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TH ERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.
[Fam ily motto o f the Maharajahs o f  Benares.}

OLD DIARY LEAVES.
S econd  O r ie n ta l  S e r ies, C hapter  II.

CA N  any of H . P. B .’s old friends figure to th e m s e lv e s  h o w  sh e  m ust 
have looked and felt on being received a t  a r a ilw a y  s ta tion  by. a 

Governor’s band playing “  God Save the Queen,” a n d  th en  taken  in 
procession, to the clang of music, to our lodging-house ? T h a t  is ju s t  
what happened to us on reaching Pondichéry, and I d ra w  the v e il o v e r  

the am using picture, as I  have not the talent of Bret H a r te  to  d o  it 

justice. A t the house, in the presence of a select number of dark-skinned 
French ‘ citizens,’ an address in a rickety sort of French was read to us 
and duly responded to by me ; after which presentations, welcomes and 
com plim ents follow ed and our rooms were thronged by visitors day and 
evening. The next morning I  had ceremonial visits to make to His 
Excellency, the Governor, H is something, the Mayor, and various other 
local officials, by all o f whom I  was courteously and kindly received. 
Then I had a look through the town, upon which the French cachat was 
placed wherever possible— the blue-and-white enamelled street s ig n s  at 
the corners, the little  sidewalk tables and chairs at restaurants, th e  

Paris names and shops in petto, the French look of the Place D n p le ix , 

the unm istakable French look of the functionaries and white traders, 
the very aping of French manners by the Natives. This little seven-by- 
nine colony, com paratively to British India, as big as a postage stamp, 
and hemmed in by it on the three land sides, was totally unlike it, ev en  

in the attitude of the w hite and dark races towards each other. T h a t , 
indeed, was what struck me most forcibly, accustomed as I had become 
to the immense gu lf between the races in the Great British Dependency. 
M y introducer to all these high officials was a dark, almost black, Tamil 
gentleman, a M embre du Conseil, and I was no less pleased than sur­
prised to see how they received him as an equal, quite as though his 
dark skin did not prevent his being a human being as good as them­
selves. W h ile  I  m ight have been amused to see my friend playing the 
citizen, I was not amused but very much gratified to see that his right 
to respect was freely conceded.

Before our arrival it had been arranged that I was to lecture in 
English and the M ayor would translate me into French. At the ap­
pointed hour I confronted a large audience of both races, the Mayor 
presided and I began speaking,- but after a sentence or two, paused
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for my interpreter to take up the running. This went on for perhaps 
ten minutes, when the Mayor confessed that his stock of English was 
exhausted, and called the Interpreter to Government, a French gentle­
man, to replace him. Five or six sentences finished him up, and a 
third translator, a Tamil, was brought forward, but he broke down 
almost at once. There I stood feeling like a fool, and ready to give it 
up as a hopeless case ; but the Mayor, in his best French, told the 
audience that he had had a long conversation with me on Theosophy that 
morning and that I knew quite enough French to speak without inter­
pretation, whereupon I was called upon from all parts of the room to go 
ahead, and that I had finally to do despite my excuses and protestations. 
In a fashion that I dare not look back upon, 1 went on, and on, for more 
than an hour, expounding our ideas and Eastern philosophy as best I 
could, and the audience were kind enough to signify by loud applause 
that in coming out to India they had brought with them that lovely 
national trait of courtesy and forbearance for strangers who try to 
speak their tongue. You should, however, have seen the face and gestures 
of H. P. B. when I returned home and told her what I had done. She 
held up both hands in amazement and made comments strongly sug­
gestive of her horror at the possible and probable mistakes I had made 
in the use of genders and verbs ! However, I  did get through after 
a fashion, and we did form a T. S. Branch in the town, which was the 
chief thing after all.

I was so busy telling her the above and hearing her comments that, 
beyond a sweeping bow to the dozen or so of visitors sitting on the 
floor about her, whom she bad been entertaining during my absence, I 
took no notice of them. She, however, presently gave me a certain look 
and by slightly incling her head made me look towards her right, at one 
man who sat behind the others, and who met my startled gaze with, a 
kindly smile. It was none other than one of the Masters known to me 
at New York during the writing of “  Isis Unveiled one who disliked 
English so much that he always spoke and wrote French in his com­
munications with me : the very one who gave me that cutting rebuke 
by duplicating several times the lead-pencil I hesitated to lend | H.P.B.” 
— his temporary shell. I can’t say if the others saw him, but cer­
tainly they could not have left him so unnoticed if they had, for he was 
to them, in majesty, as a lion to a whippet. I longed to approach and 
address him, but his eyes expressed the command that 1 should not, so 
I took my seat on the floor to H. P. B.’s left where I  had him in full 
view. The company did not stay long after my arrival, and he, after 
saluting H. P. B., like the rest, with folded palms, in the Indian fashion, 
spoke a word or two to her apart and followed them out.

W e left Pondichéry for Madras, September 23rd, and got home that 
afternoon, rejoiced to see the dear place again. As usual after a tour, 
I had no end of arrears of correspondence and literary work to make up, 
but by the next midnight it had been disposed of. On the 25th, we 
celebrated the first Anniversary of the Madras T. S., at Pachiayappa’s
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Hall, a great crowd attending. Besides myself, Dewan Bahadur R. 
Raghoonath Row and the regretted T. Subba Row made speeches. My 
stay at home was so very brief that on the 27th, I started again on a 
long journey to the northward, with our friend L. V. V. Naidn as my 
Private Secretary. Bellary, Adoni and Hyderabad (Deccan—the Nizam’s 
capital) came in sequence, and the usual events of Branch making, ques­
tion, answering and patient healing, occurred. My receptions by friends 
were always kind, and personal ties of brotherhood were made which 
are still unbroken. A t Mr. Narasimhaln. Chetty’s house, at Hyderabad, 
there was a most interesting case of the cure of blindness in one eye, 
within the half hour’s treatment. I remember it so well. Facing the 
house, on the farther side of the road that skirted the compound, stood 
a telegraph pole. The patient, an adult Hindu, had been brought to 
me by his physician, Dr. Rustomji, F. T . S., to the upper veran­
dah, where I sat talking with friends. He had done his best for 
the patient but had failed to even temporarily relieve the total blind­
ness of the eye. It looked as healthy as the other one, but on testing 
in the usual way, 1 found that it was unmistakably sightless. I, 
therefore, breathed upon the eyeball, “ with mesmeric intent,” through 
the small silver tube I carried in my pocket for that purpose, 
made the proper passes over the forehead and nape of the neck, 
and after the time mentioned had the pleasure to receive the pati­
ent’s joyous assurance that his sight was restored. To make sure, 
I laid my finger on the other eyeball and told him to describe 
what he saw straight ahead of him. He at once said, “  The compound, 
the fence, the gate, the road and a telegraph pole: on the glass knob 
to the right hangs a bit of colored rag.”  A ll was correct. The doctor 
was perfectly delighted, while as for the patient, after a prostration 
before me he hurried away. When the doctor and I came to talk over the 
case, I wanted to recall the patient for us to make an optical examination 
with an instrument, but Dr, Rustomji soon brought back word that the 
fellow had gathered his few effects together and hastened away to his 
village to take his people the glad tidings. W hether the rumour of this got 
spread through the town or not J cannot say, but certainly my audience 
the next day was so great that the hall was—as a Hindu correspondent 
wrote to his paper about another such meeting— “ crowded to the 
proverbial pin-drop,”  and we had to adjourn to the compound and let 
them spread over the lawn. Secunderabad, Bolaram, Sholapore and 
Poona followed n ex t: at tbe latter place— I see by my Diary—I received 
the shortest address on record—a model o f brevity. The members met me 
at the station, drove me to the bungalow prepared for my accommo­
dation, got the company placed, and then the spokesman, taking my 
hand said : “  Mr, President and dear brother, I welcome you to our 
station.”  I  replied, “  Thank you heartily,”  and that finished it. O h! 
that those concocters of long, tiresome addresses in Sanskrit, Pali 
Sinhalese, Tamil, Telugu,Bengalee, Urdu, Hindi, Hindustani, Guramukhi, 
Marathi, Guzerati and a dozen other, to me unknown, tongues that I
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hare had to listen to. often at midnight or even at 4 o’clock in the 
morning, after a long, bone-banging railway journey, could only have 
had the inspiration of the Sholapore President, how happy it would 
have made me. At this station a new recruit—Mr. W. T. Brown, of 
Glasgow, “  Poor Brown”—joined me for the tour. He, and a Mrs. Sarah 
Parker, of Dublin, bad just arrived at Madras under the impulse of 
service, and Brown had volunteered to help me. I wrote him from 
Hyderabad a kind but most explicit letter, warning him of the self- 
sacrifice he must expect to make; the public ingratitude, individual 
treacheries, libellous attacks on character, unjust suspicion of motives, 
bad fare and fatiguing journeys by nights and days in all sorts of 
conveyances: warning him to return to Europe if he had expected any­
thing else, and leave H. P- B. and myself to continue the work we had 
began with our eyes open. His reply was a telegraphic notice of his 
coming to me, »nd he overtook me at Sholapore.

The coming into the electric intellectual atmosphere of Poona was a 
delightful sensation. The cultured Marathi mind is capable of grasp­
ing the highest problems of philosophy with ease, and the tone of con­
versation among the cultured class is as high as one could imagine to 
exist anywhere, even in a German or English University town. In 
travelling through the east one feels acutely these contrasts, and gauges 
towns by the mental standard done. I f  von ask me to describe their 
physical features I  could scarcely do it, fo r the recollection o f all these 
thwisuids of temples, dharmsdas, tanks, bazaars, streets and bungalows 
is almost a dim jumble in the memory; but I can g iv e  a pretty fair de­
scription of the intellectual state o f alm ost any o f the tow ns and villages 
which I have visited. Now that 1  recall it , th is is  ju st what I was 
surprised to find in an old daadeal teacher o f m ine whom 1  revisited 
many years after leaving his school: he recollected alm ost nothing of 
the personal appearance of my g d  classm ates, but when I  mentioned 
a name it associated itself with th e hoy's m ind, and as such he remem­
bered him. The subject gnra me to lecture upon ax Hirabag, in the 
Town Hall, was “  The Future Záfe” , and S ir  Jam setji Jijibhoy, the 
second baronet, occupied the chair. From  Poona w e m oved on to Bombay.

For lack o f house acrounaudatioD. th e  Branch put us in  large ta d s  
on the Esplanade and we found i t  very cool and com fortable until the 
nextday when an untimely storm 'burst upon th e c ity  and w e were 
dratched with torrents of raía during tw o days. O ur tents became 
soaked, our effects damp and m ouldy, and th e flat ground about our 
camp, not being able to receive th e deluge as fa st as i t  fe ll, waa turned 
in n  a siaDow pond. This — mi,-mg fev er to  n s and consequent inter­
ruption o f work, our colleagues pu t us in to  som e hu ge em pty rooms in  
the old building o f the fiaubtj Gasesfe, w here w e w ere a t least dry. A  
lecture w as given on the 17¡t. a t F ram ji C ow asji H a ll, and young 
Brown’s remarks at the dose were received w ith  g rea t friendliness by  
she crowdsd audience.
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I t  m ay be a re lie f to  som e of the readers o f th ese sketches to learn  
th at a t B om bay I  received orders from m y G u ru  to suspend all healings 
until fa rth e r ad vices, and th at the narratives, w hich m ust have sorely  
tried th eir fe e lin g s, w ill henceforth practically cease. T he prohibition  
came none too soon, fo r  I  am  persuaded th a t I  m yself should have be­
come paralyzed  i f  th e strain  had been kept u p . O ne m orning, at M adras, 
ju st before sta rtin g  on th e present journey, I  found m y le ft fore-finger 
devoid o f sen sation — a  clear w arning to be c a re fu l; and between M adras 
and B om bay it  had tak en m e much longer and dem anded fa r greater 
exertions to  effect cures th an it  had previously : there w as also a much 
larger percen tage o f fa ilu res. This is not to  be wondered at for, after 
treatin g one w ay or another some 8,000 patien ts w ith in  the tw elve  
m onth, th e  stu rd iest psych opath , let alone a  m an o f fifty-odd , m igh t be 
expected to  h ave com e to  the last -v o lt’ in  h is v ita l b a tte r y : 
a  state to  w h ich  th e  tir in g  journeys, the n ig h ts o f broken sleep, the  
often m eagre food , and th e  ceaseless in tellectu al strain o f a  large  
correspondence, d a lly  conversazioni, and a lm o st d aily  extem poraneous 
lectures on  profou nd th em es m ust, n atu rally , have greatly  helped to  
bring abou t.

O n  th e  20 th  O ctober, H . P . B . jo in ed  m e at B om bay to  m ake 
a jo in t v is it to  th e  M a h a ra ja  H olkar, w h o had invited us and sent 
us m oney fo r  ou r ra ilw a y  expenses. B u t a telegram  to us at 
B om bay p o t an end to  th e  affair, as h e  w as unable to  receive us, 
so H . P . B . retu rned to  M adras and I  kept on m y pre-arranged  
itin eracy . W h ile  a t B om bay w e received an intim ation from  K in g  
The haw . o f B u rm a, th a t h e w ould be pleased to  have us v isit him  at 
M andalay. M r. B row n , D am odar M avalankar and L . V . Y . N aida  
w ent X o rth  w ith  m e, an d  another P. T . 8 .— T . 1» arainsw am y X aidn—  
g o t perm ission to  jo in  n s a s  a  m ere com panion. T o  avoid confusion on 
these lo n g  tou rs, a  program m e w as alw ays settled  upon in advance, and 
printed copies circu lated  to  th e  Branches and groups on the rou te; 
givin g th e  h oars an d  m hm taa o f m y arrivals a t and departures from  
stations, an d  inform ation  a s to  the kind o f food , th e quantity o f fire­
w ood, w ater an d  accom m odation required , and a ll other d etails; the  
Branches w ere le ft  to  select th e  subjects fo r  m y lectures, but sometimes 
neglected i t  u n til I  w as a ctu a lly  ready to  m ount th e  platform .

From  som e o f ou r best-beloved colleagues, w ho were then living at 
Jubbulpore, w e received an  affectionate w elcom e and good service for  
seeing persons and places. I  visited the H ig h  School and the R ajknm ar 
C ollege, one o f th ose schools fo r  young princes and nobles, that the G ov­
ernm ent h as fou n ded  throughout Tmtia- I t  w as interesting to  see 
together th ese la d s w h o, in  tim e wiD ru le  over milKtuw, and I  spoke 
land w ords o f  counsel to  each class as I  passed through the room s. I  
w as to ld  la ter th a t m y  w ords had stirred th e  hearts o f the prince!nur-. 
®  th a t th ey  form ed a  friendly league betw een them selves, to  keep up  
their friendship an d  encourage each outer to  lead the good Kfo prescribed
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for kings in the old scriptures. They all came to my lecture the same 
evening, which, because of the crowd, was given in the open air.

The next morning we rose at 3-30, and at 5, drove away to the 
Marble Rocks, one of the tourist’s sights of India. To one who had 
seen Niagara and many great rivers of the world, it was a tame affair. 
The sacred Nerbudda River is here hemmed in between barriers of white 
limestone, which it has seamed and cross-seamed with numberless cracks. 
The rocky scenery is rather artistic in petto than grand and imposing; 
though by moonlight it must seem quite fairy-like. Par more striking 
to me was an old Bawa (ascetic) whom we found living in an adjacent 
cave. He had great repute as a proficient in the physiological feats of 
Hatha Yoga, and obligingly performed a number of them—not a 
whit more difficult than those one sees in our modern European variety 
halls and hippodromes—at my request. He told us that he had spent 
the past 47 years of his life in making Prada&sfo'Ma (circnmambulation) of 
the Nerbuddha River as a work of merit, the distance to travel is 1,800 
miles, and the time occupied in each circuit of his foot-pilgrimage, three 
years. He was a fine, hale man, with a bright eye and the expression 
of a firm character on his face. While I was studying these details, I 
was startled by his asking me to be good enough to teach him how to 
concentrate the mind ! If that was what his half century of struggle 
had resulted in, certainly it offered no inducement for anybody else to 
try his Hatha Yoga. Here was a man who had got his body under such 
control that he could almost turn himself inside out and walk down his 
own throat, but had not yet learnt how to fix that wandering mind 
which gives us so much trouble. Needless to say, 1 1  improved the 
occasion” to tell him a little homely truth about seeming and being, on 
the lines of the Q itd, the Dham m apada, and St, Matthew xxiii. What 
a lesson it is in self-development!

My lecture that evening was upon the necessity for a revival of 
Sanskrit literature, and at the close I started a subscription for the 
opening of a Sanskrit School, towards which the handsome sum of 
Rs. 1,500 was pledged with a great show of enthusiasm. The same idea 
was broached by me at my first lecture at Allahabad, whither I went 
from Jubbulpore. The great audience caught at the idea at once and 
Rs. 2,007 was subscribed that evening, and Rs. 2,500 more was reported 
at a meeting of the local Branch on the 30th as having been inscribed 
on the subscription paper.

On the 31st, we moved on to Ghazipore, where we were given 
hospitality by the Maharaja of Dumraon, and where, on arrival, 1 had 
to reply to three addresses, in English, Sanskrit, and Urdu, to the last- 
named two through interpreters. The next halting-place was Oawnpore, 
of tragic memory, where the bungalow of the Maharaja of Burdwan had 
been placed at my disposal. When we drove through the compound we 
found the house illuminated with 1,000 ch irags, or Indian clay lamps, 
and the rooms were a blaze of light. H. S. Olcott.
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TH E SEARCH FOR A  GURU.

THOUGH Theosophy has been the most important of the causes that 
have brought about the present spirit of inquiry in the minds of our 

countrymen, and though all enterprises and movements calculated to 
induce a religious revival are encouraged and patronised by Theoso- 
phists everywhex’e, yet there is an indirect and implied opposition to 
Theosophy by the outside public, by reason of its so-called mysticism. 
What is this mysticism of which we are accused P It is nothing but 
the assertion that this Society has been launched into existence at the 
bidding of the Masters, who belong to the Himalayan Brotherhood. 
We do not at any time ask people to believe in their reality, if such 
they cannot appreciate with their hearts. We are liberal enough in our 
views when we ask them to take the existence of the Mahatmas as 
probable, and as ideal advanced souls, if they cannot bring themselves 
to believe in them as facts. We do not mystify at all; but we 
say that some of ns have had the opportunity of seeing the Masters, 
and we put before the world this evidence (pei'sonal in the case of 
some) to be taken by the world, or not, as it likes. Is this a 
mystery ? Is the veil to be thrown open to every scoffer who 
challenges us to a personal interview with those great souls ? and 
could any man have this veil cast aside for .him by another ? No, every 
man has to do that work for himself j make himself purer and purer, 
more and more spiritual, and ready to enjoy the bliss of having the 
veil disappear, of itself.

Is there any religion in the world which has not such a mystery ? 
Are there not many things which are not destined for the eye of the 
ordinary mortal ?

The Miracles of Christ and several other initiates, the doings of 
Bhaktas all over the world and the timely intercession of invisible 
beings in certain cases; are these to be brought before the physical eye 
of unbelieving man ? Supposing Mahavishnu himself appears with his 
four hands and his mace, conch, disc, and pitambar, the unbelieving 
man will call it an illusion brought into existence by some magician to 
beguile the ignorant and the credulous. While such is the case, I do not 
wonder that people call it a mystery and accuse us of mystifying 
matters when we say that we do certain works at the bidding of the 
Masters.

In ancient days, when Brahmavichara was taking place every­
where, when there was an earnest demand for a guru on the part of 
several enquiring souls, the Rishis that appeared to their disciples 
instructed them in Vedantic lore and enabled them to realise A'tmic 
bliss, and even then they (the Rishis) acknowledged their allegiance 
to their respective Masters, as is seen in several Upanishads.
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“ Ho we hoar from Those learned and w ise who instructed us in 
that su bject.” Is such a plain confession of one’s obedience to his Guru 
to be called m ystifying ? Did the disciples ever require those Bishis 
to bring forth their Gurus before them  P N o, such blasphem ing was 
not prevalent then. M any a thing was taken on tru st and acted upon 
and realised to be true. Now there is no attem pt at realization ; when­
ever anything transcending the reach of the senses is m entioned, at once 
the unbeliever, th e m aterialist, and the scoffer, rise up, clap hands, and 
declare “  It is all a m ystery.” No doubt, it will be a m ystery, so long as 
you do not try to realise it. If you in tellectu ally  grasp it, and try to 
put faith in it, tl ien at least you will sooner or later com e to realise it.

To put faith in i t ! Ah, there is the difficulty. I t  m ay be asked, 
“ Are we to blindly believe what others say”  ? “ A re  we to suppose that 
the realisations of unseen things by certain individuals are not illusory, 
but on the contrary real P” 1 think, in m atters concerning metaphysics, 
blind faith based on the words of great and good persons (w hich on that 
account does not deserve the epithet “  b lin d” ) is fa r better than no faith 
at all.

Even veritable scientific phenomena are explained on the basis of 
some hypothesis, w hich is only assum ed and not proved. The 
existence o f an imponderable, lum iniferous, a ll-p ervadin g medium 
known by the appellation of eth er; the undulatory theory, the atomic 
theory, and a host of such theories are taken to be true and worked out 
into more and more credible theories. W h ile  so, is it not necessary, 
when experim enting upon m etaphysical phenom ena, th at we should 
have some theories to work out, som e hints (p ractical) to begin with ? 
H ave not alm ost all the m ighty in tellects o f E urope, as Professor 
H uxley and others, given vent to th eir inm ost th oughts w ith  regard to 
the unseen world, with regard to som ething besides the brute matter 
and force of the m aterialist— w ith regard to consciousness, which is 
beyond the grasp of purely physical experim ental research ? W h a t do 
these facts go to prove | They tend to prove th a t th e W est was evolving, 
progressing in a material way till now , and th at as its m aterial progress 
has become w ell-nigh stable, the A ll-m e rcifu l has th ought fit to give 
them a th irst for spiritual research. T h ey  go to prove th at we need 
some w orking hypothesis before som ething m ore tan gible can be secured.

Faith, therefore, is absolutely necessary. A  guide, a spiritual guide 
is absolutely necessary ; and this sp iritu al guide is not easy to get, and 
at the sam e tim e not difficult of access. G u ru s, w ho can lead us in the 
Path of salvation, are everywhere, seeking fit opportunities to present 
them selves before disciples ; and disciples are to ld  clearly in all our 
books to practise certain virtues and characteristics w hich w ill enable 
them  to obtain tho bliss of seeing th eir G u ru . W e  know w hat our 
worldly Gurus are. W e  know how  liab le th ey are to change. W e  
know how rajusic and lAmnsic som e o f them  are.
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Though they may be of use for a time, in making one a fit disciple 
for a purely spiritual Guru, yet they cannot themselves serve as such 
Gurus ; for they are contaminated by thirst of praise, by association 
with all sorts of persons without sufficient safe-guards, by the flatteries 
of their disciples, &c., &c. We should not therefore entrust ourselves 
to the care of such worldly gurus, (a warning which I wish to give 
just at present when there is seen everywhere a desire to learn, and no 
fit person to teach).

Have faith, therefore, in the existence of highly developed human 
souls, who have reached the threshold, and who want to raise up to 
their level, out of compassion, many an earnest bouI ; not upon my 
words only, but upon the words of learned and wise men, who have 
more than faith (even realisation) of the existence of such developed 
beings. Make yourselves fit receptacles of instruction from them, by 
cleansing your minds, getting rid of desires, &c., and they will be ready 
to approach you with the help you need.

I shall relate to you a story which will aid in showing how they 
come in time to our help. There was a Brahmin of old who lived on the 
banks of the Ganges. It was his habit to bathe in the river every morning 
and to study the Gita once through, every day. It so happened that 
his relatives, who depended on his small property for maintenance, 
•seeing that his means diminished more and more and that he might 
not support them any longer, left his house and went away to other 
places.

When he returned home from the river on that day, and after 
worship and prayer, ordered his wife to bring the food for consecration 
before God, she said there was no rice, no meal had been cooked, and 
all the relatives had left their residence. Thereupon the patient Brah­
min, not in the least affected, placed the vessel of water brought from 
the river and dedicated it to God, knowing the Gitfi by heart and fully 
remembering the Sloka,—

q ^ q q ^ t r q  1

c ^ q ^ q f ^ w i  qqcircJra: ||

“  A  leaf, a flower, a fruit, water, when any one dedicates to me 
with devotion, the same brought by the devoted man with love, I 
take.”  He and his chaste wife then partook of the holy tirtham or con­
secrated water and spent the day in fasting and prayer. The next day 
also the Brahmin went to the river as usual, bathed, read the Gltfi after 
performing preliminary ceremonies, and returned home. Of course 
there was no food at home, and he again dedicated the river-water to 
God. That day also was spent in fasting and prayer. The third day 
the Brahmana, weak in body yet strong in mind, placing his faith in 
God as the protector of all, went to the river as usual. While he studied 
the Git& and came across the passage,—

I
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I  ^ T r .* q 4 q T ^  i

1851 look after the welfare o f those, who are ever-devoted to me, who 
se re  me with their minds concentrated upon me in an undisturbed 
manner."—when the Brahmans came across this passage, he thought 
(he had such faith in the words o f Sri Krishna in the G id ) that 
the good God would have come to his help if  the passage were authen­
tic ; hut since the help did not come, it must have been an interpolation. 
Forthwith he drew his iron pen and scored out the two lines of the 
verse. Before he returned home, some young man. bearing on his head 
a basket fo il o f all necessaries (nothing excepted), knocked at the door 
of the house, got admission, and saying that the adjoining  choultry 
manager sait him with all the necessaries in accordance with the 
request of the Brahmana. left the basket there, and went out. The 
bov. whose features were extraordinarily beautiful, was seen by the good 
woman to have on his hack a red streak o f blood, but she made no 
question o f it as he went away immediately. The pativrata, who was 
more sorry to see that she was not able to feed her husband, than that 
she was starving, gladly prepared meals, rather sumptuous, as the 
materials were far more than sufficient, and w o e  o f all kinds. The 
Brahmana returned, did puja, and before it was over, the good woman 
brought food of various kinds and arranged them in order before God. 
The joy of the Brahmana knew no bounds when after enquiry he learnt, 
thai as he had made no request to the choultry-manager, it must be 
He, whom he believed to be his supporter. His idea was confirmed on 
lpacnfng from his wife that the young man had a red streak of blood on 
hia hack Immediately he opened his precious book, laid it before God, 
showed his hasty action to his wife, and prayed along with her for 
forgiveness. The story says, the Brahmana never after felt want, his 
house being supplied with necessaries every day by some unknown 
hand.

Whatever may be the truth of the story, it illustrates full well 
that faith, deep-rooted faith in higher beings, in gods, «fee., will never 
be in vain. Says a certain Kanarese p oet: “  No one, ob God, who has 
been faithfully devoted to Thee, has been neglected by Thee; and I am 
not sorry for those who suffer without faith.”

In this Kali Yuga, when gods do not present themselves on earth, 
when seeing higher and higher developed souls requires greater and 
greater qualifications in ns, it is not objectionable at all to be led to 
Masters, who are above us, whom we can see— with certain well-defined 
qualifications,—Masters who are free from faults, who are ready to 
guide us higher and higher. The Purdnas, such as the Kalki, clearly 
assert that certain Rishis, living in a village in the North, are to purify 
the world to make it fit for the incarnation of Kalki. So that it must
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he understood that every religions movement is hacked up by some un­
seen power, unknown but not unknowable, and that success depends 
upon obedience and faith in the source of the benefit that reaches us, 
and then and then only can we have a real, a well-defined and definite 
progross. May yon all qualify yourselves to become good disciples, and 
may the Higher Intelligences guide you in your ever-progiesstve path 
of salvation!— Amen.

B. S, R.

EOS A PIA ’S SEANCES AT CHOISY-YVRAC.
[Official Report sent to The Tkeoeofthist by Col. de Rochas.] 

(Condudedfrom  page 407).
(I  am indebted to my distinguished colleague. Col. de Rochas, 

Administrator of the Ecole Polytechnique, for the subjoined official 
report of the scientific observations oo the mediumship of Eusapia 
Paladino. recently made in France by himself and a committee. The 
excellent translation is by Mrs. Elin Salcer, F. T. S.)

H .S . 0 .
F ifth Se'ance, Sunday. October 11th.

The séance begins at 3 o’clock in the afternoon.
To the usual fonr investigators (Messrs, de Rochas, de Gramont, 

Maxwell and de Watte vil le) are for this séance added Madame Max* 
well, Mr. Lefranc and Baron Brincard, Lieutenant of Artillery.

Monsieur Bechade, a friend of Mr. Maxwell, has, besides, at our 
request, brought Mme. Agullana, a seeing medium from Bordeaux.*

Both of these are, at the beginning of the seance, with Mme. Max­
well and Mr. Brincard, at the other end of the room, by the window whose

shutters were closed. The others are seated round 
the table as the following sketch shows:

Mr. Lefranc watches at the left and Mr. de Rochas 
at the right. The light is supplied from the large 
lantern the glass of which is covered with parch­
ment f  turned, so that Eusapia only gets the light 
reflected by the walls, yet this light is snfficient 
for us to clearly distinguish the hands on the table. 

Outside it is raining ; the room which has no fire-place is very damp.

* Mme. Agullana is a native o f a wild hamlet in the Landes where her father was 
a miller. From her childhood she has had visions and produced extraordinary pheno­
mena, as for instance levitation, which gave her the reputation o f being a witch and 
obliged her to seek service in a place far away from her own oonntiy. She married 
in Bordeaux a skillful cement worker who earns enough to provide for his house­
hold and she does magnetic healing without charge, ont o f pure charity, for those 
who apply to her.

t  Mr. de Bochas thought that, since the nervous fluid circulated in the interior 
of the human body, protected from external light by the skin, the light that came 
to the medium through n skin o f parchment w ould tire her less than any other. 
In fact, Eusapia often asked, sometimes for this and sometimes for the light given 
through a yellow glass.
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First Part.
At the end of 7 or 8 minutes’ keeping the hands on the table, Eusapia 

lifts her’s and holds them outstretched over the table at a distance of 
about 10 centimetres from the same, and it follows, with a tilting 
motion, the hands of Eusapia, who makes ns notice that she neither 
touches it with her hands, legs or feet. She asks Mr. Lefranc to lean 
on the uplifted part so that he may realize what force is needed to press! 
it down.

We wait for 20 minutes ; the curtain is moving on Mr. Lefranc’s 
side and touches him several times on his hip and arm ; the sensation 
is as if a large India rubber balloon was pushing out the curtain ; 
Eusapia takes the hand of Mr. Lefranc and holds it against the cur­
tain which, although elsewhere waving freely, makes a strong resistance 
in the place he is touching. Mr. Lefranc notices several times that 
the curtain pushes forward as if to touch his head, but that the contact 
is lower down, as if the object placed behind the curtain and which 
tries to effectuate the contact, was falling back, not having strength 
enough to rise to the height of his head, in measure as it approaches 
his body.

We ask Eusapia to produce lights. She sends us for the Electric 
Machine, the chains of which she takes in her hands. The machine 
is set in motion, and after a few turns Eusapia lets go the chains and a 
bright light, large as a nut, appears about 50 centimetres above the 
medium’s head. Mr. de Gramont is waiting in vain with a portable 
spectroscope, for the appearance of another light so as to be able to 
determine its nature.

The electrisation seems, besides, to have increased the forces notably ; 
because, presently, Mr. Lefranc is slapped strongly on the back by the 
palm of a large hand ; we all hear the noise. Mr. Lefranc then feels 
himself seized by the shoulder by a man’s large hand. W e all see the 
movement caused by this hand, but it is seen only by some of the 
persons present.

Similar phenomena occur with Mr. de Rochas, who is on Eusapia’s 
right. The séance is now suspended for a few moments.

R em arks :— 1st. During the whole time Madame Agullana, who had 
been advised to say nothing aloud, described to her neighbour, Mr. 
Brincard, what was taking place behind the curtain. She professes to 
see a “  spirit,”  with a long beard, manipulating the fluid so as to pro­
duce the phenomena that have jnst taken place, and which she foretold. 
In this way she said, at the beginning of the séance, when the table was 
raised, that she saw a luminous ball projected by the spirit under the 
table and lifting it.

2nd. The control of Eusapia’s hands was complete, the hands being 
not only held all the time but also seen.

3rd. At certain intervals Eusapia took the leg of Mr. Lefranc be­
tween hers and pressed it strongly, and on those occasions the most 
intense phenomena were produced.
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Secosd Part.
Madame Maxwell replaces Mr. Lefranc at Eusapia’s left The ethers 

remain in their places. After 7 or 8 minutes the curtain begins to swell; 
Mme. Maxwell feels touches; these touches quickly come to the point of 
giving the sensation of a hand working through the curtain. Then, 
outside the curtain, Madame Maxwell’s chignon is seized by a hand, one 
finger of which is thrust into the midst of the hairs on the head, and is 
strongly shaken. Messrs, de Gramont, Maxwell andde Watteville all see 
more or less distinctly, this hand, which Mr. de Rochas cannot see on 
account of his position. Madame Maxwell, hinting that perhaps this was 
done by a neighbour, is violently pinched on the side and Colonel 
de Riochas receives at the same time a friendly tap on the arm.

Madame Maxwell withdraws and is replaced by Mr. Brin- 
card. The curtain continues to move and produce touches. The 
medium asks, moaningly, for a drink, when two energetic blows, signi­
fying no, are struck by the foot of the table. The same request is made 
two or three times, and every time the table gives the same answer. 
Ensapia then declares that she is tired and that there are too many 
people; she asks Mr. de Rochas to wake her by passes, which is con­
sequently done.

Third Part.
We were about to disperse: there remained in the

A ------------ IBrm room only Mesdames Eusapia and Agullana with
Messrs, de Rochas, Brincard and Bechade who 
were seated round the table as the sketch below 
indicates.

Bech'________!R
I

Mme. Agullana declares that she sees the spirit who is making 
signs that he still wants to act and that he wishes to see the lantern 
extinguished, which is done, so that the room is now only lighted by 
the very feeble light that a rainy day emits filtering through the 
cracks of windows and blinds, which helps to throw over the observed 
phenomena an air of uncertainty.

Eusapia’s hands are held on the table by her two neighbours 
who, being desirous above all to notice the expected phenomena, did not 
give the same dose attention to the matter as during the previous seances, 
when all the spectators were already very well acquainted with possi­
ble trickeries.

Mme. Agullana asks the spirit to take force from her and to spare 
Eusapia, who, in fact, remains awake till the end of the seance, follow­
ing without apparent fatigue and with a lively curiosity, all the 
phenomena of which it seems that she is for the first time a conscious 
witness.

The table soon begins to rock and all the spectators, even those 
at the greatest distance from the medium, feel the touch of hands.
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The spirit is asked, throogh Madame Agullana, to show us lights, 
and almost as soon as this demand is made, a bright light, large as a 
nut and resembling a spiral shaped nebnla, appears in the opening ol 
the curtains, above the head of Eusapia. Mr. de Rochas insists that 
this light shall show itself nearer, and on the table, and immediately 
all see five or six little luminous balls, large as a filbert, skipping be­
tween our hands on the table. A t this moment we take particular notice 
that Eusapia’s hands have not been released by Messrs. Bechade and 
de Rochas.

The music box, placed on the little stand behind the curtain, comes 
on the table, plays before us, and is then lifted on to the head of Mr. 
Brincard after which it replaces itself on the table ; finally we hear it 
turn upside down.

Mr. de Rochas feels his face being touched as by a beard, and sees 
at the end of the room, better lighted from the window, a long waving 
lock form itself in black. Messrs. Brincard and Bechade feel a black 
gauze, very light and transparent, enveloping their heads and falling as 
far as the shoulders; it melts away before they have time to seize it.

Mr. de Rochas and Madame Agnliana feel almost simultaneously a 
cold object applied to their foreheads and they feel also the contact of 
moist fingers holding this object. A  moment afterwards this same cold 
thing is placed between the fingers o f Mr. de Rochas who seizes it and 
recognises it to be the key to the door D ’, with its broken ring.

The stand behind the «•nrtain is floated above the table. Mr. Brincard 
who sees it in the air and is afraid to receive it on his head, wishes to 
f*ln> H and put it down at his side ; he takes hold o f it bat feels that he 
does not guide it and that this piece o f furniture is moved by a force 
sufficiently strong to main tain it in the air for two or three minutes, in 
spite of tire efforts made to put it down.

Messrs, de Gramont and Maxwell enter the room, Mr. de Gramont 
faljra the place of Mr. Brincard who leaves the roam.

We ask John whether he w ill try to make imprints on the clay.
After an affirmative answer the dish am  faulting the

A| p clay ie brought and placed in  the middl« of the
table. Almost immediately the dish, which weighs 
almost two K ilos, is levitated and balanced on the 
left forearm of Mr. de Rnehaa, whose left hand 

®  clasps Ensapiars right. Mr. de Roehaa feels three 
successive and distinct pressures on the dish, on his 

forearm ; a friendly pressure oathe upper arm seems to inform him that 
the phenomenon is finished. Mr. de Gramont carries away the dish and 
v e  notice in fnll daylight, impressions have been m «d« in the 
day by finger tgng which seem to have been enveloped in a fine 
tissue, the woof o f which is perceptible in the d ay. The circle is 
again formed. Mr. de whose chair is moved, feels a hand
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slipping under his right arrupit and uplifting it. He thinks' that 
this is a sign for him to stand np ; he rises and his chair im- 
mediately travels up the length of bis back to the top of his head, 
which is thus placed between the four legs of the chair. Mme. Ago!- 
lana says that it was a misunderstanding on the Colonel’s part and that 
he was too much in a hnrry in rising to his feet ; she pretends that John 
would try to carry him off with the chair but that he did not have time 
to do so.

Everybody being tired, the séance is ended at a quarter to six, 
although Mme. Agullana declares that John was ready to produce other 
phemonena.

S ixth S e' axce, T uesday, O ct. 13th,
1st Past.

The séance begins at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.
Present : Messrs. Maxwell, de Gramont, de Rochas, de Watte- 

ville, B ri near d, Béchade and Mme. Agollana.
The room is lighted as usual with the photographic lantern and 

there is sufficient light to be able to plainly distinguish every object.
Mr. de Rochas, who is seated opposite Eosapia, tries first to 

put her to sleep with passes, and asks Madame Agullana to report what 
she sees. Madame Agullana says that she sees luminous clouds mixed 
with sparks, trying to form the head of a man, emerge from the body of 
the medium. Eosapia refuses to bare the passes continued and falls 
into a trance by herself.

The circle is formed. Madame Agullana places herself on the 
medium’s right, Mr. Béchade on  her left, Mr. de 
Gramont remains standing behind Eosapia in the 
cabinet w hose curtains futce been pulled aside.

The other spectators are placed as the sketch 
indicates.

Mr. Bechard is touched several times and is 
strongly shaken by a large, very vigorous man’s 
hand ; and is then seized by the shoulder.

Mr. de Gramont goes to look in a neighbouring room for two pieces 
of cardboard which previously had been blackened with smoke ; he 
satisfies himself that the lam p-black is intact, and lays the cardboards 
down on the small stand at the inner end of the cabinet, taking good 
care that bis fingers do not leave any marks on the cards. Eosapia, 
grasping the right wrist of Colonel de Rochas, carries it in the direction 
of the eardboards, which are at a distance of more than a yard from this 
h»nd ; she presses Mr. de Rochas' wrist several times, bringing it to­
wards the cards, and finally says “  E fatto”  (it is done). M r. de Gramont 
takes the cardboards, slipping his fingers beneath them, and carries 
them to the light. W e see plainly the mark of five finger« on the lamp* 
Uack, with the imprint of the skm-eorrngations.
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A now exjteriment with i  frenh card the MnM! ICbe
1*/*, wfifeb w# d&gerih&i in the neffond &mesf i* brought, and, 

*hh*/nf(h the h&% in only doeed, witbout being neuled, the e*rd itmde, 
tattered with kt/tf, ke, remain* imUvA,

w tUndi

M u Menem, HrintMrd end Bdchade, ehange plane*,
a* well a*i Mme, AguWaua and Mr, de Ho&hffl, 
so that Mr, If rim-ard now in to the medium** left

¡ y 11 and Mr.de lt*Mshan to her right,

Vj
a .

Monehttt' de C/thmoot, remain# all the time niaudiug in the eainuet 
behind Y.unapiu whose oort entente he olmerren by holding hut hand to
the itftfft- (/f her nwM.

Mr, Itrinenrd feeI* h'ttneelf being touched on the riffht aide, Tbin 
heing thi fifbt time timt he evn experiemuA thene exinurt'dinary COO* 
iastta, he nay* ;

“ Thunk yon, John,**
Mr. tie iloeint* relate*, jokU ply, that 41 m name pliraw 1x4 tuM 

nueti by u \aAy niitiug next to him, whom he had embraced in t\ut 
dftf/kfUfflH during a nftaue*. The ouiiuiu immediately begins to nwell 
violently, and put# itaelf agarnet the left eheek of the Colonel who 
feelk u thumb prrnntA eloxety under hi* ehtti and tour Huger* ttnulc into 
hie ebe&k under the eye, an if to elo*e hia mouth. ** All riffht, John,** the 
Colonel a*ye, “  I understand, I «hall not make any nmre fun of you,** 
whereupon a hand lap* him in a friendly way on the arm, indicating 
that peace in mado,

At thin moment Meant*, liriheard and de lioehan are absolutely 
nure of having noon and held Kunapia'n 1 inudn. Mr, de Gr&tnont, aland’ 
iug behind her, verifien hetidet, that eaeh phenomenon accordn with a 
violent (u/ntriuiiion of the nmnelen of the medium’a throat, atul that 
none of her limlm have been moved,

John nayn that the medium in exhausted and that nhe munt have 
nome brandy, whieh in t(iveil to her. Eunafda leans her head on Mr. 
de tlrnmonl'n nitonIder, he standing behind her, and maken him look to> 
ward§ the window whene* ill tern nome diif lined daylight, Three Mi- 
for Out time* Mr, de Granwat neen the Idnek shadow of a hand, the live 
finger# ontnpreml ahowioff themnelven agaimi) the window at the 
heiffht of hi« faeeaud at a distance which up pear n to him to he about 
$0 emit i metre* f he keen it each lime for neve ml neeoudn, announcing 
the foot in a lot«! voice, and Monnrn, llrineard and de Hoehan affirm 
that, during the time, they held and naw Kusapia'x haudn.

Mr, de (irumont exteudn hin arm towiirdn Kusapla’s left, the hand 
|pen, the fore-arm leaning on the head of the medium, and ask* John
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to shako hand* with b in . Ho feel* bis band ca*e*«ed three different 
times by damp fille r s  w hich he »either can manage to press nor to 
see. H e pots bis band on tbe top of Knsapia’s bead, and this W rd is 
again twice caressed by some fingers,

Eusapia tells him again to look towards the window, when be sees 
coming towards him over th e  bead of the medium, a Mack h«r«d, 
bolding a dark, pointed object. He cannot well distinguish this object, 
bot when the phenomenon is repeated with mote intensity a second 
time, Mr. do Gramont recognise* tbe characteristic form of a whistle. 
It is noteworthy that no whistle was, on this occasion, in tbe room, 
bat that at tbe moment when tbe phenomenon occurred, Kaapia 
turned towards Mr. do Rochas, and whistled with her month.

Another time, Mr. de Gramont baring bis left band on Eusapia’s 
neck and bis rightbaud on her upper arm, is touched in the face, through 
the curtain, by a band which first takes him by the nose and then 
places itself on the top of bis bead. We most not forget that Mr. de 
Gramont is gta/nMng behind Kosapia whose movements be does not 
cease to watch one moment, and that the two watchers see and bold 
Iter hands.

Mr. Bernard, Mad ante Maxwell’s brother, enters the room and takes 
the place of Mr. Brincard at the medinrn’s left. The usual phenomena of 
touchings are reproduced several times.

We ask for a materialisation or the exhibition of lights. After 
several vain efforts for more than a quarter of art boor, Mr. de Rochas 
awakes tbe medium by transverse passes, and the séance is again 
suspended for some minutes. It is now 5-20 p. jm.

i be darkness is almost complete. The assistants are seated round 
the table in tbe same order as before, and are holding their hands on 
the table.

Several present try to make it fall by pushing on it, but without success ; 
they meet with much clastic resistance; after a few seconds it falls of 
itself, with a crash,

Eusapia, now perfectly awake, begins to prattle; she is palled 
with her chair and the table towards the back of the cabinet; she is 
touched several times and asks in a frightened way who has touched 
her, John asks, by energetic knocks on the table, to have the light 
lowered; the medium, being afraid of darkness, refuses. We ask John

Secóse f a t i .

Tamo Pa k t .

W B The medium, who has not been magnetised
again, remains somnolent and perfectly dumb. The

A table lifts itself first on the side of tbe medium, 
resting on the two opposite feet. Then it twice 
lift its four feet and remains suspended in the air.

T
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At the close, when he told: me that he would continue the séance 
we bade him observe that there was no longer any object behind the 
curtain to move, he said that he knew quite well how to make one.

. PRED ESTIN ATIO N  A N D  F R E E -W IL L .

No. VI.
W hat do H in d u  B ooks s a t  ?

[Concluded from  page  425 .]

With God, the third basis of Hindu Theism, comes the doctrine 
of Devotion to Him. With the doctrine of Devotion comes, the 
Doctrine of Grace. The Doctrine of Grace is simply the help that 
comes from a higher source to the man who is struggling. This 
is the cardinal doctrine of Bhagavad Gita, as set forth in chapters
VII. to XII. One important and interesting passage is that which 
occurs at the end of the sixth chapter, setting forth most clearly the 
advantages of a loving devotion to God, and how that helps the emanci­
pation of the man in his struggle for the same. The translation is 
this:—

“ Of all the God-seekers by the various paths (requiring self-effort, 
suoh as works, knowledge, &c.), who, with his inmost soul secreted in 
Me, and who in all fervour adores Me, such an one is the most nearly 
united to Me.” This division of the Bhagavad Gita, viz., chapters 
V II. to X II ., is the cream of the whole work, and treats exclusively 
of tsvara , His attributes, His relation and functions towards souls and 
the world. A highly monotheistic system is found here for those, 
who are anxious for such a system as distinguished from Pantheism.

The beauty and reasonableness of, and the grand principles involved 
in Pantheism never seem to strike those who look upon it as blasphe­
my. It is Christians and Mahommedans that shy at Pantheism, but 
ask them what they mean by, “ We live and move and have our being in 
Him” , and other sayings of. their prophets, and ask them also the 
reasonableness of an extra-cosmic Deity. In this middle section of 
GitS is contained some of the noblest speculations on the Supreme 
Being, and it shows how faith, adoration, reliance, resignation, con­
secration of, and the soul’s entire offering to, that Divine Principle, are 
necessary conditions of salvation. This seems to imply that all self- 
effort is useless; but it is not so, however. Salvation requires both the 
conditions. The over-importance of the one to the total exclusion of 
the other is what is attended with danger. The extremists of Rama­
nuja’s school affirm what is called the “  m drjcU a-kisora-nydya,”  or the 
analogy of the cat and its kitten: i. e ., God stands to souls in the re­
lation of a she-cat to her kitten whom she carries from place to place 
by her teeth. This is to say that the kittens never help themselves, but 
are entirely at the mercy of their mother. Even here it will be seen
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that the kittens accept their situation in great trust and loving con­
fidence, and never attempt to oppose. This would mean that the very 
living acceptance of grace when it is granted, instead of resisting it, is 
but the free consent given willingly by the accepting party. This 
is the very finesse of devotional theism, but our readers need not at present 
be taken over the vast fields of inquiry and research that Visish- 
tadvaita saints and sages have traversed in this direction. The vast 
literature on this, by them, most dearly cherished doctrine, viz., that of 
devotion pins grace, has yet to see the light of the western world. To 
confine ourselves Bupw tp ordinary conceptions:—

In the commentaries of Mr. P. Srinivasa Row, on “ Light on the 
Path,” he asks himself the question “ how are we to account for the 
popular notion that every act of man, indeed his every movement, is 
commanded by God, and that man has no liberty of choice to do or not 
tD do anything, however small and insignificant?” He says in answer 
that the three following causes,—among others, it may be,—seem to 
have fostered this idea.

“  The first and foremost appears to be the over-zealousness of certain 
classes of men, who consider it a great merit to acknowledge their 
absolute dependence on God, and to deny to themselves the least liberty of 
will, even so much as to raise a little finger or draw a breath, without 
the command of God expressly given for that purpose and on that 
occasion.”

# *  *  *

“ The second ground of the theory of Divine intervention in 
every act of man, is to be found in the fact that one of the words used 
to represent the result of past action (i. e., Karma) in the Sanskrit 
Books, and notably in the BJiagavad Gita, (X V III., 13, &c.,) and MaJid- 
bharata (Anusasana, ch. VI.), quoted above, is Daivam . This word taken 
literally does certainly mean D ivin e, that which relates to Deva, God. 
*  *  *  *  There is (however) sufficient to establish the fact that what is 
meant by D aivam  is K arm am .” *  *  * *

“  And the third ground for the popular belief in the Divine inter­
position appears to be based on passages like this :—‘ All are dependent 
on God’ (Bhagavad Gita, IX ., 4). It is clear that such passages are 
intended to proclaim the Divine Supremacy, but certainly not to declare 
that man—endowed with organs of sense and action, together with a 
rational faculty, is nothing but a toy, incapable of moving a finger or 
drawing a breath, without the special command of God.”

One party is all for self-effort, and this requires no God. The other 
party is all for God-dependence which requires no self-effort. There 
are passages by tens and hundreds to support both positions. One 
saying is this : g c l d  ”  *•*•» in “  the seventh place comes God’s
providence,”  six attempts, previous to which being left to man’s liberty of 
action. A gain , G iti says, in  chapter XVIII., 14 :—
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“  Body, soul, (ho organs of hound and action, tho five vital airs and 
(Inti oro tho five neooNsary factors requirod to complete an not.” Here is
another saying' i. 0l, “ Without Him,
the hhulo o f  grass cannot move.”

oven

The secret of all this is, that these diverse notions arise from tho 
Novoral experiences which pertain to tho various conditions in which 
travellers on the spiritual highway find themselves at different states 
of their development.

Tho VodAntas deolare that K a rm a , or “  predestination plus free­
will,” dotorminos man’s destiny but that K a rm a  p er  se, is not oapable of 
granting the reward due to Karma, Karma being mere ‘ dead’ notion and 
void of intelligence ; and it wants an intelligent principle, God, to keep 
note of men’s aots and dispense justice to the aotors. B hdgavata : 
(X,, xxiv, IS) says: “ Man’s birth and death, happiness and misery and 
every thing else, are determined by his Karma ; and although there is 
/warn, who deals out rewards and punishments, he does so with 
inference to tho resultant Karma of eaoli individual, and never does 
anything regardless of Karma.” *

Sri RAinAnujAohArya Nays in his gloss on Brahma Sdtra (II., 3,33),
-the meaning of which is that “  man is aotor, as 

then only have tho SAstras, (showing right and wrong) any use,” and says 
also that man (A'tma) is given the capaoity to act and, in the same 
manner, capacity to think. But it may be objeoted that aotion is not on 
intrinsic quality of man, as aotion pertains to pradhdna, or the material 
part of his being. Do not verses ITT., 27, and X IV ., 19, of Bhagavad GitA, 
declare 80 P To (bis objection, R&mfuiujn says that S d stra  or Revelations 
nro spiritual truths; it is that knowledge by which we can achieve 
Srarga (or those celestial regions of unalloyed happiness), and Apavarga  
(eternal spiritual life). It is dear that it is man as sp irit who is to 
adopt and follow these injunctions of tho S fthtras, not man as body. 
To him who understands (♦.»*., Chit), is revealed law or instruction, and 
pradhdna or insentient matter is a thing whioli is incapable of instruc­
tion. “ Adore Me,” “ serve Me,”  &o., are forms in the impei'ative mood, 
used by Sdstra. Hence suoh injunctions can only be addressed to a 
person who has the oapaoity to think and to aot.

It is clear from this that while man becomes a responsible oreatnre 
in that be can aot from choice, bis aotion reaps its fruit according to 
law. God is the law-maker, and He enjoins man to obey. Obedienoe 
beoomes merit, and disobedience brings forth sorrow and pain. Man 
goes through various experiences, and be may be thus supposed to 
undergo tuition in a great school. To learn is his part, to teach be­
longs to others who are his masters, and God is the Master of all 
masters.

* f ’ith' p.— 78. Commentaries <m “  Light on tho Path.”
I  See this Sfttra explained, p. 107. Theosophist tor November 1896.
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Bralima Sútra, II., 1, 34, is an interesting one ior all theologians to 
know, and what RUmánuja says thereon is of momentous importance.
It bears on. the question of the extent of man’s responsibility as a free 
agent. The Sútra í'uns thus :—

“ If partiality and meroilessness be (attributable to God), (we say), no, 
for, He judges by (Karma)—”

Bi&mánuja glosses on this in this fashion: “ If it be said that partia­
lity is to be charged against God, because He has proved Himself partial 
in creating inferior and superior creatures, like the Devas, man, &c., 
and that He has proved Himself merciless in that souls are made to 
pass from womb to womb, full of pain and sorrow and misery, and that 
therefore such a world of odds and crudity cannot be the design of an 
exalted and perfect God, even if the purpose of creation was no other 
than a kaleidoscopic sport (!), the reply is that God moulds man’s 
destiny and grants fruit according to his Karma. It is man’s own 
K a m a  which operates under the inexorable Law of God, which he 
cannot transgress with impunity with any amount of his ‘ free-will’. Man 
has [ free-will,’ but he is to exercise it in conformity with natural laws, 
with whioh he finds himself face to face; and which he dare not disobey. 
Man is thus subject to laws, and the laws are those which he did not 
make, but some Higher will has made them for him. The patent fact 
that man’s freedom is circumscribed is proof that he has freedom, but 
that it is a freedom under conditions, is proof that a higher will imposes 
them under karmic law. This will would be arbitrary and tyrannic if it 
did things without regard to individual acts. Morality is inherent 
in God’s nature and co-etemal with Himself ; nor can He be conceived 
of as capricious so as to constantly busy himself in reversing it. But it 
may be said * Is he not omnipotent and therefore able to reverse it’ ? 
We say, “  Yes, He certainly can if he w ill; but if He does not, that 
is His will again.” Who is to question His ways ? We might as well ask 
why He does not give us all moksha at once ? And God might ask 
us in return, ‘ Why should I not give you all naraka at once ?’ Such 
inquiry is futile. B rahm a S utra  II., 3, 40, says :—

* q ilrg clicL  ’
t. •., “  Man’s so-called independence or independent action is really 
dependent (on Him ), for, so say the scriptures.” In other words man’s 
freedom is within the limits of a Law. This is easily conceivable by 
the analogy of man’s liberty of action defined under the laws of a country. 
The Sruti text s a y s “ He penetrates into the interior of men and rules
them.”  )*  t.e., He who controls the(jiva), A’tma,
dwelling in his interior. Hence man’s liberty of action is dependent on 
God. Like a sovereign empowering his minister, these invested powers 
cannot be abused by the minister, but he has all the liberty to exercise 
them ; and they are liable to be withdrawn on abuse; so is the
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freedom that is given to man to exercise ; and the wrong exercise of 
that freedom make» the man liable to punishment, and the right ex- 
croise liable to reward.

The following verge from a V isi s h tâd vai ta gage, Âmmâl, expresses 
tersely and beautifully all the foregoing:—

«p îa q ^ fiT iw rafaq jQ t ”  *
This is explained by Vâdi'Kosari «Jîyarf as follow« :—“ God, who i« 

the Universal Ruler and the inner Boni of all thing«, commit« to man 
no me under«tanding and power to act, with which the man goe« forth 
and unon those faon I tie« in the display of intelligence, effort and work. 
Hence God wait« for a display of con«ciou« effort on the part of man, 
and mould« hi« de«tiny accordingly. And if hi« effort« be to ever re- 
muin with God, Much a thing (jod i« ready to grant” ; and here come« in 
all the teaching of all the religion«, and TheoMOphy can be no other* than 
thi«.

It must now be clear why wo have a necessary “  Triangle of 
Heing- Purusha, Prakrit! and Muhai"— or Soul, Matter and God, from 
which “ go forth ulJ life and form, in numerous hierarchies, on the 
seven planet of existence,1"X In the inter-relation of these three 
main feature« inherent in all Cosmic expression of Divinity consist« the 
«urn of all pred eslin atim s and f r e e  ■‘W ilts. And these two commoditie« 
do not all lie in the province of the Boul. A« the ancient Greek maxim 
say« ■

“ The la«t link in Nature’s Chain rnuwt needs be linked to the foot 
of .Jupiter’« Chair/’ which is on oxact lines with the teaching of Sr! 
Hhagavad-GîtA, which requital the laying of all that one consider« as 
“ he, hi« and hi« work’’ ultimately at the feet of Him, because He is 
the Ultimate, and the sacrifice demanded is demanded as a matter 
of right. Not only ho, the demand comes from Grace, and graceful in­
deed it is to readily respond to tho call.

The several links in the Chain tied to “ Jupiter’s Chair" are 
known in common parlance as secondary causes, but these (the latter) 
can have no existence independent of the lu«t link or Primary cause. 
God is as neooHMary a factor in the queition of predestination and free­
will, un man is. When tho One give« forth all, in the One must rest all.

We shall now consider tho popular proverb, “ Man proposes, God 
disposes.’’ In this expression is involved either tho proposal of man uh 
against God’s will, or his proposal in subjection to God’s will. And

I  Tatvasdra, 46th stanza, 
t Vide ‘ ])vpa-prakâéa,'

X Vidt (p. 761), TheoeopMit, vol. 1, 1889), Annlo Besarit’fl review of “  The 
Bsorot Doctrine.’ ’
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there is a middle situation, v iz., the proposal of man, not knowing what 
is God’s w ill, and therefore leaving it to God to dispose of it. Which­
ever of these three may be the frame of mind in which a theist may 
find his solace, it  is still half-adeptship when compared with the full 
adept in theism, who is required to act in the manner set forth in that

stanza o f Sri Bhagavad Gita, commencing—  and the prayer
or proposal o f such an adept takes this form

i.e ., ‘ Lord of the Devas! propose Thou for me what is good for me.’

Goin h back however to our proverb, it shows that man makes 
proposals, which means that he makes terms of his own actuated by his 
individual wishes and motives, and as far as such motives and wishes 
are prompted by his contracted intelligence, which centres itself round 
his selfish individuality. It must then happen either that his terms are 
satisfied or not, or even opposed, by the workings of a Higher Intelli­
gence. In this relation between the limited intelligences and the Higher 
Intelligence arises the sharing of the world’s destiny. What is called 
the “  inevitable”  is one that none can stem, and that is ordered by a 
responsible Higher Intelligence, who is, as it were, the great Auditor 
of K a rm ic  accounts.

In the saying § God helps those who help themselves,”  there is 
implied a certain amount of freedom for men which they are permitted 
to exercise. And in that exercise they are not left alone, but there are 
higher powers which further their endeavours. Of course, this saying 
(or proverb) describes not that full adept whose desires are expressed 
in terms of absolute resignation to the Divine W ill, but of him (and it 
is this phase that the present number is mostly dealing with) who 
haB but learnt to trace to the operations of God, a portion only of his 
destiny, the portion, v iz ., which he cannot work out himself, and it is he 
who uses the expression, “ God helps those who help themselves,” to 
denote his belief that God’s operation is but the complement of his own, 
and not a substitute for it, i.e ., such as is capable of superseding it.

Those who would place all power in K a rm a  must remember this, 
that the operation of K a rm a  is as far beyond their calculation, and it 
is as much an unknown quantity, as the workings of Higher Intelli­
gences, which it is impossible they could comprehend (until of course 
they rise to the higher planes of consciousness). (Seep. 199, Theosophist 
for Jan. 1897). It is therefore unreasonable to vest all power in 
one unknown quantity and totally deny the possibility of a Supreme 
Intelligence over-ruling all, if this he an equally unknown quantity. 
The world’s experience must convince any body that acts are generated 
which remain impotent unless and until they are judged by intelligent 
manipulators. A better attitude which would serve as a good working

* Tituntd Stotra.
4
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hypothesis for all practical purposes of life  would be to recognize both as 
simultaneous factors, and say:—

The stoiy related of Frederick the Great, o f Prussia, is to our point. 
Says Macaulay “  Order was strictly maintained throughout his domi­
nions. Property was secure. Great liberty o f speaking and of writ­
ing was allowed. Confident in the irresistible strength derived from a 
great army, the king looked down on malcontents and libellers with a 
wise disdain; and gave little encouragement to spies and informers. When 
he was told of the disaffection o f one o f his subjects, he merely asked, 
| How many thousand men can he bring into the field ?”  He once saw 
a crowd staring at something on a wall. H e rode up and found 
that the object of curiosity was a scurrilous placard against himself. 
The placard had been posted up so high that it was not easy to read 
it. Frederick ordered his attendants to take it down and put it lower. 
“  My people and I”  he said, | have come to an agreement which satisfies 
us both. T h ey are to  sa y what th ey  p le a s e  a n d  I  a m  to  d o w h a t I  p lea se ."

Here are then some indications for our readers to pursue this 
complicate question of P red estin a tion  a n d  F r e e -w ill , and our missionary 
friends, the Christians, ought now to {know som ething o f what the 
Hindu Books say on the subject.

In closing we refer our readers to the views o f the sage Vêdântâ- 
chârya, as expressed in his stanza :—

And the substance of much m odem  philosophy is embodied in a 
famous passage of the T a itta rvya -u p a n ish a d  :—

XCEPTING Miss Mary Carpenter’s L a s t D a y s  o f  R a ja h  R a m  M oh an
R oy, I think no biography o f his has yet been attem pted in English. 

The want of it is kindly felt and leaves a void that the English speaking 
and writing public of any country either in the East or in the W est

on them. But the Rajah has a very good biography in Bengali written

Nagendra Nath Chatterji. An im proved, enlarged and illustrated

that language. The biographer would thus have public patronage as he 
should. I am an invalid. I am incapacitated from  serious reading,

f g  e w f a N -  n

atffcraàiicrôte I fqrÿtf=r II
( A 'n a n d a v a lli, V I— 1 ) .

A . G ovinda' C ha'blu.

A MISSING LINK.

would do well to fill up and thus take off the slur that is otherwise cast

by a member of the Sadharan Brahmo Som aj in the person o f Babu

edition of it has just appeared. It is worth reading by all, who know
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writing, as I am, from a sick-bed. From a glance at tbe book in question 
I find that in his youthful days the Rajah travelled over to Thibet. 
This fact is doubted by some people. But we have the authority 
of Miss Mary Carpenter, who writes to say that she herself has 
heard of this Thibetan travel of the famous reformer and author, 
from himself. Under such circumstances we have no room whatever 
for disbelief in the story as narrated by the eminent lady and handed 
down to us by tradition. Like Theodore Parker working in the same 
field that he worked in, had Ram Mohan Roy kept a diary and for 
our benefit had it been published, all this would have been obviated, 
as we would have then profited by it. But he has left, unfortunately 
for us, no diary, not to say, autobiography. These two are things 
of quite foreign growth. They have been imported overland in a 
degenerate period from our contact with our foreign prototypes, and 
engrafted on a prepared kindly soil. It will be thus seen that the 
Rajah, true to his Aryan instinct, is conspicuously guilty with the 
Aryan savans of the by-gone times, of an omission we sadly deplore 
in these days. In the absence of anything like that, one’s curiosity 
naturally makes one a little too inquisitive'  in the matter. And 
I  am no exception. In course of conversation one day, with my friend, 
Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Das, c .i.£ „  the Thibetan explorer 
under the Bengal Government, I hoped to be enlightened on the subject 
and to subsequently enlighten the public, if I  could. I regret to say 
that he had been able to gather very little from the Lamas and their 
works. W hy, I  asked myself, as I do now. But the Bengali bio­
grapher throws some side-light on the question. Though lurid, it is 
sufficient to my mind to place me in a position to make the following in­
ference : that the Lamas (I  hazard the remarks with a view to court 
examination by the readers) have studiously refrained from taking any 
notice of the great and good Bengali traveller, then a mere stripling in 
their midst. He was a staunch advocate of Female Emancipation. He 
found that the condition of woman in the rugged Lama-ridden country 
was most degraded. They profess Buddhism. But theirs is a corrupt 
form of Buddhism, which does not give her liberty any more than a 
zulu does. This he did not and could not tolerate. He fought, tooth 
and nail, for their legitimate share of liberty and, of course, at tremend­
ous odds, in a foreign ultra-conservative country. The consequence 
could not be otherwise than it had been. His name was in their bad 
book. He retraced his steps homeward unrecognised (for which he 
cared very little), though not unrequited as far as the benefits resulting 
from travels in a foreign Buddhistic country were concerned. Lest 
their best interests be tampered with, they do not extend to the ultra­
montane intruders the right hand of fellowship but give them a very 
cold reception. This was why he was altogether ignored; and his name 
was wilfully omitted from the annals recorded and preserved in the 
monasteries—the repositories of learning. If this had not been the 
oase, a Count Notovitch would ere long have found out an unknown
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and unrecorded account of his peregrinations in Thibet in a Himig 
Monastery, though not a “ life” of Rajah Ram Mohan Roy.

From the true sense of the term Theosophy I venture to say that 
Ram Mohan Roy was a true Theosophist, m inus, may I be permitted to 
say, the M ahAhna-qaesH on, concerning which the professed Theosophist« 
and the professed Theists of the day do not agree. This is the cardinal 
point of difference between them.

N a k u r  C h an d r a  B isvas.

[Ed. Note.—It appears that our contributor has fallen into the 
common error of positing faith in Mahatmas as constituting an integral 
part of Theosophy, notwithstanding the fact that it has been iterated 
and reiterated, officially and otherwise, that the Society is “  absolutely 
utisectarian,”  and that, “  N o person's relig iou s opin ions are asked,”  on join­
ing.

One’s disbelief in the existence of Mahatmas is not likely to affect 
the personal knowledge of those who, like the President of the T. S., 
and a number of other Theosophists, have met, in the flesh, and conversed 
with, some of those individuals who are much further advanced than 
ourselves and are variously designated as Brothers, Masters and Mahit- 
mas. S. J. Padshah, P. T. S., referring to one of these Masters, says in 
the Indian M irror of February 10th, 1897 : “  Must I repeat what I must 
have said and written a hundred times, that I  know him, love him and 
worship him p I bear this testimony, for the Master’s own words to me 
were” ...

Still, no Theosophist is .under the slightest obligation to believe in 
any thing that has not the sanction of his reason or his knowledge; in 
fact he would be false, both in himself and the Society, did he do so; 
yet he is under obligation to extend to others the same degree of tolera­
tion in matters of belief, which he wishes shown to himself.] E.

THE MANIFESTATIONS O F  S IV A  A N D  H IS  SPOU SE.

(Continued fr o m  p . 398.)

UMA, the wife of Paramasiva, is represented to have been at first the 
daughter of Daksha and then the daughter of Himavan, passing 

under the two names of Dakshayani and Parvati. Daksha, one of the 
Prajapatis or patriarchs, and a son of Brahma, enquired of his father as 
to who was supreme in all the worlds. “  Siva,”  was the reply. There­
upon Daksha made Tapas unto him for 21,000 years. Then S'iva 
appeared before him on his Yrishaba and asked him to name the boon. 
Daksha said—“ I should reign over all the worlds. Sons and daughter 
I should have, many in nmnber. One o f my daughters should be 
married to you.”  These boons were granted by Siva who at once dis­
appeared. Then Brahma built for him a city and gave unto him his 
daughter VedavaUi in marriage. Through her, a thousand sons were, at 
first born, who were called Haiyasvas. who devoted themselves to Tapas 
for the procreation of the species, after bathing in the Manama, tank or
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the tank of the mind. But Rishi Narada is said to have stepped in 
then and to have dissuaded them from doing so ; thus leading them away 
from the worldly to the spiritual path. Again were another thousand 
sons, called Sabalasvas, generated by Daksha, who were similarly taken 
by Narada into the Tatvajnana path. Then. Daksha is said to have 
cursed Narada thus:— “  Be born in the wom b; there shall not be a 
resting place for thee in all these regions.”  After which, Daksha is said 
to have begotten sixty daughters, of which Gouri or Uma is married to 
Siva- A  group of twenty-seven daughters, beginning with Asvati and 
ending with Revati, were said to have been united in wedlock to the moon 
god who showed partiality in favor of one of them, Kritika, by evincing 
more love towards h er; then all the rest of the daughters went and 
complained to their father, Daksha. The patriarch thereupon cursed 
the moon with decrease in her light. This went on for fifteen days, 
when on the sixteenth day the moon, at the advice of Indra, propitiates 
Srva who modifies the curse into one of the increase of Kalas after 
fifteen days waning, and goes even to the length of donning the moon 
as an ornament on his head. This provokes the wrath of Daksha which 
was greatly augmented by the following circumstances:

Paramesvara and his consort were discoursing upon the origin of 
Cosmos, when she remarked, with an air of pride, that the whole universe 
was due to her. To humiliate her, the Lord transformed himself into a 
Jyotis, or a mass of radiance from the former state he was in. Thereupon 
all things in the universe got themselves into one vast mass of sable 
darkness and became non-existent. Finding her own powers to be of no 
avail then, she felt contrite for her own impudence and asked the Lord 
to regenerate things, who, on her request, awoke all powers with the 
eleven K otis of Rndras at first. These Rudras went to Thiruveda- 
marathur and contemplated upon him on the Sfrva-ratri day, and entreat­
ed Him to bless those who should do Puja unto Him on that day. As 
Gauri was responsible for all these changes and difficulties, she asked the 
Lords for some means of expiation for the sins committed through her 
egotism ; whereupon he ordained that she should make Tapas as a 
Sankha or discus, on the banks of the river Yamuna. Accordingly she did, 
when Daksha arriving at the spot and finding her transformed into a 
lovely female, took her homfe and reared her up as his own daughter. 
Gauri, when she reached her fifth year, made Tapas for getting at her 
Lord, Paramesvara. In her twelfth year, the Lord assumed the guise 
of a Brahmin, and having appeared before her asked for her embrace. 
On her refusal, he assumed his real form. Then preparations were 
made by Daksha for his daughter’s marriage ; and just in the nick of 
time, Siva disappeared. Again Parvati performed Tapas, when Siva 
again appeared and took her away to his own place, viz., the Kailasa. with­
out Daksha’s knowledge; hearing which, the patriarch was greatly 
incensed; and yet at the intervention of Brahma and others, he went to 
the hills of Kaildsa to see his daughter and her husband but was refused 
ingress by the porters at the gate of Siva.
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These acts of STitsi. together with his other acts concerning the 
moon, exasperated the patriarch to such an extent that he refused to 
allot to Siva a portion of the offering- in the sacrifice he made—much 
less to send for him. Bat Xandi. the vehicle o f Siva, attended the sacri­
fice : and when he found his master slighted, he cursed that the heads 
of those not offering oblations to his master should be splintered into 
pieces. Finding the officiating priests to be unwilling to play their parts 
in the sacrifice. Daksha asked the heavenly architect, Yisvakarma, to rear 
np another Yagna-Sala on the Ganges, to which all were invited except 
Mahadeva. or Siva. The Kshi followers o f Mahadeva did not attend 
the ceremony, except Dadhichi, who went there to remonstrate with the 
progenitor. Daksha. Meanwhile Urna. the sponse of Mahadeva, in 
spite of the remonstrances of her Lard, went to attend the sacrifice, where 
she was not courteously treated by her father. This matter having 
been reported to her husband by her. he created a being like a fire of 
fate, called Yirabhadra. who was accompanied by Kali, a bring like­
wise created by Garni for the destruction o f Daksha and his sacrifice. 
Both these brings went to the scene o f Xajna where, after despoiling 
and destroying the whole of the enemy's hosts, Daksha was decapitated: 
gaS when all the hosts of opponents were revived, Daksha also was re­
vived with a ram's head put upon his headless trunk. From that day 
forward. Daksha became a porter at the gates o f Mahadeva. Thus aids 
the first episode o f Gauri's, ■anifr ti nrinn

F im n .
Xow let me trace my eowse over the next field. Siva's spouse was 

loth to have that body which she possessed as the daughter of the 
degraded Daksha. So in order to obliterate her recollections of having 
Kwi Dakshayani. she appealed to her Lord for another Tabernacle to 
live in. Him*van (the m oattm ) was performing a rigid Tapes for a 
child, and his wife Menakawas ever by her husband’s side comemplaiing 
upon the lotus feet of Mahadens consort. This boose was pointed at 
for Dakshayani by her Lord: and to that house, she wended her way. 
Huaavan assuming the robes of a Tapusvin w ait to the Manasa tank to 
bathe, when lo ! there he beheld the Devi lying as a blooming child 
with scarlet lips and beautiful smile, op a locus flo ra . The Lord of 
Mountains picked her up and handed her over to Ids wife. As if in 
p oserioa  o f a large treasure trove, she was beside herself with joy, and 
tnsed the baby up. It was g ru n fd  Pfirvati, being- ¿he daughter of 
F&rrasi «■ an win >ia As k o n . she entered upon a hard Tapas in her
ifih  year for the purpose of aering her Lord, in spite of the 
o f her parents.

Meanwhile the Lord was engaged in quite a different affair. Samir» 
and other Mans were not hadupon the worldly affairs o f creation bat 
wanted to  approach the sees of Mahadeva by trending the path o f Salva­
tion. H o t  they pcriutreed Bams unto Mahadeva who appeared in the 
guise d  Ih rdT aram  before then and wanted to iaifiam then into 
j®| aegrete off J r i s .   ̂a, Yam (banyan) tree. Bai hpnw arifer
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the influence of Maya, they were unable to cognize the secrets imparted 
to them, not being yet fully worthy. Hence, long afterwards, they had 
again to resort to Mahadeva on the top of Kailasa, where he initiated 
them into the secrets- Strict injunctions were then laid upon Nandi, 
the porter, not to let in any other than Kama, or the God of Love, daring 
the process of initiation. Whilst affairs stood thus, the whole universe 
was brought to a dead lock. No generation of beings took place, as the 
passion between the pairs died away in the hearts of all, through the 
primeval pair separating itself. Even Kama, the God of Love, forgot 
bis tenderness towards Rati, bis spouse. Added to this was the panic 
which a great Asura, by name Surapadm a. bad created in alL Then 
Brahma. Vishnu and other Devas held a solemn conclave in which they 
deliberated upon the course of action. Being themselves unable to 
get into Sava’s presence they, one and all, pitched upon Kama, 
the God of Love, as the most competent person to go to 
Sira and produce a change in his attitude by aiming his darts. 
But Cupid felt himself unequal to the task. Being goaded to it by 
the Devas. he assented with great reluctance and went to Maba- 
deva s presence but to find himself reduced to ashes through a spark 
arising out of the forehead of Siva, ere he essayed to sling his arrows 
at him. But the arrows, having been let loose cm Him, were not able to 
produce any effect, through the Humkara Mantra: and hence sped in a 
moment from Kailasa to the Himalayas where Parvati was, and stack 
in her breast. Thereupon the Devas. headed by Vishnu, unable to bear 
the atrocities of the Asuras. flocked in a body to Siva and implored 
Him to immediatelv create Kumara or Subrahmanya: for which par- 
pose this patron of Yogis went to the Lend of Mountains and appeared 
before his daughter who was doing Tapas unto Him. Having appeared 
first as an old Brahmin and then revealed his identity, he was married 
to her in right royal form. After this marriage, the birth of Kumara 
happens—the war god, the six-faced one. Thus is the second anecdote 
of Uma.

Now if we read the anecdote of Dakaha as above stated, along with 
that of Ins as contained in the Vishnu Parana, we are able to assign 
Hie period when the events of Daksohyani occurred. In the Vishnu 
Parana, it is recorded thus—“ This great sage (Daksha) for the further­
ance of creation and the increase of mcknid created progeny. Obeying 
the command of Brahma, he made locom otive and fixed thing?, bipeds 
and quadrupeds ; and subsequently by ln3 will, save birth to females, 
ten of whom he bestowed on Dhanaa. thirteen on Kasyapa. twenty- 
seven friz., the lunar asterisms who regulate tbeerais- fane), on the 
moon. Of these, the Devas, the Danyas, the Nigas. cattle, birds, the 
Gaitdh arras and Apsaxas. Dinaras and other things were bora. From 
that period forwards, living creatures were engendered by sexaal inter­
course ; before the time of Dakaha. they were variondy propagated by 
the will, by sight, by toneh and by the- influence of religious austerities 
practised by devont sages and holy moats (by yogir pwrer).”
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From the above extract, it is clear that Daksha’s Toga should refer 
to that period when human beings were engendered as in the present 
age. This must have been at that4time when the distinction of bodies, 
male and female took place. This was, according to the “ Secret 
Doctrine,” in the middle of the Third Race; the early third race 
having been hermaphrodites. “ It is Daksha who establishes the 
era of men engendered by sexual intercourse. But this mode 
of procreation did not occur suddenly, as one may think, but 
required long ages before it became the one natural way. Therefore 
his sacrifice to the gods is shown as interfered with by Sfiva, the de­
stroying deity—evolution and progress personified—who is the regenera 
tor at the same time; who destroys things under one form but to recall 
them to life, under another more perfect type. Siva-Rudra creates the 
tenable Virabhadra (born of his breath), the 1,000 headed, 1,000 armed 
(&c.), monster, and commissions him to destroy the sacrifice prepared 
by Daksha. Then Virabhadra, abiding in the region of the ghosts 
(ethereal men)—created from the pores of the skin (Roma-Kupas) 
poworful Raumas (or Raumyas).” Before the time of Daksha, creatures 
were created from eggs, sweat, &c. And hence in the description of 
Daksha Yoga, according to the Vdgna Purfina, we find mention of crea­
tures, in the fight, “ of every class born from the womb, from eggs, from 
vapour or vegetation.” There Daksha typifies the transition stage or 
“ the early Third Race, holy, still devoid of an individual ego and having 
merely the passive capacities.” The double set of 1,000 sons each, 
represent those JnfLnis of Jivamuktas who incarnated at first in a bodily 
encasement—not through themselves, to multiply the race, but to give 
impetus to creation to go on. It is represented that in the fight, Daksha 
loses his head which is replaced by a ram’s head. According to H. P. 
Blavatsky, “ the ram’s head and horns are ever the symbol of generative 
power and of productive force and are phallic.” Hence this means that 
the old order of things was reversed and a new state of procreation 
arose as we find it now.

In this case we find that Daksha generates in himself a regenera­
ting power to produce a new order of things, which is represented by the 
wife of Rudra taking birth as the daughter of Daksha. It means 
noth i ng more than that the passive side of the destructive power is 
inherent in every object and nation, so that when the proper time comes, 
the passive side allies itself with the active and becomes the active 
clement at the right season, viz., when nature is worn out in that stage. 
So the germs of destruction are to be found everywhere, even in the 
creative stage, so that, when the outer-covering is worn out, a new 
order of things may arise.

Then going into the second story of Grauri as the daughter of the 
mountain, we find that there too when a new era of creation or procrea­
tion arises the same laws have to be obeyed. We find that, at first, pairs 
could not be created. The oblations poured in the Yagna, or sacrifice of 
the pairs of males and females, will not fructify simply because of the
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cessation of the original impulse. Mahadeva was separated from  his 
consort who went to  be bom  as the daughter o f Himavan. Hence no 
procreation coaid take place. And so Kama or  Cupid was asked to vent 
his darts upon Siva. B ut H e was engaged in the initiation o f Sanaka and 
other Munis. H ere Sanaka and others represent no other than the egos 
themselves, as H . P . B lavatsky puts it, though in another sense it means 
perfected saints. A t  first when Parama Siva initiated them into Juana, 
under the shades o f  the Banyan tree, they were unable to understand his 
teachings, as they were y et young. And it was long afterwards, when 
they had gone through the many stages o f w orld ly  experience, that they 
were able to understand his teachings in his seat, Kailasa. For it should 
be remembered, as the books say, that none w ill be able to ascend the 
Kail&sa hill unless he has completely purified him self. It was only in 
the midst o f  initiation that Kama was burnt up by  a scintilla o f fire 
emanating from  Dakshinam firti. From all these facts it w ill be clear 
that Sanaka and others represent no other than the egos that were 
awaiting birth in  the new  era o f  creation and that were not able there­
fore to understand M ahadeva’s teachings at first. In the new period, 
multiplication o f  the race arose only a fter S iva ’s marriage with the 
daughter of H im avan. H im avan is herein introduced probably because 
the First R ace th at cam e up then was m oon-colored, vrir, white. H im a 
means either frost o r  m oon. Som a presides as the ruling deity over the 
latter Third R ace or  the early Fourth Race. It is only afterwards that 
the color of the Races changed into Siveta lohita. This transformation 
is recorded in the suggestive allegories of the Pancha-Brahman o f 
Parama-Siva.

K. H a r a ya n sa m i A iy e e .

(To be continued.)

THE PLAGUE AND ITS CAUSES.
P h y s ic a l  A s p e c t .

ALL are aware of the fever epidemic known as the Bubonic plague, 
which commenced in Bombay in the latter half of 1896. The 

files of newspapers will furnish ample matter to the future historian who 
will have to write an account of the frightful events which transformed 
the magnificent city of Bombay into a Bubo-bay, i.e., the bay of the 
Bubonic plague. The subject is so much talked of from the physical 
stand-point that from this point there remains hardly anything to be 
said. The almost universal opinion was that the plague was the result 
principally of the faulty drainage system of the city, together with over­
crowding and filth. These were the most manifest causes no doubt. 
But are we to be satisfied by these ? May there not be any other causes ? 
What I want to bring to notice is that there may be causes which we 
are apt to overlook or disregard by merely dwelling on the physical 
aspects of the question. This subject, therefore, may be investigated a 

5
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little more deeply, in order to ascertain if any other cause or causes may 
be found. The causes above mentioned existed in Bombay years before 
the epidemic broke out;—nay, the sanitary condition of most of the 
lanes of this city was worse some years before than it was in the year 
1896. It is rather unfair, therefore, to assign the causes wholly to the 
drainage system and overcrowding, and overlook other causes that may 
be detected as we proceed with our research.

It was observed while the plague was raging, that it increased or 
decreased often with a change in the atmosphere. When the weather 
was warm and fair—which was seldom, however—the number of new 
cases, as well as that of the deaths, diminished ; but in cloudy or chilly 
weather the attacks and deaths increased to an alarming extent. The 
sunlight during that period, in spite of the clear sky, was like that of 
a day of solar-eclipse. Cold, chilly blasts were blowing almost every­
day from the North, which is considered harmful to mankind by the 
Avasta and other scriptures. Nature wore a sombre appearance and 
cried, as it were, over the mournful events that were passing in Bombay. 
Cold or sultry weathers we had formerly; but the winter that had just 
passed was a terrible one judging from its efEects.

If we could find out the cause of this change in the phenomena of the 
atmosphere we might come to a stage where it might be safe to posit 
our hope of arriving at a solution more satisfactory than hitherto.

Instead of making any inquiry regarding this matter, the attention 
of the authorities was wholly centered on the necessity of observing the 
rules of sanitation. This was essential, no doubt; but very few paid 
attention to the astronomical phenomena. Those who did not care 
much for the physical world were carried away to the other extreme. 
They cast their eyes heavenward, and implored the help of gods; but 
the gods did not hasten to their help, as the plague was known to increase 
even after the performance of fasts and feasts—the yagnas and jasan 
ceremonies, observed by various religionists in their propitiation. The 
different votaries could not make their supplications so efficacious as to 
be heard by the gods, much less by the Supreme One. In spite of their 
prayers, individual and congregational, the plague spread in the suburbs 
of Bombay, then to Karachi, Poona, Guzerat, Thana. and then to the 
North and surrounding country. I may be wrong in my opinion, but 
the facts cannot be overlooked. Are we justified—or have we any just 
claim—in invoking the Higher Powers in times of our need ; we who 
never before devoted a single hour to forming their acquaintance, and in 
some cases even not recognizing their existence P

To please or console the orthodox class of people there now entered 
on the scene the soothsayers and the astrologers, but unfortunately 
they were generally quacks. They gave out the death-moments of the 
plague. The moments passed away; but the plague did not. People 
became more impatient and quite naturally lost all trust in the astrolo­
gers who were more careful in their predictions. An exodus of vast
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num bers o f  peop le  began, and in  a few days B om bay was deserted. B ut 
let ns find ou t the cause o f all these troubles. I t  is unwise to drop 
a su b ject a fter  it  has proved  a failure in its first trial. I f  we have even 
a distant h ope  o f  being  benefited by any m ethod o f science, it  is 
necessary th at w e should patiently persevere until we succeed in that 
line. A s  w e h ave  to  find out some other cause o r  causes of the plague, 
we will try  to  exam ine the question, patiently, as related to astronomical 
phenomena.

A stronomical and A strological A spect.
Can a d istant p lanet influence this w orld  or  its inhabitants ? N ot 

only an astronom er, bu t a com m on schoolboy w ho has a rudimentary 
knowledge o f  A stron om y, w ill say that the m oon  influences the earth and 
its inhabitants. W e  k now  fo r  certain that th e  ebb and flow of the tides 
can be pred icted  b y  th e  course o f the m o o n ; and, in  like manner, any 
physiologist o r  m edica l m an w ill assure y o u  th a t the pow er o f certain 
diseases is increased o r  decreased in accordance w ith  the w axing or 
waning o f th e  m oon . T h is  is a  fact well m arked in  their daily observa* 
toons. N ow  th e  m oon  is  on ly  a  satellite. T h e  influence o f the planets, 
which are m ore p ow erfu l, m ust be greater on th e  E arth  as w ell as on her 
inhabitants.

Paracelsus, in  explaining the claims o f  Astrology to a respectful 
attention, says, “  whereas Astronom y deals on ly with the physical aspect 
o f planets and stars, A strology, nobler and higher, deals with the psychi­
cal influences w h ich  the souls o f the heavenly orhs exert upon the 
m icrocosm  o f  man.”  Commenting on the above, the late Professor 
B ichard A . P roctor, one o f  the leading Astronom ers of our day, observes 
— 1 There is som ething m ore impressive in  the thought that the souls 
o f the sun and m oon and planets act not on ly  upon each other, but on 
the m icrocosm  o f  m an.”  “  B u tin  all seriousness, astrology in its incep­
tion was a science— if  one ought not rather to  call it  a religion— deserv­
ing o f  respectfu l consideration, to  say the least. D irect observation was 
all in  favou r o f  the  belief that the heavenly bodies influence in a most 
special m anner the fortunes [Karma] o f  men. The chief o f all the 
heavenly bodies, the sun, produces such m anifest effects, both in his daily 
and h is yearly  course, and the m oon seems so obviously powerful over the 
waters o f  th e  sea, and in  other ways, that it  was the most natural thing 
in  the w orld  to  assume that the other celestial orbs also have their spe­
cial influences, though  i t  m ight not seem quite so obvious what those 
influences w ere .” *

A stro log y , therefore, though scoffed at b y  the ignorant and the 
sceptic, d id  form erly  and does still form part o f  almost every religion, 
especially the A ryan , as w ill be seen from  the ehastras. According to 
these, every  p lanet is presided over by an yazata or  god. These planets 
axe, i t  is  said,

“  Carrying through ether, in perpetual round,
Decrees and resolutions of the gods

*  Knowledge, v®L xi, p. 242.
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o  equalize the accumulated K arm a o f  mankind. W e shall try, there­
fore, to support our paper by the records o f the more careful observers in 
flu’s lino o f science, and see if we can arrive at a solution that might 
help us in our further and deeper investigation.

hot us now examine the plague statistics in relation to the astrological 
calculations. It is almost impossible to get at the accurate figures o f deaths 
caused by tboplaguo in I lorn bay, as the measures adopted by Government 
and the Municipal authen*ties were so m isleading and against the popular 
belief'ami ideas that, in many cases, the persons responsible were obliged 
to give some other reason as the cause o f death, h iding the true fact. It 
is, therefore, necessary to take the total num ber o f deaths from  all causes 
which occurred during the period. W e can easily find out the plague 
figures by simply deducting from the total number, the number of deaths 
during the past year. The population o f  .Bom bay was 821,764 accord­
ing to the lust census (1891), and the death-rate was from  24 to 30 per
1.000 of population, before the plague occurred. In the year 1891, which 
was reported by the Health Officer o f  Bom bay in his Annual Report as 
an | unfavorable”  year, in regard to health, the death-rate was 29'01 per
1.000 o f population, but the follow ing figures, w hich  are taken from the 
official rotums, givo us an idea o f  the havoc the plague has made.
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7 July ’96 531 81-61 27 Oot. *96 698 42-08 16 Feb. ’97 1728 108-20
14 „ 666 83-79 3 Nov. '96 668 42-62 23 „ 1650 103-39
21 „ 524 31-51 10 „ 623 37-77 2 Mar. ’97 1484 92-82
28 I 599 35-68 17 „ 704 42-14 9 „ 1326 82-95
4 Aug. '96 564 38'22 24 „ 760 45-94 16 „ 1258 78-59

11 „ 598 35-49 1 Dec. ’96 772 46-95 23 „ t
18 650 38-34 8 „ 1051 65-30 30 „ 1149 70-87
SB 669 *40-18 15 „ 1810 81-24
1 Sept. ’96 667 39-80 22 „ 1416 87-76
8 „ 593 35-62 29 „ 1853 115-41

15 „ 618 36-70 5 Jan. '97 1711 107-13
QO 647 38-78 12 1638 10206
00wF )) 720 42-45 19 „ 1758 109-78

6 0ot. ’96 791 47-71 26 „ 1721 10713
13 684 38-72 2 Feb. *97 1645 102"76
20 „ 600

i
36-82 9 | 1911 119-65’

Tho movements o f the planets, as show n in the J am -e-J a m sh ed  of 
16th February last, by  Mr. Belirnmji Bonm nji Patel, and generally sup­
ported by another Native astrologer, Joslii M athuresb  Pitam ber, of 
Dakor, in the same paper's issue o f  23rd idem , show  the fo llow in g  indi­
cations

* Four timos worse than the " unfavourable" year, 
t Returns not available.
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“  T he signs o f  the plague and the fam ine began to appear at the 
end o f Ju ly  1896, and their effects must continue for  a year. A t 12-5 
m idnight on th e  28th  Ju ly  1896, the hot-tem pered planet Mars entered 
the sign  Taurus. O n the same day, Jupiter, w h ich  is the best and the 
kindest o f  planets and w hich  presides over doctors, the learned men, the 
officials and k in gs, cam e w ithin  the shadow o f  the sun and was, as it 
were, eclipsed  and continued to remain in that position till the 27th 
A ugust 1896. [T h e  m en in  authority w ere indifferent.] On the 5th 
A u gu st 1896, Ju p iter entered the sign Leo, at 12-7 m idnight. In  this 
he cam e w ith in  the quartile evil aspects o f  90° of tw o evil planets, 
Mars on  one side and Saturn on the other. F rom  the 17th July 1896, 
Saturn began  to  m ove in  his forward course, after a long retrograde 
m otion, and h ad  therefore becom e more ev il. A t  7-55 P.M., on the 10th 
A ugust, the sun, w h o  h ad  already been w ith in  the evil aspects of Mars 
and Saturn fro m  the beg in n in g  o f the m onth, entered his ow n sign, Leo. 
From  the beg in n in g  o f Ju ly  1896, the ev il planets, Mars and Saturn, 
cam e into opposition , w h ich  is the worst aspect in  the heavens. [Here 
the position  o f  th e  m oon  in  relation to Saturn is noted]. On the 19th 
Septem ber 1896, a t 10-20 p . m ., Mars entered the sign o f Gemini, the 
house o f  h is enem y, M ercury. [Plague becam e m anifest.] On 15th 
O ctober, Saturn  jo in ed  the g ood  planet V en u s. [S ligh t decrease.] On 
the 1 1th O ctober, S aturn  entered the sign Scorp io, the house o f Mars. 
O n 3rd  N ovem b er, M ars began  to retrograde, and therefore increased 
his ev il effect, from  w h ich  m ovem ent he returned  in his usual course on 
the 17th  January  1897. [P la g u e  increased.] On 13th N ovem ber 1896, 
Saturn and Sun  w ere in  the sam e degrees and therefore the Sun lost all 
his g ood  pow ers. [P la g u e  continued to increase.] On 30th November, 
the best p lan et, J u p ite r  cam e w ith in  the e v il quartile aspect o f 90° of 
the Sun and th ere fore  becam e helpless to  do  any good. H e is said to 
be p res id in g  o v e r  th e  P arsis. [Increase o f  deaths am ong the Parsis.].... 
O n 11th  D ecem ber, M ars and Sun were o f  th e  same degrees and the 
latter w as th ere fore  afflicted. O n 14th D ecem ber, at 10-2, Mars, which 
was retrogra d in g , aga in  entered Taurus from  G em ini and came in 
opp osition  to  th e  Sun  in  Sagittarius. [Increase o f  the epidemic.] On 
the 27th  D ecem ber, th e  g o o d  p lanet Jupiter retrograded. [P lague at its 
h igh est t i l l  F e b ru a ry ] fro m  w h ich  it w ill retu rn  to its regular course 
on 26th  A p r il , w h en  th e  epidem ic is expected  to  gradually subside. 
U p  to  th is  t im e n o  m easures w ould be en tire ly  successful. Besides, 
Saturn, w h ich  has m u ch  to  do  with the epidem ic, w ill retrograde on 
M arch  11th  u p  to  29 th  J u ly  1897, after w h ich  the plague should 
disappear. [ I t  is  n o w  ra p id ly  decreasing. ]

T h e  a b ov e  ca lcu la tion  generally  corresponds to the fluctuation o f 
the death -rate , th e  pan ic , th e  exodus, th e  m easures adopted by  the 
authorities, & c. Z a d k ie l an d  Raphael both  h ad  predicted these events 
in th e ir  p o lit ica l aspects. N ew s from  India and E g yp t, says Zadkiel, w ill 
cause spm e a n x ie ty  to  th e  B ritish  G overnm ent in  February, for  Mars 
d istu rbs th ose  countries. In  February th e  p lagu e was at its highest.
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This is n ot a great thing, one m ight, say ; it  can be easily guessed. But 
thin guess-w ork, if guess-work it  m ay be, coa id  n ot have been made 
nearly tw o yearn earlier. Because the p lague, as w ell as the famine in 
India, were predicted by  Zadkiel so fa r  back  as 1805, and as every 
almanac o r  calendar is prepared som e m onths before the commencement 
o f  every year, it cannot he said th a t  i t  w as merely guess-w ork. For 
mark what Zadkiei writes in his a lm an ac fo r  1806, o f  course calculating 
some m onths beforehand

“  A t Calcutta, the figure o f the heavens fo r  the autum nal equinox 
threatens a drought, for ¿Mars is the ru lin g  p lanet and is in Gemini, in 
south latitude. The solar ingress in to  the sign L ibra , took  place at 
| h. 56 m. 1  M,, at Calcutta; Capricorn/ut 14" 44 ' cu lm in atin g , and Aries, 
21° V , ascending. Mars, the ruler o f  th e  ascend ing  sign, was in Gemini 
10« ||| with 0" 38' south latitude, I th erefore  pred icted  drought in 
India, for it is the nature of Mars to produce such an effect. H ad the 
Indian Government paid attention to A strology— w hich w as cradled in 
India -and to this forecast, measures m ight have been taken in  advance 
to mitigate the evils now arising from the scarcity and dearness o f grain, 
From the summer solstice 1 also foretold ‘ much cpidcm/lc gicleness1 in 
India, and Bubonic fever lias broken out in Bombay. I trust that these 
facts will attract the attention o f  the authorities and the scientific 
world In the most ancient of all sciences.”

That the plague had been anticipated is an oth er reason o f our 
searching for the cause or causes in another d irection  in preference to 
dw elling wholly on the visible causes. If the drainage, the overcrow d­
ing, <&0i, w ere the only causes of the opidom ic, Z a d k ie l and others need 
not have predicted the plague and famine, months before  th ey  occurred 
in India. One m ight say that if the plague was p red icted  it  was pre­
ordained by God and we need not take measures again st w h at was in­
ev itab le ; hut God should not be accused of w rathfully in flicting such 
calam ities on mankind.

N . F. B ilim oria .

(To be continued.)

TIIE FINDING OF KUSINARA.

A SSUREDLY, it seems as if somo unseen Pow er favorable to Bud­
dhism were at work in our time, lor Hcarcoly has the reading’ 

public recovered from its iiilmiring surprise over the discovery o f the 
Asoka pillar in tlm Lmiihiiii Garden, where the Prince Siddhartha was 
hunt, than a member of the ThooNopliieal Society announoos his identi­
fication of KusiiiAra, where the corpse of the Buddha was cremated. In 
his discovery of still another A soka pillar, Babu Purna Glmndor 
M ukherji has scoured the perpetuation of his name as au Aroliwologist aud 
conferred an honor on our Society. Does it not seem a strange ooinoi-
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dence th at the identification o f the four Buddhist shrines most closely 
connected w ith  the last incarnation o f the Tathagata— Kapilavastu, 
Buddha G ya, Isipatana and Kusinära— should have occurred at the very 
epoch o f  the B uddhistic revival which is now in  progress ? Some dull 
or prejud iced  people m ay see nothing in  this, but the facts are so 
striking that th ey  are calculated to make the open-minded man see that 
they are due to  another cause than chance. For m y part, I  w ill 
go  so fa r  as to  record  m y belief that the whole historical record of 
the services rendered to  Buddhism  by the Em peror Dharmasoka will 
be m ade up from  pillars, tablets, rock inscriptions and excavated 
build ings w ith in  the next few  years. W h a t we know" already of 
that great sovereign, y e t devoted follower o f  the Buddha, has shown 
him to  have been one o f the noblest o f  rulers. Professor Rhys- 
D avids says that his “  edicts are fu ll o f  a lo fty  righteousness; 
obedience to  parents ; kindness to children and fr ien d s; mercy towards the 
brute creation  : indulgence to in feriors; reverence towards Brahmins and 
m em bers o f  the O rder (th e  Buddhist Sangha) ; suppression of anger, 
passion, cru elty  and ex travagan ce ; generosity, tolerance and charity—  
such are th e  lessons w hich  the ‘ kindly Bang, the delight o f the gods’ , 
inculcates on a ll h is subjects.”  In  fact, it seems almost as if Dharmasoka 
had been specia lly  incarnated at the tim e o f his birth, to consolidate, 
purify  and perm anently  protect the Sangha, to  ensure the continuance 
o f the re lig ion  to  distant ages, and to  leave behind him, in his rock- 
inscriptions and p illars the m ost unanswerable proofs o f the Buddha’s 
real existence as a m an and a world-teacher. B ut I  shall not be surprised 
i f  m y o ld  fr ien d  and colleague, P . C. M ukherji, should unearth a collec­
tion o f  records em bodyin g  all that is inscribed on rocks in the Edicts, 
w ith  m uch  m ore th at has thus fa r escaped the notice o f the Archaeologists. 
W ith  these p re fa tory  rem arks I  give p lace to  the important letter of 
P u m a  B abu, the forerunner, let us hope, o f  a m ore detailed and confirma­
tory  report o f  h is finding o f  Kusinära.

C am p  L adrita , via B ettiah,

2nd A pril, 1897.
D e a r  S i r  and B rother,

I  dou bt n ot y o u  w ill be g lad  to learn th at I  have been able to 
d iscover the lost site o f K usinära here— th e  spot where the Buddha 
departed h is p h ysica l life .

D r. W a d d e ll, th e  author o f an im portant book  on Tibetan Buddhism, 
d iscovered  the lost site o f  Kapilavastu in th e  N epaul Terai, for which 
purpose D r. F ü h rer, o f  L u ck n ow  Museum, w as deputed there (the latter 
d id  n ot d iscover it, as noted in Theosophist o f  M arch la s t ) ; and he, in 
order to  find Kusin&ra, induced the Bengal G overnm ent to depute me 
to the T era i ju s t  b e low  the h ills, to search fo r  it. B ut though I discovered 
som e B rah m in ica l rem ains o f  temples and im ages at Mahajogin, Sahdara, 
&o., I  w as d isap poin ted  in not finding w hat I cam e fo r .
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But, brooding on the extracts from H. Thsang (Beale’s Western 
World),.and RockhilFs Tibetan Buddhism, it struck me that Lauriya, 
which contains the greatest number of stupas of a primitive kind, might 
represent the site of the Buddha’s Pari-Nirvana.

So, coming here and studying the ancient remains for three days, I 
have succeeded in determining two important points. One is the Asoka 
pillar, which is inscribed, where the dead body of the Lord was burnt, and 
the other-=-the great stupa of Asoka, showing the place of Nirvana, just 
south-west of the present village, which stands on the ancient site of 
Kusinara. The latter’s diameter is about 300 ft. and still about 180 ft. 
high, which was 200 ft. when Hiuen Thsang, the Chinese pilgrim 
visited it, in the 6th century A.D. I have also been able to identify the 
River Hiranvavati, in Turakha, and the stupa where the dead body was 
burnt, in a bend of the river, which still exists. A rough sketch-plan 
will show all this:

If my identification stand good, then kindly notify it to the Buddhist 
world through your Journal, for it will turn out an important place 
of pilgrimage, and is easily accessible. There is a Railway Station at 
Betnsh, «nd Lauriya is abort 10 miles north, easily visited by Rkka. pony 
g|| elephant. More I shall write afterwards.

Fraternally yours,
(Sd.) Pukka Cbakdka U uisxkjl

Archaeologist.
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LATER.
Basxipur, 22ml April 1897.

D ear S ir asd B rother,
Since writing you from Lauriya, which I identified with Kurinagara,* 

the site where Buddha departed his physical life, I beg to inform you, 
that I have also discovered the birth-place of Chandra-Gupta, the 
grandfather of Asoka the great, at Pipariya, which I propose to iden­
tify with Pippalivana, the forest of Pippala trees, which received a por­
tion of Buddha’s relics at the cremation-ground. This portion of relies 
was enshrined in a s tu p a , which was opened and rebuilt by Asoka to 
abstract the contents. This Pippalivana was the town of the Mauryas 
at the time of the Buddha, subsequently some of the Maorya princes 
appear to have migrated to Vaisali, which was captured by Ajatasatruu 
The Maury as escaped and founded a town in their own name, at some 
distance east of Vaisdli. About 150 years after, this new town was 
Backed; and a Maury a princess, escaped to Pippalivana, where she 
gave birth to a son, who, however, was cast off. The wife of aoow-keeper, 
Chandra by name, adopted him,—whence be was known as Chandra- 
Gupta, protected by Chandra. The hoy, while playing with bis com­
panions, assumed the air of a king.

Chanakya Pandit, who is now well-known for a small treatise on 
morals, saw- royal marks in the boy, whom be bought for 7,000 silver 
coins, and adopted as his son. He taught him in the different lines of 
learning, and giving him his whole treasure, instructed him to dethrone 
the Xanda king at Pataliputra,—he himself becoming the king, who. 
out of gratitude, built him a fortified palace, now known as Chands! 
or rather Chonakya-gnrh.

Now this vast building in solid brick-work, about GOO feet long, by 
150 ft. broad, and about 150 feet in height, still exists about 8 miles 
south of the ruins of Bampurwa, or rather Pipariya, where are two stupas 
of a primitive type, and two Asoka pillars, now imbedded in the sandy 
soil,—one being inscribed with has edicts.

This vast and solid edifice, of which the superstructure is n o w

fallen, had a tank on the south side, embanked by a causeway of solid
Wick-work, which, rising from the south and 
west, and going to the east comer, turned to the 
north to give access to the main bidding in 
the south-east corner, thus §

This appears to be eyelopean in structure 
and style, and dated about 320 B. C-, the 
hitherto first historical monument io India, 
that I have been able to bring to light.

W

Xorth.
iniDiinimiuuniBitniumoin
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causeway. 
Tonrs fraternally.

P. C. MruEEJjL
Ar6lissoU>gisL

* Same as E ssn m
6



HIJIMA AND DIJRYODJJANA.
'T 'O  what or whom is the torn Uhima of the Hhagavad-GltA applU 

1  cable?

The above text occurs in tho Chundradlpikli, Kosa, and means that 
tho tom llhimn applies to tho strongest of all tho men in tho world. 
Thin interpretation would he an accepted one in consideration of tho 
tendencies of the present time, hut tho context of tho term under notice 
is not concerned with tho tendencies of any special time. It deals with 
Jn/inn, lihakti, Kiumaand IJpfWiil ax links in a chain, and aims at point- 
log out the way to liberation. This being so, tho pro» and conn of the 
interpretation given above should ho discussed before it is accepted as 
consistent with and holitting the context of tho term interpreted.

The first point is, does tho physical strongth in man servo any object 
in connection with Moksha? Tho answer to this must be in tho nega­
tive and is founded on tho authority of Vyftsa given in the GtfcHs&ra- 
Hangraha—

W w s jg q ft
“ The liberation is not attained through physical strongth, nor through 
worldly prosperity, nor through rnunduno deeds, nor through Yoga(Hatha) 
process, This is beyond doubt,"t This is a distinct authority to show 
that thn suprnmo strongth of body is not a means to tho end of Moksha. 
Tho reasoning of this authority will furthor invalidate tho interpretations 
oi' llhtina as K/lrna. To this the following may be urged in refutation.

The word llhinia used in this passngo seems to signify nothing else but 
K/lmn and the entire passage trail.-.lated stands th us—1“ a woman 20 years
of ago, overwhelmed with passion, soolcs a man," Horo tho word tffarWcft 
signifies over-lustful, This being so the word Bhtma used in the Git& 
should ho interpreted ns K&ma, This is an untenable refutation. In
the first place tho word employed in tho passage cited does

£
not signify a woman imbued with passion. Horo tho word nPT can also 
ho intorprotod as beautiful, for  tho subjoct of the context of tho passage 
cited is not Kilmn. h'urthar, granting for tho sake of argument that 
the word Ultima as used in the passage cited signifies Kfima, that is no

* Thoro it a mistake in tho metre.— E d „

| The translation does not tally with the Text,— Bd.
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reason why the word Bhima of the Bhagavad-Gita should also mean 
Kama.

The context wherein the word Bhima is used in the Gitd is the 
exposition of and exhortation to virtuous deeds—Kama is a vicious 
desire. This being so, to interpret as Kama the word Bhima as used in 
the text of the Gitd would be an anomaly. Therefore the word Bhima 
of the Bhagavad-Gita does not signify KAma.

tfwrfair

This passage is taken from the Nirukta. The word Bhima as in­
terpreted here refers to one made strong by VidyA, which is qualified 
as imbued with very great strength and as venerated for being an in-
strument in accomplishing the subjugation of t  j the word
ĵfS signifies evil deeds, *Tî T meaning the course or path of evils,

deeds VT—as embracing Ahankara and the like, excepting 5Rj[ J and 
Ahankara (egotism) as originator of the evil deeds and their path meriting 
subjugation. The Vidyd which serves as an instrument in accomplish­
ing the conquest of is imbued with very great power.
To this Vidyfi alone the word as interpreted in Nirnkta refers. 
The passage cited from the Nirukta and its interpretation taken
from Sesha Chandriki go to show that the term *1R refers to that 
VidyA alone which originates good Karma and destroys that desire 
which works the bondage of man.

fWW ^ frf sn?rsq!r 

f̂ mr Ora sfifer ffaSci

This is a dictum of Sri Krishna taken from Byasuab Samhita (?.) and 
translated stands thus : “ Where knowledge is not, there the good Karma 
is undoubtedly not. Man with good Karma and purified heart becomes 
a candidate for emancipation. Through knowledge the mundane desire 
of man is killed out. Therefore knowledge exceeds all earthly bliss.”

This dictum of Sri Krishna demonstrates beyond all manner of 
doubt that knowledge (Vidy&) alone originates good Karma.

Further, G&laba Ttishi in his aphorisms interprets as 
purified heart. Now as long as knowledge is not gained, so long dis­
crimination does not originate. Without discrimination the heart is 
not purified. It is through knowledge that the heart is purified, dis­
crimination is engendered, thought control is brought about, renunciation 
is effected and desire is killed out (Ghandrahopanishad). On this
authority too the word should be interpreted as Vidya.
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The passage ' taken from
means, a girl aged 20 rears imbued with Vidyá seeks a man

^____ - ~~ #y
endowed with know ledge.and the word *11 HI *1 til signifies neither 
(overlustful) nor (beautiful). Wherefore the term Bhima of the
Bhagavad-Gitá signifies Tidrá (knowledge).

I cannot conclude this contribution without an apology to the 
reader for tacking to it the following passage in Sanskrit—■“ Knowledge 
is power. ”

This in its English garb would mean knowledge of physics which 
gives its master control over the elements with the end that it ministers 
to his mnndanp wants and earth-born cares at the sacrifice of the secu­
lar and spiritual progress of his follow-beings. Bat to the Hindu mind 
of bygone dars the saying conveyed a far more potent signification.

To'what or whom is the term Duryodhana of the Bhagarad-Gita 
applicable ? Mr. John Davies in his foot-notes to his translation of the 
work, on page 19. adds that Duryodhana was the eldest of the one hundred 
sons of Dhritarashtra and was the unscrupulous foe of the sons of Fandn. 
Mr. Apte, in his Sanskrit Dictionary, gives Duryodhana as the eldest of 
the one hundred and one sons of Dhritarashtra and Gandhari. These 
two versions do not seem to materially differ in the sense. The only 
difference noticeable is in the number of sons, and being a difference 
-imply in the degree of generosity on the part of the two enlighteners of 
the blind king may with safety be overlooked as irrelevant. But Ganesa. 
son of Siva, in his venerable work: entitled the Nirukta, gives a version 
entirely inconsistent with and diametrically opposed to the two versions 
given above. It will be for the reader to choose between the two.

Verily the term Duryodhana. of the Bhagavad-Gita, signifies * Manas 
or the instrument by which are cognised the impressions of the objects 
of sense made on the external organs. What is meant here is the

or inevitable duty and is beset with difficulty.
There are in this universe seven planes through which a monad has 

to pass before its liberation from bondage imposed on it by the union of 
the two Prakritis A para and Para. Mulaprakriti and Devaprakrti. 
These seven planes are enumerated as follows:—

D cktodhaka.

giggjl apr p | p  MlWrin pcffcî
p r e s  cRTT

Mana»; of man and of no other monad. Its subjugation is a  paramount

Mineral K in g dom  

Vegetable Kingdom 
A nim al Kingdom
Sanrátma
Chaadr&tma
Abhyarfrtma

I  J
=  sh O T  1

1  HIc^í^RT^
=  ^Sthfila Upadhi.
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Human Kingdom — Union of all the Upadhis
Sthula- Sukshma and Karana.

The Jivan Muktas alone live in Karana. Upadhi.
Manas is one of the eight sub-divisions of the A para Prakriti 

and plays a very important part in the enthralment and liberation of 
the monad. While the monad remains encased in the Sthula Upadhi. 
of the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms, the Manas as an element 
of the Apara Prakriti is quite dormant and therefore its control by us. 
is out of the question. In these kingdoms the Apara Prakriti alone is 
partially powerful while the Para is quite inactive. After the pass­
age of the monad from the Sthula to the Shkshma Upadhi, the Apara 
Prakriti ceases to rule, being superseded in office by its adversary the 
Para Prakriti. Here Manas, though existing, does not assert itself in 
opposition to any adversary. The qualification attachable to it while 
the monad is incarcerated in the Sukshma Upadhi is Parajay.

In man the two Prakritis in their entirety find field for active work 
Jnana comes into play. Karma is created, enchainment is felt and 
exertion is made to throw off the shackles of bondage brought about 
by M an as and its coadjutors, Buddhi and Ahankara. The more strenu­
ous is the effort made for liberation, the greater is the exertion of 
Manas in the contrary direction to frustrate the action of energy put 
forth for its control. Where there has come into play the faculty of 
discriminating good from evil, where there is heard the voice of con­
science, and where there has been awakened the craving for emancipa­
tion, there the Manas is fully aroused into activity and is as a conse­
quence found difficult to be restrained and controlled.

The legitimate function of Manas is to supply food, gathered from 
the external world through the organs of sense, to Ahankara and there­
by promote individualism and separateness and put on the monad 
fresh fetters of bondage. The monad is originally free and as snch has 
an inherent tendency for liberation. The non-subjugation of Manas 
impedes the progress of the monad towards emancipation. Therefore 
the subjugation of Manas is the paramount duty.

Where the dual activity is absent and only one set of actions is to 
be performed, there the conditions of difficulty in connection with 
the performance of those actions is also absent. On the Sukshma 
Upadhi the activity is not dual. In man the activity is dual and 
therefore the conquest of one set by the other becomes beset with 
difficulty. And as Manas in man is the most active element of the Apara 
Prakriti and most obstructive to the progress of the human monad to­
wards liberation, its control is absolutely necessary and at the same time 
difficult of accomplishment.

In the human Upadhi the monad is capacitated for Moksha. To 
think of emancipation and to work for its attainment is the highest 
duty of man. Anything that imperils or even tends to imperil his pro­
gress towards Moksha must be checked and controlled. Manas in man
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is the most perilous element in this connection. It should therefore be 
subjugated.

For the reasons set forth above, the term Duryodhana, of the 
Jihagavad Gita means the Manas in man whose subjugation is beset with 
difficulty.

ProaiBSHEI D a»8 A BO D h AUHAJ,

Cbeosopbp in all Xante.
Lostxm, March 26th, 1897.

Mrs, Besant arrived here on the 7th inst., having made the long sea* 
voyage from Brindisi; passengers from Bombay being prevented from landing 
at that port owing to quarantine arrangements. Her visit was very short, as 
she sailed again for New York on the 10th instant. I understand she will 
make a lecturing tour some months in the United States, where she will be 
accompanied by the Countess Wachtmeister and Miss Willson. A new depar* 
tore in the lectures will consist of the use of lantern-slides showing thought* 
forms, and the human auras. The pictures as shown by some of the slides 
taken to America by Mrs. Besant are said to be very beautiful and will be 
found of very great interest.

There have been several lectures given to the members of the Blavatsky 
Lodge during the month and I am glad to be able to send you a short account 
of two of them.

On Thursday, March 4th, Mr. Lead beater lectured to a crowded lodge, in 
place of Mrs. Besant who was so unfortunately delayed. The subject dealt with 
was “ The XkAshic Records”, and the lecture proved most valuable in clearing 
up many points which earlier literature on the subject bad left more or less 
obscure. He opened the address by saying that the terms “ XkAshic Record,” 
and 1 Record of the Astral Light,” were both not what one could wish, because 
the real Records are far beyond the Astral plane, where only glimpses of them 
may be obtained by double reflection; it is on the Devachanic plane that these 
Records must be dealt with, and the word "Xk&shic” has been used to indi­
cate its matter.

He then gave the very suggestive thought that the true Xkashic Records 
must be looked upon as existing in the memory of the Logos. Just as we 
recognise that the whole Holar System is contained in, and is part of the Aura 
of the Being who is its Life, so must we remember that everything that takes 
place within our System must be recorded in His consciousness, 8o we 
understand that the retd Records are higher than we can reach, and that only 
reflections of them come down on to the lower planes. Those on the Astral 
plane are always partial and diverted, just as an image reflected on ruffled 
water would be distorted, for on this plane you never get a still surface; it is 
only by rising to the Devachanic plane that you get accuracy—there yon 
cannot be mistaken—but then comes a difficulty in bringing down the mental 
picture to the physical plane, and also in expressing it in physical words. 
The personal equation has also to be considered. If any two clairvoyants 
looked up a record together, the account each brought back would differ, as 
web would report the particular incidents Which appealed to him. On the
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Bnddhic plane the records would be still clearer than on the Dcvachanio 
plane, for then you would get the past, present, and future of an event simal' 
tanecmsly—here you get beyond time and space.

He said that in looking at the record from the astral plane, you might 
see any event, such as the landing of Julius Caesar, but it would look more 
like a picture ; whereas on the plane above, you would seem to be standing 
among the people. He also said that there you might lock at your own past 
from without, as a spectator, and that the events of the life you were viewing 
would be very real to you. Glimpses of the past sometimes come in dreams, 
but there are so many possible explanations of dreams that such glimpses are 
very unreliable, and he gave the wise advice that it is a good rule never to 
seek for an occult explanation of anything, if a plain common-sense physical 
reason can be given for it.

He concluded his very interesting lecture by saying that Occultisnris the 
apotheosis of common-sense, and that one must not imagine that all experi­
ences are revelations from en high, as too many people do. We most try to 
keep our balance always, and endeavour never to lose our self-control and a 
reasonable view of things, and thus we shall be better Theosophist«*. and better 
occultists than we are now.

Another interesting lecture was given to the same Lodge on the 11th inst. 
by Mr. Head, on “ Theological Geometry,” He commenced by giving some 
account of the Pythagorean schools of Occultism, and then insisted on the 
study of Mathematics as a means of achieving the higher gnosis or wisdom. 
In the Platonic System the soul was regarded as a permanent entity with 
knowledge on its own plane, and Mathematics was the means to arouse the 
memory of the souL By this study it would seem that the Flatonists formed 
a conception of the Astral plane, ie., of a four dimensional world. The study 
of Euclid trained the mind in the formation of mental images—a training 
which must be of value to the student of Occultism. The lecturer then devoted 
some time to the description of the five Platonic Solids, illustrating his 
remarks by a beautiful set of cardboard models, sent by a young Spanish 
student, who had pointed out the relationship of these forms to each other, 
and produced some most intricate and beautiful combinations by the inter­
penetration of two or more. Plato asserted that the solids were not dead, but 
living things, and Mr, Mead reminded bis hearers that all the multitudinous 
forms of the Universe are variants of mathematical forms, and can in number­
less ways be traced as obeying Mathematical and Arithmetical laws in their 
growth and development. The physical atom has for its limiting field the 
dodecahedron, and one of the gnostic teachers wrote that regular solids are 
developed from the atom—the monad, ie., the invisible point from which all 
Mathematical science starts. This lecture was full of points suggestive to the 
student, but these cannot be given in a brief report.

The Century Magazine for March, in a series of short articles on “ The 
Art of Large Giving*’, has one on The Exploration of Mind. Among the large 
gifts whose usefulness is acknowledged is the one which established the 
“ Clark University” at Worcester, Massachusetts. In this University experi­
mental psychology has one of its centres, for investigators are here training 
knowledge of mind to account in the economy of education. To this end they 
examine the children with regard to their quickness in recognising tones and 
forms, in discriminating colours, in detecting the features where flowers 
resemble each other, etc., etc., and by doing so the aptitudes and deficiencies
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of each child are revealed and definitely measured. The teacher is thus 
enabled to judge of the receptivity o f each ch ild ’s m ind, and to see what talent 
in each would repay cultivation, while he w ould also g ive th e  necessary 
attention to those minds which appear sterile. A  psychologist in  the class­
room will, they say, solve many difficulties, and the result o f his efforts will 
be far-reaching, for  the children’s lives w ill be enriched when the ability of 
their young minds is rightly appraised and developed. B y  such  method too, 
any uncommon talent would be sure to be discovered. H ow  far they are 
right in supposing, as they do, that such a curriculum  is now put before 
the world for  the first time is open to question, but their method is 
one which looks like the beginning o f  better things, fo r  it w ill tend to help 
the children who are looked to as those w ho w ill carry  on the work of the 
world.

Nature is publishing a paper b y  H . E. A rm strong, on “  The need of 
organizing Scientific Opinion.” H e considers that our want o f culture as a 
nation, and our apathy to science when com pared with the German Schools, 
is the fault o f our Universities, because it is from  these that com e the teachers 
whose example goes through our whole educational sy stem : also, that we 
fail to recognise that “ the sole aim o f U niversity education should be to 
develop faculties, and to give training in research.”  Research work, he 
says, is confined to the very few. H is w ords are very  suggestive as to the 
way in which changes in the system w ill have to be made, and he points out 
that there need be no delay in carrying out changes, i f  those capable o f  work­
ing in such a cause will co-operate. This, he says, can on ly  be done in the 
one way which he gives in words u ttered b y  H elm holtz— it m ay be done if 
“  each of us think o f himself, not as a m an seeking to  g ratify ' his ow n thirst 
for knowledge, or promote his own private advantage, or  to  shine b y  his own 
abilities; but rather as a fellow-labourer in one great com m on w ork bearing 
upon the highest interests of humanity.’ ’ These last w ords are, I  think, 
what every Theosophist should take to  heart, w hen he thinks o f himself as a 
worker in a still higher cause.

E. A . I.

N E W  Z E A L A N D  SE C T IO N .
March 1897.

Circulars have been sent out by the General Secretary to Branches and 
unattached members, asking them to  co llect sm all sums am ong their friends 
on behalf of the sufferers in India, and already a fa ir response has been made 
to the appeal, and several small remittances have been sent to  A dyar,

Miss Edger’s Auckland lectures are continued, and attract large and 
interested audiences.

There is increased activity in Christchurch. One o f  the members, Mr. 
McCombs, has lately been lecturing in the suburbs o f  the C ity, and also in 
the neighbouring towns o f Kaiapoi and R angiora, w ith  very  fa ir success. 
Sufficient interest has been aroused to  encourage h im  to  continue his efforts 
to extend the sphere of the Theosophical teachings.

Mrs. Richmond, the President o f  the C hristchurch  Branch, has been 
visiting Auckland this month. She lectured in the room s o f  the Auckland 
Branch on “  The Message of Theosophy” , to  a very  good  audience. The 
lecture was followed by questions and discussion. On her return  journey  to 
Christchurch, Mrs. Richmond will lecture in W anganni and Palm erston, 
North.
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AMERICA.
M rs. B esant in A merica.

To the "Editor of the Theosophist.
Mrs. Besant’s long and stormy journey of nearly five weeks, from 

India to America, was completed on Thursday, March 18th, when she 
arrived in New York and was welcomed by Mr. Fullerton, the General 
Secretary of the American Section of the Theosophical Society.

Even on the landing place a number of reporters surrounded Mrs. 
Besant, and a paper, The Tribune, received on the way to the Hotel, 
already contained a notice of her arrival. The whole afternoon was 
occupied with interviews and the papers next day contained accounts— 
more or less inaccurate, but on the whole very friendly in character—of 
wbat Mrs. Besant had said.

Time flew, on Friday and Saturday, . in receiving people, writing 
articles and letters and making final arrangements for the lectures to be 
given in Chickering Hall, on Sunday evening. Early on Sunday morning, 
the Countess Wachtmeister arrived from Buffalo and Toronto, where 
she had been lecturing daily and working with many people in the 
movement. The Countess is still much exhausted after her arduous 
labours, which resulted in the formation of thirteen Branches and one 
centre for study, and also in many other new members.

The Countess accompanies Mrs. Besant and thus the tour will be 
one of double activity.

During the absence of Mr. Walters, Count Axel Wachtmeister has 
been acting editor of Mercury, the American Theosophical Journal, and 
under his careful direction the paper has improved and is largely 
extending its circulation.

Mrs. Besant’s lecture in Chickering Hall, on Sunday, was a distinct 
success; the audience was attracted and interested and the slides 
showed up well ; so prospects are good for the next two Sundays.

On Monday evening, after a busy day spent in seeing enquirers, in 
correspondence, and in arranging the details of the proposed six 
months’ tour through the States, a reception was held in the 
largest room of the hotel, and for an hour and a half, a crowd of atten­
tive listeners proved that New Yorkers are ready to hear and appre­
ciate deep truths clearly expressed.

The next two weeks are full of appointments, and Mrs. Besant is 
now well launched on her American work, with every indication so 
far that the result will be a great revival of public interest in the 
Theosophical movement and that groups of earnest students will be 
formed into Lodges of the Society.

On Monday, we leave for Washington and the week is to be spent 
between that place and Philadelphia, the return to New York being 
in time for the Sunday lecture. On Monday, April oth, we start for St. 
Louis and will go on to Kansas, Topeka, Denver, Colorado. Leadville, 
Salt Lake City and Ogden, on the way to Los Angeles. W.

7



498 [M ayT h e  T h e o so p h is t .

A n o th er  R e po r t .

The steamship Toutonic, on  w hich M rs. Besant sailed from  England, 
arrived in N ew  Y o rk  on M arch 18th, after a tem pestuous voyage, during 
which several h igh  seas broke over the vessel. One o f these struck the 
Fourth Officer and a quartermaster, k n ock in g  them  about violently. The 
form er sustained a fracture o f the th igh , and several other injuries, while 
the quartermaster was very seriously bruised. O f course, m any reporters have 
called at the H otel Jefferson, in E ast F ifteenth  Street, where Mrs. Besant 
is staying. She tells them she com es | to  plant the seeds o f  esoteric truth 
am ong the people, not to wage w ar w ith  any one.”  She also frankly affirms 
that “  Mme. B lavatsky has been reincarnated in  the person o f a young 
Brahmin, now  about 19 years old , w hose soul had departed. The 
reincarnation took  place five years ago, and the lad w ho previously knew 
only Sanskrit and Hindustani, now  speaks R ussian, French, German and 
H ebrew ; but she says “  his identity m ust be held  secret fo r  some time to 
come. I  knew from  Mme. B lavatsky o f  this reincarnation, before it was 
consummated. There can be no doubt o f  it, and the fa ct can be established 
without difficulty, when the right tim e com es.”  M rs. Besant also told Tlie 
World reporter that she regretted the sp lit in  the Theosophical ranks, and 
expressed a readiness to welcome a reconciliation . She said to a Herald re­
porter : “  I  do not com e to antagonize M rs. T in gley , o r  to  proselyte among 
her adherents. W e  are preaching the sam e truths and the w orld  is large. I 
w ill try  to draw converts from the outside public, and a id  as m uch as I  can 
those Branches o f the T. S. that rem ain  loya l to  the Parent Society.

On the evening o f  March 21st, M rs. Besant lectu red  before a large audi­
ence in  C hickering H all, New Y ork , on  | T he C onstitu tion  o f  Man in his 
Invisible Bodies,”  illustrating her su b ject th rou gh  the a id  o f  artistically 
tinted pictures throw n upon a large screen, b y  a stereopticon. From  her 
remarks as reported in the New Y o rk  Journal o f  M arch  20 th, we glean the 
follow ing brie f paragraph 9

| The real aura which surrounds every  in d iv idu al is a colour effect 
resultant from  the vibration of w aves o f  p sych ic  ether em anating from  the 
soul o f  that individual. The aura is n ot necessarily  a sign  o f  spirituality, 
fo r  very unspiritual people are thus su rrou n ded  w ith  th is nebulous vapour 
o f  character— expression. It may indicate em otion ality , intellect, passion, 
devotion. I t  expresses them all. In  the low er form s the aura often  expresses 
the physical temperament and indicates the con d ition  o f  the possessor’s 
health.”

P ictures were also thrown upon the screen illu stratin g  in  beautiful 
colours the different varieties of th ou gh t form s, as th ey  appear to  the clair­
voyant eye. Other lectures are to  be delivered  in N ew  Y o rk  City, and 
then Mrs. Besant and her travelling  com panion , M iss W ilson , together 
with Countess W achtm eister will m ake a tou r o f  A m erica , fo r  six m onths or 
more. I t  is evident that an immense am ount o f  g ood  w ill be accom plished 
through the agency o f these illustrated lectures.

C H IC A G O .
M a r c h  26, 1897.

The eagerness to learn whatever ca n  be  learned from  O rientals themselves, 
has not w orn off. The several pay in g  classes o f  V irch a n d  Gandhi, b . a ., h . b . 

a . H  m eeting twice weekly, progress fro m  one cou rse  o f  instruction , to the
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next advance. T h e  m etaphysical subjects, strenuously  tax the interest o f  
m inds, n o t  b e fo re  v ersed  in even the terms necessarily  used. Mr. Gandhi 
has calls fo r  th e  sam e courses elsewhere, and w ill go , after A pril finishes the 
season’s w o r k ; an d  w ill return  here next Fall or  Sum m er. H is style o f teach­
ing is the u ltim a tu m  o f  conciseness. It is as unm istakably clear, as it is 
direct. H is  presen ce  in the class-room , is also m ost pleasant and acceptable. 
H is featu res con stan tly  rem ind one of Adelina P atti’s half brother, Nicola 
B arili, the baritone. M r. G andhi grows in the estim ation  o f his pupils, and is 
con sidered  b y  lectu re  agents, a good  candidate fo r  engagements.

T h e B rahm a-charin  and Dharmapala are still busied elsewhere.

T h e P a n d it  L alana continues with daily augm enting  ability, and wonder­
fu l acceptab ility , h is classes, lectures, &c. H e h olds forth  in the Van Buren 
T h eosoph ica l H a l l ; M r. G andhi, in  his office in  the great Masonic Temple. 
Lalana in v ites  w h osoever w ill, to  jo in  him in S cien tific  Meditation, at a .m., 

at his present residen ce w hich  is at least an h ou r away from  the centre of 
C hicago.

T h e day  classes o f  both  teachers are m ostly  wom en, but not altogether. 
The even in g  classes and the 3 r.si. Saturday and Sunday lectures, are heard 
by m an y  m en. A t  a ll tim es, w om en are in the m ajority . Lalana is a vivid, 
happy teach er o f  S a n sk r it ; tak ing  up only the prim ary, general principles 
o f the lan gu age , the root form s, etc.

T h e  P residen t o f  the C hicago Theosophical Branch, a superior and 
rem arkable y o u n g  m an, is in  F lorida, seeking to  recuperate from  an almost 
fatal ra ilroad  accident. The excellent and popu lar Office Secretary, Mr. 
Parker, is absent fo r  several w eeks at least, in  h is home in a distant State. 
H e happened in  C h icago at a critica l moment o f  Branch need, when the desk 
was to be vacated. H e kept the Office and R eading-room  and Hall, open 
daily an d  pu n ctu ally , from  10 a.m. to 5 p.m. T h e Room s are commodious, 
light, am ple, an d  m ust be kept open every day  in  Chicago, if a Branch is to 
thrive, or even  con tin ue to  exist.

T he now A ctin g -S ecre ta ry  is happily M iss Stevens who has for some 
time been  h e lp in g  the over-ru n n in g  desk w ork . She is a thorough lady, of 
winning presence. T he slender Chicago Branch cannot entirely pay even 
her liv in g ;— so she earns her board  in the forenoon , and keeps the Rooms 
open d a ily  from 1 to  5 p. m. On lecture and class days, they are thronged.

A nna B allard .

IReviews.
K A R M A : A  S T U D Y  O F  T H E  LAW  O F  C A U S E  A N D  EFFECT.

B y Jerome A . Anderson, M.D.
The su b ject is dealt w ith  “ in relation to  Rebirth...Post-M ortem  States 

o f Consciousness, C ycles, Y icarious Atonement, Fate, Predestination, Free- 
W ill, F org iven ess, A n im als, Suicides, etc.,”  and the author has evidently 
studied it to som e purpose, fo r  his book shows that it has been elaborated by 
a clear-headed th inker. W e commend it to  ou r readers as a standard 
work on the su b ject discussed, and as deserving o f being widely read and 
studied. T he m echanical execution is of a h igh grade throughout, the binding 
is  substantial and artistic, and the book contains 126 pages.

E.
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THEMYSTEBIE8 OF MAGIC.
A Diami' or thk W rit; non o r  E 'hjmias I /k' vi,

With, a Biographical and (b ilica i E tiay, by A. hi. Waite,
I London : Kegai) Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co,; 10», tid.]

In 1,11ih second edition, tini author him revised and enlarged the previous 
olio o f leu yearn ago, re-arranged ilm contents, and a id ed  an index. He 
says in tlie Preface, that his ob ject han been “  to g ive a harmony of Lévi'n 
writings, an interpretation and <|ualilieation o f his earlier by bin later work«, 
to make alno a philosophical and reasonable presentation. o f tlio historic 
claim of magic.. .to distinguish what in theoretically possible for the magician,
from what is expedient...... " W e lind presented in the work, “  Doctrine
and Bitual o f Transcendent M agic,’ ’ the portions o f the “  H istory of Magic” 
which are nondiistorical, the substance o f the “  K ey  to the Groat Mys- 
tcries,”  o f “  Fables and Hymbols,”  o f the “  Heieneo o f Spirits,”  and selections 
from the “  Paradoxes of the Highest S cience.” The author has also drawn, 
in this edition, from I wo posthumous works, “  The Hook o f (Splendours,” arid 
the “  Clavicles of (Solomon," Tim main portion o f the works following the 
biographical and Critical Essay is d ivided into X I I I .  parts, covering 528 
pages, 'i’he success of the present edition may be safely predicted, owing to 
its various improvements and to the grow in g  dem and for occu lt literature.

E G Y P T IA N  M A G IC .*
Hv H. 8. 1). D.

If any reader expects to got from  this or other published works on tho 
subject, a practical knowledge of M agic, ho is certain ly  destined to be dis­
appointed. The author says on page secon d : “  In stu dyin g  E gyptian Magic 
one has at once a thoroughly scientific satisfaction. One is troubled with 
no vague theories, but receives precise, practical details nevertheless 
after reading this book, one might well exclaim , “  W here are tho practical 
details f ”  Huroly they are not to  bo found upon its 85 pages, though it 
contains much that is of value. On page eleven we read;

| Now on the face of the mutter, it is very easy to see that a great part of 
Egyptian Magfo lay in a special of Hypnotism, called by lator magicians, Enchant­
ment, Fascination, and so forth, Anybody with intelligence and charm can hypnotise 
mi innocent person...but suchu practice is derogatory both to fascinator and 
fascinated... Hituuls or Ceremonies now simply regarded us a waste of time by 
l.hose who liave to assist at their celebration, had a potent effect when tho sym­
bolism of ouch action was fully recognised, aud when the imagination wus extend­
ed and ultra-sensitive, and tlio will concentrated (irmly and repeatedly on the 
object to be aooouiplisbcd.

The Ku (Ego) of the Jtituulist wus thus ut high tension, acting upon its 
counterpart, the concave germ in tho Ab (heart) or vosso) o f conscious desire | 
this roads upon tlio lluti (iuslinotivo habit) or unconscious oxooutant. Tho whole 
human Ego then being in a state of Uinurgio oxoitation, tho Baio (spirit) descend­
ed! and tho whole being bocame a luminous Khou or shining body of supor-buman 
potency, the Augoeidos of tho Greek Mystics. This glittering being established in 
Urn midst of the Bull u (elemental body) then by its radiation can awake corres­
ponding potencies in nature, ”

| This is volume VIII. of Oollhctanba U icrmhtioa, edited by W, Wynn 
Waitcolt, M. B.f D, 1*. II,, London, Thoosophioal Publishing Society j Price Oil. OiZ* 
net.
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And on page twelve it is stated
“  We may now perceive dimly bow the Egyptians conceived the seed of the Tree 

of Life-eternal to be implanted in the heart of each man or woman born on earth ; 
liow it can wither and fade; how it can be cultivated until the man become« either 
an Evil Demon or a God.”

Hut imagination and will cannot be transcribed to paper.
The book contains various “ Hymns’ ’ to the gods; “ Songs powerful 

against the inhabitants of the waters,” and “  adjurations against lions, 
crpcodiles and reptiles.”

Home o f these hymns show how majestically these noble thoughts of the 
uucicnts were expressed, 4,000 years B. C., and with what stupendous flights 
of fancy they spanned the universe. Following are extracts from the “ Book 
of the Dead,”  com m encing on page 13:

“  1 am yesterday, To-day and To-morrow, for I am born again and again. 1 am 
'Chat Whose Force is uumanifest and nourishoth the Dwellers in the West. I  am the 
Guider in the East. The Lord of the Two faces Who sooth by llis own Light. The 
Lord of Resurrections who cometh forth from tho Dusk and Whose Hirth is from 
tho House of Death.

This is the Lord of Shrine which standeth in the contre of the Earth; He is 
in me, and I am in Him.

1- am he who bursteth the Bonds, Uttermost Extension is My name. I bring 
to its fulness tho Force which is hidden within me. . . .

I  am lie  Who comoth forth as One Who breaketh open the gates : and Ever­
lasting is tjio Daylight which His will hath created............

I  shine forth as tho Law of Life and the glorious Law of Light..........
I  travel on high, I  tread upon the Firmament; I raise a flame with the light­

ning which mine eye hath made, and I fly forward towards the Splendonrs of the 
Gloriflod, in the presence of the Sun who daily giveth Life to every man. . . .

Blessed are they who see the bourne. Beautiful is the God of the motionless 
heart, who rostoroth Peace to tho Torrent.”

The above are extracts from  the “ Triumphant Death-Song of the Initia­
ted E gyptian .”

the style o f this reminds one of what Sri Krishna says in Bhagavad 
GM, Chap. I X  as follow s -.

“  I  (am) the oblation; J the sacrifice; 1 the uuoestral offering ; 1 the ilregiving 
herb I the Muntram I ; 1 also the butter,'; 1 tho fire ; I the burnt-offering;

1 tho Father of this uiiivurso, the Mother, tho Supporter, the Graudsire, 
tho one Puriiior to be known, the Omkuru, and also tho Big, Sllmu. and Yajur;

Tho Path, Nourishor, Lord, Witness, Abode, Shelter, Lover, Origin, Dissolution, 
Foundation, Treasure-house, Seed imperishable.

I  give boat j I hold back aud send forth the rain; immortality and also 
death, Sat and Asat am I, Arjuna..........

They also who worship other Gods with dovotion, full of faith, they also worship 
Mo, Oh son of Kuutt; though contrary to the ancient rule.”

Thoro are also extracts translated from a Gnostio Papyrus preserved in 
tho Bodleian Library, in which are given brief conversations betweon Jesus 
and his Apostles. W o quote a sample from page 46 where the latter are re­
ported as sa y in g :—

“ Jesus, Lord of Life, tell us how wo oun make tho Heavens to descend, for we 
have followed Theo in order that Thou mayost show us tho Light of Truth.”
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Jesus replied:
"  The Word was in Heaven before the Cosmos existed. I f  yon know my Word 

yon may make Heaven descend upon Earth, so that it may abide in yon. Heaven 
is the invisible Word o f the Father; if  yon know it yon have the Power to 
bring it down unto yon. As to the Earth, I  will show yon how yon may raise it 
onto Heaven; for the Earth which rises to Heaven is that which hears the Word 
of Wisdom, which has ceased to be terrestrial spirit and has become celestial.”

But the dialogue here breaks, off abruptly, and then follow explanations (?) 
of inexplicable things, such as “ The Twelve Abysses,” “ The Twelve Foun­
tains.'’ The Twelve Paternities,’’ “ The Crown of the three hundred and sixty- 
five Radiations, Ac. The work contains illustrations of various mystic 
signs and seals, and the “ Name of the Great Force,” which Jesus tells onto 
his disciples—a Xame which you must speak in the interior world.” This 
word contains ninety-two letters which are chiefly repetitions and combinations 
of A, O, Z, and E. Then we have an illustration of a seal for use in the exterior 
world; it resembles a wheel, the circumference of which is thickly studded 
with alternate small circles and crosses. The name of this seal is “ zzeeookha- 
»>T7>71 which the disciples are told to pronounce and “ then torn towards 
the four quarters of the Holy Place, make the sign of the seal,’’ Ac- In 
closing, the author says:

“  To the Egyptians o f old die cultivation o f  discernment was the aim of l ife ; 
the want of it was a  deadly sin ia their eyes, and ended in the annihilation or the 
individnafity. To gain nerceptiou o f Truth, and so guide these fatal instincts, 
was the object of initiation. From the first step even, the aspirant was taught to 
laok upon himself as the centre of a universe o f  instinctive farce, made on the pat­
tern of the vast universe of which he formed a microscopic portion. ”  “ The first 
necessity of the study of Magic among the Egyptians was the cultivation o f all the 
faculties dormant in human nature. F or they considered human power was only 
iimitpd by weakness of Will, and poverty o f  Imagination. ”  “  Finally, the Magic
of the Egyptians was founded on an elaborate scheme o f  Hie universe; and 
the interaction o f natural forces was most carefully observed and studied.”

The mechanical execution of the work is excellent.
E.

MAGAZINES.
Lucifer—March 1897. “ On the Watch-Tower,” treats upon quite a variety 

o f  interesting topics. B The Phaedo of Plato,” by W. C. Ward, is contained. 
and in this number the views held by Socrates are discussed at some length. 
W . H. Bowring next deals with “ Some Bemarkable Passages in the Xew 
Testament.” Referring to “ onr daily bread,” mentioned in the LortTs Prager. 
he says.- ”  The * bread’  meant is dear from John VI, 32, for it is ‘  the bread 
which descends from heaven and gives life to She world,’ i . e_ the Spirit.” 
The article is  go be  concluded.

I Among the Gnostics of the first two centuries,” by G. 3L 8 . Mead, 
ueals with “ The Serpent Symbol.” “ The Myth of the Going Forth,”—the 
exodus—jp The Gnostics of Irensens,” “ The Gnostics of Hippolytus.” 
I Jnaonns,” Ac. i  Cataclysms and Earthquakes.” are considered scientifi­
cally and philosophically, by A. P. Sinnett. The very interesting article 
on “  Theosophy and Science,” by Professor Joint Mackenzie, is concluded. 
We transfer one of the paragraphs to onr Cuttings and Comments. “ Our 
ftdanouto Childrai, by C. W. Leadbeater, pleads for a more considerate
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treatment of the young, and should be carefully read by all parent? and 
teachers. It is to be continued.

Mr. B. Keightley’s continued article on “ The Sankhya Philosophy,” 
first deals with the “ Five Gross Elements” and the way in which they are 
produced from the tanmdtras. “ The Vasanas” are next considered, and 
defined as being predispositions or tendencies resulting from intellectual 
deposits. Further, the writer concludes that “ almost the whole of the 
Cosmology and Theory of Evolution, as well as much of the Psychology and 
Eschatology of the Vedanta as now held, and even as contained in the works 
ascribed to Shankaracharya, seem to be distinctly Sankhyan. and to have 
been taken over, almost bodily, into the Vedantic systemsand. while 
desiring to compare these Eastern systems of thought with Theosophy, he 
sees the great difficulty of determining “ the real source and inter-relation 
of certain of their fundamental conceptions and sees that before the con­
summation of such a great undertaking, ~ several generation? of steady 
scholarly work are indispensable for the mere task of clearing the ground.” 
He also finds that a strictly and scientifically accurate analysis of Theoso-» 
pineal teaching is by no means easy. “ Theoeophical Activities.” throughout 
the world, as noted by Lucifer, seem to be decidedly on the increase.

Mercury—March. The leading article, on the “ Mission of Theosophy,” by 
Kate Buffington Davis, is deserving of special notice and attention. ~ Hindu 
Cycles, turd the Circle’s Batio,” by A. Marques, deals with those incomprehen­
sible periods of time some of which are beyond the scope of the finite mind.
“ The Model Prayer,” is an extract from a lecture given by Will C. Bailey, be­
fore the Golden Gate Lodge, T. S~ in San Francisco, on. “ Whom Did Jesus 
Worship”, “  Boodh,” by Annie Elizabeth Cheney, evinces much breadth of 
thought. The “  Forum Department” is getting to be an important feature 
in Mercury. “ The Fairy Necklace” (in “ Children’s Corner ~i is continued.

Theosophy in Australasia, closes its second volume with the issue of 
March, and will henceforthappear in an enlarged and improved form, “a sixteen 
page magazine with a cover, in appearance and size something like oar 
American cousin M ercury ”  so it will hereafter aim to have something of in­
terest to the general reader as well as to members of the Section. We hope the 
plan may meet with entire success. The main article on “  The Soul,” by 
T. H. M-, contains quite a fund of instruction. “ Activities” are cheering.

The Vahan— April— contains, in addition to European Activities, an ex­
tensive mine of information in reply to various enquiries.

Theosopkia— Amsterdam— March number, opens with a dissertation by 
Afra, on John III.. 16, and continue* those useful translations of standard 
theoeophical works. In the Gleaner, for April, the leading article, “ Do we 
Pursue the Real Object of Life,” by D.D. Writer, is concluded :an interesting 
selection of gleanings completes the number.

Prasnatiara— March—continues the ~ Law of Sacrifice,” and ~ Extracts 
from a Neophyte’s Correspondence,” and commences “ Extracts from some 
Private Letters,” in which the wonderful memory of young Pandit Dharnj. 
is alluded to, and a list of “  real original works (Moola-G rant has) on every 
subject treated of in the Sanskrit tongue,”  is given, as furnished by him. 
forming “ a complete encyclopedia of Sanskrit”— a large claim, surely. Activi­
ties follow, as usual

Avxdcened India— April— has a leader on ~ Para Bhakti or Wisdom,” a 
continued article on “ Tbe Great Renunciation.’’ “  Seeing God. a Story.”—



504 The T h eosop h ist . [M ay

which beautifully illustrates a certain aspect o f truth— and a portion of one of 
Swami Vivekananda’s class-lectures on “  Gnana Y oga .”  There are also papers 
on “  Sri Bamakrishna Paramahamsa,”  “  Elements o f the Vedanta, Chap. IV ,” 
and “  The Greatness of Vasudeva Sastry.”

Arya Bala Bodhini— April— has am ong its contributions “  The Story of 
Nuchiketas,”  which is very well told, “ The Sages o f India,”  “ Theosophy and 
Homo”— important for the young— and “  Yagnopavitam , or The H oly Thread;” 
which embodies a lecture given by  our Southern Provincial Secretary,
K. Narayanasawmi Iyer, at Paramakudi.

The Brahmavddin gives us first, a “  H ym n from  the B igveda,”  next, a few 
“  Sayings from  Sid Bamakrishna Paramahamsa,”  a broad-m inded Editorial 
on “ Upfisana, an excellent paper on “  Jnfina-Yoga,”  by  M iss 8. E. Waldo, 
a continued translation— “ Vedirtha Sangraha,”  a poem  on “  Swami Viveka- 
uanda,’ ’ and a hymn from the Sufi poet, Zaffir.

The Thinker— April 3rd, concludes an instructive article on the “  Destiny 
.o f  M an;”  the issue o f April 10th has an editorial on “ Y ogam ,”  and both 

numbers have papers illustrating different points in H indu  philosophy.

The Journal o f the Malm Bodhi Society explains “  The W esak Festival;” 
gives brief extracts from “  Dharmapala’s A ddress to the Vegetarians of 
C h ica g o d is cu sse s  the great “  Buddhist R evival in Burm a,”  which is being 
energetically directed by Dr. Norman, o f the Burm a Sanitorium , Moulmein; 
expounds “ The Monastic Order o f Buddhism ”  and republishes from  the 
Moniat “  The Philosophy of Buddhism,”  accord ing  to the view s o f Professor 
Oldenburg. Raya o f Light gives a poem , “ Be Free,”  em bodying some noble 
thoughts, by W . H ., “  Theosophy M isunderstood,”  b y  R. F., and “  Statistics 
of Premature Burial,”  by Jas. R. W illiam son. The Buddhiat, issue of 
April 9th, notes the preparations that are being  made for  the reception of His 
Majesty, the K ing  of Siam, in Ceylon, is republishing M rs. Besant’s valuable 
contribution to Tlieoaophiat, on “  The E ducation o f H indu "Youth,”  and an 
article from the Moniat, on “  The R elig ion  o f our A ncestors,”  and publishes a 
letter frcm  H. Dharmapala, wherein lie states that he has had an interview 
with the Governor of Iowa, and spoken before the H ouse o f Representatives 
of the same State, to arouse their sym pathies on the Indian Fam ine question. 
Ho has also “  addressed a letter to all the G overnors and Senators o f the 
United States, asking them to help the starving thousands.”  This cannot 
fail o f resulting in some good. E.

W o have the March number o f the Theosophical Review  at hand. It is 
published by the Vionna T. S. W e hope it will live up to the prom ises of the 
Secretary’s able address, which it contains.

Metaphyaiaclie Rundachm, for February, maintains its usual interest.

Lotuabluthen for March contains some very tim ely rem arks on mysticism 
and its often misunderstood field o f action. Thero is also a good study of 
t he Bhagavad Gitfi and on article on K arm a. The Germ an Magazines, on the 
whole, are doing good work. K .

Ij6 Ijotua Bleu, and Teoaofiak Tidakrift w ill be noticed  next month. 
From Am erica wo have received Theoaophy, The Forum, Theoaophical 
Newa, Ohild Life, and The Pacific Theoaophiat: the latter has revived, after a 
long period o f rest. The present issue is nearly filled w ith  two excellent 
artiolcs j the first being entitled, “  W h y  arc Men B rothers” — the second
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“ Devachan.”  W e  also have from  America, N otes and Q ueries, Philosophical 
Journal, B anner o f  L igh t, P hrenologica l Journal, J ou rn al o f  H ygiene, and The 
M etaphysical M agazine ; the last deserves more than a passing notice, though 
our space is lim ited. Those who are just beginning to  turn their attention 
to  metaphysical subjects w ill find in it, much to interest and instruct. “  Our 
Place in L ife,”  contains some very practical thought. “ The Gardener 
and the C om ”  is an exceptionally beautiful allegory. The department of 
“  Psychic Experiences,”  and that o f “  Healing Philosophy”  each embodies 
much food  fo r  thought.

M od em  A strology— A p ril— presents “  The E soteric side o f Astrology,”  
touching upon the use o f reincarnation in acqu iring  an understanding of 
the varied phases o f  life, and explaining the spiritual meaning o f astronomical 
signs. “  The Theoretical Basis o f Astrology”  is continued, also the “  Simple 
Method o f Instruction  in the Science o f Practical A stro logy .”  The Theosophicdl 
Isis, edited by  H erbert Coryn, has changed its nam e and w ill hereafter be 
The Q rail. N ova  L u x , the new organ of the T. S. in R om e, is also received and 
The Irish  T heosopliist, S oph ia  (Spanish), S oph ia  (Indian), and numerous 
Indian exchanges, includ ing  T he L ight o f the E a st, The Ind ian  Journal 
o f E d u cation , T he C h ristian  C ollege M agazine, T he S an skrit Journal, Dawn, $'c. 
Our thanks are due to  R . Sivasankara Pandiyaji, b.a., f.t.s., for a package 
of his valuable H in du  theological and ethical pam phlets, and to R . H . Randall, 
324, D earborn St., C hicago, fo r  “  A Key to the E soteric M eaning o f the 
Bhagavad G it l,”  b y  Pandit F . K . Lalan—a very  valuable little pamphlet.

“  Thoughts, like the pollen o f  flowers, leave one brain and fasten to another.”

at the Sorbonne, before  the Facultie des Sciences. The experiments there 
exhibited w ere regarded  to be o f the highest scientific interest. A t  the con­
clusion o f the lecture, D r. B ose was warmly congratulated by M. Poincre, 
M. Lippm an, M . B ecqueral, M. Caitelot, M. M aseart aDd M .' Corun. The 
next lecture was g iven  before  a crow ded m eeting o f  the Societi de Physique. 
M . C orun (late President o f the Academie des Sciences), in  introducing the 
lecturer, m ad6 a speech, eu logising  the great im portance o f  Professor Bose’s 
researches, and the extraordinary perfection o f his apparatus, the duplicates 
o f  w hich F ren ch  P hysicists are anxious to possess. H e also made an eloquent 
reference to  the great contributions to  knowledge m ade by  India in ancient 
times, and from  the recent intellectual activity, he foresaw  a great future for 
India, w orthy  o f her past.

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.

P h illip  B r o o k s  says :
L et us try  

to
live th is life .

“  B e  su ch  a  m an, liv e  s u ch  a  life , that if  every  
m an  w a s  su ch  a s  you , and e v e ry  life  like  y ou rs , the 
earth  w o u ld  b e  G o d ’ s p a ra d ise .”

** *

The noted  
Indian  

S cientist.

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  th e  H in d u  sa y s , in its issu e  o l 
A p r il  14th  :

The new s o f the enthusiastic reception  given to P rofes­
sor B ose b y  the French savants w ill be received in India 
w ith  gratification . Professor B ose delivered his first lecture

8
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T h e  S h in to  id ea s  as to  Souls are  very  curious in 

Occultism  Japan. T h ey  b e lie v e  in a  p o s s ib le  sep ara tion  o f  souls,
in  T h e  fo llo w in g  is an e x tra c t  from  M r. H ea rn ’s book,

Japan. “  G lim pses o f  U n fa m ilia r  J a p a n "  :
“  A n d  there is a n o th e r  a n d  m o re  w on derfu l thing 

kn ow n  to us o f  N ip pon , w h ich  y o u , b e in g  o f  th e  W e s t ,  m ay never 
have heard. B y  the p ow er o f  the g o d s ,  fo r  a  r ig h te o u s  purpose, 
so m e tim e s  a Sou l m ay be w ith d ra w n  a little  w h ile  from  its body , and 
be m ade to  u tter its m ost secret th o u g h t . B u t n o  su ffe r in g  to  the 
b o d y  is then cau sed . A nd the w o n d e r  is w r o u g h t  in th is  w ise :— a man 
loves  a beautifu l g ir l w hom  he is a t lib erty  to  m a rry  ; bu t he doubts 
w hether he can h op e  to m ak e h er lo v e  him  in retu rn . H e  seeks the 
K a n n u s h io f  a certain  Shinto te m p le , a n d  te lls  o f  h is d o u b t  and asks 
the aid o f  the g o d s  to  so lve  it. T h e n  th e  p r iests  d em a n d , n ot his 
nam e, bu t his a g e  and the y ea r  an d  d a y  a n d  h o u r  o f  h is birth , which 
they  w rite d ow n  for  the g o d s  to  k n o w  ; an d  th ey  b id  the m an return 
to the temple after the space o f  seven  d a y s , an d  d u r in g  th ose  seven 
days the priests offer prayer to th e  g o d s  th at th e  d o u b t  m ay  be solved, 
and one o f  them each  morning b a th e s  all h is b o d y  in c o ld  pure w a  er, 
and at each repast eats only f o o d  p re p a re d  w ith  h o ly  fire. A n d  on the 
eighth day the man returns to  th e  te m p le , an d  e n ters  an  inner cham ­
ber where the priests receive him .

A ceremony is performed, and certain piayers are said, after 
which all wait in silence. And then, the priest, who has performed 
the rites of purification, suddenly begins to tremble violently in all his 
body, like one trembling with a great fever. And this is because, by 
the power of the gods, the Soul of the girl whose love is doubted has 
entered, all fearfully, into the body of that priest. She does not 
know ; for at that time, wherever she may be, she is in a deep sleep 
from which nothing can arouse her. But her Soul having been 
summoned into the body of the priest, can speak nothing save the 
truth ; and it is made to tell all its thought. And the priest speaks 
not with his own voice, but with the voiceof the Soul ; and he speaks 
in the person of the Soul, saying : ‘ I love’, or ‘ I hate/ according as 
the truth may be, and in the language of women. If there be hate, 
then the reason of the hate is spoken ; but if the answer be of love, 
there is little to say. And then the trembling of the priest stops, for 
the Soul passes from him ;and he falls forward upon his face like one 
dead, and long so remains.’’ A  note says that the temple would be 
| usually an Inari temple. Such things and never done at the great 
Shinto shrines.’’ ** *

“  Hypnotic phenomena, less crudely muscular in 
A Casa character, but not less well marked, form the chief

o f W ilful distinguishing characteristics of the Theosophists. It
Ignorance. is instructive to note that this is at once both the only 

modern religious sect of any importance founded and 
led by women, and the only modern sect established on magical 
and esoteric doctrines and practices. It is thus of profound interest 
for the student of history, as it enables him to understand how 
magical and esoteric sects—in which again women played a con­
spicuous part—sprang up and flourished under eastern influence on 
the decay of the Roman Empire."

The above choice bit of consummate nonsense is copied from 
“  Man and Woman"—Contemporary Science Series—Havelock 
Ellis, (pp. 286-287.)
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We have from Lahore an account of the wonders 
A wonder- worked by Pandit Balmakand M, Jhingan, a young

working Brahmin ascetic of Amritsar, He is evidently a born
ascetic. psychic and ought to put his powers to a good use.

’1 hought reading and reading unseen writings as well 
as higher gifts are said to be very well done by him, as many promi­
nent people testify.

He can produce, at will, flowers, vegetables, fruits, betel leaves, 
etc. Can remove ponderable objects from room to room without 
apparent physical means of transference, lie has made lamps stand 
in the air without supports and, at will, make them swing hack and 
forth. Among his higher powers is that of controlling his body. l<'or 
instance, he slit a hole in his tongue and passed a handkerchief through 
it, such cuts being at once healed by power of will. Another feat 
deserving mention is that of making a stick stand on end without 
support of any kind ; thus, by mental force, overcoming the law oi 
gravity. All these tricks he will do anywhere without any prearrange­
ment such as platforms, etc., and often in the open street. On one 
occasion, standing before a shop on the street, at the request oi a 
gentleman unknown to him, he produced in the iollowing manner, 
a watch, which had been lost. He first washed his hands in water 
brought from the shop, then at his request some rice was brought aqd 
he read some message in it. A glass of water was then placed, six or 
seven yards from him, I nit the watch was to appear, though Mr.JIhngan 
never touched it. After scattering the rice around about him, he 
held his hands to his mouth and shut his eyes. In a few moments 
he announced its arrival, and the owner, going to the glass, found 
his watch in it.

He cannot always perform his wonders, as he is very much 
exhausted after doing them. Most people think this is sleight of 
hand, being ignorant of the concentrated power which can be 
developed by a psychic.

#* •
A friend in Australia sends us a photogravure of 

Can the Simon Gabriel, a pure-blood negro whose skin has 
Ethiopian changed perfectly white without any disease. This 
change his change commenced when the man was about thirty- 

skin f two years old, and in one year’s time he had become 
entirely white. A delegation of medical men and re­

presentatives of the press recently held an interview with him in 
Melbourne. His certificates and photographs place his identity beyond 
doubt, and he is well known to the servants of the Adelaide Hospi­
tal, as the former “  black cook.”

* #
Dr. Hartmann, in Borderland, says:

More about “  T he T oga  sleep is induced b y  attaining full control over 
th e  one 's ow n thinking faculties, as is thought by Palunjali •,

that is to say, by the soul’s retiring within its own consci- 
x ogic sleep . ousness, to  that extent where all thought and corporeal sen­

sations cease to exist. It is tlie opposite to obsession ; for in 
obsession the individual goes, so to say, out o f him self, and his body becomes 
possessed b y  a fore ign  pow er, while Yoga is a concentration within one's self, 
not due to excitem ent, but to an entering into perfect peace.,..The soul of the 
w orld  is one and th e  individuals therein arc on ly  temporary forms. All 
beings, as taught by  the Vedanta philosophy, are one in essence, ami only 
differing in their manifestations as individual forms. Thus we may compare
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the soul o f  the world to an ocean, the personalities to icicles swimming there­
in. The icicles are essentially w ater, they are d istinguished from  each other 
only by  the difference o f the form s and qualities w hich  they have assumed 
by their frozen state. By the influence o f  heat th ey  w ill return to their 
natural condition. Each icicle w ill then appear as water again, and each 
will constitute, not a separate part o f  the ocean, but, together w ith the rest, 
the ocean itself.

“  In  a sim ilar way the true S e lf (G od) is essentially on ly  o n e ; but bythe 
delusion o f separateness, individualities and individual human beings come 
into existence. B y  the influence o f  d iv in e love, w h ich  means the recognition 
o f the oneness o f G od in all things, the hard crust o f  selfishness and self- 
conceit becomes dissolved, and w hen the delusion o f self ceases, the soul re­
turns to its natural spiritual state in  G od. W ith  the reawakening of the 
physical senses the 'Ilusión o f self enters again in to  existence.”

** *
A regular contributor to the Harbinger of Light,— 

V isits from Australia—says: “ On five different occasions it has 
astra l been my lot to receive a visit from, and to converse 

phantasm s. with, the spirits of persons then living.” He gives 
the names of the persons who have thus communicated 

with him. This experience is by no means unknown co psychic investí- 
gators, and shows that the astral double is sometimes projected 
unconsciously. *

*  *
If the following paragraph—which is going the 

D oes G od  rounds of the press—be true, it involves a very seri- 
countenance ous question. For a man to prolong his physical ex- 

B la ck M a gic\  istence by absorbing the vitality of another to the 
point of causing that person’s death is an act of 

supreme selfishness, an interference with the Karma of both, and, 
virtually, murder. From time immemorial it has borne the ugly name 
of Vampirism, and as such been accursed by common consent, the 
world over. It is black magic and sorcery, try as one may to gloss 
it over, and we therefore hope that the subjoined story about the 
Pope may be false. The paragraph says :

“ The pope, in a speech to papal soldiers, referred to his longevity and 
good health. He related how two months ago, a nan had come to him, stating 
that she had offered herself as a sacrifice to God in order that the Pontiff’s 
life might be prolonged. 8he had lately died, and he was strong and well, 
it thus being shown that God had approved of the arrangement!’

#* *
The B a ltim ore S u n , referring to the sights and 

sounds of past ages says:
| It has been recently suggested that somewhere in the 

storehouse of nature the sight of all that has taken place is 
stored up, and that Moses got his account of the creation 
from a kind of kinetoscope, which was disclosed to him as he 

stood in the cleft of the rock and saw the picture of the procession of events 
pass by...

“ When people in New York City can hear the roar of Niagara, when 
machinery can be driven by a water-wheel five hundred miles distant, 
when we can see through boards and take photographs of a fat man's 
bones and the money in his pockets, when we can talk with our friends 
a thousand miles away and recognize the tones of their voices, when 
we can warm the baby’s milk at night by touching a button, we must 
be obstinate, indeed, if we refnse to believe anything. There is nothing 
in the “ Arabian Nights” as marvellous as the things we see in the 
electrical exposition in New York. And yet, if we apply the logic 
of David Hume in his essays on the miracles, to these things, we should

S igh ts and  
sounds fro m  

indelible 
records.
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refuse to believe that a photograph of a living man’s skeleton may be taken. 
Hume refused to  credit the miracles because they are contrary to all human 
experience, and nearly all the phenomena at the electrical show are contrary 
to human experience. It  is a matter of curious speculation: Have we 
reached the lim it o f knowledge of electricity, or are we upon the threshold of 
scientific revelations ? W ill we in time discover that apartment of nature’s 
storehouse w here she keeps the sights and sounds of past ages P

D u r in g  th e  p a st half-century, Psychic scien ce  has been com ing 
to  the fro n t , an d  m any have been found w h o  are sensitive to im­
press ion s  from  th e  in visib le  realms o f nature, and w ho can read from  
th ese r e co rd s  in the astra l light, the secrets  o f  past ages. This 
ten u ou s e th e r ic  su b sta n ce  contains im pressions o f  everything that has 
ex is ted  an d  o f  all that has transpired since the w orld  began, and those 
w h o se  p s y ch ic  sen ses  are sufficiently keen (psychom etrists) can view 
th ese r e c o r d s  at w ill. P ro fessor  Draper, in referring to  this subject, 
says :

“  A  shadow never falls upon the wall w ithout leaving thereupon, a per­
manent trace— a trace w hich m ight be made visible by resorting to proper
processes.......  The portraits o f our friends, or landscape views, may be
hidden from  the eye on the sensitive surface, but they are ready to make 
their appearance, as soon as proper developers are resorted to. A  spectre is 
concealed on a silver or glassy surface, until by  our necromancy we make 
it com e forth  into the visible world. Upon the walls of our most private 
apartments, w here we think the eye of intrusion is altogether shut out, and 
our retirem ent can  never be profaned, there exist the vestiges of all our acts, 
silhouettes o f  w hatever we have done” .

A n d  n o t  o n ly  th in g s  an d  events but th ou g h ts  also are registered 
on  th is ca n v a s  o f  e tern a l a g e s . Scientific m inds, like B abbage and 
J e v o n s , h a v e  s ta te d  th e ir  b e lie f  that th o u g h t  starts v ibrations in the 
bra in  p a r t ic le s , d is p la c in g  an d  sca tterin g  them , and that “ each 
p a rtic le  o f  th e  e x is t in g  m atter must b e  a  reg ister o f  all that has 
h a p p e n e d .”

A  th ird  o f  a  c e n tu ry  h as e lapsed  sin ce  P rofessor D enton 
w ro te  h is  g r e a t  w o r k , “ T h e  Soul o f  T h in g s ,”  w herein it appears 
th a t, in  a d d it io n  t o  th e  fo re g o in g , th e  se cre ts  o f  the heart, the 
v ery  m o t iv e s  w h ich  im p el t o  action le a v e  their indelible imprints 
u pon  th e  a u ra  o f  s u rro u n d in g  objects. (S e e  pp . 160— 163, vol. i).

*
*  *

In  th e  in terest of tra n scen d en ta l physics we copy  
T h e  th e  fo l lo w in g  from  an e x c h a n g e  :—

R ön tgen  ra y  “  The w ave length of the R öntgen  rays has been deter-
W a ve-len g th . m ined by  D r. Fromm, of M unich, by interference phenomena.

I t  is fourteen millionths o f a  millimeter— that is to say, 
about seventy-five tim es sm aller than the sm allest wave-length of light. It 
has been fou n d  that the alkaline metals are the most transparent to the 
R öntgen r a y s ; and, accord in g  to Professor M arangoni, lithium is the most 
transparent o f  these. Sodium  is more transparent than potassium, a fact 
w hich m ay indicate that transparency is proportional in some way to the 
w eight o f  the atom  and the density of the m etal.

*
*  *

R e a d in g  in the back  n u m b ers  o f  the Theosophist
W a rt se v e ra l sh ort articles u n d e r  the a b ove  title, I w as

C h arm in g. p ro m p te d  to  record  m y o w n  experien ce  in this line.
B e in g  m u ch  troubled b y  w a rts  on  both  my hands I  

h ad  tr ied  se v e ra l s o -c a lle d  rem edies in va in  a n d  had already despaired
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of ever getting cured, when one day a Norwegian labourer asked me 
if I cared to get rid of them. 1 assented readily and asked wbat 
remedy he knew of, thinking it might be some herb-decoction such 
as the peasants in all countries have faith in. Instead, he told me of 
a charm. Thinking it superstition 1 disdained to pay attention to it, 
but next day offered to give it a trial. He then t -id me it was his 
wife who knew how to do it: the modus operanui being to tie an 
ordinary knot in a string, one for each wart, touching the knot to its 
corresponding wart.

Not wishing to take the trouble of visiting his house I immediately 
took a strand from a cotton string in my pocket and carefully made a 
knot for each wart, touched them all as prescrib.-d, and, rolling the 
thread in a small ball, gave it to the man to take to his wife, saying 
that if there was any efficacy in the charm if ought to work at any 
distance. My informant told me, later, that the woman (his wife) 
merely muttered afew words as a charm, to the string and buried it, say­
ing that as the string decomposed the warts would disappear. And, 
sure enough, within a month every one had vanished : the most of 
them coming off as loose skin will, after a blister. I am sorry that 
after the lapse of several years the words of the charm have escaped 
my memory. The efficacy seems to lie in the decomposition of the 
substance which has touched the warts ; one of the Theosophist articles 
above referred to, making a piece of raw beef the scape-goat. Another 
wart-cure I have heard from my father, as being used in the part of 
Norway from whence he came, consists in touching the wart to a 
corpse, and saying : “  Go to the body in which no one now lives,” 
or words to that effect. K.

*
I f*  * *

It is gratifying to notice some indications of com­
munity of thought, and closer fraternal relations be- 

Throsophists tween Spiritualists and Theosophists. Mr. Lead beater, 
and ' an active worker, speaker and writer, of the London 

Spiritualists. Lodge T. S.. lately addressed the “  Spiritualist 
Alliance” of that city ; and in the Banner o f Light, of 

March 20th, we find a report of a lecture delivered in San Diego, by 
W . J. Colville, a noted «{»ritualistic speaker, on “  Reincarnation,” in 
which he says:

“ The real individual exist- always in the spirit world, and only make» 
a partial manifestation of itself through a material form; therefore you no 
more lose your identity or your spiritual individuality by changing your body, 
than an organist loses his by playing  one day upon one organ and amitfer day 
upon another instrument-” Believe is or not; ridicule it if yon will...We 
shall continue to positively assert that reembodnncmt in a fact, for we num­
ber among ns those who have lived on earth many times, and who ran recall 
their Taried earthly etpcrknog as readily as yon remember coming min 
thin ball to-day.

No matte? what may be asserted, knowledge and memory ranant he 
denied out of any one. So one can give up knowledge he bac once really 

As it is our plain and positive duty to speak truthfully, we tell yon 
we can recall different earthly existences—several of them : and we know as 
an actual fact in human experience that successive embodiments of the spirit 
actually occur. If some of yen do not know this, we do not suppose you 
need to remember it at present. The physical tiodybeing onlv the outermost 
rind, so to speak, of the spirimal body, no embodiment is really at an end 
till the full measure of experience pertaining id a given personal expression 
is completely fulfilled.”

#
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A s the sun does not wait for prayers and incanta* 
tion that be may rise, but shines at once and is greeted 
by a l l ; so  neither wait thou for applause, and shouts 
and eulogies, that thou m ayest do w ell; but be a 
spontaneous benefactor, and thou shall be beloved

*  *

The Metaphysical Magazine for March, publishes 
an experience which occurred in Chicago some years 
since, which may interest our readers, so we reproduce 
it.

In  1891, while the late W iley S. Scribner was recorder 
of Cook County, Illinois, he bad in his employ an old gentleman named 
Speare, who was taken 01 and obliged to leave. Mrs. Scribner, who had 
charge of one department of the office, knew casually of the occurrence, but, 
as the illness proved a lingering one, the man's place was giren to another.
In an office of two or three hundred clerks, the matter soon passed out of 
mind.

Some months later, in the murky watches of a Chicago night, Speare 
suddenly appeared at Mrs. Scribner’s bedside, and said, placidly and dis­
tinctly : “  Y on  see, 1 am well at last, Mrs. Scribner; and I wanted to tell yon 
that, all along, the doctors mistook my case and treated me for erysipelas, 
while the real trouble was blood-poisoning.”  W ith a spring, the -tartled 
woman, who was folly  awake at the tíme, leaped to her feet, turned on the 
lights, and gazed wildly about for some trace or explanation of her mysteri­
ous caller. A ll was silent and unchanged in the familiar room, and no sign 
of any disturbing presence appeared. Then, as usual on such occasions, she 
looked at her watch to note the exact hour; and, rousing her husband, she 
told him excitedly what she had seen. ~ Yon dreamed it, of course,” he said, 
sleepily; “  but its odd that the poor old gentleman should disturb your 
dreams.” Then they talked of other things, and soon were fast asleep.

B y nine o’clock the next morning, when Mrs. Scribner entered the 
court-house, all midnight visions were as far from her thought as garish day 
with its crowding calls could banish them. A s she went down the dingy 
hall, however, the first person she met asid, abruptly: “  Mrs. Scribner, did 
you know that M r. Speare, who used to work in your husband’* office, died 
last night Y' Startled and almost terrified, as the night vision returned, she 
answered as briefly as possible, expressing her regret and surprise, and 
hastened on. But, before she had reached the recorder’s rooms, a sou of the 
dead man met her, and, repeating the statement, named the hour of death, 
which preceded by only a few moment* the time of her night vision. Then 
the younger M r. Speare added, sadly : “ But the worst feature of it is that 
the physicians all along mistook m y father’s case and blunderingly treated 
him for erysipelas, never discovering till the last moment that his trouble 
was blood-poisoning !”

Mrs. Scribner, who had never had any occasion or desire to consider her- 
self a “  psychic,”  received this last announcement with an inward shudder. 
A s rapidly as possible she escaped to her husband’s office, to relieve her 
mind by laying the matter before him. She is unwilling to discuss or to 
relate the strange case, and it is only through the present narrator’s desire 
for light that the incident is brought to the attention of the readers of The 
Metaphysical Magazine.

(Signed) Itm  8afford.
*

*  *
From the tenth chapter of Dr. Jerome A. Ander­

son’s excellent work, a notice of which may be found 
in our review column», we cull the following on 
“  Karma and Free-Will” :

There is nothing which Infinite Wisdom cannot plan; 
nothing which Infinite Will cannot accomplish. It  is conceivable—nay, it is 
probable and philosophical— that when the Infinite One caused the separation
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within itself o f those units which we now find at infinitely varying stages of 
their evolutionary progress, it bestowed upon each separate one of all these 
infinite hosts of atom-souls all the divine potentialities embosomed in its 
own inconceivable perfectness. Therefore, when, after eons o f evolutionary 
progress, the atom-soul awakens to a knowledge o f its divine Source, dis­
covers by evolving the latent divine potentiality into the active divine 
potency that it is one with the Divine, it makes the further discovery that 
the divine W ill is also its own will, and that as the divine W ill is dominated 
by the divine Consciousness, so also is its newly awakened divine consciousness 
superior to and capable of dominating and changing the perfectly impersonal 
action o f Karma into a potent factor in its further development.

1 1 # # #
Every thinking being, therefore, has free w ill to the extent that he is 

capable o f choice. This capability is only lim ited by  the stage reached in the 
evolutionary widening of the atom-soul into the god-soul. That is to say, 
the greater his progress, the more divine the state he has won, the greater 
his freedom of will. For at each step the true nature of his energies will be­
come more apparent, the egotistical sense o f separateness and self-import­
ance will disappear, and the essential unity o f his w ill with that of thè 
Divine W ill will dawn upon the soul, and, no longer desiring a selfish 
happiness, but rather the good of all creatures, his w ill w ill become that of 
Divinity, and even in this sense will he be absorbed in the Universal. For 
this is all that absorption, or Nirvàna, means— to recognise the unity of all, 
and to work in perfect harmony with the w ill o f the Divine. Then nature 
makes obeisance ; man becomes a divine creator, and takes a self-conscious
part in the construction and government o f that w orld  in which he now 
seems to occupy such an insignificant and subordinate position.

*• *

The
liquefaction 

o f air.

Dr. Carl Linde has made a successful experiment 
which resulted in reducing atmospheric air to a liquid, 
by an average pressure o f 190  atmospheres, with­
out the use of auxiliary refrigeration.

* #
In response to the growing demand for English 

A new translations of the more important works in Hindu 
translation literature, we may state that Lalitasahasranama with 

in the press, the great Bhaskara’s Commentary translated into 
English by R. Ananthakrishna Sastry, the Adyar 

Library Pandit, is now in press. W e hope the venture will be crowned 
with success.

*# *
Judging from the reports which reach us through 

The Provin- the press, we may conclude that the Social Confer- 
cial Social ence lately held in Madras, was pervaded by a real 
Conference. desire to benefit the masses o f India, and was on 

the whole, fairly successful.
The resolutions concerning Child Marriage, Enforced Widowhood, 

Female Education, Foreign Travel, Social Intercourse between Sub- 
castes, Elevation of Depressed Classes, Temperance and the Nautch, 
were ably supported and adopted almost unanimously, and an influ­
ential committee, with Dewan Bahadur R. Raghunatha Rao, as 
chairman, was appointed for the furtherance o f the above objects.

In so far as any reform is carried on in the true spirit o f  brother­
hood, with an earnest desire to uplift the suffering and degraded 
classes, and to promote the happiness and well-being o f  all, by estab­
lishing justice and equity and thus aiding in the evolution o f the 
race, so far should it have the sympathy o f  every active, earnest 
Theosophist.
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W H IT E  LOTUS D A Y .
W e trust that, as usual, the eighth of May— the day which commemo­

rates the noble service rendered to the cause o f Theosophy, by H. P.Blavatsky, 
will be duly observed by  our Indian T. S. Branches, as well as in all sections 
o f the Theosophic field.

CEYLON.

The President has been ceaselessly active throughout his stay in the 
Island. The B u d d h ist C atechism  has been finished, ana revised by the High 
Priest, Sumangala, the preparations for the reception of the King of Siam threw 
a heavy burden o f responsibility upon him, and he visited a jungle temple in 
the interior, back o f Rambukkana, and lectured to a large mixed assemblage of 
delegates from  several surrounding villages o f low-caste people. To show 
the perfect eclecticism o f the Buddhist religion, he had a low-caste man bring 
him a bowl o f water, which he drank in presence of the assemblage, and 
used the incident as a text to recall the well-known scene of ancient Bud­
dhistic history, where the great A'nanda, Buddha’s favorite disciple, drank at 
a well, water drawn for him by a Matanga woman, a Pariab. This must have 
been the original for the Bible story of Christ taking water from the woman 
of Samaria.



XXX Supplement to T he T heoeoph lst,

If. M ., th e  K i n g  o f  Hinm, on  f ir s t  meetingCol, Oleott, «hook hand* with him 
v ery  c o r d ia lly  a n d  «a id  h o  wax rejoiced t o  moot one who had been known to 
him  h r  r e p o r t  f o r  y e a r «  ax a  b e n e fa c to r  of llnrldhixtx. Throughout hix xtay 
at C o lo m b o  he sh o w e d  the sam e cordiality, and when leaving the jetty for 
the R o y a l Y a c h t , c r o s s e d  firxt to  where the Colonel stood, shook his hand 
w ith w a rm th , a n d  b e g g e d  him  to tell the Buddhists what great pleasure 
th e ir  k in d  reception had g iv en  h im  anil that he should never forget it, He 
p resen ted  h im  a t  th e  Q u een 's  Mouse, with a large and splendid copy of his 
fu ll le n g th  p h o to g ra p h , taken  in full uniform, with his autograph and the 
C o lo n e l ’s n a m e  w r itte n  beneath,

On the 2 3 rd , Prince Respire Ouchtomxlcy, Centleman of the Chamber of 
11, M . the Emperor of R ussia , w ith  Prince Workonxky and two other gentle­
m en in h is suite, m et C ol, O le o tt , by previous appointment, and spent the 
w h ole  d a y  w ith  h im  in v is its  to Surnnngalu. Hthavira, the Prince 
of Hiarn I’ r isda n  C h oon sa i, now a yellow-robed Buddhist monk of 
C e y lo n , th e  K o ta h e in a  T em pi»' of the Into M egit.f.uwatte, and the girls’ 
schools of Mrs, H ig g in s  (th e  M u sa m s) and Mrs, Pickett (the Hangburmtta), 
H e expressed the greatest d e lig h t  w ith  all ho bad h e a r d  and seen., and carried 
away w ith  h im , w hen  his s tea m er sailed th a t  night, several valuable and 
uni»|ue irtiages and other Buddhistic curios given him by S u m a n g a la  and 
the Siamese priest. H e gave l ib e ra l donations f o r  the girls' schools, and his 
p h o to g ra p h  and  fr ie n d s h ip  to  C o lo n e l  O le o t t ,  f r o m  th e  la t t e r  of which much 
g o o d  may result to the T. H, in R u ss ia ,

T h e  P r e s id e n t -F o u n d e r  was a t  latest accounts t o  sail f o r  Madras on the 
2 0 th  b y  th e  F re n ch  m a il steam er “  E rir ln n .”

Bater news from Colombo is tliat th e  B u d d h is t  E x e c u t iv e  Committee, at a 
special session Oil the 24th ultimo, u n a n im o u s ly  re<pi»*sted (Job Oleott, to 
postpone his return to  Adyar for a fow » la y s  a n d  take c h a r g e  of an inquiry 
into the circumstance* of an unpleasant n a t u r e  w h ic h  attended th e  visit of 
the King of Hinm to the Temple o f  t h e  T o o t h  R e l i c ,  a t  Kandy, It appears 
that two »»(fh'ialx (Hinhah'se Kandyan a r is t o c r a t s )  p r o te s te d  a g a in s t  the 
King’s han»l|ing the Hatred Tooth, although h is  b r o t h e r ,  P r in c e  D arn rong , 
and even the (,'hristian Cxarcwitob were permitted t o  <1»> s»i w h e n  they visited 
Kandy, Naturally, IBs Majesty took i t  as a  p e r s o n a l a f f r o n t  and the 
whole laxly of Hinhalese of the maritime provinces a r e  v e r y  in d ig n a n t  
against the olbmiling Kamlyan chiefs, a n d  were to h o ld  a Mass Meeting 
at Colombo on the return of Col, Olcott’s H u b -C o m m it t e e  from the 
mountain capital. The Colonel's a s s o c ia t e s  a r e  D h a r m a p a la 's  father, H . Don 
Carol is and Dr. I’erera, of Perak, w ith  M r , .Jay ab ilak n , P r in c ip a l  of onr 
Kandy High Hehpol for hoys, as Interpreter and A s s is t a n t ,  Word has 
been sent to the Siamese Ambassador a t  London o f  t h is  action of the 
Sinhalese nation.

NEW BKANCHE8 AND REVIVA LS.
Tai PATTORK,

Madtjra Diät,
I am glad tu v&pöi’t that the Dindigul Braneh T, H„ whiell heciini»! 

»lorrriant was revived on the lOth of March, with tlie addition of elevon 
memberf, along with thron old rnerribers wh»> were already iri the, Station ; 
the President heilig Mr, P. Vonkateswara Aiyer, Tahsildar, Dindigul, and the 
Hcorctary Mr, H, Huhramania Aiyer, Socond Grade Pleader, Dindigul. I 
M arod  there for live »lays and was instrumental in reviving the Braneh, 
After visiting Maduraund lecturing, I went to Ramnad, Pararnakudi, arid 
Menamadura wliero 1 alsolectared, Pararnakudi is a Braneh T, 8,, where I 
stayed six days and delivcral flv»; leotnres, Thon I carne to Hivagunga 
where I organixed a new Braneh of fourteen members stron»{, with Mr. N, 
8 rnliasiva Aiyar, h,a,, m,i„, (District Munsiff) President, and Mr. M. H. 
Hankara Aiyer, h,a„  Her:Mary, Shorixtadar, Lossoe’s OiTico. Lcaming 
“ frorri 77«? Theotophint that the Tri patt,ore Braneh T. S, was revived, 1 cume 
to the place only to find is not right. I think the mistake hu,s arisen thus, 
There was a Brauch T, 8„ Organixod hero many yoars ago by the late H, 
Rarriasawmi Aiyer, It bccame »lorrriant. Now there is a place called Tri-
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pattore iri Sal cm . 'In that place there wrriH to have ariaen a new Branch 
which ha» been, m istaken for Tripattore o f Madura. However I  »hall 
deliver two or three lecture« here. I mean to return to Sxvagnnga where they 
wish me to  deliver another »erie» o f lecture».

K . N aiiataxsami A ire» ,
Front, tieey., T. H.

N EW  BRANCHES.
A Charter was issued, March 11th, 1897, to the Rotterdam Branch of the 

rheoAophical Hoeiety, the charter members being, II. W. Hagen berg, ,J. A. 
Terweil, (i. van den flock, I'. &. van den lloek, C. J. Bobers, i. Maas, and 
M. B, Tcrw eil,

The tw o fo llow in g  charter'« we granted, March 30th, 1897. To 1<\ J.
B. v, d. Meek, II. van A m erom , (}, H. Aderna. IS, L , A, van Vliet, J. Strang, 
II. A , M. van O inked , and F. van Bodcnhausen, to he known a» the 
0 ravenhaageehe (the Hague) Branch o f the Theo:.ophh . 1 S ociety :—

A nd to I), do Lange, A. J, van dor Lakh, P, 0 . de Jong, M. do Jong, K. 
de Lange, A . de Lange and M . van Gasteren, to he known a» the Vlaardingen 
Branch o f  the Thcosophical Society.

Or. R. S, Mr,aii,
0Mitral ftenrahmj.

T H E O S O P H Y  JR C U D D A P A H ,
A O orresp otid ox x t write«;—M. K. By, It. Jagannathiah Oaru, the w ell- 

k n o w n  Hindu M is s io n a r y  and lecturer o f  Bellary, wa» in o u r  m id st on hi» 
le c tu r in g  tour, A S e r ie s  of Lectures in E n g lish  w a s  d e livered  b y  M m  under 
the auspice« o f  the Ouddapah B ra n ch  o f  the Theosophical S o c ie ty , on (1) Sym­
bolism , (2 )  A ryan  daily duties, a n d  (8 ) “Are Theosophy and M odern  S cien ce  
at v a r ia n c e ,"  The le c tu r e s  w e re  w ell attended arid were very much appre­
c ia te d  by tins public. B e s id e s  the lecture» in English, be d e livered  a n u m ber 
in Telugn to tins m a sse s  in the market s q u a r e ; and a specia l le c tu re  was 
a d d re sse d  to the merchant class. The lectu rer made a very strong im pression  
on th e  minds of the p e o p le ,— The ffvndu.

REVIVAL OF BUDDHISM IN BURMA.
finite an. active revival of Buddhism is in progress in Burma, under the 

direction of Dr. Norman, of the Burma Hanitorinrn, Maulmain. He is trying 
to emancipate Buddhist children from the influence of foreign proselytising, 
hy establishing schools and colleges where, in addition to a sound secular 
education, they may also be instructed in the elements of the Buddhistic faith. 
This will help to obviate that confusion of mind which usually results when 
a foreign religion is taught to children, and prevent that regrettable loss of 
parental respect which is liable to ensue therefrom. The first of these Bud­
dhist schools was opened fob. 4th, at Thaton. Among the various reforms 
which the energetic Doctor is endeavouring to inaugurate may he noted 
(’l)The Buddhist Text Publishing Hoeiety j (2) Thu Buddhist Text (English), 
and Tha-tharna Hi-Ui (Burmese) weeklies, to be published hy the Buddhist 
Text Propagation Society; (8) Annual Conferences of the Buddhist Associa­
tions ; tlie first Conference was held at Thaton, in March, during the 
great festival of Tahoung; about 20,000 Buddhists being present; (4) the 
observance of tho Anniversary of the Nativity of Lord Buddha. If. is also pro* 
posed to form a Buddhist Council, for the control of educational and other 
Buddhist affairs. Wo hope l)r. Norman may be well supported, for those who 
are willing to make siieli efforts arc few. He does not limit his labours to 
Buddhists ¡alone, but is working to establish native schools for Hindus also.

-------  E.
The Mo/ubnain Ad/vertiter, Burma, id 23rd March, refers to a stirring ad* 

dress delivered hy Dr. R, Guelph Norman, F, T. 8., before an anniversary 
meeting of the Hindu Charitable Association, on the subject of Education. 
He dwelt on the responsibility of parents, and tbo advantages that would
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accrue to Hindus, and Buddhists, by having schools of their own. He urged 
them to act at once, and told them that Bs. 10,000 would suffice to open a 
school. His remarks were applauded, and they actually subscribed over 
Es. 10.600 on the spot. Dr. Norman received the hearty thanks of the 
association, which also presented him with a beautiful bouquet of choice roses, 
after which refreshments were served.

A DEPARTED SCHOLAR.
Mr. Sundram Pillai, m. a., m. k. a. s., of Trivandrum, a noted 

scholar, writer, linguist and archaeologist, has departed this life. He was a 
member of the Royal Historical Society, and Professor in the Maharajah's 
College, Trivandrum, and was held in high esteem in Southern India.

GATJDAPADA AND H I3 DEVI SUTRAS.
As the concluding portion of the abovenamed translation, by Pandit R. 

Ananthakrishna Sastry, would not prove interesting to the general reader, 
it will not appear in The Theosophist; the translator, however, intends 
publishing the whole paper in pamphlet form.

THE BOMBAY THEOSOPHICAL PUBLICATION SOCIETY.
The above named Society, of which Mr. Tookaram Tatya, F. T. S., of 

Bombay, is Managing Director, is doing good service to the cause of truth, 
by publishing a large number of Theosophical works, and books on Hindu
and Buddhistic matters. |---------

INDIA.
A SUGGESTION.

In March issue of the Theosophist there is an able article by Mrs. Annie 
Besant, on “ The Education of Hindu Yonth,” which deserves the most serious 
attention of Hindus. She dwells upon the advantages of the study of History 
by Hindu boys and girls. Unfortunately there is no History of the Indian 
Empire worth the name, previous to the Mahomedan period. The European 
authors are generally prejudiced by the Biblical theory of the creation of the 
world in 5,000 years, and thus they try to bring all historical events of old 
nations within that period. Being generally of materialistic tenden­
cies they disbelieve in the occult powers possessed by ancient sages of all 
countries—and thus record the old events to suit their own imaginations. 
Moreover they indulge in many fanciful theories, such for instance as the 
Central Asian home of the Hindus—an assumption contrary to results to be 
derived from the study of our time-honored sastras—which relate Aryavarata 
or Bnarata Khan da to be the old and original home not only of the Hindus 
but of all the nations of the world. Our Vedas, Smrities, Puranas, &c., men- 

. Hon Ifcary Himalya yindhyichala, the sacred Ganges, Narbada, Benares, &c., 
or throld seats of io ly  contemplation of our Rishies—and the scenes o f 
worldly transactions of our races and people. Had we been foreigners like 
the Parsis, our poets and authors would have mentioned with patriotic feel­
ings the rivers and mountains of Central Asia.

1 mention this as an instance of the erroneous theories of European 
historians regarding India, and beg to suggest the great necessity of 
compiling an authentic early history of India which will be a source of pride 
to the Hindus and a means of raising the nation to that grand ideal from 
winch they have fallen by the force of circumstances.

I hope some of my able and energetic countrymen will take up the task; 
the labour spent will be more than repaid by the happy results anticipated for 
the nation,

The Vernacular translation of the work can afterwards be done in- 
the different languages of India.

K a r r i  Chand, F.T.S.

Printed by Thompson and Co., in the Theosophist department of the Minerva 
Press, Madras, and published for the Proprietors by the business Mana­
ger, Mr. T . Vuia Raghava Charlu, at Adyar, Madras.
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W ill be sent by V . P. P. on application to tiie Business Manager 
of tbe Theosophist, all books, pamphlets and magazines.

„ NEW BOOKS. _The Secret D octrine, by H. P. B lavatsky: Srd Edition, 2V ols., 
and a third Vol. for Index. Price £ 2  5s. W ill 'fee sent to any part 
of India and Ceylon. Price Rs. 40. Price o f Jndex Vol. to Secret 
Doctrine is Rs. 14 for non-subscribers to the new edition.

Isis Unveiled, by do., latest Edn., 2 Vols. Pric* 10 dollars or Rs.35.
Reminiscences of H. P. Blavatsky and “  The Secret boctrine.”

by the Countess Constance Wachtmeister. Price Re. 1.
Frasnottara, Vols. I. II. III. IV. V . & V I., paper cover. Re. 1 each.
Theosophy, Religion and Occult Science, by Col. Olcott. Paper- 

bound copies of the English Edition. Price is now reduced to Rs. 3-8.
Chromopathy or the Science of Healing Diseases by Colours,

by Jwala Prasad. Re. 0-9-0.
Addresses on the Vedanta Philosophy, by Swami Vivekananda— 

Vol. I. Karma Y o g a ; V ol. II. Bhakti Y oga ; V ol. ’’l l .  The Ideal of a 
Universal Religion and the Cosmos and M icrocosm, Each Re. 1-6-0.

The Path of Virtue, by W . R. Old. 5 annas,.
A Modern Panarion— a collection o f Fugitive Fragments from 

the pen of H. P. Blavatsky. Rs. 15.
New Aspects of Life, by Dr. Pratt, m. d. I  »ice Rs. 3-8-0.
The Story of Atlantis (with 4 m aps), by W . Scott Elliot. 

Preface by A . P. Sinnett. Rs. 3-8.
The Upanishads, Vols- I & I I ,  translated int< English with a pre­

amble and arguments by G. R. S. Mead, B . A., M. R. A . S., and Roy 
Choudhuri. Paper cover. Price 8 as. each. Cloah Re. 1.

The System to which we Belong. Transaction London Lodge 
No. 30. B y A. P . Sinnett. Re. 1.

In The Outer Court, being Five Lectures delivered at Blavatsky 
Lodge, T. S., London, by  Mrs. Annie Besant. Rs. li-8.

The A ura : A n  enquiry into the Nature and Functions of the 
Luminous mist seen about Human and other bodiet (Reprint from the 
Theosophist). 2 annas.

The W orld Mystery, by G. R. S. Mead. R e 3-8.
The Theosophy of the Upanishads- Part 1 Cloth Rs. 3.
Plotinus—The Theosophy of the Greeks, by G. R. S. Mead. 

As. 14.
Sathanachatushtaya, by R. Jagannathiah. Very useful pamph­

let in English. 4 annas.
Involution and Evolution according to the Philosophy of Cycles, 

As Kalpa. Rs. 7.
The Vedanta Philosophy, by Prof. M ax Müller. Rs. 4-12.
The Theosophy o f the Greeks, Plotinus. Rs. 0-14-0.
Pistis Sophia, translated by G. R . S. Mead. Rs. 6-9-0.
Orpheus. Rs. 3-15-0. ..
Yoga-Vasishta!(Laghu) translated into English, by K . Narayana- 

sami Iyer. Rs. 3-4-0.
The Growth of the Soul, a sequel to Esoteric Buddhism, by 

A. P. Sinnett. O f great value to all students. R§. 4-6-0.
Old Diary Leaves- The true H istory ot the Theosophical 

Society, by Col. H . S. Olcott, P. T. S. M r. Stead notices this book 
in his Borderland, and calls it “  A  Remarkable Book about a V ery R e­
markable Woman. This is the real Madame Blavatsky.”  Cloth Rs. 7. 
Paper Rs. 4.
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O L D  D I A R Y  L E A Y E S 7L
THE TRUE HISTORY OF TH E THEOSOPH1CAL SOCIET-.- 

Bt  Col. O rcott, P. T. S .
Ilfastrxted Crown 8 to. C loth. 483 pp 

• - ^ ip cr  cot t  r 4.
Mr. ■o' '* »  this Boot in b - B orderland  and a  - it -

“  A Remarkable Rook about a  v ery  Remarkable W oman 'r'- 
13 the Real Madame Blavateky

A jrewtlcssii writes n on  America—-
a n .stud 7 o f spiritual problems, 

known works, from Eixphas Leri to Anna Kingsiord and Sinne
the reading o f all the

CU

to shire my old riddles-’

AMM1E B E S E T S  JD T iR  C O M E ffiO S  L E C H M S .

1893.
Dafldist of the Sonsos

fiobiecb: Scand; F ire; Yoga 
Symbolism.

Frico Re. t

1894.

Self sad its Sheaths 
8 objects : The Bod 

The Body of Peelmc;
The Object of the

Price As. It.

1805.

The Path of Disciplcship.
Subjects: T.— P in t S tep; 

Yoga and Purification.

H.—Qaal^caficM fo r  Diinpidu^ 
C ontrol o f the M ind, M td iu h o t, 

and Building of Character.

22X—The £i/ie of du Ducipit.
Stages on h is P ath , the awaken­

ing of the sacred fire, and the 
Hiddhis.

I IT .— The Future Proyrew of Hu­
m anity.

Methods o f fu ture Science, Man’* 
increasing powers, his coming 
development, and Beyond.

1896.
Four great Religions:—

Hinduism, Zoroastrianism. 
Karma. Buddhism and Christianity.

Price Re. 1.

* Action; 
Sheaths

THEOSOPHICAL MARTIALS Ros. 6 & 7.
The Devschaaic Plane, by C W. Leadbeater. Price As. 14.
Man and his Bodies, by Mrr. Annie Besan!. Price As. 14.

THE ARTA BALA. BODHTHl”
(Or Himdm Bop Journal.)

Is the organ of the Hindi Boys’ Association, of which Countess W idit- 
mriflttr is the President, and CoL OLcott, the General Adviser. It is to be 
published punctually on the 15th of every month. The aim of the Magazine 
is to stimulate the moral and rriigi us education of Indian youth, and to 
create a true patriotic and religious feeling among them. P int number began
in January 1895. f

Does any Hindu father begrudge one Rupee for his sou s welfare r 
Annual subscription including postage, Re. 1-0-0. Half-yearly,

Be. 0-12-0. Single copy, 0-2-0. , .
Names are registered only on receipt of subscriptions. All remittances 

must be made to the Btudoeas Manager, Thw&tphut Office, Aayar, Madras, 
India.

foreign sobaeriptioo is 2 shillings or 50 cents per annum-
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IS  FORM ATION FOR STB A S G S R S .

T gg Yäeoäopfekal Son n s  Se b ed as Sew T tri, Soreaber 17th. 1873. Isa ftcades
^  gg —.j ^ » 1  -.1̂  beas iitaeeES oe Reaekm aW  S olace «"* ld  be p oa oied  by sits rem al 

.  p,K Zend. aa l nrhrr aw en ! Eterarnre, n  w biA  the Sages aad Isniates Lad
«m am  rf ■ iiiliid  m i s  of higfesss: -ralme respecting man and narsre. 

'iZ ^ M la ia la M t lT  nseceanaa rittfaw n; wtaae w tri a taM  be aakaU r praeecaBed 
l r d » l T ^ « f «H '»fw; h  »  ^ i ib o f  m r i l ' l  fawtioE : > thr research o f in t i ,  aad wish 
uyg mafwwfT ** damanin ■f '» »  is japf****11̂  sd K&ely so do D ick  to faers aa>rr ia;v

_ rtben she aaaia? le fis ion  spiik. TW amplest expeesaea o f tie  objects oe site 
Sasiary is tie  i.)Bowiae:—

jPil at-—To Serna a cadeaa of the U n teta l BrotleHiood of B naanitj, without 'istm cBoa 
•f mm. e n d , sex, case or cnlawr-

Seerind—To ean w K e tie  atady of cnopt.- tire reüek»T philosophy aad sei."»» e.
A i i d  —To ia n a i^ R  aneiphfnrd laws of SatwB a&d the powers hieni  la man.
So penoa’i reSgaosts opinaat are aded  npoa its jahaa* nor is iacerfenaee with them 

permitted. bat e iw t owe is reqahed, before admission, to p n o iw  to ebow cowards lw  
id a rw tw le n  t lo  aaaae rnlc ranrr la this respect as be claims for lia a d f.

l i e  Wead-qaartert, adeem , and a a w g iitz  staff are at A dyar. a n b a rb  oe Madras, whore the 
Society has a prwputy o f twenty-eeren wret aad eneüäre buildings, including 
owe for the Orients! Library, aad a  spscz s haO wherein Animal Cooveorioea tr? 

the 27th o f Ihrrailx i
The Society is cot yet endowed, hat there is a naefcws o f a Fand. the income from the 

immanent of which is awadable for e a n o t expetse* ; these are mainly, however, met by 
P M » *  and one fourth of all fees and dnes c llected by Seoiars. trd fees and does from 

aan^ectianafired eowntries.
AD Bequests intended to hessSs :ae 5 ■ . whole, most be made to ~ The Trastees for

the timw hoar of the Tbaosophieal Society, appointed or acting ander a Deed o f Treat, dated 
the lfth  of December 1996, snd duly enrolled.”

The Society, aa a body, eschews politics and a~ subjects owtaide rts declared sphere o f work.
< aka Jhdar atriagwaily forbad m w ln w  to eon. romise its strict netttxality ia these ratters. 

The T la w flu t is private property, bot ander the B eriod  Bales it is the organ c f  the 
Society forthr pwbKcstiaw of oCcral news. Fc?r w ytCng else in th> rha Society ig
not rerponabde.

Many Branches iff the Society hare been formed ia carious parte i the world, and new ones 
tre constantly be dg rganised Upso Dec. 27. 1996. 4Ä charters fra- Branches had been issued, 
mab Branch firmut its own bye-laws and a u  ages its own local business without inier- 
■maaoe from H«ad-^w nen : provided only that the faadaiurnnl rales o f the Society are not 
hUMad. Branches lying within certain territorial limits (aa, for instance, America, Europe, 

iaMpWp te .J  bare been grasped for par poses of artaiinirtrntion in territorial Sections. For 
ptramdara, see the Be vised Bales of 1896, when? all necessary information with regard to 
J°«**ag the Society, Ac., will also be found: to be had free on application to the Recording 
Bttrmmrj of the TbeoaophicaJ Society, Adyar, Madras; or to the General Secretaries of the 
Sections.

Ia Earope, apply to G. B. 8. Mead, 19, Avoaae Road B e ce r fi  Park, X- W., London ; 
ia Scandinavian mate lien to A. Zettersten. Xybrogatan, 30, Stockholm. Sweden. Ia India, 
to Bertram Keigbtley. Benares, X. W. P_, Iedia. Ia* America, to Alexander Fullerton 
5 C rm p jtj Place, Xew York City. In im n h a a , to J. C. Staples, 42, Margaret 8t-’ 

X. S. W. Ia Xew 7naland to Miss i Edger, M.A., Mntaal Life Buildings 
U r w  Qneen Street, ft ari lsarl Ia Ceylon, to Mr. H. 8. Peters, 61. Malihan St., Colombo. ’

N O T I C E .
A New and Revised Explanatory Catalogue o f  27 pages, containing the 

titles of over 600 important and interesting works upon T H E O S O P H Y , 
RELIGION, MAGIC, P H A N T O M S , S P IR IT U A L IS M , T H O U G H T - 
READING, P S Y C H O M E T R Y , A S T R O L O G Y , PA LM ISTR Y , H Y G IE N E , 
Arc., may be had free upon application to the M anager, TheotophiH Office, 
Adyar, Madras. All books are sent by V. P. P. in India, Burma and Ceylon 
jot the price marked in the Catalogue, with the addition of only V. P. 
mnmissiof



CORRESPONDENCE NOTICE.
To u n  need lesa trouble, always observe the follow ing rules :
1. AH correspondence from auy country about H ead^iurv.-ri (8  on-Jr a • ¡ 

T . (>. business-,and all cash remittances for  the support o f Head-Quarters, ad4r<-el! 
TU* Becoming Secretary or Trrati rer, T. S-, A ptas, Map s*«. Cable’ teiem au  
address “  m o o n , Ma m a s .”

2. Letters to myself should be addressed to me at Ad j a r ; cnttfideuüal ones tg*. marked “  Private.”
3. All letters about ludían Branch work and Fellows, applications fo r ------ ^lf

ship tn India, and for blank forms, and a]] fees, dues and donations for the »• vppert of 
the work in India only, address to Bestkam K u c B iu r ,  Esq,, General Secretary, /adías 
Section T. is., Benares, N. W. P.,! India. Telegraphic and cable A d d n s :  Bt>
SAST. Bh UB,

4. A il business relating to the Theosophúst and orders for books and publications 
of ah kinds, address only to Tbe Bobines» Manager, Theoeophitt Opee, A d t i l

5. All matters for pubbeaW'n in the Tbeotophitt and books for review, lirfirs» 
to The Editor o f the Theoeophitt, Apt a*.

* Aptas, January 1*95. H. t>. OLCOTT. P, T. 6;

MADAME B L A V A T S K Y ’ S  W O R K S
Tut S te in  Domtikr. New as. a . From tes Caves avo J cvgi.es VS. A.

Editiojc, 2 Vola, with Is­ o r  HlXl/CETAV ... 6 9
tmi r in u n iT  so evo. ... 40 0 I G ems n o n  t h e  E ast 2 15Isis UxTElLEO ... ... 35 0 NxcetvaBE Tales 0 14

Tbeosotmical Glo**a« t ... 10 15 The V oice or t e e  S il e s c e 0 8
Kst to Te sonora y, 3ad aso j Ivtmx Y ou  to m e  S ecret Doo

u n i t b  Excuse E om ov . . .  5 4 TKIXE ... . . . 14 C
Jfete.—Tbs Manager, Theoeophiti, is now iteady to supply complete set of the aew fettina 

"Secret Doctrine,** with Index Yet for Ba. 40. Post Free, by V. P. P. Es. 40 8.

M A H A B H A R A T A .
lo w  Complete —(Both Text and Translation).

The English T ra n sla tion  o f  the Mahabharata b y  the la te  Babu P. C. Boy. c »»  , 
is Dow eMsptete hi 100 part*. Price for the whole' is Re. 22. Complete /iaaskrit 
Test can also be had for Be. 5 only. The further reduced rates will con tin u e  only 
fur three months

A poly to the undersigned—all results ores being strictly payable to Mrs. Sun* 
dari Bala Boy, at No. J, Baja Guru Dae* Street, Calcutta.

AGHAR NATH BANERJI. Manager.

ENGLISH PE R IO D IC A L S

LUCIFER :
A M onthly Magazine devoted to Theosophy,

Founded by H. P. BLAVATSKT; Edited by Arm  Bbsavt and G. B. 8. Mut, 
Pabliabed on the 15th of each mouth by the Tbeoaophica] Publishing Society, 7, 

Duke Street, Adelpfai, London, W. C. Term*,—17 Shillings and 6d., or Sl If a year in- 
advance. Indian Agent, Business Manager. Theoeophitt.

MERCURY :
A Monthly Magazine derated to Theosophy. Oriental Philosophy, Occn It Bcienea 

and the Brotherhood of Mam. Organ of the American Section.
Edited by William John Walters, Palace Hotel, Ban Francisco, CaL, U. S. A. 

Ba  4 per annum, Post Free. _____
TH EO SO P H Y IN A U S TR A L A S IA  :

The Monthly Organ of the A met relation Section, Devoted to the Du
of the Principles of Theosophy.

Edited and published at tbe Head-quarter* of the Section, 42, Mr 
Sydney, Australia.

Either of the shore Magazines, and all new books announced in th 
subscribed for or ordered through the Manager of the Theoeophitt.


