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OLD D IA R Y  L E A V E S *

F ourth S eries, Chapter I I I .

WE cross a  th resho ld  of tim e and  en te r  th e  Society 's th ir te e n th  
year, which w ill be fonnd as full of incidents as e ith e r  of its  

predecessors. F or we have m ade h is to ry  rap id ly . N ot w ith  a  b lare 
of tru m p e ts  or w aving of banners have we moved on, b n t im pelled by a  
d iv ine  force for th e  aronsing of th o u g h t and  th e  m oulding of opinions j 
a  force as silen t as irresistib le .

I n  th e  Ja n u a ry  Theosophist of th e  y ea r 1888 appeared  a  notable 
r e p o r t on ce rta in  m eteorological observations m ade in  B aroda S ta te  ac
co rd ing  to  th e  system  laid  down by th e  ancien t R ishis, as fonnd in th a t  
c lassic  of A strology, th e  “ B rih a t S am h ita” which was very im portan t. 
I t  w as m ade by th a t  excellent gen tlem an and staunch  Theosophist. 
H r .  J a n a rd h a n  S akharam  G adgil, F .T .S ., a  g rad u a te  of Bom bay 
U n iv e rs ity  and a  Ju s tice  of th e  B aroda H ig h  C ourt, and  B ao S ahib  
B hogilal P ravalabhdas, D irec to r of V ern acu lar E ducation of tb a t  
S ta te , w ith  th e  help of Jo sh i U ttam ram  D urlabharam  and  h is pupils. 
J u d g e  G adgil’s ob ject was to  te s t th e  ancien t system  of w eather fore
cas ts  in com parison w ith  those m ade from  day to day  by the  G overn
m e n t W eath er B ureau using  the  m ost im proved in strum en ts and tb e  
accessory of th e  electric te leg raph  to  g a th e r  in th e  da ily  m inu tes of 
m any  scattered  observers. T he resu lts  were on th e  whole h igh ly  g ra tify 
in g  and  m ay be tabu la ted  th u s  :—

Raia predictions, exactly fulfilled on the day ... ... ... 30
Ditto, but with a shifting of dates ... ... ... ... 10
D a y s  o n  which rain fell but was not predicted... ... . . .  11
1lainfall8 when the dates were not accurately determined, owing

to Mr Gadgil*i* absence from home ... ... ... 7

Total... 58

* Three volumes, in series of thirty chapters, tracing the history of the 
Theosophical Society from its beginnings at New York, kavefappeared in the Theoso- 
p h if t ,  and fche first ftvolume"i4 available in boo!c form. Price, d o th , Rs, 3*8*0 or 
paper, Rs. 2-3-0,



To understand  th is ifc m n3 fc be rem em bered  tlia t th e  H in d u  alm anac- 
m akers issue th e ir  predictions in  th e  previous au tum n , an d  derive th e m  
from  p a tien t observations of astronom ical positions a t  th a t  tim e, th e  
resu lts  of which s te lla r aspects are calcu lated  w ith g re a t accuracy ac
cording to % theory  qu ite  unknow n, I believe, to ou r W este rn  a s tro 
nom ers and m eteorologists. The ancient theory  is th a t  clouds are posi
tive and negative, male and fem ale ; th a t  th e  la tte r  become fecundated  
by conjunction w ith  th e  form er, and th a t  they  w ill shed ra in  six-and-a- 
h a lf  m on ths la te r  (tride “ B rih a t S am hita ,” C hap. xxi, Slil ok a  
7), I t  is th e re  quain tly  affirmed th a t  “ if p reg n a n t clouds a p 
pear w hen th e  moon is in a certa in  A sterism , th e  delivery of ra in  
w ill o?cur 195 days a fte r, when th e  moon w ill be in th e  sam e 
A sterism .” By close observation, therefore, of th e  num ber and  
places of clouds on th e  days beginning from th e  first of tb e  b r ig h t 
ha lf of th e  lu n a r m onth  M argasirsha (Novem ber-Decem ber) th e  
Ind ian  alm anac-m akers safely pred ic t th e  days and quan tities of ra in 
fall d a rin g  the nex t monsoon season, a ha lf yea r later* Judge  G adgil 
p rin ted  tables of dates and  m easured ra in fa lls  which go to support th e  
claim  of the  R ishi ru les to be regarded  as s tr ic tly  scientific. The la te  
Prof. K ero L a x m a n  C hhatre , the  g rea t Poona astronom er, wrote th a t  th e  
predictions w ere w onderful in  h is sigh t. The facts accum ulated prove, 
in Ju d g e  G adgil’s opinion, th a t  “ although  th e  sun is the chief cause of 
th e  evaporation of w ater, th e  moon is th e  p o ten t factor in  causing  
w atery  vapour to  assum e th e  form  of p regnan t clouds w nich, 
a t  th e ir  m atu rity , a re  to  fa ll in th e  form  of ra in  and to  
fruc tify  th e  ea rth .”* H e specifies several o the r points of im por
tance w hich are  also supported  by h is resu lts, and th e  read er

•  T h i s  i d e a  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e  a v e r a g e  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  w i t h o u t  a  
B e c o n d  t h o u g h t ,  y e t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  d e c i d e  t h e  m a t t e r ,  B in c e  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  H i n d u  
w e a t h e r  s t u d e n t s  d u r i n g  m a n y  g e n e r a t i o n s  a r e  f a r  m o r e  w e i g h t y  t h a n  a n y  c r u d e  
n e g a t i o n s  o f  m o d e r n  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  i g n o r a n t  a l i k e  o f  t h e i r  t h e o r y  a n d  t h e i r  d a t a .  
At t h e  moment o f  w r i t i n g  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  i n  a  C e y l o n  p a p e r  ( c o p i e d  i n t o  t h e  I n d i a n  
M i r r o r  o f  D e c e m b e r  5 , 1 8 9 9 )  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t w o  G e r m a n  s c i e n t i s t s ,  
D r .  Benedict F r i e d l a n d e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  B i o lo g y ,  a n d  D r .  A .  E w e r s .   ̂ D r .  F r i e d l a n d e r  
h a d  i n s t  s p e n t  t w o  y e a r s  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  S e a  I s l a n d s ,  a n d -  
a m o n *  o t h e r  w o n d e r s  o f  n a t u r e  b a d  s e t t l e d  t h e  l o n g  m o o t e d  p o i n t  a s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  
t h e  p a l o l o  w o r m .  H e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e s e  c u r i o u s  c e a t u r e s  r i s e ,  h e a d le s s , t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  
o f  t h e  w a t e r  o n  t w o  d a y s  i n  e v e r y  y e a r ,  v iz . ,  t h o s e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  m o o n  
in October a n d  N o v e m b e r  a t  4  a .m . a n d  d i s a p p e a r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  s u n r i s e .  O n  n o  o t h e r  
d a v  c a n  o n e  b e  s e e n .  H e  t o l d  t h e  r e p o r t e r  t h a t  h e  w**s e n d e a v o u r i n g  co  f i n d  o u t  i f  
t h e r e  i s  a n y  s i m i l a r  p h e n o m e n o n  h e r e — t h a t  i s ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  w h i c h  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  
t h e  m o o n  h a v e  u p o n  o r g a n i c  l i f e .  M o d e r n  s c i e n c e  r e j e c t s  t h e  t h e o r y  a s  a  r u l e ,  b u t  
t h e  n a l o l o  w o r m  i s  a  f a c t ,  r e c o g n i s e d  b y  a  g r e « t  n u m b e r  o f  o b s e r v e r s ,  a n d  a l s o  by 

o n e  o f  m y  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  w h o  h a d  t o  o w n  t h a t  i  w a s  r i g h t  a n d  h e  w r o n g .  T h e r e  i s  n o  
e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t ,  e x c e p t  a s  a n  h y p o t h e s i s .  B u t  m e n  o f  s c i e n c e  h a v e  f o u n d  
n n t  b v  a  m e t h o d  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  t h e  m o o n  d o e s  h a v e  a n  i n f l u e n c e  o u  c e r t a i n  p h e 
n o m e n a  a n d  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  m o o n  h a s  a n  i n f l u e n c e  o n  s o m e  t h i n g s  
w h i c h  science i s  n o t  y e t  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f .  A n o t h e r  o f  m y  p u r p o s e s  i s  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  
nnnnlar b e l i e f  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  p e o p l e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  m o o n .  
Of c o u r s e  I  s h a l l  n o t  a c c e p t  p o p u l a r  b e l i e f s  a s  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  b u t  a s  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t s  
for'urther r e s e a r c h . ”  T h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  J u d g e  G a d g i l  o r  a n y  o t h e r  e n l i g h t e n e d
H i n d u  w o u l d  a s k ; a n d  s i n c e  t h i s  e m i n e n t  G e r m a n  b i o l o g i s t  h a s  m a d e  s o  b o l d  a  s t e p  
i n  a d v a n c e ,  w e  m a y  h o p e  t h a t  s o m e  p a i n s t a k i n g  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  o f  h i s  c o u n t i y  will 

t a k e  t h e  h i n t  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  B a r o d a  s t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d  w i n  r e p o w o  
f o r  h i m s e l f  b y  m a k i n g  t h e m  t h e  “ s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h , ”



w ill do well to consult th e  num ber of tb e  Theosophist indicated. I  have 
recalled  these researches by our fellow mertibers in 1888, as being m ost 
tim e ly  in  th e  p resen t year of d rou th  and fam ine, (1899,) and  as an indi- 
ca tion  of th e  wide field of scientific research  w hich opens ou t before 
tb e  educated m an who applies him self to study  th e  palm leaf M SS. in 
o n r  A d y ar L ib rary . T be n e tt re su lt of tw o years’ com parison of th e  
a lm an ac  prognostics w ith those of th e  G overnm ent W eath er B ureau 
show ed them  to  be of equal accuracy, w hile as regards th e  cost of 
s ta tis t ic a l collection the  com parison is, of course, very g rea tly  in  favor 
of th e  In d ian  system . L et us hope th a t  th is  field m ay soon be properly  
explored.

I  note th a t  on tb e  5th Jan u ary  I  sen t Professor C harcot, of La 
S a lp e tr ie re , a  copy of the Tam il transla tion  of th a t libidinous work, 

K am a  S h a s tra ,” th a t he m igh t observe w hat i t  says about tha effect 
upon  th e  procreative function of pressure upon certain  points in the 
lim bs. In  Vol. LX . of tlie In ternational Scientific Series, I  had read 
w h a t th e  au tho rs of th e  book (“  A nim al M agnetism ” ) by MM. Binet 
and  Fere, say about th is  very th ing , which is cred ited  to  Dr. C ham bard, 
of F rance , as a  new discovery.* 1 w anted C harco t and  h is  pupils to 
know  th a t  th e  fact had been fam iliar to Ind iau  physiologists for ages. 
A lm ost by re tu rn  post D r. C harcot th an k ed  m e w arm ly for b ring ing  
th e  fac t to his notice and Baid I had m ade “ une vraie trouvaille ”— 
a  genuine find. I  wish 1 could im press on the  m inds of all s tuden ts of 
m esm erism , hypnotism  and sp iritua lism  th e  g rav ity  of th e  danger they  
ru n  in m aking  any experim ents upon subjects of th e  o th e r sex w ithou t 
th e  presence of responsible w itnesses. W hile the F rcnch  doctors.say th a t 
th e  physiological excitem ent in question, is aroused by pressure on the  
“  erogenic” zones only when the  sub ject is in th e  s ta te  of full som nam bu
lism , th e  H iudu  love-m anual m akes no such assertion, b u t lets ns under* 
s ta n d  th a t  it  can be caused when th e  sub ject is fu lly  awake. How many 
unhap p y  victim s have the re  not beon who were perfectly  innocent of 
w rong doing, bu t who have unw itting ly  pressed upon the spot in  the arm  
w hose nerves react so as to throw  th e  neuropath ic sub ject in to  a 
frenzy  of d e s ire !

T hings were, grow ing more and more unpleasant a t  A dyar, on 
acconnt of th e  friction  between H -P .B . and T. Subbarow  and certain  of

*  “  W e  m u s t  h e r e  r e m i n d  o n r  r e a d e r s  t h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s o m e  h y s t e r i c a l  s u b .  
j e c t s  t h e r e  a r e  r e g i o n s  i n  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  h o d y ,  t e r m e d  b y  C h n m b a r d  e r o g e n ic  
z o n e s  ( C h a m b a r d ,  “  E t n d e s  s u r  l e  S o m n a m b u l i s m e  p r o v o q u e ” )  w h i c h  h a v e  s o m e  
a n a l o g y  w i t h  t h e  h y s t e r o g e n i c  z o n e s ,  n n d  s i m p l e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e s e ,  w h e n  t h e  s u b 
j e c t  i s  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  s o m n a m b u l i s m ,  p r o d u c e s  g e n i t a l  s e n s a t i o n s  o f  s u c h  i n t e n s i t y  a s  
t o  c a u s e  a n  #  •  •  *  •  *  T h e s o  p h e n o m e n a  h a v e  o f t e n  b e e n  d i s p l a y e d ,  u u k n o w n  t o  
t h e  o b s e r v e r ,  w h o  m i g h t  b e  l i a b l e  t o  t h e  j t r a v e s t  i m p u t a t i o n s ,  u n l e s s  h e  h a d  t a k e n  
t h e  p r e c a u t i o n ,  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i n  s u c b  c a s e s ,  o f  n e v e r  b e in f ?  a l o n e  w i t h  h i s  s u b j e c t .  
W h e n  w e  a d d  t o  t h i s  f a c t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u g g e s t i i i p r  t o  t h e  s o m n a m b u l i s t  t h o  
h a l l u c i n a t i o n  t h a t  s o m e  g i v e n  p e r s o n  i s  p r e s e n t ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  s e e  w h n t  c u l p a b l e  
m y s t i f i c a t i o n  m i j f h t  o c c u r .  •  •  *  T h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  t h e  e r o g e n i c  z o n ^  h a s  n o  e f f e c t  
u n l e s s  i t  i s  m a d e  b y  a  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x  ; i f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  i s  m a d e  b y  
a n o t h e r  w o m a n ,  o r  w i t h  a n  i n e r t  o b j e c t ,  i t  m e r e l y  p r o d u c e s  a n  u n p l e a s a n t  s e n s a 
t i o n . ”  ( “  A n i m a l  M a g n e t i s m , ”  b y  B i n e t  a n d  F c r £ ,  I n t .  N o t ,  S c i ,  S e r i e s ,  V o l .  L X .  
p p .  1 5 2 , 1 5 3 . )



his A nglo-Indian  backers. They even w ent so far an to th rea ten  w ith 
d raw al from tb e  Society and th e  publication of a  rival m agazine if  
H .P .B . did no t tre a t them  better. In  fact, Subbarow  and one of h is  
friends did resign th a t  year, b n t I  gave m yself no nneasiness abon t th e  
projected m agazine, for th e  basis of success—persevering effort and  u n 
selfish zeal for Theosophy— were no t am ong the  strong  points of th e ir  
characters.

T he G overnor's A nnual Levee, to which I wns invited, was a  g o r 
geous spectacle, th e  vivrd coloring and spark ling  g lit te r  of the  robes a n d  
tu rbans of th e  O rien ta l m agnates and of th e  uniform s of B ritish  officers, 
producing a  strong  effect upou th e  eye in th e  B anqueting  H all of G ov
ernm ent H ouse, w ith its  m ilk-w hite  w alls and lofty  columns in po lish
ed w hite stucco tb a t  rival P arian  m arble in beauty.

I  note th a t  one of our Council m em bers received from M eerut ab o u t 
th a t  tim e a  copy of h is horoscope, as found in th e  N adi G ran tham s of a 
g rea t astro loger of th a t place. T h is was the  second case of the k ind which 
cam e under m y notice, and i t  is certain ly  enough to s tagger anybody’s 
fa ith  to be told th a t  a  s tranger can w alk in to  th e  B rahm in astro loger's  
house, give him  no proper clue to his iden tity , and w ith in  th e  nex t few 
m inu tes have one of thoso m ysterious old books placed in  bis own 
hands, opened a t  a  page w here he may read for him self the  p a rticu la rs  
of his p resen t b irth , th e  nam e, caste, and quality  of his fa the r, and  th e  
chief incidents of h is own life. Y et th is  is alleged to be trn e  and, if  
I  m ay believe friends whose social and official positions en title  them  to  
credence, they  have had th is  very  experience w ith  th e  M eerut a s tro 
loger. I  saw  h im  personally  once a t  th a t sta tion  and  saw  his collec
tion of books, b u t he could find no th ing  in any of them  about me, n o r  
abont M rs. B esant ( I  th ink  i t  was) who was w ith me. I  then  le a rn t a  
th in g  no t previously know n to th e  public, viz., th a t  th e  G ran tham  
contains only th e  horoscopes of persons born in Ind ia, aud w ith in  th a t  
portion  of i t  known as B h a ra ta  V arsha, i.e., betw een th e  H im alayas 
and  th e  V indya R in g e . 1  should have been g lad  to  have bad  i t  
o therw ise  as i t  would have beeu a  pleasure to  have repo rted  to m y  
W estern  scientific friends th e  fact th a t  the  outline-sketch  of m y life 
h ad  been found recorded in  an ancien t w ork w ritte n : cen tu ries  before 
th e  da te  of my birth . O thers have bad  tb a t  experience, so 1 leave 
to them  th e  d u ty  of bearing  testim ony. M eanw hile, if  the  reader w ill 
re fe r to  th e  Theotophisb for D ecem ber 1887, and the  a rtic le  on “ B rig h u  
Sanhita,*’ he will see a  very instructive narra tiv e  of Babu K edar N a th  
C b a tte rjee’s experience w ith  th e  M eerut astro loger above m entioned. 
I t  is w orth  w hile g iv ing place to some ex tracts . F rom  a re la tive  of h is 
th e  au th o r had  lea rn t of h is hav ing  go t from  th e  M eerut m an a  copy of 
h is  horoscope, taken  from th e  ancien t work in  question, in w hich w ere 
given so many m inute details of h is p as t life as to  am aze them  both . 
B abn K edar N a th  accordingly determ ined to see w h eth e r he  wonld have 
a  like  good fortune, and w ith  th is  object w ent to M eernt and  hu n ted  up 
th e  astrologer. On his way he collected from seventeen friends th e ir



“ Ja n m a  L ngnas ” and “ R asi C bakras ” toge ther w ith  a  brief account 
of th e ir  lives w ritten  in E nglish  (of w hich th e  astro loger is ignorant) 
on separate  pieces of paper. The Jan m a L ngnas and R asi C hakras were, 
liowever, w ritten  in D evanagari characters, which he could read, b u t 
which wonld give him no cine to the iden tity  of the  parties concerned, 
since th ey  were b u t th e  s ta tem en ts of th e  s ta rs  and constellations 
nnder w hich certain  individuals were born and would only serve to  
guide him  as to th e  book in w hich to h n n t up th e  horoscopes nnder 
corresponding astronom ical signs. W ith  th is  preface we will now 
allow B abu K edar N atb  to describe w hat happened to him , a f te r  lie 
had handed th e  D evanagari m em oranda of his seventeen friends to  th e  
astrologer, one by one, and been shown th a t  each person 's horoscope 
was ac tua lly  recorded in th e  pages of his m ysterious book :

“ I  had, he says, lo st my own horoscope, prepared  by m y paren ts a t  
my b ir th , and consequently I  did no t know th e  da te  and tim e of my 
birth . One m orning I  sim ply asked him  ‘ W ho am I ? '  He ascer
tained th e  correct tim e of the day w ith  th e  help of my w atch, drew  a 
R asi C hak ra  apperta in ing  to th e  tim e of m y query, and, according to 
certain  ru les of A strology drew a  Rasi C hak ra  of th e  tim e of my b irth . 
T hen  w ithout reference to the  Sanhita , he told me, from  h is personal 
know ledge of th e  science, some of th e  incidents of my p ast life. Som e 
of bis conjectures tu rned  ou t to  be correct, o thers were wrong. H e 
then  re tired  to his lib rary , and a f te r  about fifteen or tw en ty  m inutes, 
h e  b rough t ou t a book as u&ual, and I myself found my horoscope in i t  a f te r  
a  search  of about ten  m inutes. I  allowed th e  P a n d it to read th e  whole 
of it, and  it  took him about th ree  hours to finish it. I cannot now de
scribe my feeling a t  tb a t  tim e, I  th o u g h t indeed th a t  1  was iu a  s ta te  
of dream . The horoscope proceeded, rem iuding me of th e  p as t events 
of my life from  year to year, some of them  I  had  nearly  forgotten , 
an d  I  som etim es had  to ta sk  my memory to recall them  to m ind. 1  

canno t im agine a  g rea te r wonder than  going to a  s tranger, who, w hen 
you ask him  who yon are, gives yon a book w hich contains m inute de
ta ils  of your life from  y o u r 'b i r th  to  death . I  assert th a t  th e re  is 
no th ing  in m y horoscope which is notr an actual fact, o r which has no t 
happened , w ith  reference to  th a t portion  of tbe  .horoscope which deals 
w ith  m y p as t life .” * * * *

“  I  shall now give a  b rief account of the  contents of my horoscope 
an d  m ake quotations here and  the re  from i t  for a  b e tte r elucidation, 
though  by so doing I  sha ll have lo m ake m y p riv a te  life known to  the  
public . My horoscope, like num erous o thers th a t  I  then  saw  and have 
since then  seen, is divided in to  th ree  parts , and is a  dialogue between 
S uk racharya , th e  disciple, and B hriga  Deva, the  preceptor.

T he firs t p a r t  consists of (I) some ol the  chief events of m y p resen t 
life, (2 ) th e  chief characteristic  of m y body and  m ind, (3) a  brief 
acco u n t of the  m em bers of my fam ily, (4) th e  lines on the  palm  of 
m y r ig h t hand, w ith  th e ir  effectb.



T he second p a r t consists of (1) a  b rief account of tb e  previous b irtb ,
(2 ) some of tb e  principal acts done in  the  previous life whioh have pro
duced some of the  g rand  resu lts  in  th e  p reseu t life.

The th ird  p a r t consists of (1) a  detailed  acconnt of my life from  
b irth  to dea th , (2 ) a  brief account of the  lives of m y p aren ts  from  year 
to year d u ring  m y infancy, (3) a  b rief account of tb e  o th e r m em bers of 
m y fam ily, (4) th e  diseases, dangers, and m isfortunes th a t  I  shall be 
subjected to  from year to year, (5) recipes to cure those diseases and 
advice about w arding off the dangers and  m isfortunes, (6 ) various P ray as
ch itta s  or atonem ents for rem oving some of the principal events of th e  
presen t life which a te  tbe  resu lts  of some of th e  m isdeeds done in th e  
previous life, (7) elaborate description of the  m anner in which those 
P ray asch itas  should be perform ed and  th e  various M antras, ( 8 ) how I  
shall be born in the  nex t life to come. Besides th e  above there  are 
m any o th e r th ings in  the th ird  p art.

My horoscope, of course, in m anuscrip t, consists of 77 pages of big
g er size th a n  royal octavo. I  have all along been speaking only of th e  
tw elve p a rts  of my en tire  horoscope. T h is p a rt, which I  have in m y 
possession, is called the T ain ibhavan— or th a t p a r t  re la ting  to  th e  body 
alone. T here are  o the r p a rts  o r B havans called tbe  D hanabliavam  
(re la tin g  to w ealth ), th e  D h arm a B h av an a  (re la ting  to  religion), th e  
P itr ib h av a n a  (re la ting  to a  fa th e r), and so fo rth . These different B ha- 
vans give a  detailed  account of th e  subjects of w hich they  trea t. B u t 
i t  is a  m a tte r  of re g re t th a t  the  P a n d it has go t a  few only of th e  o th e r 
B havans. H e has uot even got the  en tire  num ber of the T ain i B havan 
p a r ts  of all the  horoscopes, and he had  in several cases to refuse to give 
copies for he had not th e  orig inals.”

The Jong  to u r of 1887 left some effects of a  very disagreeable n a tu re  
on me which showed them selves in an  im poverishm ent of th e  blood and  
an  ou tbreak  of boils, of w hich one took on a  ca rbuncu la r character, 
an d  laid me up for a  while. B u t our k ind friends, G eneral aud M rs. 
M organ, hospitably  u rged  me to v isit them  a t  O otacam und w hich I did, 
and  in  th a t  m agical m ountain  air, m y hea lth  w as soon re-established. 
I g ra te fu lly  recall th e  k ind a tten tions shown me by m any E uropean  
friends, even of m ere acquaintances up  to  th a t  tim e, and am sorry  th a t  
I  am  no t a t  lib e rty  to record th e ir  nam es in  th is  n a rra tiv e  in token of 
m y rem em brance. Telegram s were sen t me from  all over Ind ia , and 
sym pathe tic  p a rag rap h s appeared  in  tlie H indu  papers. To add to 
ray p leasure 1 had an  a ttac k  of gouty rheum atism  in one foot, and th is  
puzzled me more th a n  a  little , for my p a te rn a l ancestra l stock passed 
on to  m e no such ta in t of blood. B u t eigh t years later, a t  P aris , th e  
m ystery  was solved for me by M me. M ongruel, th e  w ell-known som
nambule, o r clairvoyant, who advised me to  abstain  from  m eat 
ea ting , as th a t  was th e  cause of m y m isery. I  followed h e r  
p rescrip tion  and  all gouty sym ptom s have disappeared. The disease was, 
then, no t hered itary  bu t induced by th e  m eat diet, and disappeared on



m y  chang ing  to a  non-flesh d ie tary . T he h in t should not be lo st by 
an y  read er who has not tried  th is  rem edy.

P o rte n ts  of a com ing storm  in onr European groups, s tirred  up or 
in tensified  by H. P . B., begin to show them selves, and  Ju d g e  com plains 
of o a r  neglecting him . J n s t  then  D r. Coues was w orking bard  for th e  
n o to rie ty  he craved and Ju d g e  was opposing him . In  view of th e  very  
im p o rta n t bearing i t  has on tlie eth ics of th e  Secession move of Jan e , 
1S95, th e  te x t of Bome of Judge 's  le tte rs  m ay as well be giveu :

“ (New York) June 8 , 1888, certain m atters are occurring here which need
atten tion  and action....... H is (Coues’) policy is to place himself a t the head
of some wonderful unknown th ing through which (save the mark 2) com
m unications are alleged to come from the Masters. Ho also in a  large sense 
wishes to pull the T. S. away from your jurisdiction and make himself the 
G rand Mogul of it  in this country.......  I  know that policy is to retain com
plete control in  you, and m y desire is to keep tlie American Section as a depend- 
ency o f  the General Council in In d ia ; hence you are the President. I t  ivas 
never m y intention to dissevert but to bind, and the form of onr Constitution
clearly shows that. That’s why no President is elected or perm itted here.....
So I  would recommend tha t you call the Council and consider our Constitu
tion, which ought long ago to have been done—and decide tha t we aro in 
affiliation and subordination to India and that we are recognized bs part of 
the General Council, with power to have a Secretary as an (official) channel, 
b u t not to have a yearly President but only a chairman a t each Convention..- 
I  cannot work this thing here properly without your co-operation.”

“ I  aro always striving to keep your name a t the top, for until your death 
yon m ust be a t the head.*’ (Letter of May 21,1888).

“ U ntil you two die it is folly for others to whistle against the wind. 
M asters and Federation ! ” (Letter of June 15,1888).

A la s ! for tb e  short-sigh tedness of men who leave behind them  
docum entary  proofs like th e  above, when se ttin g  them selves to  th e  
bu ild ing  up  of a  new s tru c tu re  of falsehood, fraud  and treachery  in 
w hich  to house new idols. No wonder th e  Secessionists adopted  the  
policy of boycotting m y nam e and falsify ing h istory . To have m en
tioned me a t  all would have provoked too m uch inquiry . A la s ! poor 
Ju d g e .

In  March the Burm ese edition of the Buddhist Catechism appeared 
a t  Rangoon, m aking th e  seventh language in which it  had th n s fa r 
beeo published, viz., English, F rench, G erm an, Sinhalese, Japanese, 
A rabic and Burm ese. In A pril a  Japanese friend wrote me from  K ioto 
th a t  my Golden Rules o f Buddhism  had  been tran sla ted  in to  th e ir  
language and published.

A t a  garden p a rty  a t  G overnm ent H ouse on th e  21st A pril, th e  
G aekw ar of B aroda introduced me to th e  M aharajah  of M ysore, who 
aBked m e to  his garden-party  of the  nex t week. T hus began our 
friend ly  acquaintance, which lasted  u n til h is death . On May 6 th by 
h is  special inv itation  I p rivate ly  lectured  to th e  above tw o P rinces aud 
th e ir  staffs a t  the  M ysore M aharajah ’s house, on th e  subject given me of



“  T h e  Effect of H indu  Religion on H indus.” F or a  fa ll hour a f te r  tb e  
lecture I  answered questions p n t me by th e  P rinces, th e  G aekw ar chiefly 
p lay ing  the  p a r t of spokesm an, as th e  M ysore ru le r  had an im pedim ent 
in h is speech. T h is experience was not quite equal to th a t  of T alm a, 
who “ played to  a  p itfu l of k ings,” b u t i t  was a  ra th e r  unusual inc iden t 
fo rm e , and a  very p leasant one, for th e  discussion was an im ated and  th e  
qnestions and  answ ers wero followed w ith  th e  closest a tten tion  by th e  
in te lligen t, and in some cases em inent, men com posing the  two su ites.

The A nglo-Indian com m unity were so k ind dn ring  m y illness th a t  
I  g lad ly  consented to lecture fo r th e ir  special benefit a t  th e  B reeks 
School, under very influential patronage. The subject given me w as 
“ The Noble A rm y of G hosts and  th e ir  M ansions” : in short, a  discourse 
upon O th er W orld o rder in  which th e  Sum m erland theory  of th e  
S p iritua lists  was com pared w ith th e  E astern  idea of K am aloka. T h ere  
was a  large audience and the  proceeds w ent to a local charity . A second 
lecture followed.

D u rin g  th is  v isit to  O otacam und, I  bought, on M rs. M organ 's 
advice, th e  piece of land on w hich I  bu ilt, as a ho t w ea ther re tre a t fo r 
H .P .B ., myself and o ther European w orkers a t  A dyar, th e  cottage since 
know n as “ G ulistan ,” the  Rose G arden. She, poor friend  ! never had  
th e  chance to use it, b u t I  have and  o thers, and a m ore d e lig h tfu l 
sanato rium  it  would be hard  to  find.

An in struc tive  experim ent was m ade by Mr. A rcher, R .A ., a t  m y 
request, which is w orth  repo rting . W e discussed th e  theory  of “ V isu 
alising ,” in  connection w ith  th e  rea l o r pretended m ethod ascribed 
to  W illiam  Blake, th e  Irish  pain ter-m ystic  who, i t  is alleged, would 
p a in t a  p o r tra it a f te r  a  single s i t t in g ; he hav ing  th e  facu lty  of 
visualising h is s it te r  in the pose desired, and th u s being able to p a in t 
from  th e  a s tra l phantom  as if i t  w ere th e  liv ing flesh. M r. A rcher had 
never tried  i t  b n t said he would if I  would pose for fifteen m inutes. I  
took my place and he steadfastly  looked a t  me, now and again  closing 
h is eyes to fix the im age th e  be tte r upon his sensorium , a f te r  which I  
was dism issed and asked to re tu rn  a f te r  th ree  days. W hen I  w en t 
again to bis studio he  had  sketched in m y p o rtra it, and we were bo th  
g rea tly  in te rested  to  see how he had re ta ined  p a rts  of th e  face and lo s t 
o thers. As an experim ent i t  was valuable in its  suggestiveness. M r. 
A rcher finished th e  p o rtra it and it is now a t  our London headquarte rs.

A t appointed  interview s w ith th e  B aroda and Mysore Prince, 
th e  m aintenance of tlie  A dyar O rienta l L ib rary  and th e  ho ld ing  of an  
in te r-s ta te  S an sk rit Convention, for the  purpose of p u ttin g  th e  m ove
m en t for a  rev ival of S an sk rit lite ra tu re  on a broad and sensible basis, 
were d iscussed : H is H ighness th e  G aekw ar asked me to  d ra f t a  p lan  
for a Technological College a t Baroda, for th e  endow m ent of w hich ho 
was ready to se t aside ten lakhs of rupees, and I  did so. T he M ysore 
M aharajah  has since established a S an sk rit D epartm ent in b is own 
S tate , th e  G aekw ar has in troduced S an sk rit atid Technological in 
struction  in to  his, and th e  in te r-s ta te  S an sk rit Convention has been



held a t H ard  war, and  is known as th e  Bh Strata Mah& M andala. So seeds 
are dropped, and some fall on stony ground, b u t o thers s tr ik e  root in  
fertile soil and  bring forth  th e ir  special harvests.

My h ea lth  hav ing  been en tirely  restored , I  le ft O otacam und on th e  
31st May, and afte r  a  sh o rt tou r to Coim batore, Pollachi, U dam alpet, 
and P algha t, w here lectures were given and two new B ranches were 
formed, re tu rn ed  to A dyar and  plunged in to  rou tine work, lite ra ry  
and official.

T he la s t week in Ju n e  brought me a vexatious le tte r  from  H . P . B. 
indicative of a  storm  of trouble th a t was rag ing  in and about her, 
the consideration of which had  be tte r be deferred  u n til our n ex t 
chapter.

H . S. O l c o t t .

STU D Y ON TH E R E L A T IO N  OF M A N  TO GOD.

[Concluded from  p . 157.]

IN  connection w ith th is  evolution of sp ir it-m a tte r  we should  rem em ber 
th e  following f a c ts :—
( 1) “ T he word sp irit-m a tte r im plies the  fact th a t  th e re  is no such 

th in g  as dead m a tte r  ; the re  is ‘ no m a tte r  w ithou t force and  no force 
w ithou t m a tte r* ; they  are wedded toge ther in an indissoluble m arriage 
th ro u g h o u t th e  ages of th e  life of a  universe, an d  none can w rench them  
ap a r t. M atte r is form  and  there is no form w hich does no t express a  
l i f e ; s p ir it  is life and  th e re  is no life th a t  is no t lim ited  by a  form . 
Even th e  Logos has, du ring  m anifestation, th e  U niverse as H is form , 
aud so down to th e  atom ,” *

(2) “ Each of th e  seven planes of o a r Solar System  is divided in to  
seven snb-plane? and the  m a tte r  of the h ighest sub-plane in  each m ay be 
regarded  as atomic, qua its  p a rticu la r  plane, th a t  is to  say, its  atom s 
canno t be fu rth e r  sub-divided w ithou t passing from  th a t  plane to th e  
one n ex t above.”t

To take the  physical p lane as an illu stra tion , th e  h ighest o r seventh  
sub-division of physical sp ir it-m a tte r  is composed of homogeneous atom s, 
th e  P r i th iv ita t tv a ;  th e  s ix th  is composed of fairly  sim ple heterogeneous 
com binations of these, each com bination behaving as a  u n i t ; the  fifth is 
com posed of m ore complex com binations, th e  fou rth  of s till m ore com
plex  ones, and  so on, b u t in  all cases these com binations ac t as 
nn its .£

T hus th e  endless com binations of th e  p rim ary  homogeneous 
physical atom s b rin g  abou t th e  six  lower heterogenous sub-divisions 
of th e  physical plane, i.e., th ree  k inds of ether, gas, liquids and  solids. 
In  h e r a rtic le  on “ O ccult C hem istry  ” (Lucifer , Vol. X V II , p . 216),

*  “  A n o i e n t  W i s d o m . ’* p .  6 5 .
f  “  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C r e e d , ”  b y  C .  W .  L e a d  b e a t e r ,  p .  2 8 ,  
j  “ A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , ”  p .  5 8 .
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M rs. B esant has shown how, th rongh  varied com binations of u ltim ate  
physical atom s, d ifferent substances, such as H ydrogen, Oxygen, 
N itrogen , etc., are evolved. The s tru c tu re  of th e  u ltim ate  physical 
atom  is the  sam e for all and the  variety  of * elem ents ’ is due to  th e  
varie ty  of ways in w hich these u ltim ate  physical atom s com bine. 
“ The physical plane m ay serve as a  model from whioh by analogy 
we m ay gain  an idea of the  sub-divisions of th e  sp irit-m a tte r of o th e r  
planes. W hen a  theosoph ist speaks of a  plane, he means a  reg ion  
th roughou t whioh sp ir it-m a tte r  exists, a ll whose com binations a re  
derived from a  p articu la r set of a to m s ; these atom s, in tu rn , a re  un its  
possessing sim ilar organizations, whose life is th e  life of th e  Logos veiled 
in  few er or m ore coverings according to  th e  plane, and whose form  
consists of the  solid, o r lowest sub-division of tb e  plane im m ediately 
above.” *

(3) T he seven life-waves, due to  modifications of consciousness of 
th e  Logos, im p art d is tin c t qualities o r a ttr ib u te s  to the seven planes of 
m atte r. l 's v a ra  gives the pow er to  m a tte r to respond to p a rtic u la r  
v ib ra tio n s ; fo r instance, on th e  second o r a s tra l plane H e im p arts  to  
m a tte r  th e  quality  of responding to p leasure aud  pain and we g ive to  
these vibrations the  nam e of sensory ; on th e  th ird  o r M&nasio plane 
th e  v ibrations w ith  which th a t m atte r answ ers are  called m ental o r  
in te lligen t. T hus p lane a f te r  plane has its  own characteristic , th e  life is 
one, b u t show ing a different aspect according to  th e  kinds of m a tte r in 
w hich i t  is clothed, f

(4) “ W ith in  th e  lim its of our physical plane, correspondences of a ll 
th e  h ig h er six atom ic form s are  to  be found. T he sub-divisions of th e  
physical region, due to com binations of th e  P rith iv ita ttv a , show fo rth  tb e  
characteristics of the g rea t regions which m ak eu p  th e  U niverse, so th a t  
we have in  our solid, liquid, gas, th ree  ethers and atoms, correspondences 
of th e  six h igher ta ttv a s , bu t we have them  all in th e ir  physical form , 
they  are m odifications of P rith iv i,rep ro d u c in g  on a low er plane th e  g re a t 
p rim ary  elem ents

(5) “  A t the ending of a  universe tho ta ttv a s  m erge in to  each 
o ther by d isin tegration . P rith iv ita ttv a , hav ing  d isin teg rated  in to  
atom s, these atom s are them selves broken up and  th e  T an m atra  th a t  
form ed them , being no longer able to express itself for lack of su itab le  
m aterial, ceases to be a  power and rem ains only represen ted  by a  modifi
cation in  consciousness, a  perm anent possibility . T hus A p asta ttv a  
becomes th e  low est m anifestation and by a  repetition  of the  above p ro 
cess ceases to exist. In  like fashion each plane successively vanishes 
and only m odifications in consciousness rem ain, expressing them selves 
as v ibratory  powers, no t v ibrations b u t the  power to v ib rate  in a  p a r 
tic u la r way, when th e  Logos w ills to b ring  a new universe in to  ex ist
ence.’^

*  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , ’* p p .  5 9  a n d  6 0 .
f  “  E v o l u t i o n  o f  L i f e  a n d  F o r m , ”  p p .  1 2 9 - 1 3 2 .
X  “  E v o l u t i o n  o f  L i f e  and F o r m , ”  by M r s .  B e s a n t ,  p. 2 9 .
§ “ Evolution of L i f e  and Form,” by Mrs. Besant, pp. 2 9 ,  3 0 ,
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all tbe other sub-planes, until ifc ensouls forms of the very lowest astral

•  "  C h r i s t i a n  C r e e d , ’ ’ b y  C .  W .  L e a d b e a t e r ,  p .  3 0 .
+  “  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , ”  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  p .  2 3 9 .
X  “  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m / '  p p .  2 4 2  &  2 5 2 .
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ition  of matter, th e  work of th e  f i r s t  
d  Logos. We come now to the  second 
onadic Essence em anating  from t h e  
Be to th e  evolution o f form , as soon a s  
ched a  sufficiently advanced s ta te ,  
note the dow nw ard and upw ard a r c ,  

ag revealed in tim e, one a f te r  a n o th e r , 
ation as D eity. F rom  th e  first L ogos 
lecond th e  th ird , in Divine m an ifes
to m anifestation , th e  th ird  is f i r s t  
)en the second, (evolution of fo rm ) 
, and therefore i t  is said th a t the  f i r s t  
ling .f

f form  we m ust prem ise (1 ) th a t  o u r  
only five planes out of th e  seven, o u r  
th ird  plane from above, th e  N irv a n ic  
which form s th e  cen tra l plane of o u r  
division*, tb e  a rupa  level (fo rm less  

vel), th e  form er occupying the th re e  
ur lower sub-planes of th e  M anasic 
form s is a  gradual process th ro u g h  
ita l, th e  M ineral, V egetable, A n im a l 

b rought into existence in th e  o rd e r
•

i t  happens on th e  N irvanic and Bud* 
ng th e  descent of th is  2 nd life-w ave, 
c p lane (h ig h est arupa-lev  el) it. ap - 
;h having  its own coloring or ch a rac - 

nvcle of evolu tion ,
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m a tte r  and ta rn s  to  begin, th rough  th e  vegetable, anim al and h lira an  
kingdom s, the  g ran d  upw ard sweep of evolution tow ards div in ity .*

T he follow ing m ain princip les are  im portan t in connection w ith  
th is  M onadic ev o lu tio n :

(1 ) “  T here is con tinu ity  of life as well as continu ity  of form , and 
i t  is  the  continuing life (the M onad)— w ith ever more and more of its  
la te n t  energies rendered active by th e  stim uli received th rough  succes
sive  form s— which g a thers  iuto itself th e  experiences obtained by its  
encasings in  form  ; for when th e  form  perishes, the  life (the  M onad) 
h a s  the  record of those experiences in th e  increased energies aroused 
by  them , and is ready to  pour itself into th e  new form s derived from  the 
old, ca rry ing  w ith  i t  th is  accum ulated s to r e /’t

(2) In  each of th e  seven fundam ental types of the  Monad a 
process of sub-division takes place from the  very  beginning, a  process 
t b a t  w ill be carried  on, subdiv id ing  and ever subdividing, u n til the  
In d iv id u a l is reached. These subdivisions are called sab-m onads or 
group-sonls, which la tte r  nam e very  appropria te ly  expresses th e  fac t 
t h a t  a  p a rticu la r species or fam ily  of p lan ts o r anim als, as an instance, 
h a s  a  common group-soul, w hich a t  any one tim e m ay ensoal a  large 
n u m b er o t bodies belonging to th a t  species- W hen th e  self-bodies die, 
th e  life flows back to  the  group-soul, ca rry ing  w ith i t  th e  experiences 
gained , and  as these are often incongruous w ith each other, a  tendency 
to w ard s separation  is se t ap  w ith in  the Monad, th e  harm oniously 
v ib ra tin g  forces g roup ing  them selves to g e th er for, as i t  were, coucerted 
action . In  th is  way sm aller group-souls o r sub-m onads are form ed, 
co rresponding  in  th e  vegetable and anim al kiugdoras to the  form ation 
o f fam ilies, genera  and species, and in the  Elem ental kingdom s to th e  
d iffe ren t k inds of Elemental Essence. As th e  num ber of anb-m onads 
increases, th e  num ber of forms an im ated by each decreases, un til in the  
h ig h e s t developed anim als i t  comes down to un ity  and anim ates a 
succession of single form s, p reparing  the an im al for th e  step in to  the  
hu m an  k ingdom .£

( 3 ) W e  should note th e  difference between Monadic essence 
an d  Elem ental essence, both term s th a t  are  frequently  found in  
theosophical lite ra tu re . W hen th e  second Life-wave, th e  Monad 
of form , in  its  descent from  plane to plane clothes itself in th e  atomic 
m a tte r  only of each plane, i t  is called Monadic essence; b u t w hen i t  
f u r th e r  ga th ers  round itself molecular m a tte r  i t  is called Elem ental 
essence.

“ T h is will become clearer still, if  we note th e  m anner of descent 
o f  th e  M onadic essence th rough  tb e  various kingdom s. F or exam ple, 
a f te r  en tering  th e  th ird  elem ental kingdom  (which i t  does by  veiling
its e lf  in  th e  atom ic a s tra l m a tte r)  i t  g radua lly  presses dow nw ards in to
a l l  th e  o th e r sub-planes, u n til i t  ensouls form s of th e  very low est a s tra l

•  ** C h r i s t i a n  C r e e d , ”  b y  C .  W .  L e a d b e a t e r ,  p .  3 0 .
t  “ A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , ”  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  p .  2 3 9 .
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m a tte r and is on tb e  verge of physical ity . Y et it does not step  from  
th a t  lowest sub-division of th e  astra l in to  th e  h ighest of th e  physical, 
which seems to  lie so near ; instead of th a t, i t  slowly draw s back in to  
th e  as tra l atom ic condition, bearing  * ith  i t  all experience gained o r 
quality  developed, and  then, from  th e  h ighest as tra l, it shoots s tra ig h t 
down into the  h ighest physical, along ano ther line of connection—as i t  
were in ano ther dim ension.” *

T herefore Monadic essence is th e  second life-wave clothed in  th e  
atom ic m a tte r  ouly of any one plane and tbe planes above it. T hns th e  
Monadic essence of tb e  physicol p lane will have as its  ou term ost gar* 
m ent the  atom ic m a tte r only of th e  physical p lane ; w ith in  th a t,  its  n ex t 
sheath  will be the atom ic m a tte r  of th e  as tra l plane, b n t i t  w ill n o t 
have in its  sheath ing  any of th e  various m olecular com binations of th e  
as tra l plane, which constitu te  th e  various sub-planes of th e  a s tra l. T he 
n ex t inner sheath  will be composed of th e  h ighest o rder of m a tte r  be
longing to the  upperm ost of th e  four lower subdivisions of th e  M&nasie 
plane (since th is  m anasic p lane em braces two d istinct evolutionary king- 
do m s); then  as its  nex t sheath  i t  will have atom s of th e  h ighest of th e  
th ree  arupa-levels of the M ental plane, then atom s of the Buddhio plane, 
etc.

On the  o th e r hand, Elemental essence is, Monadic essence + sh ea th 
ing of m olecular m a tte r  of th e  p la n e =  second life-w ave + atom ic 
m a tte r of plane in question and of all planes above i t  + m olecular 
sheath ing .” t

(4) There is a g rea t difference between the dow nw ard arc, the first 
ha lf of th e  circle, an d  th e  upw ard arc, th e  second half of th e  circle, 
of th e  evolution of form. In  th e  dow nw ard arc, m a tte r  takes np qualities 
and  a t t r ib u te s ; in th e  upw ard, m utter is form ed in to  vehicles, o r sheaths, 
o r bodies, such a  vehicle ac ting  as an organised unity , to serve as a  
tabernacle for tb e  Self.*

The E lem ental essence, when unaffected by any ou tside influence 
(a condition hard ly  ever realized), is w ithout any definite form  of its  
own (In  M r. L eadbeater’s “ D evachanic P lan e ,” p. 80, i t  is described 
in  th is  condition as a  form less conglom eration of dancing, infin itesim al 
atom s, in s tin c t w ith  a  m arvellous in tensity  of life) ; i t  is how ever 
w onderfully  sensitive to  the m ost fleeting th o u g h t-cu rren t (from  th e  
hum an  m ind or from  o ther in te lligences—D evas—belonging to  th e  
a s tra l and Manasic p lanes) and is constan tly  being th row n  in to  shapes 
of all k inds, w hich appear, change form  and  d isin teg ra te  w ith  th e  
rap id ity  of thought. §

In  th e  first E lem ental kingdom  the E lem ental essence is th row n by  
th o u g h ts  in to  b rillian t coruscations, coloured stream s and  flashes of 
liv ing  fire, instead of in to  definite sh a p e s ; tak in g , as i t  were, its  firs t

•  T h e o s o p h ic a l R e v ie w ,  v o l .  X X I I I ,  p .  6 5 5 .
f  T h e  V & h a n ,  v o l .  I X . ,  N o .  1 ,  p .  8 .
f  C f .  “  E v o l a t i o n  o f  L i f e  a n d  F o r m , ”  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  p .  1 2 6 ,
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lessons in  com bined action, b n t not y e t assum ing th e  definite lim ita tions 
of form s.”*

In  th e  second and third  E lem ental kingdom s th e  effect of th o u g h t is 
to monld portions of th e  E lem ental essence into definite shapes, the  color 
being determ ined  by th e  quality  of thou g h ts  (in te llectual, devotional, 
passional), th e  shape itse lf by the  n a tu re  of though ts and the  clearness of 
outline by the  definiteness of th o u g h t.” t

T hese thought*form s b u ilt of E lem ental essence m ay be very evanes* 
cent o r endure for some tim e according to th e  s tren g th  of th e  though ts 
which called them  in to  existence, b u t the general ch arac teris tic  in th e  
downward arc  th rough  the  th ree  E lem enta l kingdom s is evanescence o f 
form* com bined w ith plasticity.

“  W hen  th e  Monad, evolved th rough  these kingdom s, in due coarse 
reached tb e  physical plane, i t  began to  d raw  to g e th er th e  o th e rs  and  
hold th em  in  filmy shapes, into w hich the denser m ateria ls  were bu ilt, 
form ing th e  first m inerals.” In  th e  m ineral kingdom  th e  plasticity  and  
evanescence of form s noticed in  th e  th ree  E lem ental k ingdom s gives 
place to  rig id ity  and stability  w hich leads in th e  fa r th e r  evolation  to  
plasticity and stability  of form s, first noticeable in th e  vegetable kingdom . 
“ These characteristics find a  y e t m ore balanced expression in  th e  an im al 
world an d  reach th e ir  culm ination  of equilib rium  in m an, whose 
physical body is m ade up of constituen ts of m ost unstab le  eqnilibrium , 
thus g iv ing  g rea t adap tab ility , and y e t which is held toge ther by a  
com bining cen tral force which resists general d isin tegration  even under 
th e  m ost varied conditions.” $

(5) “  The descent of th e  life-w ave in to  denser and  denser m a tte r, 
th rough  kingdom  a fte r  kingdom , u n til a t  la s t it  comes down to  th e  
m inera l form s, w here life is m ost restric ted  in  its  operations, w here 
consciousness is m ost lim ited in its  scope, is called th e  involution o f life 
in  m atter , th e  descending arc. F rom  th is  lowest po in t th e  life ascends, 
revealing  more and  m ore of its  powers, and  o rd inary  w estern  evolation 
begins here. T he life em bedded iu  th e  rig id  m ateria l of minerals learns 
slow ly and  g radua lly  to  respond from  w ith in  to heavy vibrations 
an d  im pacts from  w ithou t ( th e  whole w ork ing  of th e  life can be 
sum m ed up as the receiving of v ibrations from  m a tte r  w ithou t 
and  th e  answ ering  of v ibrations from  itse lf w ithin) u n til th e  opposi* 
tion from  the  rig id  form is lessened and a stage of p lastic ity  is 
reached , a t  w hich the  beginning of the  vegetable w orld can be b ro u g h t 
in to  existence . ’1 In  the  Vegetable kingdom  the life (the MonadJ receives 
v ib ra tions from  w ithou t more easily and resp o n d s m ore strongly , add ing  
fu r th e r  th e  early  beginnings of a  pow er of consciousness th a t  in the  
m inera l was not p resen t,§ th e  pow er of feeling p leasure and  pain, the  
foresliadow ings of desire and  sensation, evolving in  th e  h igher m em bers
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of th e  vegetable kingdom  to w hat tb e  w estern psychologist wonld te rm
* m assive’ sensations of pleasure and discom fort. P lan ts  dim ly en jo y  
th e  air, tlie ra in  and the  sunshine, and groping ly  seek them , w hile th e y  
sh rin k  from  noxious co n d itio n s; they  answ er to  stim u li and  a d a p t  
them selves to external conditions, some show ing p la in ly  a  sense o f  
touch. ” *

T his power of sensation is fu rth e r  developed in th e  anim al k in g 
dom and is due to tbe aw akening out of latency of th e  as tra l m a tte r  
involved in  th e  s tru c tu re  of the atom ic and m olecular constituen ts o f 
th e  physical bodies. “  W hen th is  astra l m a tte r  began to th r ill  in  a  
very lim ited way in th e  m inerals, th e  Monad of form, exercising h ia  
organizing power, drew  in m ateria ls  from th e  as tra l w orld and th e se  
were b u ilt in to  a loosely constitu ted  m ass, the m ineral a s tra l body . 
In  th e  vegetable world th e  a s tra l bodies are a  lit tle  m ore organised  a n d  
th e ir  special characteristic  of ‘ feeling’ begins to  appear. In  the  a n im a l 
kingdom  the as tra l body is still m ore developed, reach ing  in th e  h ig h e r  
mem bers a  sufficiently definite organization to cohere fo r some tim e a f te r  
th e  dea th  of th e  physical body, and to lead an independent ex istence 
on th e  a s tra l plane, +

In  th e  h igher m em bers of th e  anim al kingdom  we fa r th e r  find 
th a t  th e  mental m a tte r b rough t down by th e  M onad (involved  
in  th e  s tru c tu re  of th e  a s tra l body) begins to  be suscep tib le to  im* 
pacts from  the  m ental plane, and, when th e  M onad has a t  the  sam e 
tim e reached th e  point of com plete individualization, no longer fo rm in g  
p a r t of a group-soul, th e  an im al is then ready  to receive th e  th i r d  
g rea t ou tpouring  of th e  life of the  Logos—th e  tabecjiacle is ready  fo r  
th e  reception of th e  human  Mon ad. J

O u t p o u r i n g  o p  S p i r i t .

T his th ird  ou tponring  of the D ivine life, which form s th e  A tm d , the
human S e lf or Spirit, comes from the  h ighest princip le of th e  Logos, th e
F irs t  Logos H im self. From  th e  h igher planes of being i t  w orks
dow nw ards th rough th e  Buddhic tow ards th e  h igher levels of th e
il& nasic plane, w here i t  m eets the  second life-wave, th e  Monad, w h ich
as we have seen has been w orking upwards tow ards the low er M anasic
level, and by th e  union of the  two, a new body or vehicle, th e
em bryonic Causal body of m an, the  vehicle of the  re-incarna ting  Ego, is
form ed on th e  arupa levels of the  M anasic plane. “ T here w ere n o t
henceforth tw o Monads in m an—th e  one th a t  had b u ilt th e  hum an
tabernacle, and th e  one th a t  descended in to  th a t tabernacle ; th e  second
ra y  blended with th e  first, m erely adding to i t  fresh  energy and brilliance,
and the  hum an Monad, as a unit, began its  m ighty  ta sk  of unfolding th e
h ig h er powers in man of th a t  D ivine Life whence it  came. T his is th e
individualization of the  S p irit, th e  encasing of i t  in form, and th is  sp ir it
encased in the  Causal body is th e  soul, the  individual, th e  real m an.§
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In  th e  anim al th is  th ird  Life-wave is m issing, and herein consists th e  
vest difference betw een th e  tw o k ingdom s; th e  an im al develops conscions* 
ness, b n t th e  hnm an M onad develops self -co n sciousness an d  is ready to 
complete th e  oircle of evolution, to  m erge in  th e  Logos as a  living, self* 
conscious e ternal C entre able to  share  th e  consciousness of God.

W ilh  th e  dcscent of the  th ird  life-wave we have w h at a re  known as 
the seven princip les iu  m an com plete, thongh no t by any  m eans fo lly  
developed. Xtm&, tb e  S p ir it in m an, is clothed d a rin g  ea rth -life  in  a  
series of sh ea th s  o r  bodies b u ilt of th e  m a tte r of th e  different planes and 
enabling i t  to  come in to  contact w ith, and  g a th e r  experience on, all tb e  
planes from  the physical up to th e  N irvanic, th e  p lane of A 'tm a.

These bodies a r e :

On the Buddhic Plane ... Bliss-body
„ A rupa levels of the M&nasic Plane ... Causal body.
„ Rupa „ „ ... Mental body.
„ A stral Plane „ „ ... Astral body.

Etheric Double
i. and Physical body.„ Physical Plane „ „

T hey  form  th e  bridge of consciousness, along which all im pulses 
from th e  Ego m ay reach th e  physical plane, all im paots from  th e  o u te r 
world m ay reach him  and i t  is th e  purpose of evolution to  develop each 
in tu rn  to serve as a  d is tin c t vehicle of consciousness, independently  of 
those below it,*  u n til man can function in  unbroken consciousness on 
all th e  planes.

T he use of th e  sheath s is to g a th e r  knowledge on every plane, to  
“ learn th e  law  of pleasure and pain, to g e t rid  of desire, w ith o u t w hich 
there can never be peace and bliss unspeakable, and to learn  sym pathy  by 
suffering, so th a t, know ing w hat i t  is to be in  anguish, we m ay ca rry  
help to  our fellow who has not learned th e  lesson.”f

T h is end is a tta in ed  th rough  a long series of incarnations (earth  
lives), th ro u g h o u t which th e  Causal body persists as th e  re la tive ly  
permanent home of th e  Ego, th e  m ental, a s tra l and physical bodies 
d isin tegrating  afte r  incarnation  and  being reconstitu ted  for each fresh 
life. As each perishes in tu rn , i t  hands on its h arvest of experiences to  
the one above i t  and th u s  all th e  harvests are  finally  stored  in th e  
Causal body to  ac t as causes for fu tn re  lives w hich are all linked 
together as cause and effect and g radually  lead m an to perfection .£

T he developm ent of these bodies takes place from  below upw ards. 
By m eans of pu re living, pure  th ink ing , th e  sub jugation  of ou r desire- 
nature and th e  exercise of our m ental faculties the  th ree  low er bodies are 
gradually, th rough  m any incarnations and experiences both  p leasurable 
and painful, devoloped and  b rough t under contro l, b u t i t  is no t till m an 
is fully conscious in h is Causal body, and  his b ra in  becomes able to v i
brate in answ er to the sw ift and sub tle  v ibrations sen t down by the  Ego,

* “  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , ’ ’ p .  2 8 8 .
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th a t  lie can im press th e  m em ory of h is p as t lives on his physical b ra in  
and thus review  th e  whole series of h is p as t incarnations. T he im m ortal 
Ego clo thed in th e  perm anen t Causal body is called th e  ind iv iduality , 
w hereas th e  personality consists in  the  tran sito ry  vehicles (m ental, a s tra l 
and physical bodies) which th e  ind iv iduality  sends ou t for th e  purpose of 
g a th erin g  experience on th e  lower planes. Each personality  is a  new  
p a r t for th e  im m ortal actor, and  he tread s the stage of life over and over 
again, only in  th e  life-dram a each ch a rac ter he assum es is th e  ch ild  of 
tb e  preced ing  ones and th e  fa th e r  of those to come, so th a t the  life - 
d ram a is a  continuous h isto ry , th e  h isto ry  of th e  ac to r who plays th e  
successive parts.*

As th e  as tra l and m ental bodies are being developed for independent 
functioning, new senses and pow ers of know ledge and usefulness a re  
opened.'np and tb e  firs t steps a re  taken tow ards th e  realisa tion  of th e  
B rotherhood of m an, th e  union of the  Self in m an w ith  all o the r Selves, 
th e  recognition of th e  one Self dw elling  equally  in all. “ Even on th e  
a s tra l plane, m a tte r  is m uch less of a  division th a n  i t  is down here. 
T ravelling  in th e  as tra l body th e  m an passes th rough  space so rap id ly  
th a t  tim e is p rac tica lly  conquered and space loses its  pow er to d iv ide 
friend  from  friend. R ising  to th e  m en tal p lane an o th er pow er is h is . 
T h ink ing  of a  place, he is th e re  ; th in k in g  of a  friend, th e  frien d  is be
fore him  ; all th ings a re  seen a t  once th e  m om ent a tten tio n  is tu rn ed  
tow ards them  ; a ll th a t  is heard  is heard  a t  a  single im p ressio n ; space, 
m a tte r  and  tim e as known in th e  lower worlds have d isap p eared ; sequence 
no longer exists in  the eternal Now. As he rises y e t h igher, b a rr ie rs  
w ith in  consciousness also fa ll aw ay— he knows him self to be one w ith  
o ther consciousness, o th e r liv ing  th ings. H e can th in k  as they  th in k , 
feel as they  feel, know as they  know. H e can m ake th e ir  lim ita tions 
h is  for th e  m om ent, in o rder th a t  he m ay understand  exactly  how th e y  
are  th in k in g  and y e t have h is own consciousness. W ith in  th is  circle o f 
evolution th e re  is no th ing  th a t  to him  is veiled, when he tu rn s  h is at*  
ten tion  to i t ; no th ing  he cannot understand  and  therefore no th ing  h e  
cannot help .” +

These last steps belong to the evolation of th e  th ree  h igher p rinciples, 
th e  trip le  Self in  m an. As th e  M anifested God has th ree  aspects 
( Existence, th e  foun t and  roo t of all being the  aspect of th e  first Logos ; 
then  Joy or Bliss, m anifested in Love, th e  aspect of th e  second L ogos; an d  
lastly  Intelligence, shown as creative W isdom, th e  aspect of th e  th ird  
Logos), \  “ so the Self in m an, a  la y  from  the  Logos, p a rta k in g  of H is  
own essential Being, has th e  trip le  n a tu re  of the  Logos H im self, and th e  
evolution of m an consists in th e  gradual m anifestation  of these th ree  
aspects, th e ir  developm ent from  latency in to  ac tiv ity , m an th u s  r e 
pea ting  in  m in iatu re th e  evolution of the  un iverse .” §

T he th ird  Aspect, Intelligence iH first m anifested , beginning w ith th e

*  “  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , "  p .  2 1 2 .
+  “  M a n  a n d  l l i s  B o d i e s , ”  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  p .  1 1 2 .
♦ “  E s o t e r i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h e  T r i n i t y , "  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t .  p .  S .
§ “  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , "  p .  2 1 3 .



developm ent, in  the  mental body, of in te llectual powers, judgm ent, rea-. 
soning, com parison, memory, the  d raw ing  of conclusions, the  logical facu l
ties. W hen th is  lias gone on to a  very g re a t ex ten t, th e  h ig h e r facul
ties of th e  intelligence will begin to evolve on th e  form less (arupa) m en
tal p laues ; th e  Ego w ill en ter on its  own especial w ork of abstract th in k 
ing an d  th e  h ighest in te llectual faculties w ill then be evolved w ith in  
tbe Causal body.* The predom inant elem ent of consciousness in th is  
body is knowledge, and  u ltim ately  w isdom ,t th u s  show ing forth  th e  
third  aspec t of th e  Logos. Then comes th e  second aspect, Bliss, Love, 
w hich m arks th e  developm ent of th e  B lis9 o r Buddhic body, a  stage 
w hich for the  m ajo rity  of m ankind belongs to a  fu tu re  period of onr 
race. T be only way in  w hich the m au can con tribu te  to  tbe  building 
of th is  glorious form  is by cu ltiv a tin g  pure, unselfish, all em bracing 
love, love tb a t  “ seeketli no t its  own— ” th a t  is, love th a t  is ne ither 
p a rtia l, nor seeks any re tu rn  for its  outflowing. T his spontaneous 
ou tpouring  of love is th e  m ost m arked  of tb e  divine a ttr ib u tes , the  
love th a t  gives every th ing , th a t  asks no th ing . W hen th e  Bnddhic 
body is quickened as a vehicle of consciousness, th e  m an en ters in to  
the bliss of non-separateness and knows in fu ll and vivid realization  
bis u n ity  w ith all th a t  is .” £

W e have seen th a t  the m ental plane is th e  centre of our p resen t five
fold evolution and we should now note a  definite relation  th a t  exists 
between th e  planes below and the  planes above. Between th e  kdmic or 
a s tra l and the  Bnddhic, and between tho  physical, tbe  lowest, and the  
N irvanic, th e  h ighest, th e re  is no reflexion of intelligence, th e  
th ird  aspec t of th e  Self, because i t  is th e  cen tra l quality . T be 
second m anifestation, th a t  which is Love on tb e  B uddhic plane, 
reflecting  itse lf in th e  a s tra l plane tak es on th e  aspcct of desire and 
passion and becomes k&ma. T h a t w hich is E xistence, th e  first aspect 
of th e  Self belonging to th e  N irvan ic  plaue, reflecting itself in the  
physical plane, s tirs  fo rth  w hat we call objective rea lity . I f  we fake 
the p ic tu re  of a  m ountain reflected in a lake, th e  shore is the d iv id ing 
line betw een object and  im age, and represen ts th e  in te llig en c e ; below 
th a t, h a lf  way down; w ill come th e  reflection of lovo show ing itself as 
em otion and desire ; then  we see th e  h ighest peak  reflected in the  
deepest dep th  of th 9  la k e ; the existence aboVe, th e  pow er of th e  R eal 
Being, is reflected below in  th e  plane of physical m a tte r  as th a t  illusory  
existence which m an calls real.§

Looking a t  th e  kumic and B nddhic planes we find th a t  in bo th  
cases th e  consciousness seeks expression by unify ing, b u t on tb e  kam ic 
p lane i t  does th is  by tak in g  possession of an object as ‘ mine,* by hold
in g  and  assim ilating  it, w hereas on the  Buddhic plane it  pours itse lf 
fo rth  to include, and  not feeling th e  sense of difference of th e  ‘ I  * and

•  “  E m o t i o n ,  I n t e l l e c t  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i t y , ”  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  p .  1 0 .
+ ‘‘Ancient Wisdom,” p. *297.
X  “  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m , ”  p .  2 1 8 .
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o t th e  ‘ m ine,’ ifc is conscious of a  nn ity  which sees a ll th a t  i t  to a d ie s  
as p a r t  of itse lf and  ioclades a ll w ith in  itself.

If  we can to rn  th e  greafc force in our desire-nature th n t was being  
iised for th e  sake of fche personal self, fco th e  service of th e  common self of 
man, then  emotional love passes in to  the h igher love which is devotion, 
passes from th e  as tra l plane to th e  Bnddhic, w here bliss is tb e  d istin - 
gu ishingcharacterirttic, and we s ta r t  w ith in  th e  evolving Self a  v ib ration  
on fche B nddhic plane, which helps forw ard the evolution of our sp ir itu a l 
natu re .*

T he last stage is the  developm ent in tho hum an Self of fche firs t 
aspect of Deity, Existence, im plying the m anifesta tion  of th e  d iv ine 
powers, the  pow er of th e  Real Being, w hich, as we have seen, is 
reficcfced below in th e  p lane of physical m a tte r  as th a t  illusory  existence 
w hich m an calls real.

“ W hen th is  firs t aspect is m anifested, when to W isdom and Com 
passion fche God-like and unruffled s tren g th  thafc m arks fche function ing  
of A tm a is added, then  hum an evolution is finished, hum anity  is crow ned 
wifch divinifcy, and  fche God-m an is m anifest in all fche p len itude of hia 
power, his wisdom, h is love.” f

W ith fche a tta in m en t of fche la s t two stages comes th e  transcend ing  
of th e  Individuality .

Throngh  countless incarnations th e  Self in man, w hich, em anating  
d irectly  from  th e  Firsfc Logos, had  been placed w ith in  th e  Causal body, 
has rem ained encased there in , as w ith in  a  p ro tec ting  shell. Ifc haR 
been p lan ted  fchere as a  m ere seed, nofc as a  perfect Ego ; as a  m ere seed 
wifch every  d ivine pow er involved w ith in  i t  nnd capable of developm ent. 
I t  is th e  object of evolution to  m ake thafc centre the  lin a g e  of fche 
Logos self-snsfcaining, und enorm ous reaches of tim e are needed fnr fche 
building. As th e  Causal body—th e  ind iv iduality—develops, th is  cen tre  
becomes strong  and able fco be self-existent, bn t i t  is nofc till the  Bliss* 
body (in  which th e  Ego already  recognises his n n ity  w ith  all ofcherEgos) 
is fu lly  developed, thafc Ind iv iduality  is transcended and fchafc fche C ausal 
body, fchafc mosfc perm anen t of our bodies, vanishes, as no longer requ ired  
fo r a  p ro tec ting  shell, th e  life wifchin hav ing  grow n into a  strong  self- 
conscious centre, able fco expand in to  fche consciousness of God, a n d  
transcending  even fche B nddhic plane, to live without lim iting  circum
ference in those ineffable vibrations which, encountered to-day, w ould 
b u t paralyse and m ake us unconscious.^

In  considering “  M an’s R elation  to G od,” th e  union of existence of 
a ll tb a t  lives is th e  fundam ental principle as s ta ted  in th e  beg in
ning . A ll Selves are  formed w ith in  fche Logos and are of th e  sam e 
divine essence, destined to grow  infco th e  im age of God, as th e  seed 
grows in to  the likeness of th e  p lan t from w hich i t  came. To atfcnin th is
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end a  long  process of evolution is needed, th rough  a  g re a t p a r t  of which 
th is  sense of union is effaced and gives place to th e  sense of separateness, 
th e  bodieH in which the  selves are  clothed form ing on th e  lower planes 
d iv id in g  barrie rs  between the  Ind iv iduals and  even placing  them  in 
conflict w ith  each o ther. W ith in  these bodies th e  life-centre develops 
and  evolves, learn ing  to  control th e  form s, and finally to transcend  
em bodied existence, when i t  has grown strong  enough to  hold its  own 
w ith o u t p ro tec ting  circum ference in th e  illim itab le  life of the one. 
T hen  th e  aspect of separateness, of d iversity , in its  tu rn  has given placc to 
union am id the  individualised un its  ; th e  self realizes in fu ll conscious
ness th e  union w ith  all o th e r selves, th e  hnm ati evolution is com pleted. 
W hen th e  po in t has become the  sphere, th e  sphere finds itse lf to be the  
p o in t; each po in t contains every th ing  and knows itse lf one w ith every 
o th e r  p o in t ; th e  ou te r is form ed to be only th e  reflection of th e  in n e r ; 
the  R eality  is th e  One Life, and th e  difference an illusion th a t  is 
overcome.*

T hen  will come the h igher glory  th a t  shines beyond, when those 
liv ing  cen tres in d iv in ity  can come fo rth  again when th e re  is need for 
th e ir  aid , able in  worlds and in universes to be th e  m anifested expression 
of th e  d iv ine love, th e  div ine pow er a n d th e  div ine perfection. W hen 
th is  happens we speak of th e  appearing  as God m ade m anisfest in flesh ; 
th en  tru ly  th e  In d iv id u a lity  has vanished, then  tru ly  th e  lim its have 
fallen aw ay, b u t th a t  living, self-conscious Being, H e perishes never, f

“ T he life th n t has reached Self-existence is a  being th a t  can g arb  
itself in any  form, by g a th erin g  th e  A'k&sa around it. T hus i t  m ay 
develop vehicle a f te r  vehicle u n til th e  whole of th e  hum an  series is 
builded  for use, b u t none of them  is a prison fo r lim ita tio n ; then  we say 
th a t  th e  m an is a  Jivanm uk ta , a  M a s t e r H e  is free and all m a tte r  has 
become H is servan t to use when H e has need of it, to cast aside w hen 
H e needs i t  uot.£ The bu ild ing  of such self-conscious e ternal centres is 
a  pnrpose of life-evolution. I t  is a slow grow th  th rough  lim ita tion  and 
im perfection  to  p e rfec tio n ; all m anifesta tion  and m ultip lication  m ust 
necessarily  m ean division and therefore lim ita tion , and  th a t lim ita tion  
necessarily  im plies im perfection .§ Only th e  whole is perfec t and no t 
till consciousness in th e  Self in m an is able to expand in to  th e  con* 
scionsness of th e  Logos, no t till he has become an  expression of th a t  
h ig h est life, w ith  no th ing  to gain, no th in g  to  learn , no th ing  to  ta k e  
th a t  an y  world can give him , ex isting  only as th e  channel of th e  life 
of G od,” || can he be said to have a tta in ed  perfection.

Long and difficult is th e  ascent from  th e  undeveloped m an, the 
savage, to  the  D ivine roan. P leasu re  and paiu, evil and  good, failu re 
and tr iu m p h  alike m ust be experienced, “  for th e  object, th e  goal 
which is to  be obtained, is not to  m ake au tom ata, who shonld b lind ly
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follow a  path  sketched o a t for th e ir  tread ing , b a t  to m ake a  reflection 
of tb e  Logos H im self, to m ake a m ighty  assem blage of wise and  perfected  
men who should choose th e  best because they  know and u n derstand  
it, who should re ject th e  w orst because by experience they  have le a rn t 
its  inadequacy and th e  sorrow  to  which i t  leads. So th a t  in  th e  
universe of the  fu tu re  as am ongst all the G rea t Ones who are  g u id in g  
th e  universe of to-day, there  should be u n ity  gained  by consensus of 
w ills, which have become one again  by know ledge and  by choice, w h ich  
move w ith a single purpose becaase th ey  know th e  whole, who choose 
to  be one w ith  th e  Law, not by an  outside com pulsion b u t by  an  in n e r  
acquiescence.* T hus are form ed those who a re  th e  co-w orkers of I 'svara  
in th e  help ing of hum anity , who hav ing  gone th ro u g h  all suffering  
th row  every th ing  they  have gained a t  th e  feet of the .Lord, who tu rn  
back to th e  w orld never again  to be bound by it, bu t still responding  to  
th e  compassion, which is the  very life of I 'sv a ra  H im self.”t

A. S chwarz.

[ E d . N ote .— An apology is due th e  au th o r of th e  foregoing p aper 
for certain  errors w hich appeared  in the  first portion of h is  artic le  (see 
D ecem ber Theosophist, pp. 148 and 150). T he changes in th e  order of 
th e  d ifferent aspects of th e  H in d u  T rin ity  w hereby they  appeared  
reversed were m ade by advice of learned H indu  friends and  w ithou t due 
exam ination of tb e  whole tex t. O ar readers w ill doubtless be g lad  to  
know th a t  th is  valuable contribution  will soon be issued iu  p am p h le t 
form , carefully  revised and corrected .]

PROGRESS AND  RENOVATION.

IN th e  n in th  book of th e  D inkardJ C hap te r X X X ., a  b rief sum m ary is 
given of the  contents of the  “  V arstm an sar N ask .” T he la s t p a ra 

g rap h  ran s  as follows : “ A bout advice to m ankind as to th ree  th ings, 
th rough  which the renovation and  happy progress of th e  creatures arise , 
nam ely, seeking th a  true  religion, absta in ing  from  in ju ring  th e  creatu res, 
and  s triv ing  fo r th e  benefit of m ankind .” § The orig inal te x t of th e  
above m entioned N ask  is un fo rtunate ly  not w ith  us, and we cannot 
therefore find ou t w hat th e  detailed  teach ings were in regard  to th e  
th ree  means by w hich the  progress and th e  regeneration  of m ankind 
were to be accom plished. From th e  general sp ir it of the  Z o ro astrian  
teachings how ever we can form  a  fairly  correct idea in regard  to these  
im p o rtan t points.

T he renovation of the world, and the resurrection of all m ankind in  
bodily form  on th is  very  ea rth  of ours is one of th e  card inal doctrines 
of the  Z oroastrian  religion. Even in the G athas, th e  o ldest Z oroastrian

*  ** T h e  P a t h  o f  D i e c i p l e s h i p , ”  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  p .  1 0 .
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w ritings, tb e  ea rnest hope and  p ray e r is expressed th a t  we m ay be like  
nnto  those who b rough t abont th e  “ Frashem  A hnm  ” or th e  regenerated  
life. In  th e  la te r  A vesta th is  doctrine has been enlarged npon, from  a  
som ew hat narrow  poin t of view in various p la ce s ; and we read in the 
“ Z am yad Y a s t” th e  following :—“ So th a t  they  m ay restore th e  w orld 
w hich w ill never grow old and  never die, never decaying and  never 
ro ttin g , ever liv ing  and ever increasing, and m aster of its  wish ; w hen 
th e  dead  w ill rise, when life and im m ortality  will come, and th e  world 
w ill be restored  a t  its  w ish."* Only a  passing allusion could be m ade 
in th is  p lace to  th is  old and m ysterious doctrine of our religion as to 
rec lo th ing  ou r sonls over again w ith  hum an bodies in  th is  world ; when 
it is sa id  th e  g re a t ones of tlie ea rth  sha ll have m ade th is  p lanet a  
v eritab le  paradise. T he la s t ch ap te r only in th e  cosmic h istory  of th e  
ea rth  is h in te d  a t  in th is d o c trin e ; b n t th e  perpe tual in junctions th a t  
are to  be found, to  use every effort to perfect ourselves for th a t glorious 
period, lead us to conclude th a t  we m ust go th rough  a slow progress of 
evolution and develop ou r inner natu re . T here is to be a  “ happy 
progress ” of th e  creatures including m ankind, and th a t  progress 
presupposes continued effort on ou r p a rt. However m uch tbe  doctrine 
of th e  “  Farsogard” o r regenerated  life m ay be disregarded  a t  th e  p resen t 
day, i t  enunciates a  p a r t  of a  g re a t tru th  in  n a tu re  regard ing  th e  
evolution of hum an life in tb is  world. The fragm en tary  and dogm atic 
way in  w hich  i t  appears in  th e  rem nan ts of ou r sacred lite ra tu re , has 
much to  do w ith  th e  indifference w ith  w hich i t  is regarded a t  presen t. 
A philosophic trea tm en t of the  sub ject is very  m uch needed in these 
tim es, b u t i t  m ust be done separate ly  and exhaustively  w ith  th e  aid  of 
logical reasoning.

“  Seeking th e  tru e  relig ion ” is th e  first of th e  th ree  m eans 
m entioned in th e  N ask, fo r b ring ing  about th e  renovation , and th e  
blissful p rogress of m ankind. T he tru e  religion was, to  th e  Z oroastrians, 
th e  M azda-Y asnian religion ; but besides th a t they  h ad  reverence also for 
the  anc ien t fa ith  o r th e  Poiryo-takaesha^ w hile all those who followed 
righteousness, and  believed in  the  pow er of good though ts, good words, 
and good deeds, were to  them  also w orshippers of th e  tru e  God. To 
th e  p resen t generation of th e  Z oroastrians, th e  seeking of th e  tru e  
religion is m ost e s se n tia l; as religious and m oral forces and sanctions 
are  being slowly underm ined by m ateria lism , and th e  enchan ting  
pleasures— in num erous form s—of sensual life, are m aking g rea t headw ay. 
R ituals, and ceremonies in  th e  p a s t served to some ex ten t, to  fix th e  
m ind tow ards religious ideas, bu t in m any instances th e  aw akened 
in te llec t now asks for a  consietent, logical and philosophical exposition 
of th e  basis and essen tials of religiou. A dispassionate and  p a tien t 
inqu iry  about th e  sp ir it of th e  M azda-Y asuian religion by th o n g h tfu l 
an d  ea rn es t s tuden ts would therefore be a  g rea t help. T he organised 
priesthood in to  whose hands cam e th e  teachings of Z a ra th u s tra  
som etim e a fte r  h is d epartu re , gave i t  a peculiar form according to

* S a c r e d  B o o k s  of the E a s t ,  V o l .  X X I I I . ,  p a g e  2 9 0 .



th e ir  own ideas. T his was m ore than  th ree  tboosand  years ago, 
and th e  rem nan ts of the A vestaic religion are  m ostly  th e  exposition of 
th e  religion from  th e  ritu a lis tic  po in t of view. T he philosophical po in t 
of view had to rem ain com pletely in th e  background, for such views 
were considered more or less here tica l, and  th e  inqu iring  m inds am ong 
th e  modern Parsees seek in vain for w ritings contain ing  a  system atical 
and philosophic exposition of th e ir  religion. In seeking th e  tru e  
religion th e re  is to each tem peram ent some one road w hich seems to  i t  
th e  m cst desirable . T rue devotion, relig ious contem plation, a rd e n t 
progress, self-sacrificing labour, all these are  necessary for th e  ea rn est 
searcher. Philological and linguistic  study  of anc ien t books can only 
help to  lay  bare th e  m eaning of old w ritings and fragm ents, b u t 
a  profound study  of the  though ts and teach ings of old is necessary. 
One has to  plunge in to  th e  glorious dep ths of one’s inm ost beinp, to  
te s t a ll experience and  try  to understand  th e  grow th  and m eaning of 
th is  life and honestly  and sincerely take  th e  sp iritu a l d ic tates of th e  
tru e  religion for ennobling our n a tu re  before th e  way to th e  tru e  
relig ion  can be found. M indless acts and m echanical m nm blings 
have no significance.

The second in junction  is to  abstain  from  in ju rin g  th e  c rea tu res . 
Civilized hum an beings in th e ir  pride and ignorauce have learned  to  
believe in m odern tim es, th a t all o the r anim als and existences have been 
made, and m ust be ru th lessly  sacrified to  m in iste r to th e  w an ts and  
appetites of men. I t  was th e  “  Soul of th e  B ull ” typ ify ing  th e  w hole 
sen tien t and  liv ing  creation  th a t  cried aloud to  O rm azd an d  th e  
A m eshaspands, to relieve its  sufferings and to  send a leader ; and in  
response to th is  wail, Z a ra th u s tra  is said to have been sen t to  th is  
ea rth . No w onder th en  th a t  a  due and scrupulous regard  for th e  w e ll
being of th e  low er an im als is ta u g h t in Z oroastrianism , as one of th e  
th ree  principal means for b ring ing  about th e  Renovation.

T he th ird  and  m ost im p o rtan t com m and is “ th e  s tr iv in g  fo r th e  
benefit of m ankind.” I t  has been tru ly  said :—

“ Regard earnestly all the life tha t surrounds you.
“ Learn to look intelligently into the hearts of men.
“ Regard most earnestly your own heart.
“ For through your heart comcs tbe one light which can illuminate life 

and make it  clear to your eyes.
“ S tudy the hearts of men that you may know what is tha t world in  

which you live and of which you will be a part. Regard the constantly 
changing and moving life which surrounds you, for it is formed of the hearts 
of men ; and as you learn to understand their constitution and meaning you 
will be able to regard the larger world of life.”

To s trive  for the benefit of m ankind, one m ust, first of all, g ive up  
religions in to lerance and dogm atism , which are  th e  fru itfu l sources of 
hatred  and separation. N ex t we m ust try  to  understand  o thers and  
th e ir  m otives, calm ly and dispassionately, and above all m ust show a 
self*sacrificing sp irit,



T housands how ever will ask  w here is th e  tim e and  w here th e  oppor
tunities in  th e  all-too-short life of m illions of hum an beings, to help on 
the renovation  and  th e  happy progress of m ankind  by properly  follow
ing o n t th e  th ree  g rea t precepts. T he rep ly  to  th is  a ll-im portan t ques
tion h as  heen left un fo rm ulated  in m any religions. The rea l answ er has 
boen veiled m ysteriously.

W e read as follows in the  D inkard  * :
“ The improvement of oneself in every way up to the highest plane 

of the Best Life (Paradise) is (a preparation) for the Tanu Pasin or the 
Renovation. As the season of Spring bringeth equable and sufficient enjoj’- 
ment, so the plane of the Best Life raises up those of the same class (of spirit
uality) to th a t exalted condition which leadeth to the Renovation. I t  is said 
in the Religion tha t the souls which attain  to Paradise energize in th a t plane 
without any affliction and continually progress, to befit themselves for the 
Renovation. And the place where men may improve and develop them- 
jtelves for the Best Life and for the Renovation is this world (of ours). For all 
the fclicity of the Best Life and of the Renovation arises by subduing evil 
(in all its  forms); while the carrying on of the war (against evil) by men 
endowed with strength from the Divine, takes place on the battle-ground of 
this world . ’1

T h is  passage contains theosophie ideas well w orthy of consideration. 
The im provem ent of oneself in every way up  to  th e  h ighest p lane of 
Behest o r D evachan is first of a ll said to  be a  p repara tion  fo r th e  final 
Renovation or R esurrection . The souls in B ehest are  sa id  to  ex ist 
there w ith o u t any affliction, and  continually  progress (by tu rn in g  all 
noble experiences in to  m oral, in te llectual, and  sp iritu a l faculties and  
powers). A nd m ost rem arkable of all, i t  is asserted  th a t  th e  place w here 
men develop and im prove them selves for B ehest is th is  world w here 
evil in  all its  form s is to  be subdued, and th e  experience gained h ere  
helps us in P arad ise  and np  to  th e  R enovation. W h a t then  is to  
happen if m illions of souls are cu t off w ithou t gain ing  experience hy sub- • 
doing evil on th e  plane of th is  world. Even in  tb e  case of those who have 
a fairly long life, num erous experiences w hich befall others, a re  no t 
theirs, and  m illions of phases of ea rth ly  hum an life rem ain  unexperien
ced in th e  longest lives. How can i t  then be said th a t  a  single ea rth - 
life ends a ll hum an experiences, and  th a t  A lm ighty  God w antonly creates 
each tim e a  new but im perfect sonl, sends i t  in to  th e  w orld w ithou t 
giving i t  a ll th e  opportun ites of subduing evil, and takes i t  aw ay for 
all time to  come, from  th is world, denying i t  th e  perfecting  experiences 
of this ea rth . How can such souls develop and im prove and  a tta in  to  
the Renovation ? L e t dogm atists answ er th is  question. Because o th e r 
religions have unveiled th e  m ystery  of reb ir th  beforehand, and exoteric 
Mazdism is s ilen t on th is  po in t, therefore i t  is no derogation to  respect
fully consider the  doctrine of reb irth  along w ith Z oroastrian  teachings. 
If rebirth be a  D ivine Law of N atu re  tbe  absence of tb e  enunciation of 
that G reat Law  in any p articu la r  religions book cannot m ake tb a t  Law

* G a j r a t i  t r a n s l a t i o n  b y  D a s t u r  P e s h o t a n  S a n j a n a  : V o l .  V I . ,  p a g e  3 6 5 ,  o f  w h i c h  
t h e  a b o v e  p a s s a g e  i s  a  r e n d e r i n g  i n t o  E n g l i s h ,
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unw orthy  of serious and reveren t consideration. The rationale of th e  
Z oroastrain  teach ing  of th e  F arsogard  or th e  R enovation leaves no 
ground to  escape th e  doctrine of reb irth . T his roost ju s t  and com pre
hensive, though  ranch m isunderstood law, is th e  only one th a t  can 
reconcile th e  seem ing inconsistencies of D ivine Justice , b ring  hope to  
th e  h ea rts  of th e  afflicted and s tren g th en  tb e  religious sp irit, in sp irin g  
devotion and perfect fa ith  in th e  h e a r ts  of m en tow ards th e  G rea t and 
Beneficent Pow er th a t  guides and rules everything.

N. D. K .

H E RE D ITY .

T iik T heories op T heosophy and W eismann Contrasted.

{Concluded from  p. 166.)

OF  conrse w hat I  have said m igh t seem to  have no th ing  to  do w ith  
th e  Aspect of H ered ity  cansed by th e  reproduction of th e  species 

th rough  th e  procreation of paren ts. The theory  I have been exp lain ing  
apparen tly  does no t touch th is  aspect of th e  question, w hereas physical 
reproduction  seem s to  be th e  roost im portan t factor in H eredity . B n t 
we have only ju s t come to  the  po in t when we can take th is  fac to r in to  
consideration, and arrive  a t  a  m ore com plete understand ing  of H ered ity , 
which is only possible by understand ing  its  cause, which is not a  ta n g i
b le or visible so m e th in g ; and th is  we can fo rtunate ly  do w ithou t com ing 
in to  very  serious conflict w ith  th e  la test and th e  m ost tru s tw o rth y  
resu lts  of th e  researches of m odern science. On th e  con tra ry  we learn , 
th ro u g h  w h at Theosophy discloses, a  g rea t deal of tru th  is to  be found 
in th e  theory o fth eg erm -p lasm  postu lated  by Professor W eism ann, w hich  
very  well fits in  w ith  th e  theosophical view ; and to prove th is  i t  w ill 
be necessary to  shortly  explain w hat th is  theory  is w hich has been 
elaborately constructed  from  scientifically observed f a c ts ; and i t  is 
ev ident th a t  W eism ann has taken lit tle  o r no th ing  for g ran ted —ra th e r  
in alm ost every instance (a t any ra te  w herever possible) he  has p a tie n t
ly  carried  ou t num erous experim ents and investigations to prove th e  
correctness of his views.

In  propounding h is theory  W eism ann deals w ith the  cells which com 
pose th e  form s of p lan ts  and anim als, which I have explained are  th e  
struc tu res  in w hich the  theosophical atom  m anifests itself, a f te r  proceed* 
ing  from  th e  m ineral kingdom .

A ccording to W eism ann, when fertiliza tion  takes place th e  m ale 
sperm  cell a n d th e  ovum  (or fem ale cell) u n itin g  form  one com plete cell, 
and th is  becomes th e  p rim ary  or germ -cell con tain ing germ -plasm  
w hich a t  once divides and sub-divides, creating  thereby  innum erable 
d au g h ter cells, w hich g rad u a lly  form th e  body of th e  offspring. 
T he g rea t m ajority  of these cells are  term ed som atic o r body- 
eells—these are m erely used for th e  physical s tru c tu re , and from 
w h at I  can m ake ou t do not contain hered itary  germ -plasm . T h is idea



seem s to  be in exact accordance w ith  th a t  expressed by II. P . B lavatsky  
in an  artic le  in Lucifer some years ago, th e  following quotation from 
w hich w ill do much to m ake th is  scientiBc tru th  more in tellig ib le . 
R e fe rrin g  to th e  one-celled anim al she says tb a t  “ a fte r a  tim e be learns 
to produce o a t of h im self and  around him self, o th e r and now specially 
b u ilt and differentiated cells, to  form  h is body. Some of these ea t for him , 
become his m onth  ; o thers d igest for h im , become h is stom ach ; o thers 
receive im pressions for him , become b is senses and nervous system . 
A11 th e se  he fashions on t of him self, ta k in g  in  food, and m aking  o a t of i t  
cells w hich serve him — all these b u ilt on a  p lan  of h is own. A ll these 
cells die, b n t no t he, th e  im m ortal root. I t  is so w ith th e  h igher 
anim als, for th is  one cell does nofc die, though  th e  general body cells do. 
H e sp lits  in to  as m any pieces, a t  any ra te , as th e  anim al has offspring ; 
and each of th e  new pieces, p ro tected  for aw hile in the  body of th e  
fem ale p aren t, Foon grow s to  th e  size of th e  original cell by whose 
division it  w as produced. Then i t  begins once m ore to  throw  out 
around  itself a  new body like th e  one before, in  main features, b u t w ith  
sm all differences. T hus the re  is a  stream  of im m ortal physical life in 
os an d  all anim als. The cells th a t  compose th e  stream  have come 
down th rough  th e  ages, continually  secreting  new bodies ab o u t th em 
selves, liv ing  therein , and th rough  them  contacting  th e  ou ter world, 
learn in g  perhaps from  them , passing  from  them  to  rep ea t the  process, 
and perhaps a lit tle  be tte r.”

T he germ -plasm  W eism ann explains is the  liv ing hered itary  su b 
stance which is tran sm itted  from  generation to generation, known as 
th e  continu ity  of the germ -plasm , and is composed of v ita l units, each of 
equal value, bu t differing in character, contain ing  a ll th e  p rim ary  consti
tu en ts  of an individual. T here is also a  special reproductive substance 
rontained in th e  nucleus of the  cell, its  function being to regu la te  th c  
reproductive pow er of a cell—this substance is called idioplasm .

T he p rim ary  constituen ts of w hich th e  germ -plasm  is composed 
(represented as being v ita l units) are of th ree  orders. Those of th c  
th ird  o rder are called Ids or ancestral g erm -p la sm s; they contain  th e  
germ -plasm  of the ancestors of the  paren ts ; each id in tlie germ  plasm  
is b u ilt up of thousands or hundreds of thousands of determ inants, w hich 
are th e  v ita l un its of the  second order. W e arc  told th a t a  determ inan t 
is a m inute particle  ex isting  in the  germ -plasm  for each hered itary  and, 
independently  variable p a i t  of tbe  b o d y ; theso determ inan ts are iu th e ir  
tu rn  composed of Biophores, and these are  the  u ltim ate  v ital un its . 
They are th e  bearers of v i ta l i ty ; the  sm allest un its which exh ib it the  
p rim ary  vital forces, viz., assim ilation, grow th and m ultip lication .

T he germ -plasm  is therefore “  an  extrem ely delicately formed 
s tru c tu re—a  mirocosm in the tru e  sense of the w ord—iu which each 
independently  variable p a r t p resen t th roughou t artogeny is represent^ 
ed by a v ita l particle , each of which again has its definite inherited  
position) structu re) und ru te of increase,”



W ith  regard  to th e  orig inal germ -cell which contains th is  germ - 
plasm  m ade up of these different elem ents, we are  to ld  “ th a t th e  nuclei of 
the  m ale sperm  cell and those of th e  female cell (or ovum) are essen tially  
s im ila r—th a t is, in any given species they  contain the sam e specific h ered 
ita ry  substance ; in o the r words th e  h ered ita ry  substance is contained 
in tbe  nucleus both of the sperm  and th e  egg-cell. D evelopm ent is  
effected by m ateria l particles of th e  substance of the  sperm  en te rin g  
th e  ovum, and fertiliza tion  is no th ing  m ore than a p a rtia l or com plete 
fusion of th e  sperm  cell and the  egg cell, and th a t norm ally only one of 
th e  form er unites w ith one of the  la tte r. Moreover, a lthough  th e  m ale 
germ  cell is alw ays very m uch sm aller rela tively  thau  th a t  of th e  
fem ale, we know th a t  th e  fa th e r 's  capacity  for transm ission is as g re a t  
as th a t  of th e  m other. T he im portan t conclusion is therefore arrived a t  
th a t  only a  sm all portion of the substance of th e  fem ale cell can be th e  
ac tua l h ered ita ry  substance.”

W eism ann goes on to  po in t out th a t  in th e  germ  cell of each p aren t 
the re  are a  certa in  fixed num ber of nuclear rods som etim es called chrom o
somes, som etim es chrom atin  rods, and som etim es idan ts ; he describes 
them  as coiled or g ra in -like  structure* , which are d istinguished  by th e ir  
rem arkab le  affinity for certain  coloring m atter. These chromosomes of 
th e  nucleus a re  really  th e  hered ita ry  su b stan ce ; and th e  process of fe r tili
zation consists essentially  in tb e  association of an equal num ber of them  
from  th e  p a tern a l and m aternal g erm -ce lls ; th is  gives rise  to a  new  
nucleus from  w hich th e  form ation of the  offspring proceeds. W e also 
know th a t  in o rder to  become capable of fertiliza tion  each germ -cell 
m u st first g e t rid  of half of its  nuclear rods, a  process w hich is accom
plished by very  peculiar divisions of the  cell. T he cell therefore d iv ides 
th rough  th e  actiou of th e  chrom osom es; b u t they do not control th e  
division of th e  nucleus of the  c e l l ; th a t is controlled by w hat a re  
called centrosom es, w hich are two bodies located a t  opposite poles of 
th e  longitud inal ax is of th e  nucleus surrounded by a  c lear zone o r  
cen tre  of a ttraction . These centrosomes (these two bodies located a t  
eacb end of th e  cell) possess a g rea t pow er of a ttrac tio n  for th e  v ita l 
partic les o r un its w ith in  th e  cell so th a t  these v ita l un its  become 
arranged  around them  like a series of rays, and as th e  cell divides i t  
sp lits  in to  tw o halves, each h a lf  being draw n ap a rt to its  pole. T hen  
th e  centrosome, having fulfilled its  ta sk  re tires in to  th e  obscurity  of th e  
cell substance, ap p aren tly  aw aiting  the nex t process of fertiliza tion , as 
i t  is s ta ted  th a t  the  centrosom es are the  m eans w hereby th e  m ale sperm  
nucleus is tran sfe rred  to th e  fem ale ovum.

T hus th e  original germ .ce ll by th is  m ethod of division produces 
num erous d au g h ter cells, th e  process of division being ca rried  011 by  
th e  action of th e  chromosomes or chrom atin  rods ; these chrom osom es 
contain the  idioplasm , which, as I  have said, regu la tes th e  rep ro d u c
tiv e  power of th e  cell, w hile a t  the  sam e tim e the  B iophores—those 
un its th a t  are  th e  hearers of v ita lity —pass ou t of th e  nucleus in to  th e  
cell bodies aud transform  them  ; b u t apparen tly  they  are governed by



the ids, w hich are said to control th e  subsequent developm ent of each 
cell an d  of its  successors.

In  h is way, W eism ann, agreeing w ith  H . P . B lavatsky, m ost ingeni
ously shows th e  origin of th e  body from a  germ -plasm  coutained in th e  
nucleas of th e  cell, as opposed to  D arw in 's  theory  of Pangenesis, which 
tried  to  prove th e  existence of preform ed constituen ts of a ll p a r ts  of the  
body— a  sort of origin from  all p a rts  of th e  body.

O f course i t  is u tte r ly  im possible to m ake m ore th a n  a  m ere pass* 
iug reference to th e  details of th e  w orking of these different consti
tuents of th e  germ -plasm  aud germ -cell as s ta ted  by W eism ann iu the  
subsequent g row th  and developm ent of the offspring. I t  m ay therefore 
seem confusing in g iv ing  th is  partia l exp lanation of h is facts an d  
theories, bu t the  object, is, as previous!}' rem arked , to  prove how 
Theosophy is being corroborated in its  s ta tem ents by science, and also 
how sc ien tists  are  com pelled, despite them selves, to en ter the realm s of 
speculation to reasonably explain  th e ir  discoveries.

H ere  we have an instance in  th e  germ -plasm , th a t  m ay be qu ite  
visible iu the  nucleus of th e  germ  c e l l ; b u t its  constituents, as elaborate
ly se t fo rth  by W eism ann, in  th e  shape of ids, determ inants, biophores, 
idants, and idioplasm , are  pu re  assum ption ; aud  his whole schem e of 
H ered ity  is undoubtedly a m ost ingenious endeavor to explain  in  
physical te rm s the  visible effects of invisible causes ; and  h is exp lana
tions a re  no t only plausib le and reasonable, bu t probably often true .

In  h is scheme W eism ann pays due reg ard  to th e  law  of incessant 
strugg le and  the  surv ival of th e  fittest, w hich is so clearly  de
m onstra ted  th ro u g h o u t na tu re , as I  instanced a  w hile ago in con
nection w ith  th e  frt sb w ate r polyps. G uided thus he shows th a t  offspring 
may resem ble one p aren t more closely th a n  th e  o th e r w hen th e  ids 
( that is th e  ancestra l gerra-plasm s) of th e  one p aren t are overpowered 
and rendered  inactive by a  p repondera ting  m ajority  of the  ids in the  
germ -plasm  of th e  o ther paren t. In  th e  sam e way a  ch ild  m ay m ore 
closely resem ble one of th e  g ran d p a ren ts  than  e ither of its  im m ediate 
parents, th rough  groups of these ids (term ed idants) banded down from  
th a t p a rticu la r  g ran d p a ren t, overcom ing those of tb e  o th e r  g ran d p a ren t 
as well as those of the  im m ediate parents. T his necessitates som e of 
these groups of ids (idan ts) rem ain ing  la ten t to be passed on to o th e r 
offspring, and  become active w hen m ore favorable conditions are 
experienced ; in th is  way W eism ann accounts for th e  reversion to 
g randparen ts o r great-grandparen ts*

As I  say, all th is  is th e  work of th e  im agination , and can never be 
anyth ing  more, because to g e t a t  th e  rea l cause of H ered ity , a  vision 
h igher th a n  th e  physical has to be acquired, and one w ould th in k  th a t 
W eism ann having  been driven to draw  so strong ly  on h is  im agination , 
would begin  to  realize th is  ; b u t n o t so, for in re ferrin g  to tb e  pheno
mena of regeneration  he sa y s :—“ I t  is sufficient a t  p resen t to  show 
th a t R egeneration  m ay be understood by considering th e  ac tiv ity  of th e



cells them selves, w ithon t hav ing  recourse to  th e  assum ption of an  un 
know n d irective agency.’*

H is denial of th e  existence of a  sp iritu a l principle, or th e  w an t of 
recognition of a sp iritua l plasm , seems to m ake him  con trad ict him self, 
for he says “ his theory  is based on tb e  assum ption th a t  the cells con
tro l them selves ; th a t is to say, th e  fa te  of th e  cells is determ ined by 
forces s itu a ted  w ith in  them , and  no t by external influences.” The 
cells are therefore predestined  to produce a ce rta in  re su lt ; th e ir  fa te  is 
established before developm ent commences. To quote h is s ta tem en t 
lite ra lly : “ The type of a  child  is determ ined  by th e  p a te rn a l and
m aternal ids contained in th e  corresponding germ -cells m eeting  toge ther 

.in the process of fertiliza tion , and th e  b lending of p aren ta l and ances
tra l characters is th u s  pre-determ ined , and cannot become essen tially  
modified by subsequent influence?.” T his has led  liim to  deny the 
generally  accepted idea of tb e  transm ission of varia tions acquired  by 
th e  body or of acquired characters, and he asks, “ W hy  is t.he offspring 
never an exact duplicate  of its p aren ts  ? ” and “ W h at form s th e  basis 
of tbe  constan t individual varia tions, w hich, a f te r  th e  p receden t of 
D arw in and W allace, we regard  as th e  foundation  of a ll processes of 
na tu ra l selections ? ” Once, he adm its, he considered th e  difference 
between p aren t and offspring as due to  th e  d iv e rs ity  of ex ternal in flu 
ences ; b u t th e  p resen t theory  of the  con tinu ity  of th e  germ -p lasm  
seems to him  to con trad ict th a t  id e a ; and so i t  does, so fa r  as bo th  
anim al and m an are  concerned, because th e  Monad (w hich  I  bave 
been ca lling  th e  atom ) even when m anifesting  in th e  anim al kingdom , 
incarnates in m any form s a t  one and th e  same tim e, th n s  g iv in g  
rise to  th e  different genera, species and t r ib e s ; and  as these  
form s die, th e  M onad, le ttin g  th e  form  decay, d raw s w ith in  i t 
self all the  coloring acquired by th e  experiences m et w ith in  th a t  form  
and  th u s  developing itse lf i t  builds o the r more su itab le  form s 
to take th e  place of those i t  is continually  losing ; i t  being a  devel
oping en tity  is sufficient in itself to account fo r th e  d iv e rsity  of 
th e  forms. As to m an, th is  difference between p are n t and offspring is  
m ore m arked, because th e re  is no denying th e  fact th a t  ch ildren  come 
in to  tb e  w orld w ith  “ individual variations ” both of charac ter and  of 
body, of th e ir  own ; and  we, as i t  were, see m ore of them  th a n  we do of 
th e ir  p a ren ts  in them . T his is no doubt due to  th e  m odifying inflaence 
of th e  hum an soul o r re-incarna ting  Ego. In  th e  anim al kingdom  
th e re  does often seem to be a  decided transm ission of varia tions acquired  
by the  body—in fac t W iesm anu gives instances in  proof of th is , an d  
adm its th e ir  ‘ t ru th  b u t to bolster up  h is theory, as he conceives it,  he 
p refers to ignore h is  facts.

L et us consider th e  case of a  d runken fa th e r  and au abstem ious 
m other. These paren ts bring  into th e  world th ree  sons. One of these 
sons tu rn s ou t a  d ru u k ard  like th e  fa ther, while th e  o th e r two b ro thers 
are  tem perate. W orking  th is  out 011 W eism ann’s lines we w ould probably 
a rriv e  a t  th e  conclusion th a t, in the  case of th e  son who becam e tbe



dru n k ard  like tlie father, th e  idan ts of th e  fa th e r  predom inated  in  
the germ*plasm of th e  germ -cell from  which th a t  son was developed, 
and overpow ering th e  idan ts provided by the  m other, and  those of th e  
ancestors on both sides, th e  offspring was ta in ted  w ith  th e  fa th e r 's  vice. 
In  th e  case of th e  o ther two sons, however, who were abstem ious, tb e  
id an ts  in  the  germ -plasm  em anating  from  tb e  m other would predom i
nate, an d  overpow ering tlie idan ts provided by the fa the r, these ch ild ren  
being blessed w ith  the  m other’s disposition w onld no t suffer th e  fa th e r 's  
vicions tendency. W eism ann seems to  try  to  g e t over snch a  difficulty by 
doubting  if th e  d rin k  h ab it is inheritab le , b u t th a t  looks very  m uch 
like ru n n in g  aw ay from  it. E xp la in in g  the  position by  h is m ethod, as 
we have ju s t done, i t  is c lear th a t  every th ing  is le ft to chance. T he 
elem eut of ju stice  is elim inated from  the  m a tte r a ltogether, and we see 
th a t  w hile one son, ap p a ren tly  w ithou t any ju s t  cause, in h erits  a  
vicious propensity , h is tw o bro thers go scot free, w ithou t rhym e or rea 
son, save th a t  these effects are  b rongh t abou t as th e  re su lt of th e  p h y s
ical s tru g g le  ta k in g  place between these v ita l un its in th e  germ .cell a t  
th e  tim e of fertiliza tion .

W ork ing  on theosophical lines, however, we g e t a  fa r  m ore sa tis 
factory  explanation , and  can p re tty  well do so w ith o u t destroying 
W eism ann’s theory  of the  con tinu ity  of th e  germ*p1asm, w hich, as 
we see, goes to prove the  continu ity  of th e  form. He, indeed, con* 
fines him self to  n o th ing  m ore th a n  th a t, as we notice w hen he con
cludes tb a t  no sp iritu a l influence is a t  w ork  in  th is  process, because 
science has discovered “ th a t  developm ent is effected by m ateria l p a r ti
cles of th e  substance of the sperm , the  sperm -cells en tering  the  ovum .’' 
H ere  again  th e  effects are  ganged w hile causation is ignored, fo r th e  
above discovery does not explain  w hy m em bers of a  fam ily— offspring 
of th e  sam e p a re n ts—so rad ically  differ from  each other, if  not so m nch 
physically, a t  any ra te  m entally  and  m orally, as is often th e  case ; so 
th a t, to  quote Mrs. B esant, “ physical likeness w ith  m en tal and m oral 
unlikeness seems to im ply th e  m eeting  of two different lines of causa
tion .”

Now Theosophy am ply elucidates th is  problem , because, as I  have 
shown, when th e  E go re tu rn s  from  his period of sub jectiv ity  between 
tw o lives, to  re incarnate  in his descent th rough  th e  in term ediate  
m ental and a s tra l planes, passing th rough  these p laues he form s for h im 
self a  m en tal body in accordance w ith the  germ s th a t  have all along re 
m ained la ten t w ith in  h im  w hile he rem ained in  h is  subjective s ta te  ; 
sim ilarly  he form s his a s tra l or desire b o d y ; in  o the r words th e  elem ental 
or an im al soul is re>awakened to ac tiv ity  and i t  builds its  own body by 
d raw ing  to  i t  all those atom -souls of the  a s tra l plane w ith  w hich i t  has 
affinity, and no doubt th e  condition of these has th e  g rea test influence 
in th e  form ation of th e  physical b o d y ; because if they  are  b u ilt up of 
particles th a t  are  unrefined and gross they  w ill often be a ttrac ted  to  
paren ts whose bodies are of th e  sam e quality . This, however, does no t 
alw ays happen, as we frequen tly  find paren ts no t d istinguished  by any



p articu la r  refinem ent, w ith  ch ildren  who are  m uch superio r to  th em  
both m en tally  an d  m orally. Such ch ild ren , however, m ig h t beer a  
strong  resem blance to  th e ir  paren ts, physically , sim ply fo r th e  reasou 
th a t  they  (the  p aren ts) provide th e  m ateria ls  ( th e  germ -plasm ) w ith  
which th e ir  bodies have been builded. A s to why snch ch ild ren  should 
be a ttrac ted  to such in ferio r paren tage , we m ust bear in m ind th e  law  
of K arm a, w hich shows th a t  in p as t livo6  we form  ties, and con trac t 
liab ilities tow ards o thers ; and  these a re  th e  factors th a t  largely  decide 
o a r  place of b irth , and th e  fam ily.

H ere we have clearly  con tinu ity  of tb e  Life and  of th e  Form , 
whereas, as said, W eisraann’s theory  only accounts for the  continu ity  of 
th e  la tte r, and  for th e  law  of a tav ism — when some physical pecu
lia rity  of an ancestor reappears a  generation  o r m ore la te r . H is  
theory  seems qu ite  com petent to  explain how such reversion is b rough t 
a b o u t ; b n t if  th e  pecu lia rity  p a rta k es  of a  pu rely  m ental o r m oral 
characteristic , i t  would, I  th in k , according to th e  theosophical view, be 
m ore correct to assum e th a t  th is  re su lt is caused, not so muoh by any- 
th in g  they inherited  from the  rem ote ancestor, as from  th o  two ( th e  
off-spring and th e  ancestors) hav ing  been identified or associated w ith  
ono ano ther e ith e r as p a ren t and child, or in some o th e r way, in  som e 
of th e ir  previous earth-livea. Therefore we agree w ith W eism ann th a t  
form  begets fo rm ; and  we need hfive no objection to a ll h is d e ta ils  
concerning th e  ids, determ inan ts, B iophores, and o th e r v ita l un its , 
beyond those we have already  m entioned. In  tru th  th e  recogni
tion by science of these  v ita l u n its  shows how i t  is steadily  ap 
proaching Theosophy. Those un its , combined in to  groups called 
idan ts, seem to  be m erely ano ther way of regard ing  th e  d ifferen t 
classes of P itr is  referred  to in th e  “  S ecret D octrine ," w hich a re  
controlled by the  consciousness of th e  elem ental, and  w hich ca rry  on 
th e  various functions of th e  body, as explained in  th e  ea rlier p a r t o f 
th is  paper when dealing  w ith th e  atom . These P itr is  (otherw ise te rm ed  
“  lives* 'or “ m onads” ) have a  consciousness of th e ir  own, however lim ited 
i t  may be in  its  expression ; and w hether th is  is adm itted  or no t i t  does 
no t a lte r  the f a c t ; and some scientists have come to  recognise th a t  th e  
liv ing or moving particles, which m ake up  tb e  physical body, possess 
consciousness, and i t  is th is  consciousness which constitu tes th e  evolving 
l i f e ; and  if the re  be consciousness i t  m ust be indestructib le, and i f  
indestructib le  i t  m ust p ersis t a p a r t from gross m atter.

To repeat, in each of m an ’s bodies ( th a t is th e  th ree  com prising  
h is low er nature), these un its o r atom  souls are  governed in  groups by 
those m ore advauced, and  as Evolution proceeds— th a t is, as th eE g o  more 
and more controls th e  elem ental (anim al) soul, which has its  sea t in th e  
astra l body—the consciousness of tho  la tte r  expands and em braces w ith in  
itself th e  consciousness of o ther ru lin g  atom s governing th e  low er 
vehicles, which synthesize w ith in  them selves th e  consciousness of all th e  
g roupsof which these  vehicles are b u ilt up  ; in o th e r words theco llec tive  
consciousness of all these becomes m erged in  the consciousness of th e



elem ental th a t  oomes in d irec t contact w ith  the Ego, and  in these tw o 
we d iscern  th e  individual and th e  personality— th e  la t te r  is only tak in g  
on th e  cha rac te r of ind iv iduality .

C om paring th is  view w ith  th a t of W eism ann we see a t  a  glance thafc 
the fo rm er is th e  m nch more cheerful of the  two, because in th e  one 
case m an ’s im m orta lity  is assured and  p rac tica lly  dem onstrated , and i t  
becomes easy to un d erstan d  th e  purpose of evolution ; w hereas in  th e  
o ther, every th ing  is th e  outcome of a  capricious p redestination  w hich 
affords, and indeed allows of, no clue to th e  m eaning of the  physical 
processes, so elaborately  s ta ted . T here  is not so m nch objection to  
p redestina tion  provided th e re  is no th ing  relentless about i t ;  b u t 
unless we deal w ith causation as Theosophy does, we can read  no th ing  
infco th e  m ethods of n a tu re  except some hideous form  of fata lism .

I f  th e  au th o r of tb e  theory  of th e  germ -plasm  had  reasoned o u t 
his th e o ry  deductively as well as inductively, he would perhaps have 
escaped th is  difficulty. I t  is because he does no t sufficiently oonsider 
tbe cause  of th e  effects he analyses th a t  he if) com pelled to draw  false 
conclusions. To argue th a t  th e  ch a rac te r  as well as th e  form  of a  
hum an  being is solely the outcome of a  strugg le  foe suprem acy between 
ce rta in  v ita l un its  in  the  germ -plasm  of th e  p aren ts  is unsatisfactory  ; 
and th a t  th e  g rea t differences in  th e  characters of ch ild ren  of th e  sam e 
fam ily  are  caused by some of the  v ita l un its , passed on from  ancestors, 
ga in in g  the  upper hand in th is  strugg le , seems as absu rd  as the  C hris
tian  orthodox idea which requires a  fresh soul created  for every new  
body tb a t  is born in to  th e  world, inasm uch as both ou trage reason ; be* 
cause th e re  is no cause shown ju stify in g  one hum an being in h e ritin g  
m oral and in te llectual endow m ents, ra is in g  his w orldly condition and  
s ta tu s  so m nch above h is poorer b ro ther, who has to be afflicted w ith  a ll 
m anner of disadvantages and  disabilities, perhaps en ta iling  lifelong 
m isery  an d  suffering.

A s M rs. B esant indicates, the re  a re  evidently two lines of causation  
th a t have to  be considered in  dealing  w ith the  question of H ered ity , viz., 
tb a t  w hich yields th e  evolution of th e  form , and tb a t  w hich yields th e  
evolntion of th e  life w ith in  th e  form . The physical germ -plasm  
as i t  is presented  to us seems to  be correct, am ply accounting 
for physical appearances and likenesses, w h eth er i t  be be
tw een offspring and  the  im m ediate paren ts or th e ir  an c es to rs ; b u t 
when th e  paren ts came together, by th e ir  in tercourse providing th e  
necessary m aterials, th e  elem ental connected w ith the Ego th a t  is aw a it
ing  incarnation  in th e  body th a t is about to be born (allo tted  to him  by 
K arm a), en ters th e  womb and affords tb e  model on which th e  body has 
to  be bu ilt. T hrough th is  elem ental, which we can look npon as bear
ing  th e  sp iritu a l plasm , the sp iritua l and  th e  germ -plasm s become 
united, and th e  form slowly develops ; its  g row th  being d irected  in  
accordance w ith  th e  reqnlrprnents of th e  Ego, and in conform ity wifch 
th e  pow ers tb a t  tb e  Ego has brought w ith  him  for expression in  th e  
com ing e a r th - l ife ; [and these powers, w hether they  be fo r good or fo r
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evil, a re  th e  frn its  of h is previous inoarnations. T h u s th e  germ -plasm  
is  affected by th e  sp iritua l plasm , and w ithont doubt is very largely  
modified or im pressed by th e  la tte r .

There is also ano ther influence th a t  m nst no t be overlooked in  
connection w ith developm ent d a rin g  pre-nata l life, and th a t  is th e  infln- 
enoe both paren ts exert 011 the  offspring a t  th is  period by th e ir  th ough t. 
T hough t is now definitely ascertained to  be a  g rea t m oulding agency ; 
and as th e  an ticipated  b ir th  na tu ra lly  causes th e  p aren ts  to concentrate, 
o r a t  least incessantly  direct, th e ir  though ts tow ards th e  offspring, th ey  
e ith e r benefit o r harm  i t  according to th e  p u rity  o r o therw ise of th e ir  
m in d s ; and in  th is  way th e  n a tn re  o f th e  paren ts, o r some of th e ir  
m arked peculiarities, m ay be im pressed on th e  ch ild . T h e  feelings of 
th e  m other also havo th is  effect, and any strong  desire o r aversion tb a t  she 
experiences a t  th is  tim e, th a t  s trange desire o r aversion is very  often  
to  be traced  in  h e r  offspring. In th is  way m ental and  m oral ch a rac 
te ristic s m ay be said to be to  a certa in  e x te n t in h e ri ta b le ; and h e re  we 
m nst adm it, w ith  W eism atin, p red estin a tio n ; b u t any one w ith  only a s a p e r-  
ficial g rasp  of th e  doctrine of re-incarnation  can a t  once understand  th a t  
th e  Ego of th e  child  ahout to be born produces h is own environm ent in  
th e  fu tu re , and for such predestination  he and th e  paren ts are responsi
b le. T his is an o th er wav of saying th a t  we create  our own des tiny .

T he foregoing removes th e  difficulty of understand ing  w hy th e re  
is never an  exact reproduction nf th e  p are n t in th e  child , and answ ers 
W eism ann’s e n q u iry : “ W hy is the  offspring never an  exact dup licate  of 
its  paren ts ? ” aB perhaps it m ig h t be (or nearly  by so) if  th e re  w ere no 
o th e r fac to r concerned in H ered ity  ; and th is  explanation  m ay also  be 
considered to  sa tisfactorily  reply to h is fa r th e r  enquiry  as to  w h a t 
form s tb e  basis of th e  constantly  occurring  individual variations, fo r 
w hich n e ith e r th e  snrv ival of the fittest, n a tu ra l and artificial selection 
nor environm ent, account, however m nch these factors m ay influence 
anim al life. E nv ironm ent, how ever, we know affects hum an ch a ra c te r  
o r  disposition both before and  a f te r  b ir th , b u t not to  th e  ex ten t im plied  
in  th e  above enquiry.

To g rasp  th e  rea lity  and the  necessity of the  theosophical conten
tion  “ th e  com paratively sm all differences th a t  separate  th e  physical 
bodies of men— all being ex ternally  d istingu ishab le  and recognisable 
as m en—shonld be con trasted  w ith  the  im m ense differences th a t  sepa* 
ra te  th e  lowest savage and th e  noblest huinan type of m ental and m oral 
capacities.”

C arry  th e  enquiry fu rth e r  and con trast th e  processes of evolution 
th a t  take place in  the  anim al kingdom  w ith  those in  th e  hnm an  
kingdom , and  i t  is a t  once ap p a ren t that, th e re  is a m odifying o r  
determ in ing  influence a t  w ork in  th e  reproduction  of man w hich th e re  
does no t appear to  be in th a t  of the  a n im a l; and  th a t  therefore w b a t 
applies to  th e  one canuot be applied, tb a t  is in exactly tiie  sam e way, 
to  tb e  o ther. W e have already considered th is  influence and i t s  effect



od m an, aud now i t  is only necessary to  po in t ou t th a t  th e re  is no t th a t  
com plete analogy between h is kingdom  and th a t  im m ediately below h im  
as, i t  seemB to me, sc ien tists try  to m ake o u t ; because in  tb e  firs t place 
m an 's  form  is only continued by one m ethod of reproduction, v i z , ,  

sexual rep ro d u c tio n ; w hereas in th e  anim al kingdom  reproduction  is  
ca rried  on asexnally as well as sexually, also by gem m ation and  
m u ltip lication  by fission ; and  a t  no stage in the  hum an kingdom  is 
th e re  experienced such phenom ena as regeneration  of p a rts  and  
a l te rn a te  generation. M an, how ever low he m ay be, is never hie 
own “ ancestor, p a ren t and offspring ” as is the case w ith  tb e  lowest 
form s of an im al life, as for exam ple th e  polyp an d  m edusa. In  
scientific works we a re  shown a  diagram  revealing  “  a  polyp-shaped 
being w ith cruciform  tentacles, on which its  discoverer, D ugard in , 
bestow ed the  generic nam e of cross-polyp, o r s tau tid iu m . TJais 
anim al, grow ing like a  polyp upon a  sta lk , form s above its  low er 
cross, gem m ules w hich m ake th e ir  appearance as spherical balls, 
g rad u a lly  assum e a  bell-like shape, and detach them selves on a t ta in 
ing tb e  s tru c tu re  and form  of a  M edusa or sea-nettle . T be 
M edusa (term ed Cladonem a R ad ia tum ) is th u s  tb e  offspring of its  u tte r ly  
d iss im ilar paren t, th e  s ta u rid iu m ; it reproduces itse lf in  th e  sexual 
m ethod , and from its  eggs proceed s tau rid ia . The two generations th u s  
a l te rn a te ; th e  cross-polyp is an in term ediate  generation  in  th e  develop* 
m ent of tb e  M edusa, 60 th a t the  sexual generation  never o rig inates 
d irec tly  from  its  egg.

W eism ann accounts fo r th is  phenom enon of a lte rn a te  generation  by 
considering  th a t  here  “ two germ -plasm s tak e  p a r t  in  th e  cyole of 
developm ent of th e  species, because we see th a t  th e  bnd of th e  polyp 
produces a  M edusa while th e  egg or ovum of th e  M edusa reproduces a  
po lyp . T hus th e re  is in operation  a  p rim ary  or an cestra l germ -plasm , 
aod a  sub-division of i t  term ed the . accessory germ -plasm , and  these 
two germ -plasm s differ as regards tb e  v ita l un its  con tained w ith in  
them , viz., th e  ids and  determ inan ts, for th e  M edusa is p rovided w ith  
a  num ber of p a rts  and  organs w hich th e  sim ple polyp does no t possess, 
and th e  periods of th e  ac tiv ity  of these v ita l u n its  in th e  germ -plasm s, 
a lte rn a tin g  w ith one another, cause th is  a lte rn a tio n  of generation .’* 
T o q o o te  him  in  an o th er plaoe, “ These tw o k inds of germ -plasm s 
con tinually  pass sim ultaneously  along th e  germ  track s (first of th e  bud 
of th e  polyp, w hich is the  original form , and th en  of th e  egg of the  
M edasa) and  each of them  becomes active in  tu rn .”

P assin g  from  th is  lowest form  of life to  th a t  of th e  h ighest anim als, 
w hile th e re  is no th ing  observable in th e  shape of th e  grow th  of m en tal 
and  m oral capacities th e re  is evidence of th e  g row th  of intelligence, 
sueh  as  in  th e  elephant, b u t there  is no ind iv iduality  about i t ,  as sim ilar 
in te lligence is evidenced by o th e r a n im a ls ; and th e re  is n o th ing  pro
duced by  i t  d istingu ish ing  i t  as being th e  in telligence of an e lephan t 
and  n o t th a t  of a  horse— I mean as th e re  is in  th e  case of m an as re* 
vealed in  th e  d ifferen t w orks h e  is  able to  produce. IndindtM rifty,



how ever, m ay be said to  begin to show itse lf in  some of these h ig h est 
anim als, snch as perhaps in th e  beaver and th e  an t. B u t a ll th is  only 
goes to prove Theosophy’s  theory  of th e  involution of th e  monad o r 
th e  atom -soul in m atter, in tbe  acquisition of self-consciousness, which 
is  ind iv iduality , and  th e  physicist’s successful efforts in so carefully  
trac in g  its  groupings am id prim itive form s of th e  vegetable and  an im al 
kingdom s, are  doing much to estab lish  tb is  tru th  beyond contradiction*

Tbe deduction to be m ade from all th is  is th a t according to th e  
kingdom  and the stage of developm ent arrived  a t  therein , n a tu re  adopts 
d ifferent m ethods to ca rry  on ber evolutionary work. A nim als can never 
possess m ore th a n  w hat they  in h e rit from tb e ir  progenitors, or a ll they  
do possess m n st come throngh th e ir  progenitors, bu t th is  cannot be sa id  
in  regard  to  m an. An in te lligen t elephan t w ill beget an in te lligen t 
elephant, w hereas in hum an experience we know th a t a  com parative fool 
can fa th e r  a m igh ty  genius.

Now tb is  makes i t  evident th a t  there  m ust be o ther n a tu ra l laws, 
as dem onstrated  by Theosophy, b rough t to  bear in  th e  evolution of th e  
hum an  being, for w hich th e  anim al is no t prepared , and consequently 
H ered ity , w ith the  former, m ust mean som ething considerably d ifferen t 
from  H eredity  w ith th e  la tte r, though modern science seems to  bold 
otherw ise. As for exam ple take th e  inflaence of environm ent. H ere  
is a  case observed by D arw in, w hich shows how adverse c ircum 
stances differing from  those orig inally  provided by nature , m ean 
ex term ination  to  th e  anim al. H e says :— “ I  find from experi
m ents th a t  hum ble bees are  alm ost indispensable to th e  fe rtiliza 
tion  of th e  h e a r t’s-ease (viola tricolor), for o the r bees do no t v is it th is  
flower. I  have also found th a t  th e  visits of bees are necessary fo r th e  
fertiliza tion  of some k iuds of c lo v e r ; for instance, 20 heads of D utch  
clover (T rifo lium  repens) yielded 2,290 seeds, b u t 20 o ther heads, p ro tec t
ed from  bees, produced no t one. Again, 100 heads of red  clover 
(T rifolum  pratense) produced 2,700 seeds, b a t  the  sam e num ber of 
pro tected  heads produced not a  single seed. H um ble bees alone v is it 
red  clover, as o th e r bees cannot reach th e  nec tar. I t  has been suggest
ed th a t m oths m ay fertilize  the c lo v e rs ; b u t I  donbt w hether th ey  
could do so in the  case of th e  red  clover, from  th e ir  w eight not being  
sufficient to  depress th e  w ing-petals. H ence we m ay in fer as h ig h ly  
probable th a t, if tb e  whole genus of hum ble-bees became ex tinct o r very  
ra re  in  E ngland, th e  h e a r t’s-ease and red  clover would become very  
ra re  o r w holly d isappear. T he num ber of hum ble-bees in  an y  d is
t r ic t  depends in  a  g rea t degree on tb e  num ber of field mice w hich 
destroy th e ir  combs and n e s ts ; and Colonel New m an, who has long 
a ttended  to  th e  hab its of hum ble-bees, believes th a t  m ore th a n  two* 
th ird s  of them  a re  th n s destroyed all over E ng land . Now th e  num ber 
of mice is largely  dependent, as every one know s, on th e  num ber of 
c a t s ; and Colonel N ewm an says, ‘ near villages aud  sm all tow ns I  bave 
found the  nests of hum ble-bees m ore num erous than  elsewhere, wbfoh 
} a ttr ib u te  to  thp num ber of ca ts  th a t  destroy  th e  mice* Henoe i t  ia



quite credible th a t  th e  presence of a  feline anim al in large num bers in  a  
d istric t m ig h t determ ine, th rough  tb e  in tervention  first of mice and 
tben of bees, th e  frequency of certain  flowers in  th a t  d is tric t. ' ”

A nim als do not possess tbe power of adap tab ility  like m an. As a 
ra le  tb e  la tte r  cannot a lte r h is environm ent b u t he can a l te r  h is condition 
to  suit h is  circum stances, so th a t  here again he praotically  prescribes 
bis own in h e ritan c e ; and w ith him  i t  cannot be m erely a  question, of 
being born in to  th e  w orld and  in h e ritin g  w hatever his im m ediate and  
rem ote physical progenitors have to  pass on to him . To rep e a t—they 
provide th e  m ateria l w ith  which h is body is formed, and according to 
its  quality  he is helped o r handicapped by w hatever pecu liarities, 
characteristics and tendencies he in h e rits  (as already  explained), and  is 
lim ited  thereby  in  the  expression of h is pow ers ; bu t by pure liv iug and 
th ink ing  he  has th e  means of regenerating  his body, th u s rendering  
him self b e tte r  able to com bat th e  influences of the  ex ternal world, which, 
indeed, is th e  m ain object of h is  evolution.

A. E. Webb.

THOUGHTS ON M ESM ERISM  AND  H YPN O TISM .

TH E  ex trao rd inary  phenom ena so long connected w ith  th e  nam es of 
M esm er, Eslon, P uysegur, and o thers who b rough t them  in to  ao 

m uch prom inence tow ards th e  end of th e  la s t cen tu ry  and commence* 
m ent of th e  present, nnder th e  com prehensive nam e of M esmerism, are 
well know n to have created  quite  as m uch in te rest of la te  years, though  
under a  d ifferent heading. B a t th e ir  natu re  is such th a t  th e re  could 
scarcely have been any  age of the world in which, under some of th e ir  
num erous aspects, they  have no t s trong ly  a ttrac ted  th e  a tten tion  of th e  
cnrious, th e  scientific, the  religious or th e  m ystic enqu irer ; so tb a t  th e  
p resen ta tio n  of any b rief notes such as th is  paper m ay contain, m ay not 
be a lto g e th e r  w ithout th e ir  welcome from  those who are concerned— 
how ever inadequate th e  said notes m ay seem in the  eyes of deeper s tu 
den ts an d  experim enters th a n  th e  w rite r .

Y e t any special arrangem en t of such notes seems not very easy, 
since i t  is som ew hat perplexing to deal iii a  perspicuous m anner w ith  a  
su b jec t w hich no t only offers so large a  field for enquiry, b n t th e  ou t
lines o f which are  a t p resen t necessarily  vague, and its  m anifestations 
so various as m ore or less to bew ilder th e  investiga to r in  regard  to w h at 
does, and  w hat does not, s tr ic tly  belong to any special branch of i t .  
M any learned  volumes have been devoted to th e  subject, and  y e t i t  
w ould appear th a t as y e t we are only in its  opening phases ; b u t in  w hat
ever l ig h t  we m ay view th e  la tte r, we sha ll alw ays do well to bear in  
m in d  th e  oft-quoted b n t by no m eans less valuab le ru le  of F rancis 
Bacou, w hich applies as well to o th e r th in g s in  connection w ith  Theo- 
sophy  an d  occultism  as i t  can do to  th is  one in  p a rticu la r. F o r 
theosoph ists , n o t less th a n  scien tists, should a t  a ll tim es be able to  say



w ith him  th a t, “ W e have pet i t  down as a  law to  ourselves, to  exam ine 
th ings to th e  bottom , and not to  receive npon cred it, o r re je c t npeo 
im probabilities, u n til th e re  hath  passed a  dae  exam ination .”

A nd, in  regard  to  th is  subject, qn ite  as m uch as in  m ost o thers 
which deal w ith ex trao rd inary  m anifestations, th e  occurrences of th e  p as t 
cen tury  have shown how fu lly  we m ay coincide w ith th e  sen tim en ts of 
D r. A ndrew  Combe who w as of opinion th a t  of a ll m ethods ostensibly  
employed for th e  purpose of advancing th e  in te rests  of science and 
prom oting th e  accum ulation of know ledge, th a t  w hich is found to  con
s is t m erely in th e  supercilious neglect of alleged new discoveries an d  
out-of-the-w ay observations, sim ply on th e  grounds th a t they  d iffer 
from w hat is already known, is assured ly  am ong th e  w orst. I t  m u st 
be sufficiently evident, as he fu rth e r  notes, th a t  sc ien tists a re  fa r  too 
superficially acquainted w ith  th e  constitu tion  of na tu re , and  m ore 
especially of thafc which is commonly understood by tb e  term  “ an im ated  ” 
natu re , for them  to  be able to  decide, a priori, th a t  which can , o r 
th a t  whioh cannot, be tru e  reg ard in g  th e  mode in  w hich vital opera* 
tions a re  ca rried  on, o r in w hich th ey  m ay be modified by re la tiv e ly  
external circum stances. Theosophists, m ore perhaps th a n  m ost o thers, 
w ill agree w ith  him  th a t  we are bound n o t to  be rash  in  re jec tin g , 
w ithou t w hat m ay seem a  sufficient exam ination, asserted  facts and 
principles which m ay be b ro u g h t under our notice, a ttes ted  by  m en 
of experience, sk ill and in teg rity , and who can apparen tly  h av e  no 
m otive fo r deception.

I f  tb e  experiences o f theosophists are  any criterion , th e y  m ay  
am ply  concur in  D r. Com be's idea th a t  these asserted  fac ts  and  
principles, judged  by th e  s tandards of opinion c u rre n t a t  any  special 
epoch, m ay a t  first s ig h t appear to be a lto g e th er a b s u rd ; b u t i t  by  no 
m eans follows th a t  they are rea lly  so— for i t  then  becomes a  question 
w hether th e  stan d ard  adopted is undoubtedly  a  correct one. F o r i t  is 
well know n th a t  th e  inductive m ethod is only ce rta in  w hen we a re  
possessed of a ll th e  fa c ts j  and since th is  can ra re ly  be th e  case w ith  a  
new class of observations, i t  is alw ays wise to  re-com pare our s ta n d ard s  
w ith  these and w ith  n a tu re  in  every possible way, before we assum e 
e ith e r to  be dem onstrably true .

L et us therefore endeavour to proceed in  th e  sp ir it of th e  above 
rem arks ; and as a  foundation, a  few observations of a  m ore o r  less 
h isto rical n a tu re  m ay not be ou t of place.

T he influence exerted  by some one person upon o thers o f a  
tem peram ent in a  peculiar way sensitive thereto , th ro u g h  which c ir 
cum stance tho  first is  in  an  apparen tly  abnorm al w ay able to  im pose 
h is w ill upon th e  o thers, an d  thereby  is to  a  la rge  e x te n t ab le  to  
com pel th e  perform ance of ce rta in  actions by tb e  persons so influenoed, 
is certa in ly  no new a r t  o r m odem  phenom enon—since i t  has been 
know n and  p ractised  in  all ages and places, w hether nnderstood  o r n o t. 
I t  has been found equally  a t  home in  th e  tem ple as in  th e  te n ted  field—



in  t h e  m ost secret p ene tra lia  of th e  s tu d en ts  of th e  in agio a r ts , a s  in  tb e  
m a rk e t-p lac e  and  tb e  open s tree ts . T hns i t  m a s t be very  m uch m ore 
com m on th a n  m any suppose, since i t  can by no m eans be confined m erely  
to  th e  aeance<room, or to  th e  p la tform  whereon th e  itin e ra n t “ professor." 
e x h ib its  i ts  pow ers o r its  phenom ena for th e  am usem ent of a  m ixed 
an d isae e . In  such w orks as Ennem oser’s “ H isto ry  of M agic,” th e re  
w ill be found abondance of evidence as to its  w ide-spread practice in 
a n c ie n t tim es, under m any and  various nam es. I t  lias been called “ g la 
m o u r ” o r “  fasc in a tio n /' and has sometim es passed for “ possession " ; 
i ts  phenom ena have been looked upon as th e  effects of spells o r enohant. 
m e a t,  and  we m ay w ell conceive th a t i t  w as one of th e  m ost po ten t 
a u x ilia r ie s  of th e  a r ts  known collectively as sorcery.

In  m inor degrees we are  all m ore or less sub ject to  such influences 
— th e i r  exercise is m u tua l. I t  m a tte rs  little  w hether we call th e  ac t of 
m o v in g  ano ther person’s ju d g m en t to acquiescence in some course of 
ac tio n  we ind iv idually  propose, by such nam es as “  persuasion ”  or “  sug
g es tio n ,” o r w hether we stigm atise th e ir  persistence in some idea or 
p u rp o se  w hich possibly both you and they  may know to  be w rong, as a  
“  p re ju d ic e ,"  fo r in each case th e re  is an  elem ent a t  w ork w hich, 
th o u g h  i t  m ay not specifically en ter in to  the considerations of e ith e r  party , 
is  donb tless th e  real p rincip le em ployed. In  each case a  mind-force 
is  a t  w ork, w h eth er d irec ted  ag a in st some o th e r m ind o r used to w arp  
o u r  o w n ; and  no m ore th a n  th is  is claim ed for th e  influence called 
M esm eric o r H ypno tic . By its  aid yon m ay m ake thousands follow 
yon along  a p a th  of delusive a rg u m en t o r false prom ise w hich m ay 
ev en  sw ay th e  destiny  of n a t io n s ; o r you m ay im pose upon yo u r own 
4 im e  some b r illian t b u t illusive phantom  of philosophy o r of science, 
w h ich  fu ta re  tim es, when your personal presence no longer avails for 
i ts  su p p o rt, may laugh to  soorn, b rand ing  its  follow ers as dupes, i ts  
lead e rs  as im postors.*

I t  was doubtless by th e  exercise of some such power, how ever 
unconsciously, th a t  in th e  eleventh  cen tu ry  P e te r  th e  H erm it 
w ro u g h t all E urope in to  a  w ild flame of b lazing  enthusiasm — in 
w hich th e re  was no th ing  ra tio n a l— for tb e  rescue of th e  figm ent of 
relig ious idealism  called th e  H oly Sepulchre. Then i t  was th a t  men 
and  women, and  even boys and g irls who w ere th e  m erest ch ildren , 
becam e so filled w ith  th e  m ighty  influence w hich tb e  preacher’s fervid 
ex a lta tion  had called fo rth , th a t they deserted  th e ir  homes and  coun
trie s in  ten s of thousands, to  face m isery, p rivation  and dea th  for th e  
sake of a  sen tim en t as illusive as i t  was pernicious.

I t  m ay possibly be th o u g h t th a t the  cita tion  of such instances as 
due to th e  unconscious exercise of an  occult pow er is inadm issible, tb a t  
we m ay be w rong in assign ing  th e  observed effects to  th e  operations of 
snoh an  unseen agen t which, un til late years a t  a ll events, was alm ost 
un iversa lly  scouted by sc ien tists as th e  dream  of charla tan ic  im posture .

* Cf. Niaida’a “ Astral Light,” p. 80,



B n t have none of ns ever heard, perchance, an  address by someone npon 
a  subject w ith  w hich we had  bu t lit tle  sy m p a th y ; a  them e which, had 
i t  been p u t before ns by some w eakling, would have been trea ted  w ith  
contem pt, and to  w hich we y e t have, when duly  im pressed by th e  look, 
th e  gestnres, o r th e  m anner of th e  orator, yielded a  more or less w illing 
assent, nay, perhaps been so entirely  convinced for th e  tim e-being, as 
to m erit th e  term  “ converted ? ” and y e t perhaps afte rw ards, w hen calm  
reason has bsgun to  assert itself and th e  g lam our h as  begnn to  w ear off 
we cannot tell w hat i t  was which so m uch im pressed ns. T here is n o t a  
s ta tem en t bu t w hat you doubt its  bona-Jides; no chain  of specions re a 
soning b u t w h at yon perceive, perhaps more or less dim ly, its  illusive 
falsity  ; and yet, w ithal, you fee) a  leaning tow ards conviction in  th e  
o ra to r 's  favour, snch as yon seem to  know is not founded so m uch npon 
w h a t has been p n t forw ard by him , as upon th e  influence of h is p e r
sonality .

A lm ost anyone can recall num bers of such instances, and som ew here 
th e re  is a sto ry  abont a  fana tic  monk of th e  m iddle ages who preached  
a fte r  th e  m anner of those d ark  days*—and he so moved th e  crow ds of 
his hearers th a t  they  were w orked np to  th e  g rea tes t enthusiasm . T hey 
would have followed him  to any leng th , for they  w ere overborne by 
th e  “ m agnetism  ” in  h is voice, h is look, his m anner—in fac t, by a l l  but 
his words, fo r these not one in  a  thousand of h is  audience understood, 
because he preached in the Latin tonyua. ! B ut th is  is only a  ease were h is
to ry  repeats itse lf ; for a t  th is  day  we see th e  Salvationist, th e  relig ious 
rev iva list or th e  p reacher of some obscure sect o r fan tastio  creed, 
equally w ith  th e  political ag ita to r  and  speaker, using  th e  sam e uncon
scious power. All of ns may th in k  th a t we understand  i t  m ore o r less, 
bn t how m any are th e re  who can prove th e  fact by g iv ing  th e  only 
irre fu tab le  dem onstration—a definite m ethod and form ula for its  ap p li
cation, which, npon being b rough t to  the te st, proves undeniable ?

N evertheless, alm ost everyone in tu itive ly  feels th e  presence of th is  
unseen, elusive, m ysterious ag en t—before th e  pow er of w hich some w ill 
bend like th e  storm -blow n reed, w hilst o thers feel convinced ag a in st 
th e ir  w ills, o r constrained to ac t as they  otherw ise would not, and  to  
do such th ings a t  the  b idding of someone else, as th ey  wonld never do 
on th e ir  own in itia tiv e . Too often, by its  aid (w h e th er he know it  or 
no t) th e  fraudu len t deb tor psychologises his cred itors in to  accep ting  th e  
m ost tran sp a ren t excuses in place of the moneys which they  feel he never 
means to  pay ; and a t  th e  sam e tim e he so saps th e  forces of th e ir  w ill
pow er th a t  they take no action ag a in st him . A nd then, a f te r  he has 
successfully done th e  “ pacific slope,” they  wouder by w hat m anner 
of strong  delusion “ th e  d u st was throw n in  th e ir  e y e s /’

Such effects as these were long a source of perp lex ity  and  w onder 
to  philosophers and m oralists ; w hile m any have been th e  hypotheses 
as to  sa tau ic influence, demonism, w itchcraft, and sim ilar th ings, th a t

* “ Chambers's Pictorial History of England,”



have been invented  to  account for them . T here have been a  g re a t p len ty  
o f  n n th  ink ing  persons who have denied th e  whole as a  m ere delusion 
an d  laughed  a t  these  theorists as sim ply  bea ting  ih e  a i r ;  b a t snch an  
a t ti tu d e  is en tirely  beside th e  question. F o r m uch th e  sam e class of 
effects are  to  be seen in th e  anim al world, since cases of serpent* 
fasc ination  and sim ilar instances a re  w ell know n. These prove th a t  
snch creatu res have an ev ident pow er of influencing th e ir  victim s in  
som e inexplicable way, and even of opera ting  upon hnm an beings in 
tnnoh th e  sam e m anner,

Bufc i t  lias ra re ly  happened thafc any continually  recu rring  se t of 
phenom ena, w hich seem in some m easure capable of classification, if  
n o t also of repetition  by experim ent, have nofc a t  leng th  reached a  tim e 
w hen som e one would lift them  out of th e  region of tb e  superna tu ral and  
attem pt, th e ir  scientific explanation, and thence th e ir  practical applies* 
tion  for hnm an benefit and advantage. I t  is well known how th is  occurred 
in  th e  p resen t instance, when th e  first in m odern tim es to attempfc fche 
reduction  of these p a rticu la r phenom ena to some scientific expression 
w as th e  noted A nton M esm er. I f  ifc bad no t been th a t  he was in some 
sense a  s tuden t of m ystical, as well as sim ply of m edical subjects, an d  
had  ap paren tly  dabbled in such th in g s as A strology, possibly h is  a t te n 
tio n  m ig h t not have been so forcibly a ttra c te d  to  a  field of resesrch  
w h ich  is so em inently  calculated to  appeal to th e  im agination, as th is  one 
w e a re  dea ling  w ith  undoubtedly  w as. A nd though th e  ti t le  of h is  
f irs t Thesis concerning th e  sub ject was alone sufficient a t  th a t  tim e 
to  g a in  him  a  pronounced repu ta tion  for visionary  pursu its , y e t in  view 
o f  m ore recen t discoveries, th e  theory  w hich he  offered was no t by any  
m eaus to  be despised as i t  was by h is  learnedly  igno ran t (and  therefore 
scep tica l)  contem poraries and th e ir  prejud iced  successors.

If  we tak e  h is  descrip tion  of w hat he called A nim al M agnetism ,* as 
i t  is  to  be found in  alm ost any hand-book on th e  subject, m uch of w hat 
h e  say s is alm ost word for word spplicable to th e  e th e r  of space. T hus 
h e  says th a t  i t  is th e  m edium  between all bodies, te rres tria l and c e le s tia l; 
t h a t  i t  is continuous, so as to leave no void, its  sabtilifcy adm its of no 
com parison , w hile ifc is capable of receiving, p ropagating , com m unica
tin g , a ll th e  im pressions of m otion. In  speaking of th e  action w hich 
m ay  be exercised th rough  its  m eans upon one body by another, he 
sa y s  th a t  i t  takes place a t  a  rem ote distance, w ithout th e  aid of any in 
te rm ed ia te  body, w hich  rem inds ns of th e  p a r t  w hich the  e th e r  p lays 
in  th e  M arconi te legraph .

T h e  application  w hich M esm er m ade of th is  “ fluid” was in its  
specialised  form as Prdna , w hich he found was capable of being d irected  
by tb e  will, and was available for th e  cure of disease. T h is idea of 
ap p ly in g  the  new m edium  for such purposes had  arisen  from tb e  use of 
m agnets in th e  sam e direction long previously ; fo r i t  is Paracelsus who 
is cred ited  wifch hav ing  rediscovered the occult properties of th e  m agnet

~  *  C f  8 .  D, I„ 3 8 8  o.e., 3 6 0  n.e, ~
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—th e  “ bone of H orns”  rb i t  was ancien tly  called w hen, m any cen tu ries 
ea rlier, i t  bad  played an  im p o rtan t p a r t  in  tb e  ancient Theurgio m ysteries 
— and therefore he  m u st be looked npon as th e  fonnder of th e  la te r  school 
of m edical raagnetists.*  B u t M esm er m ade a  d istinctly  new  d ep a rtu re  
from  th e  m ethods of his im m ediate predecessors, because he depended 
n o t so m uch upon m agnets as npon th e  hum an v ita l fluid, directed  in  a  
p a rticu la r  m anner. In  a  sim ilar way h is  successors have m ade s ti l l  
fu r th e r  varia tions, developing m any o th e r fea tu res w hich a re  m ore in  
accordance w ith  tb e  effects already  adverted  to  in th e  preoeding  
rem arks . To d istingu ish  i t  from  its  ea rlier form , they have given tb e i r  
science a  nam e which was first used by D r. B raid  of M anchester, in  
1843, who called  i t  H ypno tism —a tit le  la tely  rendered fam ous by  tb e  
ex trao rd inary  perform ances and  experim ents of D r. C harcot and  o th e rs . 
D r. B raid  him self, in  consequence of hav ing  produced tbe  hypnotic s ta te  
w ith o u t th e  aid  of a  second person, hastily  jum ped  to  the  conclusion so  
welcome to h is medical confreres, th a t  M esm er’s A nim al M sgnetism  d id  
no t e x i s t ; bu t th e  experim ents of Von R eichenbach, D upotet, and  th e ir  
followers, appear to have supported  M esm er’s conclusions— for th e y  
have shown th a t  th e  agen t in  question is given off passively by  
inan im ate objects, b u t actively  by th e  hum an w ill, w hich can as easily  
su rcharge its  own ind iv idual vehicle, as the body of ano ther person.

I f  ever a  m an’s life-w ork was suppressed and  ignored by h is  
contem poraries, th a t  of V on Reichenbacb w as a  sham eful in stance of 
i t ; and  i t  is only now— m ore th an  fo rty  years a f te r—th a t  a ta rd y  a n d  
p a rtia l recognition of i t  is in progress. F o rtu n a te ly  h is researches 
w ere not of a  n a tu re  w hich deterio ra tes w ith  tim e. In  th e  course o f 
h is  investigations, he  found th a t  th e  m ore sensitive am ong tb e  
subjects w hom  be em ployed could d e tec t th e  presence of w hat he ca lle d  
“ O dyle,” t(w h ich  w as th e  m ore com prehensive nam e he gave to  M esm er’s 
fluid) by m ean8  of a  sense no t m anifested in  m ore ord inary  people. T h is  
enabled them , w hen in th e  d ark , to see dim  flames and waves of l ig h t  
issuing from  th e  poles of a  m agnet. T he experim ents suggested b y  
th is  discovery can be m ade so num erous and  varied  as to  afford th e  
m ost satisfactory  and conclusive proof as to the  rea lity  of th e  
phenom ena. A m ong those which were tr ied  was one in  w hich a  
horseshoe m agnet was so ad justed  upon a  tab le, th a t  th e  poles w ere 
d irec ted  upw ards, and th e  a rm a tu re  or “ keeper ” of th e  m agnet was th e n  
rem oved. U nder these circum stances th e  sensitive subject, from  a  d istance 
of ten  feet, saw w h at appeared  to be flames issuing from  th e  in s t ru m e n t ; 
b u t w hen th e  b a r of soft iron called th e  a rm a tu re  was applied  to th e  poles 
th e  flames d isappeared— b u t reappeared when it  was again  rem oved. 
O ther and m ore sensitive subjects saw th e  flames continuously, w h e th e r 
th e  a rm atu re  was in  contact or not ; b u t in tbe  first case they  w ere fa in t, 
in  th e  la s t m uch stronger, w hile in the  tw o instances th e ir  disposition

*  C f .  I .  U . ,  I ,  p p .  7 1 ,  7 2 .
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w as d iffe ren t. B n t th e  experim enter was not satisfied to  le t the  m a tte r 
r e s t a t  th is ;  for he conceived th a t if  th e re  was ac tua lly  any  lig h t p res
en t, i t  shonld prove am enable to  th e  law s of optics. A ccordingly he 
p laced  a  pow erful lens in snch a m anner th a t  i t  j m ig h t b ring  th e  lig h t 
of th e se  flames to a  focus npon a  ce rta in  p o in t of th e  w all of th e  room. 
B a t  th e  sensitive person a t  once saw  th e  l ig h t  w here i t  o u g h t to have 
been f o n n d ; and  w hen the  ax is of th e  lens was sh ifted , never failed to 
po in t o n t  th e  r ig h t  spot.*

T h is  pecu liar e theric  fluid, which Von R eichenbach ascertained to 
issae a lso  from  th e  poles of cry sta ls  and  th e  w ires of th e  voltaic pile, 
was ca lle d  by him  “ Odic Force ” ; and  in  th e  fu rth e r  prosecution of 
b is experim en ts i t  appeared to  possess negative and  positive ch a rac
te ris tic s , a f te r  th e  m anner of th e  common m agnets w here th e  positive 
corresponds te  th e  no rth  pole of th e  ea rth , and  th e  negative to th e  
so n th . As m ig h t have been an ticipated , lie also found th a t  th e  hum an 
han d  g ives ou t th is  sam e fo rce; and th a t  tho  r ig h t  hand gives on t the  
nega tive  odyle, th e  le ft th e  positive varie ty . H ence his m ore sensitive 
su b jec ts  recognised, in th e  dark , th e  appearance of dim flames proceed
ing  from  the  tip s  of th e  opera to r's  fingers. I t  was afte rw ards found 
tb a t  th e  characteristics of the  cu rren ts  exhib ited  by th e  hands were also 
show n by th e  whole body ; since th e  en tire  r ig h t  side of th e  body 
m anifested  negative Od, w hile the  le ft showed th e  positive cu rren t.

O th e r  clairvoyants say th a t  they perceive a  blue e therea l flame pro* 
ceeding  from the hands of th e  operator, and th a t  the  sam e is transferred  
to an y  object—such as a  g lass of w ater — if th e  m esm erist so desires. 
T h a t such is th e  case has been dem onstrated  by D r. T es te f  for he found 
th a t  when a  num ber of exactly  s im ilar glasses were equally  filled w ith  
w ater, and  one of them  was th u s  m agnetised, th e  person experim ented 
npon never failed to  d istinguish  th e  one so charged, from  the o thers. 
D r. C harco t d id  m uch the  sam e w ith a  pack of w hite cards, upon one 
of w hich  he had im agined a  p o r tra it ; and i t  was found th a t  how ever 
th e  ca rd s were shuffled, th e  sub ject always pointed ou t th e  r ig h t  one. 
I t  th u s  appears th a t  all these experim ents are m utua lly  confirm atory.

B a t  th e  m ost ex traord inary  experim ents are  those w here th e  
consciousness of th e  subject is to  all appearance tran sfe rred  to some 
inan im ate  object, and th e re  is no sensation a p a r t from  it .  W hen th is  
is th e  case, th e  consciousness m ay be transfe rred , say, to  a  ha t, w hich 
is th e n  taken  in to  ano ther ro o m ; and though  pins m ay th en  be 
stuck  in to  th e  person operated  on, he w ill no t feel them . Then le t 
anyone go in to  th e  o th e r ap a rtm en t and  stick a  pin in to  th e  h a t ; w here
upon th e  person im m ediately  feels i t  and  cries ou t accordingly—an 
experim ent w hich is said to  have been perform ed by a M elbourne branch 
of th e  Theosophical Society.

T h e  same sort of te st id  also repotted  j i s  having beeu made by the P aris

* Cf. H .  M a y o ,  O n  “ P o p u la r  S u p e r s t it io n # "  p p .  12, 13.
f  “ Animal Mugnetiem,” by Alphonse Tustc, M.D.



hypnotists, b a t  in a  different way. T hey  took a  pho tograph ic  nega
tive of th e  subject, caused him  to  believe tb a t  be had  no feelings a p a r t 
from  it, and rem oved i t  in to  an o th er room, as in  tb e  in stance of th e  h a t ; 
b a t  in th is  case tbey sc ra tched  a  p in  across tb e  face of th e  photo. T he 
sub ject o f th e  experim ent no t only fe lt th e  pain  of th e  sc ra tch  on b is  
own face, b u t th e re  also appeared  th e  m ark  of th e  sc ra tch  thereon , 
which corresponded w ith tb a t  on th e  p ic ture.

Since all forces a re  b n t so m any varia tions of tlie one force, i t  
fellows tb a t th e re  is a connection betw een th e  ord inary  electric cu rren t 
of our te legraph wires, and  th e  m agnetic fluid of th e  m esm erists, o r 
th e  Odyle of Von Reichenbach and D upo tet. M alle t's  experim ent, 
w hich corroborates tb a t  of F ira n i in  1878, showed th a t  electricity  is  
under tlie influence of g rav ita tion , and  m ust, therefore, have som e 
w eight. A  copper wire, w ith  its  ends ben t dow nw ards, was suspended 
a t  th e  m iddle to one of th e  arm s of a  delica te balance, and th e  ends of 
th e  w ire dipped in to  some m ercury . W hen tb e  c u rren t of a  s tro n g  
b a tte ry  was passed th ro n g h  th e  w ire by th e  in te rv en tio n  of th e
m ercury, th e  arm  to w hich tb e  w ire was a ttached , although  accurately
balanced by a  counterpoise, sensibly tended  dow nw ards; and  th is
no tw ith s tan d in g  th e  resistance produced by th e  m ercury . Now th a t
w hich has w eigh t m ust contain  tang ib le  m a tte r, and  th ia  w ill ex h ib it 
th e  com mon properties of m a tte r  as i t  is found e lsew h e re ; so th a t  we 
can easily understand  w hy P rof. A lexander Bain seem3 to  reg a rd  
elec tric ity  as m olecular o r atom ic in  its  na tu re . I ts  m ateria l ch a rac te r  
is fu rth e r  seen when we come to  find w hat q u an tity  of it, a t  a g iven  
voltage or in tensity , w ill pass th rough  a  wire of a  known th ickness,*  for 
in  th is  case we app ly  exactly  th e  sam e so rt of calculation as we should  
use if the  w ire were a  pipe, and tb e  electric flnid w ater. A ll th is  goes 
to  prove th a t th e  electric fluid is e ith e r  a  stream  of infinitely  sub tle  
though  not tlie less m aterial particles, o r else th a t  i t  is a  c a r re n t of 
e theric  v ibrational energy conveying such, and only differing from  its  
base, tb e  lum iniferous e th e r (or possibly the  A stra l F lu id  of th e  
K abalists), by th e  circum stances a ttend ing  its  production.

{To be concluded.)
S am i’el S tuart.

* P o r u n it  o f tim o.



HO W  TO L IV E  THE B E ST  L IF E  W IT H  OUR E N V IR O N M E N TS .

HO W  b est to live onr life is a  p e rtin en t question th a t  should engage 
on r earnest a tten tion  ; for one canno t p reven t a  feeling of w onder, 

ment, som etim es asking,— W hy are  we. liv ing  in  th is  m ateria l w orld, in 
m aterial bodies, w ith  defective b ra in  facn lties th a t  appear to  fe tte r  
every action  d u ring  o ar ea rth ly  existence, and  w ith  unm anageable 
m aterial surroundings ? E specially  as we are  ta u g h t from  oar ch ild 
hood th a t  th is  existence is b a t a  tem porary  o r passing  phase of the  
real life  tb a t  hum anity  has to pass th rough , in order to prepare i t  fo r 
tbe life th a t  is to  la s t forever in  an o th er sphere, unencum bered w ith  
either bodies or m ateria l surroundings.

I f  th is  teaching is true, then  th e  question of how we can live th e  
best p rac tica l life here, to  p repare  ns fo r our fu tu re  career, is one of 
great im portance, th a t  should engross all onr facn lties to  p reven t w ast- 
ing e ith e r  onr tim e o r efforts in  ob ta in ing  a  clear understand ing  of th e  
best m eans and w ay to m ost read ily  accom plish our ta sk  : therefore th e  
first th in g  we require is to  ascerta in  w h at is th e  best life we should aim  
a t before we can decide w h at to do.

T b e  “ A ncien t W isdom  ” te lls  us th a t th e  m ain purpose of ea rth ly  
existence for hum anity , is to evolve and cu ltiva te  a  conscience, or a  know 
ledge of good and evil, to  enable m ankind to  d iscrim inate an d  choose 
the r ig h t  from  the  w rong ; m aking  conscience a c t as a  m en to r in  all 
actions and  conditions of life. F o r th is  purpose m an is endowed w ith  a  
m aterial b rain  facu lty  of conscientiousness, th a t  is m ore or less a u th o ri
tative to  ind iv iduals as it  has been used and cu ltiva ted  ; fo r onr daily  
existence m ultip lie r experience by ou r actions of tr ia l  and  erro r, un til 
we have been ta u g h t by s te m  lessons of suffering, th a t  ease and com- 
fort of th e  body aro b a t  poor su b stitu tes  for honesty, tru th  and goodness.

T he facu lty  of conscientiousness gives th e  sense of >good and e v i l ; 
of tru th  and falsehood ; of r ig h t and w rong ; of honesty  and dishonesty ; 
while tb e  la rger th e  organ  is, th e  m ore viv id  is th e  feeling  ; b u t even 
when i t  is  sm all, i t  is th e  only gauge th e  ind iv idual has to  govern a ll 
thoughts and actions by ; i t  therefore requires to  be studied , for i t  ac ts 
as a m entor in a ll life 's  duties.

A nother im portan t object is to improve our Ego, o r Soul, ou tw ard
ly represented to o thers by ou r character, to fit us for h ig h e r and b e tte r 
associations and w orks of usefulness. A t p resen t our view of these 
higher th in g s is lim ited  by the  narrow  glim pses we g e t of an o th er sphere 
by the  organ of ideality  (im agination we call it) which apparen tly  func
tions independently  of our five senses, and th u s brings us memories of 
things seen by our m ental vision.

T be h ig h er though ts in everyone are  alw ays in advance of actions,



no m a tte r  how b rig h t and active, or how d o ll an d  lifeless th e  general 
organization  m ay b e ; therefore if a ll persons endeavour to  a c t up  to  
th e ir  h ig h est ideals they  will be on th e  h igh  road to  im provem ent, both 
m orally  and sp iritua lly .

H ig h er and b e tte r th ings a re  to be taken in a  com parative sense, as 
they  are lim ited  by  th e  evolutionary ideality  of th e  ind iv idual. No one 
can  th in k , o r do, b e tte r  th a n  these facu lties a re  developed and  allow , 
Buch as conscientiousness, sp iritu a lity , ideality , an d  benevolence ; th ongh  
all these organs can be im proved and  th e ir  ac tiv ity  increased by  c u lti
vation.

The best life to  live will be to do th e  g rea tes t am ount of service we 
can for the  benefit of th e  la rgest num ber of ou r fellow -creatures ; to  
keep th e  g re a te s t com mand over ourselves, under all circum stances ; 
to  constantly  aim  a t  perform ing th e  h ighest ideals th a t  can be conceived 
ind iv idually  and  to w ork a t  rem edying w hatever defects of ch arac ter 
are  in h e ren t in ourselves. T h is problem  will differ w ith  each ind ividual, 
as each one differs som ew hat in organization and environm ents from  
everyone else, so th e  question m ust be solved Hingly to Bnit th e  personal 
varia tion , although  th e  end in view to  be a tta in ed  is  th e  same.

E very  Ego has inna te  defects of ch a rac ter to  rem edy, so one p u r
pose of life is th e  bu ild ing  up  of a  w ell-balanced charac ter by  ou tgrow 
ing  th e  defects b rough t over from  previous lives.

T he build ing of character proceeds from  w ith in , so th e  need of 
im provem ent m ust be fe lt by an individual before progress of any  value 
can be m ade ; a fte rw ards all, o r any , outside aid  m ay be recognised 
and  accepted. On r ig h t liv ing  depends th e  happiness o r m isery  of tb e  
p resen t life, as also any fu tu re  existence (for “ as we sow so we sha ll 
reap  ” ), w hether th e  new life has to  be passed on a  m ateria l p lanet, o r 
on a  sp iritua l plane. The fu tu re  m ust depend very much on th e  use we 
m ake of ou r p resen t opportun ities re la tive  to  ou r fellow*creatures as 
w ell as the  im provem ent effected in our own characters. r

One of the  m ost im portan t duties devolving upon each person is to 
correct h is o r h e r  in n a te 1 defects, for if  th ey  are  no t a ltered  in th is  life, 
and  re-incarna tion  is true , then  th e  trouble and draw back a ttach ed  to  
them  is repeated  in  th e  nex t life. A lso if th is  is not done, any progress 
tow ards perfection is cu rta iled  and lim ited by  th e  cram ping  caused by 
Buch defects, deficiencies or excesses : exc itab ility  requires cu rb in g  ; p ro 
crastina tion  needs a lte r in g  ; secretiveness requires a m e n d in g ; tem p er 
w ants g o v ern in g ; egotism  stands in  need of correction, e tc .—all these 
and  m any o thers tend  to p reven t progress tow ards w hat th e  m ind realizes 
as b e tte r  an d  h ig h e r th in g s .

E very  life r ig h tly  lived is an unfolding of more and b e tte r q ualities 
th an  i t  s ta rted  w ith  (i.e., using properly th e  ta len t o r ta len ts en tru sted  
to  th e  ego), for the  po ten tia lities of perfection ex ist w ith in  each person, 
aw aiting  fu rth e r  developm ent, and any  im provem ent th a t  is m ade is 
transm issib le  to  succeeding generations. Life m ay be com pared to  a



school w herein men are  th e  pupils, N a tu re  th e  teacher, and  experience 
one of the  a s s is ta n ts ; th e  object being to b rin g  on t th e  ind iv idual tra i ts  
of character, no t in im itation  of o thers, for th a t  whicli gives zest and  
in te rest to life is th e  ind iv iduality  of tb e  un its . T here seems no lim it 
to one’s ab ility  to  do good, and once th e  secret of help ing  o thers is d is 
covered, th e  kingdom  of heaven is found to be w ith in  ourselves. A ll 
real grow th is from  w ith in , and we value m ost th a t  w hich we already  
know.

E ach person has some special characteristics to  be cu ltivated , w hile 
the pow er and influence of every individual upon o thers is no doubt m uch 
more th a n  is often  im agined, as npon everyone we come in contact w ith , 
from th e  youngest to  th e  oldest, we leave an  im pression fo r good o r 
evil. A ll defects of organization  have m ostly  to be discovered by p e r
sonal experience and suffering, covering a  considerable portion  of each 
life-tim e, before they  can be rem e d ied ; unless we are fo rtu n a te  enough 
to have them  pointed ou t by o thers. These defects consist in th e  quality  
and q u an tity  of th e  brain ; sluggishness o r excitabliby of tem peram ent ; 
or a n  excess or deficiency of action of one o r more of the  faculties of th e  
brain , w hen ac tin g  singly  or in com bination w ith  th e  o th e rs ; these a ll 
require  to  be b rough t in to  w ork ing  harm ony to  allow of the  g rea test 
progress being m ade by each individual.

A no ther g re a t purpose of life is to  evolve and  develop th e  germ  of 
th e  d iv ine  Love th a t  is in  each of ns, fo r th is  Love is th e  elem ental law  
of a ll Being, in  God, in  m an, and  in  a ll an im ated nature . To develop th is  
germ  properly , every person m a s t ac t for him self, free of a ll d irection , 
u nder th e  guidance of conscience, fo r th is  w ill guide us a r ig h t  up  to  
th e  h e ig h t of our respective developm ents, if  we will pay th e  requisite  
a tten tion  to  its  p rom ptings. T he only w ay th e  world ever learned an y 
th in g  re la tin g  to th e  love of God, has been th ro u g h  exercising love to  
m an, o r brotherhood. Love begets unselfishness, and  th is  pow er goes 
o u t aa ch a rity , helpfulness, self-abnegation, and  in  spending oneself to  
benefit o thers, w ithou t hoping or th in k in g  of praise o r rew ard .

W h ile  life continues love lasts, and  shonld be stro n g  enough to  
act, as w ell as t a l k ; also to  g ive an in tense desire for th e  service of on r 
fellowm en and  be alw ays on th e  w atch  for an  opportun ity  to  render i t .  
U nfortunately  love is so m ixed w ith  lu s t th a t  b u t few persons realize 
the fu ll force of th e  a ltru is tic  feeling. W e require to  find o n t how to  use 
all on r facu lties to th e  g rea te s t advan tage w ithou t in ju ry  to  an y o n e ; ex 
perience having  ta u g h t us th a t  th e  low er pleasures sw am p all h ig h e r 
aspirations.

A fte r  love, should come knowledge, for to  be of use m an m ust have 
some know ledge of th e  plane, o r p lanet, he w orks on, and  th e  m ore he 
learns th e  more useful he w ill be. Besides, i t  is necessary to  know w h a t 
be ia s tr iv in g  for, as th e  goal of h is  liv ing ; also to  obtain  a  governing 
power over the  low er and  selfish propensities, so as to  keep them  in  sub 
jection to  th e  h igher sentim ents, and th u s  evolve b e tte r  though ts and 
actions, L e t us then  tafce our stand  upon th e  actual facts of life, and



ascerta in  how we may tu rn  them  to  ou r own advan tage; and th is  p lan  h as  
a  g rea t recom m endation in a  broad view of the  basis on w hich life is  
founded, and th n s m akes us tu rn  to M other N atu re  to find th e  Law  on 
w hich the  whole realm  of an im ated  beings is founded, m an being no 
exem ption or specialty.

O ur characters require  to  be governed by perfect self-control, in tem 
per, th o u g h t and em otions, so as to  com m and nerve, m ind, and desire, so 
th a t  w hatever we m ay have to  w itness, to  hear, or perform , ou r contro l 
shall be absolute over a ll ou r bodily functions. A no ther requisite  is  
calm ness, or th e  absence of excitability , to  p reven t w orry and  d ep res
sion over the  sm all ills of life, fo r no th ing  is m ore fata l to progress th a n  
ceaseless w orrying over trifles. T ry  to  m ain ta in  unruffled calm  of 
mind in every th ing  a t  all tim es. W ith a l comes single-m indedness, to  
d istinguish  not only betw een useful and  useless work, b n t between th e  
different k inds of useful work, so as no t to f r i t te r  aw ay tim e in labou ring  
a t  unw orthy  objects.

W e are a ll endowed w ith  bodies to fit us for o u r ea r th ly  a n d  
m ateria l experience, w hich po in ts to  th e ir  use being necessary as a  
stepping-stone to  a  h igher developm ent. T h is body is often w eak an d  
defective th rough  e rro rs  of liv ing, e ith e r  of our progenitors or of o u r
selves ; these errors require to  be rectified by correct hygiene and m o ra l 
living, in  accordance w ith  th e  ascertained law s of h ea lth . H ea lth  is  
often described as th e  soul w hich anim ates all th e  enjoym ents of life , 
th a t  would fade and become taste less w ithou t it. As we live physically , 
so is determ ined th e  hea lth  aud  s tren g th  of th e  body, fo r th e  m a te ria l 
food we ea t, and tho a ir  we b reathe, contro l th e  q n an tity , quality , a n d  
circu lation  of th e  blood w hich regu la tes th e  fitness of th e  body fo r i ts  
work, as also of th e  m ind .

The m ain requirem ents for a useful life are, a  s trong  h ea lth y  body, 
of good quality  aud ac tiv ity , w ith  a  w ell-balanced brain, hav ing  a ll tb e  
social faculties well developed, to give force and im petus to b o th  
th o u g h t and action. E xperience is constan tly  teach ing  us how neces
sa ry  m oderation is for h ea lth  purposes, in b rea th ing , exercise, ea ting , 
d rink ing , pleasure, sexuality , in fact in  a ll and e v e ry th in g ; fo r an y  
excess is bound to  be atoned fo r by suffering, and som etim es p rem a tu re  
dea th , w ith  more o r less fa ilu re  in  evolutionary p rogress.

W e should always bear iu m ind th a t  m an cannot grow, physically , 
more th an  n a tu re  allows, y e t his g row th  is g radual, silen t and con tinu
ous, under n a tu ra l co nd itions; so i t  is w ith  m ental and  sp ir itu a l 
g ro w th ; w hereas if a  forcing process is adopted, th e  re su lt is a  h a lf 
barren  one ; for n a tu re  w ill not yield h e r  richest treasu res ou t of season, 
nor suffer any in fringem ent of h er laws w ith  im punity . W h a te v e r  
laws we break, we m ust pay th e  penalty  for, in  o u r own in d iv idual 
person. Each one m ust strugg le  for know ledge to  m ake i t  h is own ; th a t  
is a  reason w hy no o ther person’s experience is very beneficial, fo r each  
Ego has its  own career of action, o r destiny , to  w ork out, which, 
requ ires its  own personal experience to  profit by . Also each p a r tic u la r



stage o l life  h as  its  own purpose to  serve, though  in  th e  ea rlie r y ears  
self is  th e  g rea te s t troub le  to  subdue o r  govern, and  i t  continues to  
engross m ost of th e  a tten tio n  of each  u n it, u n til th e  an tum n  of 
life se ts io.

In  connection w ith  h ea lth , we m ost no t overlook th e  fac t tb a t  
late h o ars  ez h an s t th e  reservo ir of life  too fast, like b u rn in g  a  candle 
at both ends sim ultaneously. N e ith e r should we fo rge t th e  old adage, 
tbat “ cleanliness is nex t to  godliness,'* as i t  certa in ly  is  an  ind ispens
able aid  to good liv ing, w hich our own experience confirms in  everyday 
life. I f  we desire to  appear a t  onr best a t  an y  tim e, we batlie and  
change ou r .a ttire  for som ething cleaner and better, as we instinctively  
feel m ore am iable, in te lligen t and  b e tte r  tem pered, w ith  m ore m ental 
ability to  respond to  h igher sensations, th a n  in  o rd inary  g a rb .

M an is a  creatu re  w ith an infinite num ber of w an ts la ten t in h is  
organism, and as th e  lower ones are  satisfied th e  h igher ones aw aken and 
clamor fo r satisfaction  ; these never ending w ants a re  tb e  spurs th a t  
drive th e  raoe onw ard along th e  pa th  of progress. B n t i t  is  necessary 
that th e  low er w ants be first a ttended  to  before th e  h ig h e r ones can 
awaketi, for, as a  ru le , these  la tte r  do no t aw ake u n til ih e  bodily w ants 
of food, w arm th  and shelter, have been abundan tly  satisfied. M rs. Gas
ket! in h e r  book, “  R u th ,"  s a y s : “ T he daily  life in to  w hich people a re  
born, and  in to  which they  are absorbed before th ey  a re  aw are , form s 
claims w hich only oue in a  hundred  has m oral s tren g th  enough to  despise 
and to b reak , u n til th e  r ig h t tim e comes, w hen an  inw ard  necessity  for 
independent action arises, w hich is superio r to  a l l ’ou tw ard  convention
a lities/'

E very  ind iv idual has to  undergo th e  sam e process of evolution 
from b ir th  to  old age, as th e  race itself, and  each age has its  own 
special d u ty  o r evolution. As, youth  for nu trition , g row th , freedom  
and p le a su re ; manhood for action, generation , care of and providing 
for home, fam ily  and th e  f u tu r e ; old age for realization of th e  experi
ence of life, so as to condense and  d igest th e  acquired  know ledge in to  
wisdom th a t  m ay be im parted  as counsel for th e  gu idance an d  use of 
succeeding generations ; also to p repare  by th o u g h tfu l m edita tions fo r  
the changes and contingencies of a  fu tu re  life. I f  e ither of these n a tu ra l 
periods of grow th are  forced, then abnorm al and  unsatisfactory  action 
ensues; for n a tu re  perfo rm s every work in proper tim e and order, w ith 
out hu rry  o r  confusion.

T here is l i t t le  doubt th a t  th e  proper tra in in g  of th e  young d e te r
mines th e  direction of tb e  facu lties of th e  b rain , as w itness th e  success 
of Dr. B arnardo  w ith  the  neglectcd slum  ch ildren  of B rita in , who w ith 
the w orst ap p a ren t m ateria l to  work upon, utilizes n in e ty .e ig h t p e r 
<*ent. of those u n d er h is care in m ak ing  them  in to  good, average citizens.
If every ch ild  was ta u g h t se lf-restra in t, and to  eTercise hab itual k in d 
ness to  o th e rs  from infancy, i t  wonld be of g rea te r  value th an  an y th in g  
else in th e  w ay of education, as i t  would root ou t th e  w orst k ind of 
selfishness.



W e m ig h t then  see a solution of m any of o a r  social problem s, an d  
re a r  a  race of not only physically  powerful, b a t  ham ane m en a n d  women. 
T ra in ing  th e  young physiologically to  observe th e  hea lth  laws, w ith  
m oderation in using and doing everything, both physically  and m en ta l- 
ly, is absolutely requisite  for r ig h t living. Some trade, handicraft, o r  
profession, is also necessary for each un it to  learn, bu t i t  should be su ited  
to  th e  organism  and developm ent of each, to  enable one to provide th e  
requisite  food, sh e lte r and clo th ing  for a fam ily and home, as also fo r 
th e  educational advantages of th e  offspring.

I t  shonld no t be forgotten  th a t  youth  needs noise and m ovem ent 
for th e  expenditure of its  excess of v ita lity , when hea lthy . I t  needs 
also to  sto re up  p ic tu res of w h a t i t  sees, facts of w hat i t  hears a n d  
knows, and though ts of w h a t i t  im agines, as a  provision for th e  days of 
old age to  m edita te  upon, to be review ed when th e  tim e of ac tiv ity  is r e 
placed by a  qu ie t seat by th e  hom ely fireside. T he im provem ents h e re 
in  m entioned require tim e to accom plish, like every na tu ra l g ro w th , fo 
i t  seems necessary th a t each person should live tho full te rm  of y ea rs  to  
a tta in  th e  perfection generally  g ran ted  to old age, and to rem edy the  h in d 
rances th a t  th e  anim al and selfish propensities exercise in th e  e a r lie r  
stages of life.

To ea rnest in te llig en t persons a  h ea lth y  old age m ust be th e  
happ iest p a rt of life, as i t  is in  th e  au tum n of life only th a t  h u m a n  
beings can exercise and enjoy th e ir  m ental faculties w ith p leasu re  a n d  
satisfaction* I t  is only as we a tta in  old age th a t  we can d ivest o u r 
selves of th e  tang le  of business and  everyday w orries. A fter th e  b u sy  
tim e of life is p as t we have lit tle  to  m anage (as th e  saying is) an d  th e  
w orld allow s age th e  priv ilege of speaking th c  t ru th  w ithon t ta k in g  
offence; for age ha3 9 0  lit tle  to ask in  th e  w ay of consideration th a t  i t  
takes its  way w ith o u t using th a t  ta c t and  diplom acy which con tro ls  
earlier years, aud all tb e  m ateria l rela tions w ith o ther people. O ld a g e  
elim inates th e  selfish tendencies, and gives a  desire to  im p a rt th e  
experience th a t has been garnered  (ofttim es nnder adverse cond itions), 
for th e  benefit of those who w ill follow a fte r. T here are bu t f^w p e r 
sons who, hav ing  lived a  long life, have not broadened ou t and becom e 
m ore liberal and to le ran t in th e ir  views, th rough  th e  teaching of ex p e ri
ence, and  th u s  lea rn t th e  im p o rtan t lesson of th e  r ig h t estim ate  of life.

A ge seems to be a  p rim ary  necessity for fully im proving ch a ra c te r , 
as self dom inates the ea rlier periods, bu t a t  th ree  score years and ten  th is  
elem ent of conceit and self-appreciation generally  m erges in  a  love o f  
h um anity  and a  desire to  benefit others. This feeling shows itse lf in th e  
countenance by beautify ing  it, and changes th e  ac tiv ity  of m any of th e  
facu lties in to  consideration for o the r persons.

I f  by a  good constitu tion  properly  husbanded, any person reaches to  
an  age of eigh ty  or n inety  years, then  he o r she becomes th e  cen tre  o f 
adm iring  friends and au object of the deepest in te res t to them  all, fo r  
th e  kindly feelings beam out from th e  face and  proclaim  U n iversa l 
B rotherhood and peace to  all men,



Tbe secret of longevity  has been often  discussed, and m any 
suggestions have been given how to a tta in  it, by persons who have passed 
th e  allo tted  age of the P salm ist. These h in ts  m ostly agree in  the  necessity  
of m oderation in all th in g s ; of keep ing  an active m ind and  an in te rest 
iu som e special pu rsu it, study ing  and observing a  tru e  philosophy of l i f e ; 
of never w asting  energy by reg re ttin g  th e  p as t o r fearing  the  
fu ture, of m aking  the  best of the p resen t and of p reserv ing  freedom 
of m ind from all superstitions, w hich only harass m en tality .

T here  is how ever a  draw back to old age in th e  loss of rela tives and 
friends th rough su rv iv ing  them , also in a  general inab ility  to  m ake new 
ones to  replace those th a t  are  lost. B u t i t  affords tim e to  m edita te  on 
th e  b es t way to  live and  the  read iest way to rectify  th e  hered ita ry  de
fects of charac ter fo r th e  guidance of o th e rs ; as also how to do th e  m ost 
good w ith  th e  least in ju ry  to those dependent upon us. In  order to 
advise a ll to p u t th e ir  creed in to  th e ir  deeds, and  never speak w ith 
double tongue, bu t to lead th e  best life, it  is uecessary first to th in k  th e  
best though ts , as th o u g h t is the basis of all ac tion .

W illiam R out.

tEbeoeopb? in all Xante.

EUROPE.
London, November 30,1899*

The future homo of the European Section and the Blavatsky Lodge has 
not been settled quite so easily as was a t  first imagined, and the .choice 
tha t was a t first made of Old Burlington S treet has been relinquished, but 
happily in favour of still more desirable premises in the very pick of the 
neighbourhood where learned societies most do congregate. A t the moment 
-of writing, the necessary legal steps are being taken to secure a  most su ita
ble suite of rooms in Albermarle St., where offices, library, reading room, 
conversation room and lecture hall can all be found, and whence it is hoped 
the energies of the Theosophical Society will stream  forth for many a long year 
to come, iuto the intellectual life of our g reat capital* I,f, as seems almost 
certain, the Society is housed here before next Lady Day, we shall have the 
Royal Institu tion  and the Royal Asiatic Society for immediate neighbours, 
and be within a stone’s throw of the stream  of life which throbs through 
Piccadilly and close to the London home of England's Queen and India’s 
Empress. Ere next m onth's le tter is dropped into the mail bag, I  hope to 
be able to give a  much fuller account of the new body in which the Section is 
to incarnate.

Meantime all work .goes forward as usual in the temporary offices which 
lire often thronged with friends and workers to the point of inconvenience.

Two new lodges are in process of formation, both on the continent; one 
being in Florence where Mrs. Lloyd is actively a t work and where we hope 
she may repeat the success which was secured in Rome, the other a t Antwerp 
which is profiting by the energies of M. Kohleu.



Iu  the North of England .Countess W achtmeister is energetically em* 
ployed, and is lecturing and holding drawing-room meetings in new places, 
d istributing literature and generally displaying her un tiring and infectious 
enthusiasm.

Mr. Leadbeater has been having successful meetings in Bristol, Ply* 
mouth and Exeter.

The lectures giveu in connection with the Blavatsky Lodge have been de
livered, as before, iu the Zoological Society’s rooms which are to be used, 
until we meet in our own new hall. During thc month, Mr. Mead has spoken 
on* Apollonius of Tyana,’ being the second lecture of a most interesting series, 
in the course of which he gave an outline of the travels of Apollonius and  
traced his relationship with his Eastern adept Teachers. I t  is a point of 
some difficulty to decide whether it was a Buddhist or Hindu community to  
which Apollonius went, but Mr. Mead inclines to the former after a  careful 
consideration of the slight am ount of evidence which is available.

A very full Lodge gathered to hear Mr. Sinnett speak on “ K arm a: the  
Extent and Limitations of our Knowledge," in which many interesting prob
lems were raised and discussed. The substance of tbe leoture will shortly  
be available in the shape of a  London Lodge Transaction and will be sure 
to  command attention, for no subject is of more perennial interest to students 
than this law of Karma, “ so simple in its nature, though so difficult in its  
complex w orkings/’ as Mrs. Besant has recently said.

Another lecture which attracted  a large audience was one by Mr. Lead
beater on “ The Use and Development of the A stral Body,” in the course of 
which the effects of diet—always a critical topic—were carefully and expli
citly detailed.

The final lecture of the month was ono by Miss Pope, who dealt w ith 
the “ Romance of P lan t Life.” A t the London Lodge the subject of K arm a has 
been dealt with in great detail during the past few weeks by Mr. S in n ett 
—the President—and by Mr. Leadbeater.

A t the W est London Lodge Mr. Mead gave on excellent address under 
tho title ;-“ M Nineteen hundred years ago and Now," and Mr. M. U. Moore took 
the quaint title of "T he Pendulum,” for the text of a most helpful and sug
gestive lecture, which really dealt with the subject of “ N atural Law in the 
Spiritual World.” This topic has been variously treated from several different 
aspects by two or three previous speakers, but Mr. Moare broke fresh ground 
and introduced new light and life into the old-time subject of “ Corres
pondences.”

In  the world outside, the war in South Africa remains the absorbing 
topic of the hour, and it is worthy of note that never in our history has tbe 
nation so concerned itself about the well-being of the wives and children of 
those who fight its battles. On the surface it looks as though popular 
journalism had much to do with it, but one feels tha t it has a deeper root in 
the growing realisation of the ideal of brotherhood among the people, for the 
journalism would cease to be popular if it did not touch a note to which the 
vox populi responds. Tho methods of raising the money may be distinctly 
based on the modern advertising, journalistic ideas* but the emotion to which 
they appeal lies deeper.

The reviving recognition of the mystic side of Christianity, even among 
^he so*calle P rotestant free churches, to which allusion has several times



b oen  m a d e  ia  th e s o  m o n th ly  l e t t e r s ,  i s  q u it e  c u r io u s ly  i l lu s t r a t e d  b y  a  p a s s a g e  

in  L o r d  R o s e b e r y ’s  r e c e n t  s p e e c h  a t  th e  u u v e i l in g  o f  a  s t a t u e  to  tb o  m e m o r y  o f  

O liv e r  C r o m w e l l ,  th e  L o r d  P r o t e c t o r  w h o  w o r k e d  s o  w e l l  fo r  E n g la n d  in  th e  

s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e  p a s s a g e .h a s  b e e n  la r g e ly  q u o te d  i n  v a r io u s  r e l ig io u s  

jo u r n a ls .  L o r d  R o s e b e r y  a s k s  w b a t  i s  th e  s e c r e t  o f  C r o m w e l l’s  e x tr a o r d in a r y  

p o w e r  a n d  th e n  s a y s  :— “ M y  a n s w e r  i s  t h i s — t h a t  h e  w a s  a  p r a c t ic a l  

m y s t ic ,  t h e  m o s t  fo r m id a b le  a n d  t e r r ib le  o f  a l l  c o m b in a t io n s .  A  m a n  w h o  
c o m b in e s  in s p ir a t io n  a p p a r e n t ly  d e r iv e d —in my judgment really derived 
— fr o m  c lo s e  c o m m u n io n  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a n d  t h e  c e l e s t i a l ; a  m a n  

w h o  h a s  t h a t  in s p ir a t io n  a n d  a d d s  to  i t  t h e  e n e r g y  o f  a  m ig h t y  m a n  o f  a c t io n  ; 

su ch  a  m a n  a s  t b a t  l i v e s  in  c o m m u n io n  o n  a  S in a i  o f  h is  o w n ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  
p le a s e s  t o  c o m e  d o w n  to  t h i s  w o r ld  b e lo w '  s e e m s  a r m e d  w ith  n o  l e s s  th a n  

th e  t e r r o r s  a n d  d e c r c e s  o f  th e  A lm ig h t y  h im s e l f .”  A  r e m a r k a b le  p a s s a g e  
tr u ly , a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  th e  b o ld  e x p r e s s io n  o f  th e  p e r s o n a l  o p in io n ,  w h ic h  I  

h a r e  i t a l i c i s e d ,  a n d  w h ic h , c o m in g  fr o m  th e  m o u th  o f  a  d i s t in g u is h e d  s ta te s*  

m an i s  a  n o t  u n t r u s t w o r t h y  in d ic a t io n  o f  t h a t  d e f in it e  c h a n g e  in* p u b lic  

fe e l in g  w h ic h  th o  la s t  t w e n t y - f iv e  y e a r s  h a v e  w it n e s s e d ,  to w a r d s  t h e  d e e p e r  

s id e  o f  r e l i g io u s  l i f e .
A .  B . C .

N E T H E R L A N D S  S E C T I O N .

A m s te rd a m , 2 7th November.
T b e  c o ld  s e a s o n  i s  e v e r  a  s u r e  s i g n  o f  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  m u c h  th eo *  

s o p h ic a l l e c t u r in g  w o r k  a s  i t  a lw a y s  b r in g s  la r g e r  a u d ie n c e s  t h a n  in  t im e s  
w h e n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  w e a t h e r  i n v i t e s  p e o p le  t o  e n j o y  t h e  o p e n  a ir  a n d  s p e n d  

th e ir  e v e n in g s  in  g a r d e n s  o r  c o u n t r y  s e a t s .  S o  a g a in  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  a  m o r e  

lu c k y  o p e n in g  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s ib le  th a n  t w o  m a g n if*  

ie e n t le c t u r e s  w h ic h  th e  g o o d  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e is t e r  d e l iv e r e d  in  t h e  H a g u e  
an d  A m s t e r d a m  in  O c to b e r . F o r  th e  C o u n t e s s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  s t a y in g  w ith  u s  
a t A m s t e r d a m  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a s  r e c o r d e d  in  m y  p r e v io u s  l e t t e r ,  r e t u r n e d  a  

few  w e e k s  a f t e r w a r d s  a m o n g s t  a s  a n d  c o n s e n te d  t o  g i v e  th e  tw o  p u b l ic  

le c tu r e s  a b o v e -m e n t io n e d ,  b e s id e s  th r e e  d r a w in g - r o o m  m e e t in g s  in  A m s te r d a m  
th e  H a g u e  a n d  H a a r le m . T h e  le c t u r e s  t h e m s e lv e s  w e r e  l i s t e n e d  to  m o s t  at*  

t e n t iv e ly  b y  a u d ie n c e s  o f  fr o m  1 0 0  t o  3 0 0  p e o p le ,  a n d  w e r e  r e p o r te d  a t  le n g th  

in  th e  d a i ly  p a p e r s ,  s o  g i v i n g  a  g o o d  a t t d  s t r o n g  s t im u lu s  to  th e  w in t e r 's  
c a m p a ig n .

T h e  o t h e r  le c t u r e r s  in  t h e  f ie ld  d u r in g  t h e s e  l a s t  t w o  m o n th s  w e r e  

M r. W . B .  F r ic k e ,  t h e  G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y ,  in  H a a r le m , R o t te r d a m  
B u s su m  a n d  t h e  H a g u e ;  M r . P i e t e r s  in  A m s t e r d a m  a n d  R o t t e r d a m ;  M r .  
J o h a n  v a n  M a n e n  in  A m s t e r d a m  ; M a d a m e  P e r k  in  A r n h e m  a n d  M r. H a l lo  
in  H a r le m .

T h e  g r o w in g  in f la e n c e  o f  o u r  m o v e m e n t  h e r e  i s  c le a r ly  s h o w n  iu  t b e  
in c r e a s in g  n u m b e r  o f  b o o k s  p u b l is h e d  w h e r e in  n o t  o n ly  s u b j e c t s  a l l i e d  t o  

T h e o so p h y  a n d  M y s t ic i s m  a r e  t r e a te d ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  S o o ie t y  i s  mentioned 
an d  i t s  l i t e r a t u r e  q u o t e d ; t b i s  i s  in d e e d  a  f a v o u r a b le  s ig n «

O n r  n e w ly  e s t a b l is h e d  S e c t io n a l  R e fe r e n c e  L ib r a r y  l ia s  r e a c h e d  i t s  f ir s t  
100 v o l u m e s ; w e  h o p e  t h a t  i t s  s h e lv e s  w i l l  r a p id ly  f i l l  s o  a s  t o  s o o n  h o k l  t h e  
n u m b er  o f  1,000.

F r o m  t h e  D u t c h  I n d ie s  w e  h a v e  g o o d  t id in g s .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  i s o la t e d  
m e n b e r d  t h e r e  h a s  in c r e a s e d  M ateria lly  o f  la t e  b u t  a s  t h e  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  

b e tw e e a  p e o p le  in  t h a t  o o u o t r y  m a k e s  a l l  p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n ic a t io n  e x c e e d *



in g l y  d if f ic u lt ,  th e  fo r m a t io n  o f  a  B r a n c h  i s  a  d ifficu lt) m a t te r . Y e t  s o m e  
o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  a r e  t r y in g  to  e s t a b l is h  a  c e n t r a l  L o d g e  s o  a s  t o  u n i t e  a l l  

s e p a r a t e  m e m b e r s  u n t i l  fu r t h e r  L o d g e s  c a n  b e  fo u n d e d .  W e  h o p e  t h a t  e r e  

l o n g  th is  u s e fu l  p ln n  m a y  m a t e r ia l i s e  a n d  t h u s  b e c o m e  a  fa c t ,  a s  i t  w o u ld  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  o u r  m o v e m e n t  in  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  v a s t  a r c h ip e la g o  
e x c e e d in g ly .

I n  A m s t e r d a m  t h e  S t u d e n t ’s  c e n t r e  h a s  ta k e n  u p  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

B lm g a v a d  G ita  in  i t s  o r ig in a l  t e s t ,  a n  a d m ir a b le  p la n ,  w h ic h  w i l l  a ls o  b e  

m a d e  u s e f u l  fo r  n o n - p a r t ic ip a n t s  b y  a  c o m p le te  g lo s s a r y ,  g r a m m a t ic a l  a n a l
y s i s ,  in d e x ,  e t c . ,  w h ic h  w i l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  a s  t h e  s t u d y  p r o c e e d s , w it h  a  v ie w  t o  

p u b l ic a t io n  a f t e r w a r d s .  T h e  c e n t r e  h a s  a ls o  s t a r t e d  a  G tta  l ib r a r y ,  in  w h ic h  

i t  is  in t e n d e d  to  c o l l e c t  a s  c o m p le t e ly  a s  p o s s ib le  a l l  e d i t io n s  a n d  t r a n s la t io n s  

o f, a s  w e l l  a s  c o m m e n t a r ie s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l ic a t io n s  o n , t h e  G ita .

S y m p a t h i s in g  I n d ia n  f r ie n d s  w o u ld  c e r t a in ly  d o  a  g o o d  w o r k  b y  c o n t r ib 
u t in g  m a te r ia l  fo r  t h i s  l ib r a r y ,  t h u s  h e lp in g  in  p r o v id in g  m e a n s  f o r  
t h e s e  W e s t e r n  s t u d e n t s  t o  o b t a in  a n  in t im a t e  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h i s  p e e r le s s  
c la s s ic .

I t  h a s  b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  t h e  A m s te r d a m  L o d g e  t o  h ir e  a  h a l l  in  t h e  
c e n t r e  o f  t h e  to w n  fo r  i t s  m o n t h ly  s e m i- p u b l ic  m e e t in g s ,  a s  i t s  o r d in a r y  

r o o m s  w e r e  q u it e  u n a b le  to  h o ld  th e  e v e r  in c r e a s in g  n u m b e r s  o f  a t t e n d in g  
p u b lic .  T h e  L o d g e  n o w  c o u n t s  o v e r  1 2 5  m e m b e r s . A l l  o f  w h ic h  a r e  e n c o u r 

a g in g  s ig n s .

A  L o t u s  C ir c le ,  d ir e c t e d  v e r y  a b ly  a n d  w ith  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ,  a t  th e  A m s t e r 
d a m  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i s  a n o t h e r  m e a n s  o f  s o w in g  t h e  g lo r io u s  s e e d  in  a  s t i l l  

v ir g in  s o i l .

S o  w e  h a v e  g r e a t  r e a s o n  to  b e  t h a n k fu l  a n d  to  g o  o n  e v e r  w o r k in g  f o r  

t h e  s p r e a d  o f  o u r  m e s s a g e .

N E W  Z E A L A N D  S E C T I O N .

D r . M a r q u e s , th e  A u s t r a la s ia n  G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y ,  p a s s e d  th r o u g h  A u c k 
la n d  in  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  m o n th  o n  Iiis  w a y  fr o m  H o n o lu lu  to  S y d n e y  t o  
ta k e  u p  h is  n e w  d u t ie s .  A  v e r y  a g r e e a b le  d a y  w a s  p a s s e d , t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  A u c k la n d  B r a n c h  t u r n in g  o u t  in  fo r c e  to  w e lc o m e  t b e  v i s i t o r ; t h e  o n ly  

r e g r e t  w a s  t h a t  h i s  s t a y  w a s  s o  s h o r t ,  b u t  D r . M a r q u e s  p r o m is e s  a  lo n g e r  

v i s i t  w h e n e v e r  p o s s ib le .  T h e  n e w  G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y  w i l l  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f  
m u c h  a d d it io n a l  s t r e n g t h  a n d  u s e f u ln e s s  to  b o t h  o f  t h e  A u s t r a la s ia n  S e c 
t io n s .  A s  h e tp u r p o s e d  v i s i t i n g  A d y a r  d u r in g  t h e  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t io n  h e  w a s  

a s k e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  th e  N e w  Z e a la n d  S e c t io n  o n  t h a t  o c c a s io n ,  a n d  v e r y  k i n d 

ly  c o n s e n te d  t o  d o  so .

T h e  F o u r t h  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t io n  o f  t h i s  S e c t io n  w i l l  b e  h e ld  a t  D u n e d in ,  
o n  J a n u a r y  1 s t  a n d  2 n d , 1 9 0 0 ;  p r e p a r a t io n s  a r e  b e in g  m a d e  fo r  t h e  r e c e p t io n  

o f  th e  d e le g a t e s ,  a n d  i t  p r o m is e s  t o  b e  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  u s e f u l  a n d  v e r y  h a r 
m o n io u s  g a t h e r in g .

M r s .  D r a ff in  c o n t in u e s  h e r  s u b u r b a n  le c t u r e s  in  A u c k la n d ,  a n d  i s  n o w  

l e c t u r in g  in  D e v o n p o r t .  A  fa ir  a m o u n t  o f  in t e r e s t  is  b e in g  a w a k e n e d  w h ic h  

f u t u r e  le c t u r e s  w i l l  k e e p  a l iv e .  I n  D u n e d i n  M r. A .  W . M a u r a is  le c tu r e d  r e 
c e n t ly  o n  “  I d o l  W o r s h ip ,’’ a n d  M rs . R ic h m o n d  in  W e l l in g t o n  h a s  le c tu r e d  o n  

“  I n v i s ib l e  H e l p e r s ”  a n d  T h e  L a d d e r  o f  L i f e .”

T h e  A u c k la n d  B r a n c h  h e ld  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  o n  N o v .* 3 r d . T h e  R e p o r t  

w a s  f a ir ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y ;  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  s l i g h t  in c r e a s e  in  m e m b e r s h ip  a n d



t h e  f in a n c e s  w e r e  in  a  g o o d  c o n d it io n .  T h e  m o v e m e n t  in  A u c k la n d  w a s  p ros*  

p e r i o g  a n d  th e  p u b lic  in t e r e s t  in c r e a s in g .

T h e  P r e s id e n t ,  M r . S . S t n a r t ,  w a s  r e - e le c te d ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r. 
W . W i l l  ( W e s t  S t . ,  N e w t o n ,  A u c k la n d ) .

T h e  W e l l in g t o n  B r a n c h  h e ld  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  o n  t b e  s a m e  d a y , N o v .  
3 r d .  T b e  S e c r e t a r y  iu  h e r  R e p o r t  s a i d : ‘‘ T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  e f fo r t s  d u r in g  t h e  

p a s t  y e a r  h a v e  b e e n  s u c h  n s  t o  f i l l  u s  w it h  n e w  h o p e  fo r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  

B r a n c h .  E s p e c ia l ly  h a v e  m e m b e r s  t o  b e  c o n g r a t u la t e d  o n  tb e  f ir m e r  f o o t in g  

t h e  B r a n c h  h a s  s e c u r e d  in  t h e  p a s t  y e a r .  W h e n  w e  lo o k  b a c k  o v e r  t h e  p e r io d  
d u r in g  w h ic h  o u r  B r a n c h  h a s  b e e n  in  e x i s t e n c e ,  w e  s e e  t h a t  fo r  y e a r s  i t s  p a t h  

w a s  “  u p h i l l  a l l  t h e  w a y ,"  a n d  s o  g r e a t  w e r e  t h e  d i f f ic u lt ie s  w i t h  w h ic h  i t  h a d  
t o  c o n t e n d  t h a t  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  i t  s e e m e d  im p o s s ib le  i t  c o u ld  c o n t in u e  t o  
e x i s t .  B u t  t h e  d e v o t io n  o f  o n e  o r  t w o  m e m b e r s , w h o s e  t r u s t  in  th o s e  w h o  

s t a n d  b e h in d  th e  S o c i e t y  c o u ld  n o t  b e  s h a k e n , s a v e d  u s  fr o m  t h a t  c a la m it y .  
F o r  t h e  p a s t  tw o  y e a r s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s t e a d i ly  g a in i n g  g r o u n d , a n d  t h o u g h  w e  

h a v e  n o t  d o n e  a l l  w e  h o p e d  t o  d o , w e  s t i l l  h a v e  r e a s o n  fo r  m u c h  t h a n k f  u ln e s s  

in  t h e  f a c t  th a t  d u r in g  th a t  t im e  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  in t e r r u p t io n s  in  o u r  p u b 
l i c  o r  b r a n c h  w o r k . W e  h a v e  n o w  tw e n t y  m e m b e r s  a s  a g a in s t  s e v e n t e e n  
l a s t  y e a r ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  lo s t  s ix  b y  d e p a r tu r e  fr o m  t h e  C i t y .”

T h e r e  h a d  b ee n  a  c o n s id e r a b le  s a le  a n d  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  d u r in g  

t h e  y e a r ,  a n d  f in a n c ia l m a t t e r s  o n  th e  w h o le  w e r e  s a t is f a c t o r y .  T h e  o ff ic e r s  

w e r e  r e - e l e c t e d : M rs . R ic h m o n d ,  P r e s i d e n t ; M r s . G ir d le s to n e  (9 4 , C o n s ta b le  
S t . ,  W e l l in g t o n ) ,  S e c r e ta r y .

•Reviews.

M A G A Z I N E S .

T h e  N o v e m b e r  Theosophical Review o p e n s  w ith  a n  a r t ic le  o n  “ T h e  H i d 

d e n  C h u r c h  o n  R u s s ia n  S o i l , ” in  w h ic h  t h e  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  c o n d it io n  o f  c e r 
t a in  r e l ig io u s  b o d ie s  in  R u s s ia  a r e  p o r tr a y e d  b y  a  R u s s ia n .  M r . M e a d ’s  c o n 
t r ib u t io n  is  o n  “  H e r m e s  t h e  T h r ic e - G r e a t e s t  a c c o r d in g  t o  M a n e th o , H ig h  
P r ie s t  o f  E g y p t .”  M rs . L . W i l l ia m s  p r e s e n t s  s o m e  p r a c t ic a l  id e a s  o n  “  T h e o 
s o p h y  in  t h e  H o m e ,” w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  c a r e f u l ly  a n d  p r a y e r f u l ly  h e e d e d . M rs .  
H o o p e r  w r it e s  o n  th e  “  L e g e n d  o f  th e  E x te r n a l  S o u l .” M r. E . M a r t in  W e b b  

m a k e s "  A  P l e a  fo r  L e s s  D o g m a t i s m  in  P u b l ic  T e a c h in g ,” t o  w h ic h  M r s .  
B e s a n t  r e p l ie s  in  t h e  “  W a t c h - T o w e r ”  c o m m e n t s .  A  “ H in d u  S t u d e n t * ’ n o t e s  

c e r t a in  “ Q u a l if ic a t io n s  o f  th o s e  w h o  D e s ir e  D e l iv e r a n c e / ’ M r. B e r tr a m  
K e i g b t l e y ’s  p a p er , " T h e  L a t e s t  S t e p  in  M o d e rn  P h i lo s o p h y ,’* in  w h ic h  h e  c o m 
m e n t s  o n  M r. S h a d w o r t h  H o d g s o n 's  r e c e n t  w o r k , " T h e  M e t a p h y s ic  o f  E x p e r i 
e n c e ,”  is  c o n c lu d e d  in  th is ,  h is  t h ir d  in s t a lm e n t .  M rs . B e s a n t  p r e s e n t s  h e r  

v ie w s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  " L if e  o f  t h e  H o u s e h o ld e r ,”  a n d  s h o w s  t h n t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  

n e c e s s a r y  s t a g e  in  t h e  s o u l’s  e v o lu t io n .  A g a in  M r. L ea d  b e a te r ’s  v e r y  in t e r 
e s t i n g  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  l i f e  in  “ A n c ie n t  P e r u  ” i s  c o n t in u e d .

W e  a c k n o w le d g e  w ith  t h a n k s  th e  r e c e ip t  o f t h e  f ir s t  n u m b e r  o f  The Theo• 
sophic Messenger, w h ic h  i s  to  b e  t h e  b r a n c h  o r g a n  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S e c t io n .  
I t  is  e d i t e d  b y  o u r  e n e r g e t i c  f e l lo w -w o r k e r ,  M r. W . J .  W a lt e r s  o f  S a n  F r a n 
c i s c o ,  a n d  p r e s e n t s  a  v e r y  n e a t  a p p e a r a n c e . I t  n o t ic e s  th e  e le c t io n  o f  M r s .  
K a t e  B . D a v is  on  t h e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m it te e ,  t o  f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y  c a n s e d  b y  tb e  

r e s ig n a t io n  o f  M rs , J u l i a  H .  S c o t t ,  w h o s e  h e a l t h  i s  s e r io u s ly  im p a ir e d .  I t



c o n t a in s  & v e r y  n s e f n l  l e t t e r  fr o m  t h e  N a t io n a l  C o m m it te e ,  r e p o r t s  fr o m  

B r a n c h e s ,  a n s w e r s  t o  q u e s t io n s ,  a n d  b o o k  r e v ie w s .

Theosophy in Australasia c o n t a in s  t h e  C ir c u la r - le t t e r  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  
S e c r e t a r y ,  D r .  A .  M a r q u e s , w h o  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  h is  d u t i e s  in  t h a t  S e c t io n .  
T h is  i s  fo l lo w e d  b y  D r . M a r q u e s ' e x c e l l e n t  a d d r e s s  o n  “  T h e  F u t u r e  w o r k  o f  

th e  T . S . , ’* d e l iv e r e d  b e fo r e  t l i e  S y d n e y  B r a n c h  T . S . ,  o n  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  h i s  
f ir s t  r e c e p t io n  a s  G e n e r a l S e c r e ta r y .  “  M e t h o d  in  M a d n e s s  ” i s  a  s t o r y  b y  

V ic t o r ia  M . W r ig h t .  “  T h e  H ig h e r  a n d  th e  L o w e r  S e l f  in  M a n  ’’ i s  a  v a lu a b le  

p a p e r  b y  M r. S .  S t u d d .  T h is  is  fo l lo w e d  b y  r e v ie w s  a n d  a n s w e r s  t o  

q u e s t io n s .

N o v e m b e r  Teosofia c o n t in u e s  i t s  t r a n s la t io n s  fr o m  t h e  w r i t in g s  o f  M r s .  
B e s a n t ,  M r . L e a d b e a te r  a n d  D r . P a s c a l ,  a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  m a t te r .

The Theosophic Gleaner e s c a p e d  n o t ic e  la s t  m o n th .  I n  t h e  D e c e m b e r  

n u m b e r , “  S t u d ie s  in  t h e  G ttA ," b y  I*. H .  M o h ta  a r e  c o n t in u e d .  “ T h e  
T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y  a n d  i t s  C h r is t ia n  M is s io n a r y  C r it ic s ,” b y  X .,  a n d  
n u m e r o u s  w e l l  s e le c t e d  a r t ic le s  fr o m  o t h e r  p u b l ic a t io n s  fo l lo w .

Theosophia (A m s te r d a m )  o p e n s  w i t h  a  t r a n s la t io n  o f  a  p o r t io n  o f  o n e  o f  

H . P . B .’r s e r ia l s  w h ic h  w a s  p u b l is h e d  in  th e  Theosophist o f  1 8 8 0 , e n t i t l e d  

“  A  L a n d  o f  M y s t e r y .” T r a n s la t io n s  fr o m  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  M r. L e a d b e a te r  

a n d  M r . S in n e t t  fo llo w , a lo n g  w it h  c o n t r ib n t io n s  fr o m  J o h a n  v a n  M a n e n ,  

P . P ie t e r s ,  E .  M . G r e en  a n d  o th e r s .
Sophia (M a d r id )  fo r  N o v e m b e r  g i v e s  a n o t h e r  in t e r e s t in g  c h a p t e r  

o f  S o r ia  y  M a ta 's  “ P r e -C h r is t ia n  S c ie n c e ,”  t h i s  n u m b e r  d e a l in g  w it h  t h e  

L a w s  a n d  A n c ie n t  S y m b o ls  o f  E v o lu t io n .  “ T h e  L u n a r  P i t r i s ,”  “ C la ir 
v o y a n c e ,  ** a n d  “  T h e  P la c e  o f  P o l i t i c s  in  th e  L ife  o f  N a t io n s  M lo o k  w e l l  i n  

S p a n is h  d r e s s .

Philadelphia ( B u e n o s  A ir e s )  c o n t a in s  '* W it c h e s  a n d  M e d iu m s ,”  b y  C a r l  

d u  P r e l ,  w i t h  a  t r ib u t e  to  th e  m e m o r y  o f  th e  a u t h o r ,  l a t e ly  d e c e a s e d . T h e  
e d it o r  g iv e s  a n  e n c o u r a g in g  a c c o u n t  o f  t l i e  s p r e a d  o f  T h e o s o p h ic  id e a s  in  
S o u t h  A m e r ic a  w h ile  g r e e t i n g  a  n e w  T h e o s o p h ic a l  m a g a z in e ,  “  T h e  W h i t e  

L o tu s ,”  p u b lis h e d  in  M e x ic o . C h a t t e r j i ,  D r . M a r q u e s  a n d  H . P . B . a r e  r e p r e 
s e n t e d  a m o n g  t h e  t r a n s la t io n s .

T h e  Upanishad, Arllia Deepika, in  T a m il— I I I . ,  K a t h a m — i s  r e c e iv e d .

W e  g la d l y  w e lc o m e  t h e  n e w  m o n t h ly  m a g a z in e  s t y le d  The Hindu 
Heritage,*  c o n d u c t e d  b y  M r. B h a r a t i  K r is h n a  S a r m a . T h e  s p e c ia l  f e a t u r e  

in  s t a r t in g  t b i s  n e w  J o u r n a l ,  a s  t h e  p r o s p e c t u s  s h o w s ,  i s  “ th a t  a  f e w  p a g e s  o f  

i t  w i l l  b e  u t i l i s e d  fo r  p u b l i s h in g  n o t e s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  o n  t r a n s la t io n s  o f  
im p o r t a n t  p a s s a g e s  a n d  m in o r  w o r k s  s e le c t e d  fr o m  r a r e  m a n u s c r ip t s ,  
c a p a b le  o f  th r o w in g  m u c h  l i g h t  o n  m a n y  d o u b t f u l  r e l ig io u s  p o i n t s ; ”  a n d  t h e  
p r e s e n t  n u m b e r  fu l f i l s  to  a  c e r ta in  e x t e n t  th e  p r o m is e  m a d e . W e  w is h  t h e  

J o u r n a l  s u c c e s s .

W e  b e g  to  a c k n o w le d g e  w ith  th a n k s  a  c o p y  o f  “  T h e  A r y a n  D i s c ip l in e  
a n d  C o n d u c t ,” b y  M r. K a m a  R a o  P a r a m e s v a r  K a b a d . T h e  b o o k  is  b a s e d  o n  
th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  M a n u  a lo n e .

A c k n o w le d g e d  w i t h  t h a n k s :  The Vahan, Light, Modem Astrology,
Revue Theosophique Franraine, L'Initiation, Lotus Bliitlien, Metaphysical 
Magazine, Mind, Harbinger of Light, Rays of Light, Banner of Light, Phreno
logical Journal, Universal Brotherhood, New Century, The Temple of Health, 
Omega, Prasnottara, The Light of the East, The Light of Truth, Brahmavadin, 
Indian Journal of Education, and Maha-Bodhi Journal.



T h o u g h ts ,  lik e  th e  p o llen  o f  flo w e r s , le a v e  o n e  b ra in  a n d  fa s te n  to  an oth er.* ’

Som e years ago the late Maharaja o f K a sh m ir  
Reclamation  was importuned by a large body o f h is M u slim  sub- 
of H i n d u  jects whose parents had been converted or dragooned  
Perverts.' into Islam , to find a way for their return to the an 

cestral faith. T h e  late Pandit B&la Shastri, the most 
learned H in d u  o f h is time, was the Maharaja 's friend and adviser 
and  to h im  the case was submitted. In  due course, the petitioners 
were given directions how to recover their religious and social 
status and, i f  I  am not mistaken, some thousands o f ex -H in d us were 
thus reclaimed. I  know  very well that am ong the th ings which I  
brought to the notice of the late Pandit B&la Shastri and h is fellow  
savants, was th is very question o f the removal o f obstacles to the 
return o f H in d u s  to H indu ism , where they had been converted as 
ignorant schoolboys, by crafty m issionary teachers, or ’had been 
born  to parents who had themselves been “ converted ” in  the pre
v ious generation. I  tried to im press upon the m inds o f m any  
orthodox Pandits and lay Brahm ins a sense o f the suicidal nature o f  
the present policy, but the time has not yet come for su rv iv ing  
castes to be governed with com m on sense or regard for present 
social environment. The  A ry a  Sam ajists have, however, begun to 
m ove in  the righ t direction, as appears from a letter in the Advocate 
(Lu ckn ow ) of Novem ber 28th, describ ing the ceremonies performed 
at Benares for the reclamation o f Pandit Hansraj and Pandit G h u n -  
sham  Das, respectively, Gujerati and Saraswat Brahm ins. These  
persons had embraced Christian ity “ some time ago,” but applied for 
forgiveness and rehabilitation, and obtained their w ish in  presence 
o f  a very large crowd o f Benares notables. T h e  forms o f procedure 
were those contained in  the Ranabir Prakasha , a com pilation of 
D h arm a  Sastra made by order o f H .  H . the late M aharaja of 
K ash m ir, for use w ithin h is dom inions. T h e  general adoption of 
th is  wise policy would give a terrible blow to schemes o f re lig ious  
conversion, for a born H in d u  rem ains a H indu , even in European  
costume.

Let me jot down a short note on the very im por- 
Metaphysic tant distinction between these two things. Th e  pro- 

versus vince o f Metaphysic is  purely mental. T h e  province  
Induction. of Induction  is sim p ly  Nature  or Physics. T h e  

M ental is what the m ind  sees in pure thought by the 
m in d ’s eye, as H am let says (though that is not Shakespeare's phrase). 
In d u ctio n  is  what the physical eye sees in  nature and is  m ixed  
o r impure, like applied mathematics. K a n t as translated by  Born  
into  La tin  puts the distinction brilliantly  in  h is Proligom ena on the 
m etaphysic o f the future to be possib ly projected by science. H e  
says “ its principles m ust never be drawn from experim ent: its 
cogn ition  is never to be physical, but metaphysical, i.e.t out o f the 
province of experiment totally.” T h is  is  enough, though he goes 
m ore fu lly  into it in  the Critique o f Pure Reason. I  quote this to 
show  that the present science of Chem istry is  now trespassing on  

8



illegitim ate ground. In  w ork ing  upon D alton’s atom ic scheme it 
has stepped out o f visib le nature into invisible mentalities, and th is 
can on ly  lead to confusion and falsity. Another instance o f flagrant 
blundering in  the opposite direction m ay be found in Locke’s book  
on the H u m an  Understanding. T h a t philosopher applies the ex
perimental inductive method o f Bacon to investigate the internal 
w orkings o f the m ind o f man, w hich is in express contravention  
of K an t’s ax iom — above given. Stuart M il l  said that Locke’s C h ap 
ter on “ W ord s” was very admirable, but he did not detect the fatal 
error o f app ly ing  a rule fit on ly  for the interpretation o f nature to 
a th ing that lies out of nature, i.e., metaphysic. Locke em ploys 
Induction  to investigate mind. Chem istry to-day brings the meta
physic o f atoms to eke out Induction  and explain th ings that In d u c 
tion is b lind to. I f  these are not both o f them philosophies in  a  
quagmire I  should like to be told how adequately to define them. 
W ith  the invisible, Chem istry must not meddle. Locke  stultifies 
himself, and all readers who do not detect him, when he tries to e x 
p la in  m entality by the visibles that appertain to Induction. W e ll  
m ay the m ighty  K an t say, you m ust know  the “propria o f cognition,” 
before you can accurately treat of such matters as these. I f  you are  
an ill-natured soul you w ill laugh at all this, but if  a good-natured  
one you w ill try to set it right, though it be hard to accomplish that.

C. A . W .

# * *

A frien d  k n o w n  to  u s  a s  t r u s tw o r th y  s e n d s  u s  th e  
A  strange fo llo w in g  a cco u n t by  a  re la tiv e  o f  h e rs , o f  a  r e m a rk a b le  

freak of Light, p h e n o m e n o n  o f  l ig h t  w h ich  sh e  re c e n tly  o b se rv e d  a t  
G isb o rn e . S he  sa y s  :—

“  A s  w e  w e r e  c o in in g  n p  t h e  h i l l  o n  t h e  W h a t a n p o k o  s id e  o f  th e  f o o t 
b r id g e ,  th e  s n n ,  w h ic h  w a s  ju st , s e t t in g ,  b e in g  a t  o u r  b a c k s , w e  o f  c o a r s e  s a w  
o n r  8h a d q w s  w a lk in g  n p  t h e  h i l l  in  f r o n t  o f  u s . B u t ,  in s t e a d  o f  b e in g  b la c k  
a s  t h e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n , o u r  d r e s s e s  w e r e  w h it e  w i t h  a  v e r y  f a in t  b la c k  r im  
r o u n d  t h e  b e m  a n d  u p  t h e  s id e ? ,  a n d  w e r e  p e r f e c t ly  t r a n s p a r e n t .  N o w ,  I  
h a d  o n  m y  l a s t  w in t e r ’s  d r e s s ,  w h ic h  is  lo n g  a n d  very t h ic k  in d e e d ,  a n d  M .  
h a d  o n  a  n a v y - b lu e  s e r g e ,  b u t ,  in  s p i t e  o f  t h a t ,  w e  c o u ld  s e e ,  t h r o u g h  s k i r t s ,  
p e t t ic o a t s  a n d  e v e r y in g  e ls e ,  o u r  l im b s ,  b la c k , s h a p e le s s  a n d  e x a g g e r a t e d  in  
t h in n e s s ,  r e a c h in g  r ig h t  fr o m  o u r  s h o e s  t o  o u r  w a i* ts . W e  w e r e  s o  a s t o n 
is h e d  t h a t  w e  t h o u g h t  w e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  m is ta k e n ,  a n d  w e n t  a w a y  b a c k  t o  
t h e  b r id g e  a n d  w a lk e d  u p  t h e  h i l l  a g a in  w i t h  e x a c t ly  t h e  s a m e  r e s u lt .  D i d  
y o u  e v e r  h e a r  a n y t h in g  s o  q u e e r  ? I t  w a 9 a  v e r y  s t u f f y  c lo s e  d a y ,  a n d  j u s t  
a t  t h a t  p r e c i s e  t im e  th e r e  w a s  a  r a in b o w  o v e r  K a i t i  H i l l ,  w h ic h  w a s  a l s o  
p e c u lia r ,  b e in g  t h ic k  in  t h e  m id d le  a n d  th in  a t  b o th  e n d s ,  a n d  w i t h  s o m e  o f  
i t s  c o lo u r s  b r ig h t  a n d  o th e r s  v e r y  d u ll .  A s  s o o n  a s  w e  r e a c h e d  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
h i l l  o u r  s h a d o w s  b e c a m e  b la c k  a g a in  a n d  c o n t in u e d  s o  t i l l  t h e  s u n  h a d  set.** 

W il l  some experienced scientific friend explain this affair for 
the benefit of our readers ? There is a sort of suggestion of an X - R a y  
action in  the semi-disappearance o f the ladies’ c loth ing and the 
revelation o f their lower limbs, and the chromatic aberration in  
t h e  rainbow is very strange and unusual. I n  the course o f our 
reading we have come across no such “ wonder o f ligh t and color.”

***
T he  Harbinger of Light (Austra lia ) is pu b lish in g  

One of the a series o f brief articles each month, under the general 
Sn?i beams. heading o f “ W h at the Sunbeam s said.” T he  follow

in g  is “ Beam the Twentieth” :
I  h a d  b e e n  in t e n t ly  lo o k in g  a t  tw o  m e n  o n e  d a y .  O n e  w a s  a  m a n  o f  

s c ie n c e  o c c u p ie d  iq  b is  la b o r a to r y .  H e  a n a t o m iz e d  a n  in s e c t  a n d  s c r u t in iz e d  
e v e r y  o r g a n  u n d e r n e a t h  h i s  m ic r o s c o p e .  AU around h im  w e r e  b o t t le s  f i l l e d



w it h  v a r io u s  p r e p a r a t io n s , t h e  s k u l l s  o f  m e n  a n d  m o n k e y s ,  th c  s k e le t o n s  o f  
n u m e r o u s  a n im a ls ,  w h o s e  a b s o lu t e  e x t in c t io n  a t  d e a th  a n d  n o n .a t t a in r a e n t  
o f  a n y  s p ir i tu a l  e x i s t e n c e  h e r e a f te r  t h i s  le a r n e d  m a n  b e l ie v e d  h e  c o u ld  
c le a r ly  d e m o n s tr a te .  P o r in g  o v e r  t h e  p h y s ic a l  fr a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  in s e c t ,  h e  
w a s  b l in d  t o  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  s o u l  w i t h in  h im s e l f .  H e  w r o te  b o o k s  u p o n  
t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  a n im a l l i f e ,  a n d  m a d e  a  g r e a t  d is p la y  o f  h i s  e r u d it io n .  H e  
d e l iv e r e d  le c tu r e s  u p o n  th e  b r a in  a n d  th e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,  o n  m e n  a n d  a p e s  a n d  
Lite m is s in g  l in k ,  a n d  b e  d i la te d  o n  th e  im p o s s ib i l t y  o f  a n y  c o n t in u o u s  e x is t e n c e  
f o r  t b e  v i t a l  e s s e n c e  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s .  P e o p le  w e r e  d e l ig h t e d  w it h  h i s  d o c tr in e s ,  
a n d  s t u d e n t s  r e c e iv e d  h im  w it h  e n t h u s ia s t i c  a p p la u s e .  W h e n  t h e y  q n i t t e d  
t h e  l e c t u r e  r o o m , t h e y  w e n t  s t r a ig h t  a w a y  t o  t h e ir  a u im a l e n j o y m e n t s ; 
b e c a u s e  l i f e  w a s  s o  s h o r t  a n d  a s  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h in g  t o  c o m e  a f t e r  i t  they^ d e 
t e r m in e d  to  g e t  a l l  th e  p le a s u r e  t h e y  c o u ld  o u t  o f  i t .  A m o n g  t h e  a u d ito r s  
w a s  a  p o o r  f e l lo w  w ith  a n  e m p t y  p o c k e t  a n d  a  h u n g r y  s t o m a c h ; a n d  w h e n  
b e  q u i t t e d  t h e  le c tu r e  r o o m  h e  p r o c e e d e d  to  h a n g  h im s e l f  u p o n  t h e  n e a r e s t  
t r e e .

T h e  p e s t i l e n t  t e a c h in g s  o f  t h e  m a n  o f  s c ie n c e  s p r e a d  fu r  a n d  w id e  ; a n d  
v i c i o u s  l i v i n g  a n d  l ic e n t io u s  c o n d u c t  w e r e  t h e ir  e v i l  f r u i t s .

A t  le n g t h  a r r iv e d  h is  o w n  la s t  h o u r . H e  w o u ld  n o w  d is c o v e r  i f  n o t h in g  
f o l l o w e d  d e a th , a n d  i f  h i s  in d iv id u a l  e x i s t e n c e  c e r m in a te d  fo r e v e r .  A n d  
v e r y  r e l u c t a n t l y  d id  h e  ta k e  h is  d e p a r tu r e  fr o m  h is  d e a r ly  b e lo v e d  b o d y .  
S l o w l y  d id  h is  s p ir i t  d i s e n g a g e  i t s e l f  f r o m  i t s  p h y s ic a l  t e n e m e n t ; a n d  w h e n  
i t  b a d  e n t ir e ly  e s c a p e d  fr o m  th e  b o d y , i t  s a w  th e  e m p t y  s h e l l  l y in g  th e r e , a n d  
y e t  f e l t  i t s e l f  to  b e  fu l l  o f  v i t a l i t y .  T h e n  w a s  i t  c o n s c io u s  o f  a  c r u s h in g  a n d  
h u m i l ia t in g  s h o c k . I t  p e r c e iv e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  b u r r o w in g  in  t h e  e a r th  l ik e  
a  m o le ,  g r o p in g  in  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  d is b e l ie v in g  in  t h e  l i g h t  w h ic h  i t  d id  n o t  s e e .  
H o w  d a z z le d  a n d  b e w ild e r e d  w e r e  t h e  p o o r  c r e a t u r e s ’ e y e s  w h e n  th e  lu s t r e  
o f  t h e  s p ir i t  w o r ld  b la z e d  u p o n  t h e m ! A n d  h o w  w r e t c h e d  h e  f e l t ! F o r  
h e  c o u ld  n o w  p e r c e iv e  th e  m is c h ie f  p e r p e tr a te d  b y  h is  l e c t u r e s ; h o w  t h e y  
h a d  c a u s e d  t h e  d e l ic a t e  flo w e r  o f  f a it h  to  w ith e r  a n d  fa d e  in  m a n y  m in d s ,  
a n d  h a d  p o is o n e d  t h e  s p r in g s  o f  h o p e  in  m a n y  a  d e s o la te  h e a r t .  T o  h is  o w n  
c o n s c ie n c e  l ie  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a  m a n ifo ld  m u r d e r e r . T h e n  h e  fo r m e d  
t h e  r e s o lu t io n  to  r e t u r n  to  t b e  e a r th , to  d e s t r o y  e v e r y  c o p y  o f  h i s  w o r k s ,  
a n d  t o  s a y  to  a l l  t h e  w o r l d :— “ 1 s t i l l  l i v e ! I  s t i l l  l iv e  ! a n d  th e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  
t h i n g  a s  d e a th  !” B u t  t h is  w a s  im p o s s ib le .  I t  w a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  p e n a lt y  to  
c o n t e m p la t e  th e  e v i l  h e  h a d  d o n e , a n d  g r e a t  w a s  h is  r e m o r s e , in  c o n s e q u e n c e *  

# # # # # *
A n d  th e n  I  lo o k e d  in t o  a  p o e t 's  c h a m b e r  ; a n d  o s  b e  s a t  a t  h is  w r i t in g  

d e s k ,  id e a s  c a m e  to  h im  l ik e  s u n b e a m s .  F o r  th e  fa i t h  t h a t  w a s  in  h im  d r e w  
t o  h i s  s id e  fr o m  th e  s p ir i t  w o r ld ,  b e in g s  w h o  o f t e n  in s p ir e d  h im  w it h  n o b le  
s e n t im e n t s  a n d  w h is p e r e d  to  h im  d e l ig h t f u l  p o e m s .

H i3 th e m e s  w e r e  n n d y in g  lo v e  a n d  lo y a l  f a i t h ,  a n d  h is  b o o k s  to u c h e d  th e  
h e a r t s  o f  th o s e  w h o  r e a d  t h e m , in a s m u c h  a s  t h e y  s p o k e  o f  (r o d , o f  N a t u r e ,  
a n d  o f  t h e  s p ir i t u a l  r e a lm s . T h e y  c a r r ie d  c o m fo r t  to  m a n y  a  s o r r o w in g  s o u l ; 
t h e y  b e g u i l e d  m a n y  a  w e a r y  h o u r ;  t h e y  p o in te d  o u t  t h e  p a th  to  .th e  K in g d o m  
o f  H e a v e n .  P e o p le  f e l t  th e m s e lv e s  l i f t e d  u p  b y  t h e s e  p o e m s , a n d  to  m a n y  t h e y  
w e r e  a s  t h e  d a w n  o f  a  n e w  li f e .  A n d  h e , to o , p a s s e d  a w a y .

B u t  b e a u t i f u l  in d e e d  w a s  h is  h o m e > c o m in g : fo r  w h e n  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  r e a lm  h e  h a d  q u it t e d ,  b e fo r e  t a k in g  o n  t h e  l im it a t io n s  o f  m o r t a l i t y  a g a in ,  
h i s  d e p a r tu r e  fr o m  th e  e a r th  w a s  fo l lo w e d  b y  m a n y  p r a y e r s  a n d  m a n y  
b le s s in g s .  H i s  o ld  f r ie n d s  w e r e  w a it in g  fo r  h im  i u  th e  w o r ld  o f  s p ir i t s .  
He h a d  n o t  b u r r o w e d  b l in d ly  in  th e  d a r k , b u t  h a d  w o r k e d  in  a n d  fo r  th e  
l i g h t ; a n d  h e  n o w  fo u n d  th a t  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  th e  h ig h e r  l i f e  g r e a t ly  tr a n s c e n d e d  
t h e  m o s t  g lo w in g  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  i t  in  h is  p o e m s .

Calvary seems to have been the St. G ile s’ Pound, 
A  or Tybu rn  of old Jerusalem, and its legend is so

Legend of w ild ly  imaginative, such a charm ing web o f the
Calvary. gossamer threads o f old-time fabling, that it can

hardly fail to please some few of our readers. G o l
gotha, G igolta, Golgolta, Craniune and Calvary are all the same, and 
m ean the place of the skull. There are those who say it took its



name from the figure of the hill itself. But a legion of interpreters, 
with St. Jerome at their head, prefer to deduce its sepulchral name 
from the skull of Adam buried there. Written proof is absent, but 
would you ask for documents in such a case, when the sceptical 
scholarship of our day refuses to the Homeric age the art of writing ? 
First of all let us have the poem. The skull of Adam lay here, 
buried deep in Golgotha. Four thousand years later came hither, 
with bleeding feet and gore-stained crown, the man of sorrows and 
the bleeding heart, the Promethean Christian, to lay down his life 
for men, and circulate the truth that saves. The Romans lift 
him on the cross, and the cross lifts the globe, and shuts the sun out 
for three hours. Adam the son of death now felt the dew of life that 
in three days brought him the grace of resurrection. Would you 
know how all this came about ? Tradition—gathering its mistletoe 
by moonlight of the aeons past—recounts that faithful Noah carried 
the body of the first man into the ark with him. He distributed the 
relics to his children, and the head, by special privilege, fell to Seth, 
as father of the sacred race. He, by prescience moved, interred it 
in Calvary, foreseeing well that the Messiah must there be crucified. 
Paradise sprang up again and was that day entered by the penitent 
thief upon the cross, as all Gospel readers know. The outline of all 
this may be found in Calmet’s History of the Bible, (j.». “ Calvary.”) 
A touch is added here or there, no more.

C. A. W.

Mr. N. Gupta gives to the A m n ia  B azar
“ A pparent P a trika , of Nov. 1 6 th, some facts relating to a very
spirit-pos- interesting case of apparent spirit-possession. While

session” visiting a distant state he learned that the daughter
of an intimate friend of his, who was a physician, had 

been for some time suffering from a peculiar type of hysteria, and 
that the leading European physician of the place was also in 
attendance. He says he is “ not at liberty to disclose names or the 
locality,” but adds that the facts as here stated “ are absolutely 
correct” and can be vouched for by witnesses. He says

“ T h e  g i r l  h a d  b e e n  s u f f e r in g  fr o m  a  lo w  fe v e r  fo r  s o m e  w e e k s .  S u d d e n ly  
s y m p to m s  o f  h y s t e r ia  a p p e a r e d . S e d a t iv e s  w e r e  u s e d ,  b u t  th e s e  h a d  n o  e f f e c t  
a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t s  o f  a  m o s t  p e c u l ia r  n a t u r e  to o k  p la c e . T o  b e g in  w ith ,  th e  
g ir l  w a s  a lw a y s  m o r e  o r  le s s  h y s t e r ic a l  a n d  w a s  s u b je c t  to  h a l lu c in a t io n s  o f  
v a r io u s  k in d s .  I n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  d a y s  s h e  b e g a n  t a lk in g  in  h e r  f i t s ,  a lw a y s  
u s in g  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  n e v e r  h e r  m o t h e r  la n g u a g e .  S h e  s p o k e  
a s  i f  s h e  w e r e  s o m e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  o r  s p ir i t ,  a n d  s p o k e  o f  h e r s e l f  b y  n a m e  a n d  
in  t h e  th ir d -p e r s o n ;  S h e  s a id  t h e  g ir l  ( m e n t io n in g  h e r  o w n  n a m e )  h a d  o ffen d *  
e d  a  c e r ta in  d e i t y  b y  ir r e v e r e n t ly  s t a m p in g  o n  a  c e r ta in  s a c r e d  p la c e ,  t h a t  
h e  ( t h e  s p ir i t  s p e a k in g  th r o u g h  h e r )  w o u ld  h a v e  k i l l e d  h e r  b u t  fo r  t h e  c o n s id e 
r a t io n  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a  v ir g in  a n d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  n o t  d e p a r t  u n le s s  a  h e a v y  p e n 
a n c e  w e r e  m a d e .

*' I t  s h o u ld  b e  s ta te d  h e r e  th a t  a l l  th e  s u r r o u n d in g s  o f  th e  g ir l  w e r e  u t t e r ly  
u n fa v o u r a b le  to  t h e  g r o w th  o f  s u p e r s t i t io u s  b e l ie f s  o r  b e l ie f  in  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  a  s p ir it -w o r ld .  H e r  fa th e r , a s  I  h a v e  s a id ,  is  a  m e d ic a l m a n  a n d  a  s c i e n t i s t  
c o n f ir m e d  in  s c ie n t i f ic  s c e p t ic i s m .  H e r  m o t h e r  i s  a ls o  a n  e n l ig h t e n e d  la d y ,  
w h o  d o e s  n o t  b e l ie v e  in  s p ir i t  p o s s e s s io n .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  m o s t  s t r i k i n g  f e a 
t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s e .  I t  w a s  n o t  a s  i f  a  v i l la g e  g ir l ,  b r o u g h t  u p  in  t h e  v i l la g e ,  
s u p e r s t i t io n s  a b o u t  s p ir i t s  a n d  g h o s t s ,  h a d  g iv e n  w a y  to  h y s t e r ic a l  h a l lu c in a 
t io n s  a t  a n  a g e  w h e n  g i r l s  a r e  h ig h ly  n e r v o u s  a n d  s u s c e p t ib le  t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  
f a n c ie s  a n d  im a g in in g s .  S u c h  a  c a s e  in  s u c h  a  f a m i ly  w a s  a lm o s t  in c r e d ib le .  
W e ll ,  w h i le  h e r  fa t h e r  a n d  m y s e l f  w e r e  s i t t i n g  t o g e th e r ,  a  s e r v a n t  c a m e  in  to  
io fp r m  h im  t h a t  t h e  g i r l  h a d  h a d  a  fr e s h  a t t a c k .  M y  fr ie n d  k in d ly  in v i t e d



m e  t o  c o m e  a n d  s e e  t h e g i r l .  O n  e n t e r in g  tb e  r o o m  I  fo u n d  t h e  g i r l  l y i n g  o u  
a  b e d  a n d  t h e  f ir s t  g la n c e  a t  h e r  t o ld  m e  t h a t  i t  w a s  u n l ik e  tb e  c a s e s  o f  h y s t e 
r i a  t b a t  1 h a d  s e e n .  A s  a  la y m a n , o f  c o u r s e ,  I  w o u ld  n o t  v e n t u r e  t o  o f f e r  a n y  
d e f in i t e  o p in io n ,  b u t  I  h a v o  s e e n  m a n y  c a s e s  o f  h y s t e r ia  in  m y  o w n  a n d  o th e r  
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  i t  s t r u c k  m e  a t  o n c e  t h a t  t h i s  c a s e  p r e s e n t e d  m a n y  d i s t in c t iv e  
f e a t u r e s .  T h e  g i r l  w a s  h a l f  r e c l in in g  a n d  h e r  h e a d  w a s  s u p p o r te d  b y  h e r  
f a t h e r .  H e r  e y e s  w e r e  w id e  o p e n ,  s l i g h t l y  c o n g e s t e d  a n d  w it h  a  lo o k  o f  
i n t e n s e  t e r r o r  in  th e m . T h e  l ip s  w e r e  s l i g h t l y  p a r t e d ,  t h e  t e e th  w e r o  
o p e n .  T h e  b r e a th  w a s  c o m in g  in  g a s p s  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  c le a r ly  h e a r d  a t  
s o m e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  t h e  c h i ld  w a s  l i t e r a l ly  p a n t in g  w i t h  te r r o r .  S h e  
w a s  m u t t e r in g  in a u d ib ly  a n d  w a s  a p p a r e n t ly  in  g r e a t  d is t r e s s .  A s  r e g a r d s  
t h e  lo o k  in  h e r  e y e s ,  I  fo u n d , o n  e x a m in a t io n ,  t h a t  h e r  r a n g e  o f  v is io n  w a s  
l i m i t e d  t o  a  f e w  in c h e s ,  b e y o n d  w h ic h  s h e  a p p e a r e d  to  be^ o b l iv io u s  o f  e v e r y 
t h i n g .  I t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  s o m e  v is io n  o f  g r e a t  te r r o r ,  p r o je c te d  b y  h e r  in n e r  
c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  o r  s n p e r itn p o s e d  fr o m  o u t s id e ,  w a s  h o v e r in g  in  c lo s e  p r o x im ity  
t o  h e r  e y e s .  A  p la t e  o r  a n y  s o l id  s u b s t a n c e  h e ld  s o  c lo s e  to  t h e  e y e s  a s  to  
in t e r c e p t  t h a t  v is io n  m a d e  t h e  p n t ie n t  v e r y  r e s t le s s  a n d  a lm o s t  v io le n t .  
R e m o v e d  b e y o n d  t h a t  p a r t ic u la r  r a n g e ,  s h e  a p p e a r e d  in d if f e r e n t .  T h e r e  w a s  
n o  r e c o g n i t io n  in  th e  e y e s  o f  th e  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t  in  th e  r o o m , n o  r e s p o n s e  to  
q u e s t io n s ,  n o  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  o u t s id e  o b j e c t s .  A f t e r  a  fe w  m o m e n ts  in c o h e 
r e n t  m u t t e r in g  s h e  b e g a n  s p e a k in g  c o r r e c t ly  a n d  in  th e  p u r e  lo c a l  v e r n a c u la r ,  
t h e  f lo w  o f  h e r  w o r d s  b e in g  o n ly  b r o k e n  b y  h e r  q u ic k  b r e a th in g .  F r o m  h e r  
w o r d s  w e  g a th e r e d  t h a t  th e  s p ir i t  s p e a k in g  th r o u g h  h e r  w a s  e x c e s s iv e ly  a n n o y *  
e d  a n d  w o u ld  n o t  b e  e a s i l y  a p p e a s e d .  T h e  la n g u a g e  w a s  r e m a r k a b ly  id io m a t ic  
a n d  p a r e .  T h e  s t o r y  w a s  t n e  s a m e  m e n t io n e d  a b o v e . S h e  n a m e d  s o m e  
M a h o m e d a n  s a in t s  a n d  d i s t in c t ly  a n d  c o r r e c t ly  r e p e a te d  t h e  Kalrna. T h e n  th e r e  
w m  a  w o n d e r f u l  c h a n g e .  A f t e r  a  b r ie f  p a u se , t h e  g ir l  w e n t  t h r o u g h  e v e r y  
d e t a i l  o f  a  H in d u ’s  pujah, a b lu t io n s  a n d  a l) , a n d  b o w e d  h e r  h e a d  o v e r  h e r  
f o l d e d  b a n d s  w ith  h e r  c lo t b - e n d  r o u n d  t h e  n e c k .  H e r  f a t h e r  a s s u r e d  m e  
t h a t  s h e  k n e w  n o t h in g  a b o u t  pujah a n d  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  i t  p e r fo r m e d .

u A l l  t h i s  w e n t  o n  fo r  a  c o u p le  o f  h o u r s  o r  lo n g e r ,  t h e  g ir l  n e v e r  r e c o v e r in g  
c o n s c io u s n e s s .  A b o u t  t h i s  t im e  a n  ojha o r  e x o r c is e r  w a s  a n n o u n c e d .  A t  
f i r s t  t h e  fa t h e r  w a s  d i s in c l in e d  t o  g i v e  t h i s  m a n  a  tr ia l ,  b n t  w a s  s n b e e -  
q u e n t l y  p r e v a ile d  u p o n  to  d o  s o .  T h e  m a n  w a s  a  B r a h m in  a n d  c a m e  in  
w i t h  a  p a ir  o f  la r g e  t o n g s  in  h is  h a n d s . A s  s o o n  a s  h e  e n te r e d  th e  r o o m  
t h e  g i r l  s a t  a b r u p t ly  u p , t h e  p a n t in g  c e a s e d , a n d  th e  lo o k  in  h e r  e y e s  c h a n g e d .  
S h e  lo o k e d  s t r a ig h t  a t  h im  a u d  w a tc h e d  h is  e v e r y  m o v e m e n t  w ith  th e  
c l o s e s t  a t t e n t io n .  A n  in t e r p r e t e r  h a d  to  b e  c a l le d  in  a s  t h e  m a n  b e lo n g e d  t o  
a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  d id  n o t  s p e n k  t h e  la n g u a g e  in  w h ic h  t h e  
g i r l  w a s  t a lk in g .  T h e n c e fo r w a r d  t h e  w h o le  s c e n e  w a s  a  s e r ie s  o f  s u r p r is e s .  
T h e  g i r l  b e c a m e  in t e l l ig e n t ,  a le r t  a n d  v ig i la n t , ,  e v id e n t l y  t r e a t in g  t h e  
ojha, a s  a n  e n e m y , w h o  h a d  to  b e  r e c k o n e d  w ith . T h e  m a n  c o m m e n c e d  
m u t t e r i n g  in c a n t a t io n g  ; 'sh e  fo l lo w e d  s u i t  w ith  s i l e n t  m u tte r in g s *  A  l i t t l e  
l a t e r  s h e  b e g a n  r e p e a te d ly  b lo w in g  t h r o u g h  h e r  f in g e r s  a t  t h e  m a n , w h o  
e x p l a i n e d  t b a t  t h e  s p ir i t  in  h e r  w a s  t r y in g  to  n e u t r a l i s e  h is  p o w e r s .  A f t e r  
a  f e w  m in u t e s  s p e n t  in  t h i s  f a s h io n  t h e  m a n  s q u a t t e d  d o w n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  
a n d  b e g a n  w r i t in g  s o m e  c h a r m s  o n  a  p ie c e  o f  p a p e r . T h e  g ir l  im m e d ia t e ly  
b e g a n  t o  t r a c e  s o m e  6 g u  r e s  o n  h e r  o p e n  p a lm  w i t h  h e r  r ig h t  f o r e f in g e r .  
A l l  t h i s  t im e  th e  g i r l  w a s  c a r r y in g  o u  a  b r is k  c o n v e r s a t io n  w i t h  t h e  ojha 
t h r o u g h  t h e  in t e r p r e te r .  T h e  s u b s t a n c e  w a s ,  t h e  la t t e r  w a n te d  t h e  s p ir i t  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  g ir l ,  a n a  t h e  s p ir i t  s p e a k in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  g i r l  r e f u s e d  to  b u d g e .  
O c c a s io n a l ly  t h e  g i r l  (o r  t h e  s p ir i t )  b e c a m e  d e f ia n t ,  c r o s s e d  h e r  a r m s , s e t  
h e r  t e e t h  a n d  d a r e d  t h e  m e d ic in e - m a n  to  d i s lo d g e  h e r . l t  w a s  in  e v e r y  d e t a i l  
a  r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  o ld  s t o r ie s  o f  s p ir i t - p o s s e s s io n  p r e v a le n t  in  B e n g a l ,  
w h i l e  t h e  a c t u a l  fa c t s  I  w it n e s s e d  o c c u r r e d  a lm o s t  tw o  t h o u s a n d  m il e s  a w a y  
f r o m  t h i s  P r o v in c e .

“ T h e  p ie c e s  o f  p a p e r  o n  w h ic h  th e  c h a r m s  w e r e  w r it t e n  w e r e  w r a p p e d  n p  
in  s h r e d s  o f  d a r k  c lo t h ,  p la c e d  o n  a  p la t e  a n d  s e t  b u r n in g .  T h c  s m o k e ,  
w h ic h  w a s  n o t  v e r y  c o n s id e r a b le ,  w a s  h e ld  u n d e r  t h e  n o s t r i l s  o f  t h e  g i r l  w lio  
b e c a m e  e x t r e m e ly  r e s t le s s  a n d  o ff e r e d  to  d e p a r t .  A l l  t h i s  t im e  i t  w a s  tb e  
s p i r i t  p r o f e s s in g  to  s p e a k  t h r o u g h  h e r . T h e  e x o r c is e r  m a d e  t h e  g i r l  t o u c h  
h i s  f e e t  a n d  s o le m n ly  s w e a r  t h a t ,  t h e  p r o m is e  w o u ld  b e  k e p t .  T h e  n e x t  
m o m e n t  th e  g ir l  r e g a in e d  a l l  h e r  s e n s e s .  S h e  s a t  u p  a n d  lo o k e a  w o n d e r in g ly  
a t  t h e  s t r a n g e  fa c e s  r o u n d  h e r  a n d  a s k e d  h e r  fa t h e r ,  in  h e r  o w n  la n g u a g e ,



w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  ‘H e r  fa t h e r  t o ld  m e  t h a t  s in c e  t h e  f ir s t  a t t a c k  o f  
h y s t e r ia  s u c h  a  c o m p le te  c h a n g e  h a d  n e v e r  ta k e n  p la c e . 1 n  a  f e w  d a y s  t h e  
g i r l  c o m p le t e ly  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  w a s  r e s to r e d  t o  h e r  o r d in a r y  h e a lth .

'* I  h a v e  s t a t e d  t h e  f a c t s  a s  I  s a w  th em *  I  o f f e r  n o  o p in io n  o n  w h a t  I  
s a w , b u t  th e r e  c a n n o t  b e  t b e  f a in t e s t  s u s p ic io n  o f  im p o s t u r e  in  t h i s  c a s e .  
I n  fa c t ,  a  m o r e  u n l ik e ty  f a m ily  in  w h ic h  s u c h  a  c a s e  c o u ld  o c c u r  ca to n o t b e  
c o n c e iv e d .  T h e  g ir l  f e ig n e d  n o t h in g ,  th e  p a r e n t s  h a v e  n o  b e l ie f  in  s p ir i t -  
p o s s e s s io n  a n d  s u c h  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  a s  r a r e  a s  i t  i s  e x tr a o r d in a r y ."

The death of Mrs. General Morgan of Ootaca- 
Dcath o f  mund is a personal bereavement to me, as the deaths 

Mrs. E . H . of old friends always are. She aud her dear husband 
Morgan. proved themselves staunch, true and unselfish friends 

of H. P. B. and myself in the old dark days when 
friends were needed ; they gave us their hospitality, and unstintedly, 
their moral support, from first to last. General and Mrs. Morgan 
have lived at Ooty since 1 8 4 5 , and the district is indebted to them 
for the introduction of the Australian Eucalyptus, the Assam tea 
plant and, to a great extent, the Cinchona. Her loss will long be 
felt, and all old Theosophists will send sympathetic thoughts to her 
venerable husband.

•  •

Another old and dear colleague has departed, viz., Martandrow 
Babaji Nagnath, one of the oldest Iudian Members of the Society.

The readers of “ Old Diary Leaves ” will remember the story of 
his conscientious devotion to principle when put to the test by me 
in a supposititious case, and of the joy given to H. P. B. and myself 
thereby (Theosophist, November, 1 8 9 4 .). A brave soul like that it is 
an honor to have known.

* \
In a recent letter from Babu Sarat Chandra 

Errata. Das he calls attention to the following mistakes 
which appeared in his letter to the Editor of the 

Theosophist, which was published in our December issue. In the 
paragraph opposite the copy of the characters written by H. P. B., 
p. 1 7 8 , the word which was printed “ Yug" should have been Yugur. 
“ Uggnr ” should also have been “ Yugur,” and after the last word 
inthe sentence the following should be added :—"but evidently 
begins with Om, on the first compartment 0 11 the left.”

O11 page 1 7 9 , near the close of the first paragraph, the word 
“ Sambara” should read Sam vara, and the Tibetan le de-mchog 
should read bde-mchog.

A
We have received the circular sent out from the

The Ashrama which has been established at Mayavati, 
A dvaita  Kumaon, Himalayas. It is signed by Mrs. C. E. 
Ashrama. Sevier, J. H. Sevier and Swarupananda and, as stated 

in the tex t:
H e r e  i t  i s  h o p e d  to  k e e p  A d v a i t a  fr e e  fr o m  a l l  s u p e r s t i t io u s  a n d  w e a k e n *  

i n g  c o n ta m in a t io n s .  H e r e  w i l l  b e t a u g h t  a n d  p r a c t is e d  n o t h in g  b u t  t h e  d o c 
t r in e  o f  U n i t y ,  p u r e  a n d  s i m p l e ; a n d  t h o u g h  in  e n t ir e  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  a l l  
o th e r  s y s t e m s ,  t h is  A s h r a m a  i s  d e d ic a te d  to  A d v a i t a  a n d  A d v a i t a  a l o n e .

Indian and European men and women will here be trained as 
teachers, side by side, and those who are willing to devote their 
lives to this work are invited to join the Ashrama.

# * #



A  Modest In a small book recently sent us for review we
Request. • find the subjoined :—

“ D e a r  R e a d e r ,— K in d ly  a l lo w  m e  t o  a s k  a  s m a l l  f a v o u r  o f  y o n ,  w h ic h  i s  
o n ly  t h a t  y o n  w il l  n o t  o p e n  t h i s  bD ok w i t h o u t  f ir s t  r e a d in g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
s h o r t  s t o r y .” *  e

We should have been pleased to comply with the author’s 
“ small request” but, unfortunately, we have not the gift of clair
voyance, so the book was opened first.

A correspondent of the Indian M irror announces 
A  Buddhist that the Buddhists of Arakan and Chittagong have 

Monastery purchased a piece of land iu Calcutta on which to 
in C alattta . build a monastery, which is to serve both as a resi

dence for bhikshus and a rest-house for pilgrims on 
their way to the four sacred shrines in Upper India. He appeals for 
pecuniary help to put up the building, and we hope he may be suc
cessful, as the object is an entirely worthy one.

Iu our spiritual nature we are like automatic 
Higher and  valves. As long as we open ourselves to the lower 

lower valves, motive and indulgence we close ourselves to the 
higher by that very impulse. When we close the 

lower we open the^higher. The choice is always ours.
C. B. Newcomb.

•  *

In a recent issue of L igh t (London) we find a
L ord  very sympathetic notice of the life of Lord Gaurauga. 

Gauravga. After alluding to his wonderful beauty of form—so 
beautiful “ that’every one who saw him asked if he 

were a'child of the Gods”—the writer adds :
W e  c a n n o t  s a y ’ t h a t  n e c e s s a r i ly  t h i s  i s  a l l  u n fo u n d e d  e x a g g e r a t io n .  W e  

do n o t  k n o w  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  fo r  a  s p ir i t u a l  in f lu e n c e  o f  a  h ig h  d e g r e e  t o  
form  fo r  i t s e l f  a  h u m a n  m e d iu m , n o r  w h y ,  e v e n  in  t h e  w o m b , t h e r e  m a y  n o t  
begin t h e  ' p r e p a r in g  o f  th e  b o d y ,’ t h e  e v o lv in g  o f  t h a  c o n d it io n s ,  t h e  p e r f e c t 
in g  o f  t h e  in s t r u m e n t  b y  s p ir i t u a l  a g e n c y .  S o  fa r  a s  o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  
law s o f  s p i r i t  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  m a t t e r  g o e s ,  th e r e  i s  u n d o u b t e d ly  m u c h  t h a t  
fa v o u rs  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s .  A n d , n a t u r a l ly ,  a  s p ir i t u a l  in t e l l i g e n c e  o f  a  h ig h  
degree  w o u ld  p r e p a r e  fo r  i t s e l f  a  f i t t in g  m e d iu m , o n e  o f  b e a u t y  a n d  s t r e n g t h  
in in t e l l e c t  a n d  fo r m . T h is  i s  o n e  o f  th e  f a s c in a t in g  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  m u s t  y e t  
be le f t  o p e n  fo r  d is c u s s io n  b y  u s  'm o r t a l s .  W e r e  i t  u n d e r s to o d  i t  w o u ld  
exp la in  m u c h  t h a t  s p l i t s  C h r is t e n d o m  in t o  c o n t e s t in g  f a c t io n s ,  a n d  w e  m ig h t  
then  r e a l ly  h o p e  fo r  a  C a th o l ic  C h r is t ia n  C h u r c h .

T h is  m u c h  w e  c a n  s a y ,  t h a t  N im a i  w a s  e f f e c t iv e ly  d e v e lo p e d  a s  a  p o w e r 
fu l m e d iu m  b y  a  v e r y  p o w e r fu l  a n d  fa r  a d v a n c e d  w i l l .  I t  i s  c la im e d  t h a t  h e  
was a n  A v a tft r  o f  S r t  K r is h n a ,  a n d  i t  s e e m s  n o t  a t  a l l  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  t h e  s p ir i t  
who i l lu m in e d  S r i  K r is h n a ,  f in d in g  in  N im a i  a  f i t t in g  in s t r u m e n t  fo r  a  g r e a t  
work, d e v e lo p e d  a n d  p u r if ie d  h im  u n t i l  i t  o b t a in e d  c o m p le te  c o n tr o l  o v e r  h is  
p er so n a lity . A n d  m u c h  h a d  t o  b e  d o n e  in  t h e  w a y  o f  c o n tr o l  b e fo r e  t h i s  
was a c c o m p lis h e d ,  fo r  N im a i  w a s  n a t u r a l ly  v e r y  s e l f - w i l le d .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  
in crease  o f  t h e  c o n tr o l ,  t h i s  s e l f - w i l l  a n d  h is  p r id e  o f  in t e l l e c t  w e r e  t a k e n  
from h im  a n d  t h e  o r ig in a l  N im a i  c e a s e d  t o  b e . H e  b e c a m e  t h e  m o s t  h u m b le  
of m en,



Hegel'said,(“ Men are all suckled by the universal 
A n  Ethos/' This of course is only so much nonsense to

Im m aterial everybody who quotes it without knowing what
M atter. Hegel precisely meaut when he used the word.

And it is very likely that Hegel did not himself know 
to a nicety what he meant, when he delivered the oracle. If  
we take Ethos here as Greek it has no sense at all. Ethos means 
an accustomed seat, the haunt of an animal, and by metaphorical 
extension it reaches to morals, or the manners of men. But a meta
phor cannot suckle mankind, so in this sense Hegel's employment 
of the word is absolute nonsense. We may leave Hegel to give his 
own definition of it, and make a sense for himself if he can. But 
what is curious is this, Hegel is evidently assuming in these words, 
that all men are backed up alike by the pervasive spirit of the 
universe.

Now if you take Dalton’s theory of atoms as all of them 
being globular, and therefore impinging upon one another mutu
ally at one point only, imagination must supply a universally per
vasive something to make them at all workable and to fill up the 
inevitable interspaces.

Democritus invented this atom to account for and explain the 
substance of matter. But the remark, just made above, shows that it 
does not account for matter until you interstitially embrace each 
globule with a something subtler than matter can furnish forth. 
Thus if we should think fit to say “ Every globule of Dalton's 
atomic matter is suckled by a universal Ether ” (not Ethos) we 
shall be very near indeed to a sentence that abolishes matter (consi
dered as an E ns primigenum) from creation, or from the history of 
Genesis. The nebulous Ethos of Hegel takes, in this way, an astral 
shape in Ether just in the same fashion as Dalton’s atomic theory 
has pushed chemical physics into metaphysics, which is ground 
forbidden to the naturalist.

C. A. W.

The President-Founder will, if nothing now un. 
The foreseeh should occur to prevent it, begin a second

Presidents round-the-world tour on the 1 7 th February next, by
next long sailing from Colombo for Naples in a steamer of the

tour. Nord Deutscher Lloyds Company. From Naples he
will visit our Italian Branches ; thence proceeding 

on to Germany where, under Dr. Hiibbe Schleiden’s guidance, he 
will meet our old and new colleagues in that Empire, Thence on 
to London, where his niece and adopted daughter, Miss Mitchell, 
will join him. The Scandinavian countries, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark and Finland, will be visited in May and the French 
Branches in June. In July he will preside at the Convention of 
the European Section at London, and, he hopes, also at the Inter
national Theosophie Congress at Paris. After this his present 
plan is to cross the Atlantic to Boston and begin a trans-American 
official tour to San Francisco, going to our Branches up and 
down the Pacific Coast; thence homeward via. Honolulu, Hong 
Kong and Colombo, He hopes to be back at Adyar late in Novem
ber.


