-Founder.

The Executive Committee o f  the Section , elected  at the Convention, 
consists o f |

Mr. A . Zettersten, General Secretary.
Mod. Dr. Em il Zander, V ice  Chairm an.
M r. G. Jviuell.
Mrs. Fanny Ingestrom .
Miss Frida von Betzen,
M r. Gustav Zander, Treasurer, and the Presidents o f the Lodges.

New Rules for  the Section have been adopted by  the Convention. 1 send 
them to you for  confirmation.

I  am,
Y ou rs  sincerely and fraternally ,

A . Z ettersten,
General Secreta/ry.

C O N V E N T IO N  O F T H E  S C A N D I N A V I A N  S E C T IO N .
To the President o f  the Theosophical Society,

Adya/r, Madras.
The Scandinavian Section o f the Theosoph ical S ociety , in Convention 

assembled, sends its hearty greetings to  the President-F ounder, and wishes 
him a long life for  the cause of the S ociety .

Stockholm, May 29th, 1897.

On behalf of the Convention.
G. K inell,

Chairman.
A. Z ettersten, 

General Secretary.
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Charter Text; Netherlands Section.
THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,

Founded MDLNXV,
President’s Oefice,

Adyar, 14f/i May, 1897.
I, the undersigned President-Founder, by virture of the authority vested 

in me, do hereby authorize the Fellows of the Theosophical Society in the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, to organize under the provisions of the 
Society’s Constitution and Rules, a body to be known as the Netherlands 
Section of the Theosophical Society.

In testimony whereof, I have signed this Charter and affixed the 
Society’s seal, this 14th day of May 1897.

H. S. Olcott,
President.

NEW  BRANCHES.
A  new Branch of the European Section has been formed at Nice, with 

Mrs. Terrell as President, and another has been chartered in the Australasian 
Section, at Perth ;— Officers not yet reported.

N E W  BRANCHES IN  AMERICA.
Dear, Sir,

On June 3rd, a charter was issued to the Alameda Lodge T. S., Alameda, 
California, with seven charter members. The Secretary is Colonel William 
H. H. Russell, 2216 Encinal Avenue. On June 6th, a charter was issued to 
the H. P. B, Lodge T. S., San Diego, California, with eighteen charter 
members. The Secretary is Miss Louise C. Heilbron, 1406, D Street. Or. June 
14th, a charter was issued to the Sacramento T. S., Sacramento, California, 
with thirteen charter members,

These three Branches are due to the work of Mrs. Annie Besant.
The Nyima T. S. of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, has, with the consent of 

the Executive Committee, changed its name to Manasa. The Branches in 
the American Section now number thirty-five.

Yours fraternally,
Alexander Fullerton,

General Secretary.

TH EO SO PH Y AND POLITICS.
W e desire to enter our protest against the attempted coupling of the 

name of Theosophy with the affairs of a small political meeting lately 
held in Mylapore by a few persons signing themselves “ The Hindus 
o f  S ou thern  In d ia ,”  who sent their congratulations to the Sultan of Turkey. 
The misrepresentations of certain editors, especially in Bangalore and Bombay, 
were wholly uncalled for, and undignified. No Theosophical Society had 
an yth in g  w hatever to do with this small political gathering, neither was it 
held at the present premises of the Madras Branch of the Theosophical 
Society, and those who thus attempt to cast reproach upon Theosophy might 
well pause and reflect upon their injustice.

AM BASAM UDRAM  BRANCH.
Mr. K . Narayanasawmi Aiyar, our Southern Provincial Secretary, has 

been spending a week at Ambasamudram, during which two lectures were 
delivered by him in English in the Jubilee Reading Room, on “ Worship of 
God,” and “  Evolution'East and West," and two lectures in the town on

/
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“  Sandya vanthanam " and “  Y agnopavitham ,”  in  Tam il. T he gentlem an also 
convened a m eeting fo r  reviving the a ctiv ity  o f  the B ranch, w hich  resulted 
in the admission o f  new  m em bers and the ch oice  o f  the fo llow in g  named 
gentlemen as officers o f  this Branch o f  the T . S.— G. P . N ilakantam  Aiyar, 
President, and H. T. Subbuswam i A iy a r , Secretary. T he finances o f the 
Branch were adjusted, and it is hoped that it  m ay now  prosper.

A  R A R E  M S .
Pandit R . A . Sastry has recently been on  a  tou r  in  S. In d ia  and brought 

some M SS. fo r  the A dyar L ibrary. A m o n g  them  is one entitled, Itihasa. 
Every student o f Sanskrit knows that the Itihasa  was lost (as a separate 
book), and at present the Mahabharata is identified  w ith  that name. This 
Manuscript is a rare addition  to the T , S . L ib ra ry .

T H E  P R E S ID E N T ’S  T O U R .
W e have recent news from  the P residen t-P ou n d er, w ho has been lecturing 

in  Rockham pton, Bundaberg, M aryborou gh  and B risbane. The Daily Record, 
o f Rockham pton, contains a sum m ary o f  a  lectu re  d e livered  b y  h im  in  that 
place, Friday evening, June 18th, on “ T he T h eosoph ica l S ociety , Its  A im s 
and Success,”  and styles the address b o th  “  fluent”  an d  “  e loquent.”  Surely, 
no one is better qualified to  do  ju stice  to  the su b ject  above m entioned than 
the one who founded the S ociety , and has labou red  fo r  it  and w atched over 
it unceasingly fo r  the past tw enty-tw o }  ears.

T H E  A D Y A R  L I B R A R Y .

The follow ing books have been add ed  d u r in g  the last tw o  m onths :—  
D onated

The Secret Societies o f  all Ages and Countries, from  G eorge  R ed way, tw o 
volum es; Hypnotism, and the Yoga System, fro m  C. T ham otharam  Pillay, 
C eylon ; The Brotherhood o f  the New L ife, fro m  the p u b lish e r ; Chromopathy, 
third edition, from  the E ditor o f The T hinker ; Transactions o f  the Asiatic 
Society o f Japan, volum e X X I V .,  from  th e  p u b lish ers ; Zenia, the Vestal, a Story 
o f  Occult Life, from  G eorge Ited w a y ; Gaudapada’s Devi Sutras, Nigamdrtha- 
dipikd, Varwasyaraha&ya, A g a 3tya S u tras, an d  fi fty  Balm  lea f MSS. bearing 
on different subjects, from  R , A . S a s tr y ; Practical Vegetarian Cookery, from  
Countess W achtm eister and K ate B u ffington  D avis.

P urchased :—

Anandasram a Series N o. 35, Sangitaratndkara, an d  Colebrooke’s Miscella­

neous Essays, I I . V o ls .

R. A nanthakrishna Sastry,

Librarian.

Printed by T hompson and Co., in  th e  Theosophist d  epartm ent o f  the Minerva 
Press, M adras, and published fo r  th e  P rop r ie tors  b y  th e  business M ana­
ger, M r. T . V ijia R aghava C harlv, at A d y a r , M adras.
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O L D  D I A R Y  L E A Y E S .
T H E  T R U E  H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y ,

B y  C ol. Olcott, P. T . S.
Illu stra ted  C row n  8 v o . C loth , 483 pp.

Price Rs. 7- Paper cover Rs. 4.
M r. S tea d  n otices th is B ook  in h is  Borderland and calls i t : —

“ A Remarkable Book about a very Remarkable Woman. This 
is the Real Madame Blavatsky.”

A  gen tlem a n  w rites from  A m erica— ■ After many years of 
study of spiritual problems, and the reading of all the best- 
known works, from Eliphas Levi to Anna Kingsford and Sinnett. 
I still had a good many problems unsolved until 1 read ‘ Old 
Diary Leaves.’ Then, things I had pondered over many a day 
flashed clear to me from simple paragraphs in that book, which, 
often, related to other subjects, but at the same time helped me 
to solve my old riddles-”_______________________________

AN N IE BESANT’ S ADYAR CONVENTION L E C T U l T
1893.

Building of the Kosmos.
S u b je c ts : S ou n d ; F ir e ;  Y oga  

Sym bolism .
Price Re. 1.

1894.
Self and its Sheaths.

S u bjects : The B ody  o f A c t io n ; 
T he B od y  o f F e e lin g ;

The O bject o f the Sheaths.

Price As. 12.

1895.
The Path of Discipleship.

S u b je c ts : I.— First S tep ; K arm a- 
Y o g a  and Purification.

I I .— Qualifications fo r  Discipleship.
Control of the Mind, Meditation 

and Building of Character.
I l l — The L ife o f the Disciple.

Stages on his Path, the awaken­
ing of the sacred fire, and the 
Siddhis.

I V .— The Future Progress o f H u­
m anity.

Methods of future Science, Man’s 
increasing powers, his coming 
development, and Beyond.

1896.
Four great Religions:—

Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, 
Buddhism and Christianity.

Price Re. 1.
THEOSOPHICAL MANUALS Nos. 6 & 7.

T he D evachanic Plane, b y  C. W. Leadbeater, bound copy Price As. 14.

■ M an and his Bodies, b y  M rs. Annie Besant. Do Price As. 14.

THE ARYA BALA BODHINI.
(Or Hind/u Boys’ Journal.)

Is  the organ  o f  the H indu  B oys’ Association, of which Countess Wacht- 
m eister is  the President, and Col. Olcott, the General Adviser. It  is to be 
pu b lish ed  punctually  on the 15th o f every m onth. The aim of the JIagazine 
is  to  stim ulate the m oral and religions education of Indian youth, and to 
crea te  a true patriotic and religious feeling am ong them. Pitat number began 
in  J an u ary  1895.

D oes any H in du  father begrudge one Rupee for his son’s welfare ?
A n n u a l subscrip tion  including postage, Re. 1-0-0. Half-yearly, 

R s. 0-12-0. S ingle  copy , 0-2-0.
N a m es are registered on ly  on receipt o f subscriptions. A ll remittances 

m ust be m ade to the BusinessAlanager, Theosophist Office, Adyar, Madras, 
Ind ia .

F ore ign  subscription  is 2 shillings or 50 cents per annum.
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W ill be sent by V . P. P. on  app lica tion  to the Business Manager 
o f  the Tlieosophist, a ll books, pam ph lets and m agazines.

NEW BOOKS. \
The Secret Doctrine, b y  H . P . B la v a ts k y : 3rd  E dition , 1 Vols., 

and a th ird Y o l. fo r  Index. P r ice  £ 2 . 5s. W ill be sent to any part 
o f India and Ceylon. P rice  R s. 40. P rice  o f  in d e x  Y o l. to  Secret 
Doctrine is R s. 14 fo r  non-subscribers to  the new  edition .

Isis Unveiled, b y  do., latest E dn ., 2 V ols . P r ice  10 dollars or Rs. 35.
Reminiscences of H. P. Blavatsky an d  “  The Secret Doctrine,”  

by the Countess Constance W ach tm eister. P r ice  R e . 1.
Prasnottara, V ols . I. I I . I I I .  I V . V . & V I .,  p a p er  cover. JEte. 1 each.
Theosophy, Religion and Occult Science, by  Col. O lcott. Paper- 

bound copies o f  the E nglish  E dition . P r ice  is n ow  redu ced  to  Rs. 3-8.
Agastya Devi Sutras w ith an In trod u ction , b y  R . Anantqakrishna 

Sastri. A s. 6 . *>
Gaudapada’s Devi Sutras D o  D o  .> A s. 6
The Human Aura w ith  Illu stration s, b y  A . M arques. Paper 

cover Rs. 1-12-0. C loth bound, R s. 2-10.
Pamphlet on the Treatment of Scorpion Bite, Re. 0-4-0.
The Path Of Virtue, by W . R . O ld . 5 anuas,
A Modern Panarion— a co lle ction  o f  F u g it iv e  F ragm ents from  

the pen o f H . P . B lavatsky. R s. 15.
New Aspects of Life, by D r. P ra tt, M. D, P r ic e  R s. 3-8-0 .
The Story of Atlantis (w ith  4  m a p s), b y  W . S cott E lliot. 

Preface by A . P . Sinnett. Rs. 3-8.
The Upanishads, Vols-1 & II, translated  in to  E n g lish  w itha  pre­

amble and argum ents, by  G. R . S. M ead, B . A ., M . R . A . S., and R oy  
Choudhuri. Paper cover. P rice  8  as. each . C lo th  R e . 1.

The System to which we Belong. T ran saction  L on d on  L odge 
N o. 30. B y  A . P . Sinnett. Re. 1.

In The Outer Court, bein g  Five Lectures de livered  at B lavatsky 
Lodge, T . S., L ondon , b y  M rs. A n n ie  B esant. R s . 1-8.

The Aura: A n  enquiry in to  th e  N atu re  an d  F u n ction s o f  the 
Lum inous m ist seen about H um an an d  o th e r  bodies. (R e p r in t  from  the 
Theosophist). 2 annas. *

The World Mystery, b y  G . R . S. M ead. R s . 3-8 .
The Theosophy of the Upanishads. P a rt  1. C loth  R s. 3.
Plotinus—The Theosophy of the Greeks, b y  G . R . S . M ead. 

As. 14.

Sathanachatushtaya, b y  R . J agan n ath iah . V e r y  u sefu l pam p h ­
let in E nglish. 4  annas.

Involution and Evolution a cco rd in g  to  th e  P h ilo so p h y  o f  C ycles 
A s Kalpa. R s. 7.

The Vedanta Philosophy, b y  P r o f . M a x  M ü ller . R s . 4-12 .
The Theosophy of the Greeks, P lo tin u s . E s . 0 -14 -0 .
Pistis Sophia, translated  by  G . R . S . M e a d . R s . 6 -9 -0 .
Orpheus. R s. 3-15-0.
Yoga-Vasishta (L agh u ) tran sla ted  in to  E n g lish , b y  K . N arayaua- 

sami Iyer. R s. 3-4-0.
The Growth of the Soul, a sequ el to  E ste r ic  B u d d h is m , by 

A . P . S innett. O f g rea t value to  a ll  stu d en ts . R s . 4 -6 -0 .
Old Diary Leaves- T h e  tru e  H is to r y  o f  th e  T h eosop h ica l 

Society, by  C ol. H . S . O lcott, P . T . S . M r . S tea d  n o tice s  th is  book  
in his Borderland, and calls it  “  A  R em a rk a b le  B o o k  a b ou t a  V e r y  R e ­
markable W om an. T h is is the rea l M adam e B la v a tsk y .”  C loth  R s. 7 . 
Paper Rs. 4.
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IN F O R M A T IO N  F O R  S T R A N G E R S .

THE Theosophical Society was formed at New York, November 
X believed that the best interests of Religion and Science would e p , 7  . v .

of Sanskrit, Pali, Zend, and other ancient literature, in which the Sages and Initiates had 
preserved for the use of mankind truths of the highest value respecting man and nature. 
A Society of an absolutely unsectarian character, whose work should be amicably prosecuted 
by the learned of all races, in a spirit of unselfish devotion to the research of truth, and with 
the purpose of disseminating it impartially, seemed likely to do much to check materialism 
and strengthen the waning religious spirit. The simplest expression of the objects or the 
Society is the following :—

F irst.—To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction 
of race, creed, Bex, caste or colour.

Second.—To encourage the study of comparative religion, philosophy and science.
Third.—To investigate unexplained laws of Nature and the powers latent in man.
No person’s religious opinions are asked Upon his joining, nor his interference with them 

permitted, bu. every one is required, before admission, to promise to show towards bis 
fellow-mernh'-rs the same tolerance in this respect as he claims for himself.

The Head-quarters, offices, and managing staff are at Adyar, a suburb of Madras, where the 
Society has a property of twenty-seven acres and extensive buildings, including 
one for the Oriental Library, and a spacious hall wherein Annual Conventions are held 
on the 27th of December.

The Society is not yet endowed, but there is a nucleus of a Fund, the income from the 
investment of which is available for current expenses ; these are mainly, however, met by 
donations, and one-fonrth of all fees and dues collected by Sections, and fees and dues from 
non-sectionalised countries.

All Bequests intended to benefit the Society an a whole, must be made to “ The Trustees for 
the time being of the Theosophical Society, appointed or acting under a Deed of Trust, dated 
the 14th of December 1892, and duly enrolled.’ ’

The Society, as a body, eschews politics and all subjects outside its declared sphere of work. 
The Rales stringently forbid members to compromise its strict neutrality in these matters.

The Theosophiet is private property, but under the Revised Rules it is the organ of the 
Socie j  for the publication of official news. For anything else in the Magazine, the Society is 
not responsible.

Many Branches of the Society have been formed in various parts of the world, and new ones 
are constantly being organised. Up to Dec. 27, 1896,428 charters for Branches had been issued. 
Each Branch frames its own bye-laws and manages its own local business without inter­
ference from Head-quarters ; provided only that the fundamental rules of the Society are not 
violated. Branches lying within certain territorial limits (as, for instance, America, Europe, 
India, &c.,) have been grouped for purposes of administration in territorial Sections. For 
particulars, see the Revised Rules of 1896, where all necessary information with regard to 
joining the Society, &c., will also be found: to be had free on application to the Recording 
Secretary of the Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras; or to the General Secretaries of the 
Sections.

In Europe, apply to G. R. S. Mead, 19, Avenue Road, Regent’s Park, N. VV., London, 
in Scandinavian countries to A. Zettersten, Nybrogatan, 30, Stockholm, Sweden.. Ir. Hol­
land, to Mr. W. B. Fricke, Amsterdam. In India, to Bertram Eeightley, Benares, N.W. P., 
India. In America, to Alexander Fullerton, 5, University Place, New York City. In 
Australasia, to J. Scott, m. a., 42, Margaret St., Sydney, N. S. W. In New Zealand, to 
MisB Lilian Edger, m. a., Mutual Life Buildings, Lower Queen Street, Auckland. In 
Ceylon, to Mrs. M. M. Higgins, Musaeus School and Orphanage for Bnddbist Girls, 
8, Brownrigg St., Cinnamon Gardens, Colombo, or to Mr. H. 8. Pcrera, 61, Maliban St., 
Colombo.

N O T I C E .
A  New and Revised Explanatory Catalogue of 27 pages, containing the 

titles of over 600 important and interesting works upon THEOSOPHY 
RELIGION, MAGIC, PHANTOMS, SPIRITUALISM, THOUGHT­
READING, PSYCH O M ETRY, ASTROLOGY, PALMISTRY, HYGIENE, 
E tc. ,  m ay  be had free upon application to the Manager, T h eoxoph ixt Office, 
Adyar, Madras. All books are sent by V. P. P. in India, Burma and Ceylon 
for the price marked in the Catalogue, with the addition of only V. P. 
commission.



CORRESPONDENCE NOTICE.
To save needless trouble, always observe the fo llow ing  rules :
1. All correspondence from 'any country  about H ead-Quarters (Non-Indian) 

T. i§. business, and all cash remittances for the support o f  Head-Quarters, address to 
The Recording Secretary or Treasurer, T. S., A dyar, Madras. Cable telegrams 
address “ Olcott, Madras.”

2. Letters to myself should be addressed to me at A dyar : confidential ones to be 
marked “  Private.”

3. All letters about Indian Branch w ork and Fellow s, applications for member­
ship in India, and for blank forms, and all fees, dues and donations for the support of 
the work in India only, address to Bertram K eightley, Esq., General Secretary, Indian 
S ection  T. S -, Benares, N. W . P., India. Telegraphic and cable A dd ress: Be- 
sant, Benares.

4. All business relating to the T h eosop h ist and orders fo r  books and publications 
of all kinds, address only to T h e B u sin ess Manager, T h eosop h ist Office, A dyar.

5. All matters for publication in the T h eosop h ist and books fo r  review, address 
to The Editor o f the Theosophist, A dyar.

A dyar, January 1895. H . S . O L C O T T , P . T . S.

MADAME BLAVATSKY’S WORKS-
T he Secret D octrine. N ew RS. A. F rom  the  Caves and J ungles RS. A.

Edition, 2 V ols. with In­ op H industan  .. . 6 9
dex SEPARATELY BOUND. ... 4 0  0 G ems from  the  E ast 2 15

Isis  Unveiled 35  0 N ightm are  T ales 0  14
T heosophical G lossary • ... 10  15 T h e  V oice op th e  S ilence 0 8
K ey to T heosophy, 3rd and 

R evised English E dition . . . 5  4
I ndex V ol. to the S ecret D oc­

trine  . . . 14 0
Note.—The Manager, Theosophist, is now ready to supply complete set o f the new Edition 

1 Secret Doctrine,”  with Index Vol. for Bs. 40. Post Free, by V. P. P. Its. 40/8.

M A H A B H A R A T A .
Now Complete.—(B o th  Text and Translation).

The E n g lis h  T r a n s la t io n  o f  th e  Mahabharata b y  th e  late Babu P. C. it03',  c .i .e . ,  
is now complete in  100 p a r ts . P r ic e  fo r  th e  w h o le  is  B s . 22. Complete Sanskrit 
Text can also be h a d  f o r  B s . 5  o n ly . T h e  fu r th e r  re d u ce d  ra tes will continue only 
for three months.

A pply  to the u n d e r s ig n e d — a ll  rem ittances b e in g  s t r ic t ly  payable to Mrs. Sun- 
dari Bala Boy, at N o. 1, B a ja  G n r n  Dass S treet, C a lcu tta .

A G H A R  N A T H  B A N E B J I ,  Manager.

ENGLISH PERIODICALS-
LUCIFER :

4  M on th ly  Magazine d ev o ted  to  T h e o s o p h y .
Founded by H . P. E L A V A T S K Y  ; E d ited  b y  A nnie B esant an d  G . B . S . M ead- 1 Published on the 15th o f  each month b y  th e  T h eo so p h ica l P u b lis h in g  S ocie ty , 7, 

Duke Street, A dclpb i, London , W . C. Terms,— 17 S h illin g s  a n d  6d., o r  B s . 16 a  year in 
advance. Indian A gen t, Business M anager, Theosophist.

MERCURY :
A Monthly Magazine devoted to Theosophy, O rien ta l Philosophy, O ccu lt S ciences  

and the Brotherhood o f  M an. O rgan o f  the A m erica n  S ection .
Edited by W illiam  Joh n  V a lte r s . P a la ce  H o te l , S a n  F ra n c is co , C a l., TJ. S. A . 

Bs. 1 per annum, Post Free.

THEOSOPHY IN A U STR A LA SIA  :
T‘,e Monthly Organ o f  the Australasian S ection , D evoted  to  the D issem ination  ;

o f  the P r in c ip le s  o f  T h eosop h y .
Edited and published at the B e a d -q u a rte rs  o f  th e  S e c tio n , 42 , M a rg a ret S treet, 

Sydney. Australia.
■BmB h S B  fhe above M agazines, and a ll n e w  b o o k s  a n n o u n ce d  in  th em , m ay  be

through C e M a ia g e r  o f  th e  Theosovhist.


