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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.
[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.]

OLD DIARY LEAVES*
F o c r t h  S e r i e s , C h a p t e r  I V ,

I
T  w a s  r e m a r k e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  l a s t  C h a p t e r  t h a t  w e  w e r e  now 

a b o u t  t o  r e v i e w  s o m e  d i s a g r e e a b l o  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h a t  y e a r  ( 1 8 8 8 )  in  

w h i c h  H . P . B .  w a n  a  c o n s p ic u o u s  f a c t o r .  I f  s h e  h a d  b e e n  j n s t  a n  o r d i -  

n a r y  p e r s o n  h id d e n  b e h in d  t h e  s c r e e n  o f  d o m e s t i c i t y ,  t h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  

w i t h o u t  b r i n g i n g  h e r  o n  t h e  s t a g e  : o r ,  i f  t h e  t r u t h  h a d  b e e n  t o l d  

a b o u t  h e r  b y  f r i e n d  a n d  fo e ,  I  m i g h t  h a ve l e f t  h e r  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  

h e r  k a r m a ,  s h o w i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w h a t  g r e a t  p a r t  s h e  h a d  p l a y e d  in  

i t  a u d  t o  h o w  g r e a t  a  c r e d i t  s h e  w a s  e n t i t l e d .  B u t  s h e  l i a s  s h a r e d  

t h e  f a t e  o f  a l l  p u b l i c  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  m a r k  in  h u m a n  a f f a ir s ,  h a v i n g  

b e e n  a b s u r d l y  f l a t t e r e d  a n d  w o r s h i p p e d  b y  o n e  p a r t y ,  a n d  m e r c i ­

l e s s l y  w r o n g e d  b y  t h e  o t h e r .  U n l e s s ,  t h e n ,  h e r  m o s t  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d  

a n d  c o l l e a g u e ,  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d e r - u p  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  h a d  c a s t  a s i d e  

t b e  r e s e r v e  h e  b a d  a l l  a l o n g  m a in t a in e d  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  p r e ­

s e r v e ,  t h e  r e a l  p e r s o n a g e  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  h e r  c o n ­

t e m p o r a r i e s  n o r  j u s t i c e  d o n e  t o  h e r  r e a l ly  g r a n d  c h a r a c t e r .  T h a t  s h e  w a s  

g r e a t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t h o r o u g h  a l t r u i s m  o f  h e r  p u b l i c  w o r k ,  i s  u n q u e s ­

t i o n a b l e  : in  h e r  t i m e s  o f  e x a l t a t i o n  s e l f  w a s  d r o w n e d  i n  t h e  y e a r n i n g  t o  

s p r e a d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  d o  h e r  M a s t e r ' s  b id d in g .  S h e  n e v e r  s o ld  h e r  r ic h  

s t o r e  o f  o c c u l t  k n o w l e d g e  f o r  m o n e y ,  n o r  b a r t e r e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  p e r ­

s o n a l  a d v a n t a g e .  S h e  v a l u e d  h e r  l i f e  a s  n o t h i n g  a s  b a la n c e d  a g a i n s t  

s e r v i c e ,  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  g i v e n  i t  a s  j o y f u l l y  a s  a n y  r e l i g i o u s  m a r t y r  i f  

t h e  o c c a s io n  h a d  s e e m e d  t o  d e m a n d  t h e  s a c r i f i c e .  T h e s e  t e n d e n c i e s  a n d  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t r a i t s  s h e  h a d  b r o u g h t  o v e r  w i t h  h e r  f r o m  t h e  l o n g  l i n e  o f  

r e i n c a r n a t i o n s  in  w h ic h  s h e  (a n d ,  i n  s o m e ,  w e )  h a d  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in  

l i k e  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  w e r e  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  h e r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y — h i g h ,  n o b le ,  

i d e a l l y  l o y a l ,  w o r t h y ,  n o t  o f  b e in g  w o r s h i p p e d ,— f o r  n o  h u m a n  b e i n g

*  T h r e e  v o lu m e s ,  iu s e r ie s  o f  t h ir t y  c h a p te r * , t r a c in g  t h e  h is to r y  o f  th e  
T h e o s o p h ic * I S o c ie t y  fr o m  I t s  b e g in n in g s  a t  N e w  Y o rk , h a v e  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  Theo*o- 
phi*t, a n d t h e  f ir s t  v o lu m e  i* a v a ila b le  in  boolc fo r m . P r ic e ,  o lo th , U s . 3* 8 -0  o f  
p ap er, B s . 2*8:0 .



o u g h t  t o  b e  m a d e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  s l a v i s h  a d o r a t i o n — b n t  o f  a s p i r a t i o n  t o  b e  

l i k e  i t .  H e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  a f f a ir ,  a n d  a f f o r d e d  a  s t r o n g  

b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h r o w  o u t  h e r  i n t e r i o r  b r i g h t n e s s  i n t o  s t r o n g e r  r e l i e f .  I n  

t h e  m a t t e r  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s i o n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  f r o n t  s h e  p r e s e n t s  

t o  m e  in  h e r  l e t t e r s  i s  u n l o v e l y  t o  a  d e g r e e  : l a n g u a g e  v i o l e n t ,  p a s s i o n  

r a g i n g ,  s c o r n  a n d  s a t i r e  p o o r ly  c o v e r e d  b y  a  s k in  o f  s o f t  t a l k ;  a  d i s ­

p o s i t i o n  t o  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  t h e  “  r e d  t a p e  ”  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s  m i l d  c o n s t i ­

t u t io n ,  a n d  t o  r u le  o r  r u i n  a s  I  m i g h t  d e c id e  t o  r a t i f y  o r  d i s a v o w  h e r  

a r b i t r a r y  a n d  u t t e r l y  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t s  ; a  s n i f f in g  a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  a n d  

C o u n c i l l o r s ,  w h o m  s h e  d id  n o t  c h o o s e  t o  h a v e  s t a n d  i n  h e r  w a y ,  a  s h a r p  

a n d  s l a s h i n g  c r i t i c i s m  o f  c e r t a i n  o f  b e r  E u r o p e a n  c o - w o r k e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

o f  t h e  o n e  m o s t  p r o m in e n t  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  w h o s e  i n i t i a l s  

s h e  p a r e n t h e s i s e d  a f t e r  t h e  w o r d  “  S a t a n , ”  a n d  a n  a p p e a l  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  

n o t  l e t  o u r  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  a s s o c i a t e d  w o r k  b e  l o s t  in  t h e  b r e a k in g  n p  o f  

t l i e  T . S .  i n t o  t w o  u n r e la t e d  b o d ie s ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  a n d  t h e  W e s t e r n  T h e o ­

s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t i e s .  I n  s h o r t ,  s h e  w r i t e s  l i k e  a  m a d  p e r s o n  a n d  i n  t l i e  

t o n e  o f  a  h y p e r - e x c i t e d  h y s t e r i c a l  w o m a n ,  f i g h t i n g  f o r  h e r  g o o d  n a m o  

a g a i n s t  t h e  b la c k  m a l i c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y - C o u l o m b - H o d g s o n  

a s s a u l t ,  a n d  f o r  h e r  l i f e  a g a i n s t  a  n u m b e r  o f  p h y s i c a l  a i l m e n t s  w h i c h  

t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  c a r r i e d  h e r  o ff .  Y e t ,  i l l  in  b o d y  a n d  u p s e t  in  m in d  a s  s h e  

m a y  h a v e  b e e n ,  s h e  w a s  s t i l l  a  m i g h t y  f a c t o r  f o r  m e  t o  d e a l  w i t h ,  a n d  

f o r c e d  m e  t o  c h o o s e  w h i c h  l i n e  o f  p o l i c y  I s h o u ld  f o l l o w  a l o n g .  T h e  f i r s t  

c o n n t  i n  h e r  i n d i c t m e n t  a g a i n s t  m e  ( f o r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  moresuo, i t  w a s  a l l  m y  

f a u l t )  w a s  t h a t  I  h a d  d e c id e d  a g a i n s t  b e r  f a v o r i t e ,  in  a n  a r b i t r a t i o n  I  

h a d  h e l d  a t  P a r i s ,  t b a t  y e a r ,  b e t w e e n  t w o  o p p o s i n g  p a r t i e s  a m o n g  t h e  

F r e n c h  T h e o s o p h i s t s  ; ifc w a s ,  s h e  w r i t e s  m e ,  “ n o  m i s t a k e ,  b u t  a  c r i m e  

p e r p e t r a t e d  b y  y o u  a g a i n s t  T h e o s o p h y  ( d o u b l y  u n d e r s c o r e d ) ,  i n  f n l l  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  w h a t  X .  i s  a n d  f e a r  o f  Y . . .  O l c o t t ,  m y  f r i e n d ,  y o u  a r e —  

bufc I  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  h u r t  y o u r  fe e l in g .* ,  a n d  w i l l  n o t  s a y  t o  y o u  w h a t  

y o u  a r e .  I f  y o u  d o  n o t  feel and realize it yourself, t h e n  a l l  I  c a n  s a y  

w i l l  b e  u s e l e s s .  A s  f o r  P . *  y o u  b a v e  p u t. y o u r s e l f  e n t i r e l y  in  h i s  h a n d s ,  

a n d  y o u  h a v e  s a c r i f i c e d  T h e o s o p h y ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  t h e  T .  S .  in

F r a n c e ,  o u t  o f  f e a r  o f  t h a t  w r e t c h e d  l i t t l e ---------------- E n c o u r a g i n g

p r a i s e s ,  t h e s e ,  f o r  a  p o o r  f e l l o w  w h o  w a s  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  a l l  h i s  m i g h t  

t o  s t e e r  t h e  s h  ip  o n  i t s  c o u r s e ,  k e e p i n g  c l e a r  o f  t h e  s h o a l s  a n d  r o c k s  

w h i c h  w r e c k  s o  m a n y  s o c i e t i e s ,  a n d  a r e  d o u b l y  d a n g e r o u s  t o  v e s s e l s  

m a n n e d  b y  c r a n k y  c r e w s .  S h e  h a d  b a t c h e d  o u t  a  n e w  S e c t i o n ,  w i t h  

h e r s e l f  e l e c t e d  a s  “  P r e s i d e n t , ”  t a k e n  a  c o m m o d io u s  h o u s e ,  a n d  h a d  a  

s i g n b o a r d  r e a d y  t o  h a v e  p a in t e d  o n  i t  e i t h e r  “  E u r o p e a n  H e a d q u a r t e r s  

o f  t h e  T . S . ”  o r  “  W e s t e r n  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y . ”  S e e m i n g  t o  s u s p e c t  

t h a t  I  m i g h t  n o t  l i k e  i t  very m u c h  to  h a v e  t h e  w h o l e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  i h e  

S o c i e t y  u p s e t  t o  g r a t i f y  h e r  w h i m ,  a n d  r e m e m b e r i n g  o f  o l d  t h a t  

t h e  m o r e  s h e  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  m o r e  s t u b b o r n  i t  m a d e  m e ,  s h e  w r i t e s  : 

“  N o w  lo o k  h e r e ,  O lc o t t .  I t  i s  v e r y  p a i n f u l ,  m o s t  p a i n f u l ,  f o r  m e  t o  

h a v e  t o  p u t  t o  y o u  w b a t  t h e  F r e n c h  c a l l  marclu' en main, a n d  t o  

h a v e  y o n  c h o o s e .  Y o n  w i l l  s a y  a g a in  t h a t  y o u  “  h a t e  t h r e a t s , ”  a n d

*  A  F r e n c h m a n ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  e x p e l l e d  f r o m  t h e  S o c i e t y .



t h e s e  w i l l  o n l y  m a k e  y o u  m o r e  s t u b b o r n .  B u t  t h i s  i s  h o  t h r e a t  a t  a l l ,  

b u t  a  fa it accompli. I t  r e m a in s  w i t h  y o u  t o  e i t h e r  r a t i f y  i t  o r  t o  g o  

a g a i n s t  i t ,  a n d  d e c la r e  w a r  to  m e  a n d  m y  E s o t e r i c i s t s .  I f ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  

t h e  u t m o s t  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  s ^ e p , y o u  s u b m i t  t o  t b e  i n e x o r a b l e  e v o l u t i o n  

o f  t h i n g s ,  n o t h i n g  w i l l  b e  c h a n g e d .  A d y a r  a n d  E u r o p e  w i l l  r e m a in  

a l l i e s  a n d ,  to all appearance, t h e  l a t t e r  w i l l  s e e m  t o  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

f o r m e r .  I f  y o u  d o  n o t  r a t i f y  i t — w e l l ,  t h e n  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  t w o  T h e o s o ­

p h i c a l  S o c i e t i e s ,  t b e  o ld  I n d i a n  a n d  t h e  n e w  E u r o p e a n ,  entirely indepen­
dent of each other” H o b s o n ’s  c h o ic e ,  i n  a  w o r d  ! A f t e r  t h i s ,  o n e  n e e d  n o t  

b e  a s t o n i s h e d  t o  s e e  b e r  s a y i n g : “  I  w r i t e  in all calmness a n d  a f t e r  f u l l  

d e l i b e r a t i o n ,  y o u r  h a v i n g  g r a n t e d  t h e  C h a r t e r  t o  P .  h a v i n g  o n l y  

p r e c i p i t a t e d  m a t t e r s  ! ”

T h i s  s t a n d - a n d - d e l i v e r  u l t i m a t u m  n a t u r a l l y  f r i g h t e n e d  t h e  “  m i l d  

H i n d u  M M e m b e r s  o f  o u r  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  t o  f i t s ,  a u d  i n v o l v e d  a n o t h e r  

v i s i t  t o  E u r o p e  i n  1 8 8 9 .  T h e  P a r i s  a r b i t r a t i o n  a b o v e  r e f e r r e d  t o  o c c u r r e d  

d u r i n g  m y  E u r o p e a n  v i s i t  o f  1 8 8 8 ,  w h i c h  k e p t  m e  t h e r e  f r o n t  A u g u s t  

2 6 t h  t o  O c t o b e r  2 2 n d ,  a n d  w a s  m n d e  a t  t h e  e n t r e a t y  o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  

C o u n c i l ,  a s  t b e  t o n e  o f  H .  P .  B . ' s  l e t t e r s  h a d  a l a r m e d  t h e m  f o r  t b e  

s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  m o v e m e u t  in  t h e  W e s t .  T h e  t o u r  s h o u l d ,  b y  r i g h t s ,  

h a v e  b e e n  m e u t io n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  s p l i t  a b o v e  

a l l u d e d  to ,  b n t  H .  P .  B . ’s  l e t t e r s  l y i n g  n e a r e s t  t o  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  t r o u b le  

b e i n g  c o n t in u o u s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t w o  s u c c e s s i v e  y e a r s ,  I  t o o k  i t  u p  f i r s t .

T h e  P a r i s  i m b r o g l i o  s p r a n g  o u t  o f  a  d i s t u r b a n c e  i u  t h e  “  I s i s  ”  

B r a n c h ,  f o u n d e d  b y  t h e  l a t e  r e g r e t t e d  M . L o u i s  D r a m a r d ,  a f t e r  

h i s  d e c e a s e .  A  h y p e r - s e n s i t i v e  y o u n g  m a n ,  n a m e d  G a b o r ia u ,  w h o  

s h o w e d  a n  e x c e s s i v e  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  T h e o s o p h y  b u t  s m a l l  e x e c u t i v e  

f a c u l t y ,  a n d  w h o  b a d  b e e n  t a k e n  u p  a s  a  p r o t e g d  b y  H .  P .  B . ,  

w a s  s p e n d i n g  a  s m a l l  p a t r i m o n y ,  j u s t  i n h e r i t e d ,  o u  T h e o s o p h ic a l  

p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  le a d  t h e  I s i s  T .  S .  a l o n g  i t s  d i f f i c u l t  

p a t h ,  i n  d o i n g  t h i s  b e  l ia d  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  in  d i s p u t e s  in  w h i c h

H .  P .  B . h a d  t a k e n  h i s  s id e  a n d  m a d e  a  b a d  m e s s  f o r  m e  b y  g i v i n g  h im ,  

i n  h e r  r e a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  C o - F o u n d e r  a n d  h e r  a s s m n e d  o n e  o f  m y  r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e ,  w i t h  fu ll discretionary poicersy a  c h a r t e r  o f  a  s w e e p i n g  a n d  

u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c h a r a c t e r ,  w h i c l i  p r a c t i c a l l y  l e t  h i m  d o  a s  h e  p l e a s e d .  

T h i s  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  b y  s o m e  o f  h i s  s o b e r e r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  

r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  a r o s e ,  a n d  a n  a p p e a l  w a s  m a d e  to  m e .  A f t e r  m y  a r r i v a l  

a t  L o n d o n  a  c i r c u l a r  w a s  i s s u e d  t o  e a c h  r e g i s t e r e d  F r e n c h  m e m b e r ,  

a p p o i n t i n g  a  t i m e  a n d  p la c e  o f  m e e t i n g  in  P a r i s ,  a n d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  I 7t b ,  

m y  f o r m a l  d e c i s i o n  w a s  r e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  a s s e m b l y .  T h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

r e o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  I s i s  T .  S .  b e i n g  e v i d e n t ,  a  n e w  C h a r t e r  w a s  g r a n t e d  t o  

a  n e w  B r a n c h ,  t h e  H e r m e ? ,”  a n d  t h e  n o w  l a m e n t e d  M .  A r t h u r  A r n o u ld ,  

t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  a u t h o r ,  w a s  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t ; M . E u g e n e  N u s ,  t h e  

h i s t o r i a n ,  a n d  G e o r g e s  C a m in a d e  d ’A n g e r s ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s  ; G e r a r d  

E n c a u s s e ,  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  ; a n d  C .  D u b o n r g  a n d  J u l i e n  L e j a y ,  

S e c r e t a r i e s *  A  l a r g e  r o l l  o f  m e m b e r s  w a s  in s c r i b e d  a n d  t h e  y o u n g  

B r a n c h  b e g a n  i t s  c a r e e r .  M y  a c t io n  i n  t h i s  a f f a ir  w a s  t a k e n  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  m y  b e s t  j u d g m e n t ,  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  a l l  t h a t  w a s  t o  b e  s a id  a n d  s e e i n g



e v e r y b o d y  c o n c e r n e d ;  I  b e l i e v e  i t  l o  h a v e  b e e n  t b e  b e s t  n n d e r  e x i s t i n g  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h o u g h  i t  t h r e w  M . G a b o r ia u  o u t  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  r u n n i n g ,  

c a u s e d  h im  a u d  s o m e  o f  b i s  f e w  f o l l o w e r s  t o  d e n o u n c e  m e  u n q u a l i f i e d l y ,  

a u d  l e d  t o  a  p i t c h e d  b a t t l e ,  a s  o n e  m i g h t  s a y ,  b e t w e e n  H .  P .  B .  a n d  

m y s e l f  o n  m y  r e t u r n  t o  L o n d o n .  T h e  s e q u e l  i s  a b o v e  s h o w n  in  h e r  

r e v o l u t io n a r y  a c t io n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r e - o r g a n i s a t io n  a t  L o n d o n .

It. w a s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t o u r  t h a t  I  m a d e  t h e  a c q u a in t a n c e  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

F .  M a x  M u l l e r ,  a n d  v i s i t e d  h im  a t  O x f o r d ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  g o o d  e n o u g h  

t o  h a v e  m e  m e e t  S i r  W i l l i a m  W .  H u d  t e r ,  k.c.h.i., a n d  t h e  w o r l d - f a m o u s  

P r o f e s s o r  E .  B .  T y lo r ,  t h e  A n t h r o p o l o g i s t .  F r o f .  M u l l e r  w a s  s o  

k i n d  a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  O r ie n t a l  r e p r i n t i n g ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  

p u b l i s h i n g  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  w o r k  w a s  “  n o b le ,  a n d  t h e r e  c o u l d  

b e  n o  t w o  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  i t ,  n o r  w e r e  t h e r e ,  a m o n g  O r i e n t a l i s t s - "  B u t  a s  

f o r  o u r  f a r  m o r e  c h e r i s h e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  s p r e a d  o f  a n c i e n t  

v i e w s  o n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  S i d d h a s  a n d  o f  t h e  siddhU in  m a n ,  h e  w a s  u t ­

t e r l y  i n c r e d u lo u s .  “  W e  k n o w  a l l  a b o u t  S a n s k r i t  a n d  S a n s k r i t  l i t e r a t u r e ,* *  

h e  s a i d } “  a n d  h a v e  f o u n d  n o  e v i d e n c e  a n y w h e r e  o f  t h e  p r e t e n d e d  e s o t e r i c  

m e a n i n g  w h i c h  y o u r  T h e o s o p h i s t s  p r o f e s s  t o  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  iu  t h e  

V e d a s ,  t h e  U p a n i s h a d s  a n d  o t h e r  I n d ia n  S c r i p t u r e s  : t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  o f  

t h e  k i n d ,  I  a s s u r e  y o n .  W h y  w i l l  y o u  s a c r i6c e  a l l  t h e  g o o d  o p i n i o n  

w h i c h  s c h o l a r s  h a v e  o f  y o u r  l e g i t i m a t e  w o r k  f o r  S a n s k r i t  r e v i v a l ,  t o  

p a n d e r  to  t h e  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  in  s u c h  f o l l i e s  ? ” W e  

s a t ,  a lo n e ,  in  h i s  f in e  l ib r a r y  r o o m , w e l l  l i g h t e d  b y  w in d o w s  l o o k i n g  

o u t  o n  o n e  o f  t h o s e  e m e r a l d ,  v e l v e t y  l a w n s  s o  p e c u l i a r  t o  m o i s t  E n g l a n d ; 

t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  c h a m b e r  c o v e r e d  w i t h  b o o k - c a s e s  f i l le d  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  

w o r k s  o f  a n c i e n t  a n d  m o d e r n  w r i t e r s ,  t w o  m a r b le  s t a t u e t t e s  o f  t h e  

B u d d h a  B i t t i n g  i n  m e d i t a t i o n ,  p la c e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  l e f t  o f  t h e  f ir e *  

p la c e ,  b u t  on the hearth ( B u d d h i s t s  t a k e  n o t i c e ) ,  a n d  t h e  g r a n d  o l d  s c h o l a r ,  

a u t h o r ,  d i s c o v e r e r ,  c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t ,  t e a c h e r ,  c o u r t i e r ,  s e a t e d  a t  h i s  l a r g e  

m o r o c c o - c o v e r e d  m a h o g a n y  w r i t i n g - t a b l e ,  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  o f  o n e  w i n d o w  

s h i n i n g  f u l l  in  h i s  f a c e  a n d  a n o t h e r  b e y o n d  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  t a b l e  

b r i n g i n g  o u t  h i s  a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r o f i l e  in  s h a r p  r e l i e f .  H o w  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  

t h a t  t e m p l e  o f  h i g h - t h i n k i n g  c o m e s  b a c k  t o  m y  m e m o r y  o u t  o f  t h e  

l a t e n c y  o f  t h e  a k a s a  ! I  s e e  t h i s  g r e a t e s t  p u p i l  o f  t h a t  p io n e e r  g e n i u s ,  

E .  B u r n o u f ,  s i t t i n g  t h e r e  a n d  g i v i n g  m e  h i s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  a d v i i t e  t o  t u r n  

f r o m  t h e  e v i l  c o u r s e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  in t o  t h e  h a r d  a n d  r o c k y  p a t h  o f  

o f f ic ia l  s c h o l a r s h i p  a n d  b e  h a p p y  t o  l i e  d o w n  in  t h e  t h i s t l e - b e d  p r e p a r e d  

b y  O r i e n t a l i s t s  f o r  t h e i r  c o m m o n  u s e .  A s  h e  w a r m e d  w i t h  h i s  s u b j e c t ,  

t h e  b lo o d  r o s e  t o  h i s  h e a d  n n d  s u f f u s e d  h i s  d e l i c a t e  s k i n ,  h i s  f in e  n o s ­

t r i l s  d i l a t e d ,  a n d  h i s  e y e s  s p a r k le d .  I  s a t  f a c i n g  t h e  f ir e p la c e ,  a t  t h e  

n e a r e r  e n d  o f  t h e  t a b l e ,  w h e r e  I  c o n ld  r e a d  t h e  e m o t io n s  iu  h i s  f a c e  a s  

t h e y  a r o s e ,  l i s t e n  n g  w i t h  t h e  r e s p e c t  t o  w h ic h  s o  a g e d  a n d  s o  i l l u s t r i ­

o u s  a  s c h o l a r  w a* e n t i t l e d .  W h e n  h e  h a d  f in i s h e d ,  I  q u i e t l y  s a id  t b a t  

h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  a  t o  t h e s e  o c c u l t  t h i n g s  w e r e  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  

b e l i e f s  o f  e v e r y  o  ’t h o d o x  p a n d i t ,  f r o m  o n e  e n d  o f  I n d i a  t o  t h e  o t h e r ; 

t h a t  t h e  G u p t a  A id y a  w a s  a  r e c o g n i z e d  e le m e n t  in  H i n d u  r e l i g i o u s  

p h i l o s o p h y ,  a s ,  o 0 c o u r s e ,  li^  k m  w ; m»d 'h a *  " 1, .* n . s* t h e  e d i u



c a t e d  I n d i a n s  i n t o  s y m p a t h y  w ifch  nf), w a s  fche v e r y  f a c t  th afc  w e  b e l i e v e d  

e x a o t l y  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  b e l i e v e d  f r o m  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l  o n  t h e s e  s n b -  

j e c t s .  M o r e o v e r ,  I  w o n ld  v e n fc u r e  t o  d e c la r e  t o  fche P r o f e s s o r  th a fc  1 h a d  

h a d  t h e  o le a r es fc  e v i d e n c e  afc firsfc h a n d s  t h a t  t h e  S i d d h a s ,  o r  M a h a t m a s ,  

l i v e  a n d  w o r k  f o r  h u m a n i t y  fco -d ay  a s  t h e y  e v e r  h a v e  ; a n d  th a fc  t h e  

c l a i m s  o f  P a t a n j a l i  a s  t o  t b e  s i d d h i s  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  

t h e m  w e r e ,  t o  m y  c e r t a i n  k n o w l e d g e ,  t r u e .  T h e  P r o f e s s o r ,  f i n d i n g  m e  

s o  s e l f - o p i n i o n a t e d  a n d  i n d i s p o s e d  fco d e s e r t  m y  c o lo r s ,  s a i d  w e  h a d  

b e t t e r  c h a n g e  t h e  s u b j e c t .  W e  d i d ,  b n t  nofc f o r  l o n g ,  f o r  b e  c a m e  

b a c k  t o  ifc, a n d  w e  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  fco d i s a g r e e ,  p a r t i n g  in  a l l  c o u r t e s y  

a n d ,  o n  m y  o w u  p a r t ,  w ifch  r e g r e t  fchafc s o  g r ea fc  a  m in d  c o u ld  nofc h a v e  

t a k e n  i n  th afc  s p l e n d i d  fc e a c h in g  o f  t h e  S a g e s  a b o u t  m a n  a n d  h i s  

p o w e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  o f  a l l  in  t h e  w o r ld  t h e  m osfc s a t i s f y i n g  fco fche r e a s o n  

a n d  m o s t  c o n s o l i n g  t o  fche h e a r t .

T h e  t o u r  o f  1 8 8 8  t o o k  m e  t o  L o n d o n ,  L iv e r p o o l ,  C a m b r id g e ,  G l a s ­

g o w ,  P a r i s  a n d  B o l o g n a .  I  c a l l e d  t w o  C o n v e n t i o n s  a t  L o n d o n ,  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  B r a n c h e s ,  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  c h a r t e r e d  a  B r i t i s h  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

T . S .  a n d  i s s u e d  a n  o r d e r  in  C o u n c i l  f o r m i n g  a n  E so fc e r ic  S e c t i o n ,  

w ifch M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  a s  ifcs r e s p o n s ib le  h e a d ,  lfc w a s  t h u s  w o r d e d  :

L on  d o n , October 9 th, 1 8 8 8 .

T u e  E s o t e r i c  S e c t i o n  o p  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t t .

I .  T o  p r o m o t e  fche e s o t e r ic  in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  b y  th e  
d e e p e r  s t u d y  o f  e s o t e r ic  p h i lo s o p h y ,  th e r e  is  h e r e b y  o r g a n is e d  a  b o d y ,  to  b e  
k n o w n  a s  fche “  E s o t e r ic  S e c t io n  o f  fche T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y ."

IT. T h e  c o n s t i t u t io n  a n d  s o le  d ir e c t io n  o f  fche s a m e  is  v e s t e d  in  M a d a m e  

f i .  P .  B la v a t s k y ,  a s  i t s  H e a d ; s h e  i s  s o le ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fco t h e  m e m b e r s  fo r  re*' 

s u it s ;  a n d  t h e  S e c t io n  h a s  n o  o ff ic ia l  o r  c o r p o r a t e  c o n n e c t io n  w it h  t h e  E x o ­
te r ic  S o c ie t y ,  s a v e  in  t h e  p e r so n  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t - F o u n d e r .

P e r s o n s  w is h in g  to  j o in  t h e  S e c t io n ,  a n d  w i l l in g  to  a b id e  b y  i t s  r u le s ,  
s h o u ld  c o m m u n ic a t e  d ir e c t ly  wifch M a d a m e  H . P .  B la v a t s k y ,  17 , L a n s d o w n e  
R o a d , H o l la n d  P a r k ,  L o n d o u , W .

( S i g n e d )  H . S .  O l c o t t ,

A t t e s t : President in Council.
H .  P .  B l a v a t s k v ,

Corresponding Secretary.
T h is  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  E .  S .  T .  m o v e m e n t .,  n o w  s o  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

a n  o n e  a s  c a r r i e d  o n  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  fche c h o s e n  s u c c e s s o r  o f  H .  P .  B .  

T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  m y  t h r o w i n g  t h e  w h o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e s u l t s  u p o n

H . P .  B .  w a s  t h a t  s h e  b a d  a l r e a d y  m a d e  o n e  f a i l u r e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t io n  a t  

A d y a r  i n  1 8 8 4 ,  w h e n  s h e ,  w i t h  T .  S u b b a r o w ,  O a k l e y ,  D a m o d a r  a n d  

o t h e r s ,  t r i e d  t o  o r g a n iz e  a  s e c r e t  c l a s s ,  o r  g r o u p ,  w h o s e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  

t o  b a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  m o r e  c l o s e l y  in t o  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h $  M a s t e r s ,  b u t  

w h i c h  f a i l e d ,  a n d  I  d id  n o t  c a r e  t o  b e  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  fche f u lf i lm e n t ;  o f  

a n y  s p e c i a l  e n g a g e m e n t s  s h e  m i g h t  m a k e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  s e t  o f  s t u d e n t s  

s h e  w a s  n o w  g a t h e r i n g  a b o u t  h e r ,  in  h e r  d i s t u r b e d  s t a t e  o f  m in d .  I  

h e l p e d  b e r  w r i t e  s o m e  o f  h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  d i d  a l l  I  c o u ld  t o  m a k e  

t h e  w a y  e a s y  f o r  h e r ,  b u t  t b a t  w a s  a l l .  L a t e r ,  w h e n  1  f o u n d  t h a t  t h o s e



w h o  e n t e r e d  i h e  E .  S .  w e r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  g e t t i n g ,  I  

t o o k  a  m o r e  d e c id e d  s t a n d  i n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  a n d  n o w  h a v e  n o t h i n g  b a t  

p r a i s e  t o  e x p r e s s  f o r  t h e  w a y  in  w h i c h  t h e  p r e s e n t  H e a d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h e r  a r m y  o f  v o l u n t a r i l y  e n r o l l e d  s t u d e n t s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  

t i m e ,  i t  m n s t  n e v e r  b e  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  E .  S .  T .  i s  not t h e  T .  S .  n o r  

t h a t  i t s  R u l e s  a r e  b i n d i n g  o n l y  n p o n  m e m b e r s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h a t  

s p e c i a l  S c h o o l ; n o r  t h a t  i t  w o n ld  b e  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t b e  T .  S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

f o r  i t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e i r  r i g h t s  o f  p r i v a t e  j u d g m e n t  ; n o r  t h a t  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  i s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t o  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  

m e m b e r ,  o f  w h a t s o e v e r  r e l i g i o n ,  r a c e ,  s e x ,  o r  c o lo r ,  h i s  o r  h e r  p e r s o n a l  

l i b e r t y  o f  b e l i e f  a n d  s p e e c h .

N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  P a r i s  q u a r r e l  w e r e  t o  b l a m e ,  

t h e y  h a v i n g  g i v e n  w a y  t o  p e r s o n a l  j e a l o u s i e s ,  o b l i t e r a t e d  t h e  l a n d - m a r k s  

o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  f a l l e n  i n t o  a  s t r i f e  f o r  s u p r e m a c y ,  w i t h  m u t o a l  a b u s e ,  

o r a l  a n d  p r in t e d .  I  f i r s t  t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  d i s s e n t i e n t s  t o  w o r k  h a r m o n i o u s ­

l y  u n d e r  t h e  o ld  c h a r t e r  a n d ,  t h i s  f a i l i n g ,  o f f e r e d  t h e  t w o  p a r t i e s ,  

M . G a b o r ia n ’s  a n d  M . A r n o u l d ’s ,  a  c h a r t e r  e a c h ,  o n  t h e  m o s t  l i b e r a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  ; b u t  G a b o r ia i i  w o u ld  n o t  o r  c o u ld  n o t  f o r m  a  B r a n c h  w i t h o u t  

t h e  o t h e r s ,  a n d  s o  t h e  o n e  c h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  H e r m e s  B r a n c h  w a s  t h e  r e s a l t .  

T h e  t h a n k s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  w e r e  o f f ic i a l ly  g i v e n  t o  M a d a m e ,  t h e  C o a n t e s s  

d ’A h e m a r ,  f . t . s . ,  f o r  t h r o w i n g  o p e n  h e r  d r a w in g - r o o m s  f o r  m e e t i n g s  

d u r i n g  m y  s t a y ,  a n d  d o i n g  a l l  e l s e  w i t h i n  h e r  p o w e r  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  r e ­

o r g a n i s a t io n  o f  o u r  a f f a i r s  a t  t h e  F r e n c h  c a p i t a l .

M y  t o u r  r e a l i s e d  t h e  o b j e c t s  in  v i e w ,  H .  P .  B .  b e i n g  p a c i f i e d ,  o u r  

a f f a ir s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  p u t  i n  o r d e r ,  a n d  t h e  E .  S .  s t a r t e d ,  b a t ,  a s  w a s  

a b o v e  m a d e  p l a i n ,  t h e  c a l m  w a s  n o t  d e s t i n e d  t o  l a s t ,  a n d  a  s e c o n d  v i s i t  

t o  E u r o p e  h a d  t o  b e  m a d e  i n  1 8 8 9 ,  a f t e r  m y  r e t u r n  f r o m  J a p a n .  Y e t  

t h e  s t r i f e  b e t w e e n  a s  t w o  w a s  a l w a y s  o n  t h e  o a t s i d e  a n d  a s  r e g a r d s  q u e s ­

t i o n s  o f  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  p o l i c y  ; i n t e r i o r l y ,  w e  w e r e  l i n k e d  t o g e t h e r  

i n  a n  u n i t y  o f  p u r p o s e  a n d  i d e a l s  t h a t  n o t  e v e n  d e a t h  h a s  b r o k e n  

a s u n d e r .  T o  r e f u t e  t h e  m a n y  f a l s e h o o d s  s p r e a d  b y  t h i r d  p a r t i e s  w h o  

w a n t e d  t o  b r e e d  d i s s e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  u s ,  o r  g i v e  t h e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  

t h e  S o c i e t y  w a s  o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  s p l i t t i n g — a  b e l i e f  h e l d  b y  m a n y ,  m y  

E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  in c lu d e d ,  o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  H .  P .  B . ’s  h y s t e r i c a l  

l e t t e r s — s h e  a n d  I  i s s u e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  j o i n t  n o t e :—

“ T o  d is p e l  a  m is c o n c e p t io n  t h » t  h a s  b e e n  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  m is c h ie f -  
m a k e r s , We, t h e  u n d e r s ig n e d  F o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y ,  d e c la r e  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  e n m it y ,  r iv a lr y ,  s t r i f e  o r  e v e n  c o ld n e s s  b e tw e e n  u s ,  n o r  e v e r  
w a s  ; n o r  a n y  w e a k e n in g  o f  o u r  j o in t  d e v o t io n  t o  t h e  M a s t e r s  o r  t o  o u r  w o r k ,  
w it h  t h e  e x e c u t io n  o f  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  h o n o u r e d  u s .  W id e ly  d i s s im i la r  i n  
t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  m e n t a l  c h a r a c t e r is t ic s ,  a n d  d i f f e r in g  s o m e t im e s  in  v i e w s  
a s  t o  m e th o d s  o f  p r o p a g a n d is m , we a r e  y e t  o f  a b s o lu t e ly  o n e  m in d  a s  t o  t h a t  
w o r k . A s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  fr o m  t h e  f ir s t ,  s o  a r e  w e  n o w  u n i t e d  in  p u r p o s e  a n d  
s e a l ,  a n d  r e a d y  to  s a c r if ic e  a l l ,  e v e n  l i f e ,  fo r  th e  p r o m o t io n  o f  th e o s o p h ic a l  
k n o w le d g e ,  to  th e  s a v in g  o f  m a n k in d  fr o m  th e  m is e r ie s  w h ic h  s p r in g  f r o m  

ig n o r a n c e ."
H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y ,  

L ondon, October, 1 8 8 8 .
H .  8 . Olcott.



O n  m y  w a y ,  o v e r l a n d ,  t o  N a p l e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  P .  a n d  0 . “  A r e a d ia ,  ”  

f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  v o y a g e ,  I  s t o p p e d  a t  B o l o g n a  t o  s e e  C o u n t  M a t t e l ,  t h e  

i n v e n t o r  o f  “  E l e c t r o - H o m c e o p a t h y , ”  a n d  d e c id e  w h e t h e r  i t  w o n ld  b e  

w o r t h  w h i l e  f o r  T o o k a r a m  T a t y a  t o  t r y  i t  in  o u r  B o m b a y  C h a r i t a b le  

D i s p e n s a r y .  I  w a s  p r o m p t e d  t o  t h i s  b y  w h a t  I  s a w  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  M a t t e i  “  e l e c t r i c i t i e s  ”  a s  a  l o t i o n  t o  t h e  h a n d  

o f  a  p o o r  f e l l o w ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  t e r r i b l y  c r u s h e d  in  s o m e  m a c h in e r y  : i n  

o n e  n i g h t  t h e  p a in  b a d  b e e n  m u c h  a s s u a g e d .  T h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r  w a s  

f* M a j o r "  T u c k e r ,  o f  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y ,  w h o  h a d  i m p l i c i t  f a i t h  in  t h e  

M a t t e i  s y s t e m .  S i g n o r  V e n t u r o l i ,  n o w  C o u n t  V e n t u r o l i - M a t t e i ,  t h e  D i s ­

c o v e r e r ' s  a d o p t e d  s o n  a n d  b e ir ,  k i n d l y  t o o k  m e  t o  R i o l i ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  o n  t h e  

r o a d  t o  F l o r e n c e  n e a r  w h i c h  s t a n d s  “  R o o h e t t a ,"  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  b u t  i l l -  

p l a n n e d  c a s t l e  o f  C o u n t  M a t t e i ,  a n d  I  s p e n t  t h e  d a y  w i t h  h i m  i n  

i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s io n .  H e  w a s  t h e n  a  s t r o n g  g i a n t  o f  a  m a n ,  d e s p i t e  

h i s  e i g h t y - f o u r  y e a r s ,  a n d  v e h e m e n t  t o  a  d e g r e e  in  h i s  d e n u n c ia t io n  

o f  o r t h o d o x  d o c t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  r e m e d ie s .  I n  b i s  b e d r o o m ,— i n  o n e  o f  

t h e  t u r r e t s ,  i f  m y  m e m o r y  s e r v e s , — w a s  a  s c a t h i n g  c a r i c a t u r e  o n  

t h e m ,  d o n e  in  f r e s c o  o n  t h e  g r o i n e d  c e i l i n g .  H e  w a s  j u s t i f i a b l y  

p r o u d  o f  t h e  n u m b e r le s s  c u r e s  w r o u g h t  b y  h i s  E le c t r o - H o m c e o p a t h y ,  

fo r  I  h a v e  h e a r d  t o o  m a n y  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e m  a t  f i r s t  h a n d  t o  d o u b t  i t s  

e f f ic a c y .  W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  t h e  “  e l e c t r i c a l  ”  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  h o w ­

e v e r ,  t h e  c a s e  i s  q u i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  a f f a ir .  M y  b e l i e f  i s  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  t r u e  

n a m e  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  s y s t e m ,  i t  w o n ld  b e  “  s u n - b a t h e d  ’’ o r  “  c b r o rr .o -  

p a t h i c  ”  m e d i c i n e .  I  m a y  b e  w r o n g ,  b u t  f r o m  a l l  I  c a n  h e a r  a n d  i n f e r  

f r o m  t h e  b e h a v io r  o f  t h e  m e d i c i n e s ,  I  a m  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r d s  

“ b l u e  e l e c t r i c i t y , "  o r  g r e e n ,  y e l l o w ,  r e d ,  o r  o t h e r s ,  m e a n  s i m p l y  d i s t i l ­

le d  w a t e r  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  m a g i c a l  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s u n l i g h t ,  

p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  p a n e s  o r  l e n s e s  o f  g l o s s  o f  t h o s e  s e v e r a l  c o lo r s  ; t h a t  

in  t h e  M a t t e i  s y s t e m  w e  a r e  d e a l i n g ,  in  r e a l i t y ,  w i t h  C h r o m o p a t h y .  O f  

c o u r s e ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r  a  p in ,  s a v e  a s  a  t r a d e  s e c r e t ,  w h e t h e r  

t h e  c o n c e a l e d  a g e n c y  b e  s o la r  o r  h e r b a l ,  t h e  p r im e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  

m e d i c i n e s  c u r e  a n d  h u m a n  s u f f e r i n g  i s  d i m i n i s h e d .  N o t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  

C o u n t  s a id  w a r r a n t e d  m e  t o  a d o p t  t h i s  o p in io n ,  b u t  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  i t  b i s  

e l e c t r i c a l  n o m e n c l a t u r e  i s  r id i c u l o u s  f r o m  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p o i n t  o f  v ie v r ,  

a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  l o y a l  d i s c i p l e s ,  a n  E n g l i s h  d o c t o r  

w h o s e  d i p l o m a  w a s  c a n c e l l e d  b y  t h e  F a c u l t y  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  p r o f e s s io n a l  

h e r e s y ,  c o n f e s s e d  t o  m e  h i s  c o n c u r r e n c e  in  m y  v i e w s .  T h e  M a t t e i  p i l l s  

a n d  p o w d e r s  m a y  b e ,  a s  a l l e g e d  b y  h i s  o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e  o r d in a r y  

h o m o e o p a t h ic  r e m e d ie s  m ix e d  t o g e t h e r ,  o n  t h e  o f f  c h a n c e  t h a t  s o m e  o n e  

o f  t h e m  w i l l  c u r e  t h e  p a t i e n t ,  o r  t h e y  m a y  n o t ; p e r h a p s  t h e y  a r e  c o m ­

m o n  r e m e d i e s  e x p o s e d  t o  c h r o m o p a t h ic  in f lu e n c e ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  m e s ­

m e r i s e d  t o  im b u e  t h e m  w i t h  a  h e a l i n g  v i t a l  a u r a ;  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  m u c h  

m a t t e r ,  t h e  f a c t  i s  t h e y  e f f e c t  c u r e s  b y  t h o u s a n d s ,  a n d  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  

m e d i c i n e s  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  f a s t  e n r i c h i n g  m y  g e n i a l  f r ie n d  o f  1 8 6 8 ,  C o u n t  

V e n t n r o l i  M a t t e i .

A s  I  w a s  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  R o m e  I  h a l t e d  t h e r e  a  d a y ,  n o t  t o  p r e t e n d  

tp  s e e t h e  c i t y ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  e n t e r  S a i n t  P e t e r ' s  a n d  t h e n  l a y  m y  h a n d ,  a s



ifc w e r e ,  o n  i h e  h e a r t  o f  C h r i s t e n d o m  t o  t e s t  t h e  v ib r a t i o n s .  T h e  e x *  

p e r i e n c e  w a s  a  c u r i o u s  o n e .  A s  I  lo o k e d  a r o u n d  m e  a t  t h e  s t a t u e s  o f  

k i n g s ,  e m p e r o r s  a n d  p o n t i f f s ,  w i t h  fch eir  u s u a l l y  f a l s e  e p i t a p h s ,  I  s e e m e d  

t o  f e e l  t h e  k a r m ic  c u r r e n t  o f  t h e i r  u n h o l y  a l l i a n c e s ,  o f f e n s i v e  a n d  d e f e n ­

s i v e .  W b a t  h o r r o r s ,  w h a t  i n j u s t i c e ,  w hafc s e l f i s h  p a c t s ,  w hafc c o n s p i r a c i e s  

fco w r o n g  a n d  d o m in a fc e  fche h e l p l e s s  v i c t i m s  o f  r u fc h le s s  p o w e r  a n d  s e l f -  

d e l u s i o n ,  w h afc  r i v e r s  o f  b lo o d  s e t  f lo w in g  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  G o d ,  b u t  f o r  

t h e  g r e e d  o f  t y r a n t s ! W h o ,  w ifch a n  o p e n  m in d ,  c o u ld  s t a n d  in  t h a t  

m o n s t r o u s  c a t h e d r a l  a n d  nofc s h u d d e r  afc t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  w h a t  i t  

r e p r e s e n t e d  in  w o r ld - h is f c o r y ,  t h e  W a l h a l l s  o f  s c o u r g e s  o f  h u m a n i t y  P I  

s t a y e d  t h e r e  f o r  h o u r s ,  w a l k i n g  a b o n t ,  s p e a k i n g  t o  n o  g u i d e ,  a s k i n g  n o  

q u e s t i o n s ,  s i m p l y  psychometrizing t h e  p la c e ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  m e n t a l  

c l u e s  in  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  t h a t  I  m i g h t  i n d e l i b l y  i m p r e s s  t l i e  p i c t u r e s  o n  

m y  m e m o r y .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  I  leffc f o r  N a p l e s  a n d ,  o n  fche f o l l o w i n g  

d a y  e m b a r k e d .  A s  t h e  “  A r c a d i a ” d id  nofc s a i l  nnfcil 1 0  p . m ., w e  h a d  

f r o m  h e r  d e c k  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s e e  t h e  l o v e l y  p a n o r a m a  o f  t h e  i l l u m i n a t e d  

c i t y  m ir r o r e d  i n  t h e  g l a s s y  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  b a y — a  f a i r y  s c e n e .

T h e  h o m e w a r d  v o y a g e  p r o v e d  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a s  a  g r e a t  d e s i r e  t o  

k n o w  s o m e t h i n g  a b o n t  T h e o s o p h y ,  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  o c cu lfc  s c i e n c e s  

g e n e r a l l y ,  w a s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  o f  b o t h  s a lo o n s .  A m o n g  fc h e m  

w a s  t h a t  g r a c i o u s  s t u d e n t  o f  m y s t i c a l  subjects, t h e  C o u n t e s s  o f  J e r s e y ,  

w h o m  I  fo u n d  o n e  o f  fche m o s fc h ig h  m in d e d ,  p l e a s a n t e s t  a c q u a in t a n c e s  I  e v e r  

m a d e .  D o u b t l e s s ,  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  h e r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  w h o l e  f i r s t  s a lo o n  

f e l l  t o  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  P s y c h o m e t r y ,  T h o u g h t - t r a n s f e r e n c e ,  C la i r v o y a n c e ,  

P a l m i s t r y ,  A s t r o l o g y  a n d  s i m i l a r  t o p i c s  o f  t h e  B o r d e r la n d  g r o u p  ; a n d  

p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i m e n t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t e s t  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e o r i e s .  O n  

t h e  f o u r t h  d a y  oufc I r e c e i v e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  in  w r i t i n g ,  f r o m  L o r d  J e r s e y ,  

S i r  S a m u e l  W .  B a k e r ,  t h e  A f r ic a n  e x p lo r e r ,  a n d  o t h e r  n o t a b l e s ,  o n  b e h a l f  

o f  t h e  s a lo o n  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  w i t h  t h e  C a p t a i n ’s  c o n s e n t ,  fco l e c t u r e  o n  

“ T h e o s o p h y / '  w h i c h  I  g l a d l y  d id .  T h e  v o t e  o f  t h a n k s  w a s  o f f e r e d  b y  

S i r  S a m u e l  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l l y  w o r d e d  s h o r t  s p e e c h ,  w h ic h  w a s  v e r y  

g r a t i f y i n g .  T h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  c a l l  n p o n  m e  a n d  I  

t o o k ,  b y  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  “  P s y c h o m e t r y . ”  T h i s  se t . m a n y  t o  

m a k i n g  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  a n d  I  m y s e l f  m a d e  s o m e  t h a t  w e r e  i n s t r u c t i v e .  A  

c e r t a i n  la d y  b r o u g h t  f r o m  h e r  c a b in  a  h a l f  d o z e n  l e t t e r s  f r o m  p e r s o n s  o f  

w i d e l y  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r s ,  e a c h  e n c lo s e d  in  a  p l a i n  e n v e l o p e  s o  thafc fche  

e x p e r i m e n t e r  m i g h t  g e i  n o  c l u e  w h a t s o e v e r  fco t h e  s e x  o r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r — a  c l e v e r  p r e c a u t io n .  I  m a d e  h e r  s i t  in  a n  e a s y  c h a ir ,  a n d  

p a s s e d  t h e  l e t t e r s  o n e  b y  o n e  o v e r  h e r  h e a d  t o  h e r  f o r e h e a d ,  w h e r e  I  

b o d e  h e r  h o ld  t h e m  a n d  a n s w e r  m y  q u e s t i o n s .  S h e  w a s  nofc t o  s t o p  a n d  

t h i n k  w h afc fche a n s w e r  o u g h fc  t o  b e ,  b u t  j u s t  t o  s a y  t h e  firsfc fc h in g  fchat  

c a m e  t o  h e r  m in d .  I  a s k e d  h e r  “  I s  t h e  w r i t e r  a  m a n  o r  a  w o m a n  ?  

A n s w e r  q u i c k l y ,  p l e a s e . ”  T h e n  I  a s k e d ,  “ I s  l i e  (o r  s h e )  o ld  o r  y o u n g  ?  

T a l l  o r  s h o r t  ? S t o u t  o r  t h in  ? H e a l t h y  o r  i l l  ? H o t  t e m p e r e d  o r  c a lm  P 

F r a n k  o r  d e c e i t f u l  ? G e n e r o u s  o r  m i s e r l y  ? W o r t h y  o r  n n w o r t h y  o f  

t r u s t  a s  a  f r i e n d  ? D o  y o n  l i k e  t h i s  p e r s o n  ? e t c . ,  e t c  ,”  n e v e r  p u t t i n g  a  

l e a d i n g  q u e s t io n  n p r  d o in g  a n y t h i n g  t o  c o n f u s e  t h e  s p o n t a n e o u s  t h o u g h t



o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  N o w ,  a t  f i r s t  b l u s h ,  i t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  

c l o s e s t  s c r u t i n y  o f  a  b l a n k  e n v e l o p e — u n l e s s  i t s  s h a p e  w e r e  a n  u n u s u a l  o n e  

a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t — w o n ld  r e v e a l  n o t h i n g  a s  

to  t h e  s e x ,  a g e ,  c o m p le x io n ,  f o r m ,  o r  m e n t a l  o r  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

t h e  w r i t e r o f  t h e  e n c lo s e d  l e t t e r .  T h e  f i r s t  l a d y  e x p e r i m e n t e r  p r o v e d  h e r ­

s e l f  d e v o i d  o f  t h e  p s y c h o m e t r i c  f a c u l t y ,  b u t  a n o t h e r  la d y  w h o  n e x t  s u b ­

m i t t e d  h e r s e l f  t o  t h e  t e s t  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  in  f iv e  o n t  o f  s e v e n  c a s e s — n s  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  v e r i f ie d  o n  o p e n i n g  t h e  c o v e r s  ; a n d  t h e  f i r s t  l a d y ’s  b r o t h e r ,  

a n  a r m y  o f f ic e r  a n d  a  r a t h e r  f l i p p a n t  c r i t i c  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e ,  f o u n d  t o  h i s  

a m a z e m e n t  t h a t  h e  c o n ld  p s y c h o m e t r i z e .  T h e  r u m o u r  o f  t h e s e  i n s t r u c ­

t i v e  e x p e r i m e n t s  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  s h ip ,  c a u s e d  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  

m a k e  m y  s e c o n d  l e c t u r e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  P r o f .  B u c h a n a n ’s  d i s c o v e r y .  

A  w e l l - k n o w n  M e m b e r  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  g a v e  v e r y  c o r r e c t  d e l i n e a t i o n s  in  

t w o  c a s e s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  h im  f o r  p s y c h o m e t r i c  r e a d i n g .  T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

a n d  p r a c t i c a l  v a lu e  o f  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h in  s e n s e  i s  e v i d e n t ,  in a s m u c h  

a s  i t  a r m s  a  p e r s o n  w i t h  a  s u p e r - r e f in e d  f a c u l t y  o f  f e e l i n g  t h e  t r u e  

c h a r a c t e r  a n d  m o t i v e  o f  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n t . ,  o r  o f  o n e  w i t h  w h o m  o n e  i s  

t a lk in g - ,  o r  w h o m  o n e  m e e t s  in  t h e  w o r ld ,  w h a t e v e r  m a s k  m a y  b e  u s e d  

in  t h e  l e t t e r  o r  p n t  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  T h e n ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  

d e v e l o p e d  p s y c h o m e t e r ,  o u g h t  n a t u r a l l y  t o  b e  i n t u i t i v e  f o r  l e a r n i n g  t h e  

s e n s e  o f  a n  a u t h o r  a n d  r e a d i n g  t h e  m e a n i u g  o f  a  p u b l i c  l e c t a r e r  d e s p i t e  

h i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  c l u m s y  w a y  o f  p u t t i n g  t h i n g s .  I t  m a k e s  o n e  i n s t a n t a n e ­

o u s l y  r e s p o n s i v e  to  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  n a t u r o ,  a n d  g u a r d e d  a g a i n s t  

b e i n g  c a r r i e d  a w a y  b y  t h e  s o p h i s t r i e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  d e c e i v e  a n d  

c a j o l e  o n e  w i t h  e v i l  d e s i g n s .*  T h e  “  A r c a d ia  " la n d e d  h e r  p a s s e n g e r s  

a t  B o m b a y  o n  t h e  1 0 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  a n d  o u r  p a r t y ,  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e d ,  

b e s i d e s  m y s e l f ,  M r . a n d  M r s .  C h a r l e s  J o h n s t o n ,  B a r o n e s s  K r o u m m e s s ,  

M r .  E .  D .  F a w c e t t  a n d  M r .  R ic h a r d  H a r t e ,  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  

w e r e  w a r m ly  w e lc o m e d  b y  o n r  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h .  M r s .  

J o h n s t o n  i s  t.h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  M m e . V e r a  J e l i h o v s k y ,  H .  P .  B . ’s  s i s t e r ,  

a n d  w a s  m a r r ie d  f r o m  h e r  A u n t ’s  h o m e ,  1 7 ,  L a n s d o w n e  R o a d ,  W . ,  t o  t h e  

b r i l l i a n t  y o u n g  S a n s k r i t i s t  a n d  I n d i a n  C i v i l i a n  in  q u e s t i o n ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

s u m m e r  o f  1 8 8 8 .  H e r  m o t h e r  b e i n g  a w a y  in  R u s s i a ,  I r e p r e s e n t e d  h e r  

a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a t  t h e  c i v i l  m a r r ia g e  a t  t b e  R e g i s t r a r ’s  

o f f ic e .  H e r  h n s b a n d  w a s  n o w  c o m i n g  o u t  w i t h  u s  t o  j o i n  l i i s  a p p o i n t ­

m e n t  in  t h e  B e n g a l  C iv i l  S e r v i c e .  T h e  w h o l e  p a r t y  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  

t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  w e r e  p h o t o g r a p h e d  in  t h e  a n n u a l  g r o u p  

p i c t u r e .

H .  S .  O lcott.

•  Cf. Prof. Bnchanan’s “ Psyehometry.'’ Price Rs. 4-6. ; Prof. Denton's " The 
8ou1 of Things,” 3 Vols. Price Rs. 14 ; and a nsefnl pnmphlet compilation “ Psycho- 
metry and Thought-transference.” Price 4 a s .  Address Manager, T h e o t x y h in t  Office, 
Adyar.
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THOUGHTS ON MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM.
{Concluded from p. 2 3 6 \

T
H O S E  w h o  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h e  b i d e  l i g h t  w h ic h  i s  v i s i b l e  a t  t h e  a r m a ­

t u r e  o f  a n  e l e c t r i c  m a c h i n e  w h e n  in  m o t io n ,  w i l l  a t  o n c e  r e c o g n i s e  

t h e  p r o b a b le  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  f la m e s  o r  l i g h t s  w h i c h  R e i c h e n b a c h ' s  a n d  

D n p o t e t ’s  s e n s i t i v e s  s a w  f l o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  m a g n e t s  a n d  t h e i r  f in g e r s  ; 

o n l y  t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l  a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  l i g h t  f r o m  t h e  m a c h i n e  b e c a u s e  o f  

i t s  g r e a t e r  i n t e n s i t y  a n d  s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e n  i t  o n l y  n e e d s  t h a t  w e  

s h o n l d  r e m e m b e r  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s h o c k  w h ic h  c a n  b e  g i v e n  o f f  b y  t h e  G y m -  

n o t n s  o r  e l e c t r i c  e e l ,  t o  p e r c e i v e  a t  o n c e  t h a t  t h e  s o r t  o f  c n r r e n t  t h a t  c a n  

b e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  a  m a c h in e ,  c a n  a l s o  b e  p r o d u c e d  c o n s c i o u s l y  b y  w i l l -  

f o r c e  a c t i n g  b y  m e a n s  o f  m u s c u la r  e n e r g y .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  t h e  O d i c  o r  

m a g n e t i c  f lu id ,  o r  n e r v e - a u r a  o r  f o r c e  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i s t s ,  w i l l  b e  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  t h e  t e l e g r a p h  w ir e ,  i f  n o t  e x a c t l y  o n e  a n d  t h e  s a m e  

t h i n g  ; o n l y  m o d if ie d  in  i t s  p r o p e r t i e s  b y  t h o  m a n n e r  o f  i t s  e v o l u t i o n .  

P o s s i b l y  w e  m a y  lo o k  u p o n  i t  a s  in  o n e  a s p e c t  a  c a s e  w h e r e ,  i n  t h e  

m a c h i n e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  g e n e r a t e d  o r  g i v e n  o f f  i s  o f  h i g h  i n t e n s i t y  a n d  

s m a l l  in  q u a n t i t y  ; w h i l s t  t h e  n e r v e - f o r c e  i s  u s u a l l y  o f  v e r y  lo w  i n t e n ­

s i t y  a n d  l a r g e  i n  i t s  q u a n t i t y .  I n  b o t h  i n s t a n c e s  i t s  p r o d u c t io n  i s  

a c c o m p a n ie d  w i t h  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  h e a t  a n d  l i g h t — in  t h e  o n e  c a s e  a t  

t h e  p o la r  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  m a c h in e ,  in  t h e  o t h e r  a t  t h e  b r a in  a n d  n e r v e -  

c e n t r e s  ; a n d  w e  c a n n o t  l o o k  u p o n  i t  a s  produced e i t h e r  b y  t h e  m a c h i n e  

o r  t h e  b r a in ,  b u t  o n l y  a s  b e i n g  fo r c e d  in t o  i t s  a c t i v e  p h a s e  b y  t h e  m e a n s  

e m p lo y e d .*

B n t  w h e n  t h e  m e a n s  r e s o r t e d  t o  a r e  s i m p l y  m e c h a n i c a l — a s  w h e n  

t h e  c n r r e n t  i s  p r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  a  m a c h i n e — w e  o b t a in  a  t h i n g  w h ic h  i s  

w i t h o u t  a p p a r e n t  l i f e ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  a  s t r e a m  o f  w a t e r  f r o m  a  p n m p  

w o n ld  b e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  a t o m i c  e l e m e n t a l s  c o n c e r n e d  in  i t  a r e  i n  a  r e l a ­

t i v e l y  p a s s i v e  s t a t e ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  w i t h o u t  o t h e r  p o w e r s  t h a n  t h o s e  

i n t e n d e d  b y  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  i t s  u s e - *  w h e r e a s  w h e n  a  s i m i l a r  c n r r e n t  i s  

p r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  a  h u m a n  b r a in  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  c o n ­

s c i o u s  w i l l ,  t h e s e  s a m e  e l e m e n t a l s  a r e  a t  o n c e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m i n d  

a n d  t h o u g h t  w h i c h  m a d e  t h e m  a c t i v e ,  a n d  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o n r s e  t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  c h a n g e .  I t  m a y  t h e n  b e c o m e  

e i t h e r  a  l i f e - c u r r e n t  o f  v i t a l i z i n g  a n d  b e n e f ic e n t  e n e r g y ,  o r  a  d e p r e s s i n g  

a n d  e v i l  s t r e a m  o f  m a l i g n a n t  f o r c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r ­

s o n  i n d u c i n g  i t .  B u t  i n  b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  t h e s e  i n f lu e n c e s  a p ­

p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  l u m i n o u s  e t h e r  o f  s p a c e  in  o n e  o f  i t s  s p e c i a l i s e d  a s p e c t s ,  f  

a n d  c o n v e y i n g  m a t t e r  o f  s o m e  s p e c i f i c  k in d  a s  s h o w n  in  t h e  i n s t a n c e  

o f  c o m m o n  e l e c t r i c i t y  b y  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  o f  M a l l e t  a n d  P i r a n i — w h i l s t  

t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h ic h  d e t e r m in e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  a n d  i t s  

p o w e r  w i l l  d e p e n d  n p o n  t h e  v i b r a t i o n a l  e n e r g y  e m p lo y e d ._ _ _ _ _ _ _

f  Cf* S. D., I ,  85, 87, 141,196, 296, & I. U., I , 399.



T h u s  i t  m a y  b e  m a d e  t o  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t r i c  c n r re n fc  a n d  t h e  

O d ic  o r  A n i m a l - m a g n e t i c  f o r c e  a r e  b a t  d i f f e r e n t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

o n e  p r im a r y  a g e n t - t b e  O r ie n t a l  fohat—ior t h e o s o p h i s t s ,  a l c h e m i s t s ,  

th e  R o s i c r u c ia n s ,  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  m y s t i c s  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  n a m e ,  h a v e  a l w a y s  

h e ld  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  in  r e a l i t y  n o  s a c h  t h i n g s  a s  l i g h t ,  h e a t ,  s o u n d ,  e l e c ­

t r i c i t y ,  e t c . ,  a s  a c t u a l  s e p a r a t e  e n t i t i e s  ; b u t  thafc e a c h  i s  o n l y  a n o t h e r  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t b a t  p r im a r y  v i b r a t i o n a l  e n e r g y  w h o s e  m e d iu m  i s  t h e  

e t h e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p o n e n t s  a r e  fche a t o m i c  e l e m e n t a l s  o f  t h e  

k in d  a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t .

T h e  h u m a n  o r g a n i s m ,  b e i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  a p e x  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w o r ld  

o f  f o r m s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  m o s t * d e v e lo p e d  v e h i c l e  o f  fchafc m ic r o -  

c o s m i c  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h i c h ,  i n  ifcs . d e g r e e ,  i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

d e i f i c  o r  m a c r o c o s m ic ,  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  o n e  w h i c h  i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  

s p e c i a l l y  a d a p t e d  b y  i t s  n a l u r e  f o r  g i v i n g  o f f  t h o s e  c u r r e n t s  o f  t h e  

m in o r  a s p e c t s  o f  f o r c e  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t b e  g r e a t  w h o l e  th afc  i s  

w i e l d e d  b y  t h e  d e i t y .  A l o n g  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  n e r v e s ,  t h e  

s p i n e ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  c e n t r e s  o f  f o r c e  w h e r e  w e  m ig h fc  e x p e c t  t h e y  w o u l d  

b e  t h e  m o s t  r e q u ir e d — -m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p a lm s  o f  t b e  h a n d s — t h e r e  

a r e  f o u n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  m i n u t e  o v a l  o r  e g g - s h a p e d  b o d ie s ,  which a r e  

c a l l e d  t h e  P a c in ia n  C o r p u s c l e s ,  a f t e r  t h e  P a d u a n  d o c t o r  w h o  d i s c o v e r e d  

t h e m .  T h e s e  a r e  w i t h o u t  a n v  a p p a r e n t  u s e ,  s o  f a r  a s  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  

y e t  d i s c o v e r e d ; b u t  a s  t h e y  c o n s i s t  o f  a  c e l l  c o n t a i n i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  

m i n u t e  c o n v o l u t i o n s  o f  f ib r e , a n d  h a v e  w hafc s e e m s  t o  b e  a  c o n d u c t o r  

r u n n i n g  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e m  t o  t h e  n e r v e  t h e y  a r e  in  c o n t a c t  w i t h ,  t h e y  

a r e  n o  d o u b t  s o  m a n y  l i t t l e  s t o r a g e  b a t t e r i e s  o r  i n d u c t i o n - c o i l s  j u s e d  

c i t h e r  t o  c o n v e y  o r  t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  c u r r e n t s  w h i c h  t h e  b r a in  s e n d s  

a l o n g  t h e  m a in  l i n e s — a n d  t h u s  a d m i t  o f  e x t e n d i n g  t h o s e  c u r r e n t s  t o  

o t b e r  o b j e c t s ,  w i t h o u t  l o s s  l»y t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  n e r v e - f ib r e .  I f  t h a t  

i s  t b e  c a s e ,  w e  s e e  w h y  c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e  i s  a l w a y s  n e e d e d  in  o r d e r  t o  

b e c o m e  a  p o w e r f u l  m e s m e r i s t ; f o r  t b e  P a c in ia n  C o r p u s c l e s  w i l l  u n d e r  

t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b e c o m e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  d e v e l o p e d — w h i l s t  in  t h o s o  

w h o  d o  n o t  u s e  t h e m ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  i n e r t  o r  p o w e r l e s s .  

T h e i r  f o r m  r e m i n d s  u s  f o r c i b l y  o f  t h e  r u le  t b a t  “  t h e  g r e a t e r  v a r i e s  a s  

t h e  l e s s  f o r  a s  t h e  h u m a n  a u r a ,  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  c e n t r e  o f  o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  

f o r c e ,  i s  o f  a n  o v a l  f o r m ,  s o  a r e  i t s  m i n u t e  s e p a r a t e  c e n t r e s — t h e  l i t t l e  

c o r p u s c l e s  in  q u e s t io n .  A n d  ju sfc  a s  t h e y  b e c o m e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  b y  

a p p r o p r i a t e  e x e r c i s e ,  s o  d o e s  o n r  a u r a  b e c o m e  l a r g e r  a n d  m o r e  d e v e l o p e d  

b y  m e d ita fc io n  a n d  o t h e r  s u c h  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  u l t i m a t e  m a s s  i s  t h e  s a m e  

a s  i t s  u n i t s ,  t h e  a t o m s ,  a n d  t h e  c o lo u r  o f  t h e  h u m a n  a u r a  p r e s e n t s  fche 

s a m e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  a  c l a i r v o y a n t  w o u ld  s e e  a b o u t  i t s  s u b d i v i s i o n a l  

p o i n t s .

H a v i n g  t h u s  b r ie f ly  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  n a l u r e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t s  o p e r a t e d  

b y  fche m in d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b r a in ,  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  m in d  t o  m a n i*  

f e s t  t h o s e  f o r c e - c n r r e n t s  in  v a r io u s  w a y s ,  i t  m a y  n o t  b e  o u t  o f  p l a c e  t o  

r e c a p i t u l a t e  a  f e w  o f  t h e  m o r e  s i m p l e  e x p e r i m e n t s  w h ic h  s e e m  t o  in d i*  

c a t e  t b e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s u c h  fo r c e *  A n d  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  b u t  r u d i m e n t a r y ,



a u d  s u c h  a s  a n y  o u e  c a n  p e r f o r m ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  l e s s  s u g g e s t i v e ,  

a s  w i l l  b e  f o n n d  n p o n  t r ia l .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  c e r t a i n  c u r r e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

n r m s  a n d  h a n d s ,  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e  a l t e r n a t e  m o t io n s  in  t h e  n e r v e - c e n t r e s .  

T a k e  a  p i e c e  o f  t h r e a d  s o m e  t w o  o r  t h r e e  f e e t  l o n g  ; a n d  t o  o n e  e n d  

o f  i t  a t t a c h  a n y  s m a l l  w e i g h t ,  s u c h  a s  a  b u n c h  o f  k e y s  o r  a  s e a l .  H o l d  

t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  t h r e a d  in  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d ,  w h ic h  e l e v a t e  n n t i l  t h e  

w e ig h t ,  h a n g s  o n  a  l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h e s t  o r  t h e r e a b o u t s .  

W h e n  t h e  w e i g h t  b e c o m e s  m o t io n le s s ,  s t r e t c h  o u t  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  b e n e a t h  

i t ,  in  s u c h  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  t h e  w e i g h t  h a n g s  a b o u t  a n  in c h  o v e r  t h e  o p e n  

p a lm .  I n  a  f e w  s e c o n d s  a f t e r  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  c o m e s  i n t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  

t h c  w e i g h t  b e g in s  t o  s w i n g  in  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  l i n e  f r o m  t h e  w r i s t  

t o w a r d s  t h e  m id d le  f in g e r ,  a n d  i t s  m o m e n t u m  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  u n t i l  

i t  a t t a i n s  a  s w i n g  o f  a  f o o t  o r  e i g h t e e n  i n c h e s .  A s  e a c h  s w i n g  

p a s s e s  t h e  w r i s t  a n d  t h e  f in g e r s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  f e l t  a  s l i g h t  t i n g l i n g  

s e n s a t i o n ,  s o m e w h a t  r e s e m b l i n g  a n  e l e c t r i c  d i s c h a r g e .

W h e n  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  i s  in  f u l l  s w i n g ,  g e t  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t o  p l a c e  

h i s  r i i» l i t  h a n d  o n  y o u r  l e f t  s h o u ld e r ,  a n d  h i s  l e f t  h a n d  u n d e r  y o u r  

l e f t ,  t r a n s v e r s e l y ,  a n d  in  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i t .  T h o  w e i g h t  w i l l  t h e n  c o m ­

m e n c e  t o  r e v o l v e  in  a  c i r c l e  ; s o  t h a t  i t  t h e n  p a s s e s  t h e  f o u r  p o i n t s  o f  

a t t r a c t i o n  a u d  r e p n l s io n  a s  i t  p r e v i o u s l y  d id  t h o  t w o .  A n d  w h i l e ,  w i t h  

s o m e  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  m o t io n  o f  t h e  w e i g h t  i s  v e r y  v ig o r o u s ,  w i t h  o t h e r s  

t h e r e  i s  n o n e ; j u s t  a s  w e  m i g h t  a n t i c i p a t e  w o u ld  b e  t h e  c a s e .

T h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  h a v e  b e e n  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  m o t io n  c o m m u n i c a t e d  

t o  t h e  h a n d  w h i c h  h o l d s  t h e  s t r i n g ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a t i n g  o f  t h e  h e a r t  o r  

t h e  p u l s e s  ; a n d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  c o n f ir m e d  b y  t h e  o b s e r v a ­

t io n  t h a t ,  w i t h  m o s t  p e r s o n s ,  i f  t h e  h a n d  w h ic h  s u p p o r t s  t h e  w e i g h t  b e  

l e a n t  a g a i n s t  a  s h e l f  o r  o t h e r  s o l i d  s u p p o r t ,  t h o  m o v e m e n t  c e a s e s .  B u t  

t h e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  s e e m  p r e m a t u r e  ; fo r  i f  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  t h e  h a n d  

r e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  s o m e t h i n g  s o l i d  i s  c o n t in u e d  l o n g  e n o u g h ,  i t  w i l l  b e  

f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  m o t io n  i s  n o t  in  a l l  c a s e s  s t o p p e d ,  b u t  o n l y  d i m i n i s h e d  ; 

a n d  i f  i t  b e  c a u s e d  b y  s o m o  k iu d  o f  a l t e r n a t i n g  c u r r e n t  w h i c h  i n d i s c r i ­

m i n a t e  m a t e r i a l s  t r a u s m i t ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  w o u ld  b e  a c co u n te c b 'T o r  b y  t h e  

p a r t ia l  d i v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  f o r c e  t o  a n o t h e r  o b j e c t .

M o r e o v e r ,  w h e n  t h e  p e n d u l u m —  t e c h n i c a l l y  c a l l e d  a n  O d o m e t e r __

i s  t r i e d  o v e r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o b j e c t s  s u c h  a s  c o in s ,  e g g s ,  d i s c s  o f  z in c ,  e t c . ,  

t h e r e  r e s u l t s  s n c h  a  n u m b e r  o f  d i f f e r e n t  m o v e m e n t s  t h a t  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  

n o m e n c la t u r e  h n s  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  d e s c r ib e  t h e m * ; w h e r e a s  o n e  w o n l d  

e x p e c t  t h a t  i f  t h e  m o t io n  w a s  o n ly  d u e  t o  t h e  r h y t h m i c  a c t io n  i n  t h e  

m u s c l e s ,  t h e r e  w o n ld  b e  n o  s n c h  v a r i e t y  ; a t  l e a s t  w h e n  t h e  s a m e  p e r s o n  

w a s  t r y i n g  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s .  A n d  in  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  m o v e m e n t s  o n l y  

c o n t i n u e  s o  l o n g  a s  t l i e  a t t e n t i o n  i s  f ix e d  u p o n  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e  

p h e n o m e n a .

•  gee Mayo’s “ Popular Superstitions,”  p. 199 et seq» 1



A  s o m e w h a t  s i m i l a r  e x p e r i m e n t  i s  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  o n e  w h e r e  a  g o l d  

r in g  i s  s u s p e n d e d  b y  a  l o n g  h a i r  h e l d  i n  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d ,  t h e  r i n g  

h a n g i n g  i n  a  t n m b l e r  j n s t  o v e r  t h e  w a t e r  i t  c o n t a i n s .  T h e  r i n g  t h e n  

b e g in s  t o  s w i n g  b a c k w a r d s  a n d  f o r w a r d s  n n t i l  i t  s t r i k e s  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  

g l a s s  ; a n d  t h e  w h o l e  r e m in d s  n s  f o r c ib ly  o f  w h a t  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  

p la c e  in  t h e  l a t t e r  d a y s  o f  t h e  R o m a n  e m p ir e .  C e r t a in  c o n ­

s p ir a t o r s ,  w i s h i n g  t o  k n o w  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e i r  s c h e m e s ,  h u n g  a  g o l d  

r i n g  o v e r  a  r o u n d  t a b l e  o n  w h ic h  a  c i r c l e  o f  l e t t e r s  h a d  b e e n  t r a c e d .  

T h e n ,  s i t t i n g  r o u n d  t h e  t a b l e  a la s p i r i t - c i r c l e ,  t h e y  w a t c h e d  t h e  r i n g  

a s  i t  s w a n g  o v e r  t h e  l e t t e r s ,  a n d  d r e w  t h e i r  n e f a r i o u s  i n f e r e n c e s  a c c o r d ­

in g l y .

A n o t h e r  s o r t  o f  e x p e r i m e n t  i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g : — T a k e  a  s m a l l  p ie c e  

o f  s t i c k ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  h a n d le  o f  n p a in t - b r u s h  o r  a n y  o t h e r  c o n v e n i e n t  

t h i n g ;  a n d  h o l d i n g  i t  in  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  w h i l s t  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  t h e  

t h o Q g h t s  o n  t h e  e f f o r t ,  a p p r o a c h  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  s t i c k  w i t h i n  a n  

in c h  o f  s o m e  o n e  c l s e ’s  f o r e h e a d ,  j n s t  a b o v e  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  e y e s — t h e  

p o s i t io n  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  “  e y e  o f  S i v a  ” — a n d  v e r y  s o o n ,  i f  in  a n y  d e g r e e  

s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t ,  t h e  p e r s o n  e x p e r i m e n t e d  n p o n  w i l l  b e g in  t o  

e x p e r i e n c e  a  m o s t  u n e a s y  f e e l i n g  in  t h a t  s p o t .  N o r  i s  t h i s  e f f e c t  d u e  

t o  i m a g i n a t i o n  ; f o r  i t  m a y b e  t r i e d  o n  a  s l e e p i n g  p e r s o n  ; a r .d  i t  w i l l  

c a u s e  t h e m  t o  a w a k e  w i t h  a n  e x p r e s s io n  o n  t h e  f e a t u r e s  s h o w i n g  t h a t  

t h e y  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  s e n s a t i o n .

B u t  t b e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b le  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  w i l l - f o r c e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e ,  i s  

t h a t  s p o k e n  o f  b y  C a h a g n e t  in  h i s  w o r k  “  L e s  M y s t e r e s  d e  l a  M n g ie ,”  

a n d  w h i c h  h e  s a y s  c a n  b e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r i e d  b y  a n y  o n e  w h o  c a n  

c o n c e n t r a t e  h i s  m iu d  ; i t  c o n s i s t s  ip  t h e  d i s s i p a t i o n  o f  a  c l o u d . *  F i x  

n p o n  s o t n e  s e p a r a t e  p ie c e  o f  c lo u d  w h i c h  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  k e p t  in  v i e w ,  a n d  

d e v o t e  t h e  w h o l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e f fo r t , t o  c a u s e  i t s  d i s a p p e a r a n c e —  

w h e n ,  i f  t h e r e  h a s  b e e u  a n y  p r e v i o n s  p r a c t i c e  in  s u c h  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  s o  

t h a t  t h e  w i l l  c a n  b e  k e p t  c e n t r e d  u p o n  t h e  c lo u d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  i t  

w i l l  b e  f o u n d  t o  b r e a k  u p  a u d  d i s s i p a t e  in  a  t i m e  w h ic h  i s  d o u b t l e s s  

p r o p o r t io n a l  t o  t h e  p o w e r  e x e r t e d ,  a n d  t h e  m a s s  o f  t h e  c lo u d .  N o r  i s  

th tB  A m a t t e r  o f  a n y  l o n g  t i m e ,  s u c h  a s  h o u r s  ; b u t  o n e  o f  m i n u t e s  o n l y .

W h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  a b o v e  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  t h e y  a r e  a t  

l e a s t  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a c h  o f  e v e r y  o n e ; b n t  t b e  m o r e  c o n v i n c i n g  

o n e s  n o t  b e i n g  s o  e a s i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  c a n  o n l y  b e  e x a m i n e d  a s  o p p o r t u n i t y  

m a y  o c c u r .

W e  m a y  n e x t  p r o c e e d  t o  r e v i e w  s o m e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  o p e r a t io n s  o f  

M e s m e r i s m  a n d  H y p n o t i s m ,  a n d  t h u s  o b t a i n  s o m e  id e a  o f  a n y  d i f f e r e n ­

c e s  t h e r e  m a y  b e  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  T o  t h o s e  a c q u a in t e d  w i t h  t h e  w r i t i n g s  

a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  e a r l y  m e s m e r i s t s  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  h y p ­

n o t i s t s ,  t h e  t w o  t h i n g s  s e e m  v e r y  c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  ; a n d  i t  a l s o  s e e m s  t h a t  

w h a t e v e r  d i f f e r e n c e  t h e r e  i s  m u s t  b e  m o r e  o n e  o f  p r a c t i c e  t h a n  o f  

t h e o r y .

* Cf. Lucifer, Vol. II ., p . 8.



Mesmerism appears to be the a rt of projecting a carrent each ss 
we have been discussing, from one person to another by means of will- 
power; and in so doing it has been nsnal to employ certain movements 
called passes, which may or may not be necessary ; also to make the 
snbject gaze npon any small object as a means of concentrating the 
attention and rendering him or her sufficiently quiescent and recep­
tive to the inflaence sought to be impressed.. Other semi-mechani­
cal means have also been adopted; but a review of these leads to 
the conclusion that they are all merely secondary ; the real power 
at work being the mind-force of the operator. The object sought 
by the transfer of such a current or influence may be of two princi­
pal divisions; it may be desigued for the purpose of conveying 
a stream of vitalising fluid in order to restore a sick person to 
health—which is its normal use as contemplated by Mesmer and his 
immediate followers—or it may, on the other baud, be intended for the 
purpose of subjecting the will of the other person to that of the opera­
tor. Sometimes the latter is made use of as a means of developing the 
clairvoyant lucidity of the subject, as a means of diagnosing and curing 
disease; and this appears to be the proper use of snch a method, but it 
has been used for many other purposes. When the operator obtains 
eutire control over the sensory and motor nerves of his subject, he can 
produce all sorts of grotesque illusions on the part of the latter, as we 
have all seen done for exhibition purposes. Both operator and subject 
are acting in concert, in so far as the one acted npon submits willingly, 
and the other acts withont concealed means; so that, up to the point 
where the mesmerist assumes control, both are conscions parties to 
whatever ensues, but afterwards, the snbject does D o t usually know any 
more of what happens, until the close of the performance. When tha t 
takes place, the consequence may be tbat the subject remains thereafter 
always more or less subject to the influence of the same mesmerist, with 
or without the usual option. Neither time nor distance are supposed to 
be any protection against th is ; and there are also said to be cases 
where persons of certain temperaments can be mesmerised in spite of 
mental resistence on their part ; but this could only occnr where the 
circumstances were exceptionally favourable, and the power of the 
operator very great.

I t  would scarcely be safe to say that the sole proper use of Mesmer­
ism lay in its capacity as a curative agent, because we cannot reasonably 
take up such a position in the present state of our knowledge. But from 
what has been said in the foregoing, it will be seen that it is altogether 
dependent upon the intentions of tbe one projecting the influence, whe­
ther its effects shall be salutary or inimical; and therefore the mesmerist 
will come under the same rules as the other practitioners of thc several 
branches of White Magic. If he does not in large measure conform to 
these, it is likely that he will find his efforts futile as therapeutic means, 
and himself drifting into the undesirable catalogue of those who are 
denominated “ Black Magicians.” The power to make nse of the



m e s m e r ic  a r i  m a y ,  s o  f a r  a s  i t  a p p e a r s  i o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  b e  e i t h e r  n a t u r a l  

o r  a c q u i r e d ; b n t  t h e o s o p h i s t s  w i l l  r e c o g n i s e  n o  s u c h  d i s t i n c t i o n — b e c a u s e  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  p o w e r  i n f e r s  i t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  in  s o m e  f o r m e r  

in c a r n a t i o n .

B u t  m o d e r n  H y p n o t i s m ,  w h i l e  i t  p r e s e n t s  s o m o  p o in t s  in  c o m m o n  

w it h  t h e  a b o v e ,  h a s  a l s o  i t s  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I t  m a y  b e  in d u c e d  u p o n  o r .e  

p e r s o n  b y  a n o t h e r ,  o r  i t  m a y  b e  s e l f - i n d u c e d ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  a id  o f  a n y ­

t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  f ix e d  in t e n t i o n  t o  d o  s o — a n  in s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p o w e r  

w e  p o s s e s s  o v e r  o u r  o w n  o r g a n i s m ,  w i t h o u t  u n d e r s t a n d in g  i t s  m o d u s  
opercn d t. I n  t h e  f i r s t  in s t a n c e ,  t h e  m e a n s  r e s o r t e d  t o  a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  

to  t h o s e  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i s t ; b u t  t h e  h y p n o t i c  c o n d i t io n  i s  m o s t  f r e q u e n t ­

ly  in d u c e d  b y  a  f ix e d  a n d  c o n t in u o u s  g a z e  a t  s o m e  b r i g h t  o b j e c t .  I n  

b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  s e m i - c a t a l e p t i c  s l e e p  iu d u o e d  s e e m s  t o  b e  

m n c h  t h e  s a m e .a s  t h a t  w h ic h  t h e  m e s m e r i s t  i n d u c e s  w h e n  h e  in t e n d s  

to  m a k e  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  h i s  w i l l  o v e r  o t h e r s  ; s o  t h a t  u p  

t o  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  t w o  t h i n g s  m a y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n d e n t i c a l .  

B n t  f r o m  t h i s  o n w a r d s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  p r a c t i c e  b e c o m e s  m o r e  m a r k e d  ; 

fo r  H y p n o t i s m  s e e m s  t o  c o n f in e  i t s e l f  m u c h  m o r e  t o  w o r k i n g  upon  the  
m in d  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  in  p r o d u c in g  a l l  s o r t s  o f  f a l s e  s e n s a t i o n s  a n d  

i d e a s — a n d  i t  a p p a r e n t l y  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  t o  c u r e  b o d i l y  d i s e a s e  b y  

o t h e r  t h a n  m e n t a l l y  s u g g e s t e d  m e a n s .  P e r h a p s  i t s  g r e a t e s t  p o i n t  o f  

d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e  o l d e r  p r a c t i c e  l i e s  in  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  

m a d e — t h a t  i f  a n  i d e a  o r  t h o u g h t ,  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  b e  i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  t h e  

m in d  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  w h i l e  in  t h e  p a s s i v e  s t a t e ,  a n d  h e  o r  s h e  i s  d i r e c t e d  

n o t  t o  r e m e m b e r  a n y t h i n g  o f  it. n p o n  a w a k e n i n g ,  o r  u n t i l  n  c e r t a i n  t i m e  

h a s  p a s s e d — s a y  o f  h o u r s ,  d a y s  o r  s o m e  l o n g e r  p e r io d — t h e  s u b j e c t ,  o n  

r e c o v e r i n g  n o r m a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  h a s  n o  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t t e r .  

B a t  w h e n  t h e  t i m e  a r r i v e s  t h a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  t o  b e  

p n t  i n t o  p r a c t ic e ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  p e r f o r m s  t h e  a c t  r e q u ir e d ,  u n d e r  t h e  f n i l  

im p r e s s i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  d o n e  o n l y  u n d e r  s o m e  m o m e n t a r y  i m p u l s e ,  o r  a s  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  f r e s h l y - f o r m e d  i n t e n t i o n  w h ic h  i s  q u i t e  s p o n t a n e o u s .

I t  i s  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  p o w e r  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  t h e  g r e a t  s e n s a t i o n  o f  

i h e  m o d e r n  p r a c t i c e  ; a n d  i t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  m a d e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  e n r l ie r  

E a r o p e a n  o p e r a t o r s  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  M u c h  a p p r e h e n s io n  

h a s  b e e n  f e l t  a s  t o  t h e  d a n g e r  i t  m a y  p o s s i b l y  b i  i n g  u p o n  s o c i e t y ,  f o r  

i t  s e e m s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i f  a n  i n f lu e n c e  c a n  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  w h ic h  s h a l l  

e n a b l e  o n e  p e r s o n  t o  c a u s e  a n o t h e r  t o  a c t ,  un d<;r a n  i r r e s i s t i b l e  in f lu e n c e  

o r  i m p a l s e ,  in  a  w a y  t h a t  p e r s o n  w o u ld  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  a c t ,  t h e  r o a d  i s  

o p e n  f o r  t h e  h y p n o t i s t  t o  c o m m i t  a n y  s o r t  o f  c r i m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e n c y  

o f  a n  u n c o n s c io u s  v i c t i m  ; o r  p e r h a p s  t o  d r i v e  t h a t  v i c t i m  t o  d e a t h  o r  

m a d n e s s  b y  c a u s i n g  m e n t a l  o r  s e n s o r y  i l l u s i o n s  o f  s o m e  f r i g h t f u l  n a t u r e  

t o  a s s a i l  h im  in  t h e  w a k i n g  s t a t e .  A g a i n s t  t h i s  i t  m a y  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  

t h e  s a m e  p o w e r  m a y  a l s o  b e  u s e d  t o  i m p l a n t  g o o d  id e a s  o r  i n t e n t i o n s  

in  a  v i c i o u s  m in d  ; a n d  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e ,  e v e n  i f  t r a n s i e n t ,  m a y  

b y  f r e q u e n t  r e p e t i t i o n  b e  o f  u s e  in  r e f o r m i n g  a n  e v i l  c h a r a c t e r ,  o r  p u t ­

t i n g  a  m e n t a l  b a r  in  t b e  w a y  o f  b a d  h a b i t s ,  a n d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  t h o u g h t



t o  g i v e  t b e  k e y  t o  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  u s e  o f  f lu c h  e x p e r i m e n t s *  P o i s o n s ,  

t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  p r o v i d e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  m a n y  c r i m e s ,  a r e  n o t  t b e  l e s s  

u s e f u l  in  m e d ic a l  s c i e n c e .

T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  q u i t e  A n o th e r  c l a s 9 o f  h y p n o t i c  o r  m e s m e r ic  

p h e n o m e n a ,  in  w h ic h  t h e  p e r s o n s  w o r k e d  u p o n  a r e  n e i t h e r  a w a r e  t h a t  

s u c h  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  n o r  d o  t h e y  lo s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a t  a l l  ; a n d  t b e  o p e r a t o r  

m a y  n o t  b e  d i r e c t l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  m e a n s  h e  u s e s  t o  a c t  u p o n  t h e  

m in d s  o r  s e n s e s  o f  o t h e r s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p o w e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  t h e  e a r l i e r  

p o r t io n  o f  t h i s  p a p e r — t h a t  o f  p r o d u c in g  w h o l e s a l e  i l l u s i o n  o r  p e r s u a ­

s io n  b y  t h e  w i l l - f o r c e  o f  o n e  p e r s o n  o v e r  t h o s e  o f  m a n y — a n d  t h i s ,  

t o  j u d g e  b y  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  d u r a t io n  o f  i t s  e f f e c t s ,  m u s t  b e  c o n s id e r e d  

b y  f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t .  S o  f a r  a s  w e  a r e  a w a r e ,  i t s  modwt operandi 
i s  p u r e l y  m e n t a l ,  a n d  b y  i t s  a id  t h e  I n d ia n  y o g i  m a k e s  h i s  

a u d i e n c e  t h i n k  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  o f  t h e  t r i c k s  a n d  w o n d e r s  

w h ic h  h e  d o e s  not in  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  p e r f o r m — a s  m a y  b e  s e e n  i f  a t t e m p t s  

a r e  m a d e  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  t h e s e ,  w h e n  t h e  c a m e r a  w o u ld  s h o w  t h e  

i l l u s i v e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w h o le  s c e n e .  T h e  y o g i  s o m e t i m e s  d o e s  a  r e a l  

p e r f o r m a n c e ; b u t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  c o m p e t e n t  t o  j u d g e  t e l l  u s  t b a t  h e  

m o r e  o f t e n  o n l y  s e e m s  t o  d o  s o ,  b y  t h e  a i d  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  h y p n o t i c  

d e l u s i o n .*  H o w e v e r  t h i s  m a y  b e  w o r k e d ,  t h e  y o g i  i s  e v i d e n t l y  a b l e  

t o  p r o d u c e  i t  a t  w i l l ; a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w e  m u s t  s u p p o s e  h im  in  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  s o m e  k i n d  o f  s c i e n c e — w h e t h e r  e m p i r i c a l  o r  e x a c t — w h ic h  m o k e s  

h im ,  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

T h e  J e s u i t s ,  a m o n g  t h e  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  l a i d  t o  

t h e i r  c h a r g e ,  a r e  a l s o  s u p p o s e d  t o  u s e  t h i s  m e a n s  ; f o r  i t  i s  s a id  o f  t h e m ,  

t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  d e s i r e  t o  in f lu e n c e  s o m e  p e r s o n  ( w h o  i s  q u i t e  u n c o n ­

s c io u s  o f  t h e  p o w e r  a t  w o r k )  t o  d o  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g — s u c h  a s  

m a k i n g  t e s t a m e n t a r y  d i s p o s i t i o n s  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  o r d e r  o r  t h e  c h u r c h —  

t h e y  s i t  s i l e n t l y  in  a  r i n g  a n d ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e i r  m in d s ,  t h e y  

W I L L  t h e  a b s e n t  p e r s o n  t o  t a k e  t h e  c o u r s e  b y  t h e m  d e s i r e d . f  I t  i s  

s u p p o s e d  t h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h y  p e o p le  w i l l  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a c t  in  

c e r t a i n  a n o m a lo u s  w a y s  w h e r e  t h e  J e s u i t s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  ; b u t  t h e  

c o l l e c t io n  o f  a n y  e v i d e n c e  o n  s u c h  a  p o i n t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t .

O f  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  n a t u r e  a p p e a r  to  b e  t h e  d o i n g s  a m o n g  c e r t a i n  

o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “  C h r i s t ia n  s c i e n t i s t s , ”  b o t h  in  r e g a r d  t o  t h «  e f f e c t s  o f  

“  m i n d - c u r e ”  n p o n  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n s  a n d  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s .  T h e y  

h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ;  b u t  w h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s h i b b o l e t h  d e p e n d e d  u p o n ,  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  i t  t h e r e  

p r o b a b ly  l i e s  t h e  g r e a t  p s y c h o - e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  w h i c h  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e  

o n e  l e v e r  b y  w h i c h  t h e  m e n t a l  w o r ld  o f  o t h e r s  h a s  b e e n  m o v e d  a t  t h e  

w i l l  o f  t h o  o n e  u s i n g  i t .

T h e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  c la i r v o y a n c e ,  o r  l u c i d  s o m n a m b u l i s m ,  a n d  t h e  v a r i ­

o u s  r e l a t i v e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  w e r e  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e

* C f .  T. U . ,  I ,  p . 4 6 7 — 4 7 4 , a n d  I I ,  p .  5 8 8 ;  '* F r o m  t h e  C n v e s  n n d  J  a n g l e s  o f  
H i n d u s t a n ,”  p .  2 5 S - 2 6 8  ; “  S im o n  M a ^ u s ,”  b y  G . R . 8 .  M ., p . 3 7 ;  a n d  M rs , B e z a n t ’ * 
s m a l l  p a m p h le t ,  “  T h e o s o p h y  in  Q u e s t io n s  a n d  A n s w e r s ,”  p .  2 0 .

+  C f . L u c i f e r ,  V o l. I I ,  p .  2 7 1 , a n d  I .  U . ,  I ,  p .  4 4 5 .



p r a c t ic e  o f  M e s m e r is m — t h o u g h  i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  m o r e  

r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n y  n e c e s s a r y  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  

th e s e  t h i n g s .  T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  “  S . P . R . , ”  a n d  t h e  n u m e ­

r o u s  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  p s y c b o m e t e r s ,  t e l e p a t h i s t s ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  b a v e  

s h o w n  t h a t  t h o s e  p h e n o m e n a  n r e  n o t  d e p e n d e n t  o n  d i s t i n c t l y  m e s m e r ic  

or h y p n o t i c  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s ,  a n y  f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  

p e r f o r m in g  t h e m  c a n  b e  m o r e  c o m p l e t e l y  i s o l a t e d  b y  s u c h  a i d s  f r o m  e x *  

tera& l i n t e r r u p t i o n s  a u d  d i s t r a c t i o n s ,  a n d  s o  h a v e  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e i r  f a ­

c i l i t ie s  e x c l u s i v e l y  c e n t r e d  t h e r e b y  u p o n  t h e  o n e  o b j e c t  in  v i e w .  I t  i s  

p r o b a b ly  o w i n g  t o  t h i s  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  f a r - s e e i n g ,  a u d  t h a t  o f  c l a i r -  

a u d ie n c e ,  w h e n  n o t  p r e s e n t  in  t h e  s u b j e c t ’s  n o r m a l  s t a t e ,  w i l l  s o m e t i m e s  

sh o w  t h e m s e l v e s  in  t h e  m e s m e r ic  s t a t e ; a n d  a l s o  b e c a u s e  t h e  O d ic  f lu id  

m ay h a v e  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  b r in g  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  in t o  m o r e  i n t i m a t e  

rapport w i t h  t h e  a s t r a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  o f  t h o u g h t s  a n d  t h i n g s .  W e  k n o w  

th a t  in  a  v i v i d  d r e a m  a l l  s e e m s  v e r y  r e n l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w a k i n g  s e n s e s  

are t h e n  p a s s i v e  ; a n d  a n  e n t i r e l y  s u b j e c t i v e  t r a i n  o f  e v e n t s  w i l l  t h e n  b e  

ta k en  f o r  a c t u a l i t i e s — b u t  t h i s  o n l y  o c c u r s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  b r e a k s  

or i n t e r r u p t io n s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s  ; a n d  i t  m a y  b e  s o  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  

th e  m e s m e r i s e d  c l a i r v o y a n t ,  w h o  i s  t h e n  l e f t  f r e e  t o  f o l l o w  a n y  c l u e  

w ith o u t  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  p o w e r  e x e r t e d  b y  s u r r o n n d i n g  o b j e c t s .*

O r d in a r i ly ,  a n d  in  o u r  w a k i n g  s t a t e ,  t b e  o p t i c  n e r v e  i s  t h e  m e d iu m  

for c o n v e y i n g  t h e  im p r e s s i o n s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  e y e  t o  t h e  b r a in  ; b u t  

tm less  t h e r e  w e r e  a  f a c u l t y  o f  c o g n i s i n g  s n c h  im p r e s s io n s ,  q u i t e  i n d e p e n d ­

en t o f  s u c h  m a c h in e r y ,  w e  c o u ld  n o  m o r e  “  s e e  ”  t h a n  t h e  c a m e r a  c a n  

r e g is t e r  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  i t s  f i e ld  o f  v i e w  w i t h o u t  a  s e n s i t i v e  p l a t e : a n d  

i t  m n s t  b e  t h i s  f a c u l t y  w h ic h  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  c o n j u r e  u p  o n  t b e  m e n t a l  

r e t in a  a  p u r e l y  s u b j e c t i v e  p i c t u r e ,  o r  i n t r o s p e c t i v e  v i s i o n .  T h e  a s s i s t a n c e  

of t h e  O d i c  f lu id  m a y  g i v e  a d d e d  b r i l l i a n c y  t o  t h i s  p i c t u r e ,  a s  s l e e p  d o e s  

to a  d r e a m  ; b u t  t h a t  m a y  b e  a l l  t b a t  i t  d o e s  b e y o n d  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  i t  

p r o d u c e s .

T h e  m u c h - d e b a t e d  q u e s t io n  a s  t o  t h e  s e a t  o f  m e m o r y  h a s  r e c e i v e d  

a d d it io n a l  l i g h t  f r o m  T h e o s o p h y ,  b y  i t s  s t a t e m e n t  a s  t o  t h e  a s t r a l  l i g h t  

b e in g  t b e  r e g i s t e r  o f  a l l  i m p r e s s io n s  ; f  f ° r  w e  m a y  t h e n c e  i n f e r  t b a t  

th e  f a c u l t y  o f  m e m o r y  c o n s i s t s  in  a  p o w e r  o f  r e v i v i n g  t h e s e  i m p r e s s i o n s  

by s o m e  s n c h  m e a n s  a s  a  d i s c h a r g e  o f  m a g n e t i s m  a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n t  v i ­

b r a t io n s , u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m in d .  T h i s  m i g h t  e n a b l e  t h e  m e n t a l  

ey e  t o  s e n s e  a l l  s i m i l a r  v i b r a t i o n s  w h ic h  m a y  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  

p a st o f  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  b r a in  ; m u c h  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s y m ­

p a t h e t ic  a c t i o n  w l i i c h  c a u s e s  t h e  r e s p o n s i v e  s o u n d s  f r o m  s t r i n g s  t u n e d  

to  t h e  s a m e  p i t c h  w h e n  o n e  o f  t h e m  i s  s e t  v i b r a t i n g .  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s ­

s ib le  t h a t  t h e  m e d iu m  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  m i n d  in  t h i s  a n d  s i m i l a r  o p e r a ­

t io n s  i s  t h e  m a g n e t i c  f lu id  o f  M e s m e r ,  w h i c h  s o  n e a r ly  c o r r e s p o n d s  

w ith  t h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  e t h e r ,  a s  t o  s e e m  

v e ty  l i k e  a  m o d e  o f  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .

•  Cf. I. U ., 1 ,178.
f  S. D., I ,  63 o. e .t and I . U „ I, 189, 272,284, 301, 395, 397.
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W h e n  t h o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  i s  m o r e  w i d e l y  d i f f u s e d  a n d  

a c c e p t e d ,  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  c a r r ie d  o n  a s  m n c h  a l o n g  

t h o s e  l i n e s  a s  i t  h i t h e r t o  h a s  b e e n  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  o r t h o d o x  s c i e n c e ,  

t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  g r e a t  i l l u m i n a t i o n  t h r o w n  n p o n  m a n y  t h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  

a t  p r e s e n t  o b s c n r e d  f o r  t h e  w a n t  o f  t h e  p s y c h i c  s id e  o f  t h e m  b e i n g  d u l y  

c o n s i d e r e d ; a n d  a m o n g  t b e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  w h i c h  w i l l  t h n s  r e a c h  a  b e t t e r  

c o m p r e h e n s io n ,  w i l l  b e  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  M e s m e r is m  a n d  H y p n o t i s m .

S amuel S tuart.

THE VALUE OF DEVOTION IN OCCULTISM.

“ Devotion is ihe one thing that gives security:
Devotion is the one thing that gives strength :
Devotion is the opening of the windows of the sonl.”

Annie Besant.

O
N  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p la n e  m a n  l e a d s  a  d o u b le  l i f e  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f ;  I h e  

i n n e r  o r  t h e  u n c o g n iz e d ,  a n d  t h e  o u t e r  o r  t h e  c o g n i z e d  ; t h e  l a t t e r  

b e i n g  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  g r e e n  f o l i a g e - b e a r i n g  f o r m  

i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  r o o t s  e m b e d d e d  in  t h e  g r o u n d .  I t  i s  t h e  

i n n e r  l i f e ,  t h e  g a t e w a y  o f  t h e  I n f i n i t e ,  o n  w h i c h  d e p e n d s  t h e  p r o g r e s s  

o f  m a n ,  w h ic h  l e a d s  h im  t o  T r u t h  a n d  p r o v e s  t o  h i m  t h a t  t h e  c l a y  h o n s e  

a n d  t h e  E t e r n a l  D w e l l e r  w h o  r e s i d e s  in  t h a t  h o n s e  a r e  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  

f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e  o n e  b e i n g  t h e  s h a d o w ,  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  s u b s t a n c e .  

T h e  B r o o k l y n  B r i d g e  a n d  t h e  P y r a m i d  o f  E g y p t  l o n g  l a y  h id d e n  i n  t h e  

t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  w h o  p la n n e d  t h e m  : t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  f i r s t  i n  t h e  

a b s t r a c t ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  s p a c e ,  a n d  g r a d u a l l y  t h e y  a s s u m e d  s h a p e  a n d  

b e c a m e  s o l id  f a b r ic s .  T h e  a c t i v i t y  w e  s e e  a r o n n d  n s  r e c e i v e s  i t s  f i r s t  

m o m e n t u m  i n  t h o n g h t ,  a n d  w h a t  a t  o n e  s t a g e  i s  f o r c e  b e c o m e s  m a t t e r  

i n  t h e  n e x t .  T h e  h id d e n  s i d e  o f  o u r  l i f e  i s  t h e n  t h e  r e a l  l i f e ,  t o  e v o l v e  

w h ic h  w e  a r e  a l i  t r y i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  g i f t s  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o a r  

Samskdra*, W h e n  a  m a n  g e t s  s u f f i c i e n t  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h i s  f a c t ,  h e  n a ­

t u r a l l y  f e e l s  d i s i n c l i n e d  t o  t r n s t  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a  s h o r t - l i v e d  l i f e  

t o  t h e  s e e m i n g  c e r t a i n t i e s  a m i d s t  w h i c h  h e  l i v e s ,  m o v e s ,  a n d  l i a s  h i s  

b e i n g .  H e  m a k e s  a  n e w  d e p a r t u r e  t o  f in d  o u t  a  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  h e  

c a n  r e a c h  t h e  l i f e  w i t h i n ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  t h e  k e r n e l  o f  T r u t h ,  n a y ,  w h i c h  

i s  T r u t h  i t s e l f .

I t  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r i v i l e g e  o f  H u m a n i t y  t h a t  n o w  a n d  a g a i n  

s o m e  l o f t y  s o u l s  d o  s u c c e e d  in  e n t e r i n g  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  s i d e  o f  l i f e  b y  t h e  

s h e e r  f o r c e  o f  p u r i t y  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s a f e s t  g u i d e  i n t o  t h o s e  r e g i o n s  w h i c h  

r e m a in  s e a l e d  a n d  u n e x p lo r e d  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s .  B n t  t h i s  v e i y  p u r i t y  i s  

t h e  o f f s p r in g  o f  t h a t  h i g h e s t ,  n o b les t, d i v i n e s t  a t t r i b u t e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

h e a r t ,  w h ic h  w e  c a l l  d e v o t i o n .  T h i n k  o f  d e v o t i o n  a n d  w e  a t  o n c e  c o n -  

j u r e  u p  b e f o r e  n s  t h e  i m a g e  o f  a  M i g h t y  O n e ,  O n e  m i g h t y  i n  i n t e l l e c t  

W d  m i g h t y  i n  m o r a l s ; O n e  a t  t h e  t o p m o s t  r u n g  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  e p i t o m e



o f  g e n t l e n e s s ,  w i s d o m ,  j o s t i c e ,  p o w e r  a n d  a u t h o r i t y ,  a t  w h o s e  h o l y  

f e e t  w e  w a n t  t o  p o o r  f o r t h  o n r  l o f t i e s t  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  w h o m  w e  p r a y  

to  b le s s  n s  w i t h  a  p a r t  o f  B i s  d i v i n i t y .  B a t h e d  i n  t h e  c h a s t e  w a t e r s  o f  

d e v o t io n ,  t h e  p e t a l s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  h e a r t  o p e n  i m p e r c e p t i b l y  t o  t h e  S a n  

o f  H o l i n e s s  w h i c h  e v e r  s h i n e s  a n d  n e v e r  s e t s .

A t  t h e  d a w n  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  L o g o s  o f  o u r  s y s t e m  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  

im p o s e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  u p o n  H i m s e l f  in  o r d e r  t h a t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  e a c h  w a k i n g  w o r ld  o f  t h o u g h t ,  m i g h t ,  in  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  

be a  c e n t r e  o f  c r e a t i v e  a n d  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r c e  l i k e  H i m s e l f — m i g h t  b e c o m e  

H is  S e c o n d  S e l f .  T h i s  a c t  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a c t  o f  s a c r i f i c e  w e  m o r t a l s  a r e  

a b le  t o  c o n c e i v e  o f ,  b u t  i t s  i m m e n s i t y  a n d  t h e  p a t i e n t  s e l f - s u r r e n d e r ,  

fo r  r eo n s  a n d  k a l p a s ,  o f  w h a t  w a s  o n c e  I n f i n i t e ,  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  g l o r y  o f  

th e  f in i t e ,  a r e  b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d  o f  h u m a n  t h o u g h t .  W e  w h o  a r e  p a r t s  

an d  p a r c e l s  o f  t h e  L o g o s ,  a n d  h a v e  b e f o r e  u s  t b e  t a s k  o f  a i d i n g  H i m  i n  

H is  w o r k ,  w i t h  a  v i e w  t h a t  w e  m a y  o n c e  m o r e  b e  in  H i s  f o n d  e m b r a c e ,  

h a v e  t o  r e p a y  H i m  in  p r o p o r t io n  t o  H i s  s t u p e n d o u s  s a c r i f i c e .  T b e  b e s t  

w a y  o f  r i s i n g  in  t h e  s c a l e  o f  e v o l n t i o n ,  o f  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  a im  o f  t h e  

L o g o s  in  t u r n i n g  o u t  D i v i n e  B e i n g s  o u t  o f  h u m a n  e n t i t i e s ,  i s  d e v o t i o n ,  

in  w h i c h  l i e s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  s u c c e s s ,  t h e  k e y  w h ic h  o p e n s  t h e  g a t e  o f  t h e  

k in g d o m  o f  H e a v e n .  B u t  d e v o t i o n  in  t h e  t r u e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d ,  t h e  

g e n u in e  d e v o t i o n ,  in  w h ic h  t h e  d e v o t e e  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t  t o  w h i c h  d e v o ­

tion  i s  o f f e r e d  k n o w  n o  s e p a r a t i o n ,  c a n  n e v e r  b e  a t t a i n e d  u n l e s s  t h e  

p r a c t ic e  o f  s a c r i f i c e  i s  m a d e  t h e  g u i d i n g  s p i r i t  o f  o n e ’s  l i f e .  N o w ,  

s a c r if ic e  i s  t h a t  w h ic h  m a k e s  t h e  s a c r i f i c e r  sacred, o r  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

t h a t  w h i c h  l i g h t e n s  t h e  h e a v y  s h a c k l e s  o f  M & ya o n  h im ,  w h ic h  t o r m e n t  

h is  p h y s i c a l  s e l f .  T h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  s a c r i f i c e ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  d i s s o c i a ­

t io n  f r o m  t h e  e p h e m e r a l ,  a n d  n e a r e r  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h o  e t e r n a l  

T b e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  t h e  L o g o s  a n d  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  

th e  h u m a n  b e i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  s e t s  l i m i t a t i o n s  u p o n  H i m s e l f ,  

w h ile  t h e  l a t t e r  f r e e s  h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h e m .  T h e  u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t  o f  t b e  

s a c r if ic e  o f  t h e  L o g o s  i s  t h e  i n f i n i t e  i n c r e a s e  o f  H i s  o w n  i n t e r m i n a b l e  

b lis s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  e a c h  s o n  t h a t  i s  b e g o t t e n  

o f  t h e  F a t h e r  i s  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h o  d i v i n i t y  o f  t h e  F a t h e r .  I n  w i n t e r  

t h e  t r e e , s h e d s  a l l  i t s  l e a v e s  t h a t  i t  m a y  d e c k  i t s e l f  w i t h  m o r e  g l o r i o u s  

h o n o u r s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  T h e  w i n t e r  o f  t h e  b o d y  i s  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  t h e  

s p ir i t ,  a n d  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  t h e  b o d y  i s  t h o  w in t e r ,  o f  t h e  s p ir i t .  I n  s a c r i .  

fice , t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  E n la r g e s  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  

f o u r  w a l l s  o f  t h e  h o m e  w i t h  i t s  h a n d f u l  o f  in m a t e s  a r e  t r a n s c e n d e d ,  

a n d  t h e r e  a w a k e n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s e c r e t  r e c e s s e s  o f  t h e  h e n r t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  b u t  o n e  o i l  a n d  o n e  w i c k  in  a l l  t b e  l a m p s  i g n i t e d  b y  t h e  

m a s t e r - h a n d .  S a c r i f i c e  i s  t h e  g r e a t  a t o n e m e n t ,  t h a t  w h ic h  m a k n s  t h e  

s a c r i f i c e r  a t  o n e  w i t h  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  t b e  K o s m o s  : t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  t h e  

s o n  m e e t  t o  p a r t  n o  m o r e ,  a y e ,  t h e  s o n  i s  t h e  F a t h e r .

B n t  t h e  m a n  w h o  p a n t s  t o  s o a r  h e a v e n w a r d s  o n  t h e  w h i t e  w i n g s  

o f  d e v o t i o n  h a s  t o  v o w  h i m s e l f  in  b o d y ,  s o u l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t ,  in  h i s  a l l - i n -  

a ll ,  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  b i s  w o r s h i p ,  m n s t  l o s e  h i m s e l f  in  H i m ,  a s  a  p ie c e  o f  

• a l t  i n  t h e  s e a - w a t e r .  I n  d e v o t io n ,  n o t h i n g  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  h a l f - w a y *



Ant Csesar aut nullus. T h e  m in d ,  l i k e  t h e  m a r in e r ’s  c o m p a s s ,  s h o u l d  

p o i n t  u n c e a s i n g l y  a n d  u n s w e r v i n g l y  t o  t h e  G r e a t  O n e  o f  o u r  h e a r t ' s  

l o v e ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  w o u n d  u p  t o  t h e  p i t c h  w h e r e  e v e r y t h i n g  in  t h e  

n e t h e r  w o r ld  s h o u l d  b e a r  t h e  s t a m p  o f  t h a t  w o r s h i p  a n d  l o v e ,  b u r n i n g  

l o  i m a g e  t h a t  o n e  o b j e c t  a n d  t h a t  o n e  o b j e c t  only, in  t h e  m y r i a d  m a n i ­

f e s t a t i o n s  b e f o r e  i t .  T h e  d e v o t e e ,  w h e n  h e  i s  r ip e  fo r  c o n s u m m a t i o n ,  h a s  

o n e  t h o u g h t  a n d  o n e  mantram ; o n e  m o d e l  a n d  o n e  m a s t e r .  T h e  b a n d  

o f  t h e  d y e r  t a k e s  t h e  l in e  o f  t h e  d y e .  O h  ! f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  d e v o t e e ,  

w h i c h  a n n i h i l a t e s  f o r m s  b u t  m a k e s  t h e  O n e  L i f e  w h ic h  q u i v e r s  t h r o u g h  

t h e m  o n e  w i t h  ifcs o w n .  T h e  d e v o t e e  w r i t e s  t h e  n a m e  o f  h i s  G u r u d e v a  

o n  e v e r y  n e r v e ,  b o n e  a n d  a r t e r y  o f  h i s ,  a n d  s a t u r a t e s  h i m s e l f  w ifch t b e  

n e c f c a r o f H i s  h o l y  in f lu e n c e .  U d d h & v a  w a s  j e a l o u s  fchafc fche L o r d  

K r i s h n a  w a s  m o r e  in t e r e s t e d  in  A r j u n a  t h a n  i n  h i m s e l f .  T h e  L o r d ,  o n e  

d a y ,  r e a d i n g  U d d h & v a ’s  t h o u g h t ,  b e g a n  t o  d r e s s  A r j u n  a ’s  h a i r .  U d d h a v a  

j o in e d  fche L o r d .  W h a fc  w a s  h i s  w o n d e r  w h e n  e v e r y  h a i r  o f  A r j n n a  

w a s  v o i c i n g  f o r t h  t h e  n a m e  o f  K r i s h n a .  H i s  j e a l o u s y  w a s  s i l e n c e d  

a n d  h e  k n e w  fchafc A r j u n a  h a d  m o r e  d e v o fc io n  t o w a r d s  t h e  L o r d  t h a n  

h i m s e l f .  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t b e  w r i t i n g  f lu id  i s  k n o w n  w h e n  ifc i s  s p r e a d  oufc  

i n  g e n fc le  m a n ip u la t io n  o n  p a p e r .  E v e n  s o  t b e  d i v i n e  l i f e  o f  l ' s v a r a  i s  

r e a l i z e d  w h e n  ifc b e a m s  i t s e l f  f o r t h  o n  t h e  p e a r l y  sh eefc  o f  d e v o fc io n .

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  s o  i n e f f a b l y  c h a r m i n g ,  s o m e t h i n g  s o  p e a c e -  

g i v i n g  a n d  s e r e n e  i n  d e v o t io n ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  t o n e  ifc g i v e s  fco t h e  

h e a r t  a n d  t h e  h e a d ,  t h a t  t h e  D i v i n e  L i f e  g i v e s  n p  a l l  i t s  s e c r e t s  t o  ifc, 

a n d  fche B l i s s  w h i c h  i s  d e n ie d  fco m e r e  k n o w l e d g e  o n  a cco u n fc  o f  t b e  

u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  p r id e  in s e p a r a b l e  fr o m  ifc, b e lo n g s  fco d e v o t i o n  a s  i t s  

b i r t h r i g h t .  T h e  l e a d  o f  m in d  i s  a s  l i g h t  a s  a  f e a t h e r  b e f o r e  i t s  m a g i c  

t o u c h ,  t h e  w o e s  a n d  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h e  f l e s h  lo s e  t h e i r  s t i n g ,  a n d  

t h e r e  i s  s e e n  a  m is s io n  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  e x i s t s .  T h e  v a g u e n e s s  o f  

t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  m e l t s  a w a y ,  d i v i n i t y  a n d  p u r i t y  e n t h r o n e  t h e m *  

s e l v e s  in  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  d e v o t e e ,  a n d  l i f e  l i m i t e d  b e c o m e s  L i f e  

I n f in i t e .

W h e n  a  h u m a n  b e i n g  a c h ie v e s  p e r f e c t io n  in  d e v o t i o n ,  p u r i t y  a n d  

s a c r i f i c e ,  h e  i s  f i t  fco e v o l v e  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  t h e  t h r e e  a t t r i b u t e s  i n h e r e n t  

in  t h e  L p g o s ,  viz., W i s d o m ,  P o w e r  a n d  J u s t i c e .  I n  d e v o t io n  g e s t a t e s  

W is d o m ,  p u r i t y  n u r s e s  P o w e r ,  a n d  J u s t i c e  s p r i n g s  f r o m  s a c r i f i c e .

S u c h  i s  d e v o t io n .  T h e y  w h o  t a s t e  i t s  n e c t a r  f e e l  m o r e  t h i r s t y  t h e  

m o r e  t h e y  d r in k .  £ a c h  t r n e  d e v o t e e  w a n t s  t o  b e  t h e  p a l a t e  thafc r e l i s h e s  

t b e  s u g a r ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  s u g a r  ifc se lf. T h e  c h a r m s  o f  fche D i v i n e  P r e s e n c e  

a r e  b e y o n d  h u m a n  w o r d s ,  a n d  fche P e a c e  fchafc f o l l o w s  p a sse fc h  u n d e r s t a n d ­

i n g .  H e  w h o  t o o k  a w a y  fche h e a r t s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  G o p i s  in  fche s y l v a n  

w i l d s  o f  B r i n d a v a n ,  a f t e r  a l l  h i s  e x h o r t a t i o n s  fco A r j u n a  f o r  T o g a ,  

K a r m a ,  a n d  J n a n a  w in d s  u p  b y  a t t a c h i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  im p o r t a n c e  t o  

d e v o t io n ,  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  in  s e a r c h  o f  G o d .

“  ( P la c e )  t h y  M a n a s  o n  M e , b e  M y  d e v o te e ,  s a c r if i c e  fco M e , p r o s t r a t e  

t h y s e l f  b e fo r e  M e , th o u  sh&lfc c o m e  e v e n  fco M e . I  p le d g e  t h e e  M y  tr o th  j 

th o u  a r t  d e a r  fco M e .”



S a id  A l la h  (o  h is  d e v o u t  S u f i :—

'* C h ild  o f  p u r it y ,  O  S u f i ! b e h o ld ,
S k y  a n d  E a r t h  h o w  s o  v a s t  M e  c a n n o t  h o ld ,
B u t  s t r a n g e ,  h o w  p a s s in g  s t r a n g e ,  I  j o y o u s  b id e  

I n  h e a r t s  w h e r e in  b lo o m s  s w e e t  d e v o t io n  w i d e ;
G o  s e a r c h  M e  th e r e ,  fo r  t h e r e  M y  h o m e  I  m a k e ,
I n  e a c h  I  s le e p ,  b y  w o r s h ip  c a n  I  w a k e .”

I n  t h e  T e m p l e  o f  G o d ,  t h e  g o l d e n  w o r d s  w h ic h  f i r s t  s a l u t e  t h e  e y e  

o f  t h e  d e v o t e e  a r e :

“  E m p t y  t h y s e l f  a n d  I  w i l l  f i l l  t h e e . ”

J ehangir  S orabji.

“  DEATH ”

[ T h e s e  f r a g m e n t a r y  n o t e s  o f  a  r e c e n t  l e c t u r e  b y  M r . L e a d b e a t e r ,  

o n  “  D e a t h / ’ w e r e  s e n t  t o  a  f r i e n d  r e s i d i n g  a t  A d y a r ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  

p e r s o n a l  in f o r m a t io n ,  b n t  w e  d e e m  t h e m  o f  s n f f i c i e n t  im p o r t a n c e  t o  r e ­

p r o d u c e  f o r  o u r  r e a d e r s .  M r . L e a d b e a t e r  s h o n ld ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  b e  h e ld  

r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s  ( n e c e s s a r i l y  im p e r f e c t )  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  i d e a s .  

— Ed.)

T
O  b e g i n  w i t h ,  t h e r e  i s a  v e r y  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  m is c o n c e p t io n  o f  v a r io u s  

k i n d s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d e a t h ,  a n d  a s  m o s t  o f  n s  h a v e  

n o  d o n b t  l o s t  s o m e  n e a r  a n d  d e a r  o n e s  i t  w i l l  b e  w e l l  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e s e  

v a r io u s  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  a n d  s e e  h o w  t o  e s c a p e  t h e m .  F o r  t h e  f a c t  i s  

t h a t  e v e n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ’c t y  d o  n o t  a v o id  t h e m  a l t o ­

g e t h e r -

I  w i l l  t a k e  f ir s t  t h e  p o p u la r  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  s h a r e d  b y  a l m o s t  e v e r y ­

b o d y ,  a n d  l a t e r  t h o s e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  r e l ig io n  ( t h o u g h  w e  m u s t  t o  a  

l a r g e  e x t e n t  e x c l u d e  d e v o t e d l y  r e l i g i o u s  p e o p le ) .  T h e  m o s t  p o p u la r  o f  a l l  

t h e  i d e a s  o f  d e a t h  i s ,  t h u t  i t  i s  t h e  e n d  o f  a l l  t h i n g s .  T o  many i t  i s  not 
t h e  e n d ,  b u t  t h e y  s p e a k  a n d  a c t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a s  t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t h i n g  

a t  a l l  b e y o n d  t h e  g r a v e ,  n e i t h e r  k n o w l e d g e  n o r  w i s d o m .  T h i s  i s  m o s t  

f a t a l .  A l l  r e l i g i o n s  h a v e  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g s  a f t e r  d e a t h  a r e  

k n o w n ,  b u t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  n o  p r o o f s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s t r o n g  c o n c e n ­

s u s  o f  o p in io n  a l m o s t  a m o u n t s  t o  p r o o f .  T h e r e  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  p r o o f s  t o  

s h o w  t h a t  m a n  d o e s  s u r v i v e  a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  n o n s e n s e  t o  s a y  t h a t  w h e n  

h e  d i e s  h e  g o e s  t o  t h a t  “  u n d i s c o v e r e d  c o u n t r y  f r o m  w h o s e  b o u r n  n o  

t r a v e l l e r  r e t u r n s . ”  T r a v e l l e r s  a r e  a l w a y s  r e t u r n i n g ,  n o t  o n l y  in  t h e  

s e n s e  t b a t  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a i l  r e t u r n e d  v e r y  m a n y  t i m e s .  P e o p l e  

h a v e  r e t u r n e d  a g a i n  a n d  a g a in  ; n o t  in  o n e  b n t  in  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  m e n  

h a v e  r e t u r n e d  s h o w i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a f t e r  w h a t  w e  c a l l  d e a t h .  I t  i s  t h e  

e n s t o m  t o  m a k e  f u n  o f  t h e s e  b e i n g s ,  t o  c a l l  t h e m  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  s p e c t r e s ,  

g h o s t s ,  w h a t  y o u  w i l l .  T o  c a l l  t h i s  a l l  s u p e r s t i t i o n  o n l y  s h o w s  ig n o r a n c e .  

W h y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  P s y c h i c a l  R e s e a r c h  S o c i e t y  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s e a r c h ­

i n g  i n t o  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a n d  i s  n o w  s a y i n g  t h e r e  is a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  

u n i v e r s a l  b e l i e f ,  s o  t h a t  t o  s a y  i t  i s  a l l  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  o n l y  p r o v e s  o n e ’s



o w n  i g n o r a n c e ,  n o t  o n e ’s  p r o f a u d i t y .  W e  must admit t b a t  t h e r e  i s  l i f e  

a f t e r  d e a t h .  O f  c o u r s e  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y ,  viz., t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  t h a t  w h i c h  p r e t e n d s  t o  b e  t h e  m a n  i s  n o t  

s o ,  b u t  t h e r e  is a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e v i d e n c e  t o  s h o w  t h a t  i t  i s  not a  b o u r n  

f r o m  w h e n c e  h e  c a n n o t  r e t u r n .

A n o t h e r  m is c o n c e p t io n  d o e s  a  v e r y  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h a r m , viz., t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  n o  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  k n o w i n g  w h a t  g o e s  o n  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  ; t h a t  

i t  i s  a n  u n k n o w n  w o r ld  i n  w h i c h  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  d a r k  a n d  u n f a t h o m a b l e ;  

t h a t  i t  i s  w ic k e d  t o  t r y  t o  f in d  o u t ,  w i c k e d  t o  s e a r c h  in t o  w h a t  i s  “  G o d ’s  

w i l l . ”  I t  i s  a  v e r y  p o p u l a r  d e l u s i o n  t h a t  w e  c a n  k n o w  n o t h i n g .  T h e r e  

i s  p l e n t y  o f  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  a n d  c o m e  b a c k ,  i t  

i s  o n l y  a  c a s e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c e r t a i n  f a c t s .  T h e o s o p h i s t s  c l a i m  t o  

k n o w  w h a t  b e c o m e s  o f  a  m a n ,  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  a n d  i n t o  w h a t  k in d  o f  s t a t e s  

l i e  e n t e r s .  Realization c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t  b e  h a d  w i t h o u t  e x p e r i e n c e .  

S o m e t i m e s  a  p e r s o n  h a s  f o i l  k n o w l e d g e ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  m a y  h a v e  o n l y  

s o m e  s l i g h t  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  t h a t ,  e v e n ,  p a t s  h i m  in t o  a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

p o s i t io n .  M r . S t e a d ’s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a s  h e  t e l l s  n s ,  w a s  a  s m a l l  o n e ,  b u t  

t h r o u g h  i t  h e  c o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  c l a i r v o y a n c e  ; i t  g a v e  t h e  

k e y  t o  a  v e r y  l a r g e  s e t  o f  p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d  s o  w a s  w o r t h  a  g r e a t  d e a l  

m o r e  t h a n  r e a d i n g  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  T o  s a y  w e  c a n n o t  k n o w  i s  i g n o r a n c e ; 

a  g r e a t  d e a l  c a n  b e  k n o w n .

W e  lo o k  a t  t b e  t h i n g  s o  e n t i r e l y  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t io n ,  l o o k i n g  a t  

d e a t h  a s  f a r  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  i t  r e a l l y  i s ; t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  i s  

q u i t e  w r o n g ,  w e  m a g n i f y  d e a t h  i n t o  a  g r e a t  p o r t a l  w h i c h  s h u t s  a s  e a c h  

p a s s e s  t h r o n g h ,  s o  t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  c o m e  b a c k .  E a c h  m a n  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  

s e n s e  t h a t  f a r  w id e r  l i f e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d i m  u n c e r t a i n t y  

t o  t h o s e  w h o  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b l e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  k in d  o f  l i f e  i n t o  w h i c h  

m a n  p a s s e s  a f t e r  q u i t t i n g  t h e  b o d y .  T b a t  d i s p o s e s  o f  w h a t  a r i s e s  o u t  

o f  t h i s  m is c o n c e p t i o n — t h e  d r e a d  o f  d e a t h .  S t r o n g ,  h e a l t h y  i n d i v i d u a l s  

d o  n o t  know t h e  t e r r o r  in  w h ic h  d e a t h  i s  h e ld  b y  m a n y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  

t h e  w e a k  a n d  n e r v o u s .  A s  a  h i g h  C h u r c h  c l e r g y m a n  w h o  h a d  h e l d  

c o n f e s s i o n s ,  M r . L e a d  h e a t e r ,  t o  t h i s  d a y ,  r e t a i n s  a  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  t h e  

f e a r  s h o w n  b y  m a n y  o f  t h o s e  w i t h  w h o m  h e  h a d  t o  d o ,  o v e r  w h o s e  h e a d  

i t  l a y  l i k e  a  d a r k  c lo u d .  S o m e ,  e v e n  in  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  h a v e  

t h i s  f e a r .  T h i s  d r e a d  d o e s  a  v e r y  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h a r m  t o  p e o p l e  w h i lo ,  

l i v i n g ,  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  B id e  a s  w e l l ,  a s  d o e s  a l s o  t h e  o t h e r  i d e a  th a t ,  

n o t h i n g  i s  k n o w n  a b o u t  i t .  P e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  h e l d  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  i d e a s ,  

w h e n  t h e y  g o t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  c o u ld  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e ,  

t h o u g h t  t h e y  m u s t  b e  s t i l l  a l i v e ,  a n d  f a n c i e d  t h e y  w e r e  d r e a m in g .

A n o t h e r  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  d e a t h  i s  t h e  m o u r n i n g  f o r  

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  p a s s e d  a w a y .  W e ,  i n  t h e  W e s t ,  a r e  r a t h e r  w o r s e  in  

t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h a n  o t h e r s  t h o n g h  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  t h i n g  w e  s h o u ld  e x p e c t  

f r o m  C h r i s t i a n i t y ! I n  t h e  E a s t  t h e y  m o u r n ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  y e t  t h e y  d o  n o t  

m o u r n  f o r  t h e  dead, b u t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  l o v e d  o n e s  j b u t  

t o  m o u r n  for the d e a d ,  t o  s a y  poor s o  a n d  s o ,  d o e s  g r e a t  h a r m .  T o  g r i e v e  

f o r  l o s i n g  o n e ’s  f r i e n d s  i s  s e l f i s h .  B e s i d e s  t h i s  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  r e v o l t i n g



d i s p l a y s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  d e a t h .  L o o k  a t  f u n e r a l s ,  t h e y  a r e  a b s u r d l y  

w r o n g .  S u p p o s e  y o n r  f r i e n d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  n e a r  y o u  o n  t h e  a s t r a l  

p l a n e ,  h a d  g o n e  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  y o u  w o u l d  n o t  g e t  u p  a  h e a r s e  a n d  f u n e ­

r a l .  M o u r n in g ,  a n d  f u n e r a l s  a 9 a t  p r e s e n t  c o n d u c t e d ,  a r e  w r o n g ,  a n d  

w e  r o o s t  h o p e ,  in  t i m e ,  t o  g e t  m o r e  c i v i l i s e d  a n d  s h o w  m o r e  s e n s e  w h e n  

a n y  o n e  b e l o n g i n g  t o  n s  p a s s e s  a w a y  t o  “  A b r a h a m ’s  b o s o m ”  o r  t o  D e i t y .  

I t  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  v e r y  r e s p e c t f u l  t o  m o u r n  t h a t  o u r  f r i e n d  h a s  g o n e  t o  

B i m !  L e t  n s  d o  a s  l i t t l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  w a y ,  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d  t r y  t o  

p r e v e n t  o t h e r s  f r o m  p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e s e  p o p u la r  b u t  f o o l i s h  c u s t o m s .  

P o o r  p e o p l e  o f t e n  g e t  i n t o  d e b t  in  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  a  g r a n d  f u n e r a l  f o r  s o m e  

o n e  w h o  i s  d e a d .  T b e y  t h i n k  i t  i s  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  t h e y  c a n  d o , t h e  l a s t  

s i g n  o f  r e s p e c t  t h e y  c a n  p a y  t o  t h e  d e c e a s e d .  T t i s  i g n o r a n c e  t o  s u p p o s e  

t h a t  s n c h  a  d i s p l a y  i s  g o o d  a u d  d e s i r a b le .  W e  c a n  a l l  h e l p  t o  m i n i ­

m iz e  t h i s .  T h e n  i t  i s  a  p o p u la r  i d e a  t h a t  d e a t h  i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  a  v e r y  

p a i n f u l  t h i n g .  W e  h e a r  o f  t h e  d e a t h  s t r u g g l e .  I t  h a s  c o m e  i n  o u r  w a y  

t o  s e e  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  d e a t h ,  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h e  d y i n g  a r e  f e e l i n g ,  f r o m  

a n o t h e r  p l a n e .  I t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  p a i n l e s s .  S o m e  o f  u s  s e e ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  

m o s t  p a i n f u l  c a s e s ,  s n c h  a s  b e i n g  b u r n t  t o  d e a t h  l i k e  t h e  m a r t y r s ,  b u t  

e v e n  h e r e  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  s u f f e r i n g ; a t  a n y  r a t e  w h e n  y o u  h e a r  o f  a  

t e r r i b l e  d e a t h ,  in  a  v e r y  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s  p h y s i c a l  s e n s a t i o n  w a s  

a b s e n t .  T a k e  a  c a s e  q u i t e  o n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p la n e ,  t h a t  o f  a  m a n  s e i z e d  

b y  a  w i l d  b e a s t .  S u c h  h a v e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  n o  p a i n ,  t h e y  w e r e  

s i m p l y  n u m b e d  a n d  q u i e t l y  s p e c u l a t e d  a b o n t  w h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n —  

L i v i n g s t o n e  fo r  o n e .

A l t h o u g h  m a n y  d i s e a s e s  a r e  v e r y  p a i n f u l  y o n  m a y  t a k e  i t  a s  

t e s t i m o n y  t h a t  d e a t h  i t s e l f  i s  p a i n l e s s .  T h e  s t r u g g l e  g e n e r a l l y  

c o m e s  a f t e r  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  l e f t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y .  O f  c o a r s e  s o m e  

r e l i g i o n s  p e o p l e  a r e  t e r r i b l y  m i s t a k e n  in  t h e i r  i d e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  

i n t o  w h i c h  t h e y  e x p e c t  t o  g o  a t  d e a t h — H e a v e n  o r  H e l l — w h i l e  

o t h e r s  t h i n k  t h e y  s h a l l  w a i t  u n t i l  a  c e r t a i n  t i m e  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  

t h e s e  s t a t e s .  T h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  b e l i e v e s  i n  P u r g a t o r y  i n t o  w h i c h  

p e o p l e g o  t o  g e t  r id  o f  t h e i r  s in s .  T h i s  f a i t h  i s  n e a r  t o  t h e  f a c t s ; o f  c o u r s e  

i t  i s  m a t e r ia l i z e d ,  t h o u g h  i t  d o e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f a c t s  in  a  s o r t  o f  w a y  ; 

b n t  w h a t e v e r  t h e s e  r e l i g i o n s  m a y  t e a c h ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  u n c e r ­

t a i n t y  a b o u t  i t  a l l ,  a n d  p e o p le  s u f f e r  v e r y  m n c h  f r o m  f e a r  a n d  d o n b t  

w h e n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  t h e y  a r e  m o u r n i n g  f o r  h a s  n o t  b e e n  q n i t e  

a l l  i t  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  b e e n .  I t  i s  g o o d  f o r  t h e  d e p a r t e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  

s y m p a t h y  o f  s u r v i v i n g  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  a l l  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  s a f e .

T h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h 9 i d e a  o f  “  p r e p a r in g  ”  a n d  o f  f r i e n d s  s o r r o w i n g  

b e c a u s e  s o m e  o n e  h a s  d i e d  s u d d e n l y ,  u n p r e p a r e d .  T h e  p r o p e r  w a y  t o  

p r e p a r e  f o r  d e a t h  i s  b y  l i v i n g  p r o p e r ly .  I n  a n  a c c i d e n t ,  s a y  in  t h e  c a s e  

o f  a  s i n k i n g  s h i p ,  i t  i s  v e r y  o f t e n  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e  s a i l o r s  t o  b r o a c h  a  c a s k  

o f  s p i r i t s  a n d  g e t  d r u n k  s o  a s  n o t  t o  f e e l  t h e  p a n g s  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n .  T h i s  

i s  a  h u g e  m i s t a k e  a s  i t  t h r o w s  t h e m  o u t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  in  a  s a d  s t a t e ; 

i t  t h r o w s  t h e m  a m o n g  e v i l  e n t i t i e s ,  d e m o n s  f r o m  w h o m  t h e y  w i l l  f in d  

$ t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s c a p e .  I f  o n e  q u i t s  t b e  b o d y  w i t h  f u r y  a n d  a n g e r



i n  h i s  h e a r t  h e  m a k e s  a  w o r s e  s t a r t  s t i l l .  J u s t  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  

i t  i s  w e l l  t o  r e c e iv e  t h i s  id e a ,  t h a t  i t  i s  a  p o o d  t h i n g  t o  p r e p a r e  y o n r  

t h o u g h t s ,  b a t ,  i f  nofc— w e l l ,  n o  m a t t e r : y o u  h a v e  o n l y  l o s t  t h e  h o a r  o f  

m e d i t a t i o n .  The thing is, your previous lifo.  O n e  a c t io n  d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  

a  w h o l e  l i f e — a  f i t  o f  t e m p e r ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  w h e n  y o u  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  

y o a  r e a l l y  d id  n o t  i n t e n d  t o .  I t  i s  j u s t  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  a  b a d  m a n  

w h o  o c c a s io n a l ly  p e r f o r m s  s o m e  g o o d  a c t io n ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  w h o l e  

o f  t h e  p a s t  l i f e  w h ic h  h a s  b e o n  a  b a d  o n e .  W h a t  c o u n t s  a f t e r  d e a t h  

i s ,  ichat the life has been, w h e t h e r  g o o d  o r  b a d .  J u s t  n o w  t h i s  s u b j e c t  

i s  v e r y  im p o r t a n t ,  w h e n  s o  m a n y  h a v e  f r i e n d s  w h o  a r e  p a s s i n g  o v e r  o r  

a r e  in  g r e a t  d a n g e r .  L e t  u s  m a k e  i t  v e r y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  n o t  

w o r r y  a b o u t  n n  p r e p a r e d n e s s .  W a r  i s  a  v e r y  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  

a r e  t h i n g s  w o r s e  t h a n  w a r .  A  m a n  d y i n g  o n  t h e  b a t t l e  f i e ld  i s  d o i n g  

h i s  d n t y  t r u l y .  I f  t h e y  h a d  t h e  c h o ic e ,  p e o p le  w o u ld  r a t h e r  h a v e  

t i m e  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  r e a l l y  n o t  a  v e r y  s e r io u s  m a t t e r .  

M a n y  h a v e  r e a d  ( i n  1 8 8 2  w h e n  w e  o n l y  h a d  a  v e r y  f e w  b o o k s )  in  “  E s o t e r i c  

B u d d h i s m  ”  t h a t  w h e n  o n e  d i e d  s u d d e n l y  h e  w a s  lo o k e d  a f t e r  b y  c e r t a i n  

e n t i t i e s  a n d  t h a t  h e  r e m a in e d  u n c o n s c io u s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  b y  a n y  m e a n s  

t h e  c a s e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  t i m e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’s  h i s t o r y  t h e s e  e n t i t i e s  w e r e  

t o l d  o f f  t o  d o  t h i s  w o r k ,  b u t  n o w  i t  i s  t h e  I n v i s i b l e  H e l p e r s  w h o  t a k e  

c h a r g e  o f  t h o s e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  w h o  g o  t h e r e  

b y  s u d d e n  d e a t h ,  p r o b a b ly  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r r i v e  t h e r e  s t a r t l e d  a t  t h e  

s u d d e n  c h a n g e  f r o m  o n e  k i n d  o f  a c t i v i t y  t o  a n o t h e r .  T h i s  i s  w h y  w e  

h a v e  t h a t  p r a y e r  in  t b e  b e a u t i f u l  L i t a n y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  C h u r c h ,  r e ­

f e r r i n g  t o  b e i n g  s a v e d  f r o m  s a d d e n  d e a t h  ; b a t  i f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  d e a t h  

h a s  i t s  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  i t  h a s  a l s o  a d v a n t a g e s ,  s o  w e  n e e d  n o t  fear s o d d e n  

d e a t h  o r  a n y  k in d  o f  d e a t h .  U n c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  n o t  a n  i n v a r i a b l e  r u l e  

o f  H a d d en  d e a t h ; c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d e t e r m in e  t h a t .  I f  a  m a n  i n  d e e p  t h o n g h t ,  

n o t  a b o n t  d e a t h ,  i s  s t r a c k  d o w n  b y  a n  a c c i d e n t  h e  w i l l  p r o ­

b a b l y  p a s s  in t o  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s ; i t  i s  n o t  s o ,  u s n  i l l y ,  in  b a t t l e .  

I n  a  v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e  p e o p l e  r e c o v e r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  p a s s  i n t o  

v e r y  a c t i v e  l i f e  in d e e d .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  w h i c h  

r e l i g i o n  h a s  d o n e  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  h a r m  I  a m  b o u n d  t o  s a y  i t  h a s  a l s o  d o n e  

s o m e  g o o d .  M a n y  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a m o n g  C a t h o l i c s ,  o r d e r s  

o f  b o t h  m o n k s  a n d  n u n s  w h o  d e v o t e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  o f f e r in g  p r a y e r s  

fo r  t h e  d e a d .  S o m e  p e o p le  t h i n k  i t  i s  w a s t e d  t i m e .  T t i s  n o t  s o  ; t h e y  

a r e  d o i n g  a  v e r y  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g o o d .  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e l i g i o n  

w h i c h  d o e s  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  f o r  t h e  d e a d .  I t  u n d o u b t e d l y  c o m m e n c e d  

b y  d o i n g  s o  bufc w e  h a v e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  q u e e r  m i s t a k e  t h a t  i t  i s  w i c k e d  t o  

i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  w h a t  G o d  h a s  d e c r e e d .  D e a t h  i s  o n l y  a  c e r t a i n  s t a g e  

w h i c h  h a s  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d ,  l i k e  c o m i n g  t o  a  n e w  y e a r ,  j u s t  a s  i f  a  m a n  

g o e s  o n t  o f  o n e  r o o m  i n t o  a n o t h e r ; h e  i s  s t i l l  t h o  s a m e  m a n .  P e o p l e  w h o  

p r a y  f o r  t h e  d e a d  a r e  q u i t e  r i g h t : t h a t  t h e  l i v i n g  c a n  h e l p  t h e  d e a d  i s  

f u n d a m e n t a l l y  r i g h t .  O u r  lo v e d  o n e s  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  b e c a u s e  w e  d i d  nofc 

know. E u r o p e  g a i n s  i m m e n s e l y  b y  t h e  f o r c e  e n g e n d e r e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  

p r a y  f o r  t h a  d e a d  ; b y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  

o f  t h e  g r a v e .  I t  w a s  o n l y  a  f e w  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  m a n k in d



could h e lp .  S u c h  h e l p  m a y  b e  g i v e n  b y  any one, n o t  o n l y  b y  t h o s e  w h o  

are a w a k e n e d  a s t r a l l y  ; a l l  m a y  h e lp  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  p a s s e d  o n ,  v e r y  

m n ch , b y  s e n d in g ,  t h e m  k i n d ,  l o v i n g  w i s h e s ,  b a t  w i t h  n o  t h o u g h t  o f  

telf, n o  w i s h i n g  t h e m  b a c k : i n s t e a d  o f  w e e p i n g  a n d  s o r r o w i n g  y o n  s h o u l d  

send o u t  t h o u g h t s  o f  h e lp  f o r  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  h e l p  t h e m  

im m e n s e ly .  T h e r e  i s  a n  A u t i p h o n  in  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  b e g i n n i n g ,

“ E te r n a l r e s t / *  w h i c h  i s  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  b y  

one w h o  k n e w  t h e  w h o le  s t a t e  a f t e r  d e a t h .  I t  g i v e s  j n s t  w h a t  t h e  

d e p a r te d  n e e ; l ,  a  r e a l  s p i r i t u a l  f o r c e .  M a n y  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a  v a g n e  

th in g . I t  is  a  very real t h i n g .  T o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  seen, t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  

m ore r e a l  t h a n  a n  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  d i v i n e  f o r c e .  W e  m i g h t  r e a s o n a b ly  

pray s a c h  a  p m y e r  a s  t h a t ; i t  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  a t t i t u d e  t o  t a k e .

I n  t h e  c o n r s e  o f  t h i s  l e c t u r e  I  h a v e  t o u c h e d  o n  s o m e  o f  o n r  t h e o s o ­

p h ica l p o i n t s  o f  v i e w .  L e t  u s  t a k e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  c o n s c i o u s o e s s .  M a n y  

of a s  h a v e  h a d  n o  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o u t  o f  o n r  o w n  b o d y  a n d ,  “  a t  a n y  r a t e , ”  

som e m a y  s a y ,  “  I  d o  n o t  s e e  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  b e  a n y  b e t t e r  o f f .  S o m e  h a v e  

had e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  a s t r a l  p la n e ,  a r e  t h e y  a n y  b e t t e r  o f f ? ”  Y e s ,  

e n o r m o u s ly .  Y o u  c a n  h a r d ly  r e a l i z e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

k n o w le d g e  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  ] f  y o n  could s e e ,  y o u  m i g h t  s e e  in  o n e  n i g h t  

th e  s t r e a m s  o f  p e o p le  c o m i n g  in ,  a n d  y o u  c o u ld  s e e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  s o m o  

one w h o  h a s  h e a r d  a  r a t i o u a l  s t o r y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  H e  r o u s e s  u p ,  

kn ow s h e  i s  in  s a c h  a n d  s u e h  a  l o k a ,  k n o w s  w h a t  t o  d o ; l i e  k n o w s  t h e  

r o le s , h e  i s  n o t  a s t o n i s h e d  n t  n o t  s e e i n g  t h i n g s  h e  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e e ,  o r  i f  

he s e e s  t h i n g s  h e  d o e s  n o t  l i k e  h e  i s  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  a v o id  t h e m ,  f o r  t h e r e  

are s o m e  t h i n g s  w h ic h  a r e  v e r y  t e r r i b l e  t o  o n e  w h o  d o e s  n o t  k n o w .  I f  

any o f  you T .  S .  m e m b e r s  p a s s  o v e r ,  y o u  c a n n o t  h e l p  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  

and w i l l  t h i n k ,  “  O h  y e s ,  w h n t  d id  t h e y  s a y  I  w n s  t o  d o  ? ”  H e r e ,  o u t ­

s id e  k n o w l e d g e  e v e n  i s  v e r y  n s e f u l ,  i t  i s  b e t t e r  s t i l l  i f  j o u  h a v e  l e d  

th e  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i f e .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s .  A n o t h e r  t h i n g  i s ,  

th a t w e  m u s t  g e t  t h i n g s  i n t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  p r o p o r t io n s .  W e  t h i n k  o f  

b ir th  a s  t b e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  d e a t h  a s  t h e  e n d  o f  a l l .  I n  s o  f a r  a s  w e a r i n g  

th e  g a r b  o f  f le s h ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  b u t  a  v e r y  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  

c y c le .  T h e  E g o  p u t s  i t s e l f  d o w n  in t o  i n c a r n a t i o n  in  i t s  v a r io u s  b o d i e s  

on e a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r .  T h i n k  o f  t h e  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  i t s e l f  a s  a  g r e a t  circle ; 

i t  p o u r s  i t s e l f  o u t  a n d  d r a w s  i t s e l f  u p  a g a in  ; t h e r e  i s  n o  b r e a k ,  

it is  a  c i r c l e ;  i f  t h e r e  i* a n y  p o in t  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  i t  m i g h t  b e  t h e  p o i n t  

w h e n  i t  b e g i n s  t o  t u r n  b a c k ;  i t  i s  i d e n t i c a l l y  t h e  s a m e  l i n e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  

d if fe r e n c e , o n ly  a  p a s s i n g  fr o m  o n e  m e d iu m  i n t o  a u o t h e r .  I f  y o u  m a k e  

e i ih e r  l i f e  o r  d e a t h  o f  im p o r t a n c e  y o u  g e t  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t io n .  T h e  i m p o r t ­

a n t p o i n t  i s  t h e  t u r n i n g  b a c k  t o w a r d s  t h e  h i g h e s t .  I t  i s  l i k e  p a s s i n g  

th e  s h o r t e s t  d a y  ; w e  h a v e  n o t  g o t  o u t  o f  w i n t e r  b u t  w e  a r e  o v e r  t h e  

v e ry  w o r s t  o f  i t .  I t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  c o n v e r s i o n ,  b a t  g r a d u a l l y  t h e  f o r c e  

w h ic h  d r e w  h im  d o w n  i s  n o w  p u s h i n g  h im  n p  a g a i n .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s  

su ch  a  t u r n  t a k e s  p l a c e  a b o a t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  m a n ’s  l i f e .  I n  t h e  o ld  

I n d ia n  r u le s  t h e  f i r s t  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  w e r e  d e v o t e d  t o  e d u c a t io n ,  a f t e r  

t h is  t h e  m a n  b e c a m e  a  h o u s e h o l d e r ,  a  t h i r d  o f  h i s  l i f e  w a s  g i v e n  t o  

c o n t e m p la t io n  a n d  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  m o r e  h e  b e c a m e  a  y o g i .  T h e
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a r r a n g e m e n t  w a s ,  th afc  h e  w a s  fco g i v e  n p  infceresfc i n  fche e a r t h l y  l i f e  a t  

a b o n t  4 2 .  H e  w o u ld  t h n s  h a v e  w o r k e d  oufc m o s t  o f  h i s  p r e v io u s  

k a r m a ,  a n d  h e  w o n l d  t h e n  t n r n  h i m s e l f  t o w a r d s  s p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s .  T h e  

t u r n i n g  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  u p w a r d  a r c  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e g a n  

l o n g  b e f o r e  t h a t .  T h e n c e  h e  g o e s  o n  in fco  o ld  a g e .  I n  fche lasfc parfc o f  

m a n ’s  l i f e  h e  o u g h fc  nofc fco d irec fc  h i s  in t e l l e c t ;  t o  fche m a k i n g  o f  m o n e y ,  

a c q u i r i n g  f a m e ,  <fcc. We b e g a n  e a r l i e r ,  a n d  l e t  n s  h o p e  w e  h a v e  g a in e d  

f r o m  m a tfc e r  w h afc  w e  n e e d e d  f r o m  fche l o w e r ,  s o  fchafc b y  fche t im e  k a r m a  

a l l o w s  u s  fco d r o p  fche e n c u m b r a n c e  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  w e  s h a l l  b e  

a b l e  t o  m a k e  t h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  o u r  fcim e o n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e .  T h e  m a n  w h o  

g o e s  o n  a m a s s i n g  r i c h e s ,  i s  f u l l  o f  g r e e d ,  l u s t ,  & c ., w i l l  b e  j u s t  fche s a m e  

w h e n  h e p a s s e s  o n .  Ifc i s  nofc a  q u e s t i o n  o f  time ( h o w  l o n g  w e  h a v e  t o  

s t a y  o n  t h e  a s t r a l  p l a n e ) ,  bnfc w h a fc  a  m a n  h a s  t o  do. I f  h e  gefcs r id  o f  

h i s  l o w e r  p a s s i o n s  a n d  l o w e r  f e e l i n g s  a n d  d e s i r e s ,  w h e t h e r  a m b ifc io n  o r  

w h afc  n o t ,  t h e  s h o r t e r  fcim e w i l l  h e  n e e d  fco gefc r id  o f  w h afc  r e m a i n s .  I f  

y o u  c a n  r e a l i z e  t h e  c i r c l e ,  y o u  w i l l  r e a l i z e  th a fc  w h a t  i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  i s  

w h e n  h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  loicest. A  m a n  e n t e r s  i n t o  l i f e  afc a  c e r t a i n  g i v e n  

p o i n t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  r i g h t  fcim e f o r  h im  ; h e  i s  b r o u g h t  in t o  b i r t h  s o  

a s  fco w o r k  fc h io g s  o n t  f r o m  p a s t  k a r m a  ; t h o  moment o f  b i r t h  o r  d e a t h  i s  

o f  n o  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a l t h o n g h  o f  c o u r s e ,  in  o n e  w a y ,  t h e  p l a n e t s ,  s t a r s ,  

& c .,  d o  a f f e c t  h i m  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t .  T h e r e  i s  a  d e f in i t e  p a n s e  b e f o r e  

h e  c o m e s  b a c k  a g a i n  ; a  l i f e  c y c l e  h a s  b e e n  f in i s h e d  ; that i s  a  d e f i n i t e  

p o i n t .

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  i d e a  t o  gefc i n t o  o u r  h e a d s  i s  fche g r e a t e r  r e a l i t y  

o f  t h e  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h .  O f  c o u r s e ,  l o o k i n g  f r o m  fche p h y s i c a l  s t a n d ­

p o in t ,  t h i s  l i f e  s e e m s  m o s t  r e a l ; b u t  ifc i s  ju sfc  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  t h e  o t h e r  l i f e  

i s  so much more real, b u t  I  ca n n o fc  gefc p e o p l e  t o  r e a l i z e  ifc. E a c h  

d e s c e n fc  t a k e s  o n e  f u r t h e r  f r o m  fche E g o ,  s o  e a c h  a scen fc  t a k e s  o n o  n e a r e r

fche t r u e  m a n .  T h e  h i g h e s t  y o u  c a n  gefc afc i s  fche besfc ...........................t h e

h i g h e s t  c h a r a c t e r  i s  w h a t  i s  m osfc r e a l  a n d  p e r m a n e n t ,  t h e  e v i l  i t  

g r a d u a l l y  g e t s  r id  o f .  A l w a y s  t h e  h i g h e r  l i f e  i s  t h e  t r a e r ,  t h e  m o r e  r e a l .  

Y o u  t h i n k  a  g h o s t  i s  u n r e a l .  W a i t  t i l l  y o u  g e t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s id e ,  nofc b y  

deafch  bufc in  s o m e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  fche asfcral p la n e .  T o  c o m e  b a c k  c a s t s  

a  g r e a t  d e p r e s s io n  o v e r  y o u ;  ifc i s  l i k e  l e a v i n g  t h e  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  a i r  a n d  

b e in g  c a s t  i n t o  p r is o n  ; i t  i s  a  d r e a d f u l  t h i n g  t o  c o m e  b a c k ,  a n d  w h e n  

y o n  t h i n k  o f  y o u r  d e a d  y o u  w i l l  r e a l i z e  h o w  c r u e l  ifc i s  t o  w i s h  fchem  

b a c k ; y o u r  f r i e n d  i s  p a s s i n g  o n  i n t o  h i g h e r  a n d  m o r e  g l o r io u s  p la n e s ,  d o  

n o t  h in d e r  h i m  b y  y o u r  s e l f i s h  r e g r e t s  f o r  h i s  l o s s .  H o w  c a n  y o u  p r e ­

p a r e  ? D a r i n g  y o u r  l i f e ,  gefc t o  k n o w  a b o n t  t h e  s ta fces  infco w h ic h  y o u  w i l l  

p a s s ; l i v e  t h e  l i f e  th afc y o n  w i s h  t o  c a r r y  o n  a f t e r  d ea fch , a n d  t h e n ,  i n ­

s t i n c t i v e l y ,  y o u r  th o u g h fc s  w i l l  b e c o m e  h i g h  a n d  y o n r  a c t i o n s  n o b le .  T h a fc  

m n c h  y o u  c a n  d o ,  l i v e  t h e  l i f e  y o u  w a n t  t o  l i v e  a f t e r  d e a t h  . . . .

H o w  a r e  w e  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h o s e  w e  l o v e  ? T h afc  i s  m o s t ,  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r e a t  a s  w e  w o n ld  l i k e  t o  d o  : t r y  t o  t h i n k  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  

n a t u r a l .  W e  k n o w  e v e r y  o n e  t h a t  l i v e s  o n  t h i s  e a r t h  m u s t  d ie .  T r y  

fco fcake ifc i s  a s  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  n a t u r a l  s t e p ,  t h a t  h e  h a s  p a s s e d  b e y o n d  

t h i s  p o r t io n  o f  h i s  l i f e  c y c l e .  T h e r e  m a y  s t i l l  b e  s o m e  m e n t a l  t r o u b le  ;



i f  t h e r e  i s  a u y t h i u g  l i e  l i a s  t o  w o r k  i t  o u t ; b u t  i t  i s  a  d e c id e d  s t e p  u p ­

w a r d s .  E v e n  a  d r u n k a r d  h a s  m a d e  p r o g r e s s  b y  l i i s  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  

t h o u g h  i t  s e e m s  t b e  c o n t r a r y .

D e a t h  t b e n  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  d e s i r a b l e  t h i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  s o u g h t .  

S u i c i d e  i s  a  c r i m e ,  y o u  w o u ld  b y  t h i s  b e  s h i r k i n g  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

b r o u g h t  o u  y o u  in  t h e  p a s t ; y o u  w o u ld  b e  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

o f  w o r k i n g  i t  o f f .  T h o u g h  i t  i s  a  g r a n d  a n d  n o b l e  t h i n g  t o  c a s t  y o u r  

l i f e  a * a y  w h e n  n e e d e d ,  in  o r d in a r y  l i f e  i t  i s  w e l l  t o  m a k e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  

t o  k e e p  y o u r  l i f e .  W h e n  y o u  f a l l  i l l  y o u  s h o u ld  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  w e l l  a n d  s o  i n c r e a s e  y o u r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  w o r k i n g  o f f  

K a r m a  a n d  a l s o  o f  m a k i n g  g o o d  K a r m a .  I t  i s  a  m i s t a k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  

K a r m a  i s  d o n e  w i t h  w h e n  y o u  d i e ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y  y o u  g o  o n  i n c u r r i n g  

f r e s h  K a r m a *

T h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  u o  n e e d  t o  s o r r o w  a t  d e a t h  o r  t o  f e a r  f o r  o n e s e l f  o r  

f o r  o u e  w e  l o v e .  I t  s e e m s  t o  p a r t  u s ,  b u t  in  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c a s e s  i t  

d o e s  n o t  p a r t  u s .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  g o n e  f r o m  t h e  b o d y  

a r e  n e a r  u s  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  a n d  in  n o  c a s e  d o e s  d e a t h  p a r t  t h e  t r u e  

e g o s .  I t  i s  n o t  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  l o v e  t h e  b o d y  b u t  w e  s h o u l d  l o v e  t h e  r e a l  

m a u  ; i t  i s  t r u e  h e  p a s s e s  o u t  o f  o u r  s i g h t ,  b u t  t h a t  i s  a n  a c c i d e n t ; l i e  

i s  r e a l l y  m u c h  n e a r e r .  A l l  r e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e  e a c h  

o t h e r  m u s t  m e e t  a g a in  a n d  a g a in  ; in  o t h e r  l i v e 3 ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e x e s ,  

d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i t  m a y  b e ,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  m a t t e r ,  a n d  e v e n  i f  

o n e  i s  o u t  o f  in c a r n a t i o n  l i e  i s  r e a l l y  s t i l l  n e a r e r  t o  h i s  l o v e d  o n e s  r e ­

m a i n i n g  o n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p la n e ,  t h a n  i f  h e  w e r e  h i m s e l f  d w e l l i n g  i n  u  

t e n e m e n t  o f  t le s l i .  T h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y  i s  m e r e l y  a  v e h i c l e  h o  t a k e s  f o r  

a  c e r t a i u  p u r p o s e ,  s o  th a t , d e a t h  i s  b u t  a  s t a g e  t o w a r d s  p e r f e c t  D i v i n i t y .

E .  B .

THE KINGDOM OF RAVAN .
P akt I I .

B
E F O R E  r e p l y i n g  t o  B r o t h e r  B i s v a ’s  m o s t  a b l e  r e j o i u d e r  to  m y  

f o r m e r  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  TItcosophist, 1 
s h o u l d  l ik o  t o  t h a n k  h im  f o r  s o  k i n d l y  a c c e d i n g  t o  m y  r e q u e s t ,  a n d  a t  

t h e  s a m e  t i m e  e x p r e s s  m y  r e g r e t  t h a t  o w i n g  t o  t h e  w a n t  o f  b o o k s  o f  

r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  r e m o t e  r e c e s s  o f  t h e  H i m a l a y a s  I  a m  u n a b le  t o  d o  h i s  

r e p l y  f a l l  j u s t i c e .  S h o u l d  I ,  h o w e v e r  in  s o m e  f u t u r e  y e a r ,  b e  a b l e  t o  p a s s  

a  w i n t e r  a t  A d y n r ,  I  h o p e  t o  w o r k  u p  t h e s e  r a t h e r  v a g u e  a n d  g e n e r a l  

c o n c l u s i o n s  in t o  a  s m a l l  p a m p h l e t ,  g i v i n g  m o r e  p r e c i s e  a n d  a c c u r a t e  

s t a t e m e n t s ,  w i t h  a p p r o p r ia t e  ( { n o t a t io n s  o f  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  e v e r y  c a 3e .  

T o  d e a l  w i t h  N & k u r  B a b a ’s  f i r s t  p o i n t  t h a t  L a n k a  w a s  o n  t h e  M e r id ia n  

o f  O u j e i n ,  a n d  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a n d i t  H e m  C h a n d r a  Y i d y a r a t n a ,  t h e  

e x p e d i t i o n  f o r c e  o f  R a m a  p r o c e e d e d  f r o m  O u d h  t o  L a n k a  t h r o u g h  t h e  

B o m b a y  P r e s i d e n c y :— f ir s t  l e t  m e  s a y  t h a t  I  q u i t e  a g r e e  w i t h  N a k u r  

B a b u  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  P e n i n s u l a r  I n d i a  w a s  a n  i s l a n d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  

S e w a l i k s a r e  M i l l e n i u m  i s  o ld e r  t h a n  t h e  H i m a l a y a s ,  a n d  t h a t  G r e a t e r



B e n g a l  f r o m  K a r a c h i  t o  C h i t t a g o n g  h a s  b e e n  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  

f o r m a t io n  s i u c e  t h e  d a y s  w h e u  t b e  s e a  r e a d i e d  u p  t o  H a r d w a r .  A l s o  

t h a t  f o r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  fr o m  t h e  W e s t  C o a s t  o f  I n d i a  t h e  s e a  i s  

s h a l l o w ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  t l i e  G u l f  o f  C a m b a y .  A s  r e g a r d s  t b e  s t a t e m e u t  

o f  H e m  C h a n d r a  P a n d i t ,  i f  H a m a  d id  m a r c h  t h r o u g h  B o m b a y  t o  r e a c h  

C e y lo n  h e  m u s t  h a v e  t a k e n  a  m o s t  r o u n d a b o u t  r o u t e .  B u t  I  t h i n k  

N a k u r  B a b u  h a s ,  w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  i t ,  b r o a c h e d  a n  e n t i r e l y  n e w  t h e o r y  

a s  t o  t h e  lo c a t io n  o f  L a n k a ,  a n d  o n e  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  w o r k  u p  i f  h e  i s  a  

r e s i d e n t  o f  C a l c u t t a ,  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  p la c e  w h e r e  h e  c a n  e a s l y  g e t  a c c e s s  

t o  b o o k s  o f  r e f e r e n c e .

I  t in d  o n  c o n s u l t i n g  m y  a t l a s  t h a t  O u j e i n  i s  b e t w e e u  t h e  7 5 t h  a u d  

7 6 t h  M e r id ia n s  o f  l o n g i t u d e  E a s t  o f  G r e e n w i c h ,  w h ic h  c u t s  t h e  s e a  i n  

t h e  n e ig h b o n r h o o d  o f  T e l l i c h e r y  o n  t h e  M a la b a r  C o a s t ,  a n d  i f  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  t h e  S o u t h  w o u ld  p a s s  a b o u t  3 0 0  m i l e s  t o  t h e  W e s t  o f  C e y lo n ,  S o  

t h a t  b y  t h e  O u j e i n  M e r id ia n  t e s t ,  C e y lo n  c a n n o t  b e  t h e  L a n k a  o f  R a v a n .  

B a t  t h e  M e r id ia n  o f  O u j e i n  p a s s e s  a  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  E a s t  o f  t h e  L a c c a d i v e  

I s l a n d s .  W h y  s h o u l d  n o t  t h e  w o r d  “  L a c c a d i v e  ** b e  a  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  

“  L a n k a d w i p a  ? ”  W e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  L a n k a  o f  R a v a n  h a s  d i s ­

a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  s o  w h y  s h o u ld  n o t  t h e s e  L a c c a d i v e  o r  L a n k a ­

d w i p a  I s l a n d s  b e  t h e  l a s t  r e m n a n t s  o f  i t ,  a s  T a h i t i ,  S a m o a ,  a n d  F i j i  

I s l a n d s  a r e  n o w  t h e  o n l y  v e s t i g e *  o f  A n c i e n t  L e m u r ia  ? I f  t h i s  b e  t b e  

c a s e  t h e n  p r o b a b ly  t h e  a r m y  o f  R a m a  d id  m a r c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  B o m b a y  

P r e s i d e n c y .  I  a m  a f r a i d  N a k u r  B a b u  i s  q u i t e  a t  f a u l t  in  s u p p o s i n g  

t h a t  h e  c a n  t w i s t  T a p r o b a n e  iu t o  T a p u  R a v a n e .  J e z i r a  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  

m e a n  a n  I s l a n d ,  in  P e r s i a n ,  b u t  T a p u  i s  n o t  a  P e r s i a n ,  b u t  a  P r a k r i t  

w o r d  in  c o m m o n  n s e  a m o n g  t h e  H i u d u s  o f  N o r t h e r n  I n d ia  f o r  i s l a n d .  

T h e  A r a b  n a m e  f o r  C e y lo n  i s  S a r a n d i p ,  n o t  T a p r o b a n e :  S a r a n d i p  

b e i n g  t h e  A r a b  c o r r u p t io n  o f  S a l a n g d w i p a .  T a p r o b a n e  i s  a  G r e e k  

c o r r u p t io n  o f  t h e  T a m i l  n a m e  f o r  C e y lo n ,  T a m b a p a n n i  ; a n d  C e y ­

lo n  i s  m e n t io n e d  b y  t h i s  n a m e ,  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  D r a v i r a  k i n g d o m s ,  in  

t h e  E d i c t s  o f  A s o k a ;  f o r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  C e y l o n  w a s  s t i l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  

m a i n l a n d  o f  I n d ia .  C e y lo n  o n l y  b e c a m e  a n  I s l a n d  in  v e r y  r e c e n t  tim e:* , 

p r o b a b ly  w i t h i n  t h e  l a 6t  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s .

T h o u g h  w e  a l l  l o v e  a n d  r e s p e c t  B r o t h e r  D h a r m a p a l a  v e r y  h i g h l y ,  

s t i l l  w h e r e  C e y lo n  i s  c o n c e r n e d  i t  m u s t  b e  a l l o w e d  h o  i s  s o m e t h i n g  o f  

a  S i n h a l e s e  D o n  Q u i x o t e  in  m a n y  w a y s .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

B r o t h e r  B i s v a s  m u s t  r e a l l y  e x c u s e  m y  p a y i n g  a n y  s e r io u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e  m a n u s c r i p t s  f a t h e r e d  o n  M r . M u d a l i a r  G u n e s e k h a r a .  T h e  w o n d e r  

i s ,  n o t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o n e  s i t e  o f  S i t a ’a c a p t i v i t y  in  C e y lo n ,  b u t  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  n o t  s o m e  d o z e n s .  C e y lo n  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  a b o u n d  in  g e m s ,  b o t h  

g e n u i n e  a n d  s p u r i o u s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  p r e d o m i n a t i n g  w h e r e  t h e  E a r o p e a n  

p a s s e n g e r  b y  s t e a m s h i p  i s  c o n c e r n e d ;  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  g o l d  m i n e s  in  

C e y lo n  t h a t  c a n  b e  m e n t io n e d  in  t h e  s a m e  b r e a t h  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  

t h e  D e c c a n ,  w h e r e  a l s o  m u c h  r i c h e r  j e w e l s  a n d  g e m s  a r e  f o u n d .  

S v a r n a p u r i  a n d  R a t n a p u r i  a r e  n a m e s  t h a t  a r e  c o m m o n l y  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  

r i c h  c i t i e s  in  a  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  w a y  a n d  b e a r  n o  s p e c i f i c  s i g n i f i c a t i o n .  

B e s i d e s  S i a m  a n d  B a r m  a  a r e  i n f i n i t e l y  r i c h e r  i n  g o l d  a n d  g e m s



t h a n  C e y lo u ,  o r  e v e n  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a .  T h e  S i n h a l e s e ,  1 t a k e  i t ,  a r e  

a  c r o s s  b e t w e e n  M a la y s ,  T a m i l s ,  a u d  B e n g a l i s .  I t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

C e y l o n  w a s  a n  o u t l y i u g  c o lo n y  o f  M a la y s i a ,  f o r  M a d a g a s c a r ,  s t i l l  

f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  W e s t ,  w a ?  o n e  a l s o  : t b e  H o v a s ,  t h e  r u l i n g  r a c e  in  t b a t  

b i g  a n d  m o s t  a n c i e n t  i s l a n d ,  b e i n g  a l m o s t  p u r e  M a la y s .  T h e  N a y n r s  

a n d  T i y a s  o f  t h e  M a la b a r  C o a s t ,  w h o  h a v e  t h e  m o s t  p e r f e c t  m a r r i a g e  

s y s t e m  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  h a v e  a l s o  p r o b a b ly  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  M a la y  b lo o d  iu  

t h e i r  v e in s .  A l t o g e t h e r  I a m  s t r o n g l y  o f  o p in io n  t h a t  B r o t h e r  B i s v a s b a s  

s t u m b l e d  n p o n  a  v e r y  g o o d  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  L a n k a  p a z z l e ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  

s h o u l d  w o r k  i t  u p  f o r  a l l  i t  i s  w o r t h .  O f  c o u r s e  1 l i k e  m y  o w n  t h e o r y  

o f  L a u k a ,  a s  G r e a t e r  M a la y s i a ,  t h e  b e s t ; b u t  I  a m  b y  n o  m e a u s  s u c h  a  

f a n a t i c  a s  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  m in e  i s  t h e  o u ly  c o r r e c t  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r o b le m .  B e i n g  a  h e r e t i c  m y s e l f ,  1 h a v e  a  f e l l o w  f e e l i n g  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  

h e r e t i c s ,  a s  t h e  s a l t  t h a t  k e e p s  t h i s  w o r ld  f r o m  s t a g n a t i n g  a u d  

a t r o p h y i n g .

I t  m a y  v e r y  f a i r l y  b e  a s k e d ,  w h y ,  i f  C e y lo n  b e  n o t  t h e  r e a l  L a n k a ,  

l i a s  i t  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s  b e e n  c o n s id e r e d  s o  ?  W e l l ,  t o  t h i s  q u e s t io n  i t  i s  

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g i v e  a n  a n s w e r ,  a s  w e  k n o w  s o  v e r y  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  r e a l  

h i s t o r y  o f  S o u t h e r n  A s i a  a  f e w  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  b a c k .  B u t  I  t b i n k  t h e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  m a y  l i e  i n  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n t s  h a v i n g  

o c c u r r e d .  C o n v u l s i o n s  a n d  s u b m e r g e n c e s  o n  a  l a r g e  s c a l e ,  w h e r e b y  t h e  

g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  M a l a y s i a ,  n o w  t h e  J a v a  p ea , w a s  d e s t r o y e d ,  a u d  w h ic h  

w e r e  t a k e n  a s  a  d i v i n e  i n d i c t m e n t  a g a i n s t  s e a  v o y a g e s  b y  H i n d n s .  

a n d  C h i n e s e  c o n q u e s t s ,  w h e r e b y  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  M a la y s i a ,  I n d o -  

C h in a ,  w a s  t o r n  f r o m  H i n d u  r u l e  a n d  s o c i a l  o b s e r v a n c e .  T h e  B u r m e s e ,  

d i a m e s e ,  a n d  o t h e r  r a c e s  o f  I n d o - C h in a ,  a r e  c r o s s e s  b e t w e e n  M a la y s ,  

A r y a n s ,  a n d  C h in e s e  T u r a n i a n s .  A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  C h in a  r o s e  t o  a  g r e a t  

h e i g h t  o f  p o w e r  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y — s h e  h a d  c o lo n ie s  e v e r y w h e r e  f r o m  

W e s t  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  t o  S o u t h  E a s t e r n  I n d ia .  W h e n ,  l a t e r  o n ,  S o u t h -  

E a s t  I u d ia  f r e e d  i t s e l f  f r o m  C h i u e s e  R u le ,  a s  a  p r o t e c t i v e  m e a s u r e  D r u -  

v i d i a n  I n d i a  s u b m i t t e d  i t s e l f  t o  H in d u  r u l e  a n d  s o c i a l  o b s e r v a n c e .  W e  

a l l  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  f e r v o u r  o f  n e w  c o n v e r t s ,  a n d  t h e  D r a v i d i a u  r a c e s  

b e c a m e  m o r e  H i n d u  t h a n  t h e  r a c e s  o f  N o r t h e r n  I u d ia .  T h e  B r a h m a n s  

w i s h i n g  t o  r e w a r d  t h e i r  n e w  D r a v i d i a n  c o n v e r t s ,  a n d  a t  t b e  s a m e  t i m e  

t o  c o n s i g n  t o  o b l i v i o n  t h e  d i s a s t e r s  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  t h e i r  f o r m e r  C o lo n ia l  

E m p i r e  i n  M a la y s i a ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  n o w  a l m o s t  f o r g o t t e n ,  a n d  h e n c e  

m y t h i c a l  L a n k a ,  t o  C e y lo n ,  a n d  lo c a t e d  t b e  A n a b a s i s  o f  R a m a  a n e w ,  a s  

f a v o u r e d  b y n a m e s  a n d  l o c a l i t i e s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t b e  k i n g d o m s  o f  t h e  D e c *  

c a n .  L i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  n e v e r  y e t  h a v e  d e t e r r e d  a n  e n t e r ­

p r i s i n g  a n d  a m b i t i o u s  p r i e s t h o o d .  A  f r ie u d  o f  m in e  w r i t e s  : “  Y o u r

t h e o r y  c -a n u o t  p o s s i b l y  b e  r i g h t ,  f o r  w e  k n o w  f r o m  t h e  R a m a y a n a  t h a t  

R a m a ,  w h e n  b a n i s h e d ,  l i v e d  in  e x i l e  o n  t h e  G o d a v e r y  R i v e r  ; a u d  i t  w a s  

f r o m  t h e n c e  t h a t  R a v a u a  c a r r ie d  ofE S i t a . ”  Q u i t e  t r u e  in  a  w a y ; p o s s i b l y  

R a m a c b a n d r a ,  b a n i s h e d ,  l i v e d  in  e x i l e  o u  t h e  I r r a w a d i  in  B u r m a .  I r r a w a d i ,  

p r o b a b l y  a  c o r r u p t io n  o f  t h e  H i n d i  A i r a v a t i ,  t b e  e l e p h a n t  r i v e r  ; o r  p o s s i ­

b l y  o f  l n d r a v a t i ,  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n f lu e n c e  o f  t h o  G o d a v e r y .  

G o d a v e i y  i t s e l f  b e i n g  a  c o r r u p t io n  o f  G u r u v a t i ,  t h e  g r e a t  r iv e r ,  o r  t h e  r i v e r



o f  t b e  l o r d ,  i . e . ,  K a m a .  T h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  n o t  v e r y  g r e a t  i u  t r a n s f e r r i n g  

t b o  a n a b a s i s  a n d  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  r i v e r  f r o m  o n e  s i d e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  

t b e  B a y  o f  B e n g a l .  I f  s u c h  t r a n s f e r s  d o  n o t  s q u a r e  w i t h  f a c t s ,  w h y  

t b e n  o n l y  s o  m u c h  t h e  w o r s e  f o r  t l i e  f a c t s .  W e  h a v e  a  v e r y  s i m i l a r  

s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  in  m o d e r n  c h u r c h  h i s t o r y .  W h e n  t h e  H o l y  L a n d  f e l l  

i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  S a r a c e n s ,  p i l g r i m a g e s  c o u ld  n o  l o n g e r  b e  m a d e  t o  

t b e  H o l y  P l a c e s .  W e l l ,  n o  t i m e  w a s  l o s t  in  m a k i n g  n e w  H o l y  P l a c e s  

in  E u r o p e  f o r  p i l g r i m s ,  a n d  i n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c r o s s ,  v e r y  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  P a n c h  K o s i  a t  B e n a r e s .  N o r  w a s  t h i s  a l l .  T h e  H o l y  

H o u s e  ( Sancla casa) a t  B e t h l e h e m  w o n l d  n o t  r e m a in  t h e r e  u n d e r  t b e  

p o l l u t i o n  o f  t h e  I n f id e l  T u r k ,  b u t  o n 6 f in e  n i g h t  b o d i l y  f l e w  a c r o s s  l a n d  

a n d  s e a ,  a n d  f in a l ly  l o c a t e d  i t s e l f  a t  L o r e t t o  i n  I t a l y ,  a s  a  r e w a r d  f o r  t h e  

v i r t u e  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  a n d  t h e  g r e a t e r  g l o r y  o f  m o t h e r  c h n r c h .  

U n l e s s  o n e  i s  e m u l o u s  o f  m a r t y r d o m  i t  d o e s  u o t  d o  t o  e x p r e s s  a n y  d o n b t  

a s  t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h i s  f l i g h t  in  t h a t  p a r t  o f  I t a l y .

A  v e r y  c u r io u s  c o i n c i d e n c e  h a p p e n e d  w h i l e  I  w a s  w r i t i n g  m y  

f o r m e r  a r t i c l e .  I  l o o k e d  n p  G a u h a t i  o n  a  r a i l w a y  m a p ,  a n d  f o n n d  

m u c h  t o  m y  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  a  r a i l w a y  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  b u i l t  f r o m  t h e r e  t o  a  

p la c e  in  A s s a m  c a l l e d  L a n k a ,  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  f o r  M a n ip u r .  T h i s  I  a t  

o n c e  t o o k  a s  a  l u c k y  o m e n  f a v o u r i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  m y  t h e o r y  a s  t o  t h e  

r o u t e  f o l l o w e d  b y  K a m a  t o  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  L a n k a .  I n  m y  l a s t  a r t i c l e  

I  q u o t e d  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  a s  i o  t h e  H i n d u  l e g e n d  w h i c h  p o p n l a t e d  

E u r o p e  f r o m  t h e  p r o g e n y  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  o f  

H a n u m a n ’s  w h i t e  w a r r io r s  a n d  t h e  b la c k  R a k s h a s a ’s  s o n s  o f  L a n k a .  

I  s h o w e d  t o o  t h a t  t h e  m o u n t a i n  r a n g e s  c o m m e n c i n g  in  J a v a ,  a n d  e x *  

t e n d i n g  t h r o u g h  A s i a ,  w e r e  p r o lo n g e d  i n t o  W e s t e r n  S p a i n .  B e t w e e n  

S p a i n , *  B r i t t a n y ,  C o r n w a l l  a n d  I r e l a n d , t  o r  A r a y a  la n d ,  t h e  s a c r e d  

l a n d  f r o m  w h i c h ,  w h e n  f o r m i n g  t h e  N o r t h - W e s t  p r o m o n t o r y  o f  A t l a s  o f  

S e m i t i e  c o l o n i s t s  w e r e  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  M a n u  o f  t b a t  a g e  f o r  t h e  s e e d  o f  

t h e  p r e s e n t  A r y a n  R a c e s .  T h e  R e v d .  B a r i n g  G o u l d ,  in  b i s  l a s t  b o o k ,  

“  W e s t  C o u n t r y  L o r e ,”  s a y s —

“ T h e  a v e r a g e  m a n  w h o  w a n ts  to  k n o w  h o w  h is  p r e h is t o r ic  fo r e r u n n e r s  iu  

th e s e  i s la n d s  l i v e d  c a n n o t  d o  b e t t e r  t h a u  r e a d  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  t h e n  g o  t o  
s e e  f o r  h im s e l f .  T h e  l iu t - d w e l le r s  o f  D a r tm o o r  w e r e  p r o b a b ly  a  t a l l ,  g e n t l e ,  
s t r a ig h t - h a ir e d  p e o p le ,  w h o  u s e d  t h e  r e in -d e e r  fo r  d r a u g h t ,  a n d  w h o  w e r e  

s w e p t  o u t  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a in  b y  t h e  d u s k y  I v e r n ia n  r a c e , s p e a k in g  a  t o n g u e  

a k in  t o  t h e  B a s q u e ,  a n d  t h e s e  in  t h e ir  t u r n  w e r e  o v e r r u n  b y  t h e  S a x o n .  
B u t  in  t h e  o u t l y i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h - W e s t e r n  P e n in s u la ,  m o u n ta iu o u s  a n d  
b o g g y ,  t h e  o ld e r  b lo o d  r e m a in e d  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  p u r e ,  a s  i t  h a s  d o n e  in  t h e  

is la n d s  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  C o a s t  o f  I r e la n d ,  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  s e e  b y  d o z e n s  m e n  
w h o m  n o  o n e  w o u ld  fo r  a n  in s t a n t  c o n f u s e  w i t h  a n y  ty p e  o f  E n g l is h m a n .”

A  s u r p r i s e  i s  a w a i t i n g  E u r o p e a n  e t h n o l o g i s t s  w h e n  t h a t  m y t h i c a l  

r a c e  o f  m o u u t a in  s a v a g e s ,  a k in  t o  t h e  H a i r y  A i n o s  o f  J a p a n ,  b u t  c r e d ­

i t e d  in  a d d i t io n  w i t h  a  c a u d a l  a p p e n d a g e ,  t h e  L o lo s  o f  t h e  b a c k  

m o u n t a i n o u s  r e g i o n  b e t w e e n  C h in a  a n d  T h i b e t ,  a r e  a t  l a s t  d i s c o v e r e d ,  

a n d  c e r t i f i e d  t o  b y  o r t h o d o x  s c i e n c e .  T h e  r e a s o n  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a

*  Ib eria . f  H ib ern ia , Iern ia , an d  E rin.



r a c e  o f  w h i t e  N e g r o e s ,  i f  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s .  T h e y  

a r e  c o v e r e d ,  n o t  w i t h  h a i r ,  l i k e  t h e  A in o s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  s h o r t  w o o l  

p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  N e g r o .  N o w  t h e  m o s t  c u r i o u s  t h i n g  i s  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r a c e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e s e  C h i n e s e  L o l o s  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  

h i g h  d i v i d i n g  r a o g e s  o f  t h e  H i m a l a y a s  b e t w e e n  I n d i a  a n d  T h i b e t  t h a t  

h a v e  n e v e r  y e t  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  E u r o p e a n s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  r e a s o n  i s  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  b a t  f e w  o f  t h e m ,  t h e y  n e v e r  c o m e  n e a r  a n y  o f  t h e  P a h a r i  

v i l l a g e s ,  a n d  t h e y  l i v e  a m o n g  t h e  b e l t  o f  t h e  s i l v e r  b i r c h ,  w h i c h  t r e e s  

a r e  o n l y  f o u n d  a  l i t t l e  b e lo w  t h e  l i n e  o f  p e r p e t u a l  s n o w .  T h e y  a r e  

o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s e e n  b y  t h e  P a h a r i  s h e p h e r d s ,  b y  w h o m  t h e y  a r e  

k n o w n  a s  “  B a n  M a u u s h , ”  o r  f o r e s t  m e n .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  L a n g u r s ,  w h ic h  

T b a v e  m y s e l f  m e t  w i t h  a t  e x t r e m e  e l e v a t i o n s ,  a s  t h e  h i l l  m e n  h a v e  a  

d i f f e r e n t  n a m e  f o r  t h e s e — Goni, O t h e r  m o n k e y s  a n d  a p e s ,  b e s id e s  Rhesus 
Macacus, t h e r e  a r e  n o n e .  A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e s e  B a n  M a n n s l i  a r e  

m e n ,  a n d  n o t  a p e s ,  i s  t b a t  t h e y  u s o  t h e  b a r k  o f  t h e  s i l v e r  b ir c h ,  k n o w n  

i n  I n d i a  a s  Bhojpatra, t o  c l o t h e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h ,  a n d  e v e n  m a k e  h a t a  

a n d  c a p s  o f  i t .  T h e i r  c o n c h e s  a l s o  a r e  f o u n d  in  c a v e s  a n d  n n d e r  t r e e s ,  

a n d  t h e i r  b e d d i n g  a g a i n  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  b a r k  o f  t h e  s i l v e r  b ir c h .  ,

I n  s i z e  t h e y  a r e  t a l l e r  a n d  t h i n n e r  t h a n  t h e  P a h a r i s .  E v e r y  n o w  a n d  

a g a i n  i n s t a n c e s  o c c u r  o f  P a h a r i  w o m e n ,  s t r a y i n g  f a r  f r o m  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  

i n  s e a r c h  o f  j a n g l e  p r o d n c e ,  b e i n g  o v e r p o w e r e d  b y  t h e s e  f o r e s t  m e n .  

T h e  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  o f  t h e  b r o w n  P a h a r i s ,  a s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s n c h  s y l v a n  

a m o u r s ,  a r e  f a i r e r  e v e n  t h a n  E u r o p e a n s .  S o  w e l l  k n o w n  a r e  t h e s e  

c h i l d r e n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  c h r i s t e n e d  S a h i b  S i n g ,  o r  f o r  s h o r t ,  

S & h b o o ,  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  I  c a n  g i v e  n a m e s  o f  p e r s o n s  

a n d  p l a c e s .  N o w  f r o m  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  t a k e n  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  q u o t a ­

t i o n  p r e v i o u s l y  g i v e n  f r o m  B a r i n g  G o u l d ,  w e  c a n  s e e  t h a t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

f a c t o r  h a s  b e e n  m i s s e d  f r o m  t h e  e t h n o l o g y  o f  E u r o p e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  in  

s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  g r a i n  o f  t r u t h  in  t h e  o l d  H i n d u  l e g e n d  t h a t  

t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  H a n u m a n ’s  w a r r io r s  a n d  t h e  R a k s h a s i n s  o f  L a n k a  

p e o p l e d  E u r o p e .  A  g e n t l e m a n  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  S a v a g e  L a n d o r ,  a  y e a r  

o r  t w o  a g o ,  w i t h  a  g r e a t  fanfare o f  t r u m p e t s ,  h e r a l d e d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  

s o m e  s a v a g e s  i n  U p p e r  K u m a o n  ; b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  m e r e l y  s o m e  “  j u n g l e  

P a h a r i s , ’’ o u t c a s t e d  b y  t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s  a s  D o m s ,  a n d  d i f f e r i n g  in  

n o  w a y  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  Pahari Doms o f  t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  T h e y  m n s t  i n  n o  

w ary  b e  c o n f o u n d e d  w ifch  t h e  “  F o r e s t  m e n ”  o f  t h e  s i l v e r  b ir c h  z o n e ,  

w h o  n p  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  r e m a i n e d  u n d i s c o v e r e d ,  b n t  a r e  

n t i l i k e l y  e v e r  t o  b e  s a m p l e d  b y  t h e  o r t h o d o x  e t h n o l o g i s t .

A s  r e g a r d s  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  R & m a y a n a  t h e  H o n .  M r . T i l a k  w r i t e s  t o  

m e  t h a t  *• i t  i s  s t i l l  a  m a t t e r  o f  d o u b t  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y .  T h e  m e n t i o n  o f  

t h e  Rashis ( z o d i a c a l  s i g n s )  i n  i t ,  i f  t h e  p a s s a g e  b o  n o t  i n t e r p o l a t e d ,  

w o n l d  n e c e s s i t a t e  o u r  p l a c i n g  i t  in  t h e  4 t h  C e n t u r y  A .D .  B u t  I  d o  n o t  

t h i n k  w e  c a n  a s s i g n  t h e  w o r k  t o  a n y  d a t e  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  t h e  V i k r a m a  E r a .  T h e r e  a r e  a  g o o d  m a n y  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  R&m& - 

y a n a  in  t h e  M a h a b h A r a ta ,  a n d  in  o n e  p l a c e  a  v e r s e  i s  q u o t e d  e x p r e s s ­

l y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  ia  f r o m  t h e  R a m & y a n a . T h e  c o n t e x t  i s  s u c h  a s  

t o  e x c l u d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  in  q u e s t io n  b e i n g  a n  i n t e r -



p o l a t i o n .  I  a m  t h e r e f o r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  R a m a y a n a  i s  o ld e r  

t h a n  t h e  M a h & b h a r a ta , a n d  w e  k n o w  f r o m  a n  in s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  M a h a -  

b h A r a ta  c o n t a i n e d  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  v e r s e s  in  t h e  4 t h  C e n t u r y  A . D .  T h e r e  a r e  

o t h e r  g r o u n d s  t o  b o ld  t b a t  R a m a y a n a  m u s t  b e  p la c e d  i n  t h e  3 r d  o r  4 t h  

C e u t u r y  b e f o r e  C h r i s t ,  i f  n o t  e a r l i e r . ”  I n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a b o v e ,  I  t h i n k ,  

w h e r e  w e  c a n  g e t  a n  a s t r o l o g i c a l  in f e r e n c e ,  i t  i s  t h e  s a f e s t .  I n t e r p o l a ­

t io n s  a r e  n e v e r  m a d e  e x c e p t  w i t h  a n  o b j e c t ,  a n d  i t  i s  w o r t h  n o  o n e ’s  

w h i l e  t o  m a k e  a n  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  w h e r e  a n  a s t r o l o g i c a l  i n f e r e n c e  i s  c o n ­

c e r n e d .  B u t  s u c h  a s t r o l o g i c a l  in f e r e n c e s  c a n  o n l y  b e  m a d e  w h e r e  t h e  

s o la r  y e a r  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e r e f o r e  a s  41)0 A . D .  i s  q u i t e  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

a s  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  R a m a y a n a  w e  m a y  b e  c e r t a i n  t h e  A n u b a s i s  w a s  p r io r  

t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s o l a r  y e a r ,  a n d  I  w o n ld  f ix  t h e  d a t e  in  t h e  f o r m e r  s o l a r  

y e a r ,  o r  2 6 , 3 0 0  y e a r s  b e f o r e  C h r i s t ,  an d . 2 3 , 2 0 0  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  

b a t t l e  o f  K n r u k s l i e t r a ,  w h ic h  t h e  M a h a b h a r a t a  w a s  w r i t t e n  t o  c o m ­

m e m o r a t e .

A s  r e g a r d s  m y  t h e o r y ,  M r . T i l a k  s a y s  “  T h e  p r in c ip a l  o b j e c t i o n  —  

a n d  o n e  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s id e r e d — t o  y o u r  v i e w  i s ,  t h a t  t h e  

R a m a y a n a  o f  V a l m i k i  i s  d e c i d e d l y  a g a i n s t  i t .  S e v e r a l  p l a c e s  in  S o u t h e r n  

I n d i a  a r e  m e n t io n e d  in  t h e  R a m a y a n a ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  s e e  h o w  y o u  c a n  

r e c o n c i le  y o u r  v i e w  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  R a m a ’s  r o u t e ,  c o n t a in e d  i n  

t h e  R a m a y a n a ,  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  R a m a  w e n t  t o  

L a n k a  t h r o u g h  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a .  B n t  a s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  I n d ia  a n d  

L a n k a  i s  s t a t e d  t o  b e  1 0 0  y o j a n a s  ( a n  y o j a n a  i s  8 m i l e s )  s o m e  w r i t e r s  

h a v e  d o u b t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  i s l a n d  o f  C e y lo n  i s  t h e  L a n k a  o f  t h e  R & - 

m a y a n a .  B u t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e x a c t  p o s i t i o n  o f  L a n k a  i s  t h u s  a  m a t t e r  o f  

d o u b t ,  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  w e  c a n  c o n s t r u e  t h e  R a m a y a n a  in  s u c h  a  w a y  a s  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  R a m a ’s  r o u t e  l a y  t h r o u g h  B u r m a ; u n l e s s  

y o u  m e a n  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  d i s t o r t e d ,  w h e t h e r  i n t e n t i o n ­

a l l y  o r  o t h e r w i s e  b y  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  R S m & y a n a .”  T h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  

w h a t  I  d o  m e a n  t o  a s s e r t .  T h e  R a m a y a n a  w a s  w r i t t e n ,  n o t  a s  a  h i s t o r i ­

c a l  o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  t r e a t i s e ,  b n t  a s  a n  o r i e n t a l  Chanyon de Roland. N o  

m o r e  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a c c u r a c y  m u s t  b e  lo o k e d  f o r  in  V a l m i -  

k i s  R a m a y a n a  t h a n  in  B u n y a n ’s  “ P i l g r i m ’s  P r o g r e s s , ”  w h i c h  i s  t h e  

E n g l i s h  R & m & y a n a . T h e  r e a l  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  L a n k a  w a s  

a s  m u c h  “  Taboo ”  t o  t h e  H i n d u  w o r l d  a s  s e a  v o y a g e s ,  a n d  f o r  e x a c t l y  

t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n s ,  w h ic h  I  h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  e x p l a i n e d .  Y a l m i k i s  R a m & -  

y a n a  w a s  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  e d i f i c a t io n  o f  t h e  o r t h o d o x  H i n d u ,  a n d  n o t  

t o  t e a c h  b o y s  h i s t o r y  a u d  g e o g r a p h y .  A l l  t b e  a n c i e n t  H i n d u  S a t r a s  a n d  

I t i h a s a s  a r e  “  f u l l  o f  b l i n d s , ”  a s  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  h a s  s o  o f t e n  i n s i s t e d  ; 

a n d  t h e  R a m f i y a n a  i s  t h e r e f o r e  m o r e  f u l l  o f  “  b l i n d s  ”  t h a n  e v e n  t h e  

M a h a b h a r a t a ,  b e i n g  a n  Itihasa t r e a t i n g  o f  a  m u c h  m o r e  a n c i e n t  p e r io d .  

T h e n  a s  t o  t h e  h u n d r e d  y o j a n a s  f r o m  t h e  B r a h m a p o o t r a  t o  N a g k o n  

W a t ,  o r  t o  A y u t h i a  in  S i a m  —  i t  i s  j u s t  a b o u t  t h i s  d i s t a n c e ,  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  

l in e ,  w h e r e a s  f r o m  A y o d h i a  in  O u d h  to  C e y lo n  i s  n e a r ly  2 0 0  y o j a n a s .  

S o  n e i t h e r  b y  t b e  d i s t a n c e  g i v e n ,  n o r  b y  t h e  M e r id ia n  o f  O u j e i n ,  c a n  

C e y lo n  b e  t h e  L a n k a  o f  * h e  R a m a y a n a .  C a n  M r . T i l a k  e x p l a i n  h o w ,  i f  

L a n k a  b e  n o t  t o w a r d s  S ia m  a n d  J a v a ,  h e  a c c o u n t s  f o r . t h e  s t n p e n -



d o n s  p i l e  o f  N a g k o r .  W a t  in  C a m b o d ia ,  w i t h  i t s  p i c t o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t io n  o f  t h e  R & m & y a n a  o n  a  g i g a n t i c  s c a l e  in  s t o n e ,  a n d  t h e  c i t i e s  w i t h  

A r y a n  n a m e s  a m i d s t  a  n o n - A r y a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  A y u t h i a  i n  

S ia m ,  S o u r a y a b a y a  in  J a v a ,  a n d  A m a r a p t t r a  i n  B u r m a  • t h e r e  b e i n g  

a n o t h e r  A m a r a p u r a  in  C e y lo n ,  a n d  a n  I n d r a v a t i  ( A i r a v a t i ,  I r a w a d y , )  

in  B u r m a ,  a n d  a n  I n d r a v a t i  c o n f lu e n t  o f  t h e  Q o d a v e r y  ? H o w  c a n  h e  

e x p l a i n  a w a y  t h e s e  v e r y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o in c id e n c e s  ? A n d  i f  n e i t h e r  

b y  t h e  M e r id ia n  o f  O n j e i n ,  n o r  b y  t h e  d i s t a n c e  g i v e n ,  c a u  C e y lo n  b e  

L a n k a ,  w h e r e  t h e n  w i l l  h e  lo c a t e  t h e  L a n k a  o f  t h e  R a m a y a u a  s a t i s f a c ­

t o r i ly  ?

T h o m a s  B anojt.

VEDANTA, SANKHYA AND BUDDHISM ON PERSONALITY,
f  I T ^ r H A T  i s  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  m a n  ? * i s  a  q u e s t io n  

Y  V  w h i c h  h a s  f o r m e d  a  n u c le u s  o f  a  d e e p  c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  s p e c u l a ­

t io n  f r o m  e a r l i e s t  t i m e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  w h o  

h a v e  p la c e d  a l l  p e r s o n a l i t y  in  t h e  s o u l ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  w h o  

h a v e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o — t h e  s o u l  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  T h e  

f o r m e r  v i e w  i s  g e n e r a l l y  m e t  w i t h  e i t h e r  in  O c c i d e n t a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  i n  

m o s t  s c h o o l s  o f  O r i e n t a l  p h i l o s o p h y  s u c h  a s  N y & y a , V a i s e s  h i k a ,  <fcc. 

B u t  t h e  t h r e e  s y s t e m s  o f  t h o u g h t ,  t h e  Y e d a n t a ,  S a n k h y a ,  a n d  B u d ­

d h is m ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c r e a m  o f  E a s t e r n  p h i l o s o p h y — n a y  p h i l o s o ­

p h y  i n .  g e n e r a l — a r e  e q u a l l y  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a  v i e w ,  a n d  t h e y  f i r m l y  

a d v o c a t e  t h e  o t h e r  t h e o r y  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e .

F r o m  t h e i r  s t a n d p o in t ? ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  m a n  i s  

s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  s o u l  a n d  h e n c e  l i a b l e  t o  d i s s o l u t i o n  in  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  m a n .

I n  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  f r o m  t h e  s o n l ,  t h e y  o n c e  f o r  a l l  

s i l e n c e d  a l l  t h e  a t t a c k s  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t s  in  a s s i g n i n g  m a t e r i a l i t y  t o  

t h e  s o u l .  W h i l e  t h e y  h a v e  s a v e d  t h e  s o u l  i n t a c t  i n  i t s  p e r c a a n e n c y ,  

in t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  o t h e r  a t t r i b u t e s ,  f r o m  t h e  a t t a c k s  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  t h e y  

h a v e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  m a d e  t b e  l a t e s t  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r r i v e d  a t  i n  t h e  

d o m a in  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  h a r m o n iz e  w i t h  t h e i r  t h e o r i e s — t h e o r i e s  fo r *  

m n la t e d  a n d  p e r f e c t e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  a g o .

I t  w i l l  b e  h i g h l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  h a v e  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e s *  

t h r e e  g r e a t  s y s t e m s  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  s e t  

fo r th  h e r e  l u c i d l y  a u d  a c c u r a t e l y .

V e d a ' n t a .

T h e  Y e d & n t a  p la c e s  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  in  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  S f i k s h m a  

S a r ir a  o r  s u b t l e  b o d y .  I t  i s  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  s o u l  a n d  a c c o m p a n ie s  i t  

in  i t s  m i g r a t i o n s .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e n t e e n  m e m b e r s  a s  g i v e n  b e lo w  :—

( 1)  F i v e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e :  e a r ,  s k in ,  e y e ,  t o n g n e  a n d  n o s e .

(2 )  F i v e  o r g a n s  o f  a c t io n  : m o u t h ,  h a n d ,  f o o t ,  a n u s  a n d  g e n e r a t i v e

o r g a n ,
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( 3 )  F i v e  v i t a l  a i r s  : (a )  P r a n a — r e s p i r a t i o n ,  ( 6) A p a n a — i n s p i r a t i o n ,

(c) V y a u a —  f l a t u o u s n e s s ,(d)U d & n a — e x p i r a t i o n ,  ( e )  S a m i n a —  

d i g e s t i o n .

( 4 )  I n t e l l e c t ,  w h  o h  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  c e r t a i n t y .

( 5 )  M in d ,  w h i c h  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  i r r e s o l u t i o n .

T h e s e  a r e  t h e  s e v e n t e e n  c o n s t i t u e n t s  f o r m i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  

m a n .  T h e y  c o m p r i s e  a l l  p e r c e p t i v e  a n d  a c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  a n d  a l l  t h i n k i n g  

a n d  e g o i s m .  T h i s  b u r  d i e ,  a s  i t  m a y  b e  c a l l e d ,  i s  v i e w e d  f r o m  a n o t h e r  

s t a n d p o i n t  a s  c o n s i s t  n g  o f  t h r e e  s h e a t h s :  ( I )  V i g n a n a m a y a - K o s a —  

c o g n i t i o n a l  s h e a t h — c o m p r i s i n g  i n t e l l e c t  a n d  t h e  f iv e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e ; (2)  

M a n o m a y a - K o a a — m e n t a l  s h e a t h — c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m i n d  a n d  t h e  f i v e  

o r g a n s  o f  a c t io n  ; ( 3 )  P r a n a m a y a - K o s a — r e s p i r a t o r y  s h e a t h — c o m p r i s i n g  

f i v e  v i t a l  a i r s  a n d  t h e  j r g a n s  o f  a c t io n .

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s  i t  m a y  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  t h r e e  K o s a - s h e a t h s  f o r m

t h e  i n t e r n a l  w o r ld ,  t h e  w o r ld  o f  i n t e l l e c t .  T h e  A ' t m a ,  o r  t h e  s o u l ,  i s  f a r  

b e y o n d  t h e m .

L e t  u s  n e x t  p r o c e e d  t o  S a n k h y a .  I t  a l s o  h a s  t h e  s a m e  v i e w  a s  t b e  

V e d a n t a ,  s l i g h t l y  m o d i f ie d .  T h e  s u b t l e  b o d y  c a l l e d  L i n g a  S a r i r a  h e r e  

c o n s i s t s  o f  1 8  e l e m e n t s —

( ! )  B u d d h i  ( I n t e l l e c t ) .

( 2 )  A h a m k a r a  ( E g o i s m ) .

( 3 )  M in d .

( 4 )  F i v e  T a n m a t r a s  o r  t h e  e s s e n c e s  o f  A h a m k a r a  a s ,  e s s e n c e  o f

s o u n d ,  e s s e n c e  o f  c o n t a c t ,  e s s e n c e  o f  c o lo u r ,  e s s e n c e  o f

s a v o u r ,  a n d  e s s e n c e  o f  o d o u r .

( 5 )  F i v e  o r g a n s  o f  s e n s e .

( 6)  F i v e  o r g a n s  o f  a c t io n .

T h i s  i s  t h e  S a n k l  y a  t h e o r y  a n d  i t  s t r i k i n g l y  t a l l i e s  w i t h  t h a t  o f  

t h e  V e d & n t a .  T h e  P c r u s b a — t h e  s o u l — i s  b e y o n d  t h e m  a l l .

N o w  c o m e s  B u d d h i s m .  F r o m  t h e  B u d d h i s t i c  s t a n d p o i n t  t h e  i n t e r n a l  

w o r l d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h a  f iv e  S k a n d h a s  o r  g r o u p s  a n d  t h e s e  o n l y  f u r n i s h  

a l l  b a s i s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y .  B y  c o m p a r in g  t h e s e  f i v e  g r o u p s  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  

s h e a t h s  o f  t h e  V e d a n t a ,  w e  w i l l  f in d  t h a t  t h e y  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b le  t h e m  

a n d  a r e  e n t i r e l y  c o m p r e h e n d e d  in  t h e  t h r e e  V e d & n t io  K o s a s .  I t  i s  

t o o  r a s h  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e  B u d d h i s t i c  t h e o r y  w a s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  in  

i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  V e d a n t i c  o n e — y e t  o n e  c a n n o t  b u t  b e  s t r u c k  a t  t h e  

c l o s e  r e s e m b la n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o .

T h e  f iv e  g r o n p s  a r e  :—

(1) R f t p a - s k a n d h a — t h e  g r o u p  o f  s e n s a t i o n ,  c o m p r i s i n g  s e n s e s  a n d

t h e i r  o b j e c t s ,  a s  c o lo u r ,  & c .

(2)  V i j n a n a - s k a n d h a — t h e  g r o u p  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  c o m p r i s in g  b o t h

t h e  s e r i e s  o f  s e l f - c o g n i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a )  

w o r ld .



( 3 )  V e d a n a - s k a n d h a — t h e  g r o u p  o f  f e e l i n g ,  c o m p r i s i n g  a l l  f e e l i n g

a s  p l e a s u r e ,  p a in ,  &c.
(4 )  S a r a h y a - s k a n d l i a — t h e  g r o n p  o f  v e r b a l  k n o w l e d g e  c o m p r i s i n g

k n o w l e d g e  o f  o b j e c t s  b y  t h e i r  n a m e s .

( 5 )  S a m s k a r a - s k a n d h a — t h e  g r o u p  o f  i m p r e s s io n s ,  c o m p r e h e n d i n g

p a s s i o n ,  a v e r s i o n ,  v i r t u e  o r  v ic e ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

T h e  s e c o n d  g r o n p  i s  chitta a n d  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  i t s  e v o l u t e s .

T h e  B u d d h i s t s  p l a c e  a l l  p e r s o n a l i t y  h e r e .

F r o m  t h e s e  t h r e e  v i e w s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  t h r e e  s y s t e m s  o f  

t h o u g h t  c o n s id e r  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  a  s o r t  o f  p h e n o m e n a l  e v o l u t e ,  w h i c h  i s  

l i a b l e  t o  d i s s o l u t i o n — t h o u g h  n o t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  e a c h  d e a t h  b u t  a f t e r  m a n y  

m i g r a t i o n s  w h e n  t h e  t r u e  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  b e e n  g a in e d *  ,

K a n n o o  M a l .

SWAMI DYANAND SARASWATI

[ E x c e p t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  t o  a  r e m a r k  o f  m in e  t h a t  S w a m i  D y a n a n d  

u s e d  t o  r i d i c u l e  O r t h o d o x  P a n d i t s  a n d  c a l l  t h e m  popejts, o n e  o f  h i s  

f o l l o w e r s  h a s  s e n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  r e ­

w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e  w r i t e r ’s  v i e w s  i n  i d i o m a t i c  E n g l i s h .  

T h e  s e n s e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  in t e r f e r e d  w i t h . — Ed.]

A
L L O W  m e  t o  s h o w  y o u  t h e  r e a s o n s  w h y  S w a m i  D y a n a n d  S a r a s w a t i  

— t h e  g r e a t e s t  m o d e r n  H i n d u  r e f o r m e r — u s e d  t o  r i d i c u l e  t h e  s o -  

c a l l e d  o r t h o d o x  B r a b m a n a s  o f  t h e s e  d a y s .  B e f o r e  y o u  s e t  f o o t  i n  I n d i a  

t o  h e l p  u s  r e v i v e  t h e  d y i n g  H i n d u  r e l i g i o n  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h e  S w a m i ­

j e e  h a d  d o n e  h i s  b e s t  t o  in d u c e  t h e  P a n d i t s  o f  B e n a r e s  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  

t o  r e a l l y  a n d  t r u l y  a c t  u p  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  V e d i c  i n j u n c t i o n s  a n d  n o t  

m e r e l y  t o  o f f e r  l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  n o b l e s t  l e g a c y  o f  t h e  

o l d  R i s h i s — w h i l e  a c q u i e s c i n g  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  d e b a s i u g  T a n t r i c  a n d  P a u -  

r a n i c  r i t e s .  B n t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  l i s t e n  t o  h i m  a n d  j e e r e d  a n d  r e v i l e d  

h i m .  T h e s e  p e o p le ,  w e d d e d  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  l a w ,  c o u ld  n o t  r i s e  u p  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  n o b l e  s p i r i t  w h i c h  w a s  s h o w i n g  t h e m  t h e  

w a y  t o  a  r i s e n  a n d  n o b le r  I n d i a  ; t h e y  s t u c k  t o  t h e i r  l o w e r ,  m a t e r i a l  

c o n c e p t i o n s  w h i c h  f i l l e d  t h e i r  p o c k e t s ,  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  

t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  S w a m i j e e  o r  h i s  t e a c h i n g s .  S w a m i  D y a n a n d  i n  t h o s e  

d a y s  u s e d  t o  g i v e  h i s  t e a c h i n g s  a n d  l e c t u r e s  in  p u r e  S a n s k r i t  o n l y ,  a n d  

t h i s  g a v e  t h e  P a n d i t s  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  m a l i g n i n g  a n d  m i s r e p r e s e n t ­

i n g  h i m  t o  t h e  u n le a r n e d  m a s s e s .  W h e n  t h e  S w a m i j e e  f o u n d  o u t  h o w  

h o  w a s  b e i n g  m i s r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  p e r s o n s  o n  w l io m  h e  r e l i e d  f o r  t h e  

r a i s i n g  a g a i n  o f  t b e  o n c e  g l o r i o u s  r e l i g i o n  o f  B h a r a t a v a r s h a  f o r  t h e  s a k e  

o f  t h e i r  p a l t r y  m o n e t a r y  g a i n s ,  h e  g a v e  u p  b i s  S a n s k r i t  d i s c o u r s e s  a n d  

a d o p t e d  t h e  H i n d i  l a n g u a g e ,  s o  t h a t  h i s  a p p e a l  s h o u ld  g o  t o  t h e  

p e o p l e  d i r e c t l y  i n s t e a d  o f  f i l t e r i n g  t h r o u g h  p o i s o n e d  s o u r c e s .  T h e s e  

B r a h m a n  P a n d i t s  s a v e d  n o  e x p e n s e  a n d  t r o u b le  in  t r y i n g  t o  d i s c r e d i t



S w a m i j e e — e v e n  g o i n g  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  p l o t t i n g  a g a i n s t  h i s  l i f e ; a s  i s  

a m p l y  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  L i v e s  o f  S w a m i  D y a n a n d  a u d  h i s  G u r u ,  S w a m i  

V ir a j a n a u d .  I f  y o a  w i l l  o n l y  t a k e  t h e  t r o u b le  t o  r e a d  u p  t h e  l i v e s  o f  

t h e s e  t w o  m o d e r n  R i s h i s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  h o w  a m p l y  j u s t i f i e d  w a s  h i s  p o s i -  

t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e s e  o r t h o d o x  m o d e r n  P a n d i t s  w h o  s p a r e d  n o  

p a in s  to  i n f l i c t  h u m i l i a t i o n s  n p o n  h i m ,  a n d  n e v e r  s t i r r e d  a  f in g e r  e i t h e r  

t o  h e l p  h im  r a i s e  t h e  i d e a l  o f  H i n d u  r e l i g i o n  o r  d i d  a n y t h i n g  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  s a m e  e n d .  H o w  t h e n  c a n  y o u  e x p e c t  a n y  p a t r i o t i c ,  

i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  t h e  g o o d  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y  a s  h i s  

s u p r e m e  i d e a l ,  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a d  l o s t  a l l  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  i n  

t h e i r  r u s h  a f t e r  t h e  c a r n a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .

T h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  B u d d h a  w h ic h  y o u  p r o f e s s ,  w a s  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

n o t h i n g  b u t  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  h a u g h t i n e s s ,  t h e  ig n o r a n c e  a n d  t h e  

ignoblen€SS  o f  t b e  B r a h m a n i c  l i f e  o f  t h o s e  d a y s .  I t  w a s  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  

p e r s o n s  w h o  h a d  r e s e r v e d  a l l  t h e  p l u m s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  

h a d  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e y  t o o  o w e d  d u t i e s  in  r e t u r n  f o r  t h o s e  p r i v i l e g e s  

w h i c h  t h e y  e n j o y e d .  N o !  t h e y  w o u ld  n o t  r e c o g n i s e  i t  a n d  l i k e  T e n n y ­

s o n ’s  L o t o s  E a t e r s —

“ O n th e  h ills  lik e  G ods to g e th e r
C are less  of m a n k in d ,”

t h e y  s t u c k  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  r e s i s t e d ,  w i t h  m i g h t  a n d  m a in ,  e v e i  y  e f f o r t  a t  

r e f o r m a t io n ,  t i l l  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  e x a s p e r a t e d  a n d  s c h i s m s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  

o f  w h i c h  B u d d h i s m  a n d  J a i n i s m  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s .  S w a m i  D y a n a n d  

w a s  o p p o s e d  t o  m o d e r n  B r a h m a n ie a l  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e i r  

m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  V e d a s ,  t h e r e f o r e  h e  w a s  m a d e  o u t  t o  b e  t h e  

a r c h  e n e m y  o f  H i n d u i s m ,  b y  t h o s e  w h o  h a d  d o n e  a n d  w e r o  d o i n g  t h e i r  

b e s t  t o  l o w e r  H i n d u i s m  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  u o t  o n l y  t h e  w o r ld  b u t  e v e n  o f  

i t s  f o l l o w e r s .

N o w  i g n o r a n c e  c a u n o t  a s k  t h a t  i t  b e  r e s p e c t e d ,  a n d  t h e s e  P a n d i t s ,  

w h i l e  g r e a t  a d e p t s  a t  h a i r s p l i t t i n g  a n d  v e r b a l  q u a r r e l s ,  w e r e  t o t a l l y  

i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  m e a n i n g  c o n t a in e d  in  t h e  V e d a s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  g o o d  m a u y  

w h o  c o u ld  r e p e a t  t h e m  i n  a  p a r r o t - l i k e  f a s h i o n  o r  e v e n  i n  s o m e  a b s u r d  

w a y ,  t o  a n d  f r o ,  c a l l i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  o f  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  l e t t e r s  a n d  

s y l l a b l e s  jatd, krama, ghana, mtild, e t c . ,  w i t h o u t  e v e n  m a k i n g  t h e  

l e a s t  a t t e m p t  a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  r e p e a t i n g  in  a  t o t a l l y  

u n i n t e l l i g e n t  w a y .

M r .  G .  R .  S .  M e a d  t r u l y  r e m a r k s  in  h i s  “  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  O c c u l t ­

i s m , ”  t h a t  “  a  m a n  c a n n o t  b e  r e a l l y  j u s t  i f  h e  i s  i g n o r a n t . ”  “ A l l  

d i s c o r d ,”  s a y s  P a n d i t  G u r u  D a t t a  i n  h i s  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  I ' s a v & s y o p a n i -  

s h a d ,  “  s p r i n g s  o u t  o f  i g n o r a n c e .”  “  F o u r f o ld  i s  t h e  f e a r f u l  p o w e r  o f  i g n o r -  

a n c e ,  i t  l e a d s  i t s  p i t i a b l e  v i c t i m ,  in  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h i s  

v i s i b l e ,  a u d ib le  u n i v e r s e ,  t h e  v e r y  e l e m e n t s  o f  w h ic h  d e c o m p o s e  a n d  

d e c a y ,  s h a l l  l a s t  f o r e v e r ;  t h a t  t h i s  g r o s s  p h y s i c a l  b o d y ,  t h i s  m o r t a l  c o i l ,  

i s  t h e  o n ly  t h i n g  t h a t  l a s t s  fo r  e v e r .

T h i s  a g a i n  l e a d s  h i m  t o  p l u n g e  h e a d l o n g  iu t o  a l l  s o r t s  o f  s e n s u a l  

v i c e s  w h o s e  f in a l  e n d  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  p a in  a n d  m i s e r y .  H o w  t b e n  c a n



t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i g o o r a n t  b e  r e s p e c t e d .  N a y  i s  i t  n o t  t b e  b o u n d e n  d u t y  o f  

e v e r y  p e r s o n  t o  e x p o s e  e v e r y  a t t e m p t  a t  t h r o w i n g  d u a t  i n t o  t b e  e y e s  o f  

a n  a i l  l o o  g u l l i b l e  w o r ld .  T h e  S w a m i j e e  n e v e r  r id i c u l e d  o r  e x p o s e d  a n y  

t r u l y  l e a r n e d ,  p io u s  a n d  s i n c e r e  B r a h m a n .  T o  s u c h  a n  o n e  S w a m i j e e  

a l w a y s  s h o w e d  r e s p e c t  a n d  t o le r a n c e .  H e  w a s — a s  t h e  G i t d  s a y s — f r e e  

f r o m  a t t a c h m e n t s ,  f r e e  f r o m  l i k e s  a u d  d i s l i k e s ,  w i t h  a  w e l l - p o i s e d  m in d .  

H e  n e v e r  u n d e r t o o k  a n y  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  S e lf , w h a t o v e r  h e  d id  

w a a  o a t  o f  p u r e  c o m p u l s i o n  f o r  t h e  w o r ld ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  o t h e r  S e l v e s , 

a o  t h a t  t b e y  t o o  m i g h t  l e a r n  t h e  r i g h t  r o a d  t o  S a l v a t i o n ,  a n d  f r e e  

t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  m i g h t y  n e t  o f  I g n o r a n c e .  A s  a  S a n y & s i  o r  

e e c u l t i s t h e  m a d e  t h e  u n iv e r s e  h i s  f a m i l y  :—

( T h i s  i s  m in e  o r  t b a t  i s  h i s ,  i s  t h e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  s m a l l  m in d s ,  t h e  

u n i v e r s e  i s  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  l a r g e - h e a r t e d  p e r s o n .)

S w a m i j e e  w a s  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  p e r s o n  t h a n  t h e  o i d i o a r y  p a t r io t .  

H e  l o o k e d  b e y o n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  o f  t h e  w o r ld  f o  t h e  e t e r n a l  

v e r i t i e s  o n  w h i c h  m e n  s h o u l d  f a s t e n  t h e i r  h e a r t s .  H e  n e v e r  c o n f in e d  

h i m s e l f  t o  a n y  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  r a c e ,  n a t i o n  o r  s e c t ,  i n  h i s  t e a c h i n g s .  T o  

h i m  t h e  V e d a s  w e r e  i n  t b e  p la c e  o f  t h e  S u n  o r  t h e  M o o n , a s  t h e y  s h i n e  

i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c o u n t r y  o r  c r e e d ,  s o  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  V e d a s  o u g h t  t o  g o  

o u t  a n d  m o d e l  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  e v e r y  o n e ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  c o u n t r y  o r  c r e e d .  

H e  h a d  a  f u l l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e m  a n d  h e  m a d e  u s e  o f  i t  a n d  n e v e r  

s t r o v e  t o  h i d e  i t  f o r  s e l f i s h  o r  im m o r a l  p u r p o s e s .

T o  h im  m a n  w a s  m a n , w h e t h e r  h e  c a l l e d  h i m s e l f  J e w ,  G e n t i l e ,  

C h r i s t i a n ,  M u s s a lm a n  o r  H in d u .  H e  s t r o v e  to  b r i n g  t h e m  a l l  u n d e r  t h e  

V e d i c  b a n n e r .  H e  h a d  a  h o r r o r  o f  a n im a l  s a c r i f i c e s  a n d  h e  h a s  c o n c l u ­

s i v e l y  p r o v e d  in  l i i s  V e d a - b b & s h y a s  t h a t  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  m e a n  s o m e t h i n g  

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  m a d e  t o  m e a n  b y  t h e  O r t h o d o x  P a n *  

d i t s — d e v o i d  o f  V e d i c  w i s d o m .  H e  r e v i v e d  t h e  d a i l y  g r a c e f u l  p r a c t i c e  

o f  B a l i - v a i s v a d e v a  w h i c h  h a d  f a l l e n  iu t o  d i s u s e  b e f o r e  h i s  t i m e .

H e  w a s  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  t o  a l l  a n i m a l s  a n d  w a s  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  t h e  

c o w - p r o t e c t i o n  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  s o  s a d l y  m is u n d e r s t o o d .  H i s  

i d e a  w a s ,  a f t e r  b r i n g i n g  H i n d u s  b a c k  t o  t h e s e  o ld  id e a l s ,  t o  s e t  o u t  t o  

c o n v e r t  t h e  w o r ld  t o  t h e  s a m e  f a i t h  ; f o r  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  V e d a s  

w e r e  t h e  f o u n t  a n d  s o u r c e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  w i s d o m  f o r  a l l  t i m e  t o  

c o m e .

O n c e  h i s  G u r u ,  S w a m i  V ir a j a n a n d ,  a s k e d  R a r a a in h a r j e e ,  t h e  l a t e  

M a h a r a j a  o f  J a i p u r ,  t o  a r r a n g e  t o  h a v e  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  g r a m m a r  in  h i s  

P a l a c e  b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  a n d  a l l  t b e  g r a m m a r ia n s  t h a t  o o u ld  b e  g o t  b o ld  

o f ,  a n d  h e  u n d e r t o o k  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  V e d a s  w a s  p o s s i ­

b le  w i t h o u t  a  t h o r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  o f  P a n i n i ’s  A s h t a d h y d y i  a n d  t b e  M ah A *  

b h & sh y a *  A s  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p r o h i b i t i v e l y  

h i g h ,  t b e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  d i s c u s s io n  n e v e r  o a m e  o f f .  S u r e l y  a  t i m e  w i l l  

o o m e  w h e n  h i s  i d e a l  o f  a  r e v i v a l  o f  a n o ie n t  H i n d u  l i t e r a t u r e  in  a l l  i t a  

p r ia t i n e  g l o r y  w i l l  b e  fu l f i l le d *



n  Y o u ,  s i r ,  c o n s id e r  t h e  V e d i c  r e l i g io n  t o  b e  s e c t a r ia n  a n d  p o t  i t  o n  a  

l e v e l  w i t h  o t b e r  r e l i g i o n s  e a c h  h a v i n g  i t s  o w n  r e v e a le d  “  b o o k .’' I t  m a y  

a p p e a r  s o  t o  y o n  f r o m  y o u r  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  B a t  i t  i s  r e a l l y  

n o t  s o .  S w a m i j e e  h a s  g i v e n  p r o o f s  a n d  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  A r y a n  p u b l i c  t h a t  

i t  i s  n o t  s e c t a r i a n  b n t  n n i v e r s a l .

N o w  l e t  m e  s h o w  y o n  w h a t  r e v e l a t i o n  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  V e d a s .  

“  Tt s h o u ld  b e  i u  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  u n i f o r m ly  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  

a n d  f u t u r e  ; s e c o n d ly ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  i n f a l l i b l e  a n d  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  f r o m  

e r r o r  ; t h i r d l y ,  i t  s h o u ld  b e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t i m e  a n d  

s p a c e ;  f o u r t h l y ,  i t  s h o u ld  in c u l c a t e  i n j u n c t i o n s  f o r  a l l  m a n k in d  w i t h o n t  

d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  r a c e ,  c r e e d ,  c o lo r ,  o r  c a s t e  ; f i f t h l y ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a s  a n c i e n t  

a s  t h e  w o r ld  i t s e l f  a n d  f i n a l l y  i t  s h o u ld  b e  in  p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y  w i t h  

t h e  l a w s  o f  N a t u r e .  L e a r n e d  A r y a s  c a n  p r o v e  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  

a b o v e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  V e d a s  f u l f i l  t h e m  t o  t h e  u t t e r m o s t .

T h e r e f o r e  S w a m i j e e ,  b e i n g  s t i r r e d  b y  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  e r r i n g  

h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  r e s o lv e d  t o  s t a r t  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j  f o r  t h e i r  b e n e f i t ,  

w h i c h  w a s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e m ,  p h y s i c a l l y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  m o r a l ly ,  s o c i a l l y  

a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  t h i s  b e i n g  o n e  o f  i t s  p r im a r y  o b j e c t s .

T h e  V e d a s  h a v e  t w o  a s p e c t s ,  t h e  e s o t e r i c  a n d  t h e  e x o t e r i c .  T h e  

e s o t e r i c  l e a d s  t o  s p i r i t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ; t h e  e x o t e r i c  t o  p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  

e tc *  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  B r a h m a  Y a j n a  i s  to  c o n t e m p l a t e  i n  b o t h  t h e  S a g n n a  

a u d  N i r g u n a  c o n d i t io n s .  T h e  A g n i h o t r a  i s  f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  n n t r i -  

t i v e  e l e m e n t s  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  f o r  t h e  p u r i f ic a t io n  o f  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  

d e s t r u c t io n  o f  d i s e a s e  g e r m s  a n d  o f  v i t a l i s i n g  i t .  S w a m i j e e  s a y s  t h a t  

a s  l o n g  a s  A g n i h o t r a  w a s  p e r f o r m e d ,  A ' r y a v a r t a  w a s  f r e e  f r o m  d i s e a s e s  

o f  e v e r y  k in d  a n d  w a s  f u l l  o f  j o y  a n d  h a p p i n e s s ,  a n d  i f  p e o p l e  t a k e  t o  

i t  a g a in  i t  w i l l  b e  s o  a g a i n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  P ttri Yajna &nd Atithi Yajna w e r e  

v e r y  b e n e f ic ia l ,  s o  a l s o  B a l i  V a i s v a  D e v a .  A l l  t h e s e  f iv e  Yajna8 a r e  o b l i g ­

a t o r y  o n  e v e r y  A r y a n  h o u s e h o ld e r .

W h e n  a l l  m a n k in d  w i l l  a d o p t  t h o  A r y a n  D b a r m a  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  

m o r e  w a r s  a n d  f a m i n e s  a n d  p l a g u e s ; n o  m o r e  w i l l  t h e r e  b e  n e e d  f o r  

h o s p i t a l s  a n d  p o o r - h o u s e s .  P e a c e  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  w i l l  r e i g n  o n  t h e  

e a r t h .

T h e  r e a l  t r e n d  o f  S w a m i  j e e ’s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  s h o w n  b y  a  v e r s e  w h i c h  

h e  p r e 6x e d  t o  h i s  w o r k s .

* « R s q n r W t  n t f f a a r w t r a s r a w r

II

( H o l y  p e r s o n s  s h o u ld  k n o w  t b a t  t h i s  w o r k  i s  c o m p o s e d  b y  o n e  w h o  

t a k e s  d e l i g h t  in  a c t s  o f  m e r c y  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n ,  w h o  h a s  p u r e  w i s d o m  

a n d  w h o s e  f a m e  c o n s i s t s  i n  p e r f e c t  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t b e  w i l l  o f  . G o d ) .

H e  i s  c a l l e d  a  Rishi b e c a u s e  t h o s e  w h o ,  a f t e r  t h e m s e l v e s  a c q u ir in g  

w is d o m ,  i m p a r t  i t  t o  o t h e r s ,  a r e  s o  c a l l e d .  H i s  w h o l e  l i f e  w a s  s p e n t  i n  

d o i n g  D h a r m a ,  t h e r e f o r e  h e  w a s  c a l l e d  Dharmdtman o r  Y o g i .  H e  w a s



n e v e r  b i t t e r  t o w a r d s  t h o s e  w h o  a s s a i l e d  h i m .  O n c e  a  B r a h m a n  a t t e m p t e d  

to  c a t  h i m  d o w n  w i t h  a  s w o r d ,  b u t  w a s  s n b d a e d  b y  h i s  m a j e s t i c  p r e s e n c e  

a n d  w a s  p a r d o n e d  b y  t h e  S w a m i j e e .  A t  a n o t h e r  t i m e  h i s  c o o k  w a s  

b r ib e d  t o  p o i s o n  h i m  a n d  w h e n  d e t e c t e d ,  S w a m i j e e  s i m p l y  t o l d  h im  t o  

g o  a w a y .

I t  w a s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c ie t y  a n d  t h e  A r y a  S a n i a j  w a s  b r o k e n ,  a s  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  

T . S .  a r e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  t h e  Y e d i c  r e l i g i o n .

I  w i l l  p o i n t  o u t  h e r e  b r i e f ly  a  f e w  o f  t h e  a n t a g o n i s m s  b e t w e e n  

t h e s e  t w o  :—

1.  T h e  T .  S .  b e g i n s  w i t h  a  d e c la r a t io n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  

b r o t h e r h o o d .

T h e  A r y a  S a m a j  p u t s  in  i t s  f o r e f r o n t  t h e  r e a l i s a t io n  o f  t h e  e x i s t ­

e n c e  o f  G o d .

2 .  T h e  T .  S .  b e l i e v e s  in  m a g ic ,  a s t r o l o g y ,  e t c .

T h e  A r y a  S a m a j  d o e s  n o t .

3 .  T h e  T .  S .  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  in  t h e  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Y e d a s .

T h e  A r y a  S a m a j  d o e s .

4 .  T h e  T .  S .  b e l i e v e s  o n l y  in  a n  i m p e r s o n a l  G o d ,  w h i l e  t h e  A .  S .  

b e l i e v e s  b o t h  i n  a  S a g u n a  a n d  N i r g u n a  I ' s v a r a .

5 .  T h e  T .  S .  b e l i e v e s  A g n i h o t r a  a n d  o t h e r  c e r e m o n i a l s  t o  b e  m e r e  

p r i e s t c r a f t .

T h e  A .  S .  f u l l y  b e l i e v e s  in  t h e i r  e f f ic a c y .

6 . A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  T .  S .  t h e  J i v a t m a n  m e r g e s  in  t h e  P a r a m a t in a n .

T h e  A .  S .  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e t e r n a l l y  s e p a r a t e .

7 .  T h e  T .  S .  i s  v e r y  m u c h  n e a r e r  t o  B u d d h i s m  t h a n  t o  V e d i c  r e ­

l i g i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  A .  S  i s  o t h e r w i s e .

I n  t h e  a b o v e  g i v e n  c a t e g o r i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  t w o  d o c t r in e s  I  

h a v e  n o t  t r i e d  t o  p r o v e  w h i c h  o f  t h e m  i s  w r o n g  o r  w h i c h  r i g h t .  T h e  

d i s s i m i l a r i t y  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d  a s  i t  h a s  s t r u c k  rn e . A n d  o w i n g  t o  t h e s e  

d i f f e r e n t  t e a c h i n g s  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j  h a d  t o  d i s s e v e r  i t s  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  

t h e  T .  S .

T h e r e  w a a  y e t  o n e  m o r e  r e a s o n  f o r  d i s c o n n e c t i n g  o u r s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  

T .  S .  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  M a g ic  a n d  k in d r e d  o c c n l t  s c i e n c e s  a n d  S w a m i  D y a n a n d  

e q u a l l y  s t r o n g l y  r e p u d ia t e d  t h e m .  T h e y  w e r e  a n a r y a ,  u n  v e d ic ,  a n d  h e  

w o n l d  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e m .  T h e s e  a r e  m u c h  g r e a t e r  f o e s  

o f  h u m a n  p r o g r e s s  t h a n  A g n i h o t r a  a n d  o t h e r  r i t e s — w h ic h  y o u ,  s i r ,  

b e l i e v e  t o  b e  i n i m ic a l  t o  h u m a n  p r o g r e s s .  W h e n  S w a m i j e e  f o n n d  t h a t  

t h e  T .  S .  l e a d e r s  w e re  jh e l ie  v e r s  in  a s t r o l o g y ,  id o l  w o r s h i p  a n d  o t h e r  s o u l -  

d e s t r o y i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  h e  n a t u r a l l y  b r o k e  f r o m  y o u .  H e  s a w  t h a t  in s t e a d  

o f  h e l p i n g  h i m  in  r a i s i n g  t h e  s u n k e n  m a s s e s  y o u r  t e a c h i n g s  w o u ld  d r a g  

d o w n  e v e n  t h e  e n l i g h t e n e d .
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r e m a r k s  in  t h e  O ld  D i a r y  L e a v e s ,  a n d  I  w o u ld  e a r n e s t l y  p r a y  y o n  t o  

r e e o n s i d e r  y o n r  p o s i t i o n .  I f  y o n  w i l l  n o t  h e l p  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  m o v e m e n t s  i n  y o n r  l i f e t i m e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  o n e  e l s e  w h o  

c o n ld  d o  i t  a f t e r  y o n  a r e  g o n e .  T h e n  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  w i l l  g o  o n  i n c r e a s ­

i n g  a n d  b o t h  w i l l  b e  h in d e r e d  i n  t h e i r  w o r k  o f  r e g e n e r a t i o n .

T l i e  p e r v e r s i t y  o f  h u m a n  n a t n r e  i s  s n c h  t h a t  h o w e v e r  s t r o n g l y  a  

r e l i g i o n  m a y  b e  f o u n d e d ,  i t  i s  b o o n d  i n  t i m e  t o  d e t e r io r a t e ,  a n d  b o t h  

t h e s e  m o v e m e n t s ,  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  w o r k ,  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  

f r o m  t h i s  w o r ld ,  s o  l e t  n s  n o t  c h e r i s h  h a t r e d  a n d  i l l - w i l l  a g a i n s t  e a c h  

o t h e r ,  b u t  e n d  w i t h  t h e  V e d i c  i n j u n c t i o n  :—

q s q r s ' s w w f  ( a i e . )

w h o e v e r  h a r b o u r s  b a d  f e e l i n g s  t o w a r d s  u s  o r  t o w a r d s  t h o s e  w h o m  w e  

h r tr b o n r , t h e  s a m e  m a y  b e  c o n s ig n e d  in t o  t h y  c h a s t e n i n g  h a n d s .

O ra  ! P e a c e ,  P e a c e ,  P e a c e .

S .  M .  S fll'K L A ,

Ed. Note.— I n  l o y a l t y  t o  o u r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m a k i n g  a  f r e e  p l a t f o r m  o f  

o u r  p a g e s ,  f r o m  w h i c h  e v e r y b o d y  m a y  e x p r e s s  h i s  v i e w s  o n  t h e  q u e s ­

t i o n s  w h ic h  i n t e r e s t  o u r  r e a d e r s ,  w e  h a v e  g i v e n  s p a c e  t o  t h e  a b o v e  

a r t i c l e  w i t h o u t  c o m m e n t .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  A&*. S h u k l a  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  

h a v e  t h e  l e a s t  c o r r e c t  n o t io n  a b o n t  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  o r  i t s  

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a c t i o n ; n o r  r e a l i s e  t h a t ,  a s  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  i t  n e i t h e r  

h o ld s  t o  n o r  a f f ir m s  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  d o g m a s  w h i c h  h e  r e c i t e s .  T h e  

r e g r e t t e d  F o n n d e r  o f  t h e  A r y a  S a m a j  b r o k e  w i t h  u s  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  

v e r y  e c l e c t i c i s m ,  a n d  r e p r o a c h e d  u s  f o r  h e l p i n g  t h e  B u d d h i s t s ,  P a r s i s  

a n d  M u s l im s  to  d i s c o v e r  a n d  b r i n g  in t o  v i e w  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  e s s e n c e  o f  

t h e i r  s e v e r a l  r e l i g i o n s .  H e  w a s  a  s e c t a r i a n  a n d  o u r  v e r y  s t r o n g  a l l y  

u n t i l  h e  f o u n d  t h a t  w e  w o n ld  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  p la t f o r m  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  i n t o  

t h a t  o f  h i s  S a m a j .  H a d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  b e e n  m a d e  p la i n  t o  n s  a t  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  b y  h i s  B o m b a y  a g e n t ,  M r . H a r ic h a n d  C h in t a m o n ,  n o  a l l i a n c e  

s n c h  a s  w a s  a g r e e d  t o  w o n l d  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .

BHAKTI AND JNANAM*

G
O D  i s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  t i m e l e s s ,  i n f in i t e ,  m e t a c o n s c io u s ,  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  

p o w e r f u l  ( p o w e r  a n d  b e a u t y  i u c l u d i n g  i n t u i t i o n ,  r e a s o n ,  m o r a l i t y ,  

a n d  m e r c y )  c a u s e  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n ,  s t a n d i n g  a n d  in v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s e , — w h i c h  i s  a  b l e n d i n g  t h r o u g h  a n d  o n  H i s ,  H e r ,  o r  I t s  p o w e r .

T h e  n a t u r e  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  J i v a  ( w h o  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e  i n d i ­

v i d u a l s  in  P a r a  P r a k r i t i ,  w h ic h  i s  G o d ’s  Amsa) i s  e n j o y m e n t  o f  p l e a s u r e  

a n d  p a in  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  X I I I ,  S l o k a  21 o f  G i t a ) .  A p a r a  P r a k r i t i  i s  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g u n a s  ( s a t v a ,  r a j a s  a n d  t a m a s )  ; b u t  e v e r y  o b j e c t  

in  t # e  U n i v e r s e  h a s  a  b l e n d i n g  o f  a l l  t h e s e  t h r e e  g u n a s ,  t h e  p r e d o m in a n t
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g u n a ,  w h ic h  p a s h e s  d o w n  t h e  o t h e r  t w o ,  g i v i n g  t h e  p r e d o m in a n t  

Sraddhd (o r  w i l l  f o r c e  o r  Dhriti) ,  a n d  g i v i n g  t h e  c la s s i f i c a t io n  o f  t h o s e  

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  w h o  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  b o d ie s  ( C h a p t e r s  X I V .  a n d  X V I I .  o f  t h e  

G i t a ) .  T h e  w h o le  w o r ld  c o n s i s t s  o f  J i v a s  o r  m o n a d s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

c o m b i n a t i o n s  w i t h  P r a k r i t i .  T h e  l o w e s t  c l n s s  in , o f  c o u r s e ,  T i m a s i c  ; 

b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s u b d i v i s i o n s  i n  i t ,  n a m e l y ,  S a t  v i e  T a m a s ,  B a j a s i o  

T a m a s  a n d  T a m a s ic  T a m a s  a n d  a g a i n  s u b - s u b d i v i s i o n s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  

s a m e  p r i n c i p l e .  S t u d e n t s  o f  H e g e l  a n d  S p e n c e r ,  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  b o w ,  

b y  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  o r i g i u a l  t h r e e  g u n a s ,  a n d  fche P a r a  P r a k r i t i  

o r  J iv a b h & t a ,  m i g h t  c r e a t e  t h e  u n i v e r s e  b y  t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n s  iu  t i m e .  

P o s i t i v e  g e t s  r e f le c t e d  i n  n e g a t i v e ,  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  a  c o m p le x  p o s i t i v e ,  

w h i c h  r e f le c t s  i t s e l f  in  a  c o m p le x  n e g a t i v e ,  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  a  s t i l l  m o r e  

c o m p l e x  p o s i t i v e ,  w h i c h  r e f l e c t s  in  a  s t i l l  m o r e  c o m p l e x  n e g a t i v e ,  a n d  

s o  o n  in  e v o l u t i o n ,  t i l l  i n  i n v o l u t i o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  P r a k r i t i  a n d  P a r a s h a  

a r e  r e a c h e d  b y  a n  i n v e r s e  p r o c e s s .

O f  t h e  i n f i n i t e  J i v a s  w h o  a r e  d i v i n e  in  e s s e n c e ,  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  

b o r n  a s  t h e  l o w e s t  m o n a d s ,  g r a d u a l l y  b y  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  

p a i n s ,  a n d  b y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  m o n a d s ,  a n d  b y  t h e  s p o n t a n e i t y  w h i c h  

i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d i v i n e  A m s a ,  a c q u ir e  s e l f - c o n *  

s c i o a s n e s s ,  a n d  in  l o n g  a g e s  r e a c h  t h e  h a m a n  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  s t a t e ,  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  in  a  b o d y  l i k e  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y  o n  t h i s  e a r t h .  T h e  h u m a n  

b o d y  o n  t h i s  e a r t h  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  m o n a d s ,  o r  e l e m e n t a l  

j i v a s ,  w h o s e  lo r d  i s  t h e  h n m a n  m o n a d .

T h e  h a m a n  m o n a d  p u r i f ie s  i t s e l f  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f r o m  a t t a c h m e n t  a n d  

in d o l e n c e  ( R a j o g u n a  a n d  T a m o g u n a )  b y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a n d  in  i t s  

b o d y  ( i - e . ,  a  p e c u l i a r  c o m b in a t io n  o f  s u b o r d in a t e  m o n a d s  o f  v a r io u s  

c la s s e s ) ,  a n d  w h e n  i t s  r e a s o n  a n d  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  a r e  f a i r l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  

i t  c o m e s  u n d e r  o n e  o f  t w o  c l a s s e s  (i.e.,) a  J n a n i  o r  a  B h a k t a .  T h e  J n a n i  

i s  o n e  w h o  s e e s  a n i  f e e l s ,  c l e a r l y ,  t h e  v a n i t y  o f  a l l  s e n s u a l  p l e a s u r e s  

a n d  p a in s ,  a n d  e v e n  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  p a in s  ( a s  S o lo m o n  o f  

o ld  f e l t ) ,  a n d  l o n g s  t o  a t t a i n  a  s t a t e  w h e r e  t h e s e  p l e a s u r e s  a n d  p a i n s  

w i l l  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  h i s  c l e a r ,  u n b r o k e n  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  b i s  o w n  

D i v i n e  E s s e n c e .  T h e  B h a k t a  i s  o n e  w h o ,  w h i l e  s e e i n g  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f .  

s e n s u a l  p l e a s u r e s ,  t h e i r  f l e e t i n g  n a t u r e ,  t h e  p a i n f u l  p r io r  l o n g i n g ,  t b e  

s u b s e q u e n t  i n e v i t a b l e  e n n u i  a n d  p a in  a t t e n d a n t  o n  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e w e a r i *  

n e s s  a n d  u s e l e s s n e s s  a n d  l o n e l i n e s s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p l e a s u r e s ,  h a s  f o r  h i s  

id e a l  n o t  s o  m u c h  t h e  c l e a r  p e r c e p t io n  o f  h i s  o w n  p u r e  D i v i n e  E s s e n c e  

a s  t h e  c o m m u n io n  w i t h  t h e  E t e r n a l  B e i n g  a s  H i s  f r i e n d  o r  l o v e r  o r  s e r ­

v a n t ;  s u c h  c o m m u n io n ,  w h i l e  g i v i n g  a l l  t h e  p u r e  h a p p i n e s s  d e r i v a b l e  

fr o m  s e n s n a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  p l e a s u r e s ,  i s  y e t  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  

f l e e t in g n e s s ,  t h i r s t y  l o n g i n g ,  e n n u i ,  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  w e a r i n e s s ,  e t c . ,  o f  

p h y s i c a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a u d  e m o t io n a l  p l e a s u r e s .  I n  t h i s  w o r ld  a n d  n o w ,  

n o t h in g  i s  u n m i x e d .  A  p u r e  B h a k t a  o r  J n a n i  i s  a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f in d  a s  

a  p u r e  B r a h m i n  o r  a  p u r e  K s h a t r i y a ,  b u t  e a c h  a s p i r a n t  m u s t  l o o k  

d e e p ly  i n t o  h i s  o w n  n a t u r e  a n d  r a n g e  h i m s e l f  u n d e r  o n e  o r  o t h e r  h e ftd .

T h e  J n a n i  f in d s  o u t  s t e p  b y  s t e p ,  t h e  s e v e n t h  s t a g e  o f  e s s e n c e  f r o m
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p h y s i c a l  m a t t e r  t ip  t o  s p i r i t ,  b u t  t h e  s t e p s  a r e  bo s t e e p ,  a n d  t h e  s t a g e s  

a r e  s o  r e m o v e d  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  t b a t ,  u n l e s s  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  b e in g s  c a l le d  

G u m s  a n d  M a h a t m a s  le a d  h im ,  h i s  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  b e  v e r y  s lo w ,  a n d  

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  W h e n  t h e  J i t a n i  h a s  t h u s  r e a c h e d  h i s  o w n  D i v i n e  E s ­

s e n c e  b y  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  B a j a  y o g a ,  h e  f in d s  t b a t  h e  i s  t b e  Amsa o f  

M a b e s v a r a  o r  P u r u s h o t t a t u a ,  a n d  h e  t h e n  g e t s  h i g h  r e v e r e n c e ,  o r  P a r a -  

B h a k t i  t o w a r d s  M a h e s v a r a  o r  P u r u s h o t t a m a  a n d  k n o w s  H i m  w e l l ,  s e e s  

H i m  i n t u i t i v e l y ,  a n d  e n t e r s  in t o  H i m ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  h i g h e r  M o k s h a .  

T h e  J n a n i ’s  p a t h  i s  a t  f i r s t  d i f f i c u l t ,  a s  b e  h a s  h i m s e l f  t o  c o n q u e r  h i s  

p h y s i c a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  e m o t io n a l  l o n g i n g s .  T h e  p a t h  i s  a l s o  a l i t t l e  

r o u n d a b o u t ,  a s  t h e  o r ig in a l  g o a l ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  h i s  o w n  

D i v i n e  E s s e n c e ,  i s  n o t  t h e  h i g h e r  M o k s h a ,  b n t  i s  a  s t a g e  in  t h e  f u r t h e r  

p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  P a r a  B h a k t i  t o  u n io n  w i t h  M a h e s v a r a .  F u r t h e r ,  a s  

o u r  r e s p e c t e d  t e a c h e r ,  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y ,  s h o w e d  b y  h e r  e x a m p l e  in  h e r  

l i f e ,  e v e n  t h e  J n a n i ,  h a s  t o  s h o w  i n t e n s e  B b a k t i  t o w a r d s  h i s  G u r u  t o  

r e c e i v e  J n a n a  ( s e e  a l s o  3 4 t h  S l o k a  o f  t h e  4 t h  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  G i t a ) .

T h e  B h a k t i  f in d s  in  h i s  q u e s t  t h a t  G o d r o u t  o f  H i s  m e r c y ,  h a s  m a d e  

a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  f u l l y  m a n i f e s t i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  l i t s  B h a k t a s  in  p a r t i c u l a r  

c o m b in a t io n s  o f  S u d d h a - S & t v ic  P r a k r i t i  ( w h i l e  H i s  Y o g a  M ay&  c o n c e a l s  

h i s  r e a l  n a t u r e  in  t h o s e  P & r n a  A v a t a r a s  f r o m  n o n - B h a k t a s )  a t  e e r t a i n  

a p p r o p r ia t e  p e r io d s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  B h a k t a  f in d s  

i n  o n e  o f  s u c h  A v a t& r a s , s a y  S r i  K r i s h n a ,  w h i c h  i s  a d m i t t e d  b y  

a l l  H i n d u s  t o  b e  a  f u l l  A v a t a r a ,  o r  S r i  M a h & d e v a  in  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a  

Y o g i ,  a l s o  a d m i t t e d  t o  b e  a  P & r n a  A v a t a r a ,  h i s  id e a l  L o v a b le  B e i n g  a n d  

t h e  B h a k t a  f in d s  a  p l e a s u r e  i n  h e a r i n g  t h e  d e e d s  o f  t h e  A v a t a r a  r e c i t e d ,  

a n d  t h e  B h a k t a  g r a d u a l l y  f e e l s  a n  in d i f f e r e n c e  t o w a r d s  o r d in a r y  s e n s u a l  

a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p l e a s u r e s  ( t h o u g h  l a w f u l ) ,  a n d  h e  g e t s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  

i n t o x i c a t e d  w i t h  l o v e  t o w a r d s  t h e  A v a t a r a ,  a n d  a s  h e  g o e s  o n  r e a d i n g ,  

h e a r i n g ,  a n d  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s ,  h e  g r a d u a l l y  p e r c e i v e s  t h a t  t h e  

A v a t a r a  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  O m n ip o t e n t  G o d  in  a  t e m p o r a r y  d i s g u i s e .  T h e  

B h a k t a ,  w h e n  b y  t h i s  c o u r s e  h e  g e t s  p e r f e c t  in d i f f e r e n c e  t o w a r d s  o t h e r  

p le a s u r e s ,  a n d  i n t e n s e  l o n g i n g  f o r  c o m m u n io n  w i t h  G o d  i n  h i s  f u l l  A v a ­

t a r a ,  g e t s  P a r a  B h a k t i  t o w a r d s  G o d ,  a n d  a t t a i n s  t o  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a u d  i n -  

t n i t i o n a l  s i g h t  o f ,  a n d  e n t r a n c e  in t o ,  G o d  ( s e e  X L  C h a p t e r  5 4 t h  S l o k a  o f  

G i t a ) .  I n f e r io r  M o k s h a ,  Y a i r a g y a ,  a n d  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h i s  o w n  

D i v i n e  E s s e n c e  a l s o  c o m e  t o  t h e  B h a k t a  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  t r a i n i n g .  

T h e  J n a n i  a n d  t h e  B h a k t a  u l t i m a t e l y  r e a c h  t h e  s a m e  g o a l ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  

S u p r e m e  B e i n g .  T b e  J n a u i ' s  e n d  w h e n  h e  b e g i n s  h i s  p a t h ,  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  h i s  o w n  D i v i n e  n a t u r e .  T h e  B h a k t a ,  w h e n  h e  b e g i n s ,  h a 9 
n o  o t h e r  e n d  e x c e p t  B h a k t i  i t s e l f .  T o  b o t h ,  V a i i a g y a ,  s i d d h i s ,  a n d  

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  d u t i e s  c o m e  a s  h e lp .  T h e  B h a g a v a t a  P u r a n a  s a y s  t b a t  t h e  

t r u e  B h a k t a ,  d o e s  n o t  c a r e  f o r  t h e  t w o  M o k s h a s ,  a n d  s t o p s  w i t h  t h e  

i n t u i t i v e  s e e i n g  o f  G o d , w i t h o u t  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  G o d .  T h e  L o r d  s a y * ,  

i n  t h e  1 0 t h  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  G i t a ,  t h a t  h e  g i v e s  h i s  d e v o t e e s  t h a t  o n e *  

p o i n t e d n e s s  a n d  e q u a b le n e s s  o f  i n t e l l e c t  w h i c h  w i l l  l e a d  t h e m  t o  H i m .

T h e  t w o  h i g h e s t  k o s a s  o f  m a n  a r e  t h e  V i j n d n a m a y a k o s a ,  a n d  

A ' n a n d a m a y a k o s a ; in  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  h i g h e r  m a n  c o n s i s t s  o f  p u r e



r e a s o n i n g  f a c u l t i e s ,  a n d  p u r e  e m o t i o n s .  T h e  T a i t t a n y a  U p a n i s h a d  

c o n s i d e r s  t h e  A 'n a n d a m a y a k o s a  s u p e r io r  t o  t h e  V i j n a n a m s y a k o s a .  

P u r e  r e a s o n  i s  m o r e  p e n e t r a t i v e ,  m o r e  c l e a r ,  m o r e  a c q u i s i t i v e ,  a n d  

m o r e  c o m p r e h e n d in g  ; bu t. p u r e  e m o t i o n  i s  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l ,  m o r e  e n j o y ­

a b l e ,  m o r e  s a t i s f y  in  sr. m o r e  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  m o r e  c o m p l e x  a n d  m a s s i v e .  

B o t h  J n a n a m  a n d  B h a k t i  b l e n d  in t o  o n e  b r o a d ,  c l e a r ,  b e a u t i f u l  s t r e a m  

a f t e r  t h e  P a r a  B h a k t i  s t a g e  i s  r e a c h e d .

G u n a  a n d  D h o s h a ,  P u r i t y  a n d  I m p u r i t y ,  a r e  r e l a t i v e  t e r m s  

a s  y o u  w i l l  f in d  f r o m  t h e  X l t h  S k a n d a  o f  t h e  B h a g a v a t a  P u r d n a .  O u r  

r e s p e c t e d  s i s t e r  M r s .  A n n i e  B e s a n t h a s  s h o w n  h o w d e s i r e  b e c o m e s  u n s e l f i s h  

J o v e  w h e n  p u r i f ie d .  E v e n  in  u n s e l f i s h  l o v e  t h e r e  a r e  s t a g e s .  O n e  m a n  

m i g h t  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  u p  h i s  b o d y  a n d  w e a l t h  f o r  h i s  w i f e  o r  c h i l d r e n ,  

o r  r e l a t i o n s ,  o r  s e c t  o r  c a s t e ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  h i s  c o u n t r y  n o r  f o r  m a n k in d ,  n c r  

f o r  o t h e r  s u p e r io r  b e in g s  in  a n o t h e r  p l a n e t .  A n o t h e r  m i g h t  g i v e  u p  

b o d y ,  w e a l t h  o r  p l e a s u r e s ,  b u t  c a n n o t  s a c r i f i c e  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n .  F r o m  

i a m a s i c  i n d o l e n t  l o v e  t o w a r d s  o n e ’s  p h y s i c a l  c o m f o r t s  a n d  s l e e p ,  t h r o u g h  

r £ j a a i c  l o v e  t o w a r d s  t h e  o t h e r  s e x ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  h i g h e r  lo v e  

t o w a r d s  o n e ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s d t v i c  l o v e  t o w a r d s  m a n k in d ,  u p  t o  

t h e  u n s e l f i s h  N i r g u n a ,  o r  S u d d a  s d t v i c  l o v e  t o w a r d s  G o d ,  w h o  i n c l u d e s  

t h e  w h o le  u n iv e r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  u u m e r o u s  s t a g e s .  A  B r a h m in  i s  a s k e d  

t o  m a r r y ,  n o t  t h r o u g h  r £ j a s i c  l o v e  t o w a r d s  t h e  o t h e r  s e x ,  a n d  f o r  

p h y s i c a l  p l e a s u r e s ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  s i t  v i e  l o v e  t o  h i s  p i t r i s ,  i . e . ,  f o r  a l l o w i n g  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  h i s  p i t r i e  m o n a d s  to  in c a r n a t e  a g a i n  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  

f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  h e n c e  h e  m u s t  b e  p u r e ,  a n d  m a r r y  a  p u r e  v i r g i n ,  

s o  t h a t  t h e  p i t r i s  m a y  in c a r n a t e  i n  p u r e  b o d ie s .  E v e n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

c r a v i n g  f o r  o l o s e  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  o n e  o f  a n o t h e r  s e x ,  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

S c h o p e n h a u e r  a n d  D u  P r e l ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  a  m o n a d  

s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  i n c a r n a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  t h e  c o u p le  f e e l  o n l y  t h e i r  m e r e  

m a d n e s s  (a a  R o s a l i n d  s a y s ) .  A l l  c r i m e s  a n d  i m p u r i t i e s  a r e  d u e  t o  

i g n o r a n c e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  p r e d o m in a n c e  ot* r a j a s i c  a n d  tA m a s ic  q u a l i t i e s .  

1 v e n t u r e  to  s t a t e  th a t ,  t h e  A r y a n  t h e o r y  o f  p a in  a n d  p u n i s h m e n t ,  i s  n o t  

b a s e d  o n  r e v e n g e ,  b u t  o n  r e s t r a i n t  t h r o u g h  f e a r  o f  p a in .  P a i n  a n d  

p u n i s h m e n t ,  n a t u r a l  o r  a r t i f i c ia l ,  a r e  t h e  g r e a t  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  p u r i f ie r s  

o f  m a n  t i l l  h e  a t t a i n s  t o  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  a u d  u n i v e r s a l  L o v e ,  a n d  t o  

i n t r o s p e c t i o n ,  a n d  r e v e r e n c e .

T h e  A v a t a r a  o f  S r i  K r i s h n a  w a s  in t e n d e d ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  p u r ­

p o s e s ,  t o  g i v e  s a l v a t i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  m o n a d s  o n  t h e  e a r t h ,  w h i c h  w e r e  

r e a d y  a f t e r  a  s h o r t  p r a c t i c e  t o  f ix  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  o n  G o d ,  

A n d  t o  g i v e  u p  a l l  e a r t h l y  t i e s ,  a fE e c t io n s  a n d  p le a s u r e s .  I t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

f o l l o w s ,  t h a t  s u c h  m o n a d s  m u s t  h a v e ,  b y  a u s t e r i t i e s ,  g i f t s ,  a n d  u n s e l ­

f is h  w o r k s ,  p u r i f i e d  t h e i r  n a t u r e s  t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  in  p r e v io u s  i n c a r ­

n a t i o n s ,  f r o m  r a ja s iG  a n d  t a m a s i c  a t t a c h m e n t s  ( Anavamaia) .  G o d ,  

in  h i s  K r i s h n a  A v a t a r  a , t o o k  t h e  h u m a n  f o r m  o f  i d e a l  p e r f e c t  b e a u t y  

t h o u g h  h e  m a d e  i t  s h i n i n g  b l a c k ,  a s  t h a t - c o l o r  w a s  b e s t  f i t t e d ,  in  h ia  

u n e r r i n g  w i s d o m ,  t o  f ix  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  d e v o t e e s  in  t h e  K a l i y u g a .  T h e  

h l e s s e d  G o p i s  w e r e  v e r y  p u r e  h u m a n  m o n a d s ,  m o s t  o f  w h o m  w e r e  p u r e  

a n d  h o l y  R i s h i s  i n  t h e i r  p r e v io u s  b i r t h s ,  a n d  w h o s e  s t a i n  o f  r a j a s i c



q u a l i t y  w a s  in s ig n i f i c a n t .  SrS  K r i s h n a  h a d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  t h e m  b y  

h i s  d e e d s  a n d  d a n c in g  o n ,  a n d  d r i v i n g  o u t ,  K A l iy a ,  in  s a v i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  

O o p a s  a n d  G o p f s  n n d e r  G o v a r d h a n a ,  a n d  in  o t h e r  w a y s ,  t h a t  H e  w a s  

G o d  O m n i p o t e n t .  W h a t  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s  l o v e d  t h a t  m o s t  

b e a u t i f u l  b e iu g  w h o m  t h e y  k n e w  t o  b e  t h e  a l l - k n o w i n g  G o d ,  f r e e  f r o m  

a l l  s e x u a l  p a s s i o n  a n d  r & ja s ic  t a i n t ,  a s  i s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  

i n c i d e n t  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e  b a t h i n g  g h a n t ,  a n d  b y  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  

s p e e c h  o f  t h e  G o p i s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  o f  t h e i r  m e e t i n g  H i m  ? H e  s a y s  

i n  t h e  G it  A ( 7  th  C h a p t e r )  t h a t  h e  k n o w s  t h e  p a s t ,  t b e  p r e s e n t  a n d  

t h e  f u t u r e ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  W e ,  o r d in a r y  m o r t a l s ,  c a n  o n l y  

g r a s p  o n e  o b j e c t  a t  a  t i m e ,  a n d  e v e n  a  S a t A v a d h a n i  m e r e l y  

p a s s e s  h i s  m in d  v e r y  r a p i d l y  t h r o n g h  s e v e r a l  o b j e c t s .  J n s t  a s  t h e  

m in o r  g o d s ,  A g n i ,  V & y u , e t c . ,  a r e  i n  t h e  m o s t  s e c r e t  p o r t io n s  o f  

o n r  b o d y ,  a n d  w e  f e e l  n o  s h a m e  in  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e ,  a n d  t h o s e  g o d s  

a r e  n o t  r e n d e r e d  im p u r e  b y  k n o w i n g  n s ,  s o  w i t h  t h e  A l l - k n o w i n g  

S r i  K r i s h n a .  I d o  n o t  s a y  t b a t  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s  h a d  n o t  a t  f i r s t  

s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  r d j a s i c  s e x u a l  d e s i r e  m i n g l e d  w i t h  t h e i r  l o v e  

t o w a r d s  S r i  K r i s h n a . *  T h e  b l e s s e d  m o t h e r s  p a id  h e a v i l y  a n d  d e a r l y  

f o r  s u c h  d e e i r e  t i l l  i t  w a s  b u r n t  o u t  i n  t h e  p u r e s t  f la m e  o f  u n s e l f i s h  l o v e .  

W h a t  I  in t e n d  l a y i n g  s t r e s s  o n  i s ,  t b a t  S r i  K r i s h n a  h a d  n o t  a  p a r t i c l e  

o f  s e x u a l  d e s ir e .  M r s .  A n n i e  B e s a n t  h a s  s h o w n  in  h e r  “  E s o t e r i c  C h r i s ­

t i a n i t y  ”  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  o f  a n  A v a t d r a  c o n s i s t s  o f  i n c i d e n t s  w h ic h  a r e  n o t  

m e r e l y  h i s t o r i c a l ,  b u t  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a n  a l l e g o r y  s h o w i n g  t h e  s t a g e  

a n d  i n c i d e n t s  in  t h e  p a t h  o f  a  d i s c i p l e  p a s s i n g  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a g e s .  I t  

i s  i m p o s s i b l e  in  t h i s  d h o r t  s p a c e  ( n o r  h a v e  I t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n t u i t i o n )  t o  

p o i n t  o u t  t h e  a l l e g o r i c a l  m e a n i n g s  o f  t b e  h o ly  i n c i d e n t s  in  S r i  K r i s h n a ’s  

l i f e ,  f r o m  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  Putand t o  t h e  s l a y i n g  o f  Kamsa. O r i g e n  

s a y s  t h a t  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  b a v e  t h r e e  m e a n i n g s ,  a n d  a r e  t h r e e f o l d  i n  

B o d y ,  S o u l ,  a n d  S p i r i t .  H e  e v e n  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  

w h i c h  i s  m a d e  u p  o f  s t o r i e s  c a n n o t  b e  t a k e n  a s  l i t e r a l l y  t r n e  ( A d h y d t m a  

R & m & y a n a ) . T b e  Y e d a s  a l s o  h a v e  t h r e e  m e a n i n g s  i n  Adibhtlta, A d- 
hydtman a n d  Adhidaiva (w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  Karmakanda, Jndnakdnda 
a n d  Devatakanda). O b v i o u s l y  u n t r u e  o r  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  

m a d e  i n  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  ( a c c o r d in g  t o  F a t h e r  O r i g e n )  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  

i n t e l l i g e n t  in q u ir e r  m i g h t  b e  s t i r r e d  i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t b e  t w o  

i n n e r  m e a n i n g s  b e y o n d  t h e  l i t e r a l  m e a n i n g .  S o  B a c o n  ( t h e  w i s e s t  o f  

E n g l i s h m e n )  in  h i s  W i s d o m  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t s ’* d o e s  n o t  c a l l  t h e  a n c i e n t  

G r e e k  m y t h o l o g y  t h e  w o r k  o f  c r a f t y  o r  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  f o o l s ,  b u t  t r i e s  t o  

f in d  o u t  a  f e w  o f  t h e  i n n e r  m e a n i n g s  o f  t h e  m y t h o l o g i c a l  f a b l e s .  

T h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  Buddhi-ynga G o d - g i v e n  t o  e a c h  s i n g l e  d e v o t e e ,  a n d  

b y  t b a t  t h e  d e v o t e e  f in d B  o u t  t h e  h i g h e s t  m e a n i n g  a n d  r e a c h e s  G o d  

( 1 0 t h  S l o k a  o f  C h a p t e r  X  o f  G lt f t ) .  A s  I  p r o p o s e  in  t h i s  p a p e r  t o  t a k e  

o n l y  t h e  l i t e r a l  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r y  in  t h e  “  B h & g a v a t a  P u r a n a "  I  a s s n m e  

t h a t  t h e  G o p i s ’ l o v e  t o w a r d s  S r i  K r i s h n a  w a s  a t  f i r s t  t i n g e d  w i t h  s o m e  

r a  j a s ic  q u a l i t y .

* [ A s  s t a t e d  b y  M rs* B e s a n t ,  i n  h e r  r e c e n t  l e c tu r e s  o n  “  A v a tn r& s ,"  S r i  K r i s h n a  
w a s  o n ly  s ix  n r  s e v e n  y e a r s  o ld  a t  t h i s  p e r io d  o f  h i s  l i f e .  T b i s  b a r s  o a t  a l l  p o s s i b i l ­
i t y  o f  s e x u a l  lo v o  o u  th o  p a r t  o f  th o  G o p is .— E J .  n o te .]



I m p u r i t y  c o n s i s t s  in  t h e  c r a v i n g  f o r  p h y s i c i a l  p l e a s u r e .  T h e  m a n  

w h o  m a r r ie s  a s  a  d u t y ,  a n d  n o t  f o r  p h y * ic a l  p l e a s u r e ,  d o e *  n o t  d o  a n  

i m p u r e  a c t  in  b e g e t t i n g  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  h i s  l a w f u l l y - w e d d e d  w i f e .  B u t  

t h e  s a m e  m a n ,  i f  h e  i n d u l g e  in  s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e  a f t e r  h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  t h i r d  

s t a g e  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  d o e s  a n  im p u r e  a c t : n e c e s H it y ,  n a t u r e  a n d  o t h e r  c i r ­

c u m s t a n c e s  c h a n g e  p u r i t y  i n t o  i m p u r i t y  a n d  i m p u r i t y  t o  p u r i t y .  K i l ­

l i n g  i s  a  c r i m e  ; b u t  i f  a  k i n g  k i l l  a  c o n f ir m e d  m u r d e r e r  w h o  w i s h e s  t o  

b e  k i l l e d  f o r  h i s  o w n  p u r i f ic a t io n ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  c r i m e  I f  t h e  n e a r  r e l a t i o n s  

i n  a  p r i m i t i v e  c o m m u n i t y ,  m a r r y  e a c h  o t h e r ,  i t  i s  n o  i n c e s t .  I t  i s  o t h e r ­

w i s e ,  i f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  b e c o m e  l a r g e  i n  n u m b e r .
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R O T H E R S , — B e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  o n  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h o u g h t  a l o n g  w h i c h  

1 s h a l l  a s k  y o u  f o r  a  b r i e f  s p a c e  o f  t i m e ,  t o  f o l l o w  m e  t o - n i g h t ,  

I  f e e l  m o v e d  a t  f i r s t  t o  o n e  o r  t w o  w o r d s  o f  s y m p a t h y  f o r  t h e  s p e a k e r s  

w h o  h a v e  p r e c e d e d  m e ,  a n d  a l s o  f o r  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  

s p e a k e r  s u g g e s t e d  a s  t o  t h e  w r o n g  t h e y  h a v e  s u s t a i n e d  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

o n r  C h a i r m a n .  I t  i s  v e r y  h a r d  t o  s i t  s t i l l  t o  h e a r  o n e  g e n t l e m a n  

c o m p l i m e n t e d  f o r  h i s  k e e n n e s s  in  s c i e n c e  a n d  A n o th e r  f o r  s p l e n d o u r  o f  

d e v o t i o n  a n d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  a n d  s o  o n ,  f r o m  o n e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  u n t i l  t h e  

c l i m a x  w a s  r e a c h e d  w h e n  o u r  P r e s i d e n t  s a id  o f  m y s e l f  t h a t  m y  v o ic e  

w a s  t o  f o l l o w  b i s  a n d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  s t a n d  a s i d e .  I  w o u l d  

l i k e  t o  s a y  o n  m y  o w n  b e h a l f ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  m y  f e l l o w - s p e a k e r o ,  

t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  w e l l  f o r  t h e  e l d e r s  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e i r  p l a c e  

a m o n g  m e n  a n d  in  m e n ’s  h e a r t s  c a n  n e v e r  b e  t a k e n  a w a y  b y  

a n y  n o r  o c c u p ie d  b y  t h e  y o u n g e r  in  t h e  m o v e m e n t  w h o s e  d u t y  h a s  

l e d  t h e m  t o  t a k e  a  l e a d i n g  p a r t ; a n d  I  w o u ld  s a y  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t -  

F o u n d e r  t h a t  2 4  y e a r s  o f  l o y a l  s e r v i c e  w e i g h  m o r e  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  s c a l e  

o f  l o v e  a n d  j u s t i c e ,  t h a n  a n y  w o r d s ,  h o w e v e r  e l o q u e n t  a n d  m i g h t y ,  

s p o k e n  b y  t h e  y o u n g e r  m e m b e r s .  H i s  s i l e n t  d e e d s  a r e  f a r  m o r e  

v a l u a b l e  t h a n  e l o q u e n t  w o r d s .  C o m i n g  a g a in  a m o n g s t  y o u  f r o m  

W e s t e r n  la n d s ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  s o m e  w o r d s  o n  t h e  m o v e m e n t  m a y  

' f i t l y  o p e n  w h a t  I  h a v e  t o  s a y  t o - n i g h t .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  p o i n t s  o f  

i n t e r e s t  d u r i n g  l a s t  y e a r ’s  w o r k  i n  E u r o p e  in  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  

m o v e m e n t  w h i c h  m e r i t  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  a r o u s e  f e e l i n g s  o f  g l a d n e s s  a n d  

g r a t i t u d e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  h a v e  b e e n  d r a w n  t h e  

m a n y  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  l a t e r  a n d  y o u n g e r  r e l i g i o n s ,  a n d  n o  C h r i s t ia n  c a n  

b o w  a t t a c k  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  E a s t  w i t h o u t  w e a k e n i n g  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  h i s  

o w n  f a i t h  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t o  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  e a r s  o f  m e n .  A  c h a n g e  

i s  c o m i n g  o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c  m in d  i n  t b e  W e s t ,  a n d  t h e y  f in d  t h a t  s o m e  

o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  C h r i s t i a n  t h o u g h t  d e c l a r e  i n  p l a i n  a n d  c l e a r  w o r d s  

t h a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  a r e  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t ,  a n d  

n o t  t o  b e  s p o k e n  o f  w i t h  m o c k e r y ,  w i t h  h a t r e d ,  w i t h  b i t t e r  o p p o s i t i o n ,  

’ a n d  t h a t  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  g o a l ,  t h e  s a m e  a i m  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  

t h e  r o a d  t h e y  tr a v e l*  T h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  -w a s  c l e a r l y  s e e n ;



o n e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  l e d  t h e  w a y .  C o n t in u in g - ,  

s h e  ( » i d : — “  A n o t h e r  i s  t h e  s t r a n g e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l a * t  

O r i e n t a l  C o n g r e s s — t h e  C o n g r e s s  in  w h ic h  O r ie n t a l  t h o u g h t  i s  s t u d i e d ,  

O r ie n t a l  r e l i g i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  O r ie n t a l  l i t e r a t u r e  e x a l t e d .  O r i e n t a l  

v i e w s  o f  l i f e  d i s c u s s e d — t h a t  t h a t  O r i e n t a l  C o n g r e s s  w a s  t h i s  y e a r  

h e ld  in  R o m e ;  R o m e ,  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  g r e a t  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

w o r ld  ; R o m e ,  w h e r e  b u t  a  b r i e f  t i m e  a g o  n o  v o ic e  m i g h t  b e  h e a r d  

s a v e  in  s u b m i s s io n  t o  a  s i n g l e  C h u r c h  ; R o m e ,  t h a t  f o r  m a n y  c e n t u r i e s  

w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  o p p o n e n t  o f  e v e r y  f o r m  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  e x c e p t  

h e r  o w n : R o m e  o p e n e d  h e r  a r m s  t o  t h e  O r i e n t a l  C o n g r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  

t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  E a s t  f o u n d  c u r r e n c y  u n d e r  t h e  v e r y  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  

C h u r c h  o f  t h e  V i c a r  o f  C h r i s t .  O n e  r e s u l t  o f  t h a t  C o n g r e s s  m i g h t  

p e r h a p s  i n t e r e s t  y o u  in  a  f a s h i o n  y e t  m o r e  p e r s o n a l .  I t  h a p p e n e d  

t h a t  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  T h e o s o p h i s t  s p o k e ,  t r a c i n g  

b a c k  t o  E a s t e r n  t h o u g h t  a n d  t o  I n d ia ,  a s  t h e  c r a d le  o f  r e l i g i o n s ,  m a n y  

o f  t h o s e  m y s t i c  S e c r e t  S o c i e t i e s  w h ic h  c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  t o r c h  o f  k n o w ­

l e d g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  t h e  M id d l e  A g e s .  S o  m u c h  i n t e r e s t  

w a s  r o u s e d  b y  w h a t  w a s  s a id ,  s o  m u c h  i n t e r e s t  w a s  s h o w n  b y  I t a l i a n  

p r o f e s s o r s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  s c i e n c e  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h o u g h t  t h u s  o p e n e d  

o u t ,  t h a t ,  a s k i n g  t o  h e a r  m o r e  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g ,  a s k i n g  t o  l e a r n  s o m e ­

t h i n g  m o r e  o f  t h i s  a n c i e n t  E a s t e r n  w i s d o m ,  t h e y  a r e  n o w  w e l c o m i n g  

i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  o n e  o f  y o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y m e n ,  a  y o u n g  B r a h m i n , —  

J a g a d i s h a  C h a n d r a  C h a t t e r j i ,  a n d  h e  i s  n o w  in  R o m e ,  a d d r e s s i n g  l e c ­

t u r e s  to  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  t h e r e  o n  E a s t e r n  t h o u g h t ,  s p r e a d i n g  id e a s  o f  

t h e  V e d a n t a  a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  m o s t  l e a r n e d  in  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  R o m e .  

T h e s e  t w o  p o i n t s ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e ,  m a r k  o u t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  w h ic h  h a s  

b e e n  m a d e  i n  t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  W e s t e r n  m i n d s  b y  E a s t e r n  t h o u g h t .  

W h e n  w e  c o m e  o v e r  t o  t h e  m o t h e r la n d  o f  t h a t  t h o u g h t ,  w h a t  s h o u l d  w o  

e x p e c t  t o  f in d  ? A s  y o u r  t h o u g h t  s p r e a d s  in  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  s u b l i m i t y  

o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  t e a c h i n g  b e c o m e s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  k n o w n  ; a s  i n  t h e  

c e n t r e s  o f  W e s t e r n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  W e s t e r n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  

R i s h i s  o f  a n t i q u i t y  b e c o m e  h o u s e h o ld  w o r d s ,  a n d  m e n  r e p e a t  t h e i r  

s a y i n g s  a s  c r y s t a l l i s i n g  t h e  n o b l e s t  h u m a n  t h o u g h t ;  a s  t h i s  i s  

h a p p e n i n g ,  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  W e s t  a r e  t u r n i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t o  t h e  

I n d i a  o f  t o - d a y ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  a s k i n g ,  “  W h a t  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  u s  b y  t h o s e  

m e n  w h o  b o a s t  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  R i s h i s  ? S h a l l  w e  

f in d  in  I n d i a  a  n o b le r  r e l i g i o n  ? S h a l l  w e  fin d  i n  I n d i a  a  l o f t i e r  s p i r i t ­

u a l i t y  ? S h a l l  w e  f in d  i n  I n d i a  a  p u r e r  e t h i c  a n d  a  g r e a t e r  m o r a l i t y  ?  

I s  m o d e r n  I u d i a  w o r t h y  o f  A n c i e n t  I n d i a ,  a n d  a r e  t h e  m e n  i n  

w h o s e  p h y s i c a l  v e i n s  r u n s  t h e  b lo o d  o f  t h e  R i s h i s  f i t  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e s  o f  t h o s e  m i g h t y  b e i n g s  ? D o  t h e y  s h o w  t h e  R i s h i s ’ t h o u g h t ; 

t h e  R i s h i s ’ d e v o t i o n ,  t h e  R i s h i s '  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  t h e  R i s h i s ’ s n p e r i o r i t y  

t o  t h e  t r a n s i e n t  j o y s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  ? ”  W h a t  a n s w e r  d o e s  m o d e r n  

I n d i a  g i v e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  i s  n o w  c o m i u g  f r o m  t h e  W e s t  w i t h  

e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  f o r c e  ? W h a t  a n s w e r  in  l i f e ,  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i n  r e l i ­

g i o n  i s  t o  b e  s e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n e r s  in  W e s t e r n  l a n d s  ? A r e  

t h e y ,  w h e n  t h e y  c o m e  h e r e  w i t h  t h e i r  m i n d s  f u l l  o f  n o b l e  i d e a s



l e a r n t  o a t  o f  a n c i e n t  b o o k s ,  a r e  t h e y  t o  b e  g r e e t e d  w i t h  a  c o p y  o f  t h e i r  

o w n  c i v i l i s a t i o n  a n d  a  s e c o n d h a n d  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r d s ,  o f  t h e  t h o u g h t #  

a n d  o f  t h e  m a n n e r s ,  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  w e a r ie d  in  t h e  W e s t  ?  

I f  s o ,  t h e y  w i l l  r e t u r n  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  f r o m  t h e  a n c i e n t  c o u n t r y  a n d  d e c l a r e  

t h a t ,  w h i l e  i t  m a y  b e  g r e a t  to  b e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  tl» e  R i s b i s ,  

i t  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t e r  t o  b e  t h e  s o n s  o f  t h e i r  m in d ,  o f  t h e i r  t h o u g h t ,  o f  

t h e i r  l i f e ,  t h ^ ir  d e v o t io n  a n d  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  a n d  s e t  t h e  o ld  e x a m p l e  

t o  t h e  w o r ld  i n s t e a d  o f  m e r e l y  c o p y i n g  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  m o d e r n  c i v i l i s a ­

t i o n .  S o  t h a t  a s  y o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  w in s  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  

w o r l d ,  i t  b e c o m e s  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  y o u  s h o u ld  s h o w  o u t  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  

t h e  a n c i e n t  w o r ld ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  b e  s e e n  t o  f lo u r i s h  i n  t h e  

m o d e r n  s o i l  ; t h a t  I n d i a n  l e a r n i n g ,  I n d i a n  p a r i t y ,  I n d i a n  e t h i c s  

s h a l l  b e  j u s t i f i e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  g lo r i f i e d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  F o r  

t h e r e  i s  a  d a n g e r ,  m y  b r o t h e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  m o d e r n  I n d i a n  m a y  s h e l t e r  h i m ­

s e l f  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  R i s h i s ,  t h a t  h e  m a y  d o  n o t h i n g  t o  j u s t i f y ” 

h i s  a n c e s t r y  a n d  g o  t o  s l e e p  a s  i t  w e r e ,  l u l l e d  b y  t h e  m u s i c  o f  a n t i q u i t y ,  

a n d  c a r e  n o t  t o  r e p r o d u c e  t h a t  m u s i c  in  h i s  o w n  n a r r o w e r  a n d  s m a l l e r  

l i f e .  I f  t h a t  s a d  f a t e  i s  t o  b e  a v o id e d ,  i t  i s  c h ie f ly  t o  t h e  y o u n g e r  t h a t  w e  

m u s t  t a r n .  M e n  w h o  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  w o r ld  w i t h  t h e  h e a v y  c a r e s  o f  

f a m i l y  u p o n  t h e m ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  m o d e r n  l i f e  p r e s s i n g  t h e m  

d o w n ; f o r c e d  b y  t h e  b i t t e r  c o n f l i c t  o f  m o d e r n  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  

■w ill o r  n o t ,  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  m o d e r n  w a y s  a n d  m o d e r n  id e a s  o f  l i f e ,  

t h o s e  m e n  d o  w e l l  i f  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t h e y  k e e p  a l i v e  t h e  f la m e  o f  l i f e ,  

k e e p  b n t  t h e  f a i t h  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e l i g i o n ,  e v e n  i f  b y  f o r c e  o f  c i r c u m -  . 

s t a n c e s  t h e y  a r e  u n a b le  t o  r e p r o d u c e  in  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  w h i c h  m a d e  t h e  

c o u n t r y  m i g h t y  i n  t h e  p a s t .  B u t  i s  i t  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  o u t  o f  t h e  c h i l ­

d r e n ,  t h e  b o y s ,  t h e  y o u t h s ,  w e  m a y  b u i ld  a  f u t u r e  n o t  w b o l y  u n w o r t h y  

t o  n a ' n e  i t s e l f  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  h e i r  o f  I n d ia n  a n t i q u i t y  P M a y  

i t  n o t  b e  t h a t ,  t a k i n g  t h e  y o u n g  a n d  p l a s t i c  m in d s ,  w e  m a y  f i l l  t h e m  

w i t h  s u c h  l o v e  o f  I n d ia n  t h o u g h t ,  s u c h  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  I n d ia n  p a s t ,  

B u c h  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  H i n d u  f a i t h ,  s u c h  a  d e v o t i o n  t o  

t h e  i d e a l s  o f  H i n d u  l i f e ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  p e r m e a t e d  in  e v e r y  f ib r e  

w i t h  l o v e  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e i r  p a s t  t o  b e  w o r k e d  

o u t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  l i e s  b e f o r e  t h e m  ? C a n  w e  n o t  m a k e  t h e m  p r o u d  

t o  b e  I n d i a n s  o f  t o - d a y ,  g l a d  t o  b e  s o n s  o f  a  m i g h t y  m o t h e r  w h o s e  

c h i l d r e n  in  t h e  p a s t  m a d e  t h e  w o r ld  w o n d e r  ? W h y  s h o u l d  t h e y  n o t  b e  

b o r n  a g a in  a m o n g s t  o s  ? A n d  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  in  t h e  y o u n g  t h e r e  i s  m o s t  

h o p e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f n t n r c  o f  a  n a t i o n  i s  in  t h e  y o u n g  a u d  n o t  i n  t h e  o ld  

— i t  i s  f o r  t h a t  t h a t  w e  w h o  w o r k  f o r  y o u r  r i s i n g  in  t h e  s c a l e  o f  n a t i o n s ,  

h a v e  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  m o v e m e n t  o f  w h ic h  t h e  C o l l e g e  a t  B e n ­

a r e s  i s  b u t  t h e  f ir s t  f in e  s e e d .  G i v e  n s  y o u r  b o y s  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  y o u n g  

a n d  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  p l a s t i c .  L e t  u s  t e a c h  t h e m  H i n d a  i d e a l s ,  l e t  n s  

t e a c h  t h e m  I n d i a n  h i s t o r y ,  I n d i a n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  I n d ia n  c u s t o m s ,  i n  f a c t  

a l l  t h a t  m a k e s  a  r e a l  n a t io n ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  b o u n d a r ie s  t h a t  s e p a r a t e  m a y  

d i s a p p e a r  a n d  w e  m a y  h a v e  o n e  m i g h t y  p e o p l e  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  T u t i c o -  

r i o  iu  t h e  S o u t h  t o  t h e  H i m a l a y a s  o n  t h e  N o r t h .  T h i s  b e l i e f  in  I n d i a ’s  

f u t u r e  i s  t h e  v e r y  g r o u n d w o r k  o n  w h ic h  w e  a r e  b a s i n g  o u r  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d



1 c o u ld  n o t  b a t  f e e l  a t  o n c e  g l a d  a n d  t o u c h e d  w h e n ,  f r o m  o n e  S o u t h  

I n d i a n  D i s t r i c t — S o u t h  C a n a r a — t h e r e  c a m e  a  g i f t  o f  m o n e y  l a r g e l y  

c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  H i n d u  la d i e s ,  w h o  k n e w  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  w o u ld  b e  a i d e d  b y  

t h e  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  in  B e n a r e s .  T h e y  h a v e  s e n t  u s  t h e  

m o n e y  w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  in  s o m e  w a y  t h e i r  n a m e s  a s  l o v e r s  a n d  

h e l p e r s  m i g h t  b e  c o m m e m o r a t e d  in  K a s i  i t s e l f ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  r o o m s  

t h a t  i s  n o w  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  h a v e  i n  i t  a  t a b l e t  “  B u i l t  b y  f r i e n d s  i n  S o u t h  

C a n a r y ,”  80 t h a t  f o r  a l l  t i m e  t o  c o m e  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  S o u t h  m a y  b e  c o m ­

m e m o r a t e d  i n  t h a t  f a s h i o n ,  a n d  i t  m a y  b e  s e e n  t h a t  N o r t h  a n d  S o a t h  

a r e  j o i n i n g  in  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  o f  I n d i a ' s  s o n s ."  M r s .  B e s a n t  

n e x t  d w e l t  o n  t h e  u n i f y i n g  w o r k  t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  d o n e  b y  t h e  T b e s o p h i -  

c a l  m o v e m e n t  a n d  o n  i t s  w o r k  f o r  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  t h e  

w o r l d ,  a n d  c o n c lu d e d  h e r  e l o q u e n t  a d d r e s s  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r o r a ­

t i o n  : “  I n d ia  c a n  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e  g r e a t ,  s a v e  a s  s h e  i s  r e l i g i o u s ; I n d i a  

c a n  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e  g r e a t ,  s a v e  a s  s h e  g a i n s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  t h a t  s h e  h a s  

l o s t .  I f  s h e  c a n  w i n  t h a t  b a c k ,  t h e n  b e h in d  i t  w i l l  c o m e  a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s ?  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o w e r ,  a u d  m a t e r i a l  w e a l t h ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  l o w e r  t h i n g s  t b a t  

e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  n a t io n a l  l i f e .  B u t  o n e  c h a r g e  h a s  s h o  r e c e i v e d  

f r o m  t h e  H i g h e s t ; o n e  d u t y  t h a t ,  u n d i s c h a r g e d ,  w e i g h s  h e r  d o w n  t o  t h e  

g r o n n d  b u t ,  t h a t  d i s c h a r g e d ,  w i l l  l i f t  h e r  a g a i n  a  l i g h t  a n d  b e a c o n  i n  

t h e  e y e s  o f  m e n ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  t o  b e  t b e  s a f e g u a r d ,  a b o v e  a l l  t h i n g s ,  o f  

r e l i g i o n  a n d  t r u t h ,  a n d  t o  w e d  s p i r i t u a l  p h i l o s o p h y  t o  t h e  d e v o t io n  o f  a  

n o b le  r e l i g i o n .  I f  t h a t  g r e a t  w o r k  i s  t a k e n  u p  a n d  c a r r ie d  o n t ,  e v e r y ­

t h i n g  e l s e  w i l l  f o l l o w  i n  i t s  t r a i n ; i f  i t  i s  s o n g h t  a f t e r ,  a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s  

t h a t  a r e  g o o d  w i l l  c o m e  t o  y o u  a s  i t s  i n e v i t a b l e  s u c c e s s o r s .  Y o n r  m o t h e r  

I n d i a  i s  a p p e a l i n g  d a y  b y  d a y  a n d  y e a r  b y  y e a r .  O f t e n  I  t h i n k  t h a t ,  

d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  K a l i y u g a ,  s h e  h a s  g o n e  a w a y  i n t o  s o m e  f a r - o f f  

r e g i o n  t o  w a i t  t h e r e  u n t i l  h e r  c h i l d r e n  c a l l  h e r  b a c k ;  f o r  h o w  s h a l l  

s h e ,  m o t h e r  a n d  g u r u  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  f r o m  w h o s e  p a s t  h a v e  g r o w n  t h e  

w o r l d ’s  p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  t h e  w o r ld ' s  r e l i g i o n s ,  t h e  w o r l d ’s  s u b l i m e s t  t e a c h ­

i n g s — h o w  s h a l l  s h e  c o m e  a n d  d w e l l  in  a  la n d  t h a t  f o r g e t s  r e l i g i o n  a n d  

p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  p l a y s  w i t h  t b e  t o y s  o f  c h i ld r e n ,  in s t e a d  o f  r e a l i s i n g  t h e  

a i m s  o f  m e n  ? S h e  o f t e n  b o w s  in  w o r s h i p  t o  t h e  G r e a t  O n e s  w h o  w a t c h ,  

f a r  o f f  o n  t h e  H i m a l a y a n  p e a k s ,  a l l  t h e  p i t f a l l s  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e  c h i l d  t h e y  

l o v e .  I  s e e m  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  I n d i a ,  o u r  m o t h e r ,  i s  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  in  t h e  m i d s t  

o f  t h i s  c i r c l e  o f  t h e  R i s h in ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  s h e  c a n  d e s c e n d  

a g a i n  a n d  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  c h i l d  s h e  lo v e s *  A n d  w h a t  s h a l l  b r i n g  h e r  ? 
W h a t  b r i n g s  t b e  m o t h e r  h a s t e n i n g  h o m e w a r d  ? T h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  

h e r  c h i ld r e n  a r e  c r y i n g  f o r  h e r  i n  h e r  a b s e n c e .  W h a t  b r in g s  h e r  q u i c k l y  

t o  t h e  r o o m  w h e r e  t h e  b a b e  i s  l y i n g  ? T h e  w a i l i n g  o f  t h e  b a b e  t h a t  

s e e k s  f o o d  f r o m  t b e  m o t h e r ’s  b r e a s t .  T h e  m o t h e r  w h o  l o v e s  t h e  c h i l d  

c a n n o t  s t a y  a w a y ,  i f  t h e  c h i l d  d e s i r e s  h e r  p r e s e n c e .  B u t  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  

c h i l d  in  c a r e l e s s n e s s ,  n e e d i n g  n o t h i n g  f o r  t h e  m o m e n t ,  w i l l  r u n  a w a y  t o  

p l a y  w i t h  i t s  p l a y m a t e s  in  t h e  s t r e e t ,  f o r g e t f u l  o f  m o t h e r ,  f o r g e t f u l  of 
h o m e ,  a n d  f o r g e t f u l  o f  a l l  t h a t  t h e  m o t h e r  m e a n s  t o  d o .  B u t  p r e s e n t l y  

t h e  c h i l d  w i l l  g r o w  h u n g r y ,  p r e s e n t l y  t b e  c h i l d  w i l l  g r o w  t i r e d ,  p r e s e n t ^  

l y  t h e  c h i l d  w i l l  b o  t h i r s t y  a n d  w e a r y ,  a n d  t h e n  h o  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h e



m o t h e r  a n d  t a r n  b a c k  b i s  s t o p s  w i t h  t h e  c r y  o f  “  M o t h e r  n o n  h i s  U p s*  

A n d  t h e  m o t h e r  k n o w s  i t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  a n d  s a y s ,  i n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  a n  

I n d ia n  p o e t ,  t h a t  o c m e  t o  m y  m in d ,  “  B a b e ,  t h o u g h  y o u  m a y  g o  a w a y  

fr o m  m e  i n  t h e  h o n r s  o f  p l a y ,  h u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t  w i l l  s o o n  b r i n g  y o u ’ 

b a c k  a g a i n  t o  m y  a r m s / '  S o m o t im e s  I  t h i n k  t h a t  I n d i a ,  t h e  m o t h e r ,  i s ' 

o n ly  w a i t i n g  p a t i e n t l y ,  c o n t e n t e d l y  e n o u g h  in  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  h e r  m o t h e r ' s ' 

lo v e , s e e i n g  h e r  c h i l d r e n  p l a y i n g  in  t h e  s t r e e t s  w i t h  t h e  t o y s  a n d  f o l ­

l ie s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  c h i l d ; w a i t i n g  t i l l  h u n g e r  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

t h i r s t  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h i n g s  s h a l l  s e n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  c la m o r in g  h o m e  

w ith  t h e  c r y  f o r  m o t h e r  o n  t h e i r  l i p s .  I  h e a r  i n  m y  d r e a m s  t h a t  c r y  r i s i n g  

fr o m  t h e  I n d i a n  l a n d ; I  s e e  i n  m y  d r e a m s  c h i l d  a f t e r  c h i l d ,  

w e a r y  o f  t h e  p l a y  i n  t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  t h i n k i n g  o f  t u r n i n g  h o m e w a r d  w h e r e  f 

th e  m o t h e r ' s  a r m s  a r e  w a i t i n g .  L o o k in g  u p w a r d s ,  I  s e e  o n  h e r  f a c e  a !  

s m ile ,  t h e  s m i l e  o f  m o t h e r ' s  l o v e  w a i t i n g  t o  w e lo o m e  h e r  t r u a n t s  h o m a  

a g a in .  I  k n o w  t h a t  s o o n  t h e r e  w i l l  r i s e  . f r o m  t h e  w h o l e  o f  I n d i a  t h e  o n e  

m ig h t y  c r y ,  “  O  I n d ia  o u r  m o t h e r ; m o t h e r  a n d  g n r n  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  c o m e  

b a c k  a m o n g s t  o s  o u c e  a g a in .  G o m e  h o m e  ! M 4

3 beo0opb? in all Xante*
E u r o p e .

L ondon , December 3 1st, 1 8 9 9 .

O n e  h a r d ly  d a r e  r e m a r k  t h a t  w e  a r e  e n t e r in g  to -m o r r o w  u p o n  t h e  la s t  > 
y ea r  o f  t h e  n in e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  fo r  p o p u la r  fa n c y  b a c k e d  u p , w e  n o w  le a r n ,  • 
by th e  G e r m a n  E m p e r o r , i s  d e te r m in e d  to  c a l l  t h e  y e a r  1 9 0 0  tb e  b e g in n in g  
o f th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d in g  a l l  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  o f  t h e  a r i th ­
m e t ic a lly  in c l in e d  w h ic h  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n tr a r y  v ie w . T h e  q u e s t io n  h a s  be*  
c o m e  o n e  o f  q u it e  h e a t e d  d is p u t e  a n d  to  s a y  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  a l l  t h e  s a m e  a  
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  h e n c e  i s  a  fo r m  o f  c o n s o la t io n  w h io h  in  t h i s  c a s e  d o e s n 't  s e e m  
s o o th in g ,  s in c e  i t  o n ly  s u g g e s t s  t h e  id e a  t h a t  o u r  r e - in c a r n a te d  s e lv e s ,  b r  
o u r  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  w i l l  a tta in  b e  a r g u in g  t h e  s a m e  p o in t ,  a n d  s o  r a is e s  t h e  

w h ole  q u e s t io n ,  de novo.
B e  i t  n in e t e e n t h  o r  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  w e  a r e  a l l  h o p in g  i t  w i l l  b e  a y e a r  o f  

s u c c e s s fu l  w o r k  a n d  s t e a d y  e n d e a v o u r , B nd w e  e n te r  u p o n  o u r  n e w  h a b it a t io n  

a t  28 , A lb e m a r le  S t .  W .,  w it h  c h e e r fu ln e s s  a n d  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  m a k e  i t  a n  
a c t iv e  c e n t r e  o f  th e o s o p h ie  e n e r g y .  P r e p a r a t io n s  a r e  b e in g  r a p id ly  m a d e  * 
an d  b e fo r e  t h i s  r e a c h e s  t h e  r e a d e r 's  e y e s  w e  h o p e  t o  b e  s e t t l e d  a n d  i n  t h a  • 
f a l l  s w i n g  o f  l e c tu r e s  a n d  m e e t in g s .  T h e  B la v a t s k y  L o d g e  i s  in a u g u r a t in g  
a  s e r ie s  o f  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  le c tu r e s  o f  a  m o r e  e le m e n t a r y  c h a r a c t e r  e s p e c ia l ­
ly  fo r  t h e  b e n e f it  o f  t h e  m a n y  v i s i t o r s  a n d  in q u ir e r s  w h o  h a v e  a p p lie d  fo r  
a d m is s io n  t i c k e t s  d n r in g  th e  p a s t  f e w  m o n th s .  T h e s e  l e c tu r e s  a r e  t o  b e  

g iv e n  b y  d i f f e r e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  L o d g e *  T h e  u s u a l  T h u r s d a y  le c t u r e s  

m ay t h u s  b e  m a d e  o f  g r e a t e r  v a lu e  t o  s t u d e n t s  w i t h o n t  e x c lu d in g  in q u ir e r s  

from  a  c h a n c e  o f  h e a r in g  t h e  b r o a d  p r in c ip le s  o f  T h e o s o p h y .  A  s e r ie s  o f  

a f te r n o o n  le c t u r e s  o n  t h e  “  M y s t e r ie s  a m o n g  t h e  G r e e k s  " i s  t o  b e  g iv e n  b y  

H r . M e a d  o n  T u e s d a y s ,  a n d  t h i s  c o u r s e  w i l l  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  one. f r o m  
M r. L e a d b e a te r  o n  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  “  C la ir v o y a n c e ."

- T h a  n e w .  p r e m is e s  w i l l  a f f o r d  m u c h  m o r e  s c o p e  fo r  u s e f u ln e s s  in  t h e  .
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l ib r a r y  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a n d  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  r o o m  a p a r t  fr o m  t h e  r e a d in g  r o o m  
w i l l  n o  d o u b t  b e  a  g r e a t  b o o n .

D u r in g  D e c e m b e r  t h e r e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  m u c h  t o  c h r o n ic le  in  t h e  w a y  o f  
le c t u r e s .  M r . L e a d b e a te r  le c tu r e d  o n  th e  a f t e r  d e a th  c o n d it io n s  t o  a  c ro w d *  
e d  a u d ie n c e .  M is s  P o p e  d e a lt  w i t h  t h e  “  R o m a n c e  o f  P la n t  L if e " — a  s u b j e c t  
o f f e r in g  m a n y  s u g g e s t i v e  t h o u g h t s  to  s t u d e n t s  o f  T h e o s o p h y — a n d  M r. M e a d  

B p ok e o n 44 A p o l lo n iu s  o f  T y a n a ”— t h e  t h ir d  le c t u r e  o f  a n  in t e r e s t in g  s e r ie s .

T h e  W e s t  L o n d o n  L o d g e  e n g a g e d  a  s m a ll  h a l l  a n d  h a d  a  m o s t  s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y  a u d ie n o e  g a t h e r e d  t o  h e a r  M r . L e a d b e a te r  . l e c t u r e  o n  “  T h o u g h t  

F o r m s ,"  t h e  s p e c ia l  a t t r a c t io n  b e in g  a  s e r ie s  o f  la n t e r n  i l lu s t r a t io n s  c o m ­
p r is in g  t h e  s e t s  o f  p ic t u r e s  o f  t h o u g h t  fo r m s  w h ic h  a p p e a r e d  in  Lucifer in  
S e p t e m b e r  18 9 6 , a n d  a ls o  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r s  w h ic h  M r s . B e s a n t  h a d  p r e ­
p a r e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  fo r  h e r  A m e r ic a n  le c tu r e s ,  b u t  w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  
p u b l is h e d  h e r e . O n e  i s  in c l in e d  s o m e t im e s  t o  r e g r e t  t h a t  t b e  f e a t u r e  o f  
la n t e r n  i l lu s t r a t io n  c a n n o t  b e  in t r o d u c e d  m o r e  f r e q u e n t ly  in t o  o u r  w o r k ,  b u t  
h o w e v e r  v a lu a b le  fo r  i l lu s t r a t in g  p h y s ic a l  p la n e  f a c t s ,  o n e  c a n  r e a l is e  t h a t  in  
t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h in g s  th e  d if f ic u l t ie s  a t t e n d a n t  o n  a n y  a t t e m p ts  t o  d e p i c t  
fo u r-d im en sio n al r e a l i t ie s  m u s t  b e  w e ll  n ig h  in s u p e r a b le .

T b e  in e x h a u s t ib le  s u b je c t  o f  Karma h a s  b e e n  e n g a g in g  t h e  a t t e n t io n  o f  
t h e  L o n d o n  L o d g e  a n d  o n e  r e s u lt  i s  a n o t h e r  o f  M r. S in n e t t ’s  t h o u g h t f u l  
a n d  s u g g e s t i v e  * T r a n s a c t io n s ’ w h ic h  d i s c u s s e s  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r o b le m s  r a i s e d  

in  h is  lo d g e  a d d r e s se e .

I n  t h e  r e l ig io u s  w o r ld  a  s o m e w h a t  s t a r t l i n g  p ie c e  o f  n e w s  c o m e s  f r o m  

t h e  c o n t in e n t ,  to  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  P o p e  h a s  f in a l ly  g r a n te d  p e r m is s io n  t o  
t h e  p r ie s t s  o f  th e  S o u t h  A m e r ic a n  L a t in  R e p u b l ic s  to  m a r r y . T h e  p a p a l  
e n c y c l ic a l  i s  s ta te d  t o  r u n :  " s e e i n g  t h a t  c e l ib a c y  i s  n o t  a  D iv in e  b u t  a n  
e c c le s ia s t ic a l  o r d in a n c e " — q u ite  t r u e ,  b u t  i t  h a s  b e e n  r e g a r d e d  a s  s u c h  a n  

im p o r t a n t  in s t i t u t io n  o f  t h e  R o m is h  C h n r c h  t h a t  t h e  r e la x a t io n  o f  t h e  r u l e  

c a n n o t  b e  d e e m e d  o f  n o  im p o r t a n c e .  T w o  q u e s t io n s  a r is e .  I f  f o r  t h e  
p r ie s t s  o f  S o u th  A m e r ic a  w h y  n o t  e ls e w h e r e  P a n d  i f  o n e  c a n  b e  d is c a r d e d  w h y  

n o t  o th e r  d o g m a s  e q u a lly  e c c le s ia s t ic a l?  P e r h a p s  th e  o p p o r t u n is m  o f  
L e o  X I I I .  m a y  b e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  o p e n in g  t h e  d o o r  t o  o th e r  r e fo r m s  w i t h in  t h e  
o ld  e s t a b l is h m e n t .  F r o m  t h e  o p p o s it e  c a m p  w e  le a r n ,  fr o m  a n  a n n u a l  r e ­
v ie w  ■ o f  m a t te r s  th e o lo g ic a l ,  t h a t  o r th o d o x  C a lv in is m  i s  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
t h i n g  t o  d a y  fr o m  w h a t  i t  w a s  e v e n  t w e n t y  o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o .  T h e  o l d  
p h r a s e o lo g y  c o v e r s  a n  e n t ir e ly  c h a n g e d  m e a n in g  a n d  w i t h o u t  b e in g  f o r m ­
a l l y  e m b o d ie d  in  n e w  ‘ c o n fe s s io n *  o f  fa ith *  th e  n e w  c o n c e p t io n s  a r e  
s t e a d i ly  r e p la c in g  t h e  n a r r o w  o ld  d o g m a s .  T h is  a g a in  i s  g o o d  b e a r in g  f o r  
t h o s e  w h o  w o u ld  fa in  s e e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c h a n n e ls  i n s t in c t  o n c e  m o r e  w i t h  r e a l  

s p ir i t u a l  f o r c e  f o r  th e  h e lp in g  o f  t h e  w e s te r n  w o r ld .

F r o m  R o m e — t h e  R o m e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  n o t  o f  t h e  V a t i c a n — c o m e  
t id in g s  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  M r. C h a t t e r j i ’s  le c t u r e s  o n  E a s t e r n  P h i lo s o p h y ,  
g i v e n  in  U n iv e r s i t y  H a l l  a n d  la r g e ly  a t t e n d e d  b y  e a g e r  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
s t u d e n t s .  F r o m  P a r is  M r. L e a d b e a te r  r e p o r t s  n u m e r o u s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  
m e e t in g s  a n d  m u c h  e a g e r  in q u ir y  d u r in g  h is  r e c e n t  v i s i t  th e r e ,  a n d  i t  i s  

p le a s a n t  t h u s  t o  h e a r  o f  t h e  r e n e w e d  a c t iv i t y  o f  o u r  I t a l ia n  a n d  F r e n c h  
b r e th r e n .

D r . C a r l P e t e r s  h a s  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  fr o m  t h e  r e g io n  o f  t h e  Z a m b e s i  a n d  
E a s t e r n  M a n h o n a la n d , a n d  c la im s  t o  h a v e  d is c o v e r e d  th e  v e r i t a b le  L a n d  o f  
O p h ir — t h e  r e a l  k i n g  S o lo m o n ’s  M i n e s ! T h e s e ,  h e  d e c la r e s ,  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  o n  

th e  M u ir a  R iv e r ,  f i f t e e n  m ile s  s o u th  o f  t h e  Z a m b e s i,  a n d , in  t h e  A f r ic a n  n a m e



of F a re , h e  claim s th a t  we have a  co rrup tion  of the  A rabian  “A fu r,” of w hich 
the H ebrew  form  was “ O ph ir”— in all cases m eaning a  mine. H e th inks th a t  
a a  an c ie n t Sabean em pire lasted  in  th is  region for thousands of years. One 
o f h is  m ost in te res tin g  observations, g iven to  the  R en ter’s ag en t w ho 
interview ed him , is th e  fac t tb a t th e  natives of the d is tr ic t “ un like  an y  
A fricans I  know, are  to  th is day sun and  fi,re w orshippers.’* H e adds th a t  
they a re  quite un like the  o rd inary  A frican  and  have a  d is tin c t Jew ish  
(Sem itic P) type of face : in  m y opinion they a re  a  m ixture of th e  A sia tic
conquerors w ith  the  orig inal inhab itan ts of the  coun try ." The la te  
Mr. Theodore B ent located the  O phir of the  O ld T estam ent m  M ashonaland, 
Who know s w hat of deepest archaeological in te rest w ill y e t ta rn  np in  
E aste rn  A frioa? I t  is no t K ing  Solomon’s mines b n t the  g rad u a l unfold* 
roent of th e  fragm ents of the  rem ote past in one q u a rte r  of the  globe a fte r 
another, each add ing  its  m ite  of testim ony to  tb e  veracity  of the  occult re­
cords, th a t  m akes arcbsBological discoveries of snch in te rest to  theosophists.

A . B. C.

N E W  Z EA L A N D .

M rs. Draffin concluded h er course of A uckland suburban  lectures a t  
O nehunga on Dec. 17th to a  good audienoe. A lthough  w arned by a friend ly  
Salvation A rm y offioer—who cam e across to tbe  H all on the  fam iliar A rm y 
errand  of tak ing  up a collection—not to  expect m uch of O nehunga as i t  was a  
hard place to  move, the  two lectures there  drew  fa ir  audienoee and  aroused 
a good deal of in terest.

T h a  la test movem ent of in te rest m  New Z ealand is the  s ta r tin g  o f  a  
small m agazine in A uckland . I t  is called th e  N . Z. Theosophical M agazine. 
The firs t num ber is dated  1st Jan u ary , 1900, and  consists of tw enty  pages and  
a c o v e r ,  bu t fu tu re  num bers m ay vary  ia  size* I t  is edited  by M rs. Draffin, 
and D r. Sanders, the G eneral S ecre ta ry  of th e  Seotion, and  in  a ll probabi­
lity  w ill be m ade the  “ O rgan  M of the  N. Z. Section*

T h e  G eneral Secretary , accom panied by  th e  A uckland B ranch  delegates, 
H r. an d  Mrs. Draffin, leaves for Dunedin^ on C hristm as B ay to a t te n d th e  
Convention. I n  addition  all th e  B lanches w ill be v isited  and1 M rs. Draffin 
will lec tn re  a t  each of them  and  a lto  in- several towns* w here a t  p resent no  
Branches exist*

B y  special request M iss D avidson re-delivered a  lbcture in  A uck land , 
on ** T h e  C hurch and  M odern Befigions Problem s.” M r. 8 . S tu a r t  also lectured  
in A uckland on “ A ncient E gypt,” and  in  W ellington. M ra. K r i i a o a d  lectured  
on “  T h o u g h t th e  G reat M agknaa.”

T he holiday season is nearly  on ns, and  a fte r th e  Convention, b ranch  
m eetings and  classes will probably be suspended for some weeks, thongh  th e  
public m eetings w ill continue a s  usual.



■Reviews-

; BY

A . N . B i l l i m o r i *  a n d  D. D. A l p a i w a l a .

In  these days of m aterialism  an d  of b lind  indifference to  re lig ions 
m atte rs, any  w ork th a t w onld check th e  tendency to  look npon religion in  its  
e n tire ty  as a  th in g  of th e  past which th e  m odern advanced (?) genera tions 
have outgrow n, and w ould m ake people pause in  th e ir  break-neck ru n  a f te r  
th ings of the  world and  “ deligh ts th a t  are  con tac t born,” to  th ink  of h ig h e r 
and  nobler tru th s , m u st be sincerely welcomed. T his book co llects th e  
opinions of non-Z oroastrians on th e  religion of Z oroaster and  will serve  a 
useful purpose by p lacing before the  publio the views of persons ou tside tbe 
pale of th a t  religion who have appreciated the  teachings and  adm ired  th e  
philosophy an d  th e  noble eth ics inculcated in  th a t  ancient fa ith . The P arsees 

: of th e  p resen t day, i t  m ust be said, deeper and deeper as they are  u n fo r tu ­
nately  sink ing  in  the  m ire of religions indifference, need to  be told by those  
whose opinions they  respect th a t “ Z oroaster was a  deep and g rea t th in k e r /’ 
a n d  t h a t 41 In  its  fundam ental ideas the  religion he propounded approxim ates 
w onderfully to  those of the  m ost advanced thongh t and goes fu r th e r th a n  any 
o th e r creed  to  reconcile the  conflict between faith  and science." L e t u s  hope 
th a t  a  perusal of th is w ork will m ake a  few of the followers of the Z oroastrian  
relig ion  reverence H is teachings and ac t up  to them .

One cannot speak in  th e  sam e term s of the  o ther object of the publishers,
, via., to prove th e  superio rity  of th is  religion over all others. R elig ioos 

ough t to join people, no t separate th em ; they are  m eant to  b ring  aboi^t 
.h a rm o n y , no t discord. I t  serves no useful purpose to te ll a  m an th a t  bis 

fa ith  is superior to  all others, b u t i t  does sow the  seed of th a t re lig ioqs 
.intolerance and  b igo try  th a t  baB been so fru itfu l of atrocious deeds in  the 

' past. I t  is refresh ing  to find th a t except in a  very few scattered  instances 
the  opinions collected do not fu r th e r th is  object of the publishers. I t  ou g h t 
to  be the “ sacred d u ty  ” of every hum an being to teach his co^religuuiists 
tolerance and  to  lead them  to  . venerate faiths o ther than  th e ir  own. H ere

* n&y w6ll be quoted a  doctrine of the Z oroastrian  religion given in  th e  w ork 
'its& lf: " A  m an Was to  b e re tfa rd ed  hereafter not according to  his belief in  any  
p a rticu la r religious dogma, b u t according to the  perfection of h is  though ts, 
w ords and deeds." F o r  sim ilar reasons th e  differences as to  one relig ion 
hav ing  borrowed certa in  dogmas from another o r vice vena, should n o t be 
g iven m ore than  a  pu rely  h istorical in te res t. R eligions a re  m eant to  g ive 
peace and a ll th a t  comes in  opposition to th is  divine function  oogh t to  be 
s tric tly  eschewed.



I t  is  notew orthy th a t several c ritics quoted in  th e  work refer to  the 
doctrines of R eincarnation  and  K arm a as form ing a p a rt of th is religion, and  

' po in t to  G reek w ritings as au thorities on th is  subject. I t  is to be hoped th a t 
some ea rn es t and  devoted Z oroastrian  w ill endeavour to  g e t these G reek 
w drks on th e ir  relig ion accepted as reliable by the followers of Z oroaster.

J . J . V .

T H E  O N E ID A  C O M M U N IT Y * ‘

A n o th e r of Mr. G. R ed w ay’s books, da ted  1900, is  one by A llan E stlake, 
m em ber of thefdefunct O neida Com m unity, who th inks i t  his d u ty  to  try  and 
revive, if  no t th e  th in g , a t  least th e  m em ory of th a t  aberration , th e  hyper- 
sexual C om m unity. To th e  new generation, the  book will be nearly  m eaning­
less, a s  th e  sto ry  is  to ld  in a  curious m ix tu re  of bold acknow ledgm ents and of 
m isty  a tte m p ts  a t  m ystic rhapsodies em bodying C hristian , Theosophic and  
8 w edenborg ian  ideas. I f  any one finds enough in te res t in the  new book 
to  w a n t to  form ulate a  c lear ju d g m en t over it, i t  would be advisable fo r him  
to  b e g in  h is study  by th e  perusal of W . H epw orth  Dixon’s two volum es on 
"  S p ir i tu a l  W ives ” (London, H u rs t an d  B lackett, 1868). T here be will find 

■ how th e  m ovem ent th a t led  to  the  foundation  of th e  O neida Com m unity s ta r t­
ed, re a lly  from  th e  M orm on p lu ra lity  of wives, m ixed up  w ith th e  wave of re li­
g io u s  e rase  and  fervor—I  was going to  say  furor—which caused th e  so-called 
“ G re a t Revival’’ of 1882. In  th is tem pest, w hich “ burned*’ so m any d is tr ic ts  
and  sh ipw recked  so m any souls in  A m erica, s ta r tin g  from  th e  idea th a t th e  
w o rld  w as com ing to  an end* and  th a t men as un iversal sinners, would he. i l l  
d am ned—the religious m ania was a t  first tu rn ed  aga in s t m arriage , and  tb e  
firs t w ave of seal p rescribed th eab so ln te  chastity  of h u m an ity ; men and  
w om en w ere to live toge ther purely  as spiritual wives and husbands. A t th is 

-po in t th e  m ovem ent was one in which the scorpion power in m an was being 
tran sfo rm ed  into th a t  of the eagle. B u t th is  p u rity  d id  no t las t very long, th e  
physica l passions soon regained th e ir  ascendency, and  therew ith  th e  in itia l idea 
of p a r e  sp iritu a l wives W as changed in to  “ F ree  Love** a n d  sexual m arriages, 
th e  d u ra tio n  of w hich was left to  m u tual agreem ent. A t the  sam* tim e, some 
of th e  com m unistic ideas then  boiling in  Europe, W ere im ported  in to  A m erica, 
an d  th ese  led  to  the realization of tiomtnunism between the  sexesf o r as i t  is 
n a ive ly  expressed in  th e  book of Mr. E stlake, "each woman, the  w ills  of all m en, 
'OVetry m an the husband of a ll women” (page 87); and various com m unities 
w ere  sta rted  to  ca rry  those U topian  ideas into actual practice. One of th e s f, 
ostensib ly  organised  a t  th a t  tim e—for th e  regeneration  of m ankind th ro u g h  
M stirpiculture** (page 95) o r the  ra ising  of a  superior race w ith im pfo ve$[p!?X~ 
sica l body due to  free love and  choice, equivalent to  the  selection process in  
an im als—Was th a t  of Oneida, m anaged by Rev. John  H . N oyes, a  renegade 
C ongregationalist m inister, who olothed the  ideas w ith the  pious and  h igh  
sound ing  p re tex t of “ realising  C hris t's  ideal K ingdom  of H eav en !” T his w as 
to  be  done by “ complex m arriages,” a  very  p re tty  appellation. B u t th e  civil 
law s could n o t be v io la ted ; so J .  H . Noyes had  u ltim ately  to  give up, in  h is  
comm unity,'* no t the  principle, b u t the  practice of complex marriages,** n o t “ re ­
nouncing  belief in  the  principles and  finali ty  of th a t in stitu tion , b u t in  deference

9 A record of an attempt to carry out the principle of Christian unselfishness 
and wientifio race-improvement. By Allan Estlake, member of the Oneida Com­
munity. London G. Redway, 1900. Price W. nett.



to  public sentim ent’’ (The “ O neida Com m unity,”  p. 36, 36, 40, 94). A  few 
m ore ex trac ts w ill now sufficiently en ligh ten  the reader. M any of the  firs t 
converts “ were ready to  give up every th ing  (bo th e  com m unistic  life of th e  
com m unity) b u t tho petty  au tho rity  th a t they  had been accustom ed to  exercise 
in  th e ir  fam ilies ” ; b u t it was established th a t *' m en m ust leave women to  
be as free as they desire to  be them selves/’ th is  being th e  “ c ruc ia l te s t  o f 
man*8 love to  his fellow m an,‘\ . t“ no m a tte r  w hat his o th er qualifications m ay  
be, if a  man cannot love a  woman and  be happy in seeing her loved by o th e rs , 
he is a  selfish m an" no t fit fo r the  “ K ingdom  of H eaven." A nd  th a t  s o  
doub t may rem ain, i t  is asserted, in  bold characters* th a t  “ complex m arria g e  
has proved a  superlative and  unquestionable success*’ (page 40). O f c o a rse  
we are  to ld  tb a t  complex m arriages “  are  no t ac tua ted  by a  rlsnirs f o r  mtaetud 
freedom ” (p. 46). F a th e r Noyes ta u g h t t b e  boys t h a t  th e re  w as M notbuqc 
sin fu l in th e ir sexual desire" and  the g ir ls  th a t  ** i t  was im p o rtan t th a t  th e y  
should receive th e ir  first im pressions of sexual experience th rough  th o s e  
m em bers (of tlie  com m unity) who would be m ore likely to  elevate them  w ith  
th e  consciousness of hav ing  innocently  exercised a pu re  and  n a tu ra l fu n c tio n  
on  the  spiritual plane,” etc. (54-55). Then oomes a  touch ing  sto ry  of a  y o u n g  
m an who w as found “ too a rd en t” for his lady love, who also loved h im , so 
th a t  she  was ordered  to “  become m other by some husband of her c h o ic e /' 
w hile he had to  u choose ano ther sw eetheart fo r purposes of m a te rn ity /*  
because, had  they  been allowed to  un ite , “ th e ir exclusive love w ould h av e  
jeopardised the  com m unistic love” of th e  com m unity, (p. 75) who u ta k e  
th e ir  orders from  C h ris t"  (p. 83)! H ere, “ a  woman is en tire ly  relieved fro m  
tb e  nndesired dem ands of a  h u sb a n d ”  (87) who, according to  w h a t is 
done in  o ther kingdom s of N ature, has to  be inv ited  by th e  fem ale (8&). 
F inally  the ideal of the  com m unity is to  re s tr ic t th e  increase of p opu la tion , 
on m althusian  principles, and  D r. B abb itt p lainly ind ica tes the  p rocess 
followed to  th a t effect (see “ H um an C u ltu re” I I ,  p. 154). Then we a re  to ld  
th s t  “ th e  b righ test spot in the  h isto ry  of A m erica will be her peaceful com* 
m unistic en terprises (so well described in  “ S p iritu a l W ives)! ” a n d  th e  
O neida Com m unity w ill be a  gu id ing  s ta r  to  the* 'rea lisa tion  of th e  U n iv e rsa l 
B rotherhood of m an! 1 A gain , th e  founder, J .  H . Noyes, is very m od es tly  
represen ted  as th e  n e t p roduc t o f  New E ng land  colonisation, th e  fra itio n  o f  
tb e  Mayflower movem ent'* (!), a lthough  we a re  trea ted  to  th e  re f re sh in g  
idea  th a t  w com m unism  as exemplified in  th e  O neida C om m unity, c a n  
undoubtedly be s till im proved upon (p. 154); and  the  ta sk  of th e  im prove* 
m en t probably lies now in the hands of the  O neida joint-stock com pany, w h ich  
has, in  a  tru e  A m erican business m anner, taken  th e  place of th e  d e fn n o t 
com m unity. B u t we fail to  see, however, of w bat im provem ent to  h u m a n ity  
t h e  book will be.

A . MARqusa.



BY

M a j o r - G e n e r a l  D a w s o n n b  M. S t b o n s .

(L o n d o n , W a t t s ,  F lee t S tree t, 2s. 0<fc

T be scope o i th is  new book is  well expressed in  its  sub-title , “  A  Sym ­
phony.”  I t  is an  attem pt, by an  earnest adm irer of both B uddhism  an d  » 
C hristianity , to  b rin g  o a t in  strong  relief th e  m any sim ilarities ex is ting  
between th e  teachings of B uddha and  those of Jesn s C hrist. T he tim e  is  
passed w hen fanaticism  conld m ake of th e  C hris tian  religion a  som ething 
unique, never before given to th e  w orld by one, only begotten  son of God ; 
on I h e  co n tra ry , now every s tu d en t who, following, even unconsciously, t h e  
impulse given by t h e  Theosophical Society, sets him self down to  an  im partia l 
study o f  com parative relig ions, disoovers each day  some new analogies, som e 
identical teachings between the  ** new " dispensation of C h ris t and  th e  various 
religions which existed centuries before his b irth . T herefore, G eneral S tro n g 's  
contribution  is qu ite  tim ely and  well m eant, and  w ill do  m uch to  w iden th e  
views of th e  m ore fair-m inded  C hristians, and  teach them  less exclusiveness 
in th e ir  pretensions, for m any instances are  cited by him , show ing th e  
absolute iden tity  in  ideas of th e  tw o T eachers and  R eform ers, ao t h a t  t h e  
complete harm onising  of the  two gospels of B uddha and C hris t m ay be only 
a  m atte r of m ore in tim a te  know ledge of both. Tho only objection  th a t  we 
have im p artia lly  to  m ake to  G eneral S tro n g 's  book, is th a t, by unfo rtunate ly  
following too closely, as an  au tho rity . D r. P. C arus, the  Chicago w rite r on  
Buddhism , th e  w ork we now review gives, as a  whole, an  en tire ly  w rong im ­
pression of tru e  B uddhism , as being m aterialistic  and pessim istic, or, be tter, 
nihilistic. T his tendency is especially stra ined  in  G eneral S trong ’s chap te r 
on “ K a rm a ."  I t  is tru e  th a t B uddha opposed the  crude  idea of m etam or­
phosis,-—o r th e  retrogression  of th e  hum an en tity  in to  lower bodies—b n t 
Buddha teaches fo r every hum an several repeated lives, th rough  the  wheel of 
necessity, o r of reb irths , caused by T anha the desire fo r l i fe ; and  reb irth s , no  
more th an  T anha can be th inkab le  if there  is n o t a  pow er in the  sam e e n tity  
who is th irs ty  for reb irth , to  enter,—en tire  and  unchanged,—into  a  new body 
and th u s  live again. The B uddhistic  wheel of life as p ictu red  by D r. W addell 
and show ing tbe hum an en tity  passing th ro u g h  various planes, from  one 
rebirth  to  ano ther, and  born again  according to th e ir own previous K arm a 
(or deed and  misdeed) p lain ly  shows th a t  G eneral S tro n g  has been m isled by 
the au th o rs  he quotes as au tho rities  on B uddhism , especially, such as  D r.
Carus, O ldenberg, B erry, R h y B  Davids, L illie, a ll biased o r no t fu lly  conversan t 
with tb e  tru e  inner esoteric basis of B uddhism , l o  th e  question of K a rm a  
and Ind iv iduality  especially, G eneral S trong  gives as th e  B uddhistic  ideas 
an entirely  d ifferent im pression from  w hat can be gained th rough  Col. O lco tt’s  
Catechiem (33rd Edition)* and  o ther Theosophical w orks. T hus, although  fu lly  
sym pathetic to  the  idea of “ cause and effect" he contends th a t  th ere  is no ind i­
vidual soul, consequently  the  K arm a prodaced by one person m u s t bear its  
fruit th rough  an o th er person, m eaning probably th e  son o r sons of the  son of 
the dead m an ; in  o ther words, it  is worked ou t th rough  heredity , on d ifferent

* This work, having been closely examined by the High Priest Samangala and
certified for use in Bnddhist schools, has an authority upon the questions treated 
which Is not possessed by any other work on Buddhism save the Tripitika$t them­
selves.



p e r s o n s  vpho a r e  n o t  t h e  o r ig in a t o r s ,  s o  th a t  t h e  s u f f e r in g  n o w  e n d u r e d  i s  r e a l ly  
“  o w e d  e n t ir e ly  t o  th e  p a s t  s in s ,  n o t  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  in d iv id u a l ,  b u t  o f  h u m a n it y  
in  g e n e r a l  ** o f  th e  r a c e . T h is  id e a  i s  fu r t h e r  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  e x a m p le  t h a t  
** A  w h o  h a s  r e c e iv e d  g o o d  in f lu e n c e s  fr o m  B ,  b a d  f r o m  C , in d if f e r e n t  f r o m  
D ,  h a s  l iv e d  b e fo r e , in  a  B u d d h is t ic  s e n s e ,  in  B ,  C , o r  D ,"  (p a g e  7 9 ). ** A c t io n s  

p e r fo r m e d  b y  B  s im ila r  t o  s o m e  p e r fo r m e d  c e n t u r ie s  a g o  b y  A ,  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  

in f lu e n c e  o f  A  h a s  a t  la s t  r e a c h e d  B ,  “  w h i le  o th e r  a c t io n s  o f  A  n o t  p e r fo r m e d  
b y  B  m u s t b e  tr a c e d  b a c k  in  t h e ir  e f f e c t s  t o O ,  D , E ,  e t c ."  N o w ,  i f  t h i s  w o r e  

c o r r e c t  i t  w o u ld  b e  s im p ly  in f a m o u s ,  a n d  j u s t  a s  b a d  i n  B u d d h is m  a s  
iq. C h r is t ia n it y  ; th e  c r e a t io n  a n d  p r e d e s t in a t io n  o f  souls, in  h a p p in e s s  o r .  

m is e r y ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  J e h o v a h 's  c a p r ic e  a n d  b o th  m a k in g  a n  in n o c e n t  c h i l d  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  a  g u i l t y  fa t h e r ,*  T h e n  a g a in ,  i f  K a r m a —a c c o r d in g  t o  
G e n e r a l S t r o n g ’s  id e a  o f  B u d d h is m — c a n  b e  w o r k e d  o n ly  t h r o u g h  
h e r e d it y ,  w h a t  b e c o m e s  o f  t h e  K a r m a  o f  t h e  s in n e r  w h o  d ie s  w i t h o u t  
p o s t e r i t y  o n  w h o m  to  la y  h i s  b u r d e n ?  J t  w o u ld  in d e e d  b e  tp o  e a s y  

th e n  to. e s c a p e  fr o m  t h e  “  in e v i t a b le  ” la w  o f  ( K a r m a ; k e e p  u n m a r r ie d  
a n d  h a v e  .no. c h i l d r e n ! !  B u t ,  w ith  d u e  r e s p e c t  t o  G e n e r a l S t r o n g ,  
o u r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  B u d d h is m  a n d  o f  t h e  a d m ir a b le  la w  o f  K a r m a , o r  t h e  
A b s o lu t e  J u s t ic e  i t  t e a c h e s , i s  th a t ,  a l t h o u g h  B ,  C , D ,  E ,  d o  p a r ta k e  o f  t h e  
K a r m a  o f  A ,  i t  i s  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  A  h im s e l f  i s  s u c c e s s iv e ly  r e b o r n , a s  B ,  C ,
D ,  f i ,  t o  w o r k  o u t  t h e  c a u s e s  h e  a n d  n o t  a n y  o n e  e ls e  s t a r t e d  a s  A ,  B ,  C ,  
e t c .  W e  d e n y  a ls o  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  n o r th e r n  e n l ig h t e n e d  B u d d h is m  t e a c h e s  
t h a t  ** nothing survives b e in g  e x c e p t  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  b e in g .  ”  T h a t  i s  t b e  nihil­
istic c o lo r in g  g iv e n  t o  B u d d h is m — fr o m  e x o te r ic  v e r s io n s — b y  w e s t e r n  w r i t e r s  

n p t  B p b tle  e n o u g h  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  th e . t r u e  t e a c h in g  t h a t  B u d d h a  i s  n o t  
a n n ih ila te d *  b u t  s t i l l  s u r v i v e s ; N ir v a n a  i s  n o t  a n n ih i la t io n ,  b u t  th e  c o m p le t e  
a b s o r p t io n  o f  tb e  I n d iv id u a l i t y  in  t h e  b l i s s  o f  G o d , w it h o u t  lo s in g  i t s  i u d i v i -  

d u a l i t y .  A  m y s t e r y  in d e e d , b u t  tr u e r  a n d  m o r e  j u s t  th a n  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  

a n n ih i la t io n  a s  u n d e r s to o d  b y  G e n e r a l S t r o n g ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  m o r e  i u  . 

h a r m o n y  e v e n  w ith  th e  t e a c h in g s  a n d  a s p ir a t io n s  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  f a i t h ,  

w h ic h  h e  com p& ros s o  a b ly  to  t h a t  o f  G a u ta m a .

A.M.

L ’l D E E  D E  D I E U  D A N S  L A  P H I L O S O P H I E  R E L I G I E U S E  

D E  L A  C H I N E .

U n d e r  t h i s  t i t l e  o f  t h e  " I d e a  o f  G o d  in  t h e  C h in e s e  R e l ig io u s  P h ilo s o p h y ,* '
a .F r e n c h  A s s o c ia t io n ,  c a l l e d  “  L ig u e  N a t io n a le  c o n t r e  1’ A t h e is m e ,”  p u b l i s h ­
e d  in  o n e  o f  i t s  r e c e n t  “  B u l le t in s ,"  a  l e c t u r e  b y  t h e  w e ll-k n o w n  O r ie n t a l i s t ,  . 
M . L e o n  d e  R o s n y ,  in  w h ic h  h e  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  t h e  C h in e s e  c a n n o t  b e  
c a l le d  a n  A t h e i s t i c  n a t io n ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  w a n t o n ly  d n b b e d . M . . 
D e  R o s n y  e x a m in e s  th e  th r e e  p r in c ip a l  d o g m a t ic  a n d  l i t e r a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  : 
C h in a ,  t h e  Tai-kiht t h e  Hiao a n d  th e  Tao-te-King, a n d  p r o v e s  c o n c lu s iv e ly  

t h a t  fr o m  th e  r e m o t e s t  a n t iq u i t y  k n o w n  to  S in o lo g u e s ,  C h in a  b o a s t e d  o f  a  
D e is m  “ w h ic h  a t t a in e d  s u c h  a  h e ig h t  o f  c o n c e p t io n  t h a t  o u r  p r o u d  E u r o p e  
c a n  h a r d ly  c la im  t o  h a v o  y e t  s e r io u s ly  r e a c h e d ."

* S i n c e  t h e  Buddhiift Catechism m a d e  c l e a r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e i n c a r ­
n a t i n g  e g o  o r  “  I n d i v i d u a l i t y  ”  a n d  t h e  b o d y  i t  c o v e r s  i t s e l f  w i t h  i n  a n y  g i v e n  
b i r t h  o r  “  P e r s o n a l i t y , ”  s u c h  w i l d  s p e c u l a t i o n s  a n d  w o i r d - w e a v i n g s  a s  W e s t e r n . 
s c h o l a r s  i n d u l g e  i n  h a v e ,  l o s t  a l l  t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a n d  m a y  b e  b r u s h e d  a s i d e  a s  ' 
o b s t a c l e s  t o  c l e a r  t h i n k i n g .



T h e  f ir s t ,  o r  T*ii-kih, a  c o s m o g o n ic  d o c tr in e  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  e a r l ie s t  
h is to r ic a l p e r io d  k n o w n  o f  C h in a , s e e m s  to  c o r r e s p o n d  c lo s e ly  to  t h e  th e o s o -  
p h ica l th e o r y  o f  t h e  Abtolute, a s  i t  i s  t h e  “  P r im o r d ia l  a n d  A b s o lu t e  U n i t y /*  
e x is t in g  ** b e fo r e  t h e  o r ig in a l  s e p a r a t io n  o f  t h e  c h a o t ic  e le m e n t s  o f  U n iv e r s a l ­
i t y / ’ a b s o lu t e ly  fr e e  o f  a l l"  a n t h r o p o m o r p h ic  m a t e r ia l i s a t io n "  b n t  o u t  o f  w h ic h  
e m a n a te  th e  d u a l  p r in c ip le s ,  Yin, n e g a t iv e  o r  fe m a le ,  a n d  Yang, p o s i t iv e  o r  
m ale— w h a t  T h e o s o p h y  c a l l s  P u r u s h a  a n d  P r a k r i t i— e a c h  o f  t h e s e  th r e e  

s e p a r a te ly  b e in g  in c a p a b le  o f  c r e a t i o n ; “  th e  c o - a c t iv i t y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  f o r c e s  
— o r  c a u s e s — is  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  c r e a t io n  to  b e c o m e  p o ss ib le ,* ’ a n d  t h i s  g iv e s  n s  
a lso  th e  th e o s o p h ic a l  id e a  o f  t h e  t h r e e  L o g o i .  M a te r ia l is a t io n  o n ly  b e g a n  w h e n  
tb e Tai-kih w a s  id e n t if ie d  w i t h  H e a v e n ; b u t  e v e n  th e n , t h i s  h e a v e n  i s  o n ly  a  
“ c e le s t ia l  e m a n a t io n ,”  w h ic h  t r a n s la to r s  e r r o n e o u s ly  g a v e  o u t  a s  " c e l e s t ia l  
v ir t u e ” t h u s  s h o w in g  h o w  u n r e l ia b le  a r e  th e  o ld  t r a n s la t io n s  fr o m  t h e  
C h in ese , t r a n s la t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  t r a n s fo r m e d  in t o  “  in s a n it ie s '*  w o r k s  w o r t h y  

14 nob o n ly  o f  o u r  r e s p e c t  b u t  o f  o u r  a d m ir a t io n ."

T h e  s e c o n d  is  th e  b a s is  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  in t r o d u c e d  b y  th e  g r e a t  p r a c t ic a l  
re fo rm er , C o n fu c iu s .  H is  d o c tr in e  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  Hiao, o r  c u l t  o f  t h e  

A n c e s to r s ,  t h e s e  a n c e s t o r s  g o i n g  r ig h t  b a c k  to  t h e  o r ig in  o f  a l l  t h in g s  in  
th e  s h a p e  o f  th e  “ A n c e s t o r  o f  a l l  c r e a tu r e s ,” a  n a m e  th e n  g iv e n  t o  t h e  p r e v io u s  
T a i-k ih  o r  A b s o lu te .  T h is  a g a in  g a v e  b ir th  to  th e  chang-ti w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  

tr a n s la te d  “ G o d  ”  b u t  i s  th e  ‘‘ S u p r e m e  E m p e r o r ,"  fa t h e r  o f  a n d  r n le r  o v e r  
a ll b e in g s ,  g e n iu s e s  a n d  d e m o n s  a s  w e ll  a s  t e r r e s tr ia l  c r e a tu r e s ,  in  t h e  s a m e  
m a n n e r  a s  th e  C h in e s e  E m p e r o r — th e  s o u  o f  H e a v e n — is  th e  fa t h e r  o f  a l l  h i s  
s u b je c ts .  B u t  m o r e o v e r  th e  w o rd  ti e x p r e s s e s  t h e  id e n t if ic a t io n  o r  a b s o r p t io n  

th r o u g h  virtue o f  a  c r e a tu r e  w it h  th e  S u p r e m e  ; a n o t h e r  th e o s o p h ic a l  id e a l .  
T hen  a g a i n  th is  chang-ti w a s  c o n s id e r e d  a s  Tai-yit o r  p r im o r d ia l  C a u s e  o f  

th e  u n iv e r s e  ; a n d , a s  th e  s a m e  n a m e  is  a ls o  a p p lie d  to  a  s t a r  in  th e  D ra g o n *  
tb e  w o r d  m ig h t  p e r h a p s  be e q u iv a le n t  to  o u r  “ C e n tr a l  S u n ."  B u t  t h e r e  j s  

no d o u b t  w h a ts o e v e r  th a t  a l l  t h e s e  e x p r e s s io n s  b e lo n g  t o  a  s y s t e m  o f  d e is m  
m u ch  o ld e r  th a n  e i t h e r  C o n fu c iu s  o r  L a o - ts e ,  a n d  a r e  f o u n d  in  th a t  m y s t e r io u s  
o ld  w o r k , t h e  Yih-king, o r  B o o k  o f  T r a n s f o r m a t io n s ,  s o m e t h in g  a k in  to  t b e  
“ C h a ld e a n  B o o k  o f  N u m b e r s ."  T h e  la s t  d o c tr in e  r e v ie w e d  b y  M . d e R o s n y ,  

th e  Tao-Te-ieing, i s  th e  c a n o n ic a l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  i l lu s t r io u s  p h i lo s o p h e r  a n d  

r e fo r m e r  L a o - ts e ,  o f  w h o m  th e  w r it e r  s p e a k s  in  t h e  m o s t  e u lo g i s t i c a l  t e r m s ,  
w h ile  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  n o t in g  th e  r a th e r  s in g u la r  c o in c id e n c e  o f  t h e  e x is t e n c e ,  
in n e a r ly  th e  s a m e  c e n t u r y ,  o f  s u c h  m e n  a s  P y t h a g o r a s ,  S a k y a m u n i ,  L a o - t s e  
and C o n fu c iu s .  N o w , th e  e x p r e s s io n  T u o , o n  w h ic h  L a o - ts e ’s  s y s t e m  i s  e s s e n ­
t ia l ly  b a s e d , h a s  e x e r c is e d  t h e  in g e n u it y  o f  th e  t r a n s la to r s ,  a n d M .  d e R o s n y ,  
t lt in k s  th a t ,  th o u g h  i t  m a y  m e a n  “ G o d ,” i t  is  in  th e  s e n s e  o f  “ P r im o r d ia l  

R e a so n ,”  th e  th e o s o p h ic a l  B u d d h i  o r  B o d h i,  o r  o f  “ L ig h t ,* ’ t h e  P r im o r d ia l  
L o g o s , f u l ly  s h o w in g  t h e  s a m e  o r ig in a l  id e a  a s  fo u u tl p e r m e a t in g  s o  m a n y  
o th e r  o ld  r e l ig io u s .  M o r e o v e r  th e  Tao i s  d e c id e d ly  “  im m a te r ia l ,  a n d  n n d e f in -  

ab le ,” l ik e  o u r  A b s o lu t e ,  s in c e  L a o - t s e  d i s t in c t ly  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  u G o d  th a t  c a n  

b e d e f in e d  is  n o t  th e  A b s o lu c e  G o d ,” o n ly  a t  t h e  b e s t  w h a t  T h e o s o p h is t s  n o w  

c a ll a  S o la r  o r  P la n e t a r y  L o g o s .  T h e n ,  a g a in ,  a n o t h e r  e x p r e s s io n  is  c o n n e c te d ,  
w ith  t h e  id e a  o f  th e  Too, a n d  t h is ,  Te, w h ic h  m e a n s  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a r a c t e r is t ic  i n  
th e  D iv in i t y ,  t h e  mutability, a s  o p p o s e d  to  th e  immutability o f  t h e  Tao, t h e  
b e c o m in g  c o n tr a s te d  w i t h  th e  F i r s t  C a u s e ;  a n d  t h i s  le a d s  M. d e  B o s n y  v e r y  

j u s t ly  t o  r e m a r k  t h a t  t h i s  s h o w s  t h e  T r in i ta r ia n  iu e a  to  h a v e  e x i s t e d  f r o m  
th e  r e m o t e s t  t im e s  in  C h in a , in  th e  s a m e  w a y  a s  i t  d id  a m o n g  t h e  J a p a n e s e  

S h in - t o i s t s ,  a n d  in  th e  H in d u  T r im u r t i .  B u t  th e  h ig h ,  p u r e , m e ta p h y s ic a l  con *  
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c e p t io n s  o f  L a o - t s e  w e r e  p r o b a b ly  p r e m a tu r e  fo r  th e  r o u g h  p e o p le  t o  w h o m  
h e  g a v e  h i s  t e a c h in g s ,  s o  th a t ,  l ik e  a l l  th e  g r e a t  r e l ig io u s  te a c h e r s  o f  t h e  
w o r ld , h i s  d o c t r in e  a s  n o w  p r a c t ic e d ,  “  i s  b u t  a  g r o s s  m e r c a n t i le  c o u n t e r f e i t  '* 

i n  w h ic h  n o t h in g  i s  l e f t  o f  t h e  p r im it iv e  s u b lim e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  D iv in i t y ,  
“  w h ic h  i s  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  t h e  C r e a to r  o r  s t a r t e r  o f  h is  U n iv e r s e  a n d  t h e  
c o n t in u e r  o f  H i s  w o r k ; ” c o n s t a n t ly  “  c o m p le t in g  H im s e l f  b y  t h e  in d is p e n s a b le  

a d d it io n  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s a l i t y  o f  H i s  c rea tu res .* '

A s  a  w h o le  w e  tn a y  w e ll  th a n k  M . d e R o s n y  fo r  h a v in g  t h u s  s h o w n  o n c e  
m o r e , n o t  o n ly  t h e  id e n t ic a l  b a s is  o f  a l l  r e l ig io n s ,  b u t  a ls o  h o w  p e r f e c t ly  l e g i t i ­
m a t e  a n d  u s e fu l  i t  w a s  f o r  o u r  g r e a t  te a c h e r  H .P .B .  to  s o  o f t e n  r e fe r  t o  t h e  
C h in e s e  c o s m o g o n y ,  in  h e r  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r in e , ’’ a n d  to  ta k e  t h e  id e a s  o f  t h o s e  
s u b l im e  p h ilo s o p h e r s ,  o f  w h o m  M . d e  R o s n y  s p e a k s  w ith  s o  m u c h  r e s p e c t ,  a a  
a u t h o r it ie s  t o  c o n f ir m  a n d  e s t a b l is h  th e  a n t iq u i t y  o f  t h e  s im i la r  t e a c h i n g s  

n o w  r e v iv e d  b y  T h e o s o p h y .
A .  M .

S Y M B O L I S M .

O n e  o f  t h e  f ir s t  b o o k s  t o  b e a r  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  d y i n g  
c e n t u r y ,  w i l l  b e  a  w o r k  is s u e d  b y  G . R e d w a y , L o n d o n , w it h  ih e  t i t l e  o f  
“  S y m b o ls  o f  th e  E a s t  a u d  W e s t ,” b y  t h e  la t e  M r s . M u r r a y  A y n s le y ,  w i t h  a n  
in t r o d u c t io n  b y  t h e  w e ll-k n o w n  O r ie n ta l i s t ,  S i r  G . C . M . B ir d w o o d . I t  

a p p e a r s , f r o m  t h e  c o n t e x t ,  t h a t  th e  a u t h o r  l iv e d  2 1  y e a r s  in  I n d ia ,  w a n d e r ­
i n g  fr o m  e x t r e m e  S o u t h  t o  e x tr e m e  N o r th ,  a n d  a c c u m u la t e d ,  d u r in g  t h a t  
t im e  a n d  t h e  b a la n c e  o f  a  l i f e  s p e n t  p r in c ip a l ly  in  t r a v e l l in g ,  a  v a s t  c o l l e c t io n  
o f  c u r io s  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  in f o r m a t io n  o n  th e  fo lk lo r e ,  t b e  h a b its  a n d  u s a g e s  o f  
t h e  p e o p le  a m o n g  w h o m  s h e  t r a v e l le d .  T h is  c o l le c t io n  w a s  in s t r u m e n t a l  
in  t h e  w r i t in g  o f  s u n d r y  a r t ic le s  p u b l is h e d  b y  M rs . A y u s le y  in  t h e  Indian 
Antiquary, a n d  t h e s e  fo r m  t h e  b a s is  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r k . W h e n  w e  r e a d  i n  
S i r .  G . B ir d w o o d ’s  I n tr o d u c t io n  t b a t  th e  w r it e r  b a d  c o l le c t e d  a t  f ir s t  h a n d  a  
u n iq u e ,  p r a c t ic a l ly  e x h a u s t iv e  a n d  in e x h a u s t ib le ,  s to r e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  o n  t b e  
8v a s t ik a  o f  t h e  B u d d h is t s ,  H in d u s  a n d  M u s l im s ,”  w e  a r e  m a d e  to  r e g r e t  

t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  w a s  n o t  a  m a n , fo r  a  m a n  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  h a v e  b r o u g h t  o u t  
t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s u c h  k n o w le d g e  in  a  m o r e  p r a c t ic a l  a n d  s c ie n t i f i c  m a n n e r .  

As i t  i s ,  M rs . A y n s le y * s  b o o k  fo r m s  a  v e r y  r e a d a b le  c o l le c t io n  o f  f a c t s ,  p r e ­
s e n t e d  in  t h a t  lo o s e , p ic tu r e s q u e  m a n n e r  w h ic h  w e  f in d  s o  o f t e n  in  b o o k s  o f  
t r a v e l  w r i t t e n  b y  la d ie s ,  r a th e r  th a n  in  t h e  e x a c t  d id a c t ic  w a y  n e c e s s a r y  i n  
s c ie n t i f i c  b o o k s  ; s o  th a t ,  w h i le  th e  “  S y m b o l is m  o f  th e  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  *’ m a y  
in t e r e s t  a m a t e u r s ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  a s  u s e f u l  t o  s c ie n t i s t s  a s  t h e  a c c u m u la t e d  
“ t h in g s  a n d  f a c t s ”  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  m a d e  i t .  T h e  w o r k  i s  
b e a u t i f u l ly  i l lu s t r a t e d  a n d  i s  a  c r e d i t  t o  t h c  e d ito r .

S O M E  P R O B L E M S  O P  L I F E .

M r s . B e s a n t  h a s  a d d e d  a n o th e r  b o o k  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  h e r  T h e o s o p h ie  w o r k s .  
I t  i s  e n t i t l e d  “  S o m e  P r o b le m s  o f  L i f e  ”  a n d  c o n ta in s  h e r  r e c e n t  l e c t u r e s  o n  
P r o b le m s  o f  E t h ic s ,  S o c io lo g y  a n d  R e l ig io n ,  a n d  “ S o m e  D if f ic u l t ie s  o f  t h e  
I n n e r  L i f e .”  I t  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a y  th a t  t h i s  i s  a  v a lu a b le  a d d it io n  t o  o u r  
l i t e r a t u r e .  N o t h i n g  c o m in g  fr o m  M r s . B e s a n t ’s  p e n  n e e d s  c o m m e n d a t io n .  
T h e  b o o k  m a y  b e  o b t a in e d  a t  t h i s  o ff ic e  o r  fr o m  t h e  v a r io u s  t h e o s o p h i c a l  

p u b l i s h in g  s o c ie t i e s  b o t h  E a s t  a n d  W e st . P r ic e ,  R e . 1 a s . 8, o r  2 s h i l l in g s .
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is  a v e r y  n s e f u l  c o m p ila t io n  a n d  f u l ly  a b r e a s t  o f  th e  t im e s .  I t  c o n ta in s  & f o i l  
page fo r  e a c h  d a y ’s  r e c o r d , t a b le s  o f  f ix e d  a n d  m o v a b le  f e s t iv a l s  a n d  c e r e ­
m o n ia l d a y s  ( H in d u ,  C h r is t ia n  a n d  M a h o m e d a n ) , G o v e r n m e n t  H o l id a y s ,  
M adras G o v e r n m e n t ,  M a d r a s  T r a d e - L is t ,  P o s t a l ,  T e le g r a p h ic  a n d  S a v in g s  
B ank in f o r m a t io n  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  t h in g s  to o  n u m e r o u s  t o  b o  m e n t io n e d  
here. I n d ia n  r e s id e n t s  c a n  f in d  n o  m o r e  s e r v ic e a b le  D ia r y .

M A G A Z I N E S .

The Theosophical Review fo r  D e c e m b e r  o p e n s  w ith  a  s t r a n g e  “ P a r a b le  o f  

T hree O ld  M e n / ’ b y  L e o  T o ls t o i .  S o m e  in t e r e s t in g  s p ir i t u a l  e x p e r i ­
en ces o f  a n  a n c ie n t  m y s t ic  a r e  g iv e n  b y  M is s  M a r g a r e t  C a r r , in  a n  a r t ic le  
e n tit le d  “  T h e  ‘ F r ie n d  o f  G o d ’ a n d  th e  'M a ste r  in  S c r ip tu r e s .'  *' "  L ik e  a s  t h e  
H ea r t D e s ir e t h  ” is  a  w e ll  t o ld  a n d  in s t r u c t iv e  th e o s o p h ic a l  s to r y ,  b y  M is s
E . M . G r e en . G . R .  S . M e a d  w r ite s ,  in  t h is  is s u e ,  o n  “ T h e  D a t e  a n d  O r ig in  o f  
the E a r l ie s t  G r e e k  T r i s m e g is t ic  L ite r a tu r e .”  D r .  W e l ls  c o n tr ib u te s  a  v a lu a ­
ble p a p er  o n  “T h e  E th ic a l  S i d e o f  T h e o s o p h y ’* w h ic h  m e r it s  a  c a r e f u l  r e a d in g .  
M rs. B e s a n t ’s  t im e ly  a r t ic le  o n  “ T h e o s o p h y  a n d  M o d e r n  T h o u g h t ”  w i l l  b e  

m uch a p p r e c ia te d .  " T h e  Q u a l if ic a t io n s  o f  T h o s e  w h o  D e s ir e  D e liv era n ce ,* *  
is c o n c lu d e d . M r. L e a d b e a te r ’s  c o n t in u e d  p a p e r  o n  " A n c ie n t  P e r n  ”  t r e a t s  
m a in ly  u p o n  a r c h it e c t u r e  a n d  m a n u fa c tu r e s .

Theosophy in Australasia h a s  a n  a r t ic le  b y  D r . M a r q u e s  o n  " S c ie n c e  a n d  

T heosop hy,** w h ic h  c o n ta in s  m a n y  v a lu a b le  t h o u g h t s ; a ls o  o n e  b y  W . G . J o h n  

on “ C a u s e  a n d  E f fe c t— S o w in g  a n d  R e a p in g ,” t h a t  is  s o m e w h a t  in  t h e  p r a c ­
tica l v e in .

T h e  f ir s t  n u m b e r  o f  tb e  New Zealand Theosophical Magazine p r e s e n t s  q u ite  

an a t t r a c t iv e  a p p e a r a n c e  w it h  i t s  i l lu s t r a t e d  c o v e r , o n  w h ic h  s t a n d s  t h e  f a m il ­

iar f ig u r e  o f  Lucifer, th e  " L ig h t - b e a r e r ,’’— n e a r ly  id e n t ic a l  w ith  t h a t  w h ic h  
used to  b e  o n  th e  c o v e r  o f  th e  L o n d o n  T . S .  o r g a n . A m o n g  i t s  c o n tr ib u ­
tors o u r  Theosophist r e a d e r s  w i l l  r c c o g n iz e  fa m il ia r  n a m e s . T h e  m a t te r  o f  

th is  f ir s t  i s s u e  is  g o o d ,  th o n g h  th e  a r t ic le s  a r e  b r ie f .  T h is  la te s t -b o r n  o f  t h e  T .&  
m a g a z in e s  b e a r s  w itn e s s  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  t h e  N e w  Z e a la n d  T h e o s o p h is t s  a r e  
w id e a w a k e  a n d  b e n t  o n  d o in g  p r a c t ic a l  w o r k .

TJteosophia, A m s te r d a m , D e c e m b e r  1 8 9 9 :  T h e  tr a n s la t io n s  o f  " A  L a n d  o f  

M y ste r y ,”  b y  H .P .B . ,  " E s o t e r ic  B u d d h is m * ’ a n d  “ O u r  R e la t io n s  t o  C h ild ren ,'*  

are c o n t in u e d .  T h e r e  a r e  a ls o  a n  e s s a y  o n  " I n d ia  ”  w h ic h  w a s  r e a d  b e fo r e  t h e  
A m s te rd a m  L o d g e  b y  J .  W . B o is s e v a in ,  a  t r a n s la t io n  o f  S i r  E d w in  A r n o ld ’s  

44 F rom  W o r m  t o  P r in c e ,”  a  f u r t h e r  in s t a lm e n t  o f  " T a o  T e  K in g ,"  a n d  
“ G o ld en  T h o u g h ts  fo r  e v e r y  d a y  in  t h e  Y e a r . ’* *

Philadelphia, B u e n o s  A ir e s .  A m o n g  th e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  N o v e m b e r  

n u m b er a r e  t r a n s la t io n s  o f  *‘ S p ir i t u a l i t y ,” b y  M rs . B e s a n t ,  “  S c ie n t i f ic  C o r r o b ­
o r a tio n s  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,” b y  D r . A .  M a r q u e s  a n d  ' O f  t h e  P r o c e s s u s  o f  t h e  
U n iv e r sa l M a n ife s ta t io n ,* '  b y  M r. C h a tt e r j i .  A  p a r a g r a p h  o n  t b e  p o s s ib le  v i s i t  
o f C ol. O lc o t t  t o  S o u th  A m e r ic a ,  d u r in g  h is  c o m in g  t o u r ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  s u c h  
w ould  b e  o f  g r e a t  b e n e f it  to  th e  S o c io ty  in  S o u t h  A m e r ic a .

Sophia, M a d r id , D e c e m b e r  1 8 9 9 :  “  C la ir v o y a n c e ,’' b y  C . W . L e a d b e a te r ,  
con e lu d e d  : “  P r e -c b r is t ia n  S c ie n c e  ” ; " T h e  P la c e  o f  P o l i t i c s  in  th e  L  if e  o f  a  
N a tio n ,"  M rs . B e s a n t ; “ T h e  L u n a r  P i t r i s ,” S in n e t t  a n d  S c o t t - E l l i o t ; •' S u g ­
g e s t iv e  T h o u g h t s  o f  N o t a b le  M e n  ” ; Q u e s t io n s  a n d  A n s w e r s .



Revue'Theosojihique, D e c e m b e r  : I n  t h i s  n u m b e r  th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  M rs. 
B e s a n t ’s  “  R e in c a r n a t io n  ” i s  c o n c lu d e d  a n d  a ls o  t h a t  o f  “ T h e  L u n a r  P i t r i s / ’ 
b y  A .  P . S in n e t t  a n d  W . S c o t t  E ll io t .  T h e n  fo l lo w s  a n  a r t ic le  o n  “ I l lu s io n ,”  
b y  A .  D u q u e s n e ,  th e  fin a l in s t a lm e n t  o f  *’ F a i t h ,  D o u b t  a n d  C e r t a in t y ,” l>y 
D r .  P a s c a l ,  “  I n c id e n t s  in  th e  L i f e  o f  C o u n t  S t .  G e r m a n ,"  b y  M r s . C o o p er -  
O a k le y !  “  T h e  L i g h t  o f  A s ia "  (r e v ie w ) ,  E c h o e s  o f  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l m o v e m e n t ,  
R e v ie w s  a n d  s o m e  fu r t h e r  p a g e s  o f  th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  “  T h e  S e c r e t  D o c tr in e * ”

Teosofia, H o m e . I n  t h e  D e c e m b e r  n u m b e r  a r e  c o n t in u e d  t h e  t r a n s la t io n s  

o f  a r t ic le s  b y  M rs. B e s a n t ,  C. W . L e a d b e a te r  a n d  D r . T h . P a s c a l .  T h e r e  is  a  

s h o r t  o r ig in a l  a r t ic le  b y  S ig n o r  C a lv a r i,  a n d  “ Q u e s t io n s  a n d  A n s w e r s "  a n d  
n o t ic e s  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  a c t iv i t i e s  f ill t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  th e  p a g e s .

The Arya Bala Bodhini c o m m e n c e s  i t s  s ix th  v o lu m e  w ith  th e  J a n u a r y  

n u m b e r . T h e  s e v e n t h  in s t a lm e n t  o f  M iss  E d g e r ’s  R e l ig io u s  T a lk s  w ith  B in d u  
B o y s / ’ w h ic b ' t h i s  i s s u e  c o n ta in s ,  is  w o r th  th e  p r ic e  o f  a  y e a r 's  s u b s c r ip t io n .  
“ T h e  S to r y  o f  A n a r a n y a ,"  “ T h e  N a v a r a t r i : i t s  T r a d it io n a l  O r i g i n / ’ a n d  
o t h e r  -a r tic le s^ fo llo w .

The Indian Review f o r  J a n u a r y  m a k e s  i t s  f ir s t  a p p e a r a n c e  a s  a  c a n d id a t e  
f o r  p o p u la r  fa v o r .  I t s  c o n te n t*  e m b r a c e  a r t ic le s  o n  P o l i t i c s ,  W a r , U n iv e r s i t y  
L if e ,  a  M e tr ic a l  V e r s io n  o f  th e  R & m u yana, th e  n e w  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  R e s e a r c h ,  

t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  L a n d  T e n u r e *  in  th e  P a n ja b ,  p o e m s , b o o k  n o t ic e s  a n d  
r e v ie w s  o f  c u r r e n t  l i t e r a tu r e -  W e  w is h  i t  e v e r y  s u c c e s s .

T h e  Brahmacharin i s  a  n e w  m o n th ly  m a g a z in e  p u b lis h e d  a t  J e s s o r e  a n d  
c o n d u c t e d  b y  J a d u n a t h  M o z o o m d a r , m.a,., b . l . ,  E d it o r  o f  t h e  Hindu Patrika. 
I t  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  “  H in d u  S o c ia l ,  R e l ig io u s  a u d  m o r a l r e fo r m s ,"  is  e le v a t e d  iu  
t o n e  a n d  c a n  n o t  f a i l  t o  p r o d u c e  a  b e n e f ic ia l  in f lu e n c e  u p o n  i t s  r e a d e r s .  M a y  

a c c e s s  a t t e n d  i t .

A c k n o w le d g e d  w i t h  t h a n k s :—The Ydhan, Light, Metaphysical Magazine, 
Mind, Harbinger of Lightt Banner of Light, New Century, Brahmavadin, Im­
mortality, Maha-Bodhi Journal, Sphinx, Journal of the Buddhist Text and 
Anthropological Society, Theosophie Gleaner, Lamp, Prabuddha Bharata, The 
Dawn, TeosofUk Tidskrift, Tlie Theosophie Messenger, The Phrenological Jour* 
nal a n d  The Buddhist»

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.
“  T h o u g h t s ,  l i k e  t h e  p o l l e n  o f  f l o w e r s ,  l e a v e  o n e  b r a i n  a n d  f a s t e n  t o  a n o t h e r . ”

Editor of Theosophist:—During the pleasurable 
D r. Marques time it has been my privilege to spend at the delight- 

on the Auras, ful Head-quarters of the T. S. at Adyar, I have been 
honored with interviews by a number of earnest 

members of the Indian Section, who came to enquire into the sub­
ject of the “ Auras/' thus showing the enlightened interest that is 
taken by Hindus in that fascinating subject. As the enquiries have 
been more especially to the point of how the study of the Auras 
could be made to serve the great art of healing, I think it may prove 
useful to publish a succinct answer to these enquiries.

There is no doubt in my mind that, eventually, it will be possi­
ble to treat all human diseases with higher forces and without having 
to use any drugs at all; the Hindu wisdom expresses this very cor­
rectly when it postulates that every disease is only a disturbance of 
the tatwic currents, and can be cured by restoring the harmony in 
the tatwas. Yet, so long as the present material conditions, which



rule our physical lives and produce the material disturbances of our  
health, continue, it w ill be necessary to meet physical sickness by  
physical rem edies; the only possible immediate progress be ing to 
m ake the remedies less material and more homoeopathic to the 
disease.

N ow  this can, I  think, be done on lines somewhat sim ilar to 
the new, but still imperfect, art of Chrom opathy,— through the study  
o f  the Auras, whereby the great principle of Homoeopathy, “ «>/«- 
lia similibus,” w ill be elevated to a somewhat h igher plane, vie.% by  
b r in g in g  the selection of the drugs best suitable to help each d is­
ease according to the closest resemblance to be found between the 
characteristic aura o f the remedy and the characteristic s ign s o f 
disease found in the aura of the patient. Bu t this constitutes in  
reality a new science that does not now exist, but that has to be 
b u ilt  up by paitent, slow, careful observations.

Therefore all the students who, being naturally fitted for such  
researches, m ay feel w illin g  to devote themselves to such work, can 
be o f help to humanity, by special observations which can be 
broad ly divided into two great c lasses: ist, the study o f the changes 
brough t about by diseases in the auras of patients, and of the sigus, 
figu res and colors characteristic of each disease ; 2nd, the study o f 
the characteristic figures and colors existing in  the auras of the 
variou s m edicinal drugs. W hen  sufficient researches shall have esta- 
lished  a sufficient basis in both these lines, then w ill come the fur­
ther c lin ical work of testing the action o f drugs chosen homoeo- 
pathically, according to the closest identity found, both in colors 
and  figures, between their auras and those o f diseases. T h u s  it can  
already be announced that researches o f this k ind  have already proven  
the correct selection o f some of the drugs used in homoeopathy ; 
for instance, the specific aural s ign s and colors of Syp h ilis  are 
exactly  sim ilar to the aural s ign s and colors of the most favourite  
remedies used against that disease, via., Mercury, Iod ide of Potas­
sium , and N itr ic  Acid, while po in tin g to other substances not yet 
used.

H ere  is a splendid field o f research for all who m ay feel d is­
posed to study ou those l in e s ; and I  understand that am ong the in ­
te lligent sons of India, who are more readily fitted for such work, 
by  their natural psychic powers, m any devoted and ready workers 
already exist. And, as several have expressed the desire o f keeping  
in  touch with me on the matter, I  w ish to say here that, in the very  
lim ited  measure of m y capacity, I  shall be happy to correspond w ith  
an d  help such as m ight meet with any prelim inary difficulties. In  
the same m anner I  would be delighted to be informed of such  
resu lts as m ay be obtained, before the publication of the second 
edition o f m y study on the H u m an  Aura, w hich is now in  prepara­
tion.

A . M a r q u e s .

•  #

SupposingTha les to be right, that creation sprang  
Water as a out of water, then water would be the element o f  

Symbol. elements. I t  is remarkable that in  all ages water 
seems to have partaken o f a sacred character. E ve n  

in  the N ew  W o rld  the Span iards found the Peruvians ho ld ing the 
Ocean for a God, w hich they called Mamma Cocha [Hoffmann]* 
an d  they also attributed divine honours to rivers and fountains. In  
th is they quite accorded with the Greeks, who reckoned rivers to 
be sacred, aud eternal in their perennial flood. The  Persians though



their chief worship was o f fire, worshipped water also in  hydrolatry. 
T h e y  are said to have abstained from even w ashing the face in the 
liv in g  water of a fountain. The  movement of runn ing  or bubb ling  
water, like the motion o f the sun, being emblematical of life, was no  
doubt the first reason o f the attribution of d ivin ity to both. T h e  
splendour o f the sun, and the vast m agnitude o f the sea would be 
the second incentive in the attribution of holiness. I t  has been in ­
geniously suggested that pagus a village, is from the Greek word for  
fountain, because tanks were always struck in the neighbourhood o f  
a well or spring, then cottages were built, and so the village grew. 
T h e  woman of Sam aria came to draw at Jacob’s well, and it was 
thus Christ spoke o f the liv in g  water that quenched thirst forever; 
and there first he discoursed to his disciples of h is k ingdom  and o f  
heaven. B u t in  the third Chapter of John he speaks of being bo ra  
o f water; and baptism  in the laver of regeneration is neither 
Hebrew  nor Christian exclusively ; all the ancients regarded it as a  
sym bol o f purification and new birth or, as the Greeks called it, 
palingenesis. Even  when the cloven tongues descended, no new  
term was sought for, but it was called the baptism o f fire. T h is  
water history is  most curious and runs down to our own day, repeat­
in g  the word of fountain, fons, or font in every Baptistry, w ith  
its concomitant o f holy water. In  the Basilica of Constantine they  
took pains to feed the font from a quill of running water. T he  font 
of Castaly at Delphi, the central Om phalos of Greece, inspired the  
Pythoness with her prophetic fervour. I t  is easy to say that a ll  
th is interwoven web, so delightful to the hum an m ind to weave iu  
all ages through unbroken time, is but a superstition, and a demonia­
cal net to catch fools in. But to me there is som ething beautiful 
and elementary in these strange tales, and sym bols archaeologic, 
about the measureless sea and the little well-springs and water-eyes 
o f the earth. W ater is  an element in  thought, though chemis­
try denies its being an element in physics. “ W ater is best ” says  
Pindar— let me add, "  let alone.” O ur civilisation accustoms us to  
pipe-water from reservoirs that are stagnant and lifeless, it would  
even trundle W indermere to London, through new river-pipes for  
bath and washerwomen— this is progress.

C. A . W .

The President’s experiment in  educating the 
The Oleott Panchama children seems like ly  to turn out a strik-

Free School, in g  success, as the result of the recent Governm ent
Inspection o f the Olcott Free School clearly shows. 

T h e  Madras Mail says :—
T h e  G o v ern m en t In sp e c tio n  of th e  O lco tt F re e  School (P a r ia h )  y e s te r­

d a y  re su lte d  in  a  p ass  of 95 p e r  cen t., an  av era g e  th a t  i t  w ill be h a rd  to  bea t, 
in  cas te  a n d  E u ro p ean  Schools. In  S ta n d a rd s  I .  I I .  a n d  I I I .  th e re  w as n o t a  
failure* T h e  In sp e c to r  w as p leased  w ith  th e  m an ag em en t of th e  school a n d  
th e  im p ro v em en t of th e  p up ils . H e  has a lso  recom m ended  o th e r  P a r ia h  
schools to  a d o p t th e  p lan  in  u se  h e re , of te a ch in g  th e  p u p ils  how to  cook. I t  
is  a lso  in te re s tin g  to  le a rn  th a t  a ll  th e  Henior boys w ho h ave  been p a ss in g  o u t  
o f th e  school since  i ts  fo u n d a tio n  in  1895 h ave  secu red  good places. M u ch  
o f  tb e  c re d it  fo r th e  In sp ec tio n  re su lts  of y e s te rd a y  a re  d ue  to  th e  ex p erien ced  
su p e rv is io n  of M iss P a lm e r, b .a ., s .  sc., th e  S u p e r in te n d e n t  of P a n c h am a  
S c h o o ls ; b u t  th e  d isc re tio n  a n d  zeal o f M r. K rish n asw am y , th e  H e ad  T each e r, 
h a v e  been m o st com m endable.

The  examination results o f the “ O lcott ” Free School, Adyar, 
for the year 1899-1900 are here given :—

63 were found “ eligible ” for examination.



O u t o f five, a ll passed  th e  4 th  s ta n d a rd . O a t  of 8 fo r th e  3 rd  s ta n d a rd  
a ll  passed , th re e  g a in in g  “ m e r i t " ; a n d  fo r th e  2nd  s ta n d a rd , o u t  of 7 a ll 
p a sse d  w ith  “ m erit. ”

F o r  th e  1 s t  s ta n d a rd  18 w ere  p resen ted , 15 p u p ils  p a ssed , 11 g a in in g  
** m e r i t / ' O a t  of 25 fo r th e  I n f a n t  s ta n d a rd  23 passed , 16 g a in in g  “ m e r i t  ’’ 
m a rk s .

T h e  p re sen t s tre n g th  of th e  school is 9 0 —se v e n ty -e ig h t boys a n d  tw e lv e  
f?irls.

T he  foregoing results are most striking, and speak volumes in  
favor o f the movement for educating this down-troaden race, which  
has been so well started. A s  stated by Dr. Barrow, in  one of h is  
letters com m ending the methods o f instruction imparted in  th is 
s c h o o l: “ Probably it is the only Pancham a school in the Presidency 
that enjoys the advantage o f h av in g  a lady like M is s  Palm er to  
lo o k  after it.’*

The  follow ing letter from Dr. C. M . Barrow, Principal, V ictoria  
College, Palghat, speaks for itse lf:—

M adras, 10th January, 1900.
D e a r  C o l . O lcott,—

I  en jo y ed  m y  v is i t  to  yon, y e s te rd a y  m o rn in g , v e ry  m nch , I  w as 
e sp ec ia lly  in te re s te d  in  y o u r  tw o  lib ra rie s  a n d  in th e  “ O lco tt F re e  S c h o o ly  
f o r  P an ch am as. T h is  school p ro d u ced  a  v e ry  good  im p ress io n  on m e. I t  is  
v e r y  fo r tu n a te  in  h a v in g  a  lad y  lik e  M iss P a lm e r  to  dev o te  so  m u ch  lo v in g  
a n d  sk illed  a tte n tio n  to  it. T h e re  a re , I  sh o u ld  im ag in e , v e ry  few  schools 
( i f  an y ) of th is  p a r tic u la r  c lass th a t  a re  so fo r tu n a te  a s  y o u r  •* F re e  School n 
in  th e  m a tte r  of b e in g  well looked a f te r . I exam ined  th e  c h ild ren  in B e a d ­
in g ,  D ic ta tio n , a n d  A rith m e tic , an d  th e ir  w ork  w as eq u al to  th a t  of th e  b e s t  
P r im a r y  Schools w ith  w hich I  am  a cq u a in ted . T be  c h ild ren  looked b r ig h t  
a n d  in te llig e n t a n d  1  h a r e  l i t t le  d o u b t th a t  th e  good  seed b e in g  so  lib e ra lly  
■own b y  you  a n d  y o u r  h e lp e rs  w ill in  fu tu re  y e a rs  p ro d u ce  a n  a b u n d a n t  
h a rv e s t .

T he n a tiv e  H e a d  M a ste r  s tru c k  m e as a  m an  w ell q u a lified  fo r  th e  
p o s it io n  be  ho lds, a n d  th e  re su l ts  p ro d u c ed  re flec t g re a t  c re d it  on h im .

Since the world failed to come to an end at the 
Another conjunction of the four planets, astrological predic-

Astrological tions have been at rather a discount, but still for the
forecast. sake o f g iv in g  the latest prophet a fair chance, we

place on record the letter he wrote the Indian 
Mirror:—

S ir,-—T o m e i t  a p p e a rs  th a t  a cc o rd in g  to  th e  H in d n  A s tro lo g y , th e  p re ­
s e n t  co n ju n c tio n  of th e  p lan e ts  in  th e ir  v a rio u s  a sp e c ts  w ill g ra d u a lly  ten d  to  
d isp e rse  th e  d ism al c loud  th a t  h a s  b u t  tem p o ra r ily  concealed  th e  su n sh in e  o f 
B r i t i s h  su p re m ac y  in  S o u th  A frica . T w o of th e  g re a te s t  G en era ls  o f th e  B r i­
t is h  A rm y  will by th e ir  ad m irab le  s tra te g ic a l  sk ill successfu lly  c h an g e  th e  
t id e  of th is  g re a t  w ar, a n d  acq u ire  w orld -w ide  fam e  an d  c e leb rity . T h e  B oers 
w il l  be  h eav ily  rep u lsed  by  th em  in  tw o g re a t  b a tt le s  by  th e  side  o f a  r iv e n  
T h e  s tro n g e s t  fo r ts  a n d  po sitio n s of th e  enem y w ill he e v a c u a te d ; m an y  
B o e rs  w ill be m ad e  cap tiv es , a n d  m an y  w ill be k illed . U t te r ly  ro u ted , th e y  
w ill  be  fo rced  to  s u r r e n d e r  a n d  th ro w  th em se lv es e n tire ly  a t  th e  m ercy  of th e  
B r i t is h .  P re s id e n t  K r u g e r  w ill su e  fo r  peace, an d  th e  B r i tish  w ill a ccep t th e  
te r m s  w ith  m o d ifications. T h is  g re a t  w a r  is lik e ly  to  c o n tin u e  u p  to  th e  
m id d le  of F e b ru a ry  n ex t, a n d  d u r in g  th a t  pe rio d , th re e  g re a t  b a ttle s  w ill b e  
fo u g h t,  viz., one be tw een  tb e  1 5 th  a n d  1 8 th  J a n u a ry ,  a n o th e r  be tw een  2 4 th  
a n d  2 6 th  J a n u a ry ,  a n d  th e  th i r d  b e tw een  th e  5 th  a n d  8th  F e b ru a ry  n e x t, in  
a l l  o f w h ich  th e  B oers w ill be s ig n a lly  d e fea ted . T h e  w o rld  w ill a d m ire  tb e  
B r i t is h  m a g n a n im ity  in  th e  e n d  o f th is  w a r,

Y o u rs , &c.,
A m bica  C h a k a x  J y q tir a tn a , Atirologer.



Tertullian is said to have held that ‘ what is no t  
Body and body is nothing.’ Cicero in  his Tuscu lan Q uestions  
no body. notes, that it is of no small consequence in what body  

m inds are located. There  are bodies that sharpen  
the faculties, and there are more bodies that blunt them. I t  is  
clear from this that Tertullian is far too absolute here, and that 
there is som ething that is ?iot body. That som ething being m ore  
im portant than body, though it m ay be restricted or helped by body. 
Yet at best the body is servant, and the servant is not above h is  
master. Herodian rem arks somewhere that the Illy r ian s were 
bu lky  o f body and du ll of wit. T h is  im plies that som ething that is  
not body is not only not nothing, hut that without it a body h ow ­
ever bu lky  counts for next to nothing. Body we recognise b y  the  
senses. Bu t the senses convey to us our im pressions on ly and no  
knowledge o f the th ings themselves, therefore Tertullian knew  
noth ing o f body itself, so if  what is not body to Tertullian be nothing, 
Tertullian’s m ind  m ust be a clean blank, a tabula rasa of all k n o w ­
ledge whatsoever. Tertullian can only have, like you and me, h is  
sensory impressions and when he attends to them they are  
his thoughts about the external things, not the th ings themselves. 
Th e  spirit is far nearer to a thought than to a thing. So  a m an ’s  
thought is far nearer to h im  as an entity, than anyth ing that he 
calls a body can be. T h is  axiom  is, as D r  B u tte rs  defined a vacuum 
— ‘ A  vacuum, is a place full of emptiness.’ A u d  though Tertu llian  
be a father o f the Church h is head had noth ing in it when he devised  
this aphorism, beyond the time of T rincu lo ’s * catch, played by the  
picture of nobody.*

C. A . W .

From  a letter in the Indian Mirror, which seem s 
Maya. to indicate the possession of a remarkable power o f 

glam our by the woman referred to, we clip the fol­
low ing description o f a street scene in Calcutta : —

“ A  wom an, ag ed  a b o u t 30, an d  of sw arth y  a ppenrauce , w as s u r ro u n d e d  by  
a  la rg e  concourse  o f people. S h e  wan, ab th a t  tim e, sc ream in g  cluti-clmi, a m o n g  
th e  assem bled  m en. Soon a f te r  m y a r riv a l on th e  scene of o ccu rren ce , tb® 
wom an began  to  th ro w  h a n d fu ls  of d u s t, tak e n  from  th e  s tre e t,  o u t  of w h ic h  
aeveral pieces o t co p p er fell on th e  g ro u n d . T h en  th e  people began to  s tru g *  
g lo  w ith  one a n o th e r  iu  th e  a tte m p t  of p ick in g  up th o se  copper p ieces. I n  
m y  p resence, th e  w otnau rep ea te d ly  d id  th e  sam e, an d  chose people s t ru g g le d  
m ore  a u d  m ore. O uce she ch an g ed  a  piece of s ilv e r coin from  a  m an  w ho 
w as s ta n d in g  hy her. T hen  th e  m an took tho  s ilv e r coin nnd  k e p t i t  in  a 
w a te r pot, b u t a  few m in u te s  n fte r, he  found  th e  th in g  hud m ira cu lo u s ly  
vun ished . E v e ry  one p re se n t becam e g re a rly  a s to n ish ed  a t  th is . A f te r  th is  
th e  w om an inxde h e r way to w ard s  Bow Baz>iar, w ith an  increased  n u m b e r  of 
m en fo llow ing her. I  too, follow ed her. W hen she g o t j u s t  in f ro n t  o f th e  
r lo th 's h o p  of S reo n a th  Dey, of Bow B’izaur, a  g en tlem an  b e lo n g in g  to  th a t  
sh o p  cam e o u t a n d  ask ed  fo r a  pice. T h e  w om an w ith o u t m ak in g  a n y  d e lay  
took  a  tm ndfid  of d u s t  from  th e  s tre e t  a n d  gave  it  to  th a t  g e n tlem an . H e 
fo u n d  a  pice in  the  m id s t of th e  d u s t ,  Hnd show ed i t  to  th e  people  assem bled  
th e re  to  th e ir  g re a t  a s to n ish m e n t. T he  w d f u a n ’s  t r ic k  seem ed to  11s som e­
th in g  lik e  a  ju g g le r ’s tr ic k . S h e  a t  la s t  m ade h e r  w ay to w a rd s  L a l Bazaar 
fo llow ed  by a la rg e  n u m b er of m en .’’


