
A MAGAZINE OF

ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHY, ART, LITERATURE AND OCCULTISM
C on du cted  By H . S. O u r o n .

VOL. XVIII. No. 9.— JUNE 1897.

Old Diary Leave**, Second Oriental Sent*. 111...
Character................ ............................... ................
The Plague and its Cause*................... ..............
The Union of three Buddhist Nation*...
The Prophetic Character of H. P. B .......  ......
The Day* of the Week, and their Uoeuit

Correspondences................................... ........
Iflle. Conedon Et Let Prophetiee Modern* - .....
Hawaiian Folklore.............. ................. ................
The Symbology of Astrology..... ........... ..............
Tacoeonrr u  all Lu m ...................... .................
Reviews :— ... . . .... ............ .......... ............... ..........

P ace.
H. 8. Ounrr...........    513
M. F. X............................  513
N'miuni F. Biumoku. ...... 529
H- S. O..........................   537
K. N iuniitiii Ins........... 540
A. Mamies..... ............ 546
C- A. Wajjo........................ 550
Aloha Auca....................... 554

I  ................... ..... .•< • •• «• • #• >• « iS7

_______   570
Demon Possession and Allied Tboart : Mar* «• ; A note on the Aaeiettt G* ĵ ts; I U 
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OLD D IA R Y  LE A VE S.

S econd O r ie n ta l  S eries, C h a p t e r  I I I .

THIS Cawnpore visit was made memorable to me by the proofs I got 
of Damodar’s rapid psychical development. As stated elsewhere, 

he had been visited when a lad during a severe illness, by a glorious 
personage, whom he was enabled to identify, many years later, after 
connecting himself with our Society, as one of the Masters. The inti­
mate relationship of teacher and pupil had then been established 
between them, and Damodar had thrown himself heart and soul into 
psychic training; regulating his diet, devoting specified hours to medi­
tation, cultivating a spirit of perfect unselfishness, and working night 
and day to the uttermost limits of his strength, on the duties of the 
official position I gave him in the Society. His coming with me on the 
present tour was by command of his Guru, and throughout the journey 
we bad many proofs of the progress he was making in spiritual unfold* 
ing. I remember that he astonished me that evening of onr arrival at 
Cawnpore, by giving me, verbally, a message from the Master in answer 
to my surmise as to what I ought to do in a certain matter that bad 
just turned up, and telling me that I would find it written out in a 
note that was even then in my locked writing-desk, the key of which 
was in my pocket, as it had of course been, all day. On going to the 
desk and unlocking it, 1 did find the very letter he had mentioned, and 
which, by the bye, was from Mahatma K. H., in the hand-writing sub­
sequently pronounced by the sage S . P. R., on the authority of the 
infallible Mr. Netherclift, to be of H. P. B.’s concoction and nothing 
else ! As H. P. B. and I were then five days’ postal distance apart, 
the forgery theory will hardly cover the Cawnpore incident.

On the second day after reaching Cawnpore, I received from Adyar 
a rather large mail that had been re-addressed to me from there. 
Among the letters was one from the late Mr. Sam. Ward, dated at Capri, 
and enclosing a note to Mahatma K. H., which he begged me to have 
forwarded if possible. As Damodar was then going nightly in astral 
body to the ashram (residence) of that Master, I  banded him the letter, 
saying that he might ask Him whether he should bring on the letter 
or not. This was on the afternoon of November 4 (1883), and we were 
at Cawnpore, N. W. P. The reader will kindly keep this in mind in 
view of the sequel.
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On the previous evening I had lectured in the station theatre, 
a long narrow room with the stage at one end. Agreeably to the 
repulsive custom that prevails throughout British India, all Europeans, 
or rather whites, all half-breeds and even all Christian converts 
or pretended converts wearing European dress, were given the front 
seats, and all Hindus however high-born or respectable (not always 
convertible terms) were placed behind th e m : an aisle ran through 
the middle of the room. Now I  am rather sensitive to the auric 
‘ spheres ’ of persons, and quick at feeling whether they are 
sympathetic or hostile to myself. Every public lecturer, dramatic 
artist and other public character has this same finer sense more 
or less acutely developed, but I fancy mine is rather quicker 
than the average. On this occasion I felt as i f  there stretched 
between me and the beloved Hindus a barrier, almost a wall, of 
antagonistic thought, and a less skilled hand m ight have been stricken 
dumb by it. But, finding the hostile current flowing towards me from 
the right, I  planted myself opposite the aisle, put my will to work to 
break through the cross-current, and at last made the connection be­
tween myself and the sympathetic portion o f my audience. That this 
is no freak of the imagination but a very real and palpable fact in 
human intercourse, will be attested by  every person o f average nervous 
sensitiveness whose business it is to speak, sing or play before the 
public. More than once it has happened that the presence of a single 
white man, not a Theosophist, in an audience o f Hindus, has acted as a 
damper upon them and reacted upon me, and for the simple reason 
that, while between all Asiatics, o f whatsoever race and creed, and 
myself there is a complete sympathy and mutual trust, between them 
and the average white man there is the distinct mutual antipathy 
based, as I believe, upon a conflict of auric, or mesmeric polarities. 
Closer personal intercourse and the development o f mutual sympathies, 
would change the present feeling of noli me tangere into the same 
pleasant relationship as that o f all Asiatics and all recognized 
Theosophists.

From Cawnpore wo moved on to Lucknow on the evening of 
the 4th November, reached ihut Station at 9 P. M. and were 
welcomed at the house of Mr. Jwala Prasád, one of our active 
members. Every minute of the follow ing day was occupied, the 
details including receptions of visitors, with conversazioni, the trial 
and expulsion of an unworthy balf-caste member, a lecture on 
“  Theosophy and its claims,”  and then until 1 A. m ., private teaching 
of mesmerism w ith illustrative demonstrations on one o f the Hindu 
gentlemen of my suite. Bara Banki followed after Lucknow, and the 
usual routine was gone through. I  must in passing, however, pay a 
just tribute to the intellectual brilliancy shown by Pandit Pran Nath,
F. T. S., in summarizing my lectures at the above two places, in Urdu, 
with an eloquence and unhesitating fluency that were both admirable 
and remarkable. I have been often placed sim ilarly under obligations
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by educated friends, for from first to last my lectures throughout Asia 
have been interpreted in eighteen different languages.

Bareilly next, where I lectured, and then on to Moradabad, where 
Damodar gave me another proof of his acquired power of travelling in 
the astral “ double." He went to Adyar, conversed with H. P. B., 
heard the voice of a Master speak a message to me, and asked H. P. B. 
to telegraph me the substance of it so as to satisfy me of his veracity in 
these matters. On reporting the facts to me, he dictated the message 
as he heard it, and all present in my room signed a certificate as to the 
facts. The next morning the expected telegram from H. P. B. was de­
livered to me by the postman, this being the rule in India as to the clasB 
of “  Deferred” messages. The dispatch corroborated Damodar’s dicta­
ted and certificated message, and again the witnesses who were present 
signed their names on the back of the Government dispatch. The 
S. P. R. has been pleased to do its best to weaken Damodar’s reputation 
for credibility and mine for common sense in this affair, but the facts 
are above honestly reported, and their opinion does not concern me in 
the least.

Aligarh came next on our tour-programme and here, on the 12th 
of the month, we came to the sequel of the Ward-K. H. letter affair. 
At the post office I received my mail from Adyar, and in it a letter posted 
at Head-quarters on the 5th inst., by H. P. B., enclosing Mr. Ward’s 
identical letter to K. H., which, it will be remembered, I received from 
Italy and handed to Damodar at Cawnpore on the 4th, that is to say the 
evening before she posted it at Adyar. Its cover bore the dispatching 
stamp of Adyar, November 5, and the receiving stamp of Aligarh 
of November 10, the two places being distant apart five days rail jour­
ney. The letter had been awaiting me two days in the Aligarh post 
office. I submit this as about as clear a provable case of instantaneous 
transportation of a material object between two distant points as 
can be found on record. Collusion and trickery are barred by 'the evi­
dence of the postal markings described. I have the letter still in my 
possession, and shall be happy to show it to any one save the managers 
of the S. P. R., whose savage injustice to H.P.B., the most gifted and 
marvellous psychic of the age, makes it unseemly for those who knew 
her merits as well as demerits to take further notice of that clique.

In connection with this astral journey, Damodar told me an interest­
ing fact. On putting his body to sleep as usual, he made a dash for 
the home of the Master, among the Himalayas, but found on arriving, 
that he too was away in the astral body, and by the power of his attrac­
tion for his pupil the latter was swept away as powerfully and instantane. 
ously as though he had ventured into a deep and impetuous river cur­
rent and been carried off his footing. The next minute Damodar found 
himself at Adyar, in the presence of both his Master and H. P. B. On 
going to sleep he had held Mr. Ward’s letter in his hand, and it had, 
it seems, gone along with him on the astral plane—itself, of course
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changed from ponderable into astral, or etherio, matter. On telling 
the Master about the letter, he perceived it in his hand, gave it over to 
him and was bidden to return to his place. By the radical power of the 
occult chemistry or physics, the astralised letter was restored to its solid 
state, taken by H. P. B., and the next day duly posted to my Aligarh 
address j the sequel is known. If I were better versed in science I 
should use this incident, together with that of the other Master’s tur­
ban given me at Hew York by my astralised visitor, and various other 
instances of apport, as a text for a discourse upon the possible changes 
in solid bodies, from the densely physical, objective and ponderable 
condition, into that of the invisible, intangible one of bodies on the 
astral plane. That the changes can be worked in both directions, vig., 
from the objective to the hyperphysical, and back again into reintegra­
tion, or manifestation, is within the personal knowledge of many 
experienced investigators of psychical phenomena. These sixty- 
odd chapters of this series of “  Old Diary Leaves” contain 
enough examples to prove the case, and the eye-witnesses to 
them are both numerous and unimpeachable: so, too, the works 
of an army of other writers and experimentalists in this field of 
natural science support my own statements. What with our X  rays, 
our Marconi rays, our researches in the Odic Force, in hypnotism 
and, by no means the least important, in spiritualistic medium- 
ship (e. g. the cases of Mrs. Compton, Mrs. d’Bsperance, and Honto 
and other materialisations at the Eddys’), we shall soon find ourselves 
forced to begin again with the alphabet of physical science and stretch 
out our hands to the East for help to understand the Nature in which 
our microcosmic selves have been so long vaunting our wisdom. The 
phenomenon of my rose-born, half-ounce gold ring, which all ray con­
stant readers must recollect, is the only one that I can now call to mind 
which proves that a solid object can exist within another solid object 
without •possessing tangible bulk and without abrading or disturbing 
its particles, yet at the same time have appreciable weight. Surely 
a long vista of physical discoveries is opening out before us.

We went on to Delhi next, where I lectured twice at the Town 
Hall, and whence I dispatched young Brown and L. V. V. Naidu, of my 
party, to form a Branch at Rawal Pindi, my own duties precluding my 
going myself. From Delhi, the programme took me to Meerut, the home 
of that gifted young Hindu lawyer, Hama Pras&d, whose work on 
“  Nature’s Finer Forces” made him known, some years later, to the 
whole Theosophical reading public, the world over. From thence to 
Lahore, where things of great moment happened. Between the two 
stations, Damodar made another astral flight which was capable of veri­
fication. Three of us—he, I and T. Narainswamy Naidu—were in the 
same railway carriage, Damodar apparently moving uneasily as if in 
sleep, on one of the berths : I was reading a book by the lamp-light. 
Damodar suddenly came over to me and asked the time, which by my 
watch was some minutes before 6 p .m . He told me that he had just
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come from Adyar where H. P. B. had met with an accident ; whether 
a serious one or not, he could not tell me, but he thought she had 
tripped her foot in the carpet and fallen heavily on her right knee. 
The reader will observe that the young man was but a beginner in 
occult science, and incapable as yet of accurate recollection, in returning 
to outward consciousness, of his experiences on the other planes of 
being. I mention this in view of the studied unfairness of the S. P. R. 
toward him. For my own satisfaction I did two things on hearing his 
story. 1 wrote a certificate of the occurrence and got Narainswamy to 
sign it with me, noting the time, and from the next station, Saharan - 
pore, telegraphed H. P. B. a question as to “  what accident happened at 
bead-quarters at about 6 o’clock.” We reached Lahore the next 
morning at 9 and were escorted to a camp of six tents and four large 
shamianahs (open canvas pavilions) which had been pitched for me on 
the open ground (maiddn) to the North of the city. We very soon began 
talking with our friends about the previous evening’s incident in the 
train, and my memorandum was passed around for information: I got 
the friends present to sign it, and to say that the expected telegram 
from H. P. B. had not yet arrived. My party left me to take their 
morning bath and meal, and while I was sitting under the shadow of 
my tent with Mr. R. 0. Bary, Editor of the Arya magazine, a Govern­
ment telegraph peon was seen coming towards us with a brown-covered 
telegram in his hand. I made Mr. Ruttan Chand take it into his own 
hands and keep it unopened until the return of our party, in whose 
presence it should be opened and read. This was done at 12 noon, by 
Mr. R. 0. Bary, and the nine present signed on the back to attest the 
circumstances. The contents were these: “ Nearly broke right leg, 
tumbling from Bishop’s chair, dragging Coulomb, frightening Morgans. 
Damodar startled us.” My Saharanpore dispatch was received by 
H. P. B. late at night on the 17th : her reply was dated at Adyar at 
7-55 a.m., on the 18th, and 1 got it at Lahore at noon. The discrepancy 
in Damodar’s statement of details and H. P. B.’s is not even surprising 
in view of his then stage of spiritual evolution, while the corroboration 
of the major fact of the heavy fall and the injury to her right knee is 
full. There have been critics of limited acumen but great conceit, who 
wish us to believe that this might have been a vulgar conspiracy be­
tween Damodar and H. P. B. to deceive me ; but I am not aware that it 
is likely that a fat woman of 16 stones’ weight would give horself a 
serious injury to her knee for the purpose of befooling me, when she 
might as easily have agreed with Damodar that he should have seen 
her doing something that would have been queer and yet harmless in 
Hself, such, for instance, as making antic gestures, tearing a newspaper 
into bits, or declaiming a Russian or French poem : the explanation has 
not the support of common sense. And then character counts for some­
thing, outside the S. P. R., and gentlemen are entitled to some cre­
dence when it is not a question of money interests; sometimes even 
then. H, P. B.’s telegram mentioned a fact until then unknown to us,
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Ance of which cannot be explained either by descent or edncation, one is 
compelled to admit that in such cases the character is innate—born with 
the individual. In reality this is the only explanation that can be given 
for the numberless varieties in the human character, which are as 
countless and varying as the differences to be observed in features. 
The dissimilarities in character however, are not so openly evident 
as those of the outward appearance, and for that reason, not so often 
remarked. Generally speaking it is only the peculiar and uncommon 
characters which become remarkable; the greater number, the more 
ordinary, escape remark, and the common belief, is, that all these nume­
rous variations and differences in characters are moulded in the same 
form, and that the so designated abnormal, or uncommon varieties are the 
result o f accidental circumstance, whether arising from education or 
other causes. Theosophy, which has already illumined so many subjects, 
is able also to g ive some enlightenment in this direction, and whilst 
fully agreeing with the afore-mentioned idea that man’s character is 
inborn, it goes still furthor, and endeavours to explain the causes, and 
in so doing it oasts such searching light over this hitherto impenetrable 
problem, that we are constrained to admit its reasonableness. The reve­
lation through Theosophy, o f the doctrine of the re-incarnation of the 
human soul, or its re-birth in new bodies, when the old worn-out ones 
have served their time, constitutes really the true explanation of 
why the average man is in condition to appear with talents, tend­
encies and inclinations, many of them from his birth so pronounced 
that we cannot doubt as to their actual pre-existence, even if otherwise 
we wero inclined to attach ourselves to the opinion of Looke, that “ The 
Soul of man when it enters upon life, is like an unwritten page.” 
The doctrine of lie-incarnation certainly answers a number of ques­
tions, hut it does not explain all. It is primarily throngh a right 
comprehension of the “ Law of Karma” that the intricacies of character 
ean receive a complete and satisfactory explanation. What is then 
meant, by “ The Karmic Law”? It is that universal law which 
governs and directs, so that an impulse once given does not stop 
working until the whole of its indwelling power is exhausted. It 
is the Inw of cause and effect, on the physical as well as on 
the spiritual plane. In the New Testament it is spoken of as “ What 
a man sows, that shall he also reap." Karma has been called 
the law of retribution, but this last word expresses only a small 
portion of its meaning, for in itself it really comprehends a great deal 
more. Wherever in the Universe n force is set in motion, there the 
Karmic law will assert its due, so that the power is not wasted but 
must fulfil all the purposes for which it is originally designed. To our 
limited vision it certainly appears as if the many material obstacles 
often possess the power to defeat the motive faculty of spiritual forces, 
and all force is primarily of a spiritual nature. For instance, when 
death unexpectedly ruts short the life o f  a person who has been earn­
estly working for good, and whose life's w ork — fro m  the hnman stand-
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point—has boon only half accomplished, wo grieve as if force or strength 
had been wasted, and imagine that there is nothing of it left. Hut in 
the spiritual world, as well as in the physical, the same law prevails, 
ru., the law of the conservation of energy, which is one of the expres­
sions used in physical scienoe to denote the Karmic law. Each person­
ality is therefore a centre of spiritual force from which emanate rays in all 
directions, and these rays are our thought s and desires, which take a more 
or less decided form in words and deeds. Those spiritual forces which 
are daring life set in motion in this manner, are sometimes chocked, ns 
experience often shows, by nil kinds of material hindrances, and the 
unanimous complaint of mankind that the power is not equal to the 
will, is a mighty proof that the forces in question have not had au 
opportunity of exhausting themselves. How* many legitimate desires 
are we not oompelled to stifle in their infancy, so as to bo able in some 
way to achieve what we have most at heart, or, that which is our 
duty P Again, how many inclinations and talents must we not suppress 
in order to be able to develop perfectly a single one, and if, unfortu­
nately, the struggle for daily bread claims all our powers, do wo not, with 
sorrowful heart, say farewell to the dreams of our youth of a continuous 
development of innate talent! Those who work for the advance­
ment of mankind, men of scienoe, friends of humanity, the artist, 
one and all inwardly feel how infinitely more they wish to accom­
plish, but that the vitality, the life-power, is denied them. Energy 
however, is not exhausted when man dies ; least of all that particular 
form of energy which has claimed the chief place in his life; and those 
other energies or forces which were felt only in a lesser degree, or, 
which found but small opportunity of development, these must pre­
sumably 1 bide their time', so as to come forward in due order to perform 
their work.

If we now tarn to the lower desires, we sea that even they outlive 
the personality. The passions are rays of force, which on the basis of 
the same law, the conservation of energy, do not cease to work before 
they have to the utmost fulfilled their purpose. And that purpose is 
destruction. Their aim is the annihilation of the individual, and if un­
checked they were allowed to go forward, they would not leave standing 
a single stone of the temple of the spirit called man. But fortunately 
their progress is kept in check by a higher power, which holds them 
under, and this power is the Higher Ego which dwell* innermost in 
every human soul. But if this higher power has not commenced to 
fight against passions and desires in this earth-life, then the strife will 
occur in the next. Inasmuch as we divide oar desires into higher and 
lower, and understand accordingly that the lower most be fooght 
against and conquered, we thereby acknowledge or recognise the autho­
rity of the higher aspirations, and that they are so, can be clearly seen 
from what has been said of their nature. They are consequently in­
dwelling tendencies, or possibilities of development existing in the Soul, 
and they appear, one after the other, according to the progress that is 
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made by mankind in its evolutionary course. The lower desires are in 
a certain degree legitimate, but on a lower plane and only relatively; 
their subjugation is absolutely necessary if man is to rise to a concep­
tion of spiritual things. This working upwards proceeds continuously, 
and when death surprises us we stand there with our life-work seemingly 
unfinished, and the forces or impulses sent forth— both good and evil— 
are, so to say, cut off in the middle o f their course. But they are not 
lost. They are collected in that great ante-chamber of nature which 
like a sea surrounds our earth, and when the human Ego, being after its 
much needed rest prepared once more to re-enter earth-life, the soul 
clothes itself again in the characteristics it has laid on one side, and 
uses them as the vestures or sheaths for the future personality. And 
character is one of these vestures. The man is the same as before, and 
yet another. The forces, or more correctly speaking the elements, are 
the same as before, but they have, through the hand of Karma, arranged 
themselves as a whole, shaped to suit the new personality which now 
exists in the place of the old one. A  complete process o f re-generation 
is therefore undergone, where the architect— the same who built the form­
er man, the higher Ego—works, so to say, after an altogether new design, 
but gathers his materials from the ruins o f the older tenement. That such 
a re-generation must take place lies in the nature o f things. If it were 
possible for the old entity to come back again in precisely the same 
condition as when it last left the scene of earth-life, with the same 
powerful tendencies and impulses, or in other words, with the desires 
still set in the same old direction, it would be difficult to see how any 
change for the better and higher could happen. The predominant de­
sires would consequently then altogether overcome all the others, and 
their activity would not stop until they had completely detached the 
personality and drawn it so far away from  its higher principles that no 
return would be possible. A  new form is therefore a natural necessity ; 
and the unseen architect follows the guiding o f the Karmic law, when 
he shapes the mould for it. Is it possible then for us to ascertain how 
he goes to work | The subject may be obscure and mysterious, but we 
are not altogether without direction in our researches, and those sugges­
tions towards answering this question pointed out to us by the Karmic 
law, should give us a general insight, which we can further understand 
and render complete by the use of our own observation. In the Bhaga- 
vad Gita. Krishna says: “  Karma is that radiation which is the underlying 
cause o f the existence and re-birth o f all creatures.”  This universal con­
ception does not only indicate that law, we before mentioned, in 
which we regarded Karma as the law o f cause and effect; but it also 
comprehends that which we call restoration, or, from the human stand 
point, retributive law. Retribution is accordingly one o f the conditions 
for the maintenance of existence, for without it, as we have before sta­
ted, the lower desires, viz., the forces working against law— would take 
the upper hand and occasion annihilation. Retribution must then 
necessarily be considered as a chief factor in the ground plan or basis
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of tlie new personality, and in the building of his character. It will 
not now be difficult to understand the universal principles which lie at 
the foundation of the forming of character. The builder of the new 
personality finds all the necessary material ready for him on his return, 
but these materials are not to be likened to lifeless stones, but rather to 
living entities, teeming with will and energy, stronger or weaker in pro­
portion to the degree in which they were permitted a free development 
in their previous earth life. The Builder, as I  have already said, is the 
individual, the Higher Ego, and the materials are the desires and ten­
dencies ; in short, all those impulses for good or for evil which he left 
behind him when he last quitted this earthly plane. These elements of 
character are now arranged so as to be conformable to the claims of the 
Karmic law, and instead of working mischief or destruction—as in the 
previous life— they are probably now so ordered that they are obliged 
to make restitution. Karma is truly the ground or basis of ex­
istence and re-birth, but it is also most assuredly the law of equal 
balance and restoration. In this work of restitution the before-men­
tioned impulses have now their special work allotted or pointed out to 
them. Not a single impulse can be suppressed; each one of them must 
work out its indwelling energy; but instead of having the power—as 
in the last personality— to work freely, or command; in the new 
personality it will be more or less bound; I  mean that its activity will 
be guided in such a direction that it will become useful for higher 
purposes. In order to understand this better, let us for example, 
imagine a personality whose chief trait of character in a previous life 
had been avarice. This desire was then the master, or lord over the 
personality, and to obey this master was his highest gratification. This 
obviously selfish desire was in opposition to law—for the law is that 
all life is in our life, and our life in all, and that consequently we ought 
to live for others and not for self alone— so that as such it could not be 
permitted to grow freely. In the new personality the same energy is 
re-bom , but through Karmic law it is placed in a different environment; 
and its position in relation to the rest o f the elements in the character 
has become altered. Its energy is latent. Now when these forces or 
different energies begin to work, or operate in the new personality, he 
finds himself gradually but imperceptibly drawn into difficulties ; he 
thinks he is acting in every way wisely and discreetly, but he often 
finds quite the reverse of what he expects ; it seems just as if the 
invisible power is continually on the watch, lying in wait in order to 
defeat his expectations, and cross his plans. Everywhere he is 
constantly stumbling over obstacles, which are all the more dangerous 
as they are often hidden from view, and their nature is only compre­
hended when the harm is done and he seriously reflects over them. 
These obstacles are a man’s peculiarities o f character; those small traits 
which seem to us quite insignificant, which perhaps in themselves 
neither are, nor seem to be, faults, but which, nevertheless, in their 
present combinations, are liable to cause great havoc, and, may be,
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bitterest s u fe r ii ig , Karma, wliicTi ou/> of th e  rich storehouse o f iho 
lower self g a th e rs  fcJlO material for Urn now character, also allots to 
if a suitable surrounding. Ami on if worn, places if in aucli circum­
stances of lifo, a* will bo best Galeulfl/fcecI fo give flio now personality 
the right opportunities of development and those nhiiiii tra its , which 
in another surrounding world hardly havo boon noticed, might in tho 
proMonf bring with thorn direful off not*, The avariciom man for 
example, who in hi'h previous incarnation had no difllonlfy in Ending 
occasions for satisfying Ida passion, llnds himself, in iho next, so 
placed that in connection with therest of his characteristic traits, tho 
satisfaction of this particular desiro is either extremely difficult, or impos­
sible. I assume Imre, for simplicity’s sake, fbat tho passion of avarice, in 
this last incarnation ro-appears with fbosamn power as in tho previous one, 
although it is by no means necessary that this should bo the case, for 
if is stated that Karmic impulses are just as likely to make their first 
ro-appoaranoo after several intervening incarnations. The circum­
stances of flie age info which the new personality is born, must, accord­
ing to law, have an iuifiorfauf influence upon its conduct, but wo arc 
not horn concerned so much wifli them, as with flic re-born avaricious 
energy; This hitherto ruling passion now (inds itself transplanted 
into an unfavourable soil, and eventually begins what I may bo allowed 
to call the great Karmic battle. On tlm one side, the fully matured evil 
energy ; on tho other, all tho lessor enorgios, thoso small traits of 
character which bind the giant with a thousand firm threads, and hinder 
liirn from acting. In this strife tho personality is sacrificial. It is 
incessantly making endeavours fo gratify and indulge tho passion, from 
which it is for over liindored by what appears to bo either natural 
incapacity, or unfavourable circumstances, ill luck, and so on, but 
which arc in truth energies which havo hitherto slumbered or lain 
dormant, now evoked by the higher self from a previous experience; 
in short, from its own character, which compels the personality to 
commit folly after folly until its measure of suffering is complete, 
and it finally begins to recognise its aberration or illusion. This 
example of how a character is fennod, when it bus for its purpose the 
suppression of a dominating passion, is applicable to tho formation of 
character in general. All people however are not so dooply stooped in 
selfishness as the avaricious person, and naturally thoy do not all 
require to go through tlm same amount, of suffering. May bo there 
are times of rest; incarnations following on thoso of oxlrorrio sufferings, 
when only minor Karmic eifocts are perceptible; periods during which 
flic greater faults do not appear, but only tho lessor aro visiblo—a pre­
paration, so to say, for I'uturn hardor battlos. Characters undergoing 
this latter condition as a rule exhibit no very murkod characteristics; 
they are just ordinary people, and to tlm oxterrial beholder, thoy all 
appear to bo cast in. the same mould, This is however a profound 
mistake. In most people ovon tho outer appearance denotes a definite 
innate dissimilarity, and this difference is still further expressed by
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their various mode« of thinking and anting. Set two person« of the 
same position in society, with the sameeducation and the same talents, 
to do a cortain work, whatever yon will ; give them precise instructions 
as to the best method of doing it, and yon will invariably find that 
they do not carry it out in exactly the name manner. In our daily 
life wo come across thousands of examples of this inherent dissirnila* 
rity, anrl the results towards which these apparently insignificant 
differences lead, point to a mysterious power which, unhidden, inter­
feres in our destinies, This power is Karma manifested in the 
character. To give one example among the many, A. son succeeds his 
father iri his business, which the latter has worked up from almost 
nothing into a woll known and profitable affair. The son has appa­
rently no vicious habits, be is industrious and steady, and he commences 
his career with the best possible intentions. Every one foretells for 
him an easy and. untroubled future. All seems to go well ; he feels 
himself secure, takes unto himself a wife, and prepares to enjoy life. 
And now, may be, just when he has reached his highest idea of happi­
ness, troubles begin. Kindly and helpful, be is ever aiding others at his 
own expense. The wife he chose was not suited to him ; family life 
was not what ho had believed it to bo, After a timo bn finds himself alone, 
neglected, without means and without friends. But he is an honorable 
and upright man, and he has a firm belief that with honesty and indus­
try he can fight his way through if ho is careful enough to avoid 
those stumbling blocks which have been so disastrous to him. He 
courageously begins all ovor again. But now appear sundry small fresh 
traits or features of character which neither ho nor any one else had 
remarked during his successful days; timidity, faint heartedness, cre­
dulity, ovor estimation of his own powers, and such like, all of which 
help to drag him into fresh difficulties, until finally he is looked upon 
hy every one as a man for whom nothing succeeds, and for whom the 
only thing left, is, to lie down and die. All people, even the best, are 
burdened with peculiarities of character, which, although they cannot 
always be called faults, aro nevertheless— according to the part they 
play in our drama of life—often the cause of much trouble 
and suffering. W e try to uproot them, and do away with them if wo 
consider them bad, and when they are not bod, if we are true to 
ourselves, wo retain them, possibly in spite of their occasioning us 
sorrow and discomfort. From what has been said it is evident that 
the human character as it appears in the child as well as in the full 
grown individual has a most significant task to fulfil, and consequently 
cannot be regarded as the work of either chance or accident. It is 
carefully and exactly planned by the man himself, that is to say, by his 
True Self, and after this plan it is built up of those materials which aro 
spoken of as “  Ska/ndhae,” and which remain over after the disintegra­
tion of the lower principles. This plan, formed during the Deva- 
ohanio state, is worked out there in its minutest details and is then 
sown us seed in the forthcoming human plan, in order that with it, it



526 The Theosophist. [¿one

may grow and bear fruit for either good or evil, according to the 
election of the personality it inhabits. So far I have sought to show how 
character may originate; my next task will be to enquire how it can be 
improved and ennobled. The first thing to be considered in connection 
with it. is, of course, the education; for the ordinary conception—even 
amongst those who allow that character is inborn—i-.tbat through educa­
tion good natural tendencies can be aroused and cultivated, and the bad 
ones suppressed, or altogether rooted op. According to what I have said 
before, concerning the origin of character, it does not appear that this 
view is precisely the correct one. It is proved daily by experience 
which so often teaches ns the impotence or powerlessness of education 
alone against many of those inborn peculiarities of character, and how 
can it possibly be otherwise, if we remember and take into account the 
fact that these inmost cases lie latent during childhood and youth, 
and only first in riper years begin to develop in their full maturity. It 
is only in very exceptional cases that traits of character become in 
youth so decided that they are remarked by the Teacher, bat in such 
cases they are usually so pronounced, that all chance of suppressing 
them is completely out of the question. It may be asked, does not 
education play any part at all then in this question of character '■ 
Yes, most assuredly, but before I enter upon this wide field of enquiry, 
1 must first try to answer another question, because in so doing the 
solution of the former will become relatively easy. Tbe question is 
this;—What am I, a man of mature yean, to do in order to improve 
my character ? The answer is extremely simple; it is comprehended 
in three words. Do thy duty- This apparently simple rule has the 
support of the highest anthority. In the Baghavad Gita, Krishna 
says: “ * Through the performance of duty without attachment,
sacrifice to tbe Highest, the Source of A ll—and so attain perfection,” or 
2nd, “  Therefore icithout attachment, constantly perform action vhich is duty, 
for, performing action vrithout attachment man verily reacheth the supreme.” 
That here it is a question of the perfectibility of the character, and not 
of that alone which consists of spiritual knowledge, is apparent from the 
words which he otters directly afterwards, “ Learn therefore that he 
who attains perfection becomes one with the Supreme, tor such is the 
highest aim and purpose of Spiritual Wisdom.”

He who has correctly understood what has previously been stated 
concerning the formation of character, will not find this last fundamental 
rule at variance with the same. That place in society into which we 
are born, and those duties which are thereby allotted to us, whether 
towards friends or family, or whatever they may be, are by no means a 
work of chance, but the result of our previous Karma; and those duties 
are of such a character that their fulfilment demands from ns a constant 
watchfulness, a perpetual attention to onr tendencies which are ever 
striving to drag ps oat of the right track. I said just now that the rule

* The 1st reading ii a part translated from quotation, tbe 2nd is tbe only tune 
which resemble* it in U a. Besans’s translation.—If. H.
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waa to  all appearance simple, but it j» only so in appearance, for m truth 
it is not at all simple; on the contrary extremely difficult. The difficulty 
in the first place lies in the fact that our natures—our tendencies, in­
clinations, and. general slothfulness—in many respects work against the 
fulfilments of dnty: secondly, that we are not in a position to grasp, or 
survey accurately our sphere of duty either as to quality or quantity; 
on the one side we regard only as duties incumbent upon us, those which 
most directly concern our daily life, our business, our families possibly 
also those of the community and society; on the other side we consider 
that we have done enough, so long as no justifiable remark can be made 
against the manner in which these are performed. It seems tolerably 
clear that this kind of performance of dnty—however worthy it may he
in itself—cannot give that perfection spoken of by Krishna. This_if I
may he permitted to call it so—jrunre fulfilment of dnty. must eventually 
pass into one of complete activity, before it can ever effectively influence 
the work of the transformation of character. That is to say, we must 
first enlarge the sphere of our duties, and then proceed to fulfil those 
which appear to ns as insignificant, quite seriously, not regarding what 
other people may say or think concerning our scrupulous observation of 
them. When l  speak of the expansion of our sphere of dntv. I do not 
mean that we should try to undertake things which are beyond our 
powers and are unsuited to us, because we have an idea that we ought 
to do as others are doing; it is this which Krishna means when he 
says: “  The duty of another t* full of d a n g erBut I mean rather those 
duties which are incumbent upon all of us. in order to counteract our 
selfishness, and make clear to ns the still far from universally accepted 
truth, that humanity is an organism in which we are all brothers, and 
in which we all have consequently duties to fulfil. When this truth is 
once understood, and is perfectly clear and living within ns, our sphere 
of dnty will become so extended, that we shall no longer find satisfaction 
in a life of mere amusement and diversion, for the path of the perfecti­
bility of character will be trodden in full seriousness. In order to be 
able with complete activity to fulfil our duties, it is requisite that we 
should avail ourselves, of all our spiritual, or rather mental faculties. 
To accomplish this, first and foremost a steady and continuous training 
of the w ill is demanded, so that it gains the necessary strength to break 
through all the innumerable obstacles which inevitably place themselves 
in the path of the disciple. And this also demands intellectual develop­
ment, for otherwise how could a person discern, or separate the true from 
the false, or escape the mistakes he would consequently make ; for, in 
ignorance, actions might be performed which would cause injury to 
one’s self as well as the rest of mankind, and which would necessarily 
only increase the sum of evil Karma which has already accumulated. 
There is still another matter to which I should like to draw jour atten­
tion, and which in the formation of character is of greater importance 
than many are aware of. I mean the concentration of thought. It is 
often said in theosophical writings that the western people do not know
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how to think properly—that is to say, we hare not the power of govern* 
ing our thought«, but that rather, on the contrary, they appear to rale 
us. This incapacity on our part renders ns in intellectual and spiritual 
respects, fluctuating and rootless beings, actuated by, and snscepti- 
ble to, all manner of unwholesome influences which in a high degree 
encroach upon our capacities, even when with the best of intentions, we 
work at the ennobling of our characters. It is decidedly of great im­
portance that the methods which are pointed out to us through Theoso- 
phical teachings should be most seriously considered, and whether or 
not we call ourselves Theosophists, we should accustom onrselves to con­
centrate our thoughts steadily upon onr daily duties, our studies, or 
upon whatever we undertake to perform. In this way we shall find our­
selves developing into centres of force, which eventually, with ever in­
creasing power, will be enabled to do good work in the service of Truth 
and Humanity.

Those points which I have sought to emphasize in the character 
development of mature age, are even applicable to the child and its edu­
cation- Attainments are necessary, and good, and ought not to be neg­
lected, where occasion is found to cultivate them ; a modest and unassum­
ing manner is also desirable, but before everything must be placed a 
never-failing observation and respect for the call of duty, aad the train­
ing of the will, by constant exercise, to the custom of concentrating 
thought upon one thing at a time. 31 neh depends also upon the Karma 
of the child, whether it is born of parents who have intelligence and 
capability sufficient to guide its education in the right direction, and it 
is unquestionably the doty of all theosophical parents not to omit this 
special training. Armed with such weapons, the youth or maiden emerg­
ing from childhood, will be able successfully to endure, through the in­
evitable struggle with their own characters, whilst at the same time 
better material is being gathered towards a new and higher foundation, 
the building of which belongs to a period when the old no longer exists 
as such- All effort towards the perfecting of character is in the highest 
degree important to the true Theosophist.

This perfection is not however the goal towards which his gaze is 
directed, bat only a meant, without which this goal is unattainable. 
The aim, or goal of the true Theosophist is the spiritual wisdom, known 
in India as fiaja Toga, the kingly or royal wisdom, and it is this alone 
which opens the gates to the Eternal Heavenly Kingdom, that Holy 
City, into which nothing that is defiled can enter.

The way m long and weary, but he who opens his heart to the Higher 
Self, and learns to listen to its voice, will never need to doubt, but will 
rather gain strength to conquer and vanquish all obstacles, and by 
degrees become partaker of that light which dispels the darkness, and 
which gives to mankind the rights and privileges of the Eternal King­
dom of Spiritual Knowledge.

3L F. H.
Trantlated frc/m the fhoedith by Hat Haig.
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THE PLAGUE AHD ITS CAUSES.
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Kaksic Axb Rs.Meior» Aznxrz.
I T will 1* remembered that daring the prevalence of the plague, net 

only the ignorant »a w * hot many of the priest* aeeo*ed God of 
becoming angry, and composed jnjrtr* in wliklt He was pictured with 
attributes generally applied to that personification of evil called Satan. 
The following fragment* were offend hy a Roman Catholic priest to 
his laity:—

In TrU/tJalv/a.
O Almiglity God! dntjnw, not Thy people who cry unto Tliee in their 

affliction; hut for tlie glory of Thy name, torn away Thine awpx, and help us 
in onr tribulations; through Jesus Chriet Our Lord,—Amen.

In  Time» o f CtdumUy.

0 Lord Jt*n» Christ; holy, immortal God ! have mercy open nr and 
upon all men; purify us by Thy lady Hood; wave us by Thy lioly ¿food, tjow 
and forever,—Amen. -

/»  Time <jf Fo/mm and PenttUnct.
Grant, we beseech Thee, O Lord ! an answer to oar hearty supplication*; 

and, Thy wrath being appealed, tarn away from as this famine, and pestilence, 
tl>at the heart! of men may know tliat these «cowry«« proceed /row» Tkint an/jor 
and cease by Tliy mercy; throogfi Joan Chriat Onr Lord,—Amen.

It is neither God, nor the planets, ranch less the gods presiding 
over them that are angry' with mankind. This view, as well as the 
security derived from the habit of overlooking the physical side, frost­
ing entirely, with folded hands, on the Deity, saying that by fasting one 
will appease the wrath of God, is the offspring of ignorance and fata­
lity, It kills self-reliance. Whether it is the will of God or otherwise, 
will he seen hereafter. For the present, suffice it to say that it is neces­
sary to modify the planetary influence, and this could well he done (a) 
by united unselfish work of the whole nation ; by (t) observing parity 
on all planes ; and (e) by true [not dtarnj religions observances; or, in 
other words, by political, social and religious efforts, no one of which can 
with safety be overlooked.

It will be seen by comparing the positions and movements of the 
planets with the weekly or daily statistics of the plagne, that the heaven­
ly bodies have also something to do—or rather we may say hare more 
to do—with the plague than merely the error» of the Momripal Adminis­
tration.

bet us examine, therefore, the fsnctionsof various placets, in their 
religion* bearing; progressing step by step, from the physical to the 
astrological, and thence to the religwss point of view,

*9
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“  Four winged wheels at each corner . . . .  for the four holy 
ones and their armies (hosts)”  . . . .  says the Book of Dzyan. 
H. P. B, explains them thus:—

“ These are the four Maharajahs, or great Kings of the Dhyan-Chohans 
the Deras who preside, each over one of the four cardinal points. They are 
the Regents or Angels who rule over the Cosmicai forces of North, South, 
East and West, forces having each a distinct occult property. These Beings 
are also connected with Karma, as the latter needs physical and material 
agents to carry out her decrees, such as the fonr kinds of winds, for instance, 
professedly admitted by Science to have their respective evil and beneficent 
influences upon the health of mankind and every living thing. There is 
occult philosophy in that Roman Catholic doctrine which traces the 
various public calamities, such as epidemics of disease, and wars, and so on, 
to the invisible 5 messengers’ from North and West. * The glory of God 
comes from the way of the East.' says Ezekiel; while Jeremiah, Isaiah, and 
the Psalmist assure their readers that all the evil under the Son comes from 
the North and the West—which proposition, when applied to the Jewish 
Katinii sounds like an undeniable prophecy for themselves. And this 
accounts also for St. Ambrose (on Amos. eh. iv.) declaring that it is pre­
cise] v for that reason that * we curse the North wind, and that during the 
ceremony of hapfcfcaw we begin by turning towards the West (sidereal), to 
renounce the better him who inhabits it j after which we turn to the East.’ ” 
—(S. IX, toL 1-, p. 123-23, a  &) Likewise the “ Yendidad” teaches North 
and West to be injurious to mankind.

W e  have seen above that there are four K arm ic gods, presiding 
over the four cardinal points, called “  M aharajahs”  in the “  Secret Doc­
trine.”  According to the “ Bundahish.”  the planet T istar (corresponding 
to  M ercury) is the chieftain of th e E a s t ; Sataves* (corresponding to 
Venus) is the chieftain o f the W e s t : Y anand (corresponding to  Jupiter) 
is  the chieftain o f the S o u th ; and H aptok-ring (corresponding to 
M ars) is the chieftain o f the N orth , each presided over b y  an yazata or 
god. W e  find somewhat sim ilar teaching' in Buddhism , according to 
w hich :— Yaishvanara (yellow ) presides in  th e N o r th : D hritarishtza  
(W h ite) presides in  the E a st; Y irudhaka (G reen) presides in the Sooth : 
and Yirnpaksha (R ed) presides in  the W e st.

The “  Secret Doctrine” teaches th at ~ It is not the * Rector’ or ‘ Maha­
rajah* who punishes at rewards, with or without * God’s permission at order, 
boa man himself—his deeds or Karma, attracting, individually and collertively 
(as in the case of whale natrons sometimes), every kind o f evil and calamity. 
We produce Carsss, and thee awaken the corresponding powers  in the 
sidereal world; which powers are magneticaliy and irresistibly attracted to— 
and reurt upon—three who produced these cau ses; whether such persons are 
practically dm evil-doers, or simply Thinkers who brood mischief.”—(S. D, 
toL L, p. 134, a. c.)

C rctic  A -?  i  rr.

The same Doctrine farther icnrhes that ~ every evens of universal 
importance, such as geological cataclysms as the oad  o f one race and

* la ZM-$uazxB_ X—I f  dm S och st a sm s ¡E assigned is S ian a
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the beginning of a new one, involving a great change each time in man­
kind, spiritual, moral and physical, is pre-cogitated and preconcerted, 
so to say, in the sidereal regions of our planetary system. Astrology is 
built wholly upon this mystic and intimate connection between the 
heavenly bodies and mankind; and it is one of the great secrets of 
initiation and Occult mysteries.”—(“ The Secret Doctrine,”  vol. II., 
p. 500).

Now what is said of a major cycle is true also for a minor cycle. 
We have just passed a minor cycle of 5,000 years. According to the 
Times of India Calendar, the Kaliyuga commenced on the 18th February 
3101 B.C. The first 5,000 years, therefore, must end on 17th February 
1899. But as the Christian calendar was imperfect till the Julian 
period, the dates are misleading. H. P. B. gives 7th February 1897, 
as the end of the first 5,000 years of the Black Age, which we can take 
as more reliable. Now compare the figures of deaths which took place 
in Bombay in the first week of February 1897 with the above date: it is 
the highest record. Bombay has at least, therefore, realized what was 
said seven years ago by our Teacher. She wrote in December 1890 in 
L u cifer:—

“  Woe to us, men and races bora in the tad-end of the present and most 
dreadful cycle! Mystics and Theosophists, think that the world will be 
living for the next decade over a volcano. For the year 1891 is the eldest son 
of the last Septenary in the said cycle. On February 17th next, will com­
mence the last series of seven years which will close the first cycle of 5,000 
years of Kaliyuga—the ' Black Age’ of the Hindu Brahmins. Thus, in troth, 
neither the blessings nor the corses of men can influence, let alone alter, the 
Karma of the nations and men which they have generated in their respective 
pasts. Bat people are blind to this truth. They see the decrees of retribu­
tive sentences carried out in the marshalling of public events, bat. refuse, 
iMwpwheless, to comprehend their ms» ran ses.”  How true!

How our Karma manifests in relation to the eycKe law is very well 
explained by the same revered lady in her monumental work; ~ The 
Secret Doctrine’* (vol L, pp. 641-43):—

“  There is a predestination in the geological life of our globe, as in the 
history, past and future, of races and nations. This is closely connected with 
what we call Karma, and Weston Rmiheists, ‘  Nemesis’ and ‘  Cycles.’ 
The law of evolution is now carrying es along the ascending arc of our cycle, 
when the ejects wSi be once more rt-uapf imio, and re-become the (bow neu­
tralized) causes, and all thing;? aneesedfcy the former will hate regained their 
original harmony. This will be the cybe of our special ' fictn i’ a naeraest 
in the duration of the great cycle, or the MaJtmyngu. . . .  Bat these cycles 
—wheels within wheels, so cw y t oaK reh and g-— ©| by
the various Manns and in T̂ dh, and fay the Kafairi in the West—
do uolafeei uU wtaulrrud aiome mad ibe mute time. . . .  Hence, as we sea, 
the diUk-nby of comprehending and faerw=gn with j®.
gard to their spiritual and physical escs. without JavisgthortcrilymaseT- 
ed dsor relations with, aid actions zzos. the respeesrre -gsr—.-r - gg ranees 
and races, in their destroy and erebska This *y-gj*a m w a he compre­
hended u the spiritual acose of these prrnd~ jr  rrfluinf. so to say. by
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thus the source o f disease and pain or  otherwise. The ignoi’ance 
about the nature o f  this etheric b ody  and the corresponding tattva, is the 
cause o f the failure o f the scientific authorities to  find out the principle 
by which the plague was spreading. W h y  th ey  have failed  to drive 
away the plague as soon as they desired, is because th ey  looked to the 
surface, they looked to the physical b od y  on ly , not know ing the 
nature o f the ethereal body w hich  is  the prim ary  seat o f the dis­
order, o f  the etheric sheath w hich is the true p layground o f all thoughts. 
I f  we could succeed in keeping th is inner b o d y  pure and unaffected—  
pure by pure food, and unaffected b y  ev il influence o f  any kind, whether 
planetary or otherwise, internal or  external, w h eth er created in this 
life or in  any previous lives, w e w ou ld  be p lague-proof.

A uric A spect.
W h ile  dealing with the astral body, in  its  relation  to the plague, 

we m ust not lose sight o f another m edium  in  ourselves, w hich  might 
become helpful at such a time, nam ely, the lchureh, o r  aura, as it is 
called in the Theosophical literature. A  stu dy o f  th is m agnetic light 
w hich is emanating not only from  every  hum an body, bu t even from  
every thing, w ill show, as Miss M arie A . W a lsh  r ig h tly  observes, that 
“ TheHuman Aura does not appeal solely to m ystics and those transcend- 
ently inclined; it has a very practical bearing upon the ills o f life, for it 
prepares the way to a medical system based upon the true nature of the 
individual and his correlation with the planetary forces crystallized in 
herb and mineral, and which are m ost closely akin to that nature. Apart 
from the promise it contains of another special w ork on the matter, the pass­
age relating to Disease Auras merits thorough study. It  is fu ll o f clews, 
which, carried out to complete development, w ill reveal the cause o f disease, 
and he who knows the true cause knows also the cure.”

“ The first o f these [auras]—beginning with the lowest and most material,”  
says Mr. Leadbeater,— “ is the one which we must suppose appertains most to 
the physical body. It is sometimes called the health-aura, from  the fact that 
its condition is greatly affected by the health o f the physical body to which 
it is attached. It  is almost colourless, and has the appearance o f being 
striated: that is, it is full of, or perhaps it m ight rather be said to be 
composed of, an infinitude of straight lines radiating evenly in all directions 
from the body. That at least is the normal condition o f these lines when the 
body is in perfect health; they are separate, orderly, and as nearly 
parallel as their radiation allow s; but on the advent o f disease there is an 
instant change, the lines in the neighbourhood o f the part affected becoming 
erratic, and lying about in all directions in the wildest confusion.”  (Theoso­
phist, vol. xvii, p. 135.)

M r. Sinnett in  his valuable b o o k  “  T h e  G row th  o f  th e  Sou l,”  further
ob serves:—

“  One very important and interesting circum stance connected with the 
Jivic aura is, that to a certain extent it seems to  be under the control of the 
will. A t  all events, people far advanced enough in  psychic development to 
see it, and others even who cannot see it, but who are intellectually advanced 
enough to comprehend it, can control its radiation, prevent its dispersion
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beyond the limits of their own aura, and gather it on the external periphery 
of this, so to speak, in such a way that it forms a kind of wall or shell 
around them, that greatly enhances its protective effect, and may render it 
impervious to any kind of astral or elemental influence as long as the effort 
of the will is maintained. In  this way an occultist may pass into the most 
infected atmosphere with perfect impunity. And here, perhaps, I  may 
venture to attempt a little practical recipe for the benefit of those intuitive 
enough to appreciate its significance, and thus qualified to profit by the hint.
The phrase, ‘ an effort of will,’ is, of course, very vaguo and indefinite.
The difficulty is to translate the want or desire for a certain result into the 
operative energy of that mysterious power residing within the human being, 
which we call the w ill ; and the first thing to do is to help that closely allied 
faculty, loosely described as the imagination, to picture before itself, clearly, 
the object to be gained. This may be done by any one whoso imagination 
at all transcends the limits of commonplace ignorance and incredulity con­
cerning the unseen, in the following way. Let the person who desires to 
protect himself by a magnetic shell inhale a deep breath, and slowly breathe 
it out, picturing in his own imagination that he is—as indeed in very truth 
he is doing— throwing out a cloud of magnetic Jiva. Let him imagine this 
clinging to the external limits of the aura around him, spreading over it as 
water might spread in a thin film over a surface,and clinging more and more 
tenaciously with each exhalation of the breath. A  person" who does that 
with fu ll belief in the efficacy of the process, whether such belief is derived 
from  his own observation or from the intelligent appreciation of cvidenco 
on the subject, produces a definite result, and becomes protected for a timo 
both from  disease germs and from disagreeable influences on the astral plane. 
The protection, however, is likely to wear off in a little while—in ten minutes 
or a quarter of an hour— unless sustained by renewed thought directed to 
its maintenance.”

Sufficient has been quoted above from the writings of persons who have 
made the aura their special and practical study. It  will be seen that 
the lines o f  the aura rem ain straight in the norm al condition of a healthy 
m an ; w h ile  in  fear, the lines having been confused, the aura becomes 
the cause attracting  the surrounding evil influences, and it is no wonder 
that m any a person m ay have become a v ictim  to the plague by giving 
w ay prim arily  to  fear only.

A ccord in g  to  the A vastd, cities and regions have their auras; and 
we are n ot fa r  w ron g  in  considering that m ost probably the aura of any 
particu lar c ity , surcharged as it  is by the pure or impure Karma of its 
inhabitants, can  also help  in attracting or repelling the influence of the 
planets. I f  the people w ere religious,— religious in the true sense of the 
w ord, and not superstitious and hypocrites, w ho are often called religious 
a t present— then their unselfish Karma m ight help in modifying the effect 
w h ich  is to  m anifest on  this plane ; their rituals and ceremonies then 
w ou ld  produce, perhaps, som e effect on the 1 Invisible Higher Powers’ 
w hich  th ey  try  to  invoke. W e  hardly expect anything good from the 
so-called  prayers o f  people w ho perpetually th ink  o f material things 
leaving  th e  sp iritual existence to the spiritual Beings alone. The minds 
o f  such persons rem ain material and can hardly  touch tho spiritual



536 T h e T h e o so p h is t . [June

Being's. W lio  devotes a sin g le  h ou r  d a ily  in  try in g  to  grasp  wlm t the 
oth er existence is ? W h o  tries to  know- w h a t th e  H ig h e r  B ow el’s m ay be ? 
H ave w e any cla im , then, to  in vok e  th ese  P ow ers at the hour o f need, 
a fter  n o t  carin g  a  jo t  fo r  Them  fo r  th e  w h ole  o f  ou r  life  u n til then ?

l io w  in  con clu sion  w e m ay say  th a t D r. Y e r s in ’s plague-serum  may 
possib ly  p rotect one ’s body  from  th e  p la gu e  fo r  th is  life  on ly  ;— although 
it has been experim ented upon a m o n g  a  class o f  p eop le  least affected by 
the p lague, and at a tim e w h en  i t  began  to  declin e— bu t as the 
p lague is th e  effect o f  a p rev iou s cau se, so  fa r  as th e  cause is not 
rem oved  th e  e ffect w ill m anifest in  a n y  o th e r  fo rm  a t any tim e in a 
fu tu re  incarnation . W e  m ust n o t  b e  so  n a rrow -m in d ed  as to think of 
th is  life  on ly  : i f  w e are— i.e., i f  o u r  sou ls a re— eternal, th en  w e must 
th in k  o f  etern ity , and take m easures to  p ro te c t  ou rse lves  from  any 
p lagu e in  any fu tu re  life , b y  a b sta in in g  fr o m  cre a tin g  a n y  new  cause or 
sow in g  the seeds o f  p lague b y  e v il th o u g h ts , e v il  w ord s  and ev il deeds. 
L e t  us con tro l, train  and p u rify  o u r  th o u g h ts , w o rd s  an d  deeds. V ery  
fe w  th in k  h ow  w e w aste our en ergy  d u r in g  th e  cou i'se  o f  ou r  w hole  life 
in  the form  o f  th ou gh ts  w h ich  are  u seless, w o rd s  w h ich  are in jurious to 
oth ers, and deeds neith er beneficial to  ou rse lv es  n o r  to  any one else, and 
w aste ou r life , w h ich  can very  a p p ro p r ia te ly  b e  ca lled — Avatarbhrashta!

L et us d irect ou r  th ou gh ts to w a rd  th e  r ig h t  p a th , t h e n ; let us 
w ork  in  h arm on y  w ith  the D aen, th e  u n iversa l L a w ; le t  us acquire 
r igh t k n ow led ge  o f  th a t Law  ; le t  us o b e y  th a t g re a t  L a w , th a t w e may 
n ot su ffer in  fu ture.

I f  w e w ish  to  be  free  in fu tu re  fr o m  an y  p la gu e , ep id em ic  o r  disease, 
le t  us observe, n ot b y  lip  serv ice  b u t  b y  a ltru ism , th e  n o b le  rules laid 
dow n  b y  ou r D iv in e  M asters in  s tr ic t  ob ed ien ce  to  o u r  conscience. Let 
us keep ou r  m in d  pure b y  pure th o u g h ts  ; le t  u s k eep  o u r  b o d y  pure by 
pu re  fo o d  and pu re  w ater ; let ,jcis k eep  o u r  h ou ses p u re  b y  ob serv in g  the 
ru les o f  clean liness ; let us keep o u r  streets  p u re  b y  sw eep in g  and sprink­
lin g  ; le t  us keep ou r  c ity  pure b y  p ea ce  a n d  h a rm o n y  ; le t  us keep our 
co u n try  pu re  b y  agricu ltu re  a n d  cu lt iv a t io n  ; le t  us k eep  th e  w orld  
pu re  b y  h on esty  and truth fu lness ; le t  us k eep  th e  u n iverse  pure by 
fillin g  it  w ith  D iv in e  L ove— an d  th e re  sh a ll b e  n o  p la g u e  in  future, 
even  i f  th e  p lan ets again  take su ch  p o s it io n  as th e y  h a v e  don e  n o w ; as 
th ere  w ill  then  be no ev il in  store  f o r  th e m  to  p ro p e l tow a rd s  us, but 
a ll w ill be  goodness.

N a s a e y a n j i  F . B il im o k ia .



THE UNION OF THREE BUDDHIST NATIONS.
N  idea, lon g  entertained by friends o f Southern Buddhism, has

ju st been  form ally  broached by that cultured Prince of Siam, 
P risdan  C hoom sai, w h o rocontly exchanged his splendid worldly con­
dition  fo r  th a t o f  a hum ble Bhiklcu o f the Ceylon Sanglin. It was 
m ain ly  at his earnest request that l  recently w ent to Ceylon to help the 
B u d d h ist com m u n ity  to receive His M ajesty , the K ing of Siam, at 
C olom bo, on  h is w ay  to  Europe. The P rince-P riest drafted a petition 
to  H is M a jesty , to  send a deputation of the m ost learned and virtuous 
Siam ese m onks, to re form  the Sangha, g ive  a now  ordination to such as 
m igh t w ish  it, and co-operate w ith the m ost respected Buddhist monks 
and laics, to  draw  the Buddhists of Burm a into a tripartite religions 
alliance w ith  those o f  C eylon  and Siam, under the ecclesiastical jui'isdic- 
tion  o f  the Sanghara ja  o f Siam , and the roya l patronage o f his M ajes­
ty , w h o is n ow  the on ly  independent roigning Buddhist sovereign in the 
w orld . T h is  n ob le  p ro je ct  is, o f course, quite outside the sphoro of 
p o lit ics— a sim ple  relig iou s union for the consolidation and roform of 
Sou th ern  B u d d h ism  bein g  alone contemplated. The scheme o f Princo 
P risdan  is w ise and statesm anlike, and but for  a certain unpleasant 
in cid en t con n ected  w ith  the K in g ’s visit to  the famous Tem plo o f the 
T o o th -R e lic , w h en  an affront was put upon him by a single half- 
W e s te m ize d  K a n d ya n  noble, the projoct m ight have been almost 
rea lized  w ith in  the tim e o f  the King’s three days’ visit to the island.

T h e  P r in ce -P r ie s t ’s schem e is, that, in v ie w o f the petty differences and 
estrangem ents w h ich  have sprung up since the overthrow  o f the Kand­
ya n  th ron e, the ex is tin g  N ikayas (sects o r  brothorhoods) should all be 
re -orga n ized  in to  one N ikaya, acknowledging the religious supremacy of 
th e  R o y a l H ig h  P riest o f  Siam  j but th a t the seniority o f Bhikkus 
u n der th e  e x is tin g  U pasam padas (ordinations) should be recognized as 
fix in g  th e  o rd er  o f  sen iority  in the proposed new Nikaya. The plan 
seem s b oth  p ra ctica l and adm irable because, w h ile  it provides for  the 
c lo s in g  o f  a ll gaps, hea lin g  o f  all dissonsions, and restoration of indispon- 
sable d isc ip lin a ry  a u th ority  to  a common, recognized religious chief, it 
gu aran tees to  each  in d iv idu a l monk of the three nations, tho rank ho is 
en titled  to , a cco rd in g  to  the rules of Vi n Ay a (m onastic government).

W h e n  th e  P r in ce -P r iest explained h is schem e to mo and asked my 
h e lp  fo r  ca rry in g  it  ou t, I  consented with pleasure. Should His M ajesty 
a p p rove  it, I  sh a ll be  qu ite  ready to go to  B urm a and lay tho matter 
b e fo re  a con v en tion  o f  the Burmese High P riests at Mandalay, as I did, 
su ccess fu lly , th e  question  o f  the adoption o f  Fourteen Fundamental 
P rop os ition s  w h ich  n ow  benignly link th e  N orthern  and Southern 
B u d d h ists , fo r  th o  first tim o in history.

4
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T im  pubtm  interests ai’O a ll arrayed o n  o n o  Hide, w ith  n o th in #  to  
oppose thorn hilt tionaidoration i o f  porNotuil v a n ity  a n d  iiiN tin olivo  revolt, 
o f  iiiisdcn ioin iing m oults a g a in st an a u th o r ity  l ik e ly  to  b r in g  them  to 
iioootinf and su b je c t  them  to  iliN cipIino. N o i t l i r r t h o  I’ H n e o -l ’ H ost nor 
I, doooivo  ou rse lv es  ilN to th o  d if f ic u lty  o f  th o  tank, b u t  Htill, w o think 
the ob jo o t ho g ra n d  th at wo 111*0 w i l l in g  to  talco a n y  a m o u n t  o f  trou b le  
for  ith Hake*.

W h en  the King* o f  S iam  b a d e  ino good-bye, tho o fell or d a y , on  the 
jo l ty ,  at I 'o lo m b o , ho pnm iisod t o  g iv e  th o  q u u n tion  fu ll 00 ns ideration, 
at. tho siuno tim e  Haying, h ow ev er , th a t  it w o u ld  b e  a  v e r y  h ard  th in g  
to iieooinpliNh. I n atu ra lly  iiiinwoithI that, Minot t h o  S in h a le s e  llu d - 
dhists had been actually persuaded t o  fo u n d  11101*0 th a n  a n  hundred 
hoIiooIh fo r  the udurntion o f  th e ir  o h ild ru n , His Majesty w o u ld  see  th a t 
thin o th e r  tuNk was seum oly a u ioro  d if f ic u lt  o n e . A n d  t h is  is m y  eaitdid 
op in ion . In fart, k n ow in g , oh 1 d o , th e  intense religious s p ir it  o f  the 
Bvu'inoso B u ddh ists, I feel as i f  th e  a c c o m p l is h m e n t  o f  t h o  P rin oo- 
1‘ rieHt’H p ro je c t  in fa r  m ore fe a s ib le  th a n  th o  s c h o o l  project o f  C ey lon , 
now  ho com p le te  a aucuosN, wiin, w h e n  1 Hint broiiobod it in  th o  year 1880.

T h e  tex t o f  the addross o f  th e  H u d d h is t  o o m in u n it y  o f  Coylon— 
m ain ly  d ra fted  by  m y » t l f—-w ill s h o w  o u r  renders t h o  popular view 
taken o f  th e  su b je c t  o f  th o  In te rn a tio n a l Religious C o m p a r t  which w o 
aid discussing. U p  t o  the tim e  o f  m y  le a v in g  t h o  island, May 3rd, 
m ini) than on e  h u n d red  po in d s  o f  th e  A m a r a p o o m  soot, including the 
learned W . Subliuti an d  o th er  H ig h  Priests, h a d  s ig n e d  t h o  p e t it io n  t o  
the K in g , iiHking f o r  r t -o rd in a tio n , a n d  there was th e n  o v e r y  proRpoot 
o f  th e  m ovem en t ex ten d in g  t o  th o  existing* S ia m  Nikaya, o f  w h ich  
11. H uinuuguln, l ’ m dhiinu S th u v ira , is tho shining ornament.

H. S. 0 .
F o llo w in g  is  th e  address in  question :—

M ay I t P i.kanh Y o im  M ajesty,
Thu iimlci'Higiu'd, a (lonoval C om in ittn o  rep i*esonting  th o  B u d d h ist 

pi'iimtH and lnyinen oil Coylon, uud d u ly  o lioson  a t  a  public m eetin g  at 
C olom bo, re» poet fu lly  olFei* to  Y o u r  M a je s ty  a  h e a r t fe lt  an d  jo y fu l 
welcom e to thin ancient cradle-land o f  B u d d h ism , m ad e  h o ly  b y  the tou ch  o f 
the lotus foot o f  tho T atiiaoata and b y  tb o  residence o f  m an y  h o ly  A ra h a tt  
in different) centurion. W o offer o u r  h o m a g e  to  th o  la st in d ep en d en t re ign ­
ing Buddhist sovereign  and pray Y o u r  M a jesty  t o  g r a n t  th o  b le ss in g  o f  
your Kyiiipatby and kind aid in th e  w o rk  fo r  th o  re v iv a l and p u r ifica t io n  o f  
Buddhism  in this Island, which w o h avo boon  c u r r y in g  on  those past th ir ty -  
flve yotivs w ith encou ragin g  success.

A ll B uddhist nations honour Y o u r  M a jes ty  f o r  y o u r  m e m o ra b le  and m ost 
praisew orthy w*ork, o f pu blish in g  th e  T r ip itn k a s  in th ir ty -n in e  b ou n d  
v o lu m es ; thus protecting  tho S iam ese v e rs io n  fr o m  e v e r y  o v i l  o lm n co  am i 
Accident, nod g iv in g  the host p ro o f o f  y o u r  in terest in  PiUi literature. T h o  
Sinhalese have liad the further s t r ik in g  p ro o fs  o f  Y o u r  M a je s ty ’s k in dn ess, 
in your g ifts  for  religious edu ca tion  a n d  th o  r e s to ra t io n  o f  uu u u n cu t 
Pfegobu ut AnurAdlitipui'u,
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I*m m  (V y lo n  th e  A rva-lihurtnu  of tin- l lu o n n v  w on exten ded  (o  S iam  a n d  
B u rm a . an il in o u r  tamo o f  p o litica l upheaval a m i r e lig io n «  d i i t i r m  S ia m  
VO]mi11 h e r  «lolit o f  g r u t ilm lo  b y  sending un h e r  m o s t  learned  a n d  p io u s  
b h ik sh tts  t o  In’lp  to  roR toro o u r  religion  a n d  r e v iv e  th o  co u ra g e  a n d  th o  
c h e r t s  o f  o n r  s c a tte r e d  p r ie sth o o d . At another t im e  w e  roco ived  lik o  s is te r ly  
hiil fro m  B u rm a , S o  o u r  th ro e  nation» are l in k e d  to g e th e r  hy tho Rtrongoab 
a n d  p u r e s t  o f  in te rn a t io n a l t ie s—*that o f  a co m m o n  re lig io n »  in terest. T h e y  
are, in  fn c t, th r e e  a isters  w h o  have kept p u r e  th e  p r im itiv e  te a ch in g »  o f  
Itvnm iA , ivh f in a lly  fix e d  and  de fin ed  by  the V a is a li  C o u n c il o f  th o  K in poror 
D h u rn m so k o , B u t . w h ile  th ro u g h  political c h a n g e s , C ey lon  a n d  Hurtnn 
h ave  b e e n  d e p r iv e d  o f  th e  R o y a l P rotectors o f  th e ir  Sanghna, S iam  ia » t ill 
in  p o sse ss io n  o f  th is  in e s tim a b le  h le»»ing i w h ile  th e ir  S an gh ara jan  h a v e  
lo s t  th e ir  p r o p e r  a u th o r ity  o v e r  th eir Sanghns, h a p p ie r  S iam  h as s t ill  h er 
K cclea iaa tica l C o u n c il  in  u n w cu k ctied  u a th or ity , a n d  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  h er 
G r a c io u s  S o v e r e ig n , ca n  e n fo r c e  d iscip line a n d  g u a r d  th o  p e o p le  a g a in st  th o  
e v i ls  o f  s c e p t ic is m  a n d  d is u n io n . T h e  visit o f  Y o u r  M oat G r a c io u s  M a je s ty  
w o u ld  1m fo r e v e r  m e m o r a b le  in  C eylon  h is t o r y  i f  it  s h o u ld  re su lt  in  a  
u n illeu tion  o f  th e  B u d d h is ts  o f  th e  three »iator n a t io n s  u n d e r  on e  in tern ation *  
n l K c c lo » i« s t in i l  C o u n c il  w ith  Y o u r  M a je s ty 's  a u g u s t  p a tro n a g e  a n d  p r o ­
tection «  T h is  w o u ld  b o  a  fu r m o r e  noble m o n u m e n t  t o  y o u r  m e m o ry  th an  
u n y th a t  c o u ld  h e  b u i l t  b y  us. T h e G e n e ra l C o m m itte e , y o u r  h u m b le  
m e m o r ia lis ts , s p e a k in g  o n  b e h a lf  o f  tho S in h a le s e  B u d d h is ts , p ra y  Y o u r  
M a je s ty  to  g iv e  th is  s e r io u s  Spiesbion tho co n s id e r a t io n  w h io li its  im p o r ta n ce  
d e se rv e s , a n d  t o  e a rn  th o  e te r n a l g ratitu d e  o f  o n r  p e o p le  h y  co -o p o r a t in g  
w ith  o u r  b e s t  l ib ik s b u s  a m i d flya k a s  in p e r fe c t in g  a p lan  fo r  its  rea lisa tion . 
W e  a re  f o u n d in g  m a n y  s c h o o ls  fo r  tho e d u c a t io n  o f  o u r  ch ild r e n  u n d e r  
B u d d h is t ic  a u sp icoS ) p u b l is h in g  b o o k s  and jo u r n a ls ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g in g  th o  
sp re a d  a n d  d e e p e n in g  o f  th o  re lig io u s  s p ir it  a m o n g  us. B u t  w ith o u t  th o  
lo v in g  h e lp  a n d  s y m p a th y  o f  o u r  co*re lig ion is ts  o f  S ia m  a n d  B u rm a , w o  find  
th o  w u y  o b s t r u c t e d  b y  m a n y  d il l icu l! ics, th a t m ig h t  b o  re m o v e d  i f  th o  th ree  
n a t io n s  w o r e  c lo s e ly  u n ite d  in  th o  com m on  w o r k .

A s  h u m b le  g i f t s ,  w o  o i le r  Y o u r  M a jesty  t w o  c o p ie s  o f  th is  flag , th e  pro* 
p e r  U n iv e r s a l  S y m b o l  o f  B u d d h is m , os  its  c o lo r s  a re  th o  six  b r ig h t  ra y s—* 
th o  B u d d h a r a n s i— w h ic h  s tr e a m e d  from  th o  b o d y  o f  th e  T a t h a u a t a  w ith  
e x tr e m e  s p le n d o u r  w h e n  h o  b e ca m e  Buddha a n d  w h e n  h e  p assed  in to  1‘ ari* 
n irv flu a . A s  th e  C r o s s  is  th e  co m m o n  sy m b o l f o r  a ll C h r is t ia n s , s o  th is  F la g  
o f  th o  S ix  H a y s , w i l l  s e r v o  as th o  n o n -p o lit ica l, m o s t  a p p ro p r ia te  s y m b o l  o f  
a ll Buddhist s c h o o ls , s o o ts  a n d  n ation s. B e g in n in g  in  C e y lo n , it  h a s  sp re a d  
t o  gFapun a m i B u r m a , w h e r e  it  is  flown on to iu p lo s  a n d  h ou ses  on  th e  d a y  o f  
Y o s ilk h a  l 'u n n a m i ,  a n d  is  c u r r ie d  in  re lig iou s  p r o c e s s io n s  w ith  o th e r  re lig io u s  
flags a n d  w ith  th o  ro y a l  in s ig n ia . W e  pray Y o u r  M a je s ty  to  g r a c io u s ly  c o n ­
s e n t  t o  its  a d o p t io n  a n d  p r o te c t io n  in  Siam  a s  t h o  B u d d h is t  (la g , so  th a t th o  
(h r o o  n a t io n s  m a y , o n  th e  d a y s  o f  re lig iou s  o b s e r v a n c e  a n d  n a tion a l h o lid a y , 
m a r c h  a n d  w o r s h ip  u n d e r  th o  su m o em blem  o f  th o  F o u n d e r  o f  th e ir  r o li-  
g io n .

I t  is  o u r  d e s ir e  a n d  in te n t io n  to  fu r th e r  k e e p  u liv o  th o  m e m o ry  o f  Y o u r  
M a je s t y ’s  f ir s t  v i s i t  t,o C o y lo n , b y  fo u n d in g  a n d  e n d o w in g  un O rp h a n a g e  f o r  
p a re n t le s s  B u d d h is t  c h i ld r e n  a n d , w ith  p e rm iss io n , c u l l in g  it  b y  Y o u r  M a je s ­
t y 's  R o y a l  n a m e ,

i n v o k i n g  u p o n  Y o u r  M o s t  G ra c io u s  M a je s ty  th o  b le s s in g  o f  the T r i-R u t«  
na, a n d  a long, a  happy and a g lo r io u s  reign.
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W e are, Sire, Your Most Gracious M ajesty's co-religionists 

and obedient, humble servants.

His M ajesty ’ s  R eply ,

His Majesty then rose, and after replying to the Buddhists in 
Pali, made the following remarks in English:—

I will only add that whatever yon may desire me to do toward 
the cause of the holy religion of onr Lord, as well as toward the 
general existence and convenience of yon all who profess the same faith 
as I do, shall receive my fullest consideration (‘"Sadu”). And I once 
more thank you ¿for the very kind words you have said of myself and 
for your elaborate reception, which can only be the outcome of a troe 
heart. May the Triple Gem lead your thoughts to good results (“Sadu”).

TH E  P R O P H E T IC  C H A R A C T E R  O F  H . P . B *

T7EAB after year has rolled on since the exit of H. P. B’s soul from its 
JL last Russian tabernacle Five times has onr “ debt immense of end­

less gratitude” been paid to her by us on the occasion of her preceding 
anniversaries. It is not my purpose therefore to enter to-day into the 
details of her past life nor do I mean to explain why this day is denomi­
nated White Loins Day, as I and others, have shown that the symbols 
of the Lotus and the egg stand for the universe, the manifested aspect of 
God. as is evident from the words, Hiranyagarbha (the golden eg g ), 
and or Adhara (the lotus), and that the white color represents the
spotless purity, while the Bed lotus stands for Kama or passions. 
Xor do I mean to here descant upon the manifold good that has been 
do*>e by the Russian lady in this incarnation of hers, as I dwelt 
upon it in my last year’s paper: but we find we still have something to 
say of her. For, bo many-sided was she that it may be impossible to do 
fall justice to her manifold aspects in even many years to come. Verily 
has she been regarded as the sphynx of the nineteen century. From the 
recent accounts of her as disclosed by her devoted and true disciple, Mrs. 
Besant, H. P. B. is preparing herself with a new dress—a dress which 
will strike home to the hearts of all Hindus, whether orthodox or 
heterodox. She is, it seems, preparing her new garment of a Brahmin 
boy, for the forthcoming campaign of spirituality at the end of this 
century which she was all along prophesying.

Therefore in this paper I mean to present some points in her past 
life which show her prophetic character. By prophet we mean one who 
is able to foretell events long before their occurrence, and for which no 
human reasoning or astrological computations c*n avaiL Through the 
aid of introvisión, some are able to dive into nature’s secrets. Ac­
cording to the Hindu doctrine, the concepts, of time past, present and 
future are but the offshoots of onr conditioned or illusory mind Hence

• uBead es IfhijEe L e m  D ay, b y  K . 5  Aiyer. at S he isarosa;



1897.] The Prophetic Character o f H . P. B. 541

to a true Jnani who has risen above the limitations of space and time, the 
past, present and future events of our* present no barriers between them, 
but one panorma. of vision with no darkness at either end. But it should 
be remembered that even amongst those Jivanmukfas or emancipated 
beings, there exist some limitations of space and time, though unlike to 
ours. It is only in the case of Videbamnktas who have thrown off all 
trammels of matter, that all limitations cease to exist. By a true Jnani, I 
do not mean either, men who have merely assimilated in their brains 
some Vedantic doctrines, but those who have cognized by Aparoksha 
or direct realization the Atma or Self within themselves. Such alone 
can predict things that will occur in the distant future or have 
occurred in the far past. By reading “  The Secret Doctrine” it will be 
fonnd that many are the predictions that are given ont by H. P. B. as 
realizable in the future.

Of these I mean to select some only which have been already realized. 
Let me first take Mesmerism and Hypnotism; it may be within the 
memory of all who have been studying the literature on this subject that 
Mesmerism was greatly in disfavor with the general public some twenty 
vears ago: so much so that when, later on, the public had to believe in 
phenomena commonly classed under the heading or mesmerism, they bap­
tised it with a new name, v iz .. Hypnotism. Noticing this aversion on 
the part of the public, to Mesmerism, H. P. B. predicted, twenty or 
more years ago, that the public would begin to believe in it, later on, 
in another guise, and that under the cover of that art, many disgraceful 
and immoral scenes would be enacted, riz., bringing weak-willed persons 
under the clutches of strong-willed ones who will, through that influence, 
make an unscrupulous use of their powers. 1 need not tell you how, 
in European countries, many mediums are made by their mesmerisms 
to do things which the former could not have even dreamt of in their 
normal moments. Under that influence men are asked to commit 
murder, to execute documents and sign statements which, in their sane 
moments they would abhor. This furnishes one example of her prophetic 
character.

Passing from this subject to another, v iz -, the civilizations of India 
and Egypt, and their respective periods, &c., we find there is an utter 
variance between the conclusions of our modern professor* and those of 
H . P. B. Her version is that the civilization of Egypt dates back to a 
remote antiquity, and originated in India, the India of archaic days. 
Therefore it will be evident that occultism assigns the civilization of 
Egypt to prehistoric days. To quote Is is  U nveiled, vol. L p. 515— 
*' How came Egypt bj her knowledge r When broke the dawn of that 
civilization whose wondrous perfection is suggested by the bits and 
fragments supplied to us by the archaelogists ? Alas, the lips of Mem non 
are silent and no longer utter miracles ; the Sphyux has become a 
greater riddle in her speech!essacg than was the enigma propounded to 
CEdipos.**
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A s regards th e  cou n try  from  w h ich  E g y p t  d er iv ed  h er  civilization , 
^he says thus (Isis Unveiled, vo l. I., p a g e  5 8 9 )— “  I t  is on  the strength 
o f such circum stantia l evidence— th a t o f  reason  a n d  lo g ic — that we af­
firm that i f  E g y p t  furn ished G reece  w ith  h e r  c iv iliz a tio n  and the lat­
ter bequeathed h er ’s to R om e, E g y p t  h e rse lf  h a d  in th ose  unknow n ages 
when M enes reigned , received h er  law s, h er  soc ia l in stitu tion s , her arts 
and her sciences from  P re -V ed ic  In d ia  ; an d  th a t  th ere  it  is , in  that old 
in itia trix  o f  th e  priests— adepts o f  a ll th e  o th e r  cou n tr ies— we m ust 
seek fo r  the k ey  to  the great m y ster ies  o f  h u m a n ity . A n d  w hen  we 
say in d iscrim in ately  Ind ia , we d o  n o t  m ean  th e  In d ia  o f  ou r  m odern 
days bu t th a t o f  tb e  archaic period . In  th o se  a n cien t tim es, countries 
w h ich  are n ow  know n to  us by  o th er  nam es w ere  a ll c a lle d  India. Thera 
w as an U p p er, a L ow er, a W estern  In d ia , th e  la tte r  o f  w h ich  is now  
Persia , Iran . T h e  countries n ow  n a m ed  T ib e t , M o n g o lia  an d  Great 
T artary  w ere a ll considered b y  th e  a n cien t w r ite rs  as In d ia .”

F rom  India , H . P . B . h as e ited  in fe re n tia l p ro o fs  on ly  in her 
w o r k ; b u t she says that the d ire c t  p r o o fs  o f  som e o f  h e r  doctrines 
w ill be  forth com in g  by the end o f  th is  c y c le  o f  5 ,0 0 0  years . “  W hen 
th e  end o f  it  is reached , m uch th a t  is  c o w  u n k n o w n  w ill h ave  been 
revealed  ; th e  earth itse lf w ill g iv e  u p  th e  secre ts  o f  th e  past, in  ign or­
ance o f  w h ich  ou r day  has laughed  a t  th e  a n cien ts  ; th e  fra te rn ity  w ill 
cause ‘ acciden ta l d iscoveries ’ o f  m a n u scr ip ts  a n d  o b je c ts , th e  finding
o f  w h ich  w ill m ak e  m any a th e o lo g ia n  q u a k e ........................”  T hen
as regards the ex a ct tim e w h en  th e  c iv il iz a t io n  o f  In d ia  over­
flow ed to  E g y p t, she does not a g re e  w ith  B u n sen  w h o  a ccord s  to 
E g y p t  such a lo n g  period  as 20,000 y e a rs , w h ich  is  n o t  assen ted  to  b y  the 
general pu blic . S h e says, thus— Isis U n veiled ; v o l. I . ,  p a g e  627 : ‘ U n der 
the re ign  o f  V isv a m itra , the first k in g  o f  th e  D y n a s ty  o f  S om a -V a n ga , 
in  consequence o f  a battle, w h ich  la ste d  fiv e  d a y s , M a n u -V in a , h e ir  o f 
th e  ancient k in gs, bein g  abandoned b y  th e  B ra h m a n s , e m ig ra te d  w ith  
a ll h is com panions, passing  th ro u g h  A r y a  a n d  th e  co u n tr ie s  o f  B arrea  
t ill he cam e t o  th e  shores o f M a sra .’  [H is t o r y  o f  In d ia  b y  C ollon ea  
(K a llu k a ) B a tta ]. U n qu estion ably  th is  M a n u -V in a  a n d  M en es, the 
first E g yp tia n  k in g , are identical.”

T rn e  to  h e r  pred iction s, the p r o p h e c ie s  h a v e  y e t  b e e n  b u t  p a rtia lly  
re a lis e d ; th e  rem ain in g  ones w a it f o r  v e r if ica t io n  a t  n o  d is ta n t date. A s  
regards th e  date  o f  E gyptian  c iv il iz a t io n , p r e v io u s ly  r e fe r re d  to , 
m um m ies and p a p yru s have been u n e a rth e d  o f  la te  w h ich  g o  to  antedate 
th e  civ iliza tion  o f  E g y p t  by m any th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a rs . I n  a  re ce n t issue 
o f  Lucifer, w e r e a d :—

“  I t  is reported that the w orkers o f  the E g y p tia n  E xp lora tion  Fund 
have m ade a rem arkable discovery. N o t  on ly  h ave  th ey  unearthed a papy­
rus o f the sixth D ynasty, but also  a  c o p y  o f  tbe  L o g ia  ! I f  this report 
should prove to be authentic (a te legram  is sa id  to  h ave been received  at 
the British M useum  to this effect) and the la tter  M S . p rov e  in very  truth 
to be a collection  o f  the Logia, or S ay in gs o f  Jesus, the d iscovery  is sim ply 
priceless. M any surprises may still be r ip en in g  to  be in du e tim e born .”
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W h e n  first the m um m ies were discovered in  an entire state, and 
began  to  sh rin k  a fter  be in g  unearthed and exposed outside, people were 
n a tu ra lly  an x iou s to  know  the A lchem ical secret w hich preserved 
in ta ct th e  m u m m ies fo r  m any thousands o f years, and hence extracted 
from  th em  th e ir  essence on ly  to be disappointed. But as regards the 
second p art o f  th e  statem ent o f I I . P. B ., th at In d ia  gave herciv ilizar 
tion  to E g y p t , t im e alone should produce the requisite proofs out o f 
m oth er-earth .

In  m y  la st  y ea r ’ s lectu re  on W hite L otu s D ay, I  expatiated upon the 
m a n ifo ld  g o o d  th a t has been done by H . P. B . One o f the good 
th in gs , I  sa id , la y  in th e  region  of Puranas. A ccord in g  to her, keys to 
Pur& nas ex is ted  in  days o f  yore through w h ich  they w ere made to 
y ie ld  a  m in e  o f  m eaning. B ein g  without th em , m any of our m odern 
S a n sk ritists  con sign  them  to  the province o f  absurdity  or rigm arole, 
I ts  g e o g ra p h y  d isc los in g  its  L okas and D vipas,. V arsh as and K handas 
is  a n y th in g  b u t sense, a ccord in g  to them. W ith  the interpretation o f 
H . P . B . th ey  can  b e  m ade to  yield sense. Som e o f th e  D vipas 
represen t th e  d iffe ren t lan ds th at existed in form er tim es but are now  
su bm erged , an d  w h ereon  w ere tenanted th e  d ifferent races o f men. 
S om e o th ers  stan d  fo r  th ose  continents th a t are yet to rise out o f  
ocean  b ed s , w h ile  J a m b h u  D vipa stands fo r  the land inhabited 
b y  th is  o n r  p resen t fifth  race . Prior to th is  race , there existed, we say, 
th e  fo u r th  ra ce  w h o are sym bolized  by  H avana and his follow ers, and 
w h o  flou rish ed  on  a n o th e r  D v ip a  ou w h ich  now  ro ll the waters o f th e  
A t la n t ic  O cean . E v e r y  d a y  w e get som e attestations to the form er 
ex is ten ce  o f  m en  or  c iv ilisa tion  upon th e  b ed  o f the said Ocean. In  
W e ste rn  lite ra tu re , th is  D v ip a  goes b y  th e  nam e o f A tlantis. “ The 
is la n d  w h ich  P la to  te lls  o f  as having been sunk  outside the straits o f 
G ib ra lta r  u n d er  th e  n am e o f  Atlantis, w as ev id en tly  not the main terri­
to ry  o f  th a t  c o u n try , b u t  th e  remnant o f  w h a t once form ed a m ighty 
em pire . A  fe w  y ea rs  ago , th e  United S ta tes G overnm ent caused some 
o f  th e  w a r  vessels  o f  th a t nation  to make sou n d in gs in  that quarter and 
o ff th e  coa st o f  P o r tu g a l an d  between th a t c o u n try  and the Azores, to 
see i f  a n y  trace  o f  th e  su bm erged  island o f  P la to  cou ld  be found. The 
re su lt  w a s  th a t  th e  b a n k  k n ow n  as the D o lp h in  Bank, ju st to the west 
o f  th e  A zores , w as fo u n d , as w ell as a sh a llow  bank  nearer the European 
coast. A t  on e  sp o t  in  th is  ban k  about 200 m iles  from  the European 
coast, th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  w ar-sh ip  anchored in  32 fathom s, where fo r ­
m e r ly  th e re  w a s su p p osed  to  be deep w ater. T h is  last nam ed bank is 
p ro b a b ly  th e  s ite  o f  P la to ’ s island and is  s ligh tly  to the north  o f  a 
s tra ig h t lin e  fr o m  th e  en tran ce  to  the straits o f  G ibra ltar.”

B es id es  th is  ev id en ce , there are o th ers , as the Sargasso sea 
an d  su ch  lik e , w h e re  w eeds are to  b e  fo u n d  in the m id s t . o f  
th e  ocea n , w h ic h  ca n n ot b e  explained e x ce p t  on  the theory o f the 
p re v io u s  e x is te n ce  o f  terra-firm a  there. T h en  as regards the existence 
o f  a  p re v io u s  D v ip a — a con tin en t preyious to  A tlan tis— called Lem uria  
in  o u r  m o d e rn  w r it in g s , w here flourished a  ra ce  w hose descendants are
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the present aborigines of Australia, viz., Maoris, Ac., we have yet to wait 
for proofs.

Then as regards H. P. B.’s statement many years ago, that the end 
of this cycle will be marked by a great increase of spirituality and 
actual direct proofs of the existence of snpra-physical intelligence and 
snch like, I need not adduce much proof. There is no gainsaying the 
facts that all the world is, as it were, babbling ap with spirituality. 
Dr. Baradnc of France has, through his experiments of bringing upon 
sensitised plates the thought-forms of persons, proved the reality 
of the existence of thought-images as distinct from the bodily vibra­
tions.

Hardly have we recovered from the shock of surprise arising 
through the discovery of Bontgen’s X  Bays, before we are informed by 
a ydnng Anglo-Italian of 22 years of age, that he is able to send 
messages from one place to another, even from one part of the world 
to another, without cables, wire or any other physical mediam. The 
young man goes by the name of 31 r. Marconi, who affirms that he is able 
to send messages through the etheric waves through his apparatus, at 
the two sides only, and will be able to blow ap a gunpowder magazine at 
whatever distance it may be, with only a small bit of iron wire near 
the gunpowder, to emit the spark.

Similarly I may add other proofs in other departments of knowledge 
to demonstrate the prophetic character of £L P. B.’s writings. But that 
will be but trespassing upon your patience and the time required for a 
lecture. Suffice it to say that I hare here put forth some points which are 
not mere conjectures. Before concluding, I shall tell yon what H. P. B. 
herself opined of all the teachings she pat forth in that great work of 
hers, called the “ Secret Doctrine.” She says thus—“ Therefore the 
rejection of these teachings may be accepted and mnch be accepted 
before band. No one styling himself a 4 Scholar,’ in whatever depart­
ment of exact science, trill be permitted, to regard these teachings seriously. 
They will be derided and rejected, a priori, in this century; but only in 
this one. For in the 20tli century of onr era, scholars will begin to re­
cognize that6 The Secret Doctrine’ has neither been invented nor exagge­
rated bat, on the contrary, simply outlined: and finally that its teachings 
antedate the Vedas. Has not the latter been derided, rejected and 
called a 4 modern forgery’ even so recently as fifty years ago ?”

3fark the words “will be'permitted,” which have been here italicized. 
Herein is a hint thrown that actual proofs of some or many of the 
doctrines broached by H. P. B. in her 44 Secret Doctrine” will not be 
permitted to see the light of day till the Great Brotherhood of 
Mabitmas will snch evidences to go forth, in the next centnry. And 
what is going to happen then ‘i  To qaote the words of H. P. B., in her 
work—“ In centnry the Twentieth, some disciple more informed and far 
better fitted, may be sent by the Masters of Wisdom to give final and 
irrefntable proofs that there exists a scienoe called Gupta-Vidya (the
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hidden sc ie n ce ); and that like the once-mysterious source o f the N ile, 
the source o f  all religions and philosophies now known to the world has 
been for  ages forgotten  and lost to men but is at last found-.”

F urther on  she says— “  In about nine years (now two years only to 
pass), the first cy cle  o f the first five millenniums that began the great cycle 
o f  the K a li-Y u g a  w ill end. And then the last prophecy contained in 
that book  (th e  first volum e o f the prophetic record for the Black age) w ill 
he accom plished . W e  have not long to wait, and many of us w ill witness 
the daw n o f  the next cycle , at the end o f w hich  not a few accounts w ill 
he settled  and sqnared between the races. V o l. I I ., o f the Prophecies, 
is nearly ready, having been in preparation since the time of Buddha’s, 
grand successor, Sank aracb ary  a.5’

F rom  th e  foregoin g , it w ill he clear first, that another great 
M essenger is expected  tw o years hence, w ith  power, learning, strength 
and creden tia ls  to  continue the work inaugurated by H . P . B. in this 
century  ; secon d  that she will make clear the one source o f the Himalayan 
B roth erh ood  to  w hich  all religions owe their o r ig in ; and third, that a 
book  o f  proph ecies is  now being made ready, em bodying the events o f 
perhaps the n ext five  thousand years.

W h a t  th ere fore  is the incumbent d u ty  o f us all at this stage, in 
order to  tru ly  w elcom e the next Messenger tw o or three years hence, 
w h o  w ill be , in a ll p robab ility , H. P. B. herself, in the guise of a Brahmin 
b od y  ? H e  w ill, as all A tiua-Jn in is do, not require from  us adulations 
or  pan egyrics . H e  w ill not ask ns to offer P a  ja b  unto h im  and fa ll at his 
feet. B u t the first question  that will em anate from  his lips when he 
again appears be fore  ns w ill be— Have y ou  digested the knowledge 
th a t has been already p laced  b y  me at you r disposal and have you been 
a ctin g  n p  to  it”  ? I f ,  ere that Glorious M essenger com es again, we are 
fortified  in  the a lready ex istin g  knowledge, w e shall be expediting the 
adven t o f  th a t sp iritu a l hero and shall greatly  profit by  his lessons when 
h e  is  in  th e  m idst o f  us next. F or what is th e  use o f a great Professor 
am on gst ns unless we are buttressed up in  th e  fundamentals. A ll his 
k n o w le d g e  w ill be  bu t th row n  away in the m idst o f those ignorant o f 
th e  p re lim in a ry  teach in gs. A  great sp iritual man cannot and ought 
n ot to  w aste h is tim e am ongst tyros in sp iritual knowledge. But if the 
lo w e r  reg ion s  o f  k n ow led ge com inuuicated b y  H . P. B. are mastered, 
th en  sh e  w ill  b e  ab le  in her next incarnation  to teach us the 
h ig h e r  lessons. T o  understand them arigh t, not only has the brain to  
b e  deve lop ed  b u t a lso  th e  heart. A  true l ife  o f  spirituality has to be led 
ere  a  p erson  can  p ro p e r ly  cogn ise the S p irit an d  its workings; E b e  all 
w ill  be b u t  a  p a rro t-lik e  repetition  of the w ord s or  ideas contained id  our 
book s. T h e re fo re  let us a ll develop ourselves as true comrades, both in 
th e  head and th e  heart, in  order that we m ay becom e the wortby custo­
d ians o f  th e  sp ir itu a l secrets.

K . N abayaxsaui Iyer.
u



546

TH E  DAYS O F TH E  W EEK, A N D  T H E IR  OCCULT 
CORRESPONDENCES.*

IT w now well nftaU ubd ilutt, among the truth* which constitute 
the Ijari* o f Theosophy, then in a general law o f cf/nww/wl«w*» 

between s l l things throughout all plane» of the Krntnum, the expression 
«if which is so tersely condensed in the Hermetic axiom As shore, so 
below.”  But w e ate informed, in the S ecret D octrin e and other theoso- 
pbical publications, that very few  of these correspondences are yet,- in 
this black cycle of our*,—common jiro js-rtr, on account of the extra- 
ordinary command orex the forces o f nature that results from a thorough 
knowledge of this law, and also, on account of the danger that such a 
command would constitute in the hands o f a majority o f  (ta r  materialis­
tic, unscrupulous and selfish humanity. Therefore, nowhere is the com­
plete and correct key to the law o f  correspondences given oat in our 
literature; only hints, which it is the du ty  o f  every theosophica! student 
to follow np, so as to widen his know ledge, fo r  the benefit o f those 
around him, whom he may find w orthy o f  cautious instruction.

Among the various correspondences that we can discover around 
ns, “  r i an tic* ftabem o#”  w e have studied those found under the laws of 
unity in diversity, o f duality; and of groupings into 3, 4, y, 7,10 and 12 ; 
the most obvious, noticeable and important, the most strikingly recur­
rent being that of the S ep ten a ry ; in fact, Tfaeosophists are growing 
quite familiar with different sets of correlations between the Seven 
Human Principles and other Scptenarie* in Nature, forces, soands, 
colors, planets, etc. Yet there is one,—a common one too,—which 
is always a stnmhling block to beginners, this being the Septenary 
o f time, or W eek. The stsdent soon find* out that the week days, 
in the order we know them, do not follow  the planets they bear the 
names of and are * apposed to represent, nor do they agree with the plane­
tary color* any more than with the human principle*. And the reason 
of this apparent discrepancy, although no secret to an astronomer, doe* 
not seem generally known. Certainly the mere students o f the Bible, 
and especially the virulent disputer* on the relative merits and sanctity 
of Sabbath and Sunday, do not appear to hare any clear notion o f the 
true origin of the week’s appellations and of the primordial reasons for 
tke present order, while, for materialistic scientists,the mere fact of a 
nearly universal and persistent division of time into seven days, has 
been a puzzle, a mystery not to lie accounted for, otherwise than by 
the stereotyped phrase that H its origin and motives were lost in the 
night of time.”

Now, the varioas Christian sects, who build their faiths or argu­
ments on the dead letter of the Bible, while right in considering the

*Oae of a scries of lecture* delivered fcfore the Aloha B/a nch X, 8., HocuiiuLo, 
B .L
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week a  sacred, d iv in e  institution, »re wrong in  Mindly repeating the 
follaer that, it, man destined to comnumorate ami sanctify, m  Mwm\invr 
Ur E xodus X X , II, the Atlantic etrn tm t *4 the wor-lft in mx »Urn <k 
twenty:-Utnr terrestrial hours, MUm&l by a similar day <4 dtttnn 
re*t, ami indeed all the more wron% th ey  an», «nee another and rery 
'lifferent reason ir foswl rn the *»roe Hi Me (lien:. V, lob Outside of 
the (emit,—now admitted by the meat {earned theologian*,—'that it m 
enufJtngljr doabtinl whether the original, unadulterated awl correctly 
translated teart of Generis I, ever riktribnted the Creation into rncW  
seven period» or days {see Encye, j5rit., article S drbrtk). Another 
conundrum fu r Christiana is found in these othergfothborn fact»; f«. that 
the use of a septenary division of time was» common, Jong before 
the Hebrew era, to many ancient nation* widely apart, and several of 
whom can confidently be said never to bare heart anything about the 
Jewish creation and it* period*; and, (>-) that this division ha* 
prevailed precisely in proportion with the degree of proficiency 
attained bv these old nation* in Theosophy and it* correlated science, 
Astronomy, Hot here again, this last fact is all the more extraordinary, 
since as noticed by many astronomical writers, the week division ha* 
no apparent connection, with any celestial motion by which it could bo 
suggested and readily regulated. In effect, the month of 4 weeks of 7 
days each, or 28 »lays, does not agree, either with the solar month* of 
30-31 days, nor with the lunar month of 2it days and a fraction, nor docs 
it, save, after very long interval», agree with the regular retnrn o f the 
moon’s phase*, which also hare been a noticeable astronomical featore, 
kept by ? 11 nations, independently with the week.

The o n ly  plausible, as well a* correct explanation o f the m atter i* 
therefore th e  one given by Occultism, fro m  w h ich  we gather that the 
septenary' d iv is io n  of time was instituted b y  its  d iv in e  Instructors, the 
Dhyani, in the earliest day* of mankind,— <>., accord ing  to Theosophy, 
million* of years ago, Hat, while apparently m ade in honor o f  the 
ruling and protecting Hierarchies (or Angels) o f  the, then known, *Cven 
mertd P la n ets , r/z,, those especially con n ected  w ith  the septenary sys­
tem a round the San, to which oar Globe belongs, and to whom rnan him­
self owes his varum* component principles, a* stated in Vol. 11,, o f  ¿ferret 
btjclrine, a t th e  same time, the week was in reality intended to  g iro  
man, from th e  imperishable record of the Heavens, a memento o f  tho 
great u n iversa l septenary law o f  this Kalpa, w hich control* hi* whole 
evolution, s in ce  from  this law  resalt, among other things, together w ith  
their various sep ten ary  sab-division* and all their consequences, the 7 
Periods of Mundane Evolution, the 7 Kcigns of Nature, the 7 Round* 
of Humanity’s ex is ten ce , the 7 great Races an d  the septenary sub-races, 
and even the 7 decade* of the medium individual life.

T h e rc fro n t, the w eek was religiously adhered to  by ail nations o f 
th e  East, in w hom  the Secret K now ledge,”  was preserved in it* great- 
c s t  parity, w h ile  th o se  w h o  strayed away from  T ru th , like the Greek* 
and certain Egyptian Dynasties, wandered in to  a dccad ic division o f  the
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month, such as the French Revolutionists unsuccessfully attempted to 
revive ; even the Romans, in all their glory, blundered into a very puz­
zling and unscientific combination of Kalendes, Nones and Ides of irregu­
lar length, until they had to borrow, under Theodosius, through Egypt, 
the septenary “  septi mane” from those depositories of ancient Theo- 
sophic and Astronomical wisdom, the Chaldeajs, who, themselves were 
only the heirs to and echo of the Atlantean and Indian Adept Astrono­
mers and Magi. Thus it is then, that in all nations,— the Jews except­
ed, who simply counted their seven days by their numerical order (see 
Isis Unv., vol. II-, 418i,—the days of the weak were always called after 
the names popularly given to the exoteric or visible planets, and the 
assertion of Occultism in the matter is corroborated by an unwilling 
testimony, that of Eusebius, who, quoting Porphyry, was obliged to 
admit that “  the days had been named by the Magi after the Planets.” 
This fact is, to this day, patent in the latin terms, and in the week 
appellations of all the latin races; bat even in English, while Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday need no explanation, it is well known that the 
others, Tuesday. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, are named after 
Scandinavian divinities exactly corresponding to Mars, Mercury, Jupiter 
and Venus. There can be no doubt on this point, while, if the Chris­
tian theory was the correct one, in order to commemorate the Jewish 
Creation, the days would have been respectively called : Light-day, 
Heaven or Water-day, Earth or Vegetarion-day, Star or Sun-day, Ani­
m al-day, Man-day and Rest-day, and not named after Planets, which ac­
cording to the Bible itself, were all created in one same day, the fourth.

As said above, in the origin, the week represented only the seven 
sacred  Planets, all visible then and known to man. But as time passed 
away, in the course of their own evolution, some became invisible and 
their place was taken by the four exoteric now adopted; then again two 
more disappearing, the Sun,—the central Star o f our Universe,— with 
the Moon,—the dead mother of the Earth,— were exoterically taken as 
substitutes for these last, so that the order universally admitted, in 
conformity with the velocity of their apparent respective geocentric 
motions, became as follows: Saturn.— the oldest and furthest or
“  highest,” —Jupiter, Mars, the Sun ' in lieu of the occult planet of similar 
motion), Venus, Mercury and the Moon, tin lieu of the other occult, 
intra-mercurial one, with the shortest evolution). Uranus, Neptune and 
the Asteroids, as well as the (to us) invisible globes which according to 
Theosophy circulate around our Sun (70 in number* according to the

* The Jewish “ tradition about the 70 Planets that preside over the destinies 
of nations, is based  on the occult cosmogonies! teaching that, besides our own septe­
nary chain of world-planets, there are many more in the Solar system” (8. D., 1 .654, 
note), still unknown and invisible to our Astronomers, on account of their being in 
different stages of evolution, either in advance of the earth, or behind her, while 
our eves and astronomical instruments can only perceive those worlds that are on 
the same plane as ourselves. Then again, “ another proof,—if any were needed,— 
that the ancient Initiates knew of more than seren planets, is to be found in the 
Vishnu Parana, B. II., Chap. XII., where describing the chariots attached to 
Dhruva, the polar star. Parasara speaks of the chariots of the nine planets which are 
tta ched by aerial cords” (S. D.. II., 48S Xcie).
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Jew s), were not taken into account, as bein? merelv intruders or strangers, 
or at any rate, not occultly connected with the sacred septenary string' 
or chain o f w hich our seven Earths constitute one Unit (see S ecret 
D o ctr in e , I. 575-576).

But according to the above enumeration o f Planets, the order o f the 
days ought to have been : Saturday, Thursday. Tuesday, Sunday, Friday. 
TTednesday and Monday, which, as compared with our accepted order, 
would he a retrograde and zig-zag classification, skipping fantastically 
over to every other planet.

H ow is it  then, that the days as we know them, do not follow the 
numerical order o f the celestial beings, their godfathers ?

The reason is that, both esotericallv and exotericallv, as mentioned
9 m

in Proctor’s “  Our Place Among Infinities”  (304-312), the various 
Planetary Hierarchies were not attributed separately to one whole day 
at once, but were admitted as piesiding over only certain portions of 
each in regular succession ; and it soon became the custom to designate 
the entire day according to the Hierarchy w ho presided over its first 
portion. Thus, in the exoteric system used by the Chaldeans. Assyrians 
and Egyptians,— all assertions to the contrary notwithstanding.—  
each Planet ruled only one hour at a time, Saturn being the first, and 
attributed therefore to the 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd hours of the F irs t day 
(Saturday) ; Jupiter to the 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd hours; Mars to the 
3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th hours ; the Sun to  the 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th, 
or fir s t  h ou r o f the second day (making it Sunday), and to the 
8th. 15th and 22nd thereof; Venus to the 5th, 12th, 19th hours of the 
first dav, and 2nd. 9th, 16th and 23rd hours o f the second d av ; Mercurv 
to the 6th, 13th, 20th hours of the first day, and 3rd, 10th, 11th and 
24th hours o f the second d a y ; and finally the Moon to the 7th, 14th, 
21st hours of the first day, and 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th of the second 
day, or fir s t  h ou r o f the 3rd day (making it M onday), and so on, nntil 
the whole series o f days and planets being gone through, by means of 
168 sim ilar stations o f patronage, the rotation brought back Saturn to 
the first hour o f the follow ing Saturday, and all the others in the same 
order, the various days thus beginning under the protection of every 
fourth planet in order, and thereby producing the known succession o f 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, etc.

N ow, in connection with this, writers on chronology, like W bevel 
and Totten (“  our Race,”  V ol. V I.) claim that “  the weekly period has 
gone on without interruption or irregularity, from  the earliest recorded 
times to  our own days, traversing unbroken the extent of ages and 
revolutions o f Empires.”  our Saturday still being in fact the Jewish 
creator’s first day o f rest. Bnt such a sweeping assertion is to be 
taken with due caution, when we consider the innumerable reforms and 
corrections, not always very scientific, that the calendar or art o f 
keeping time, has been subjected to. in every age and every nation. 
Even the sequence of time found in the Bible,—whether correct or
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otherw ise. — is n o  p ro o f o f  th is asserted  in variab ility , since it is fully 
conceded that the reform er M oses, w h o  w as profic ien t in  the astrono­
m ical w isdom  o f  h is teachers, th e  C h aldean  M agi, m ust have taken 
g ood  care to  w h olly  rem odel th e  o ld , cru d e  ch ro n o lo g y  o f  his People5 
and set it in  a ccord  w ith  the correct m eth ods o f  cou n tin g  tim e that the 
Jew s had ju st previously  borrow ed fro m  th e ir  fo rm er  A ssyria n  neigh­
bours an d  m asters. ;See E nr, B r .)

A. M ibqces.

(T o hr con eluded. )

MLLE. COUEDON E T  LES P R O P H E T IE S  M O D ESN ES.

I~S th e  A p r il num ber o f  the Theotnpkui I  am  m ost cou rteou sly  invited 
to  con tribu te  a n v th in g l  can  find to  say  o n  S o  tn  ru in  its able  paper on 

th e  above su b ject in  L'Initiation  o f  th e  o th  F eb ru a ry  last. I  d o  not feel 
tliar | f a «  th row  v e r r  m uch lig h t on  tb e  w id e  co lle c t io n  o f  top ics there 
garnered, w h ich  seem  to  m e ra th er  t o  fa m is h  fo o d  f o r  reflection  to 
individual m inds fitted fo r  its  specia l con tem p la tion , th an  fo r  general 
treatm ent that shou ld  introduce it t o  th e  m u ltitu d e  b y  ren d er in g  the facts 
m ore definite and th e  ch ron ology  m o re  fixed . A s  th e y  n o w  stand they 
seem som ew hat d evo id  o f  tangib i l i t y  an d  su bstan ce . B on y s  1 Snr les 
O racles’ in  h is enthusiasm  o f  1806 ta lk ed  o f  ‘  la claircoianee instinctive’  
qne F on doit esperrr deans tin jo ttr  restitni-e a tout le genre humain.' 
T h is  is  no dou bt fa r  w iser  than th e  w id e -sp rea d  d isb e lie f  o f  to -day  in 
such a  fa cu lty  as b e in g  a t  a ll inherent in  h u m an  nature. I f  m an be not 
a ltogeth er brute, h ow ever, he m ost be  p a rtia lly  d iv in e . I t  is  n ot possible 
to  den y  th is  w ith ou t evasion o r  fa ls ity . E v e n  sc ien tific  evolution  
explodes o f  itse lf i f  m an is an  ap e  a n d  nothing else besides. T h e some­
th in g  m eans th at he is n ot an ape. D isco u rse  o f  reason  d ifferences men 
from  w om en, and w e cla im  in a lien a b ly  some d iv in ity  i f  i t  be  b a t  a 
spark. O c t  o f  th is  it  g row s certa in  th a t  m an k in d , th a t  is , th a t some 
m en (n o t every  m an) have o r  m a y  d e v e lo p e  a  sp ecies  o f  prescience. 
W e  know  som e th in gs fo r  certa in , b a t  m a n y  m o re  th in g s  uncertain ly , 
as K an t p r o v e d ; an d  som e m ay k n o w  a  l it t le  o f  th e  fu tu re , th ou g h  there 
w ill a lw ays b e  a  vast deal m ore th a t th e y  k n o w  n o th in g  o f  in  th e  future. 
T h e  o ld  w om an  je ered  a t Thales becau se  w h ils t  s ta r -g a z in g  he fe ll into 
a  d itch . T h a t is e x a ctly  w hat h ap p en s t o  e v e ry  a b le  th in k er— he loses 
som eth ing  in  th e  present in e la b o ra tin g  th e  fu tu re . T h e  scoffing old  
w om an represents th e  w orld. Is  th o u g h t  to  b e  aban d on ed  because it 
m akes foo ls  g r in  ?

P rescien ce , forecast, partial k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  fu tu re  is th e  sixth  
sense necessary to  com plete h u m an ity . T h e  H e b re w s  h ad  a  school o f  
prophets, an d  th e  d eep  fervou r o f  th e  H e b re w  B ib le  is  a  p r o o f  th at the 
E ast is , an d  a lw ays was, nearer t o  G o d  th an  E u rop e , w ith  its  trickeries 
o f  th e  G reek  m in d . A ristote lian  form ula* a n d  m od ern  sc ien tific  analyses 
overlaying  it . ev er  attained to. T h e  p a tr ia rch s  a n d  m en  o f  early  tim e 
all possessed th is  g ift . It  was th e  co m m o n  a p p a n a ge  o f  A b ra h a m , Isaac,
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Jacob. D avid . Isaiah and the rest of the prophets. ■ Abraham rejoiced 
to  see m y day . he saw it and was glad.' T he Greek invasion of Asia by 
the m ad pupil o f  the crazed for so far crazed) inventor o f syllogism, 
A ristotle , paralysed the oriental world ratiocinatively. The Romans 
w ith  th e ir  m igh ty  roads materialized them still m ore: the English. Dutch. 
French, and R ussians have carried the Cim m erian cloud farther, vet. 
and as usual in such  aggressions, we called it enlightenment. An inter­
esting  fa ct tou ch in g  these prophets is  pointed oat by the great 
C alm et— that they  dedicated themselves to  poverty, retirement, study 
and th e  teach in g  o f  youth . They built their own habitations which 
w ere very  s im p le : they undertook no great laborious operations, but 
w rou gh t ju s t  sufficiently w ith their hands to  maintain bodily health, 
and m uch  tim e th ey  gave to  prayer. E lisha quitted the plough at the 
ca ll o f  E lija h . B ut w ith  all this there was no overstrained operose 
laudation  o f  th e  suprem e efficacy of labour such as the so-called * sage 
o f  C helsea ’ w earies us w ith , to  oseitation. * Sage’— why sage ?  Only 
because h is book s have served in recent years to  stuff innumerable geese 
w ith . L a b ou r that was im posed on man as a  curse, as a duty let us by 
a ll m eans d isch arge  It, but to  deify it is a clean-gone absurdity. W e 
get from  B acon  th at * the nature of man coveteth  divination.’ and why ? 
because the desire is  fa th er to  the th ing. W e  do not desire to be 
A rch an ge ls  n or  Seraph im , but Lord M ayor’s, Prime Ministers, or Kings. 
T h e  desire  connotes a  sort o f  possibility.

M ost o f  these m od em  predictions seem to  dream about a great 
B ou rbon  rev iva l, a sort o f  reproduction o f  H enri Quatre, who, to my 
th in k in g , is  th e  m anliest and best kind o f  K in g  that ever stepped, be it 
in  France o r  elsew here. I  do not quite see w ith  Saturninus how these 
features o f  th e  pied  esbache, nezforche, nez de inil re. A c ., are to be applied 
ex cep t b y  analogy  to  the new  comer, as th ey  seem all to have been ac­
com p lish ed  a lready  in  le grand C-hyrm o f N ostradam us, who was clearly 
H en ri Q uatre. T h e  w ords are quite m anifestly the anagram of Henri le 
G rand . A s  sp e lt in  Ckiren it is Heuric, Henrieusabbreviated, and I  have 
n ot fou n d  in  N ostradam us any revival o f  th e  Bourbons after 1792— 3. 
T h ou gh  th e  quatrains are too  numerous and too difficult to feel very 
sure upon  a  p o in t lik e  that.

T h e  denunciations o f  Paris and R om e  are very interesting, and 
th e ir  d estru ction  b y  su lphur, whilst the spectators point to the great 
cities as sw ep t aw ay  b y  th e  Alm ighty fo r  crim e. It is interesting too, 
th a t th ese  are th e  o n ly  tw o  great capitals o f  Europe that are known to 
be la rge ly  u nderm ined  b y  catacombs, and so rendered naturally capable 
o f  d e s tru ct io n  b y  subterranean fire as w ell as by  a sulphuric rain.

A n  exp lan ation  is  asked o f Nostradamus, iv. 30, the last two lines 
o f  w h ich  r u n :

E i si has mis que peu d’or oh eoudra
Q u  apres  /a im , peste, descouvert le secret.

T h ere  is  an a ltern ate  reading o f  pea d’or as pur or, pure gold. Garen- 
c-ieres su p p oses th is  to  be the powder o f  projection , or philosopher’s
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stone, sewn up in so small a compass as to be easily concealed, about the 
person. But I discover no general fact or topic that this can be refer­
red to nor that any secret can be discovered by.

In contradistinction to some o f these m om entous catastrophies let 
us take a passage from Gibbon (iv ., 336).

He says at Rome, * They recollected the preceding earthquakes, which 
had subverted the cities of Palestine and Bithynia; they considered these 
alarming strokes as the prelude only o f still more dreadful calamities, and 
their fearful vanity was disposed to confound the symptoms of a declining 
empire and a sinking world. * * * The mischievous effects of an earth* 
quake, or deluge, a hurricane, or the eruption o f a volcano, bear a very in­
considerable * proportion to the ordinary calamities of w ar; as they are now 
moderated by the prudence or humanity of the princes o f Europe, &c.’

The effects of natural convulsions G ibbon states to be less evil far 
than those of war, moderated as they are by  m odern humanity, &c. 
How little this writer iu his com fortable arm -chair knows at all what 
he is talking about. Compare it w ith what that m aster o f the practical, 
W ellington, said of war after W aterloo. Bacon always speaks o f V irgil 
as a master politician and says that he show s that popular commotions 
are always preceded and accompanied by natural convulsions. W e are 
all prone to believe it to be so and here is a profound thinker, a really 
great philosopher, in a criticism, that you m ay ca ll a m ere aside, stepping 
down to the general level to confirm that as the sim ple fa ct. H ow  far 
more precious is the criticism  of a Dante or Bacon on V irg il than such 
a piece of blurted folly  and injustice as that o f Landor’s on the same 
master-bard. ‘ The ASneid is the m ost m isshapen o f eth ics.’ This too 
of a man who carries perfection to such height as to  m ake the world 
imagine that it implies some weakness or infirm ity. P ossibly the 
truth in these matters may be that great atm ospheric and subterranean 
changes operate on the minds and bodies o f m ankind and urge them to 
the convulsions that prior m isdirection o f affairs has involved  them in 
the interaction is reciprocal, ‘ fo r  we know  that the w hole creation 
groanetli and travaileth together until n ow .’ B ut w e m ust go to a 
Bacon and not to the p etite sse  o f a G ibbon to get th at fa ir  acknowledg­
ment.

Talking of the fourth Pope after P io N ono, these seers and seeresses 
tell us he is to be a great saint and o f French nativity, and to summon 
a grand council to Lyons. Now touching th is there is a som ew hat curious 
point that may be dwelt upon for a m om ent. There was a S t. M alachi, 
Archbishop of Armagh, in 1127, to  whom  has been attributed a prophecy 
o f the Popes from  Celestine ii., in  1143, to  the end o f the w orld. The 
savants say it is a fabrication dating from  the C onclave o f 1590, and 
there are things that look like it. St. Bernard, fo r  instance, was our 
saint’s close friend, in whose very arm s he died, and w ho w rote his life , 
and in that life he says not one w ord about the prophecies. A lso  that 
there are some eight anti-popes m ixed in w ith  the legitim ate ones. But 
for all that, the list is very sfrange. T akin g it  as supposititious and
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everyth in g  u p  to  the date o f  1590 as fa llin g  apres coup, the list in 
M oreri is  filled  in , P op e  after Pope, up to C lem ent x ii., 1730. I f  we follow  
them  on  w e  com e to  P io  N ono, 1846, and his m otto  is Crux de Cruce : 
the cross o f  th e  cross. Leo x iii. is Lumen in Ccelo : ligh t in heaven. The 
fou rth  fro m  P iu s  n in th  is  to  he F  ides Interpidu : unshaken faith. This 
m igh t stan d  fo r  a  great saint and mighty P op e  bu t it indicates nothing 
o f  français de naissance. M alachi closes the lis t  w ith  six more Popes 
to  fo l lo w  h im . T h e  last bein g  Le gloria olivoe : the splendor o f the 
o live . T h en  h e  says in  L atin  that at the la st persecution of the holy 
H om an C h u rch  there w ill he a  Roman S tone (Pierre) lifted to the 
P on tifica te , w h o  w ill  take charge of the sheep in  great tribulation. 
T h en  th e  seven -h illed  c ity  w ill  perish and th e  judgm ent day begin .

P orten ts  o f  som e sort, as our sagacious ed itor rem arks, have almost 
a lw ays p reced ed  grea t n ation al catastrophies. I t  is  quite clear from  
D ’Isra e li ’ s rem ark ab le  paper on  Prediction, th a t L eib intz clearly foresaw 
th e  com in g  ca ta clysm  in  F rance. H e saw th a t the opinions o f Epicurus 
and S p in oza  w ere ro o tin g  in  the minds of g rea t men. I  mean b y  great, 
th e  m en  in  h ig h  position , th ey  often  are m ere p igm ies in  reality. These 
op in ion s s lid  in to  literatu re , and he concludes, ‘ they  are preparing all 
th in gs to  th a t  gen era l revolu tion  that menaces E urope.’ I t  burst out, o f 
course, in  1789. G u ib ert w ished  to have been  b o m  th irty  years later, to  
see th e  resu lt. R ou sseau  predicted the convulsions that w ould soon 
arrive . H e  h a d  h im se lf, preach ing prophecy, helped to create them . 
D u r in g  th e  w h o le  19 th  cen tu ry , the falsities o f  dem ocracy and V oltairian­
ism  h a v e  b een  reabsorbed , as i f  by exosm ose, into the very veins o f 
E n g lish  b lo o d  an d  n o w  th reaten  a leprous ou tbu rst. W h ere  ?

Les ulcères vont ronger, les médecins occupés,

Un m al inconnu. . . Ils ne sauront soigner.

T h e  p estilen ce  w ill  tra v e l u p  from  S. E. to  H . W ., diagonally, as plagues 
tra v e l a lw a ys, t i l l  va u n ted  science shall stand baffled in  the m idst o f its 
pu erile  rem ed ies . B ish op  B u tler , that m arvellou s and alm ost solitary 
in stan ce  o f  c le a r , ca lm , un im pu lsive  and y e t  com peten t reason, said in a 
serm on  to  th e  H ou se  o f  L ord s , 1741, that th e  leve llin g  spirit, atheistical 
in  ten d en cy , w as fu l l  o f  dan ger, and that th e  classes o f  society, though all 
d ra w n  b y  contrary  p r in c ip les  m igh t yet unite in  action  to  pull dow n ruin 
u p on  a ll. M on ta ig n e  w it t ily  said that sectarian  politicians often tried 
‘ to  b e  w o rse  th a n  w a s possib le .’ Look arou n d  and see the chaotic 
th o u g h t  th a t  ru les  (o r  ra th er  m isrules) n o w  in  science, philosophy, 
re lig io n , an d  th in k  y o u  su ch  diseased b lo o d  can  cool again, w ithout 
first p a ss in g  th ro u g h  th e  h o t  delirium o f  ferm en tin g  fever, that w ill 
b r in g  r a v in g  m en  v e r y  n ea r  to  death ?

C. A. W ard.

* Ed. Note.—Col. Olcott having been suddenly called away from India, his 
editorial comments on this article will be postponed until his return.

6
E.
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HAWAIIAN FOLKLORE.
HE worship of the four great gods of the Hawaiian« was carried on

by the priests in the temples and on state occasions. The lesser gods 
as Pele and Kamaapuaa had their shrines and devotees, and all have re­
ceived due attention from historians and students of mythology, but the 
vast host of gods, sprites, goblins, and familiar spirits have received but 
scant attention, most probably because they partook only of local fame, 
and often, like the TJnihipili and Aumakuag, were worshipped by a single 
individual or family. The TJnihipili was practically made by the K a h u n a  
(sorcerer), who used it as his tool, and was the spirit of a friend or rela­
tive who had recently died. As near as I can remember, the Kahn 
(keeper) took the body and, scraping the bones, preserved them in his 
hut. With these he kept a malo (loincloth), ta p a , ora, and several 
other things as well as poi and dried fish for food. These were set out 
at each meal and the spirit invoked to come and partake of them. The 
prayer or chant being merely a recitation of the things offered. This 
was never omitted. Even if the Kahu had to travel, he carried his bones 
and other paraphernalia with him. Gradually, by this constant Hooma- 
namana, or worship, the TJnihipili became powerful. In fact the spirit 
got his strength from the Kahuna.

Finally, after perhaps many months of careful nurture, the K a h n  
feels that his spirit is powerful and he can do supernatural things and 
penetrate the mysteries of the spirit world. He then throws part of 
the bones and hair into the sea where, as a shark, his spirit may serve 
his will. Then he burns a portion to give it a body in the gaseous ele­
ments. A small portion is thrown in fresh water where, as a lizard 
(moo), it will serve in the streams. A  portion always is hidden in the 
house for the H oom anam ana , and here the U h a n e (soul) dwells, and so 
long as the daily order of the worship is fulfilled to the letter it may 
pass from father to son and become a household god. The K a h u *  power 
is now great and usually infernal. On sea and land he has this 
powerful agent to carry out his whims and bring torture and death 
to his enemies, and, at the same time, powerful aid when trouble 
threatens him. If, however, any thing is omitted from the Tuxnrnatuirnana, 
or if he break a tabu or fail in any of his duties, woe to him and 
his family, for all the infernal power reacts on him, and the whole family 
suffers some terrible calamity and utter destruction. The fishermen 
often throw the whole into the sea and thus get a very powerful shark 
T Jnihipili who would save them in a miraculous manner in case of dis­
aster when for away cm the distant fishing banks. There are several 
stories of men swimming long distances to land, and in each case a shark 
is said to have towed or carried the man on his back. This familiar
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sp ir it  w ou ld  b r in g  a ll sorts o f  knowledge, especially  o f  the attempts o f 
o th er  sorcerers  to  overcom e b is own sorcery.

T h e  Anaana  w as a  very  powerful sorcery , which by  the aid o f 
secretly  a dm in istered  poisons pretended to  pray  persons to death. It 
w as n ecessary  to  possess a  portion of the clo th in g , hair or nails o f the 
person  d oom ed , an d  n o  spell could avert the death . Against this, even 
th e  a rt  o f  an  E d in b u rg h  M . D, has fa i le d ; fo r , while the sufferer 
g rad u a lly  p in es aw ay , h e  seldom  can tell w h en  the illness began, and 
the M . D ., fe e lin g  h is  pu lse says, “ feeer”  an d  gives a pill, while the 
poison  b y  degrees destroys  the patient’s a b ility  to  assimilate food, and 
in  tw o  o r  th re e  m on th s b e  d ies o f  emaciation. W h o  adm inisters these 
m inute doses, a n d  b ow , n o  on e  o f  the fam ily  seem s to  know, bat the 
w riter  has n o tice d  th e  disappearance in this w a y , o f  tw o jealous husbands 
w h ose  w iv e s  a t  on ee  to o k  u p  w ith  the fam ily  o f  the Kahuna suspected in 
ea ch  case.

T h e  Uumakua w ere  ancestral gods and w ere worshipped, not only by 
on e  p erson  b u t  b y  a  w h ole  fam ily , village, com m u n ity , clan  o r  tribe. 
H a v in g  m a n y  w orsh ip p ers , th e  remissness o f  one individual was seldom 
n oticed , an d  th e  p ro te ctio n  o f  the god extended to  any worshipper.

O f  th is  k in d  w as th e  sea-god i f  am , represented b y  sharks in 
genera l, an d  Pmeo, ty p ifie d  and represented b y  the ow L  These tw o were 
k in d ly  a n d  ben eficen t de ities  an d  entered in to  k ind ly  relation with their 
devotees . M am  wan e sp ec ia lly  w orshipped b y  the fishermen and Pueo 
b y  th e  cu lt iv a to rs  o f  th e  so il.

S ev era l lesser  g o d s  w ere  represented b y  shell-fish, crabs, etc,, and 
in  th e  m ou n ta in s  th e  sm a ll b ird s represented various spirits. Thus the 
JZtepaio w as p ro p it ia te d  b y  th e  canoe-m akers a n d  she show ed them  the 
ln ck y  a n d  sou n d  trees. T h e  iitc i presided o v e r  the rains and was 
p rop itia ted  b y  la y in g  tw o  o r  three sprays o f  fern  on  a  large rock and 
h o ld in g  th e m  in  p la ce  w ith  a  smaller. O n  o f t  traversed paths 
certa in  p la ces  w il l  h a v e  m a n y  o f  these p iles  o f  fern  and rock, even at 
th e  presen t d a y . A  p o w e r fu l d e ity  o f th e  h ig h  mountains was the 
TPau w h o  c o u ld  b r in g  f o g  an d  m ist upon th e  irreverent traveller and, 
b y  h id in g  th e  lan d m ark s, lead  h im  to a n  u n tim ely  end am ong the 
path less ra v in e s  a n d  ja n g le s  o f  the interior.

T h e se  lesser  d e itie s  seem  to  have been v e r y  easily  propitiated, for  
a n y  a c t  d o n e  as  a  d e v o t io n  w as accepted b y  th em , and the placing o f  a 
w rea th  o f  fe rn , flow ers  o r  scen ted  leaves w as a  com m on form  o f  devo­
t io n  t o  a n y  o f  th e  Aum akua*. A t  P d ih d i o n  K a u a i the Limupahapaha, a  
lo n g  g re e n  seaw eed , is  u sed  in  making sacrifice  to  the highest gods, 
a n d  h ere  s to o d  a n  im m en se  Hsian, or  tem ple, o n  w h ich  at tim es even h u ­
m an  sa cr ifice  w a s  o ffered . M y  inform ant, n o w  dead , had him self seen 
fo u r  m en  sa cr ifice d  th e re  d u r in g  the wars o f  Kam eham eha- And any 
on e  g o in g  w ith  a  b a n d  o f  n ative  visitors w ill  see  them  weeping and 
so b b in g  a s  th e y  b u ild  a  ca irn  o f  stones on  th e  o ld  stone-paved platform , 
w rea th in g  e a ch  s to n e  w ith  a  r in g  o f  vet g reen  seaw eed picked from  the
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rocks before the temple. As if afraid of having their beliefs sneered 
at, they seldom let a white man see these remnants of a once strong and 
active religions faith, which was destroyed bat hardly replaced by a 
foreign creed. In fact Jehovah and his book are worshipped by some to­
day as an Aum akum , with the old chants in the same spirit as of old; and 
what is the difference if you call on the spirit of God as Our Father, or 
as K *  and L i  or K a n e. In the following ancient prayer which was told 
me by Kapookapu of Kona, and which appears in full in a monograph 
on the Lesser Hawaiian gods, by J. S. Emerson, a change of name 
would not change its simplicity and beauty.

The P batjbb. T r a n s l a t io n .

E Ku e Li. Oh Ku and Li,
E hee i kou honua Till this, your universe.
Aina nei e hua. That the land may be fruitful.
E hua i hea? Be fruitful where ?
E hua i ka kai, Be fruitful on the sea.
He'e ila 3a, Bring forth squid,
Ulna ila ila, Bring forth nho,
Ke akule ila ila, Bring forth ahnte.
Na ia ila ila. Bring forth all fishes.
Kama mai kou honua Encourage this, your universe,
Aina nei e hua. That the land may be fruitful.
E hua i hea ? Be fruitful where ?
E hua i ka aina, Be fruitful cm the land.
Uala ila ila, Bring forth sweet potatoes,
Ke kalo 3a ila, Bring forth bato.

Ka nin ila 3a, Bring forth cocoanuts,
Ke ko ila ila, Bring forth sugarcane,
Ua noa Amen.

Thus one could go on indefinitely and make his verse for the ob­
jects wanted, chanting in a monotonous sing-song. Hot being a 
stenographer, many of these chants have been beard by me over and 
over again but never written down, and those who have done this 
deserve the gratitude of every lover of Hawaii,! for the day is fast ap­
proaching when the stories told round campfires on mountain and sea­
shore will savor no longer of the mysterious and vague spirits with 
which the simple Hawaiian peopled mountain and plain and ocean 
depths. In addition to those regularly worshipped there were a number 
of waifs and strays, familiar spirits without masters, L a p u  (ghosts) and 
last but not least the brownies, the M enekunet who were pious and honor­
able beings and dwelt inside the rocks.

A loha Aura.
(To be con tin u ed .)
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TH E  SYMBOLOGY OF ASTROLOGY.

O the metaphysical mind there is a peculiar fascination attached to the
study of the stars, that amply repays the student for any trouble 

he may take to unravel their mysteries. The science of astrology is the 
most ancient of which we have any conception, hut its secrets have been 
lost, and so to-day we have what is called astrology, the shell or casket, 
not the gem. Yet there are some remains of the great truths lying at 
the back of this ancient science, in its symbology, and if we can gradu­
ally link, piece by piece, the golden chain of this time-honored wisdom, we 
shall do a service to humanity unthonght of by those who are now content 
to let this Divine wisdom lie sleeping in the dust of ridicule and abuse. 
There is something so charming about a symbolism that is as true as 
the stars that are shining, it being founded upon the very stars them­
selves, and placed where no mortal hand can destroy. Mapped out in the 
blue expanse of heaven is the history of all the soul may, and all it has 
accomplished—silent witnesses of our fate and destiny, they mark out 
to-day, and to-morrow. Each hour brings forth its blessing or its curse. 
We may accept one and reject the other, just as we will. We may use the 
influence of a star to fly on the wings of aspiration to the very highest 
devotion, and taste of the bliss of immortality, or bring it downward 
into force that may break, as passion, upon terrestrial objects; and just 
as we vibrate to one impulse or the other, so will our future pathway be 
strewn with thorns or roses. Before dipping too deeply into this sym­
bology we will do well to study the relative value of each of our 
symbols. Some of them are well known to Theosophical students, 
and others may be but different forms of expressing the same idea. 
At the back of all symbology there is the same fundamental idea of 
nnity in diversity, and the value of any symbol is just in accordance 
with its power to lead us np to the one behind it, so that our best 
plan during this study will be to commence with the main symbol 
of perfection. This has always been symbolized by a perfect circle 0» 
without beginning or ending, starting everywhere and nowhere, being 
in itself perfect nnity. A ll astrological calculations commence with 
the Sun © , the centre of the solar system, and it is from this Sun 
that the symbols o f the planets are produced. The dot in the centre of 
the Sun is the pulsating life-energizing point, the propelling energy 
which issues forth into manifestation. It is the thought that is to be­
come the word that shall be flesh. If we conceive of its shooting out of 
the centre we shall have four rays forming the cross ( + ) and this + will 
ever stand as a symbol of energy until its return from diversity into 
perfect unity. W ith cross and circle we may form two distinct symbols; 
one by placing the cross over the circle thus § forming the symbol 
of the planet Mars, the other below- making the symbol of Venus. We
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have then three d istinct sym bols and ideas, and in considering  them wo 
may obtain a d u e  to the princip le ly in g  at th e  back  o f  the sym bols,
$ .  0 . ? ............ I t  is not difficult fo r  ns to  associate M ars ( £ ) with

strength. T h is planet has alw ays been con sidered  as the god  o f  war. 
N either is it  difficult to  think o f  V en u s as the goddess o f  love. So 
here we have pure spirit, force  and love . A n  arrangem ent o f  the 
sym bols w ill g iv e  the astrological va lu e  o f  each and a  carefu l con* 
«¡deration o f  each principle w ill m ak e th e  fou n dation  upon which 
astrology is bu ilt, sim ple to  com prehend. F irst  then  w e have pure 
spirit, the essence o f  all, in w hich  th e  poten tia lity  o f  a ll the mani* 
fested  universe lies concealed, be in g  in  itse lf  ev ery th in g  and nothing, 
and acting  on ly  in accordance w ith  th e  attribu tes o f  itse lf  that it 
m ay aspect o r  com e in contact w ith . B e in g  in  itse lf  the pri­
m ordial essence o f  our solar system  it  m u st needs h ave  som eth in g  upon 
w hich  to  shed its effulgence, and b e in g  a ll love  in itse lf  it  m u st have an 
o b je c t  to  love, and so it sheds its ra ys upon  th e  a ttr ib u tes  o f  itse lf, and 
reflects back the love it  gave, re v iv ify in g  th e  p r in c ip le  it  aspects and 
m aking i t  respond to  the particu lar k ey -n ote  w ith  w h ich  it  is endow ed. 
I f  M ars is  the planet receiving th e  ray , then  its  stren g th  w ill be in­
creased and its energy transm itted th rou gh  th e  ra ys o f  th e  Sun to 
those other princip les w hose mission lies in  o th e r  d irections. W h ile  bu ild ­
in g  up the perfect law  o f  harm ony i t  is  th e  W I L L . $ M ars alone w ill be 
pronounced energy, force  and strength , an d  in  th is  p rin cip le  w e shall 
have all the attributes o f  courage, an d  w h en  m an ifestin g  in harm ony 
w ith  the princip le , the circle  beh ind it , i t  w ill g o  fo rw a rd , danntlessly 
fo rc in g  its w ay th rough  all obstacles, b u t w h en  in  d iscord an t relationships 
w ith  the other m em bers o f  the so lar fa m ily , th en  d iscord , w ar, s tr ife  and 
passion w ill be the result. W e  m ay  in one w ord  sum  u p  th e  nature o f 
M ars as D E S IR E . ?  V enus is the sy m b o l o f  exp erien ced  love . T h e  w ill 
has overcom e desire, and love is free , u n fettered , an d  pu re . I t  rises and 
takes its  place beside its parent, th e  S u n  ; f o r  V e n u s  w as on ce  a  M ars but 
th rough  the evolu tion  o f  the u n iverse th e  c ir c le  w h ich  h ad  been sur­
m ounted b y  the +  has worked its  w a y  th ro u g h , a n d  h as reversed  M ars, 
o r  exchanged fo rce  fo r  L ove, and n ow  m an ifests th e  pu rest rays o f  the 
D ivin e essence; and ju s t  as Mars w ork ed  th rou g h  fro m  b lo o d -re d  to  scarlet, 
so w ill V enus becom e a paler blue u n til i t  m erges in to  th e  pu re  w h ite  
lig h t  o f  itse lf, th e  D iv in e  r a y ; and th is  is  w h y  V e n n s  is  op p osed  to  M ars ; 
the one is g o in g  out, th e  oth er re tu rn in g : v ir tu a lly  th ey  are one, in  essence 
certain ly, bu t w h ile  in  m anifestation w e  o n ly  see th a t co lo u r  w h ich  is on 
th e  surface. O u r sym bols w ill n ow  stan d  as fo llo w s—

S u n

0

y  S p ir it

V en u s J £ M ars

[P ea ce  and L ove] [S tre n g th  an d  D e s ir e ,]
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These three sym bols will represent the positive or spirit,nal side of 

our nature. In reality, there is no Mars for  it becomes absorbed in V en u s; 
strength becom es L o v e ; and the spiritual side o f our nature is all Love, 
bu t as a m eans o f  expressing the first emanation or the descent of spirit 
into m atter, M ars affords a fitting symbol. Before love could manifest 
itse lf it  needed strength : in itself it did not become subdued, but it 
subdued the anim al upon which it descended, and not until this is accom­
plished w ill the sym bol disappear, and V enus stand as a manifestation 
o f  em bod ied  love.

T h is  w ill com plete  the first set of sym bols, the three in one. The next 
sym bol w ill be  constructed from the h a lf circle and cross. As the 
cross bursts through  the circle we can im agine its splitting the circle 
in to  tw o  h alves, bu t as th is is pure imagination, so will the principles it 
represents be  illusive and u n rea l; real enough to  answer the purpose of 
m anifestation , b u t unreal so far as its perm anent existence is concerned. 
W e  have on ly  to  consider that we are now  ju d gin g  from  a limited stand­
p o in t an aspect o f  the r e a l ; fo r  instance, the circle contains all in itself 
as w e have seen, h ut to  consider it in tw o  halves w ill, for  the purpose 
on ly  o f  dedu ction , g iv e  us som e idea of the whole. It  is day and night. 
T h e  T h eosop h ica l conception  o f this is a low er and higher m in d ; in 
rea lity , on e  m in d  b u t dual in  its manifestation, the half that descends to 
earth b e in g  K am a M anas, and the half th at stored up the experience, the 
H ig h e r  M anas. N ow  from  an astrological standpoint this is the Moon 
g o in g  ou t from  th e Sun , the emissary w ho goes forth  to sow and reap. 
S ow in g  th e  h arvest as it  goes from the Sun and reaping on its return 
th e  fru its  o f  its labours. W e  can consider this as the half circle, and 
th is  w ill he a  fa ir  illustration , for  it is n ever in itself complete until it  
is m ade w h ole  b y  its union with the Sun. Taking then the Moon as 
the h a lf c irc le , w e can  w ith  the cross m ake tw o  other distinct symbols 
b y  p lacin g  th e  +  ov er  th e  )  in one case to  form  Saturn, thus and by  
p la cin g  th e  +  under the h a lf circle producing Jupiter in the other, thus 
1/ .  N o w  th ese three sym bols will remain facts in nature if  we associate 
them  w ith  the v is ib le  planets, Moon, Saturn and Jupiter. N ow let us 
con sid er  th e  p rin cip le  a t the back of the sym bols. Astrologically speak­
in g , S aturn  is  th e  greater infortune and Ju p iter the benefic. W hy, no 
astro log ica l b ook  appears to  have ever explained, but considered in the 
l ig h t  o f  sy m b o lo g y  w e can  obtain a clue. A l l  astrologers are agreed 
th a t th e  M oon  ru les o r  governs the anim al soul and mind to a great 
exten t. U p o n  th e  g o o d  configuration o f th e  M oon and Planet, the clear­
ness o r  g rossn ess o f  th e  m ind  depends, but, in  the abstract, the Moon is 
en tire ly  neutral. S h e  is ju s t  what she is  aspected with, and is colored 
b y  a n y  star she m ay  be separating from or  approach ing  to. The fact is, she 
h o ld s e x a c tly  th e  sam e position  to Saturn an d  Jupiter as the Son would 
to  M ars an d  V en u s, prov id in g  we give h er  th e  negative position instead 
o f  th e  p o s it iv e ; b u t  w e  shall judge better a fter  a  careful consideration 
o f  J u p ite r  an d  S atu rn , These two ponderous planets, are the great
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ibsres of electric and magnetic currents, and as opposite in nature as 
the -rmles Safcim  is eaM and limning-, narrow and binding-, and is the 
saxran? master o f sieia physics- Subtle and majestic he is : indeed and 
rorr trsth the Lennar of the keys o f H ell and Heaven. No mental 
amcepdon conll in *d a e a more perfect devil than Satan or Saturn. 
To pass him e o s : be the first work o f the Neophyte, and his lest the 
oTftt~ T>̂ roTw*ia»aoB. On the other hand, Jnpiter w ill be warm and 
expaadinz. electric «*1 inspiring, bat we w ill first consider she half 
a id e  anart from these two mighty forces o f relative good and eriL We 
have seen vb»t the circle is positive and pare spirit, the cross is force or 
matter, the badf circle will then be a mediant between these two—a 

«  it were, between spirit and matter. In itself the 
Hum (it w31 sim p lify  the reading by naming the symbol) w31 re- 
pn>gffmT the great oK ui os rnind- and stand as a symbol o f rarefied mat­
ter; hnt o f hwwtf she wi3 be nothing, and only by her aspects will she 
he calmed bright or f e l l  In one month she w ill pass every planet in 
the «ndi— mm! in s e ss  span those who respond to the vibrations, a 
ilA m p  m W  for the time being. A t each lunation she w ill go forth 

as it  were by the jia ifn a ?  rays o f the Son. bat on her way to 
the Sail she will meet a variety o f infiseoees that may aBme her into a 
false Rwiid^B. one o f seezaio? reality, a id  she may forget her origin and 
la»V herself to the changing dements that she w ill pass over. Bat we 
will tsppnsE she has freed herself from Hie meshes o f the most alluring 
color, say red ; then as she passes on she may recognise her p*r*w and 
xefase to rwarw ¿a her (z g ia a  home—not that it is possible, being 
gafeil sa r e im  to the sozrse whish sent her forth— bat sense portion of 
herself msy be torn away in her efforts to escape, fo r  dip is vaporoas «mi 
bo* firm and positive lit?  the Sam. Now I  want to consider her arrival 
at a point where the ¿¿merest is m t so rapid ; a point where winter 
slowly bind? the earth in its cold em brace; the part  raled bv V « 
fs tsn r aaiessy. It is h se  vLere sba m ar become entangled in 
the meshes of warrjy so ~ndb that she m ar solid ifr sach a large portrne 
o f her seff  p a s  her v r iz ii may sEtsi eves beneath the —. and tbw 
bertgs m s to a co a n d s tm i o f Satwm. Cold and dark he is. xhe 
«s a lt  of the Ergocing m a d  the pobst called Makara. The 11«^  
h ad  rearhsi ho- Hair Seep aad it was the tam ing. That c=rs- 
taZEsed the e je r e a a ?  it had gained s p a  the joazaey; s?d j-  
jtsx what Ssrt=t is earspsnei «£. eryssatbaed m in i s ta ff: a h a sh ed  con­
crete sscirdbiiase c i the v r iT ?  p a s ;: A b  is why be is » m a f
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at the thought of the birthright that has been sold for the mess of
pottage. Volumes could be written upon the mysteries of Saturn, the 
ringed planet, for every one must pass him. The mind must hare tasted of 
the fall to realize Saturn: he is indeed the astrologer, black magician, 
the greater in fortune: he is the boundary that marks the turning point

see. Those who have got the tight side of Saturn he favours with 
many gifts, the chief of which are meditation and contemplation, 
patience and endurance, firmness and stability. In the path from light 
to dark he is the shadow, the final dweller upon the threshold. He is 
the Angel of the Sun ; the first to issue forth and the last to return. 
Those who have conquered him are sure of his aid to the end, for 
they are free. But we can get a full and better idea of the best 
side of Saturn by a study of Jupiter whose symbol is the half eirde 
ocer the croes. for here mind has freed itself from matter, or rather 
let us say it is no longer bound by matter and is free to recognize itself 
while on the journey doing the master's work. We can associate with 
this symbol, pure love and com passion. It is the great God. Jehovah, 
who walked with men. Having passed Saturn, the half circle or Moon 
rises supreme and beholds itself from the foot of the cross. It has learned 
how to be free while in manifestaxka, and bo this symbol k the greatest 
joy on earth, and signifies the hoped the future. It marks the completion 
of a cycle, for its period is just 12 years—the number of the signs of the 
indiar The metal of Jupiter is tin.d Saturn lead, and just as tin is toe 
centre of lead, so when it which was eoneeived in Saturn, works through 
to the surface, its polished brightness reveals the hidden storehouse of 
Saturn's mystery. We have now three more symbols, but not KV* the first. 
These are not the three in one. and the following will represent 
three.

We have now dealt with sz  symbols, but before dealing with the sererrti

being of the spiritual W3L forming the never ¿hashing the
Sun standing as its great symbol. The second zroap being of the prrckic 
nature, will represent the personality, and will have for its central 
symbol the Moon ; and Hke the Mox it will have no Egrr of its ovs. but

centre. Let as now review our symbols and obtain a <b*wke id** q[  - v * 
materials we are to work with—

to involution. But is the devil half so black as he is painted ? Let ns

j

Prr-rs: P i a x z .

only that which it borrows from the San, its ioctak head w»d

Love aad V h k c

1fg u e r r Pxrified Mini
i
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If we arrange these symbols as follows—

♦June

O -------------------— © —  D

we shall find the moon in her circuit rcrand the zodiac forming a 
conjunction with each planet in torn, thus getting all the ex p e r ie n ce ih e  
solar system offers, so far as the planets alone are concerned; but when 
we come to consider that each sign of the zodiac has an influence of its 
own, irrespective o f the color given to it by a combination of the planets 
that may be in the sign at the time, we shall see what an enormous 
kaleidoscope is formed by the solar system, and how it would be impos­
sible to see every picture in one incarnation. Bnt before going into tbe 
symbology of the zodiac, we will consider our seventh symbol, Mercury— 
winged messenger o f tbe gods. Mercury is made o f three symbols in one, 
thus)  O  + =  g  the key to the principle behind it is tbe circle in 
tbe centre, spirit imprisoned between mind and matter. I t  is wisdom as 
considered apart from love: but to understand Mercury, duality is again 
needed. Just as we found Venus the opposite of Mars, and Jupiter 
the opposite of Saturn, so shall we find the mystic Uranus the heart of 
Mercury. This is the new influence that is coming into force, and the 
new Mercury o f our sixth race, for their spirit w ill burst through mind 
and rise supreme in wisdom. The symbol o f Uranus is thus and 
now a further arrangement ¿ f  gar symbols w ill make tbe ideas clear as 
follows—
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EUROPE.
Loxdox, Vrtk April, 18&7.

I  have n ot been able to get any very recent news to send in this letter, 
o f  M rs. Besara’ s  progress in  her new undertaking in  America. She war1, to 
start fr o m  }»ew  Y o rk  where her work commenced, on the 5th instant, for 
St, L ouis, and. w ould g o  from  thence to Kansas, Topeka, Bearer, Colorado, 
LeadvBle, Salt Lake C ity, and Ogden, on her way to Los Angeles. It is 
hoped that tibe resu lt o f her labours will b rin g  about a great revival of 
interest in  Theosophy in  Am erica, and that m any more Lodges will be 
form ed there.

T h e Countess Wacbfcmeiater, who accompanies Mr?.. Besara on this tour, 
has been  w ork in g  bravely  fo r  the cause of Theosophy fo r  some time past in 
the States. H e r  w ork  has done much for the Am erican Section and has 
resulted in  Hie form ation o f  thirteen new Branches, and in the bringing in 
o f  m any new  m em bers to  the Society. It is pleasant to  know that she has 
th e  su p port o f  h er son, Count A xel Waehtmeister, who is at present the 
acting  E d itor  o f  M ercury. This magazine, under his direction, is said 
to  b e  becom in g  m ore  valuable, and is greatly extending its circulation.

M rs. C ooper-O akley has gone to  visit the new ’. Lodge lately formed in 
Borne, o f  w h ich  M rs. A . C . L lo y d  is President. Previous to this there had 
been n o  Italian Branch, though a Lending L ibrary  o f  Theosophical books 
has been  established fo r  som e tim e in Borne, a t 40, via  Lombardia.

B y  th e  death o f  M r. Staples, the General Secretary o í  the Australian 
Section , the Theosophical S ociety  has lost one o f  its  most devoted and loyal 
w orkers, an d  m an y  o f  its m em bers one of the m ost sympathetic and helpful 
o f  fr ien d s. H e  had suffered ,?o grievously during the past few months o f his 
life, th at i t  was a  re lie f to  know  that “ death”  had released him from  Ms 
su ffering b od y . S om e tim e ago  when in perfect health, he wrote o f “  death”  
as the benefactor; w e m ay rest assured that it cam e to  him  as such, and that 
in  a  f o r  happ ier state he now  realizes Ms great gain. Those who knew even 
a  litt le  o f  M r. Staples are n ot likely to forg et the charm o f  Ms kindly 
m anner, an d  th ose  w ho knew  h im  well, will rem em ber Mm as the gentlest 
and k in dest o f  fr ien d s and advisers. Courteousness and kindliness were Ms 
natural g ifts . S u ch  a  w ord  as sorrow is m isplaced when applied to his 
passin g  fro m  o u r  m id s t ; sorrow  fo r  the dead is essentially a selfish feeling 
an d  o u g h t  n o t  to  ex is t  am ongst ns, TheosopMsts. There can be no sorrow 
f o r  th is  on e  w h o  has entered into a state of jo y , and whom we believe to be 
blessed indeed.

S om e o f  th e  recent lectures in the Blavataky Lodge have been o f extreme 
interest. In  on e  g iven  b y  M r. Leadbeater, on th e  18th March, he broke new 
ground in  tak in g  fo r  his subject the “  Christian Creeds.”  Pointing out that 
C hristian ity  as a  re lig io n  w as practically unique in  its definite formnlatien of 
a  creed, h e  first gave  a  b rie f historical sketch o f  the three creeds o f the English 
and B om a n  C hurch , v iz .:— the Apostles, the N icene, and the Athanasian, 
an d  then  in d ica ted  three sources as having contributed to  the various clauses 
o f  these several con fessions o f  faith. These w e re :— firstly, the form áis of 
the secret S ch ools  of O ccultism — perhaps especially the Essenian; secondly, 
the re a d in g  in to  these originals, by the early Church, the incidents recorded
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in tbe life of Jesus; thirdly, the accounts current of the Egyptian system of 
initiation into the “ Mysteries.” Tbe chief clauses were then taken in detail 
and, comparing one creed with another, it was shown what were probably 
original, and what were later interpolations. The main interest centred 
round the earlier clauses dealing with the nature of tbe three Logoi—tbe 
** Father,” “ Son,” and “ Holy G h o s t a n d  incidentally the Theosophical 
teaching as to tbe three great outpourings of Divine Life, and their sources 
in the several “  persons” of the Trinity—a point ora which there has been 
hitherto much obscurity—was made abundantly clear. Of much interest, 
too, was a reference to the original meaning of the condemnatory clauses. 
These were primarily statements of tbe fact that all evolving monads, who 
have not before a period in the middle of the 5th Bound (see “  Esoteric 
Buddhism"), reached a certain stage of development which would involve 
the intellectual realization of certain spiritual truths, would be compelled to 
fall out of the present cycle of evolution, in order to take np the work of 
development in some later man ran tara, for which their backward stage 
would be more fitted; a very different doctrine indeed from tbe monstrous 
“  eternal punishment” idea that has grown out of it !

The clanses referr ing to crucifixion, death and burial, resurrection, etc, 
were, he said, specially doe to the influence of the Egyptian system of 
Initiation into the “ Mysteries,”  where death and re-birth are symbolised 
in the ceremonies through which the neophyte passes.

On the 22nd instant. Mr. Bertram Keightley lectured in place of Mr. 
Leadbeater, who had been compelled to take a rest. He dealt with the 
“  "Voice of the Silence,”  partly from notes made by Mr. Leadbeater, and part­
ly from recollections of a lecture given by the latter to the L ondon  Lodge on 
8m  subject. Firstly, he said that the book from which the three treatises of 
which the “  Voice of Hie Silence” is composed, actually exists in a Lamasery 
on the borders of Tibet, and that it is written in one of the dialects of tlm 
region, not in Sanskrit or Pali. It appears to consist of notes taken down 
by pupils of Aryaeanga, a Buddhist monk and a great teacher. H. P. B., 
cannot be said to have translated the “  Fragments” in the ordinary sense 
of tbe word; the originals being in a language with which she was not 
familiar. What she wrote down came by occult means. By inner vision she 
saw the contents of the book in the language in which she required them— 
in this ease in English. Modification is necessary  also with regard to tbe 
statement that the book forms one of the same series as that from which the 
btaM2a * o f D yza *  are taken, for the treatises in the “  Voice of the Silence” 
are Buddhistic and even sectarian, and are recent, compared to the im­
measurable antiquity of the Stanzas. Moreover the latter were not written 
down in any language, they consist of ideographs only. These ideographs 
have within them an occult force which would produce a picture on the mind 
of a student permitted to er*imtw> them.

Mr. Keightley said that it was am impossible task to connect the three 
“  Fragments”  as though they described definite progress on the Path of 
Discipleship. He then took op the subject of Hie lower S id d k u . He explain­
ed Hat the term ‘ walker of the sky’ did not refer to levitation of the 
physical body, but to the power o f moving consciously on the Astral and 
Devachacic planes, and said that this power might be gained temporarily 
by tbe practices of Haika-yoga, bat to have it as a permanent result needed 
the training and discipline which led to real spiritual growth, when it could
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be carried over from incarnation to incarnation, for the power which was 
attained by the ego remained with him to impress the next body which he
used.

The term “  Great Bird”, Kal/x Hamm, was explained aa a symbol of the 
Great Breath or Pulsation of Life—the going-out of the stream of Divine 
Life which is seen on Higher Planes. The word “ Anm” was referred to as 
the sacred word of the 5th Race—the Aryan; and the word “ Tan” as that of 
the 4th Race—the Allantean.

E. A .L

THE WORK 15 AMERICA.
April 6tk, 1897.

The past ten days have been remarkable for the quantity and variety of 
work compressed into them.

On the evening of the 26th, M ra. Besant spoke at Brooklyn, in the Hall 
of the Y.U. C. A, on, “ Suffering and Evil, their Causes and their Cure.”  
The audience was a very sympathetic one and a number of those who were 
deeply interested were received by Mrs. Besant and the Countess Wacht- 
meister the next evening in the parlour of the same fine building, when a 
Lodge was formed.

The good results of the lectures is New York, Brooklyn and Newark 
were apparent when, on Sunday morning, March 28th, a number of earnest 
people met in the Jefferson Hotel and formed a new lodge of the American 
Section of the Theosophical Society. Mrs. B eaut then addressed the new 
members of the Brooklyn and New York Lodges and remarked that the 
Lodges, to snccetsfnlly perform their d a y  as centres of the Theosophical 
Society and points of contact with the outer world, must extend to each 
individual member a perfect freedom of thought; the uniting idea being the 
belief in Brotherhood.

Checkering TTall, on the evening of the same day, again contained an 
attentive jmdlenra; the subject of the lecture was, “ Materialism Undermined 
by Science.”

On Monday, Mrs. Bessnt and the Countess went to Washington, D. C-, 
where they were received by members of the Society and were the guests of 
Mrs. Johnston, who gave a well attended reception in their honour in her 
large and commodious room, about 200 people being present. At the 
dose of this ceremony, Mrs. Besant was asked to speak, and delivered a 
short address on Theosophy. The next day the lecture hall was crowded 
and all were interested in the pictures of Thought-Barms winch were 
thrown upon the screen by the lime-light. These illustrations of the 
lectures have so far proven very useful and are much appreciated. Mrs. 
Besant received, each afternoon, and intelligent and searching questions were 
put to her.

The next day, when Mrs. Besant left for Philadelphia, the Countess 
formed the members into the Washington Lodge of the T. S_ and on Satur­
day she addressed a meeting at the house of Mrs. Lockwood, who had 
invited a large number of friends.

On Sunday, the Countess lectured at the People’s Church which was 
crowded, in the morning, and gave another lecture in the Society Temple in 
the evening.
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In flobdeiplu the hospitable home of Dr. Emma-Brooke had already 

welcomed one of the party: a bember of interested visitors gathered there 
in the afternoon to talk Theosophy with Mrs. Besant and after she had 
given her lecture in the New Century Club, before a full house, universal 
regret was expressed that she could not devote more than one day to this 
promising field of Theosophic labour. Two meetings were held the follow­
ing day and a Lodge of earnest workers was formed liere, ere Mrs. Besant 
and Miss Willson left. It was touching to find one or two old, personal 
friends of Madame Blavateky, coming forward to tell of the help that she had 
given them, and to express their pleasure that her work was being carried 
an.

The return to New York was an Saturday, April 3rd. The third meeting 
of the New York and Brooklyn Branches was held on Sunday morning, to 
assist the future studies of the members. Mrs. Besant explained some of the 
workings of the three great life-waves of evolution and their action on the 
different planes. In the afternoon she spoke before a crowded assembly in 
the huge hall of the Brooklyn Tfceosophieal Society on the proof of the 
pri«tHiw> of the bouL The adverse remarks of some materialistic speakers 
at the conclusion of her address drew forth an answer, in Mrs. Besant's 
well-known style, in which Ae gently cut the ground from under her 
croc’s feet and showed that the latest discoveries of science were strengthen­
ing tiie Theosophies! position.

A lecture to a good audience in Chickering Hall concluded a very busy 
day, and the following afternoon the Countess joined ns as we passed through 
Philadelphia on our way to St, Louis and the West.

April 14. In New York we had heard of floods along the Mississippi 
Valley, and as are advanced towards St. Louis, which is built at the junction 
of the Missouri and the “  Father of Waters,** more and more flooded ground 
and traces of recent heavy rains could be observed from the railway. The 
papers had been full of the panic caused by the rising of the river, and 
from this and other causes we had received a telegram that no lecture 
would be given at 8t Louis; we were sorry, for the sake of the people 
there, and the work that might have been started. We passed on to 
Kansas City where two lectures were given by Mrs, Besant in the Academy 
of Music. Although tfae'andieaeee were small, the papers on the whole gave 
good reports. Mrs. Decant end the Countess received each afternoon at the 
Midland Hotel, and when we left, a small group of people had gathered who 
would meet and forma Lodge in order to study together.

Ala little before 10 o’clock, on Monday manring, we left Kansas City and 
went on to Topeka, where we arrived soon after noon. We were told that 
we were the first Theosophists who had visited this pleasant little place, and 
the interest in Theoeophy was shown by the many visitors who came to the 
National Hotel to see Mrs. Besant and the Countess. In the evening the 
library Hall was half filled* fay a superior audience, when Mrs. Besant 
(poke on, “ Theosophy and its Teachings.”  The morning of the next day 
was spent in receiving the numerous enquirers and, before we left, Topeka 
had a Lodge of the T. 8-, with twelve members, and showed promising 
signs of future active work sad study. We are now at La Gunia waiting 
for the train to take us on to Denver. W.
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AUSTRALASIAN SECTION.
This Section held its Third Annual Convention at tias rooms of the 

Sydney Branch, 42, Margaret Street, on Good-Friday, April 16th.
The President of the Sydney Branch, Mr. Geo. Peel, iras mianimonsly 

elected to the chair. Delegates were present from Brisbane, Adelaide and 
Melbourne ; the branches of Hobart, Maryborough and Sooth Yarra being 
represented by proxies.

Cairns, Rockhampton and Rondaberg were unrepresented.
The Chairman announced with sincere regret the death of our esteemed 

Yreoeral Secretary, Mr. J. C. Staples, and various representatives spoke of the 
debt of gratitude which both themselves personally and the branches they 
represented generally, owed to him, for his unceasing help, sympathy and 
guidance freely extended to them.

It  was decided to appoint an Honorary Acting General Secretary until a 
successor could be found to fill the vacancy, and as Mr. T. H. Martyn who 
had occupied that position for the previous eight months, is leaving shortly 
for England, Mr. J. Scott. X.A-, was elected to that office, with Mr. H. A. Wilson 
as Assistant Secretary.

lx was also decided that the offer of Miss L. Edger, Jt-A., General Secre­
tary of the N. Z. Section, to help this Section in its need, by giving a series of 
lectures in the different Branches of our Section be accepted, and that she be 
asked to come as early as convenient.

Much discussion took place as to the best means of increasing the useful­
ness of the Section, by establishing systems of Correspondence between 
members ; Lecture Bureaus for the supplying of typewritten lectures to 
Branches whose members, from lack of time or .ot her causes, are unable to 
produce their own ; and a Lending Library to supply branches with books, quar­
terly,lo r  their members ; but for want of funds not much could be undertaken.

A fter the formal .business was concluded and the Convention adjourned, 
riae ¿lie, the meeting became an informal one, and discussed several points 
of disagreement in some of the later mamnalg and other Theosophica1 publi­
cations. On Saturday evening a converwarirme was held, so that members 
might become better acquainted with the visiting delegates, and on Sunday 
evening, public addresses were givrai to a large and interested audience 
on “ The Theoeophical Movement,” by Mr. T. H. Martyn, Y ice- President, 
Sydney Branch ; “  Masters of Wisdom,” by Mr. N. A . Knox, President of the 
Adelaide Branch ; and on “  Invisible Helpers,”  by Mr. ÏL W. Hunt, Presi­
dent of the Melbourne Branch.

H. A.W.

THE SEVENTH SECTION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
We are glad to announce that in compliance with an application made 

by the President of the different Brandies of the T. S. in the Netherlands, a 
Charter has been forwarded to them by the President-Founder, authorizing 
the formation of The NrrHHLLAJTDs Srcnos of the Theosophical Society. The 
application, and Mr. Mead's letter referring thereto, may be found in our 
Supplement.
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THE PASSING OF J. 0. STAPLES*
Last autumn our colleague, Mr. J. 0. Staples, the General Secretary of the 

Australasian Section, came back to England for a brief visit. He had de­
cided to return to the work he loved beyond all else, by the boat of January 
18th; but January found him confined to his bed, suffering most cruelly 
from pains in the head and lapses of memory, the cause of his sufferings at 
first escaping the detection of the most skilful physicians. As time went on, 
however, it became evident that the trouble arose from a deep-seated tumour, 
which gradually led to the paralysis of the optic nerve and the total blindness 
of the patient. The disease drew on, and finally all hopes of restoring the 
brain to health had to be abandoned. It is, therefore, with gladness that we 
have to announce that our friend was permitted to abandon his worn-out body 
on April 1st, and pass on to that rest which he has so well won, and which will 
be illumined with the ever present aid of those who know not the name of 
ingratitude. When he comes again to resume his work on earth, let us hope 
that he will return to a better age than the unpropitious time in which we 
are at present labouring.

John C. Staples was a man respected and beloved by all who knew him, 
We have never heard a disparaging word spoken of our colleague, for he was 
courtesy and gentleness itself in all his words and deeds. Though his name 
was not so familiar to the general Society as the names of our most prolific 
writers, he was nevertheless personally known and esteemed by many in this 
country, and by all in his own Section in Australia.

It seems almost regrettable that when a body has been trained for such 
admirable theosophical work as our colleague was engaged in, it should have 
to be given up ; but it needs must be that the right has befallen, and so we 
cannot be permitted to express regret.

Indeed in any case that would be foolish. Theosophy has long convinced 
us of the absolute certainty that “  there is no death”—to use a hackneyed 
phrase. J. C. Staples is not only as much alive as, but more alive than, we 
are, as far as his continued consciousness is concerned; he is merely shut 
off from the murky interludes of the externalities of this unsatisfactory state 
of affairs called earth-life.

“ Poor Staples!” we heard some one remark, thus bringing intp his 
thought an idea totally foreign to theosophical realities. Why, indeed, lip- 
believers in Christianity should almost invariably speak of the “  dead” as 
“ poor so and so” is beyond our comprehension. They clearly do not believe 
that “ poor so and so” has been taken to “  the arms of Jesus,” as the hymn 
has it ; still, on the other hand, they can hardly believe that their departed 
friend is gone to eternal damnation, for one generally makes an exception of 
one’s own friends. Is it, then, that they think that “  so and so” is to be 
commisserated for being deprived of the “ joys of life,” meaning life down 
here P Then, are the joys of heaven inferior to earthly delights P

But, all ideas of the generality, not only in Christian lands, but in every 
other land of to-day, concerning “  death”— (mark the stupid word itself)— 
are absurd and contradictory; and the hideous funeral trappings and signs of 
woe in which Christians rejoice are a ghostly affront to the idea of a benign 
Providence, who is even at the lowest estimate an “ All-merciful Father.”

* [We are sure that this obituary, which is reproduced from April Lucifer, will 
be appreciated by our readers.—Ed.]
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Why should we grieve for the “ dead” ? Surely we ought to rejoice ; 
unless indeed the person has been very evil | Thousands of years ago the 
ancient Thracians, of whom Herodotus tells us, used to sit round the lifeless 
bodies of their friends, and rejoice to think them at last free of their prison 
house. Are we then so far behind the common sense of thousands of years 
ago P

We should ever remember that in reality we are not sorry for the 
| dead” but for ourselves. This selfish grief hinders and does not aid the soul 
of our beloved on its journey to rest between two lives.

Let us have flowers and white horses, and happy music at funerals, and 
not that eternal blank for everything, which would damp the enthusiasm of 
a'tflartyr, and is an insult to nature.

If the Theosophical Society could but bring about the overthrow of 
the black fetish of death which the people hug to their bosoms, what a great 
work would be accomplished!

The Platonists of old—mere Pagans of course—did not refer to death in 
such an ignorant fashion. They did not say of one of their friends, “ Poor 
A. is dead or, “ It is so sad; poor B. breathed his last yesterday—” they 
rdcited to each other triumphant declarations of the soul’s immortality, 
ahd of its real nature, saying, “ Agathocles is now blessed,” “ Melita is at 
Idfigth truly happy.”

Therefore, too, we say that John C. Staples, not our late colleague, but 
our colleague still, is now happy, nay, even blessed.

Pair offerings of flowers were sent by the European Section in the 
name of the whole Society, by the Australian, from members of that Section 
in England, by Mrs. Besant and the Blavatsky Lodge, and by other friends. 
The General Secretary represented the Society when the body was buried 
at Brighton on the 6th; Mrs. Parker and Miss Minet, late officers of the 
Melbourne Branch, represented Australia; and Dr. King, the President, 
and a number of members of the Brighton Lodge, by whom Mr. Staples 
was well known and loved, were also present.

G. E. S. M.

NEW ZEALAND SECTION.
The General Secretary has again gone on a lecturing tour throughout 

the Colony. Leaving Auckland on April 3rd, the first place visited was Gis­
borne, where she gave two lectures, the first on “ The Meaning and Pur­
pose o f  Re-incarnation,” the second on “ The Masters of Wisdom,” both being 
well attended. Mrs. Draffin lectured in Auckland on April 11th, on “  Invisi­
ble Helpers,” to a good audience. The subject will be continued in her next 
lecture. The increased activity in Christchurch still goes on. In Dunedin, 
Mr. A. W. Maurais lectured on April 8th, on the “ Septenary Universe.” 
The various classes and Branch meetings continue ; the H. P. B. classes are 
proving very useful.
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Sr ! it . Ia n  L  le n t i ,  D- D,

JEf>r/i"Tf jeor» «  fte C U k k .)

A  saeik ü t  4 is  is»  îest >jnr »aàseâ faor fey s^iäsid* d  f  fr in itili imi 
Î t iy * r 6,$re äcjr sert si * » *  tn w ii tiutî vtiriit 4 e d i u K .  jMfdbital 
pernnean* snâ rssissrdbs fasse Sesæ fm maaatj  fróas 4 c  aagat stoâeaA t « « c .  
•i/nes ia 4 c  tçe* stssa& 4 e  bbsí5.usb feas faîDoKïà las fM**F*jr s o i  apn«» 
isrikisw ttyiféxt. ta 4 e  essasi «sf-lacer, "  PW inuV1 .usácm» sad a»Tißem»ii» 
irrKJiixt i f  atezas d  a « E i c rn g  retid erjiti» s i kfa izz&ss lewe« 5b esaiC 
«Rrtató Mar a falle i M d f

Ionen  d  4 e  secafe v X  fe d  d is  'r /jk ts  t t  a i t n u c k  eríct- d  aj<au j  
asir i d  a  » K  10»  v n s e s a d  a w d o i d  iy  Cbracassa D -1/ i ,  à  «bigis 
Mfrí i*®  obsesa far a s s á  mb 4 c ifawwaiw d  a d t n  ly ír if  l i l i ,  eaicya 
das 4 e  adì semer are *L etoniim i lesaMàsca^ sKdwiäßsfeaaäbsg shear 
cEtáaii aália ica ¿í^ 4 cée lc  fate il iSjfe He. E33eirt<d, ía Ms istrada*' 
Ä ®  ÍF- am, "wisfe aÜaáxug la 1st y&&ssr d  fajyaagtáasa, s iw ii ty t *  sÈrsaEg 
joifi iU43<tsae U n a s  n l  Boar as eastrtd 4 e  a n a l sed r58 d  it* mfeject m  
faf aaMreSBjeii **3 bias 4  áeseí fa» -sard* **«d ses*/ a d is t i»  yarJutaai 
S™6* * ®  s *  Súba l o i  « 7 , 4 es , 4 s ¿  a IjetrELvváítd «prit assy oat äs» 4 c  
n * ? ~  la  referring ta 4eCUaese yraaaee t * j d  * J&nmgAmmf 4 e  aotfatr 
* ÿ *  ia a Saat-«aie ; * Trk a  n&sñj e*mh zb&sA ta Y'aeäx'AfiOsÂ  &2tssfg2&2 vrv- 
’jwd-wet d  4 e  Prydfafaaá fcaeHf, l-feíb aid £pe* ¿feirgss€% w i ,  FÍsa- 
*ü*¡i¿T Dr, Será» fe» atea» a e»ds3 g Acrrer asid a rgfaasssai» reader 
s a l  iba* d b s d  a r e a s r ia id f exudase array d  fausta r á d i  ta u w »  Ís3  ta  fa  
«áwiíÉíefclf -aasfbl re 4 e  Seid d  tá*e «aeslt, a*d riárfa aoierísfá** tas. 133 
dfard la icBvrfc.

Tea «baleni ace detened ta <fee aarratsos d  drferetrt eaaca d  dacaaátat 
«itoeead «s €3ak® s o l  «ífar ymxn-

'V34 ene reaytet Sor 4e Cuñadía* íañfe áfc a ^  te trusted, eesctm kg 
tffae dfitasr d  f*&gesc la Jtaas, as reiaráag afeatmásag josere, tbat ogüeív 
dsae S j^ w tá M w a tt as 4c medium. ar evea (fa  stranr unii d  a angle 
w4bnÁ\a>-' rasH fee mfiekst ta s ecass i lar tfae remit* »lasted fef 4 e  
sarifasr-

Tfae featát la» at»»* feeanlf adetosad iy  tfae pre*% a s i 4 c  pfê áfc. Ose 
«ferrytuat irniet 4 ^  4 e  wwi •“ «ugiúd fee xusde a VaOAi'Ssz. m Sbe Tfetrjlg- 
jptad Cdfarta-** Tfa JSaÜm ( fa »  T w fe » f i  d  t ic  » t « i ;

* 4 c  i d d i  faauè is tac d  4 e  feest «wröfeataMS ia 4 c  nxtiaafe ÍásK* 7  d
4 t  wtv/^i, a d  a tarará» tfe» ovt^at^czótso^ few¿ -sfeótfa «ante
ä^r ríC vreac 4»  efees «f yuvuvtun» ia a tSceve^alf dfytcdsc w 4  asjwt^dfeci

* V  r,i a» iseradscsfac iff ScK. 3S. F , Ettewvud, 2fe $L Satrtíasrf d  Fwhjj- 
veriav fe sid  d  Flétala Hárnámut. Gú & A ., acd as TnÜfr trtMir |i »»iíim isI. HofaBcsi, 
i^aácfe f̂ed aoc Gaaéed JUackŝ  €&&s%ß Heiwvj. Fátc 7«, M set.

* Sae j»t- 1 $ aui 4IS».
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*  *■**' ™*Y*t*M. fett afll va»«- fe t ta »  <u* y,* envW  Ä* «|

sââiâi *  i» -aas: 2uv&di*»t»sJ”
I S e J « n < w  Jvmw&tffii» Mzêfaâ&áa*x* (TW bfef**^ ¿r**. d *  

tpwi a Isœgj amU «tasvivui? «ráMtaatu, -giMueujr -wjdi des* -*v -q» ; * Tus ■ - -tv. 
eii% 3$ t lt  S r l  «a ra «  fe*  «  Ü » « ¿ s  t* « r ,
là »  & e i#vwk « ¡ 1 U  »ü riy  RaéiM B^peé «a «* » ^ » « iU r d a i«  ^

ap*ósaa er aorj íssséww er»a¡ iä ö«^  us nar jkpvs i  uaií-á'.**»! jiftCrrss.
Ufr femur.

l i  B M í ss Se »tïuâsTSsft Sil tuai mous surest usíts iss*y> a.sv* -uut 
• a i ;  W  ímmam&z, d it «aatauMi dse X w j fcufi «s» iwssut. *fe  *<iwc a  
au Sasaae an^fesa” as «EéíesJj idus, a» ^  are psrwfefiy- adurtusd W * 
fhpíÓMi «Iw kwnr -áes 4aaw3r » á l

XY6AZIY£j¿.
ljm áfvr—A g n i 1¿$7. T ie  ̂ a&tjfc-Tv»**- rsdsr» 59 «he f  r*a*á «rawflatá^,

"jÍ a sssaxá trssstáae «idus HSbdsaás miííú* vt dis jvmr? aá/míwtí >.rtw 
Seña ai Xfe*> a fe  niw m tit dmt- «ut auauw * us» rt-sfiasvreTsd a «úsaos y* 
asafesa; yrii iwhiBtini a fe  d it «nas w%a « i nrMĤ iMBOrusráMj ani *rr*~-r 
laáiiri nftiwintfc megSssT afedast tus »wrr ~5s í¿  jkhíSj imyirjea#* fkaA e&esz 
á a n  *9 iae a fe e  v> kart il iraiafnasj. a « i  Faojla«».*' ft »  fegg® -ría« 
áásT dU le: uvut earJj sua à ie * w i  » fe e  aess^asfe -tei 5»s iarss x-vn-ye» yj 
Riiiy - tss*ásn » f e  art feweautef irsu ti. U n. Tfezsoà?-r*st »
¡ábs feist ÎBattaSaoesc « i a ts3-t maanisárs artkäe « .  ** iie^aitanuathti. ” «usr-sh. 
d e  e r p /u fe s  fe  fe y  v » a  fefesussuuertausi Ik ^feasru afei. «u «afl fe  rsa srífe  
aa «m**rtsa¿ fe  vrbutrpé vaAm/i at vst-vüar fei mimai eruhcá«. .V > _  *_ 
W dfe -»ree* «■ * Tut tó&u 59 idfefe" a fe  «tsas* tìuat fe «̂ vraedBrnr d e  
W ïfe«m eli«fijçk* « tta fe u li ufes tart-nvi -xogesìj 55 erys<*t<ut jrasu* «isfe-r, 
in »  «a fe e *  ^ferar fer iift f ars «UDwstáfes « ífe  dis «ssos^jásius 
a b fe y  « w a f  tfe  feM " and d o t 5» 4m<p<>9s ties " btar»~> 5« rrrs ùis usv 
feartaç a femoravfe iearieug—«dxuans tusnu -irnÄ 5» iiaásrs “ Hs 3s iv’ivwvd 
i f  Ufes Cafe feafe am an*5© «n safe « f Faafe*' Tus xirvsTstum?
anfefea—  ̂Tie ¥ ísbA h  *Ä Yhew ' aafe ̂ Asuvugiis ̂ usfeis» vf tfe Firn Tav 
OsaitliTjist —art tJyuiaanife; îfe/as lisfefe ■“O * smebs tssHissriavit pa«ss>est fe 
lfe  Xsar Tsaaaausaxt,** “  (h r  rtfecfea. it» CSfedrsaL," afe *"Ti»s bauife-a Fiafe- 
«^Ay~ ae«<«afefefe. l i  fe Vs uw«ó ifest -dus ia «  (feudns ?iüiw,wfer. 
arfil k  í waafe  fe  laide ferm . X e. Enfe H vm rife arnsss «0 * T k  X n « ' 
ffcyda  srf T ^ a a f e m t ” «Mxtratnfeg Tfeafefem a-feb Obrfefefej fe 
U w  «eqefe. TW ~ SerfearsiT js^s 1®. »is«r d a» a esrfefe feítá » vi 
X n , îîsjsaafe s Imiiiüßstiva t¿ dis Üúaisis'ad (xitá las awsaresL ■ajutrsii. ŝ rsagj 
fMWigst y Im Ii rsaaa.’nfe sibssatrs fedis prfrfen» fefifeoiiiarsVit« rsfesr- 
fe  tfersr. T k  nsr fextácai « ’SU k  atsuixuafe mauj .

Msr̂ mwf im Ayrïi igea» afea sai áuter»feáBg ewnrfeutíiai «l “ Tus 
Ef<e,dtt: Xárrur f e ik  Kvir,*' felivafelf am afeácfe «n •‘'Tus Vyóas’ a-iútái 
adam afe t fe r a g  linfe, día «rfeutal atfewar« kart ao wn&si ©caBJepiaon fe 
them. T ie  »rfesr neddfeamtt—

-a >  finfe dm Y featagss«Mptad feaâi táie wvksss, Vfeagiu uaslsafe 
fam feat«»;

ddfe d «F  f e  Mfe vngmubs inm  aay fe£rüaali -¿bat tke £tiaimi 
Ufe fetfe CMĴ itfett tk a i kat «tac dem afe gairs dem  «nfe;

^  tfefe fe d tt Yfeau, dttSMiiittcafetimmfeuuaiiKaisaattfe impurtau» 
fe  fetwii w r e  xsuftunaaies **»«« dis m W  ferxu ;
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i+l and :.im d e y  originate ftem  vtà  *re ermrsuneàm (ree W«rd?
* The Th e re r^A f A  Unmywwv” 0vee » *nmtwr o# f̂ócastídn« frvn tke 

$eetf* *<&&*, M m à m n% fm  W W  in «he dw tirínéx A  Karma, Reénnama, 
5«5nr «he eti«ce»ee ai ' Hî ner faceti, r-nv'e*' etkerw ite eeiìeà Mahatma*. *#«♦ 
«aerai «Cher «tMehmsr* al de Warient-Kel yin». Tíie frvrrnn Jhspaecm*»* 
feerie«*, M ^(M (b)» 4 Cerner awiphce thè mmher.

Them pkf  è* J w M wŵ  «eme« enr *>» » negfcC>ífí6feín̂  tAnrAuu
int( intere** r.7 »rciele* m sddiúón te thè nemu reyer* xtvi ether m irtirt x 
gpesñ im fM tem em l en de fnrwer i ?< «'•íes. W e e tte tri enr enalten Sacíe»«.

b yrìe r1 *A r—iír. £céá<t »«ehmgf hi» grz-tvi ftarterlp ber,ter zrui hewer 
w i& esrék fteék iten e. Of all che puh' i^ í^nst dercseÁ fa tke éfaeuUttom 
ftfdm t T»a*x>ték, ÍC jmmmmp de deepen-, interesé  fov che generai pnhhe. 
C>ir nei» magjwìt»» appeal mnre di r^ciy iw *n edneared eUmteVe ATheree* 
phie s&víenc». «Wte 1>wÌéAmAtmà er th è 4treetìtm  A  ite fvr;li*nn edio** 
*pre*»l* £ fesse fer »il «he haare Imi a y  1 int éresete f bearti a» in—rp tintili 
•mae mi «he itótffiér or apre» a» hom i'* drtngrta; te  «he «*vrVI hem o/i «he *»t, 
Jfr. ¿head, 1 *m arìail sa >*««, is sciti keepMKr h.moeff ahwl Apvm ti** **rm» 
et íálfn«? fiMMir ah» Medi ce m nàe bét « riera ac Jfnm hevr Hvmr,
end Traetehn* premanehenat, B e*» 4/rm tcéeé--í* he hnt laten lar m m  
•nuche a»hit abarwtáag &£&&&*an amieiaadaf che ffn jHah «mmĉ «tu«* 
«he fred térA fe esxi &  che lese ef píete««» «p* lar a anrfein̂  fftmlnr. 
The leasing arsíefcáa de Aprii anader et a * Messale fa m  h * A ,~  thè 
¿m usa* A  w iéth à&femdéà M t. iceari lar mere chan Chef wM  aaf Ttn<fcat 
al Kajâ Tnipk, ere» chr̂ ggh het Sede aéaaae«4 m  In  aefiauuanee 
aieb P'acAr.̂ i-. i rpAem~ Fòt «he naaptf arer* that ene «he* «m II «fcaeiepe 
ewcrv'ante tfirxiKÙ â h* dac «iith  Che iete M^nr ftnehief <aM  
# Ceaaeivw Claamefa»«  ̂ <mwfe Ér-ft̂ vr̂ * * Anémat M̂ ptesimm,” Ceh. ftt, 

p. l?fir et #%.,**& «héeh n» eal>4 JSwtp/MdkfÁ, m  t̂t-rtrnc-*- 
eeeíd dn rv l f  cetérm̂  ce a frirace piare irnm whéehieerwkr» et*, he et* 
«hvfed ; hamer pe»w*W) «he *£*&& eleaCemai Chacra ce c«m»
feónf de erx&ntnetem  &&& de terw» nne «iehee ee aee ar de •<__^  ̂
wiaheacexotye. th è ?¿ec* áe <vul ^  Arfáa *.me ««ui d e  nn%» w v ter i» 
dee Jfr. áteaí afceahi ee iesnásg tkem  ac d;* «¡e fcoor, fU m erer, tm. *  a 
eund -rbnee ap̂ rnpvhtte mecca nenfel bef 4*44 a«4 Ter& m re, età  *e amé 
aec tfce x  hoc dee he «Ü9 »h«h aheae de re*<« al che IrWtMr. Im a

vnc<, ae «zà à m ttf «a* j£/ fte**« Me feaAeacer ^ 4  deírawieyaae 
CWáMA»

Mr l&tes&i <t &p¡>e%&h deh Mr, Leaíheecer'a Jffali.. en Aiijeh 
«ea«a^lie<wdarr,̂ s*-i|**hí6, *rid «Kar ■vvder'i r>»* are feTd íieínre 
de reviera e# frw ierìemà A t titágfcg. herre hee* anc«erpecedt fna reve y,< nc*»
>n / » . a  í  *eaehinsf are pedn<e>í ear Hk» Sh^c y^ n ritf eerreá uréter, be&f* 
meeínnuhup h f  «téaeevm alChe ysw et A  *#i*x#*t*À, ntá, téac
esrnív ,ncemnnr»e and a yr*mmeme*m <$&& *ee*i ¡uv;, e l M eeoncf, he artrnáfeÁ 
fie  «hele w lf eladevC ceteháĉ  U w »& e  eeAfe& úm * » a i de ornint. 
are â wwc «v* tíear, tìcfy Che eeder rfaf, «hee | nan yvm̂  eeer 
de prv^rhceceal de lerdeeannof 9̂r>i Veúúm A  de b*44k**t (Stétrinem  
ac CeienMv» de kamet  ̂».■nasr̂ A v» &nmte4 anc ca me
^^de*ra«eaea<teacaí ^ n a w n e íd e  ennhé^e adepc (4 y -^ ^ )  n ft 
^tusnentíf Sepe «be» de la«er / , «éeé de he» rntr<r -4 *-—■ in
foahnaane w>ec*ceív *»»,.,7mewtt UQe*%.t the ym er* may ae

etereneá h j an aiipnriierf i»rth>rlc<ift i»ía<4 peram. Ine adar »  taW»y



Sbft r«W*M**l fft >*»e Ue»W felteHty *ut * *  fc* ih* ^  « t e «
» *  paemene, «M *«t feepröiiefertHfe ase she ^  enw,^*«7 art te *ui* 
■attly fcU* » ñesim fe fee ****** *nd âm&mrj «wie« »ton
^  * " * * * * » > *  U*L -M ^  fte-fe*» ?M M lW K 4(
g j f '  *J * fc»4 < te te ««fe  «fe K. M  ft, said me |^.feeted fe
Îkm»  ikrw tead* ster, »ernten 7*37 fernen* *n«l «n*e*a*M «WdwïSafe vwM 
*** afame mteútm- aftemijwid? »  her 'ttatmerife*'* ¡»nWfe *&»wv» ægfê  
îbe had had She mañea* eómeemíati refere fe^irt^ sue iwwe fcr fe* ^wfe 
haíL T k t  fe a «rery « ç q ÿ iy  fa*r„ « 1* neser j** ^  fA m7  W w
lectfeAjand »flprvvt-fea* Kt» she -tie ne **s¡nsr ^  
día kmgfa¿&íii& arfe»»* <rf Pife* in- hi* »rare -ví alenhelí*«ÍA«„ *n«i fe* teas 
eftwfe «Sí wstñe* «íl -\p-inm. fefng «tee  afea  pK7sf«ísüy peral?*»* %  ¿  
dnvf, Bos iati*’.* n w n ^  fe *few««tr, lite a eha^er *nr, \Í fee Te«a. ^Háesrae 
and Wr. ftteaf -wafer fe # « e  tee erery^oy-e'Seei»? wmnfeine

____  B, ft, (>.

C ot Obrate te^irtjÿ h*áseap,-in she r«s?y fen rs^  -tf sefe***,s*jfea 
Zealand and A iatr*, *, tífe anaseiate marinne* "He u«ítíHe ni feí«» Highly
hwereaeinef feene «si fy/rierUratA,

Jíeswapp* smm -Tiv-e, fe-dauunderanie impernine*, a* d  shew?«- 
fear, «tlteraoyant * teen »teñid «fee wtPs&ttVA ae * rare ^  feis raster a* 
an tetara mteñotaee * ) t e  all «ay feme in fMieaeaai -d *y a jeriweiy 
acusma» eonrae <d «ierefepmens «íl ene íaherene peaer*, *1 diet »e  «sat 
w fe» a e  fe  wSÍ, fee tete«* and fe ;n<ç» *  anrmaily ümratiHie fe «he -nted 
<yer"’ stane ssaficfes ahieh «orrennd n* m e?ery nde. Te«* arréele fe Mínw, 
te >,7 a ftagrapliíeaí and eñsíeaí *tefeh «rf Trnfeetnr W. Crv.tr« - %%&%, 
tea a pe^er en faérte» inedite * A Xteicaeien amen« fee ffrlfe.^ 3tetç »e  
te re  TntefeMf f>vt«e < adraíralvíe adire»* teiere -He Cenète te^Mteur, 
é t e e e  ;  f -dhwrte hy »  C-hete" *feñe» *Tite Telen tene ’ , *iÉar*el*
d  tedian îtearid” ; and, *  The leunmaaldj <d she t e d / ' ae tem nna^ei 
i y  fUnmennei Kenn. Bnn j^jr-ite-awi ahnntd he read—* renter rs¿ fe fe 
aaaanmfyteiE

Ze Zela* Tlfe esfeeflenc -sr̂ n «il she teaeny m Pranee ha* fee»
enmte« re« îarfy, and »«*»7 «fershdy rê eeeenc« ene «enemeanfe. 5«tn 
fend e# enlfeee and píeaawrê feekín«. We teeyéyr ee«ren fear, an «vue an rteut' 
Unarser- ean feed ene eette *nna* esdunae* te fee «teifeñ» atvamre. JLad, 
temete tee teen teeñedRf rateda»ay fenee Attende», m «aæ ene<dìm* 
Satmendenelf lens? 'nnr*, ae te« eoe rained and feapeeste nwlea«net Caosam 
Ceawine* and Ite P'aneai, fe paafen. ** üteivre afe msnm an en« ^ n lil 
tan» aç> »he *e«id &e «w«pese« sa arise she edüsîsfe«- necee* »Hufe fee 
t e »  fitea fe ni'-hfy «feaenea,

Z'Xee Jiateae^rW e hewe heard *.«h tee»> « « snas fefe new 
aad tfÿcxfi .xui Ttenenÿhfeai raatear oa* jad sa he - u «penden ¡d (íenweiurSiee 
e< aUiea* aad «vfeer smnhfe» in she rimsif «d en -fr^ad ií. finTlj, F, X  ^  
We «riáis ifi awae«» erar yaaer sa «tundae * eersaui anmner dseMla-^M« 
Tteemayteeai «tó^fenne* ás dtew ac «senas«nea. #v «neh «tegetrn* ene«. 
<te — jweenriTfeh d  a«ed ehnaaai* riteneH a tefe, she ¿ead.og pnhte -rf » *  
•saideaa he reaenedu

We ar.fcaeeñedfl* adh shan ir,» she «emyc al a *^ÿa«e pamçiifes on she 
trenemeeiaf teaarv.a Sŝ sr» hy iír IT, % ¿eieeandra. jfcidte*^ x, x , 
hsaaaf  háftfc »re*«-am« net rite Jíadaa» itetea» Cafiê e, and amemívíe «I ramea» 
X atefe Amanaatevaa, Tte «Mnocaa» «I thé» ar» ra^anutheci t e «
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l i f  rt'h ess of ikp * M i n  J M m l & n « / ' tad  contain the methods os 
BftS »  » »  by ?he Medical profe^ioa in Europe and in d k  and will be ioeni 
tenr serriceabla. Price f a r  i m \

JLtfadfilhtn. for AjeSL cwataia = * A  Glance imo the K tb tit ' « d  a 
(ta ih K d  arrilewa Kv-ides a srady of the Qeeekissa of the B&asa-
n d  GhL sH iM W fsats » r ifc s . The Jcarral of the Maha-badhi S otm  
is oars with its s$aal Bsr <1 m U le  n tn er.

A  neat K uif n a q U e t Ins V «  r eferred with thanks, fic—  Jferwrj 
P d fe lix c  Cb, $ n  PiMtectt. iw i i i i i^  N o  exceDeat a n id e —sss at 
* I ih u k  the IkcscfihK al ky Alexander F iD cnoa—the o d »
n  * Boar the D irae X«m i? I n w k  iraeif d n a s l  P lygcal X saea”  h  
C w t  A idT adkoK sscr.

IW  T ln b r  c  lack May !Sf>r. Ins aanonar other things an afoariil on 
*Pannes.~

A t  h d b a a M fii <at Sit U tr  1S?7, begins ns asst, r i d  the p a r  
^Stviass s i Sbs S n n b iiiB t  A n n d a z^ a .'*  1 edExtral saTrv̂ 1 me 
p e o n  '■bccbr it £  usssabi? far n ta  to proiar? ta r  djecote  
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have exhibited many pictures to substantiate the assertion. The 
explanation is as follows :—

“ The idea is an elaboration of that wherein the voice is recorded on the 
cylinder of the phonograph. Instead of the vibrations being imprinted on wax, 
they are caught by the camera in the shape of the geometrical figures they 
produce. Across the larger end of a tin cone is tightly stretched a piece of rub­
ber. Upon the surface is placed a small quantity of light powder. The cone 
is placed upright and a mirror is hung at an angle over it. Every movement of 
the powder is reflected in the mirror, and a camera placed opposite the mirror 
records the movements of the powder. The sounds to be set down are made at 
the smaller end of the cone. The vibrations put thé particles of powder in 
motion. The powder dances and scatters, forming the strange figures that 
afterwards appear on the negative plate.

Within a few days the biograph is to be brought into use, when 39Ô con­
tinuous pictures will be made of one example; say a bar of “ Home, Sweet 
Home.” These pictures can then be thrown on a screen, when the music will be 
shown in what will appear to be reproductions of marvellously pretty subma­
rine vegetation, intermingled with reefs and spidery forms, orchids and Other 
plants, and tracings in new and strange patterns.

One remarkable feature of the experiments is that the sounds have been 
found to take the form of things familiar. Thus, a sharp, staccato tone gave 
a picture like a snake coiled as if to strike. Sometimes the reproductions are 
as if a beautiful flower had been photographed. These will make most 
interesting pictures when they are magnified and thrown upon a screen.”

***
Frank H. Sprague writing in The Metaphysical 

Wholesome Magazine on the power o f  thoughts and emotions to 
“  Healing effect changes, first in the psychical centres and next 

Philosophy.”  in the physical body, by reaction thereupon, says :
“  Our bodies are reservoirs of expressive energy. They 

may be made either invaluable allies or obstinate opponents. Thus We may 
surround ourselves with “ body-guards” of willing friends or determined 
foes. If we cultivate states of anger, worry, fear, morbidness, or discontent, 
the psychical centres of our bodies become charged with the resultants of 
these emotions, and they will surely re-act upon us sooner or later. We may 
be suddenly seized with a fit of anger that attacks Us from the 'atùbtish of 
this bodily store-house of psychic forces, where we have long harboured if 
unawares. But, if we live habitually in the higher realms of consciousness, 
where love is the supreme law, the psychical centres of our bodies become so 
permeated with vital and beneficent energy that their reflex influence tends 
to strengthen and confirm our very attitude. ‘ To him that hath shall ne 
given’ ...Every hateful thought returns like a boomerang; but friendly 
thoughts create for us friends, both within and outside our bodies.”

**#
W e notice in this paper o f  April 1 7 th an account 

o f a discussion on thé soûl bétvtfeén nreTnbéi*â o f the 
The Truth Brooklyn Free-thought Society and Mrs. Annie Besant 
Seeker and at the close o f  one o f  her lectures. It giv’es its 
Theosophy. champion's remarks but leaves out Mrs. Besant’s 

answers. Evidently they were afraid to  give them to 
fhfetr readers. FVee-thcught appears to be only allowed to the 
Editor. Truth-seekers must take what he sees fit to  give them and 
be thankful that the exertion o f  thinking for themselves is avoided. 
The editor says, Mrs, Besant “  was seen at her b e s t ,"  in her rejoin­
der, attacking her critics tl with confidence”  ; also that, “  Her pero­
ration was a matchless piece o f  oratory, holding thé audience spell­
bound.”

K
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T. S. FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
I hereby beg leave to acknowledge, with thanks, the following donations 

and subscriptions to the various funds of the T. S. from 27th April to 25th 
May 1897.

H ead-Quarters F und . R s. A. P.
Mr. C. Sambiah, Mylapore, Subscription ... ... ... 1 8 0
I Alexander Fullerton, New York, Further Sectional Dues ... 163 7 0 
„  N. Gr. Cholmeley, 0. S., Rangoon, Donation ... ... 100 0 0

L ibrary F u n d .
Mr. C. Sambiah, Mylapore, Subscription ... ... ... 1 8  0

A d y a r , M a d r a s , ") T . V ijiaraghava C harlu,
25i/t May 1897. > Treasurer, T. 8.

MOVEMENTS OF THE PRESIDENT-FOUNDER.
The President of the T. S., is on his way to Australia and New Zealand 

to till the theosophical fields. He may be addressed, c/o Acting General 
Secretary, Australian Section, 42, Margaret St., Sydney.

The President-Founder, just previous to his departure for Australia, 
received the following letter from the General Secretary of the European 
Section 'I'. S. enclosing an Application for a Charter to constitute anew Section 
of the Theosophical Society in the Netherlands.

L ondon, 23rd April 1897.
C olon el H. S. OLCOTT, p . t . s .

Dear Mr. P r e s id e n t ,

I have the honour to herewith forward the application of the Presidents 
of our seven Dutch branches for a full Sectional charter.

As General Secretary of the European Section I would most fully endorse 
this application which has the approbation and good wishes of all of us.

The formation of a Dutch Section of our Society is not only an honour 
to the whole European Section, but will greatly simplify all details of organi­
zation. Needless to say that the cordial relations which have ever existed 
between the Dutch and European Head-quarters will continue uninterrupted. 
And the same is the case with the older Scandinavian Section and our Head­
quarters, several members of which are to visit Sweden in the near future.

A msterdam, April 1897.
To the President-Founder, Theosophical Society, Adyar.

Dear Mr. P r e s id e n t ,

We, the undersigned Presidents of the Dutch Lodges of the Theosophical
9
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Society, hereby make application to have our Branches constituted into a 
Section and beg you to grant us a Charter for this purpose.

Wo remain, dear Sir,

1. H. B. Friokb,
2. K. P. C. »13 B azel,
3. P. VAN T uijleu,
4. J. P . S teijbos J r ,
5. F . W . Hagenberg,
6. P. J. B. V, ». Beek,
7. D. de Langeu

Yours Pratornally,
President, Amsterdam Lodge. 

„ Vaha/na „
,, dew Helder „
„ Haarlem „
,, Rotterdam ,,
„  dew Haag „

Vlaardvngen
In compliance with the foregoing request, a Charter, authorizing the 

formation of a National Section of the Thcosopbical Society in the Nether­
lands was duly forwarded by the President of the Theosophical Society. The 
Charter-text will appear in a future issue of The Theosophist.

NEW BRANCH IN HOLLAND.
The General Secretary, European Section T. 8,, writos that, “ A charter 

has been sent this day, April 10th, 1897, to the follwing members in Holland: 
W. B. Fricke, H. Wierts van Coehoorn, P. C. Mauleman van Ginkel, E. Win- 
dust, E. Mauleman, P. M. Perk Joosten and J. Wierts van Coehoorn-Stout, 
to be known as the Amsterdam Branch of the Theosophical Society."

NEW BRANCHES IN AMERICA.
On March 31st, a charter was issued to the Fidelity Lodge T. 8., Buffalo,

N. Y., with 8 charter-members. The President is Dr. Thos. V. C. Barnard, 
and the Secretary Miss Annie F. Hastings, 397, Goundey St., North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y.

On April 1st, a charter was issued to the Englewood White Lodge T.8., 
Chicago, 111., with 9 charter-members. The President is Mrs. Maude L. 
Howard, and the Secretary Miss Gertrude Longenccker, 7257, Stewart Ave„ 
Chicago, 111.

These Branches are due to the work of the Countess Wachtmeister.
On April 2nd, a charter was issued to the Mercury T. S., Brooklyn N. Y., 

with 9 charter-members. The President is Mr. Alfred A. Ury ; the Secretary, 
Miss Ellen H. Hendrickson, 424, Franklin Ave.

On April 3rd, was chartered the Cleveland T. 8., Cleveland, Ohio, with 
12 charter-members, a result of the Countess Wachtmeister’« labors. The 
President is Mrs. Amanda L. Cady j the Secretary, Miss Helen B. Olmsted, 
1085, Prospect St.

On April 4th, was chartered the New York T. 8., with 20 members.
On April 13th, was chartered the Washington T. 8., Washington, D. C., 

with 20 members. The President is Mr. Azro J. Cony; the Secretary, Mrs. 
Anna M. Jaquess, 202, Indiana Ave., N. W.

These two, together with the Brooklyn, are due to Mrs. Annie Besant, 
There are now 28 Branches in the American Section.

A. F.

OBITUARIES.
Our learned brother, Rama Prasad, President of the Meerut Theosophical 

Society, informs us of the demise, on May 3rd, of Pandit Chandra Shekhara, 
for several years Secretary of the Meerut Branch, until transferred to Agra, as 
Head Master of the Normal School. While on a visit to friends in Meerut he 
was attacked by dysentery which proved fatal in spite of all efforts for his 
restoration to health. Our correspondent says .-

“ He was literally the friend cmd well-wisher of every ho/J/y:—and that, I 
believe, is saying much of any man in this age of struggle. I have not 
had the good fortune of knowing another man of his type. He was aged 
61 years; but he has left two young children behind, the eldest being about 
ten years of age.
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My only cotóiforb in in thè bolid! fchali «neh a fornai man is sure lo (Itici a 
■pcodv passage lo thè abode of Rii««,

W o regrét vory mudi lo record thè depuriti re irorn t. hi e. lite, of brolber 
A. D. Ezekiol, and of R imi Ibihadur ('hiiiiamcm Nacque libai,, The fornici’ 
wh>x fi vory old und wel) knowri memberof lite l'oona Brandi miti thè lattei' 
bhougli ti member oi llie l’ rari,binili, Sarriaj had boeri greafcly attraete«! by 
theosophy and hud of lato devoted mueh, atterition lo il. The Poema Brandi bar. 
suffered groat loss owing lo thè nnex postoci dcathx of fcbose two members.

W H IT E  LOTIJH D AY  
At A iivaii,

The anniversary of the death of Madame Blavatsky war celebrated on 
Saturday, May 8th, afc theTbnoropbioal Society’« Head Quarters, Adyar, with 
much enthusiasm. The distribution of rice and copper cojtj to a large crowd, 
(chiefly of poor fishermen) who filled the Western wing of the main ball, form* 
cd, as usual, the prelim inary’part of the proceedings. The Convention Hall 
was filled with the odour of white lotus blossoms, and the life-size port,rail, of 
the remarkable lady was enwreathed with the same flowers. Colonel II. 8, 
Olcott presided; ami addresses were delivered by himself, l)r, 3. M. Peebles 
of California, Mr. Kuudsen of the Hawaiian Islands, W. A, English, M.n„ and 
Messrs, V , 0, Sesliacliariar and H, V. llangaswamy Aiyangar. Miss Allison 
of Pennsylvania and Miss English were among the audience.

In tlie course of the President’s remarks he said that those present bad 
not come tlicre to mourn over a lost friend and teacher, for they neither 
thought her lost nor withdrawn from service to humanity. He observed 
that her Karma required that she should have been born in a woman’s body 
this last time for the sake of experience, hut that she had already re-incarna­
ted in the body of a male Hindu, and that in due course of time, after that 
body had been thoroughly trained and fitted, the entity would re-appoar and 
continue this world-work. The vicissitudes which the society had surmount­
ed within the past 21 years would have crushed it but for the unseen power 
massed behind it by the great teachers, the loving Elder brothers of Human­
ity, Out o f some thousands of members of the Society, a somewhat small 
minority had seen the true power and significance of the movement through 
the thin masks of its prominent personalities; the rest had neither grasped it, 
nor greatly profited by the connection. It behoved those present, therefore, 
and all other intelligent Tbeosophists throughout the world, to put into their 
lives, as an active force, the ideal of manhood figured in the teachings they 
had already received and were still receiving. Whatever had become of the 
H1. P. B. entity, however it might now be clothed or hereafter known, it did 
not concern them at present. Colonel Olcott in conclusion eloquently im­
pressed on his audience that they should loyally remember their debt for her 
services as H. P. B., and annually recall them by meeting together as they did 
on the present occasion.

Dr. Peebles, who is now on his fourth tour round the world, in a similar 
line of thought to the President, said that Fate or Fortune had taken him 
some twenty-three years ago to the Eddy Home in Vermont, where he met 
Colonel Olcott and Madame Blavatsky who were investigating the psychic 
phenomena connected with the Eddy Family, Though miique, exceedingly 
eccentric and Russian, this woman by her brilliant conversation and almost 
universal knowledge o f countries, races and religions, produced upon him a 
marked impression. She was evidently an epoch-woman, a woman with a 
mission, a portion of which was to stem the inflowing tide of materialism, in­
cite men to psychic study, and intensify the study o f Universal Brotherhood 
None would fail of admiring her courage, her industry and her towering in­
tellect. Forgetting her eccentricities, he had great pleasure in recalling to 
mind her phenomenal gifts, her indomitable energy, and in doing honor to 
her memory on the occasion of her anniversary day.

A ccording to the provisions of Madame Blavatsky’« will, chapter« were 
read from  the Bh/txjwoa/J, G ita  and Sir Edwin Arnold's L ight o f M ia .

W ith a vote of thanks to the President-Founder and to the ladies and 
gentlemen who had honoured the occasion with their presence, the proceed­
ings o f the evening terminated.
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WHITE LOTUS DAY AT KUMBAKHONAM.
(F bom a  T heosophist.)

The White Lotus Day was observed by the Kumbakonam Branch Theo* 
sophichl Society this year with great- rejoicings. There were two things 
worthy of note in the celebration of this year, viz., the unusual number of 
white lotus flowers we were able to get and the choice of a worthy Chairman 
on the occasion. Having had a large number of white lotuses which are 
hard to be obtained here at this season of the year, we were able to decorate 
the spacious hall of the Theosophical Society with a good canopy of white 
lotuses. In the morning, the poor were given rice and cash, and in the 
evening, the usual meeting was held in the Theosophical Society Hall. 
Mr. C. R. Pattabiramier, Vakil of the High Court, was voted to the chair. After 
the 11th Chapter of the “ Gita" and the 4th Chapter of the “ Light of Asia” 
were rend, Mr. K. Narayansami Iyer read a paper entitled “ The Prophetic 
Character of H. P. B." ; after which the Chairman made some personal re­
marks about his having been originally a Brahino in belief and then an 
atheist and now a staunch Hindu through the efforts of the Theosophical 
Bocety. He proceeded to state that it was but the boundeu duty of the 
Hindus to evince their gratitude to that noble lady in whose memory the 
meeting was held. The lotus, he said, was a perfect symbol inasmuch as it 
lives simultaneously in earth, water and the atmosphere above. Then he 
went on to say that he had the misfortune to belong to that class of persons 
who thought that the salvation of India lay through her religion and not 
through Politics or Social Reform movements, and that even politics and 
other departments should get their inspiration from religion and religion 
alone. He concluded by saying that underneath our Puranas and onr cere­
monials and cuatoma, there lay an under-current of good thought which 
should form the real subject of study on the part of those who were interest­
ed in India’s welfare. It was only then, he remarked, that they would be- 
com* intelligible and thoy could do their rites, properly. The Chairman 
said that he himself was making a regular atudy of the subject now and 
exhorted others to enter into the same field and do what good they could in 
tho way of the regeneration of India.

BANGALORE BRANCH T. S.
A Meeting was hold in tho Branch premises on the evening of the 

bth May, when resident members and sympathizers and several outsiders 
were prosont. The Secretary made a brief reference to H. P. B.’s works and 
her life. Extracts from tho “ Baghavad GltA” and the “  Light of Asia” were 
read, and a learned address in Tamil was given by a Pandit on “  Tatwa- 
gnanam.” Tho Meeting was conducted in a solemn manner befitting the 
occasion, and terminated with a recitation of a few of the divine verses of the 
celestial word " Thuyumanavsi.” Clothing was contributed by a few members 
for presentation to tno poor people in H. JP. B.’s name.

At Madananallo 1 .<>00 poor poople were fed, and the White Lotus cere­
monies appropriately observed.

At Vayalpad, the only resident Theosophist observed the day and fed 
the poor villagers on his own account.

Tho day was observed in many other places, but space fails to record 
further.

.1 Theosophist in the Bengal Legislative Council. At a Meeting of the 
Calcutta Municipal Corporation held on 6th May last, Babu Norendro Nath 
Ben, the veteran editor of the Indian Mirror was elected the Representative 
of the Corporation, in the place of the Hon’ble Surendra Nath Sen, whose 
term expires ill the Bengal Legislative Council, by a majority of 6 votes 
against »7 won by his opponent, Babu Kali Nath Mitter, who had once a seat 
in the CoU&oil, There was a concensus of opinions in his favour both in 
Calcutta and in the Mofussil, in the Press Metropolitan and Mofussil. As 
friends, well-wishers and brother Theosophists, we rejoice at the happy news.

This shows that a fearless advocacy of all truths, even one so unpopular 
as Theosophy has been considered by some, will ultimately win the esteem 
and gratitude o f the public.
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W H IT E  LO TU S DAY AT M A D A N A P A L L K

The local Branch o f the Tkeosophieal Society celebrated this anniversary 
on Sunday, the 9th instant 1897.

A b ou t 1,000 poor persons were fed in the Sree Yonkatcswara Swami 
Tem ple. T he feed in g  lasted for nearly four hours, commencing from ‘2 r. m. 
T he m em bers, m any students and sympathisers, took a great delight in 
serving the poor with food.

The spectacle o f vast crowds of poor thronging at the gate and coming 
in surging num bers was pitiful.

MEETING OP BUDDHISTS:
T he tooth relic incident at kandt .

A  general meeting of low-country Buddhists was held May 2nd at the 
Ananda College, the hall being Crowded. Mr. D. S. Senanayekc Muhan- 
diram was voted to the chair. Colonel H. S. Olcott was elected as vice- 
chairman and Mr. D. S. Wickremeratna as secretary. The following 
report of the deputation to Kandy, with the evidence the deputation obtained 
at Kandy and Matale, were read in English and in Sinhalese:—

Report of the Special Committee of the Buddhist executive committee— 
The undersigned as a special committee, left Colombo for Matale and Kandy 
on the 26th April 1897, proceeding first to Matale, where they took the 
atatement of Dullewe Adigar hereinafter recorded. A note was also written 
to Mr. T. B. Panabokke, requesting him to meet the committee and give hit 
own version of the painful incidents of the visit of His Majesty, King of 
Siam, to the Dalada Maligawa, on the 21st. instant, which hare shocked the 
whole Sinhalese community, but he neither replied nor presented himself 
for examination. The committee left Matale on the following morning and 
examined the High Priest of Asgiriya and Malwntta Vihsras, whose signed 
statements are hereunto prefixed. Mr. A. Rat watte, Baensyska Nilarae, 
was invited to testify, but came for a few moments, made certaiu statements 
and wont away, refusing to sign or formally testify.

The Government Agent, Mr. Bailey, was called upon by appointment, 
but said that be had boon in an outer room adjoining the shrine room and 
had heard none of the conversation between Mr. Panabokke and His 
Majesty. The District Judge, Mr. Cameron, who wan called upon, said, 
that he had overheard the whole conversation, and on questioning Mr. 
Panabokke why he had refused the two requests of the King about the 
Relic and Bana Book, had been told by that officer that he had only in­
terpreted the wishes of the High Priest. “ What could I do ?" be said 
" I  only interpreted for them." His Honour the Judge authorised 
the committee to make the above statement of fact. After lunch 
the committee accompanied by Kobhckaduwe Rntemahatmaya drove seven 
miles over a very bad road to the Walauwe of Mr. Nuguwela, and found 
him entirely willing to make his statement. His very important signed 
declaration is submitted herewith. From the evidence collected at first 
bands it is evident; (1) That Mr. Panabokke and no one else is euilty of 
the offensive remark at the Dalada Maligawa on the ‘2let instant which so 
vexed His Majesty and caused him to change his benevolent intentions 
with respect to gifts to our temples and Bhiksbus; (2) That his refusal to 
allow His Majesty to hold the Relic and take away the ancient book to 
have it copied, were unauthorised ay either the High Priests or his ool- 
leagnes of the Special Committee of three who were clothed with the 
official functions of the Diwa Nilame for that occasion, and that he alone 
is responsible for all the unpleasant consequences which have ensued; (3) 
That his statement to the District Judge that he was but interpreting the 
wishes of the High Priests is contradicted by their signed declarations to 
the contrary as well as by that of his fellow committeeman Mr. Nngawcla- 
Ratemah a tm aya, respectfully submitted.

(Signed) H. 8 . Olcott, D. B. Perera, and H. Don Carolis (Hevavitsrna 
Muhandiram.)
* The Chairman and Vice-Chairman addressed the meeting on the subjects 
to be considered. Mr. Dullewe Adigar made a long speech daring which 
he strongly condemned the action of Mr. Panabokke in refusing the King bis
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wish. He stated that the tooth relic had been handled both by Christians 
and Buddhists high in authority, and the only Buddhist K ing now living 
should have been allowed his wish. He submitted that the Buddhist com» 
inunity should condemn the action and submit the true state of affairs to 
His Majesty the King. At the end of his speech he moved the following 
resolution :—“ Whereas the Buddhist community of Ceylon have been deep- 
ly pained by certain acts of disrespect offered to His Majesty the King of 
Siam, while visiting the Dalada Maligawa on the 21 st April, and whereas an 
inquiry made into tho facts by the Executive C ommittee charged by the 
Buddhist community to organise the reception o f His Majesty on his arrival 
at Colombo, has resulted in proving beyond question that the responsibility 
for the said acts rests on Mr. T. B. Panabokke, President, Provincial Com* 
mittee, Central Province, under the Buddhist Temporalities Ordinance, and 
upon no one else, now, therefore, be it resolved that, the Buddhists of Ceylon 
protest against and condemn his conduct as discourteous, uncalled for, and 
wholly unwarranted.”

Mb. S im a n  F e r n a n d o  seconded the resolution. H e also made a few re­
marks condemning the action of Mr. Panabokke. The resolution was then 
put nnd was unanimously adopted.

Mr. M ir a n d o  moved the following resolution :— (1) “ That the Buddhist 
community acknowledge their debt to the Executive Committee elected at 
the public meeting held at Maligakande Piriwcna on the 29th March 1897, 
for their efficient management of the reception of His Majesty the King of 
Siam, and their enquiry into the tooth relic incident at the Dalada Maligawa, 
and that the proceedings of the Committee are hereby fully ratified, and the 
thanks of the Buddhist community unanimously tendered to all its members 
who have been active in the transaction o f its business.”

The resolution was put to the meeting and was carried.
Mr. A ndrew Perbra moved and M r. D. C. P edris seconded the following 

resolution:—
“ That this mass meeting of the Buddhists o f Ceylon do instruot their 

Chairman and Secretary to forward copies of these resolutions and reports 
relating to the tooth relic incident to His M ajesty the K ing  o f Siam through 
the proper channel for his information, with the prayer that he will hold tna 
Buddhists of Ceylon entirely innocent of blame in the matter and accept 
their unanimous declaration of personal respect and affection for himself 
and his royal house and of their love for the Siamese people, their co-reli­
gionists.”

It was also resolved to forward the above resolutions to H. E. the Gover­
nor.— Ceylon Observer.

We learn that M. R. Ry. W. A. Krishnama Chariar Avergal, B. A ., lias 
boon appointed Secretary o f the Madras Branch, vice M. R. R y. V . Venkata- 
seshiah who has tendered his resignation as he is to take permanent leave of 
Madras.

THE A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .
The following books have been added during the last m onth  :—
Donated »
A note on Ancient Geography o f India ; A memorandum on Hindu Female 

Education in the Bombay Presidency ; Reports on Sanskrit MSS. in 
Southern India, No. II, from Government Press, M adras; Pdraskara Qrihyd 
Sàtras with commentaries, from Babu Govinda Das, Benares ; Egyptian 
Magic ; The beginnings of the fifth race ; (Jhromopathy ; Mysteries o f Magic (2hd 
Edition)1; Karma ; and Key to Bhagavad-O-itd, (a sm all pamphlet).

P u rch ased  !—
Mamnathanatlia Butt’s translation o f Mahdbhàrata (9 to  11 parts) ; 

Moor's Oriental Fragments; Crabhe's Gipsies Advocate ; and the Four Greed 
Religions (by Mrs. Besant.)

R .  A  NAN Til A KRISHNA S a STJELV,
Librarian.
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W ill be sent by V. P. P. on application to the Business Manager 
of the T h eosop h ist, all books, pamphlets and magazines.

NEW BOOKS.
The Secret Doctrine, by H. P. B lavatsky : 3rd Edition, 2Vols., 

and a third Vol. for Index. Price £2. 5s. W ill be sent to any part 
of India and Ceylon. Price Rs. 40. Price of Index Yol. to Secret 
Dootrine is Rs. 14 for non-subscribers to the new edition.

Isis Unveiled, by do., latest Edn., 2 Vols. Price 10 dollars or Rs. 35. 
Reminiscences of H. P. Blavatskv and “ The Secret Doctrine,”

by the Countess Constance Wachtmeister. Price Re. 1.
Prasnottara, Vols. I. II. III. IV. V. & VI., paper cover. Re. 1 each.
Theosophy, Religion and Occult Science, by Col. Olcott. Paper- 

bound copies of the English Edition. Price is now reduced to Rs. 3-8.
Chromopathy or the Science of Healing Diseases by Colours,

by Jwala Prasad. Re. 0-9-0.
Addresses on the Vedanta Philosophy, by Swami Vivekananda— 

Vol. I. Karma. Y o g a ; Vol. II. Bhakti Yoga ; Vol. III. The Ideal of a 
Universal Religion and the Cosmos and Microcosm. Each Re. 1-6-0.

The Path of Virtue, by W. R. Old. 5 annas
A  Modern Panarion— a collection of Fugil ive Fragments from 

the pen of H. P. Blavatsky. Rs. 15.
New Aspects Of Life, by Dr. Pratt, m. d . Price Rs. 3-8-0.
The Story of Atlantis (with 4 maps), by W. Scott Elliot. 

Preface by A. P. Sinnett. Rs. 3-8.
The Upanishads, Vols- I  & II, translated into English with a pre­

amble and arguments, by G. R. S. Mead, B. A., M. R. A. S., and Roy 
Choudhuri. Paper cover. Price 8 as. each. Cloth Re. 1.

The System to which we Belong. Transaction London Lodge 
No. 30. By A. P. Sinnett. Re. 1.

In  The Outer Court, being Five Lectures delivered at Blavatsky 
Lodge, T. S., London, by Mrs. Annie Besant. Rs. 1-8.

The Aura ; All enquiry into the Nature and Functions of the 
Luminous mist seen about Human and other bodies. (Reprint, from the 
Theosophist). 2 annas.

The W orld Mystery, by G. R. S. Mead. Rs. 3-8.
The Theosophy of the Upanishads. Part 1, Cloth Rs. 3.
Plotinus—The Theosophy of the Greeks, by G. R. S. Mead. 

As. 14.
Sathanachatushtaya, by R. Jagannathiah. Very useful pamph­

let in English. 4 annas.
Involution and Evolution according to the Philosophy of Cycles. 

As Kalpa. Rs. 7.
The Vedanta Philosophy, by Prof. Max Müller. Rs. 4-12.
The Theosophy of the Greeks, Plotinus. Es. 0-14-0.
Pistis Sophia, translated by G. R. S. Mead. Rs. 6-9-0.
Orpheus. Rs. 3-15-0.
Yoga-Vasishta (Laghu) translated into English, by K. Narayana- 

aami Iyer. Rs. 3-4-0.
The Growth o f the Soul, a .sequel to Esoteric Buddhism, by 

A. P. Sinnett. Of great valne to all students. Rs. 4-6-0.
Old Diary Leaves- The true History of the Theosophical 

Sooiety, by Col. H. S. Olcott, P. T. S. Mr. Stead notices this book 
in his Borderland, and calls it “ A Remarkable Book about a Very Ro- 
markablo Wom.au. This is the real Madame Blavatsky.”  Cloth Rs. 7. 
Paper Rs. 4.
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OLD DIARY LEAYES.
TIIK TRUK HISTORY OK T H E  TH E O SO PU IC A L S O C I E T Y , 

Bv Col. On cott, P. T. S.
I Dust nt toil Crown 8 vo. C lo th , 483 pp.

M o o  Ra. 7. P ap er co ver 11b. 4.
Mr. Stead notices this Bool* hi Ion I ¡ovdovhtud ivud pulls it :-—

*' A Remarkable Book about a very Remarkable Woman. This 
is the Real Madame Blivatsky."

A ffeafclomatt writes Crum America- * After many years of 
study or spiritual problems, and the reading" of all the best- 
known works, from Eliphas Levi to Anna Kingsford and Sinuott, 
I still had a good many problems unsolved until I road * Old 
Diary Leaves.' Then, tilings I had pondered over many a day 
Hashed dear to me from simple paragraphs in that book', which, often» related to other subjects, but at the same time helped me 
to solve my old riddles*"

1893.
Building of the Kobiuos.

Subjects : Sound; Five; Sfoga 
Symbolism,

Price Re. 1.

1894.
Self and its Sheaths.

Subject» ; The Body of Act ion j 
The Body of Feeling;

The Object of the Slice l b».
Prioe As, 19.

1895.
The Path of Disoiplestup 

Subject»; 7,—-Firsl Men; Karma

II, —(,bitt/(/»Y(ifnm« fov
Control of I be Mind. Meditation, 

und Building of Character.
I I I ,  7'he 1,(1* o f  Ihp Disciple, 

Stages on his Path, the awaken­
ing of the sacred tire, and the 
S iddìi is.

n V T l c  Fot nr*' Progress i f  <fa- 
‘ttnwiig.

Methods of future Science. Man’s 
increasing powers, his coming 
development, and Beyond.

1896.
Four great Religions:—

Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, 
Buddhism and Christianity.

Price Re. 1,i ngu and I'liritleatmn,

THEOSOPHICAL MANUALS Nos, 6 ft 7.
The Devaehanie Plane, by Ç W, Leadbeater, bound copy Price As. 14.
Man and his Bodies, bv Mrs.. Annie Besant. Do Price As. 14.

THE ARYA SALA B0DH1NI.
(Dr //♦»♦ du Ilot/s* ,/carimi. )

1» thè organ of the Hindu Boys’ Association, of vvhieli Oountess Waeht* 
ineister is thè President. and Col. Oloott. thè Cenerai Adviser. It is to be 
published punctunlly on the l.Mii of every mont U, Tbe aim of tbe Magnarne 
ts to stimulate the moral and religè'ii» éducation of liuiian youth, and to 
create a truc patriotie and religions feeling anunig ibem. First nnmber begim 
in Jauuary 1895,

Dors any Ilimbi fatlier begnnlge one Ruppe for lus sou s welfare P 
Annuel subsoription uu'luding postage. Ite, 1*0*0. 1 lalf-yearly, 

Rs. 0*19*0. Single copy, 0*9*0.
Names are registered ottly ou receipt of suhseriptiotts. AU remittnnow 

must be tuado to the Business Manager, 7V»so»op5i»t Olii ce. A dyne, Madras, 
India.

Foreigu subseriptiou is 9 shillings or 50 cents per nummi.



%  ®|cosop|ital iSotictj.
INFORMATION FOR STRANGERS.

¡SljffiMB TlltOIOphlOfel 8ooluty Wtt* formed feb Now York, November l7Ui, 1875« It* founders 
X  believed that tile beMt Interests of Religion ivml SolfeUfefe would bp promoted by the revival 

or Sanskrit, Fall, life ml, nod other nueleni literature, in which the Sagos feud initiates hud 
preserved for the <1*0 of «luokiud truths of tho littfhfefel) vuluo ruBpuobntg innu nod nature. 
A Soeiety of no absolutely UUMt} tartan character, w I toco work should bfe uudcuhly prosecuted 
by tho learned of nil races, 111 u spirit of uusclllsh devotion to the I'cseuvt'li of tvuth, fetid with 
tho purpose of disseminating It Impartially, soomod likely to do liutuh to check materialism 
nod strengthen tho waiting religious spirit. The sioiplost expression of the objects of the 
Society is the following t—-

F ir s t .—To form n nucleus of tho Universal Brotherhood of Hunmnity, without distiuotiou 
of race, creed, sex, custe or colour,

S oo o u d .—To encourage the study of comparative religion, philosophy nod science.
T h ir d .—To Invcstignto uuoxplniuod inws of Nature nod the powers Intent in until.
No person's religious opinions feTfe asked upon his joiuitig, uor his interference with them

fienuitted, but every one is mptired, before nduilssiou, to promise to show towards bis 
ellow-tiioinbers the snnto tolerance in this respect ns life chums for himself.

'Hie lload-iptartors, ottlccs, ami inatinging stuff are at Adyar, n suburb of Madras, where the 
Society lots n property of twenty-scveu aeres and extensive buildings, iueluding 
one for the Oriental Library, and a spacious hull wherein Annual Conventions are held 
on the U7Ml of December.

Tlie Society is not yet endowed, but there is a nucleus of a Fund, the income from the 
investment of which is available for current expenses ( these are mainly, however, met by 
donations, and one-fourth of all foes and dues collected by Suctions, ami fees aud dues from 
non •section« Used countrios.

All Homiest R intended to benefit the Society ss « to hots, must bo made to “ The Trustees for 
the time being of the Theosophlonl Society, appointed or acbiug under a Peed of Trust, dated 
tl\e 14th of December ISU3, and duly enrolled."

The Society, as a body, eschews polities and all subjects outside us declared sphere of work. 
Tho Kh/ss stringently forbid members to compromise its strict neutrality in these matters 

The TktowphM is private property, but under the devised Utiles it is tho organ of the 
Society for tlie publication of official news. For anything else iu the Mugiwuno, the Society is 
not responsible.

Many Hranches of the Society have been formed in various parts of the world, and new ones 
are constantly being organised. Up to Dee. Si, IS1HI, 4SS charters for Hvauehes had been issued. 
Kticli 11 ranch frames its own bye-laws and manages its own local business without inter­
ference from ilead*uuarters t provided only that the fundamental rules of the Society are not 
violated, (tranches lying within certain territorial limits (as, for Instance, America, Kurope, 
India, Ac.,) have been grouped for purposes' of administration in territorial Section*. For

ilartloulurs, see tlie Ucvisod Rules cl I80tt, whmv all necessary information with regard to 
oiiting the Society, &e>, will also be founds to be hud five on apptieaiiou to tlie Recording 

Secretary of tho Tlicosophical Society, Adyar, Madras; or to the (ieueral Secretaries of the 
Seotions.

In Kurope, apply to 0. U. S. Mead. ID, Avenue Road, Regent’s I'ark- X. VY., London \ 
in Scandinavian countries to A. (Setters ten, Nybivgatan, 510, Stockholm. Sweden. la India, 
to Bertram Keightley. Reuaivs, N. \Y, l',, India. In America, to Alexander Fullerton, 
6jj University IMnce, New Vork City, in Australasia, to <1. 0, Staples, 12. Margaret- St., 
Sydney, N. S. NY, In New IScntuud, to Miss Lilian Kdger, M.A.. Mutual Life Buildings. 
Lower Queen Street, Auckland. In t'eylou, to Mrs. M. M. Higgins. Musteits School and 
Oridiaiiagt'for Buddhist tlirls, S, Hrowtuagg St., Uiuuauiou Utuxlcns, Colombo, or to Mr, It*
S. Verem, 01. Mnlitiau St., Colombo.

NOTICE.
A Now and Ho vised Explanatory Catalogue of 27 pages, containing the 

titles of over 000 important and interesting works upon THEOSOPHY, 
RELIGION, MAGIC, PHANTOMS, SPIRITUALISM. THOUGHT-
READING. PSYCHOMETRIC ASTROLOGY, PALMISTRY, HYGIENE, 
Ere., may bo had five upon application to the Manager, VlmwphM Office, 
Adyar, Madras. All books are sent by Y, l\ P, in India, Burma aud Ceylon 
for the price marked iu the Catalogue, with the additiou of only V, P,
commission,
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ENOLISH PERIODICALS*

LUCIFER :
A Mmntklo Hmmuittm 4a»fal to Theosophy, 

fwmmémé Ip II. p. HLAVAt HKT t U l N  by Aaaii Hluirr a d  O. It. A. H u s 
N H a M  m  Iba lltk  «>f «arb a m ili by iba Tkaatpiikal PobMabiap Aaataty, L  

O lla  M i m i  AM pM , L mhI m , F .  C. I w  ■ -17 IM IlH p  and M , or l a  14 a yaar In 
airaaia. it t a a Apaat, Aaatoaaa Manager, TWvaapliaf.

MERCURY
A  AfmfUp Mmmi.mm Im to l  fa f ln t p iy , Unmimi Phibrniphy, OttmM Senntwt

t a l  tm  l a ik rr l a d y  Mm a. (b y ta  mf thm Aaamtmm Oatiaa.
M ia i  by William Jaim W iltm , Palava Hotel, San Praarwn Cai* (2. A. A. 
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