
T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

U R  f r i e n d s  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c o r d i a l  r e c e p t i o n  a t  B o m b a y

a n d ,  l i k e  a l l  s t r a n g e r s ,  s t r u c k  w i t h  t h e  p i c t u r e s q n e n e s s  o f  t h e  

e i t y  a n d  i t s  s w a r m i n g  a n d  m o t l e y  i n h a b i t a n t s .  O n r  B r a n c h  m e m b e r s  d i d  

— a s  t h e y  i n v a r i a b l y  d o — a l l  t h a t  l i e s  w i t h  in  t h e i r  p o w e r  t o  m a k e  n e w -  

c o m in g  c o l l e a g u e s  f e e l  w e lc o m e .  I t  i s  in  s o m e  r e s p e c t s  a  m o d e l  B r a n c h )  

h a v in g  h a d  t h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e  t o  p o s s e s s  e n e r g e t i c ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  d e v o t e d  

o ff ic e r s  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  W h e n  I  l o o k  a t  t h i s  g r o u p ,  i t  s e e m s  

s t r a n g e  t o  m e ,  t h a t  s o  l o n g  a s  o u r  T .  S .  H e a d q u a r t e r s  r e m a in e d  t h e r e  t h e  

B r a u c h  w a s  a l m o s t  i n e r t ,  I m a d e  f r c q u e u t  d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n f u s e  

l i f e  i n t o  i t  b u t  w i t h o u t  e n c o u r a g i n g  s u c c e s s .  P e r h a p s  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  

t h e  m e m b e r s  f e l t  t h a t  w i t h i n  a r m 's  l e n g t h  o f  t h e m  w e r e  t h e  F o u n d e r s ,  

a n d  t h a t  a t  a n y  t i m e  a  h a l f  h o u r ’s  s t r o l l  w o u ld  t a k e  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  H .  P .  B . ,  w h o s e  a v e r a g e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w a s  m o r e  i n s t r u c t i v e  

a n d  s t . i m u l j i t iv e  o f  t h o u g h t  t h a n  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  d u l l  m e e t i n g s ,  a t  w h i c h  

n o  o n e  p e r s o n  c o u ld  c la im  to  b e  m u c h  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  in  k n o w l e d g e  t h a n  

th e  o t h e r s .  B u t  w h e n  w e  Rh i f  te d  t o  A d y a r  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

th e  B r a n c h ' s  a c t i v i t y  w n s  d e f i n i t i v e l y  t h r o w n  u p o n  T o o k a r a m  T a t y a ,  

R u s t o m j i  A . M a s t e r ,  a n d  t w o  o r  t h r e e  m o r e , t h e  l a t e n t  l i f e  in  t h e  B r a n c h  

s a d d e n l y  R h o w e d  i t s e l f .  W e  l e f t  t h e  g r o u p  in  188*2 w i t h  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  

H in d u  m e m b e r s ,  w h e r e a s  n o w ,  a n d  f o r  s o m e  t im e  p a s t ,  t h e y  h a v e  k e p t  

a w a y  a n d  t h e  B r a n c h  i s  p r e p o u d e r a t i n g l y  P a r s i .  Y e t  t h e  s e l f - s a m e  

s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  p u r s u e d ,  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  t h e o s o p h i c a l  i d e a s  b e e n  t a u g h t  

a n d  a c c e p t e d ,  u n t i l  n o w  t h e r e  c a n n o t  b e  f o u n d ,  t h e  w o r ld  o v e r ,  a  m o r e  

t h o r o u g h ly  t h e o s o p h i c a l  g r o u p  t h a n  t h e  B o m b a y  T .  S .

A l l  t h e  p a r t y  s a v e  m y s e l f  w e n t  t o  E l e p h a n t a  t o  s e e  t h e  c a v e s ,  

a n d  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  s e e  t h e  o t h e r  B o m b a y  s i g h t s .  O n  t h e  1 2 t h  N o v e m ­

b e r  w e  h a d  a  p u b l i c  r e c e p t i o n ,  M r . K .  M . S h r o f f  p r e s i d i n g ,  a n d  o u r  w e l ­

* Three volumes, in series of th ir ty  chapters, tracing  the history of the  
Theosophical Society from its beginnings a t  New York, have appeared in the  Theoso- 
phisf, and the  first volume is available in book form, Price, cloth, Rs* 3-8-0 or 
paper, Rs- 2-3-0.
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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.
[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.~\

OLD DIARY LEAVES. *  

F o u r t h  S e r i e s ,  C h a p te r  V .



c o m e  w a n  w a r m  e n o u g h  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  p n b l i c  w e r e  a s  r e a d y  a s  e v e r  

t o  s e e  n s  b a c k  a n d  h e a r  n s  s p e a k .  M essrfe . J o h n s t o n  a n d  H a r t e  m a d e  

a d d r e s s e s  a n d  I  l e c t u r e d  o n  “  T h o u g h t - r e a d i n g , ”  T h e  n e x t  d a y  w e  l e f t  

f o r  M a d r a s  ; o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  a t  P o o n a  a n d  G o o t y  m e e t i n g  u s  a t  t h e i r  

B t a t io n s  a n d  b r i n g i n g  f lo w e r s ,  f r u i t s  a n d  d e l i c i o u s  f r e s h  m i l k .  A d y a r  

w a s  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  1 5 t h ,  a n d  t h e  n e w - c o m e r s  s h o w e d  g r e a t  d e l i g h t  w i t h  

t h e  h o u s e  a n d  g r o u n d s : m o r e  e s p e c ia l ) } ’, e v e n ,  w i t h  t h e  h o m e l i k e  f e e l i n g  

o f  t h e  p la c e  ; f o r  I  h a v e  e v e r  t r i e d  t o  g i v e  v i s i t i n g  m e m b e r s  t h e  i m p r e s ­

s io n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  m y  g u e s t s ,  n o r  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s ,  n o r  a n y b o d y ’s ,  b a t  

j u s t c o - p r o p r i e t e r s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  c o m i n g  t o  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e .  H .  P .  B .  

a n d  I  a l w a y s  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  p o l i c y  a n d  I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  k e e p  i t  u p .

T h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  m e t  a s  u s u a l ,  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S n n d a y ,  a n d  

p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  t h o r o u g h l y  a p p r o v i n g  o f  m y  d o i n g s  in  E u r o p e .  

T r a n q u i l  d a y s  o f  w o r k  a n d  p l e a s a n t  c o n v e r s a t io n  f o l l o w e d ,  b a t  b e f o r e  

l o n g  1 b e g a n  t o  s e e  s i g n s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t  s p r e a d i n g  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  a m o n g  

c e r t a i n  f e w  B r a n c h e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  u n d e r h a n d  s c h e m i n g s  b y  o n e  o r  

t w o  m a l c o n t e n t s ,  w h o  w e r e  u n f r i e n d l y  t o  H .  P .  B .  T h i s  p a s s e d  

o f f  in  t i m e ,  a l t h o u g h  a  d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  a t  t h a t  y e a r * s  

C o n v e n t i o n  t o  m a k e  t r o u b le  f o r  m e .  T h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h  s e n t  m o ,  

o n  N o v e m b e r  3 0 t h ,  a  r e s o l u t i o n  r e c o m m e n d in g  th a t .  T .  S u b b a  

B o w ,  w h o  h a d  r e s i g n e d ,  b e  a s k e d  t o  c o m e  b a c k  t o  u s ,  b u t  I  

h a v e  p o s i t i v e l y  r e f u s e d  t o  lo w e r  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s  d i g n i t y  i n  a n y  s i m i l a r  

c a s e ,  h o w e v e r  i n f lu e n t i a l  m i g h t  b e  t h e  s e c e d e r .  M y  c o n v i c t i o n  h a v i n g  

a l w a y s  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e  w e  s t o o d  f o r  i s  s o  i n f i n i t e l y  g r e a t e r  

a n d  m o r e  m a j e s t i c  t h a n  a n y  m a n  o r  w o m a n  e n g a g e d  in  t b e  T .  S .  

w o r k ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a  l o w e r i n g  o f  m y  s e l f - r e s p e c t  t o  b e g  a n y ­

b o d y  t o  s t a n d  b y  u s  a g a i n s t  h i s  in c l i n a t i o n s .  T o  m y  a p p r e h e n s io n ,  a  

r o a n  c o u ld  n o t  e n j o y  a  h i g h e r  h o n o r  t h a n  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  h e l p  t h e  

T e a c h e r s  i n  t h e i r  b e n e v o le n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  u p l i f t i n g  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

h u m a n i t y .

O n  t h e  3 r d  D e c e m b e r ,  M r . N o g u c h i ,  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  C o m ­

m i t t e e  o f  p a t r i o t i c  J a p a n e s e  w h o  h a d  s e n t  m e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  

c o u u t r y  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  B u d d h i s m ,  a r r i v e d .  O n  t h e  1 8 ih ,  1 s e r v e d ,  

a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  M a d r a s  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  a  J u d g e  a t  a  p u b l i c  tr iw l o f  

p l o u g h s  a t  t h e  S a i d a p e t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e  F a r m ,  t h u s  a f t e r  t h i r t y  

y e a r s  r e s u m i n g  m y  p r a c t ic a l  i n t e r e s t  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  q u e s t io n s .  H . E .  t h e  

G o v e r n o r  o f  M a d r a s ,  t h e  E a r l  o f  J e r s e y  a n d  o t h e r  im p o r t a n t  p e r s o n a g e s ,  

w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  

a w a r d s .  T h e  E a r l  a n d  C o u n t e s s  o r  J e r s e y  c a m e  o n e  d a y  a n d  s a w  t h e  

L ib r a r y  a n d  t o o k  t e a  w i t h  u s ,  a  h o s p i t a l i t y  w h i c h  t h e y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

r e t u r n e d  t o  r o e , b o t h  in  E n g l a n d  a n d  a t  S y d n e y ,  w h e r e  L o r d  J e r s e y  w a s  

G o v e r n o r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  m y  v i s i t .

A t  a  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  m o n t h ,  a  r e s o lu t io n  w a s  u n a n i ­

m o u s l y  p a s s e d  t o  c o n v e r t  i t s e l f  in t o  a n  A d v i s o r y  b o d y  a n d  r e s t o r e  t o  m e  

t h e  f u l l  e x e c u t i v e  p o w e r s  w h ic h ,  i n  1 8 8 5 ,  I  h a d  c o n s e n t e d  t o  h a v e  

c u r t a i l e d ,  t o  s a t i s f y  s o m e  w h o  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r  t o  h a v e



s e v e r a l  b o s s e s  i n s t e a d  o f  o n e .  T h e  t h i n g  d id  n o t  w o r k  w e l l  e n o u g h  i o  

e o n t i u u e  ifc, a n d  a l l  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  w e r e  b n t  t o o  g l a d  t o  r e - s h i f t  t h e  r e ­

s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  m y  s h o u ld e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  k e e p  i t  t h e m s e l v e s .  I t  w a s  a l l  

i h e  s a m e  t o  m e ,  f o r  e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v a l  I  v i r t u a l l y  b a d  t o  d o  a l l  

i h e  w o r k ,  a n d  i h e  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s  g r e w  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e r f u n c t o r y —  

a s  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s  u s u a l l y  d o ,  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  l e a d e r  w h o  m a y  b e  

c o u n t e d  o n  to  p u l l  t h e  s t r o k e - o a r  a n d  g e t  t h e  b o a t  o n  t h e  s t r a i g h t  c o u r s e  

w h e n  c r o s s  w in d s  b lo w .

1 t o o k  M r . N o g n c h i  t o  t h e  S t a t e  B a l l  a t  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  o n  t h e  

n i g h t  o f  t h e  2 l s t ,  a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  w o n d e r i n g  

i n t e r e s t  in  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  s a w ,  f r o m  t h e  d a z z l i n g  m i l i t a r y  u n i f o r m s ,  t h e  

g o l d - b e s t r o w n  c o u r t  d r e s s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  d r e s s e s  o f  t b e  l a d i e s ,  t h e  

d a n c i n g ,  t h e  p o l i s h e d  w h i t e  c o lu m n s  a n d  w a l l s  o f  t h e  B a n q u e t i n g  H a l l ,  

t b e  l i f e - s i z e  p o r t r a i t s  o f  t h e  Q o e e n  a n d  o t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  a n d  t h e  

p i c t u r e s q u e  l i v e r i e s  o f  t h e  t u r b a n e d  s e r v a n t s ,  d o w n  t o  t h e  s u p p e r  t a b l e  

i n  i t s  i n v i t i n g  a r r a y — a l l  c o m p l e t e  n o v e l t i e s  t o  h im .  T h e  G o v e r n o r  

w a s  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  a n d  t a l k  w i t h  s o  i n t e l l i g e n t  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  

h i s  g r a n d  n a t io n  o f  h e r o e s ,  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  v a r io u s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  r e l i g i o n  in  J a p a n  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  m y  p r o p o s e d  v i s i t .  H e  w a s  

a  n i c e  f e l l o w ,  w a s  N o g u c h i ,  a n d  m a d e  h i m s e l f  v e r y  p o p u la r  a t  H e a d ­

q u a r t e r s  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  H i n d u  c o m m u n i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w h o m  h e  

e l e c t r i f i e d  w i t h  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  o u r  A n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t io n .

T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  D e l e g a t e s  b e g a n  a r r i v i n g  o n  t h e  2 4 t h  D e c e m b e r .  

O n  C h r i s t m a s  D a y  I  g o t  a  f o o l i s h  c a b le g r a m  f r o m  H .  P .  B . ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  

t h e  r e s ig n a t io n  o f  h e r s e l f  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  s h o u l d  C o o p e r  

O a k l e y  b e  r e - a d m i t t e d  t o  m e m b e r s h i p ; t h e  a c t  s h o w i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

n e r v o u s  e x c i t e m e n t  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e  S u b b a r o w  i m b r o g l i o  h a d  t h r o w n  h e r .  

S h e  u s e d  t b e  n a m e  o f  t h e  B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e  a n d  o f  c e r t a i n  o f  i t s  m e m ­

b e r s  s o  o f t e n  i n  h e r  l e t t e r s ,  a s  c o n d e m n i n g  m e  u t t e r l y  a n d  b a c k i n g  h e r  

v i e w s  u n r e s e r v e d l y ,  t h a t  i t  b e c a m e  a t  l a s t  t i r e s o m e .  C o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  o u r  a g e s ,  a n d  o u r  j o i n t  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s  t o  o u r  G u r u ,  i t  s e e m e d  t o  m e  r i d i c u lo u s  t h a t  s h e  s h o u l d  i m a ­

g i n e .  t h a t  t h e  d i c t a  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  j u n i o r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  h o w e v e r  w a r m  

p a r t i s a n s  o f  h e r s ,  s h o u ld  i n f lu e n c e  m e  t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  m y  o w n  j u d g m e n t  

i n  q u e s t io n s  o f  m a n a g e m e n t .  I  w r o t e  h e r  a t  l a s t  t h a t  i f  s h e  s e n t  m e  

a n y  m o r e  r o u n d  r o b in s  o r  p r o t e s t s  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  q u a r t e r  I s h o u l d  

n e i t h e r  r e a d  n o r  a n s w e r  h e r  l e t t e r s :  o u r  a f f a ir s  m n s t  b e  s e t t l e d  b e t w e e n  

o u r s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h i r d  p a r t i e s .  A n s w e r i n g  m e ,  

s h e  a d m i t t e d  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  m y  a r g u m e n t  a n d  t h e  e x a s p e r a t i n g  

d o c u m e n t s  c e a s e d  t o  a r r i v e .

O u r  n e w - c o m e r s  w e r e  m u c h  g r a t i f i e d  o n  h e a r i n g  a  c o n c e r t  o f  I n d i a n  

m u s i c ,  g i v e n  u s  b y  t h e  M a d r a s  G a y a n  S a m a j ,  u n d e r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  

o f  o u r  o l d  m e m b e r  a n d  f r i e n d  M r. B u l w a n t  T r i m b a k  S a h a s r a b u d d i ,  o f  

P o o n a .  T h i s  g e n t l e m a n ,  s e e i n g  t h e  d e c a d e n c e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  m u s i c a l  

s c i e n c e  a n d  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  f r i v o l o u s  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  im m o r a l  a i r s  

a n d  s o n g s ,  u n d e r t o o k ,  in  o r  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1 8 7 8 ,  t h e  h e a v y  t a s k  o f  t r y ­



i n g  t o  r e v i v e  t h e  A r y a n  m e l o d i e s ; t o  d o  w h i c h  h e  f o r m e d ,  a t  P o o n a ,  

t h e  f i r s t  G a y a n  S a m a j .  U n d a u n t e d  b y  o b s t a c l e s ,  h e  b r a v e ly  s t n c k  t o  

h i s  w o r k ,  g i v i n g  t i m e ,  l a b o r  a n d  m o n e y ,  e n l i s t i n g  t h e  s y m p a t h i e s  o f  

s u c c e s s i v e  G o v e r n o r s  o f  B o m b a y  a n d  M a d r a s ,  a n d  o f  o t h e r  in f lu e n t i a l  

g e n t l e m e n ,  o f f ic ia l  a n d  p r i v a t e .  H i s  s e l f - d e n i a l  h a s  b e e u  r e w a r d e d  b y  

s e e i n g  t h i s  n a t io n a l  m o v e m e n t  g e t t i n g  f o o t h o l d ,  a n d  I  h o p e  h e  m a y  

l i v e  t o  s e e  f u l l  s u c c e s s  c r o w n  h i s  e n d e a v o u r s .

T h e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  D e l e g a t e s  w a s  s m a l l  a t  t h a t  y e a r ’s  C o n v e n t i o n ,  

p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  s o  m a n y  o f  o u r  b e s t  m e n  h a v i n g  b e e n  d r a w n  t o  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  C o n g r e s s  a t  A l la h a b a d ,  a n d  i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a n s i e n t  d i s a f f e c ­

t i o n  i n  t h e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h .  T o o k a r a m  T a t y a  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  B o m b a y  

f r i e n d s  s t a y e d  a w a y ,  b u t  s t i l l  t b e  a f f a ir  w e n t  o f f  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

C o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  m y  p o l i c y  t o  g i v e  e v e r y  c h a n c e  t o  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  

t o  t r y  e x p e r i m e n t s  w h ic h  s e e m e d  t o  t h e m  t o  p r o m is e  w e l l  f o r  t b e  S o ­

c i e t y ’s  i n t e r e s t s ,  I  a c c e d e d  t o  t h e i r  w is h  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  t r y  w h a t  e f f e c t  

t h e  c o m p le t e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  e n t r a n c e  f e e s  a n d  a n n u a l  d u e s ,  a n d  t h e  t r u s t ­

i n g  f o r  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s  s u p p o r t  t o  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  w o u ld  h a v e .  

P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  s c h e m e ,  t h o u g h  I  o f f i c i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  

i t ,  f o r  o u r  f e e - l i s t  w a s  s o  m o d e s t  t h a t  i t  s e e m e d  a s  i f  a n y b o d y  w h o  

s h o u ld  o b j e c t  t o  p a y i n g  t h e m ,  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  a n y  r e a l  s y m p a t h y  f o r  o a r  

m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  i t  w o u ld  l e a v e  u s  t o  t h r o w  u p o n  o u r  m o r e  g e n e r o u s  m e m ­

b e r s ,  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  w h o l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y  g o t o g .  

B u t  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e ,  u p o n  t h e  m o t io n  o f  t h e  r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  A m e r ic a n  S e c t i o n s  p r e s e n t ; I  c o n c u r r e d ,  a n d  

i s s u e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  E x e c u t i v e  N o t i c e s ,  t o  c l e a r  t h e  w a y .

T h e  f i r s t  e f f e c t  w a s  t h a t  a n g r y  p r o t e s t s  b r o k e  o a t  in  b o t h  t h e  W e s t ­

e r n  S e c t i o n s  ; H . P . B .  w r o t e  m e  a  v i o l e n t  l e t t e r ,  d e n o u n c in g  m e  a s  *  

v a c i t la t o r  a n d  l i b e r a l l y  r e p o r t i n g  w h a t  s o  a n d  s o ,  h e r  f r i e n d s  a n d  o o l -  

l e a g u e s ,  s a i d  a b o u t  m y  i n c o n s i s t e n c y ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  j u s t  e f f e c t e d  t h e  o r ­

g a n i s a t i o n  o f  a  B r i t i s h  S e c t i o n  a n d  g i v i n g  i t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  l e v y  t h e  c u s ­

t o m a r y  e n t r a n c e  f e e s  a n d  a n n u a l  d u e s ; w h i l e  J u d g e  a n d  h i s  p a r t y  o p e n l y  

r e v o l t e d  a n d  r e f u s e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  n e w  o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s .  S e c r e t l y  I  

W a s r a t h e r  a m u s e d  t o  s e e  h o w  m u c h  o f  a  m e s s  w a s  b e i n g  m a d e  b y  m a r ­

p l o t s  e a g e r  t o  h a v e  a  f in g e r  i n  t h e  p ie ,  a n d  w a s  d i s p o s e d  t o  g i v e  th e r o  t b e  

r o p e  t o  h a n g  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h .  I t  w a s  n o t  l o u g  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  

f a i l e d  a n d  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o ld  m e t h o d  ; a s  w i l l  b e  s e e n  l a t e r .

T h e  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  d o n e  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 8 8  w a s  t h e  

a d o p t io n  o f  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  r e - o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s  w o r k  o n  t h e  l i n e  o f  

a u t o n o m o u s  S e c t i o n s  : t h i s  h a v i n g  b e e n  t h e  m o t i v e  p r o m p t i n g  m e  o r i g i ­

n a l l y  t o  g r a n t ,  i n  1 8 8 6 ,  a  C h a r t e r  t o  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S e c t i o n  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  o n e  

t o  t h e  n e w  S e c t i o n  a t  L o n d o n .  T h e  p la n  h a d  p r o v e d  a n  e n t i r e  s u c c e s s  

i n  A m e r ic a ,  a n d  a f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  t e s t i n g  i t  i n  p r a c t i c e  i t  s e e m e d  b u t  

f a i r  t o  e x t e n d  i t  t o  a l l  o u r  f i e ld s  o f  a c t i v i t y .  I t  w a s  a n  a d m i r a b l e  p l a n  

i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t ; lo c a l  a u t o n o m y  im p o s e d  l o c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  l o c a l  

p r o p a g a n d a  a n d  i n v o l v e d  m u c h  p e r s o n a l  e x e r t i o n  ; t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  S e o -  

t i o n s  m in im is e d  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  d u l l  d e t a i l s  w h i c h  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  s o  h a m ­



p e r e d  m y  c o m m a n d  o f  t i m e  ; a n d  t h e  S o c i e t y  c h a n g e d  fr o m  a  q n a s i* a u -  

t o c r a c y  t o  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  F e d e r a t io n ,  e a c h  p a r t  in d e p e n d e n t  a s  t o  i t s  

i n t e r n a l  a f f a ir s ,  b u t  r e s p o n s ib le  t o  e v e r y  o t h e r  p a r t  f o r  i t s  lo y a l  s u p p o r t  

o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  a n d  i t s  i d e a l s  a n d  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  C e n t r e ,  w h i c h  b o n n d  

t h e  w h o l e  t o g e t h e r ,  l i k e  t h e  fasces o f  t h e  l i c t o r ,  in t o  a n  u n b r e a k a b le  b u n ­

d l e .  U n d e r  t h i s  p la n  t h e  f o r m a t io n  o f  a  n e w  S e c t i o n  a d d s  b u t  l i t t l e  t o  

t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  A d y a r  s t a f f ,  b u t  in c r e a s e s  to  a  m a r k e d  d e g r e e  t b e  c o l ­

l e c t i v e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t b e  S o c i e t y ,  a s  t h e  b o o s e ’s  f o u n d a t io n  b e c o m e s  s t r o n ­

g e r  a n d  s t r o n g e r  w i t h  e a c h  s q u a r e d  s t o u e  t h a t  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  i t s  m a s s .

I n  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 8 8  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  r e s o lu t io n  

i n  C o u n c i l ,  r e c o m m e n d in g  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  i t s  f u n c t io n s  f r o m  a n  e x e c u t i v e  

t o  a n  a d v i s o r y  c h a r a c t e r ,  I  m a d e  in  m y  A n n u a l  A d d r e s s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

d e c la r a t io n  o f  in t e n t i o n  : “  M y  o f f e r  t o  r e t i r e  w a s  r e j e c t e d  b y  u t ia n i -  

m o u s  v o t e  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 8 5 ,  a n d  I  w a s  t o ld  t b a t  I  m u s t  s e r v e  

t h e  S o c i e t y  d u r in g  m y  l i f e .  I  y i e l d e d  m y  o w n  i n c l i n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  s e n s e  

o f  d u t y ,  a n d  t h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  w h e n  I  s h o u ld  s a y ,  m o s t  d i s t i n c t l y  a n d  

u n e q u i v o c a l l y  t h a t  s i n c e  I  a m  t o  s t a y  a n d  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p ro *  

g r e *8 o f  t h e  w o r k ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  c o n s e n t  t o  a n y  p la n  o r  s c h e m e  w h i c h  

h a m p e r s  m e  in  t b e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  m y  o f f ic ia l  d u t y .  T h a t  d u t y  i s ,  f i r s t ,  

t o  t b e  u n s e e n  y O t r e a l  p e r s o n a g e s ,  p e r s o n a l ly  k n o w n  a n d  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  

s e e n  b y  m e  a n d  t a l k e d  w i t h ,  w h o  t a u g h t  m e  t h e  w a y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

s h o w e d  m e  w h e r e  m y  w o r k  la y  w a i t i n g  a  w i l l i n g  w o r k e r ; n e x t ,  t o  m y  

c o l l e a g u e ,  f r i e n d ,  s i s t e r  a n d  t e a c h e r  w h o ,  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  a n d  a f e w  

o t h e r s ,  f o u n d e d  t h i s  S o c i e t y  a u d  h a s  g i v e n  h e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  i t  t h e s e  p a s t  

t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  f e e  o r  h o p e  o f  r e w a r d ; a n d ,  t h i r d l y ,  t o  m y  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r  a s s o c ia t e s  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  w h o  a r e  c o u n t *  

i n g  n p o n  m y  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  m a n a g e m e n t  f o r  k e e p i n g  t h e  

S o c i e t y  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  in  i t s  c h o s e n  l i n e  o f  u s e f u l  n e s s .”  I n  s h o r t ,  i f  

I  w a s  t o  h e  a g a i n  r e s p o n s ib le  I  m e a n t  t o  m a n a g e  t h i n g s  a s  m y  e x p e r i -  

e n o e  i n  p u b l i c  a f f a ir s  s h o w e d  t o  b e  b e s t ,  a n d  “  t o  b e  o b e d i e n t  a n d  l o y a l  

t o  t h e  T e a c h e r  w e  t w o  p e r s o n a l ly  k n o w ,  a n d  l o y a l  a n d  s t a u n c h  t o  t b e  

c o l l e a g u e  y o u  a n d  I ,  a n d  a l l  o f  u s  k n o w ,  a n d  a  f e w  a p p r e c ia t e  a t  hex* 

t r u e  w o r t h .  T h i s  i s  m y  l a s t  w o r d  o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t ; b u t  in  s a y i n g  i t  I  d o  

n o t  m e a n  t o  i m p l y  t b a t  I  s h a l l  n o t  f r e e l y  u s e  m y  o w n  j u d g m e n t ,  i n d e ­

p e n d e n t l y  o f  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y ’s  in  e v e r y  c a s e  c a l l i n g  f o r  m y  p e r s o n a l  

a c t i o n ,  n o r  t h a t  I  s h a l l  n o t  b e  e v e r  m o s t  w i l l i n g  a n d  a n x i o u s  t o  r e c e i v e  

a m i  p r o f i t  b y  t h e  c o u n s e l  o f  e v e r y  t r u e  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  a t  h e a r t  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  I  c a n n o t  p l e a s e  a l l : i t  i s  f o l l y  t o  t r y  ; t h e  

w i s e  m a n  d o e s  h i s  d u t y  a s  h e  c a n  s e e  i t  b e f o r e  h i m . ”

M y  v o y a g e  t o  J a p a n  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s  in  o n r  

S o c i e t y ' s  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  a s  w e  s h a l l  b e  c o m i n g  t o  i t  p r e s e n t l y ,  a n d  t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  t o u r  w e r e  a s t o n i s h i n g ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a s  w e l l  i f  t h e  c l e a r  s t a t e ­

m e n t  o f  M r . N o g u c h i ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  d e l e g a t e  s e n t  t o  p e r s u a d e  m e  t o  

a c c e p t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  B u d d h i s t s  a n d  t o  b e  m y  e s c o r t ,—  

a s  t o  t h e  t h e n  r e l i g i o n s  c o n d i t io n  o f  J a p a n ,  a n d  h i s  f r a t e r n a l  a p p e a l  f o r  

t h e  s y m p a t h i e s  o f  t h e  I n d ia n  p u b l ic ,  w h i c h  s o  d e e p l y  m o v e d  h i s  h e a r e r s



a t  t b e  A n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t io n ,  i n  P a c b e a p p a ’s  H a l l ,  M a d r a s ,  s h o u l d  b e  

i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  n a r r a t iv e .  M r . N o g u c h i  s p o k e  i n  b i s  o w n  l a n g u a g e  b a t  

a n  E n g l i s h  t r a n s la t io n  w a s  r e a d  o n  t h e  o c c a s io n .  H e  s a i d  :

“  Brother Theoeophitts and Hindu Friends.— I a m  v e r y  b a p p y  a n d  

r a n c h  h o n o u r e d  t o  a d d r e s s  y o u  o n  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  m y  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  I n d i a  ; 

a  la n d  s a c r e d  in  t b e  e y e s  a n d  d e a r  t o  t b e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a n d  a l l  

o t h e r  B u d d h i s t s ,  a s  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  o n r  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  

t h e  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  h i s  e l o q u e n t  v o i c e  u t t e r e d  i t s  p r e c i o u s  t e a c h i n g s .  I  

c o m e  f r o m  t h e  * l a n d  o f  t h e  R i s i n g  S u n ,*  w h i c h  l i e s  t w e n t y  d a y s '  s a i l  

f r o m  h e r e  b y  t h e  o c e a n ,  i n  t h e  f a s t e s t  s t e a m e r s .  Y e t  i t  i s  n o t  t o  b e  

c o n s id e r e d  a s  f u r t h e r  a w a y  t h a n  a  s i n g l e  y o j a n a ,  o r  e v e n  t h e  w i d t h  o £  

t h i s  h a l l ,  w h e n  w e  r e a l i z e  t h e  f a c t  t b a t  t h e  t i e  o f  a  c o m m o n  b r o t h e r l y  

l o v e  r e a l l y  b in d s  u s  t o g e t h e r  in  a  g o l d e n  c h a i n .  T h a t  t i e  i s  o n r  c o m m o n  

i n t e r e s t  i n  a  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t  f o r  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  r e l i g i o n .  T h e  r e s u s c i ­

t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o r a l i t y  t a u g h t  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  o u r  a n c e s t o r s ,  a n d  

s t r i c t l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s .  T h i s  m o v e m e n t  i s  t h a t  w h i c l i  

w a s  b e g u n  a n d  h a s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s ,  b e e n  d ir e c t e d  b y  t h e  

F o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  I a m  n o t  h e r e  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  

B u d d h i s m  i s  a  b e t t e r  r e l i g i o n  t h a n  y o n r s ,  b u t  t o  t e l l  y o n  s o m e t h i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  m o r a l  s t a t e  o f  m y  d e a r  c o u n t r y .

W h e n  y o u  h e a r  t h e  f a c t s  y o n  w i l l ,  I  a m  s u r e ,  g i v e  m e  a n d  m y  c o ­

r e l i g i o n i s t s  y o n r  l o v i n g  s y m p a t h y  a n d  g o o d  w i s h e s .  F o r  y o n  w i l l  a t  

o n c e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  J a p a n  i s  a t  t h i s  m o m e n t  i n  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  

t h e  s a m e  c o n d i t io n  a s  y o u r  s a c r e d  I n d i a  w a s  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h e n  C o l o n e l  

O l c o t t  a n d  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  l e f t  A m e r i c a  a n d  c a m e  t o  y o n r  s h o r e s .  

F o r  t e n  y e a r s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  h e l p i n g  y o n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a n d  e n c o u r ­

a g i n g  y o u  t o  l o v e ,  r e s p e c t ,  a n d  d e f e n d  y o u r  r e l i g i o n  f r o m  i t s  u n s c r u p u ­

l o u s  e n e m ie s .

T h e y  f o u n d  i t  l i f e l e s s  a n d  i t s  f o l l o w e r s  in  d e s p a ir .  T h e y  h a v e  p u t  

l i f e  in t o  i t s  e n f e e b le d  b o d y  a n d  c o u r a g e  i n t o  y o u r  h e a r t s .  Y o u  w e r e  t h e n  

a l m o s t  a s h a m e d  t o  c o n f e s s  y o u r s e l v e s  H i n d u s ,  b u t  n o w  y o u  a r e  p r o u d  t o  

t o  b e  s o  c a l l e d .  T h e  d a y  o f  u n c h a l l e n g e d  s l a n d e r  a n d  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  f a i t h  o f  y o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  h a s  g o n e  f o r  e v e r .  Y o u  n o w ,  k n o w i n g  

h o w  m u c h  t r u t h  i t  c o n t a in s ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  y o u r  d u t y  t o  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a s  

r e g a r d s  m a k i n g  t h e m  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  a r e  b r a v e  a n d  c o n f id e n t  t o  s i l e n c e  

t h e  l i a r  w h o  a t t a c k s  i t .  W e ,  J a p a u e s e  B u d d h i s t s ,  n o w  a s k  y o u  t o  l e n d  

u s  t h i s  w o r k e r  o f  s o c ia l  m ir a c l e s ,  t h i s  d e f e n d e r  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  t h i s  t e a c h e r  

o f  t o le r a n c e ,  f o r  a  l i t t l e  t i m e ,  s o  t h a t  h e  m a y  d o  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  m y  

c o u n t r y  w h a t  h e  a u d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  I n d i a .  

W e  a r e  p r a y i n g  C o lo n e l  O l c o t t  t o  c o m e  a n d  h e l p  u s ; t o  c o m e  a n d  r e v i v e  

t h e  h o p e  o f  o u r  o ld  m e n ,  t o  p u t  c o u r a g e  in  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  o u r  y o u n g  m e n ,  

t o  p r o v e  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  o u r  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d  t o  t h o s e  

w h o  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  A m e r i c a  a n d  E u r o p e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h a t  W e s t e r n  

s c i e n c e  i s  n o t  i n f a l l i b l e ,  a n d  n o t  a  s u b s t i t u t e ,  b u t  t h e  n a t u r a l  s i s t e r  o f  

R e l i g i o n .  H e  i s  a  B u d d h i s t  o f  m a n y  y e a r s  s t a n d i n g .  H e  h a s  h e l p e d  

t b e  B u d d h i s t s  o f  C e y lo u  t o  w o r k  a  change, f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  i n  t h e i r r e l i g i o n



a o  w o n d e r f u l ,  t h a t  n o  o n e  c o a i d  b e l i e v e  i t  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t o  t h a t  I s la n d  

a o d  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r i e s t s  a n d  t h e  p e o p le .  W h e n  h e  f i r s t  c a m e  t h e r e ,  

i n  t h e  y e a r  1 8 8 0 ,  t h i n g s  w e r e  w o r s e  f o r  t h e  B n d d h i s t s  t h a n  t b e y  w e r e  

f o r  y o u  i n  I n d i a ,  i n  1 8 7 9 .

N o w  B u d d h i s m  i s  r e v i v i n g ,  t h e  B n d d h i s t s  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  f u l l  

o f  h o p e  a n d  c o u r a g e ,  s c h o o l s  f o r  B u d d h i s t  c h i l d r e n  b a v e  s p r u n g  

a p  e v e r y w h e r e ,  s o c i e t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  f o r m e d ,  b o o k s  a r e  f r e e l y  

p u b l i s h e d ,  a  s e m i - w e e k l y  j o u r n a l  h a s  b e e n  s t a r t e d  a n d  h n s  a c q u ir e d  

a  g r e a t  i n f lu e u c e ,  a n d  t h e  C o lo n ia l  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  g a z e t t e d  t h e  W e s a k  

d a y  o f  M a y  a s  a  B u d d h i s t  n a t io n a l  h o l i d a y .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s o r t  o f  h e l p  w e  

n e e d  i n  J a p a n  a s  b a d ly  a s  a  s t a r v i n g  m a n  n e e d s  f o o d .  M r .  L a u r e n c e  O l i ­

p h a n t ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  e n t h u s i a s t ,  a  b r i l l i a n t  w r i t e r ,  o f  m y s t i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

t e n d e n c i e s ,  f o r m e r ly  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t ,  s a y s :  “  A  m o r a l  

p a l l  s h r o n d s  t h i s  e a r t h ' s  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  i t  i s  d e n s e s t  w h e r e  o u r  o c c i d e n t a l  

c i v i l i s a t i o n  m o s t  p r e v a i l s .  J a p a n  w a s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  p u r e  c o u n t r y  u n t i l  s h e  

f e l t  t h e  d e m o r a l i z i n g  t o u c h  o f  W e s t e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  n o w  h o w  s a d l y  

h a s  s h e  d e t e r io r a t e d .'*  I  a m  s e n t  h e r e  b y  a  v e r y  in f l u e n t i a l  n a t i o n a l  

c o m m i t t e e  t o  b e g  C o lo n e l  O lc o t t ,  o u r  A m e r ic a n  B r o t h e r ,  t o  c o m e  a n d  g i v e  

r e l i g i o u s  f o o d  t o  u s .  W i l l  y o u  n o t  s p a r e  h im  t o  d o  t h i s  m e r i t o r io u s  

w o r k . ”

A  s u c c i n c t  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  n a m e s  a n d  t e n e t s  o f  t h e  v a r io u s  s e c t s  o f  

J a p a n  f o l l o w e d  a n d  h i s  h e a r e r s  w e r e  in f o r m e d  a s  t o  t h e  r a t h e r  d e m o r a l ­

i s e d  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  M r . N o g u c h i  c lo s e d  h i s  

a d d r e s s  a s  f o l l o w s  :

** B u t  t h e r e  a r e  h o n o r a b le  e x c e p t i o n s  a m o n g  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  s o m e  a r e  

r e a l l y  w o r k in g  f o r  B u d d h i s m  ; b u t  t h e y  a r e  f e w .  W h e r e  i s  t h e  H i g h e r  

d o c t r i n e  ? T h e  d o c t r i n e  i s  t h e r e ,  b u t  i t s  v i t a l  s t r e n g t h  i s  v e r y  m u c h  r e d u ­

c e d .  O ld  J a p a n  i s  n o  m o r e ; t h e  o ld  g r a n d e u r  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  B u d d h i s m ,  

a l a s  ! i s  n o  m o r e  v i s i b l e .  W h a t  s h a l l  w e  d o  Y W h a t  s t e p s  m u s t  w e  t a k e  t o  

r e f o r m  t h e  B u d d h i s t s  a n d  g i v e  l i f e  t o  B u d d h i s m ?  H o w  s h a l l  w e  w i p e  

o f f  t h e  r u s t  a c c u m u la t e d  o n  t h e  s o l i d  g o ld  s t r u c t u r e  o f  B u d d h i s m ,  s o  

t h a t  i t  m a y  o u t s h i n e  t h e  n e w -m a d e -  b r a s s  s t r u c t u r e  t b e y  a r e  t r y i n g  t o ’ 

e r e c t  ?  T h e  f i r s t  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  w e  m u s t  m a k e  i s  t h e  u n i f i c a t io n  o f  a l l  

B u d d h i s t s ,  u o  m a t t e r  o f  w l i a t  s e c t  t h e y  a r e ,  n o r  o f  w h a t  c o u n t r y .  O f  

c o u r s e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  T h e  s e c o n d  s t e p  i s  t o  b e g in  t o  

m a k e  e v e r y  p r i e s t  a n d  l a y m a n  e d u c a t e d ; a n d  t h i s ,  t o o ,  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  

a n d  a  w o r k  o f  t i m e .  T h e  t h i r d  s t e p  i s  t o  r e c o n v e r t  t b e  J a p a n e s e  t o  

B u d d h i s m  : n e e d l e s s  t o  s p e a k  o f  i t s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  i n  v i e w  o f  w h a t  I  h a v e  

a b o v e  s t a t e d .  T h e  f o u r t h  s t e p  iB t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t o  t a k e  a l l  

t h a t  i s  g o o d  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  a n d  t o  r e j e c t  a l l  t h e  b a d .  T w o  o p p o s i u g  

f o r c e s  a r e  n o w  w o r k i n g  t o  i n f lu e n c e  a n d  m o u ld  t h e  i n t e l l e c t  o f  t h e  

e d u c a t e d  J a p a n e s e — o n e  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  e v e r y  t h i n g  E u r o p e a n  i s  

g o o d ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  T b e  b a la n c e  o f  t h o n g h t  m u s t  

c h a n g e  t o w a r d s  o n e  s c a l e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  a n d  o n  t b a t  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  

J a p a n  h a n g s .  W h a t  s h a l l  w e  d o ?  T h i s  i s  t h e  e c h o  o f  t h e  c r y  

w h i c h  i s  n o w  r e v e r b e r a t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  J a p a n .  O u r  B u d d h i s t  b r o t h e r s



h a v e  b e e n  a r o u s e d  f r o m  t h e i r  l o n g  d r o w s i n e s s ,  b n t  t h e r e  i s  n o  h e l p  

w i t h i n .  T o  r e s c u e  o u r  B n d d h i s t s  f r o m  t h e  t h r a ld o m  o f  W e s t e r n  v i c e s  

w e  h a v e  t h o u g h t  o f  o n l y  o n e  w a y .  I  h a v e  b i n t e d  t o  y o n  w h a t  t h a t  i s  ? 

I t  i s  t o  o b t a in  t h e  u n s e l f i s h  h e lp  o f  C o lo n e l  O lc o t t ,  t h e  F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  R e f o r m e r  o f  R e l i g i o n s .  W e  h e a r d  o f  t b e  n a m e  

o f  t h i s  e s t e e m e d  a n d  h o n o r a b le  m a n ,  a n d  o f  t h e  g o o d  w o r k  h i s  S o c i e t y  

i s  d o i n g  f o r  B u d d h i s m  in  C e y lo n  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  A l l  J a p a n e s e  B u d d l i i * t s  

a r e  n o w  w a i t i n g  h i s  v i s i t ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  n a m e d  b ir o  ( J a m a s h a k a )  

44 B o d h i s a t o f  t b e  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . ”  M y  d e a r  b r o t h e r  a n d  c o l l e a g u e ,  

K in z a  H i r a i ,  e x - P r e n id e n t  o f  K in  S o c i e t y ,  s e n t  l e t t e r s  a s k i n g  h i m  t o  

g i v e  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  J a p a n  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  B u d d h i s m .  M r . H i r a i ,  

w i t h  t h e  R e v e r e n d  S a n o ,  a n  in f l u e n t i a l  p r i e s t ,  a r e  f o r m in g  a n d  o r g a n i z ­

i n g  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y  a t  K iy o t o ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  

w o r k i n g  v i g o r o u s l y  in  i t s  i n t e r e s t .  T h e y  h a v e  s e n t  m e  t o  t h i s  t w i c e -  

b le s s e d  c o u n t r y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y  a t  M a d r a s ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  c lo s e  o f  i t s  S e s s i o n  t o  e s c o r t  C o lo n e l  

O l c o t t  t o  m y  c o u n t r y ,  a s  a  g n e * t  o f  t h i s  S o c i e t y .  I n  a  f e w  d a y s  I  p h a l l  

b e  l e a v i n g  t h i s  f o r  J a p a n .  M y  s t a y  h e r e  a n d  a m o n g  m y  B u d d h is t ,  b r o t h e r s  

i n  C e y lo n  b a s  b e e n  v e r y  a g r e e a b l e ,  a n d  I  l e a v e  y o u  w i t h  s o r r o w .  I  s h a l l  

n o t  f o r g e t  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a t  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  h e r e ,  n o r  t h e  

b r o t h e r s  w i t h  w h o m  I  h a v e  m a d e  l a s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s .  L e t  

u s  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  w o r k  m u t u a l l y  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  

o n r  a n c i e n t  r e l ig io n s *  W e ,  B u d d h i s t s ,  m u s t  f o r m  a  s t r o n g  B r o t h e r *  

h o o d  o f  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  o f  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  ; a n d  f o r  t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  g r a n d  o b j e c t ,  w o r k  e a r n e s t l y ,  c o n s t a n t l y ,  a n d  w i l l i n g l y .  W tf  

m u s t  d o  g o o d  w o r k  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  a s  o n r  L o r d  B u d d h *  d id  

a n d  a s  C o lo n e l  O lc o t t ,  in  a  l e s s e r  y e t  s t i l l  m o s t  n s e f n l  w a y ,  i s  d o i n g .

4 G i v e  m e  l i b e r t y  o r  g i v e  m e  d e a t h /  p a id  M r .  P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  t h e  

A m e r ic a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a t r io t .  I  w i l l  s a y  4 L e t  m e  d i e  o r  e l s e  d o  a  

g o o d  w o r k  w h i l e  l i v i n g . ’ ”

T h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  o f  M r . N o g u c h i ’s  d e l i v e r y  s e e m e d  t o  s t r i k e  a  r e s ­

p o n s iv e  c h o r d  in  t h e  I n d ia n  h e a r t  a n d  h e  c a r r i e d  w i t h  h im  f r o m  th e  

H a l l  t h e  b est, w i s h e s  o f  a l l .  T h i s  w n s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  J a p a n  h a d  

m a d e  a n  a p p e a l  t o  a  f o r e ig n  n a t io n  f o r  r e l i g i o n s  h e l p  s i n c e  t h a t  h i s t o r i ­

c a l  e v e n t  in  1 5 8 4 ,  w h e n  a  c o m p a n y  o f  J a p a n e s e  a m b a s s a d o r s ,  t h e m s e l v e s  

o f  p r i n c e l y  b i r t h ,  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  in t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  p o n t if f .  

E s c o r t e d  b y  t h e  c a v a l r y  a n d  S w i s s  g u a r d ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  t h e  f o r e ig n  

e m b a s s i e s ,  a l l  t h e  R o m a n  p r in c e s  a n d  n o b i l i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  o f f ic ia ls  o f  th e  

C a r d in a ls  a n d  o f  t h e  V a t i c a n ,  t h e y  w e n t  i n  a  g l i t t e r i n g  p r o c e s s io n  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  R o m e ,  t h e  g u n s  o f  t h e  C a s t l e  a n d  t h o s e  o f  th e  

V a t i c a n  t h u n d e r i n g  t h e i r  w e lc o m e .  P r o s t r a t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  th e  

P o p e ’s  f e e t ,  t h e y  d e c la r e d  t h a t  t h e y  44 h a d  e o m e  f r o m  t h e  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  

t h e  E a s t  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  i n  t b e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  P o p e  t h e  V i c a r  o f  J e s u s  

C h r i s t ,  a n d  t o  r e n d e r  o b e d ie n c e  t o  h im  i n  t b e  n a m e  o f  t h e  p r i n c e s  o f  

w h o m  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  e n v o y s . ”  T h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  c r e d e n c e  

w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  m o s t  f e r v i d  d i s c o u r s e  b y  F a t h e r  G o n z a le z  a n d  t b e  

w h o l e  o f  C h r i s t e n d o m  w a s  t h r o w n  in t o  a g i t a t i o n  b y  t h e  d r a m a t i c  a s p e c t



o f  t h i s  u n i q u e  o c c a s io n .*  T h e  e v e n t  w a s  t h e  s e q u e l  t o  t h e  l o n g  a n d  

a d r o i t  l a b o r s  o f  J e s u i t  m i s s io n a r ie s ,  w h o  h a d  s k i l f u l l y  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  

J a p a n e s e  s e n s e  o f  d e v o t e d  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e i r  s o v e r e i g n  a n d  b y  c h a n g i n g  

t h e  e x t e r n a l  a s p e c t  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  

S h i n t o  c u l t ,  h a d  m a d e  t h e  J a p a n e s e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e W e s t e r n  r e l ig io n  w a s ,  

o f  a l l  o t h e r s ,  t h e  b e s t  f i t t e d  t o  e x a l t  t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  t h e  E m p e r o r  a n d  t h e  

h a p p i n e s s  a n d  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  n a t io n .  B a t  in  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  

d e c a d e s  t b e  s t e e l  h a n d  u n d e r  t h e  v e l v e t  g l o v e  w a s  f e l t  t o  b e  c l u t c h i n g  

a t  t h e  t h r o n e  a n d  l i f e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e r e  f o l l o w e d  o n e  o f  t h e  

b l o o d i e s t ,  m o s t  r e m o r s e l e s s  p e r s e c u t io n s  o f  p e r v e r t s  t o  b e  r e a d  o f  i n  

h i s t o r y  : t h e  n e w  r e l i g i o n  w a s  e x t i r p a t e d  f r o m  t h o  l a n d  a n d  i t s  l a s t  

m i s s i o n a r i e s  s w e p t  in t o  t h e  s e a .  T h e  p o r t s  o f  J a p a n  w e r e  t h e n  c l o s e l y  

s e a l e d  a n d  f o r  t w o  h u n d r e d  a u d  f i f t y  y e a r s  s h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  j e a l o u s l y  

g u a r d  h e r s e l f  b y  s t r i c t  s e c l u s i o n  f r o m  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f u r t h e r  c o n t a m i ­

n a t i o n  b y  f o r e ig n e r s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  h e r  i s o l a t i o n ,  k n o w n  t o  

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f e w  o u t s i d e  t h e  c l a s s  o f  S in o lo g u e s .

W h e n  J a p a n  w a s  o n c e  a g a in  o p e n e d  t o  f o r e ig n  i n t e r c o u r s e  b y  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  C o m m o d o r e  P e r r y ,  a n d  c h a n g e  b e c a m e  t h e  p a s s i o n  o f  t h e  d a y ,  

a n  i m p e r i a l  c o m m i s s i o n  w a s  o r d e r e d  t o  r e p o r t  u p o n  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  

a d o p t i n g  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  t h e  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  m o r a l  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p le .  “  T h e  r e s u l t  ”  s a y s  H e a r n  ( q u o t e d  b y  M r .  

K n a p p )  “  c o n f ir m e d  t h e  i m p a r t i a l  v e r d i c t  o f  K sL m p fe r  i n  t h e  S e v e n ­

t e e n t h  C e n t u r y ,  u p o n  t h e  e t h i c s  o f  t b e  J a p a n e s e .  * T h e y  p r o f e s s  a  

g r e a t  r e s p e c t  a n d  v e n e r a t i o n  f o r  t b e  g o d s  a n d  w o r s h i p  t h e m  i n  v a r i o u s  

w a y s .  A n d  I  t h i n k  1 m a y  a f f ir m  t h a t  in  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  v i r t u e ,  i n  

p a r i t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  o u t w a r d  d e v o t i o n  t h e y  f a r  o u t d o  t h o  C h r is t ia n s .*  ” f  

T b e  C o m m i s s io n  r e p o r t e d  a g a i n s t  t b e  a d o p t io n  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  r e l i g i o n  

“  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t ,  j u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  m o r a l  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  W e s t ,  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  w a s  n o t  t h e r e  s o  p o t e n t  a n  i n f iu e u c e  f o r  r i g h t  l i v i n g  a s  

w e r e  i n  J a p a n  t b e  r e l i g i o n s  w h i c h  b a d  s o  l o n g  h e l d  s w a y  a m o n g  t h e  

i s l a n d  p e o p le .”  N e i t h e r  M r . K n a p p ,  n o r  L a f c a d io  H e a r n ,  n o r  a n y  

o t h e r  u n b ia s s e d  m o d e r n  o b s e r v e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  J a p a n  w i l l  e v e r  c o m e  

n n d e r  t h e  s w a y  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e r e  s u r v i v e s  a u y  h o p e  o f  

i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n a l  e x i s t e n c e .  D u r i n g  t h e  m i g h t y  r e v o l u t i o n  in  

e r e - y  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  l i f e  t h a t  t h e  E m p i r e  h a s  b e e n  

r l i e  s c e n e  c f ,  n o n e  h a s  o c c u r r e d  in  t h a t  o f  r e l i g i o n .  “  F r o m  t h e  b e n e ­

f i t s  o f  t h i s  m o v e m e n t , ”  s a y s  K n a p p ,  “  w h i c h  b o r e  s o  m a n y  f e a t u r e s  o f  

W e s t e r n  l i f e  a c r o s s  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  o n e  t h i n g  

e x c l u d e d — a n d  i t  w a s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  e x c l u d e d  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  f u l l  i n v e s t i g a ­

t i o n  i t  w a s  d e e m e d  p r e j u d ic i a l  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m o r a l i t y * ’ ( p .  2 1 8 ) .

“  I t  i s  a n  o p e n  s e c r e t  t h a t  t b o  A m e r ic a n  c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e n t l y  s e n t  t o  

J a p a n  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c r i s i s  in  m i s s i o n  w o r k  t h e r e  w a s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  

p r o b l e m s  w h ic h  t h e  n a t io n a l  s p i r i t  h a s  e v o k e d ,  n o t  o n l y  in  m a t t e r s  o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  in  t h o s e  a f f e c t i n g  s u p p o s e d  e s s e n t i a l s  o f

* C f.•' Feudal and Modern Japan/’ by Arthur May Knapp. Poston, I*. Q. 
Page & Co., 1897•

t eft., 217.
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C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f .  I t  i s  a i  l e a s t  w h o l l y  s a f e  t o  p r e d i c t  t h a t  e v e r y  h o p e  o f  

s e c t a r ia n  a g g r a n d i z e m e n t  o n  J a p a n e s e  s o i l  w h io h  h a s  b e e n  c h e r i s h e d  

b y  a n y  o f  t h e  n u m b e r l e s s  d e n o m in a t io n s  w h o  h a v e  s e n t  t h e i r  p r o p a g a n -  

i s t  f o r c e s  t h e r e  i s  d o o m e d  t o  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w h i c h  

g a i n s  a  f o o t h o l d  o r  a n y  l a s t i n g  i n f l a e n c e  in  t h e  e m p ir e  w i l l  b e  

n e i t h e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  UGr M e t h o d i s t , . n o r  U n i t a r i a n  C h r i s t ia n i t y *  

I t  w i l l  n o t  b e  e v e n  A m e r ic a n ,  n o r  E n g l i s h ,  n o r  G e r m a n ,  n o r  R o m a n  

C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I t  w i l l  b o , i f  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  J a p a n e s e  

f a i t h  b a s e d  n p o n  a n d  a s s i m i l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o ld  l o y a l t i e s . . .  I n  h e r  f a i t h ,  

a s  in  h e r  p o l i t y ,  J a p a n  w i l l  r e m v in  a s  a l w a y s  in  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  a n c o n *  

q n e r e d  I s la n d  R e a l m . ”  ( P a g e  22*2) .

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  N o g u c h i  c o m m is s io n  I  h a d  n o n e  o f  m y  p r e s e n t  

f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  h i s  n a t i o n ,  b u t  I  l o v e d  t h e m  a s  I  d o  a l l  O r i e n t a l  

p e o p le s ,  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  a n d  w i t h  m y  w h o l e  h e a r t ,  a n d - iu  a c c e p t i n g  h i s  

i n v i t a t i o n  I  f e l t  t h a t  w i t h  l o v e  a n d  s i n c e r i t y  o n e  m a y  u n lo c k  a l l  d o o r s  

t h a t  l e a d  t o  t h e  p o p u la r  h e a r t .  I  k n e w ,  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  I n d i a ,  

C e y l o n  a n d  B u r m a ,  t h a t  m o d e r n  e d u c a t io n  b u t  p a i n t s  a  g l o s s  o v e r  t h e  

o u t e r  m a n ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  i n n e r  s e l f  w h a t  h e r e d i t y  a n d  K a r m a  h a v e  m a d e  

i t : I  f e l t  t h a t  e v e n  s o  f e e b l e  a n  a g e n c y  a s  o n e  m a n ' s  v o i c e  m i g h t  

a r o n s e  t h e  d o r m a n t  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t  a n d  c a l l  b a c k  a t  l e a s t  t h e  m o s t  

e a r n e s t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  s l i m y  p a t h  o f  g r e e d  a n d  w o r l d l y  s u c c e s s  

i n t o  t h e  c l e a n ,  b r o a d  r o a d  t r a c e d  o u t  b y  t h e  B u d d h a ,  in  w h i c h  t h e i r  

f o r e f a t h e r s  h a d  t r o d  f o r  t h i r t e e n  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .  I t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  I ,  

b a t  t h e  r e s i s t l e s s  p o w e r  o f  t h e  B u d d h a  D h a r m a  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  p i t t e d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  i r r e l i g i o n  a n d  m o r a l  r e v o l t .  W h e n  w e  w e r e  d r i v i n g  

h o m e  f r o m  t h e  p la c e  o f  m e e t i n g ,  N o g u c h i  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  w o n d e r  t h a t  s o  

h u g e  a n  a u d ie n c e  h a d  l i s t e n e d  t o  h i m  in  s u c h  p e r f e c t  c o u r t e s y  a n d  

s i l e n c e  ; s a y i n g  t h a t  I  m u s t  e x p e c t  n o t h i n g  t o  e q u a l  i t  f r o m  r a y  J a p a n e s e  

a u d ie n c e s ,  w h o  w e r e  in  t h e  h a b i t  o f  i n t e r r u p t i n g  p u b l i c  s p e a k e r s  w i t h  

p r o t e s t s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  m a k i n g  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  d i s t u r b ­

a n c e .  1 b a d e  h im  n o t  d i s t r e s s  h i m s e l f  o n  t h a t  s c o r e ,  f o r  i t  h a d  n e v e r  

h a p p e n e d  w i t h i n  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e  in t e r r u p t e d  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  

p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  I  k e p t  m y  h e a r e r s  s o  b u s y  t h i u k i n g  a s  t o  g i v e  t l i e i r  

t h o u g h t s  n o  c h a n c e  t o  w a n d e r .  T h e  r e s u l t — a s  w i l l  b e  s e e n  l a t e r — p r o v e d  

m e  t o  b e  r i g h t ,  f o r a  m o r e  c o u r t e o u s  r e c e p t i o n  t h a n  t h a t  g i v e n  m e  w o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n c e i v e  o f .

T h e  l a s t  D e l e g a t e  to  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 8 8  l e f t  A d y a r  o n  t h e  3 0 t h  

( D e c e m b e r ) ,  a n d  w e  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  e n j o y e d  t h e  c a l m  a f t e r  t h e  s t o r m  

o f  c l a s h i n g  o p in io n s .  O n  t h e  l a s t  d a y  I  w r o t e : “  T h u s  c l o s e s  t h e  y e a r  

1 8 8 8 ,  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  r i f e  w i t h  d i s a g r e e a b l e  i n c i d e n t s ,  t r i a l s  a n d  o b s t a -  

c l e s  o f  s o r t s ,  y e t  o n  t h e  w h o le  p r o s p e r o u s .  T h o  r e s i g n a t i o n s  o f  S u b b a -  

r o w ,  O a k l e y  a n d  o t h e r s  b r in g  e v i l  s e q u e n c e s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  t h e  d i s ­

c o n t e n t ,  a l m o s t  r e b e l l i o n ,  o f  T o o k a r a m ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  m i s l e d  b y  h a s t y  

j u d g m e n t  p r o m p t e d  b y  X / s  m a c h in a t io n s .  T h e  o u t lo o k  f o r  1 8 8 9  i s  

m u c h  b e tte r *  W e  h a v e  g p t  r id  o f  a  c e r t a i n  p e s t i f e r o u s  f e l l o w  TY^o 

f c e p t  p s  M l in m i s e r y



T h u s ,  t h e n ,  w e  r o l l  n p  t h e  s c r o l l  f r o m  w h ic h  o n r  n o t e s  o f t h e  y e a r ’s  

h is to r y  h n v e  b e e n  c o p re d  a n d  I n y  i t  o n  t h e  t a b l e  o f  C h i t r n g n p t a ,  t h e  

R e c o r d * k o e p e r  o f  Y a m a ,  f o r  p r o d u c t io n  a t  t h a t  f u t u r e  d a y  w h e n  t h e  d e e d s  

o f o a r  l i v e s  h a v e  t o  b e  s c r u t i n i z e d  b y  t h e  L o r d s  o f  K a r m a .

H .  S .  O lc o tt .

REINCARNATION AND ZOROASTRIANISM.

T
H E  P a r s i  c o m m u n i t y  c a u  b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  c l a s s e s — t b e  R e ­

f o r m e r s ,  t h e  O r t h o d o x  a n d  t h e  E c l e c t i c .  T h e  R e f o r m e r s  b e l i e v e  

in  th e  G a t h a s  o n l y ; t h e  O r t h o d o x  P a r s i s  i n  t h e  s c r i p t n r e s  w r i t t e n  i n  

th e  A v a s t a  l a n g u a g e  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  P a h l a v i  c o m m e n t a r i e s ; b a t  t b e  

E c le c t ic  Z o r o a s t r ia n s  h a v e  n o  o b j e c t io n  t o  e v e n  t h e  la t e r  d a y  G r e e k  a n d  

P e r s ia n  b o o k s .  W e  s h a l l  l e a v e  t h e  R e f o r m e r s  a s i d e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i ­

c u la r  c a s e  a s  t h e y  a r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  f iv e  G a th & s  t o  

s a it  t h e i r  o w n  c o n v e n ie n c e ,  t h e s e  f u r n i s h i n g  t h e m  a l l  t h e y  r e q u ir e .  O n r  

in q u ir y , t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  O r t h o d o x  a n d  t h e  E c l e c t i c .  T b e  

G a th a s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A v u s t a  a n d  t h e  P a h l a v i  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  

s ile n t  a b o u t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  d o c t r in e  o f  R e i n c a r n a t i o n  w h i c h  h e l p s  

to s o l v e s o  m a n y  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b le m s  o f  l i f e .  B u t  t h e  E c l e c t i c  Z o r o a s t r ia n s ,  

th e  n u m b e r  o f  w h o m  i s  v e r y  s m a l l ,  b e i r g  m o r e  l ib e r a l  in  t h e i r  v i e w s ,  

h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t ,  a s  Z o r o a s t r ia n i s m  h a d  s p r e a d  f a r  a n d  w i d e  

o v er  t h e  v a s t  c o n t i n e n t  o f  A s i a  in  i t s  p a l m y  d a y s ,  a n d  h a s  a n  a n t i q u i t y  

lo n g e r  t h a n  w e  c a n  c o n c e i v e  o f ,  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  r e i n c a r n a t io n  m a y  h a v e  

been t a u g h t  e i t h e r  i n  a l l e g o r y  in  s o m e  o f  t h e  e x t a n t  b o o k s  o r  i n  s o m e  o f  

th e  b o o k s  w h i c h  a r e  n o w  c o n s id e r e d  a s  l o s t .  T h e y  t a k e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

G reek , A r a b ic ,  a n d  o l d  P e r s i a n  b o o k s  w h i c h  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  e i t h e r  

t r a n s la t io n s  o f  o ld  A v a s t a - z e n d  b o o k s  o r  t h e i r  c o m m e n t a r i e s  i n  w h i c h  

open  r e f e r e n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  r e g a r d i n g  r e i n c a r n a t i o n .  Z o r o a s t r i a n  

id eas a r e  s a id  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  in  G r e e k  a s  w e l l  u s  iu  t h e  A r a b ic  

and P e r s i a n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  w o r k s  a l s o .  T h e  E c l e c t i c  Z o r o a s t r ia n s  d o  n o t  

co n fin e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e a r c h i n g  t r u t h ,  t o  a  f e w  f r a g ­

m en ts  p r e s e r v e d  in  t h e  A v a s t a ,  P a z a n d  o r  P a h l a v i ; b u t  b e l i e v o  t h a t  

th e  C h a ld e a n  O r a c le s  in  G r e e k ,  a n d  “  t h e  D e s a t i r , ”  “  t h e  D a b i s t a n , ”  ‘' t h e  . 

J a m - i - K a ik h o s h r u ,”  a n d  o t h e r  w o r k s  i n  o ld  P e r s i a n  l a n g u a g e  l i k e w i s e  r 

c o n ta in  Z o r o a s t r ia n  t e a c h i n g ,  a s  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  m e n  

t h o r o u g h ly  im b u e d  w i t h  Z o r o a s t r ia n  i d e a s .  W h i l e  t h e  o r t h o d o x  c la s s ,  

b e in g  r a t h e r  d o g m a t i c  i n  t h e i r  v i e w s ,  a r e  s c r u p u l o u s  t o  t a k e  a n y  d o c -  . 

tr in e  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e  f o u n d  p l a i n l y  d e s c r ib e d  in  t h e  A v a s t a — f o r g e t - .  . 

t in g  t h a t  t h e  f e w  f r a g m e n t s  d o  n o t  c o n t a in  t h e  w h o l e  t r u t h  r e g a r d i n g  

q u e s t io n s  r e l a t e d  t o  o n r  l i f e  in  t h i s  a g e  o f  i n q u i r y — t h e  e c l e c t i c  a r e  

tr y in g  t o  s e a r c h  r e l i g i o u s  t r u t l i s  f r o m  w h a t e v e r  s o u r c e  i t  m a y  c o m e .

T h e  d o c t r in e  o f  r e i n c a r n a t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  c o m m o n  t o  t b e  

C h a ld e a n  O r a c le s ,  t h e  “ D e s a t i r i ”  “  J a m - i - K a i k h o s h r u , ”  a n d  o t h e r  P e r s i a n  

w o r k s, t h o u g h  i t  c a n n o t  b e  f o u n d  p l a i n l y  o r  d i s t i n c t l y  in  t h e  O r t h o d o x  

b ook s. T h e  O r t h o d o x  a n d  t h e  E c l e c t i c  P a r s i s  d i f f e r  w i d e l y  iu  t h i s  roe*



pect, the former believing, not much unlike orthodox Christians and other 
Semitic people, in an eternal heaven or an eternal hell, or somewhat 
similar ideas abont the state after death ; while the latter, more reason­
ing, consider reincarnation to be an essential transmutation for human 
progress. Notwithstanding, we find in [the orthodox books, hints re­
garding heaven,which correspond to theosophical teaching. It is said 
that there are seven heavens, or rather seven states of heaven, viz. :— 

Ordinary. According to Rav&yet. According to Avasta.
.....  Chinvad. 1. Humata.
.....  Hameatg&n. 2. Hnkhata.

1. Satarpayd. SatarpAyu. 3. Hvarshta.
2. M&hpAya. M&hp&yA. 4. Anagra-raochao.
3. Khorshedp&ya. KhorshedpAyA.
4. Grothtn&n. Grothm&n.
5. Pashnm. .....
6. A k h & n .  .........

7. Anagra-raochao. Asar roshoi.
It will be seen that while the ordinary enumeration omits Chinvad 

(the “ bridge ”) and Hamestg&n, most probably two K&malokic states, 
the Ravayets, comparatively somo of the most recent books, omit two 
higher states, the- fifth and the sixth. The Avasta gives, however, a 
peculiar division of the states of heaven. On the whole the ordinary 
aud Ravdyet divisions correspond generally to the divisions given 
of the Devachanic planes by our esteemed Mr. Leadbeater. There is 
again another state called Achishtem (=  Avitcbi F) where all evil 
thoughts, evil words and evil deeds lead to, according to Visha-Humata, 
a fragment of the Avasta. The duration of all these states is nowhere 
particularized; though it must be legitimately considered proportionate 
to the Karma generated in this life. A heavenly state of “ long duration ” 
is vouchsafed to a holy man at different places iu these scriptures ; but 
these states cannot be reasonably taken as eternal.

With reference to reincarnation, the “ Desatii” soys, in u Namae Sat 
Vakhshur-i-Mahabad ”

“ Those who, in the season of prosperity, experience pain and grief, 
suffer them on account of their words and deeds [done] in a form er body, 
for which the Most Just [Law] punisheth them.”

Whosoever is an evil-doer, on him He [the conscious Law] in- 
flicteth pain under the human form : for sickhess, the suffering of 
children while in their mother’s womb, and after they are out of it, 
and suicide, and being hurt by ravenous animals, and death, and being 
subjected to want from birth till death, are all retributions for past 
actions : and in like manner as to goodness.”

Again:
“ In fine, these grandees expire of suffering and wounds, according 

to their misdeeds : and if any guilt remain, they will return a second 
tim e , and suffer punishment along with their accomplices."

“ And/’ says the commentator, “ meet with due retribution, till in



s o m e  w a y  t h e i r  g u i l t  i s  r e m o v e d : w h e t h e r  a t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  o r  t h e  s e c o n d  

t i m e ,  o r  t h e  t e n t h ,  o r  t h e  h u n d r e d t h  t i m e ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h . ’*

“  I f  a n y  o n e  k n o w i n g l y  a n d  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  k i l l  a  h a r m l e s s  a n i m a l ,  

a n d  d o  n o t  m e e t  w i t h  r e t r i b n t i o n  in  t h e  s a m e  l i f e ,  e i t h e r  f r o m  t h e  n n -  

s e e n  o r  t h e  e a r t h l y  r u le r ,  h e  w i l f  f in d  p u n i s h m e n t  a w a i t i n g  h i m  a t  h i s  

n e x t  c o m i n g .  ”

T h e  f o u r t h  “  j o u r n e y  ”  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  c h a p t e r  b f  “  J a m - i - K a i k h o s h -  

r u  ”  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  r e i n c a r n a t i o n .  T h e  J a m  s a y s

“  ( 1 7 )  A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h i s  h o m e  [ b o d y ]  a  v i r t u o u s  m a n  a c q u i r e s  a  

s t i l l  b e t t e r  p la c e  a n d  b o d y ,  a n d  h i s  w is d o m  c o n s t a n t l y  i n c r e a s e t l u

“  ( 1 8 )  T h e  d i g n i t y  o f  h i s  w i s d o m  i s  s o  m u c h  e x a l t e d  t h a t  i t s  

m y s t e r y  c a n n o t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  h e r e .

“  ( 1 9 )  B u t  i f  a  m a n  i s  a n  e v i l - d o e r  o r  a n  i d i o t ,  h e  g o e s  i n t o  t h e  

life o f  a n i m a l s  a n d  s u f f e r s  v a r i o u s  m i s e r i e s . ”

B o t h  t h e  a b o v e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t e a c h  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  o f  m e t e m p s y c h o s i s ,  

o f  m a n ’s  p a s s i n g  n o t  o n l y  i n t o  a n i m a l s ,  b u t  e v e n  i n t o  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  

m i n e r a l  k i n g d o m s .  T h i s  v i e w  i s  c o n s id e r e d  b y  t h e  P a r s i  a s  H i n d u ,  

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c o m m o n  a m o n g  t h e m .  T h e  G r e e k  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  N e o -  

p l a t o n i s t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t e a c h e s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .  W e  r e a d  i n  t h e  P h e e d r u s  

t h a t  “  in  t h e  t h o u s a n d t h  y e a r ,  b o t h  t h e  k i n d s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  

j u d g e d ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  l o t  a n d  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  s e c o n d  l i f e ,  s h a l l  e a c h  o f  

t h e m  r e c e i v e  a  l i f e  a g r e e a b l e  t o  h i s  d e s i r e .  H e r e  a l s o  t h e  h u m a n  s o u l  

s h a l l  p a s s  i n t o  t h e  life o f  a  b e a s t ,  a n d  f r o m  t h a t  o f  a  b e a s t  a g a i n  i n t o  a  

m a n ,  i f  i t  h a s  f i r s t  b e e n  t h e  s o u l  o f  a  m a n .  F o r  t h i s  s o u l  w h i c h  h a t h  

n f e v e r  p e r c e iv e d  t h e  t r u t h ,  c a n n o t  p a s s  i n t o  t h e  h u m a n  f o r m . ”  I t  w i l l  

b e  o b s e r v e d  f r o m ' t h e  a b o v e  p a s s a g e s  t h a t  b o t h  P h t e d r a s  a n d  J a m  a g r e e  

i n  o n e  p o i n t ,  t h a t  t h e  m a n ’s  s o u l  c a n n o t  i n c a r n a t e  i n  t h e  b o d y  o f  a n  

a n i m a l ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  c a n  i n t o  t h e  life o f  a n  a n i m a l .  A  n o t e  e x p l a i n i n g  

t h e  p a s s a g e  c i t e d  a b o v e  f r o m  P h & d r u s ,  s a y s  t h n t  “  w e  m u s t  n o t  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  b y  t h i s  t h a t  t h e  s o u l  o f  a  m a n  b e c o m e s  t h e  s o u l  o f  a  b r u t e  ; b u t  

t h a t  b y  w a y  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  i t  i s  b o u n d  t o  t h e  s o u l  o f  a  b r u t e ,  o r  c a r r i e d  

i n  i t ,  j u s t  a s  d e m o n s  u s e d  t o  r e s i d e  i n  o u r  s o u l s . ”  H e n c e ,  i t  i s  s t a t e d  

t h a t  a l l  t h e  e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l  s o u l  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  i m p e d e d ,  a n d  i t s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  e y e  b e h o l d s  n o t b in g ^ b u t  t h e  d a r k  a n d  t u m u l t u o u s  p h a n ­

t a s m s  o f  a  b r u t a l  l i f e .  T h e  e v e n t  o f  a  h u m a n  s o u l  i n c a r n a t i n g  i n t o  e v e n  

t h e  l i f e  o f  a n  a n i m a l  i s  a  r e t r o g r e s s i o n ,  a n d  a s  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  s t a t e  o f  

n a t n r e ,  w e  a r e  t a u g h t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e t r o g r e s s i o n ,  h o w  c a n  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  

f o r  a  h u m a n  s o u l  t o  t a k e  s u c h  a  d o w n w a r d  c o u r s e  P I t  s e e m s  a p p a r ­

e n t l y  a b s u r d .  B u t  t h e  r e t r o g r e s s io n  c a n  b e  n n d e r s t o o d  i n  v a r i o u s  

w a y s  :—

( 1)  “  G .  R .  S .  M .’’ s t a t e s  i n  a  f o r m e r  n u m b e r  o f  Vdhan, t h a t  “  H ,  

P .  B .  t e a c h e s  t h a t  s u c h  a  t r a n s m i g r a t i o n  w a s  p o s s i b l e  a t  a  c e r t a i n  p e r io d  

o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  w h e n  t h e  * d o o r  ’ f r o m  t h e  a n i m a l  k i n g d o m  i n t o  t h e  h u m a n  

w a s  s t i l l  o p e n ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t  d o o r  h a s  

l o n g  b e e n  c l o s e d ,  f o r  o u t  e v o lu t i o n * ”



I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  m e t e m p s y c h o s i s  m a y  h a v e  

c o m e  d o w n  t o  a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  v a l i d  e x p l a n a t i o n .

( 2}  A n o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  n a n  b e  .g a t h e r e d  f r o m  t b e  f a c t  t b a t  w h e n  

a  m a n  w h o s e  s o u l  h a s  b e e n  d e g r a d e d  t o  s u c h  a  s t a t e  t h a t ,  b y  c o n t in u e d  

e v i l  K a r m a  t h e  d i v i n e  t h r e a d  b r e a k s  a u d  i t  h a s  n o  l o n g e r  a n y  h a r v e s t  

t o  c a r r y  t o  t b e  d i v i n e  T r i a d  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  t h e  a n i m a l - m a n  a n d  t h e  se*  

m a i n i n g  t a t t v a a  g o  t o  h e l p  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  a n i m a l  n a t u r e  in  o b e d ie n c e  

t o  t h e  l a w  o f  a f f in i t y .

( 3 )  A  t h i r d  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t b e  a l l u s i o n  m a y  b e  h a d  f r o m  t h e . r u l e  

t h a t  w h i l e  a  m a n  c h o p s e s  e v i l  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  e v i l — a l t h o u g h  in  v e r y  r a p e  

c a s e s - - h e  s e t s  h i m s e l f  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  

g r a d u a l l y  w e a r i n g  h i m s e l f  o n t ,  i n c a r n a t e s  i n  l o w e r  a n d  l o w e r  t y p e s  o f  

l i f e ,  w h i c h  r e s e m b l e  m o r e  n e a r l y  t h e  a n i m a l  t h a n  t h e  d i v i n e  m a n .

H o w e v e r  i t  m a y  b e ,  w e  h a v e  a l l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  

r e i n c a r n a t io n  in  a t  l e a s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  Z o r o a s t r i a n  b o o k s — i f  w e  d a  n o t  

d w a t f  Z o r o a s t r ia n i s m  i n t o  m e r e l y  a  f e y  s c r a p s .  A  c e r t a i n  f r a g m e n t ,  

a g a i n ,  w h ic h  i s  p r e s e r v e d  t o  u s  f r o m  t h e  G r e e k  a n d  w h i c h  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  

t Q .p h a ld e a n  Z o r o a s t r ia n  i s m ;  g i v e s  u s  a  c l e a r e r  i d e a  a b o u t  t h e  r e i n c a r n a ­

t i o n  o f  t b e  s o u l*  W a l t e r  R .  O ld ,  w b i l e  w r i t i n g  o n  “  Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m  ”  

in . t h e ,  Theosophist ( V o l .  X V . ,  N o .  1 2 } ,  s a y s : — " I n  t h e  C h a l d e a n  sys>- 

t e m ,  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  o f  a n  e t h e r e a l  p r i n c i p l e  i s  c a p a b le  o f  c o n f e r r i n g  

th ,e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  u p o n  i t a  v q h ip le ,  f o r  a s  a n  i m m o r t a l ,  p r i n c i ­

p l e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  r a t io n a l  s o u l ,  n e e d s  a l w a y s  a  v e h i c l e  in  w h i c h  i t  m a y  

e t e r n a l l y  e x i s t , . i t  i s  s a i d  t o  c o n f e r  i m m o r t a l i t y  n p o p  s u c h  v e h i c l e  b y  

a p p r o x im a t io n .  T h i s  v e h i c l e  o r  m in d - b p d y  is  n o t  i n a n i m a t i o n  i t s e l f , . ,  

b a t  s e l f - a n i m a t e d  l i k e  t b e  in f e r i o r  s o u l s ,  s u c h  as. t h e  i r r a t i o n a l  o r  a n i m a l . 

s o u k  w h i c h  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l .  T h u s  b y  p h a n t a s y  o r  

im a g i n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s . t h e  c h i e f  f a c u l t y  o f  i t s  v e h i c l e ,  t h e  r a t i o n a l  s o u l  i s , 

c o n t i n u a l l y  j o i n e d  t o  i t ,  a n d  b y  i t  a g a i n  a n d , a g a in ,  jo in je d  t o  m o r t a l . 

b o d i e s , w h i c h  i t  s e e k s  b y  a f f in i t y ,  t b e  w h o l e  b e i n g  u n f o ld e d  i u  t h e ,  

e n l i v e n i n g  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  e m b r y o ,  a n d  th .u a  o u t c o m e  i n t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  

t h e  e a r t h . ”

N o  o n e  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t b a t  t h $ ; t r u e  a n d  e n t i r e  Z o r o a s t r ia n i s m  c a n  

b e  f o u n d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  m o d e r n  I p a r s is ,  a n d  w i t h  n o  o t h e r s .  I t  i s  a n  

h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  t h a t  Z o r o a s t r ia n i s m  w a s  o n c e  s p r e a d  f a r  a n d  w i d e  o v e r  

a  g r e a t e r  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  t h e n  k u o w n  w o r ld ,  a n d  a s  t h e  n a t i o n  w a s  d i v i ­

d e d  i n t o  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s ,  w h y .  m a y  n o t  t h e  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  h o ld  a  p o r t i o n . 

o f  t h e  s a m e  w h o l e  ? I t  i& m o s t  p r o b a b le  ; a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  m o d e r n  • 

P a r s i s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  c o m p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  l i m i t  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  b e c o m e -  

m o r e  l i b e r a l  i n  t h e i r  v i e w s  r e g a r d i n g  r e l i g i o u s  r e s e a r c h .  T h e  P e r s i a n  

w o r k s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  p r o f a n e  s t u d e n t s  

o f  Z o r o a s t r ia n i s m  a lo n e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  v i e w s ,  b u t  b y  t h e  o r t h o d o x  

H i g h  P r i e s t s  a l s o ,  w h o  h a v e  o f t e n  q u o t e d  t h e s e  w o r k s  a s  Z o r o a s t r ia n  in  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s ,  w h e n e v e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f f e r e d  ; w h y  t h e n  

s h o u l d  t h e s e  b e  d i s c a r d e d  a s  n o n - Z o r o a s t r ia n  o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  q u e s t io n  ? .

> N . F . B ilimobja.



WHAT TOLSTOI FEEDS.

T
O  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f o u n d  a  r a t io n a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  l i f e  a t id  d e a t h ,  

w h o  h a v e  n o  d i s q u i e t i n g  f e a r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  f u t u r e  s t a l e  o f  e x i s t ­

e n c e ,  t h e  l i f e  o f  T o l s t o i  b e c o m e s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  n t u d y .  I u  h i m  w e  s e e  a  

g r e a t  s o u l  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  r e a c h  t h e  l i g h t .  W i t h  a  c o u r a g e  s e ld o m  f o u n d  

in  o n e  b o r n  t o  l u x u r y ,  h e  h a s  d a r e d  t o  g i v e  u p  a l l  t h e  c o m f o r t s  o f  

l i f e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p u t  h i s  t h e o r i e s  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  H e  h a s  l i v e d  a p  t o  h i s  

g o s p e l .  M is t a k e n  t h o u g h  h e  m a y  b e  i n  s o m e  o f  h i s  id e a s *  h e  h a s  g i v e n  

t h e  w o r l d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e  p i c t u r e  ;— a  n o b le m a n ,  a l r e a d y  

f a m o u s  i n  l i t e t a t n r e ,  d r e s s e d  l i k e  a  p e a s a n t  in  c o a r s e ,  r o u g h  g a r m e n t s ,  

e o b b l i n g  h i s  o w n  s h o e s ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  c a t  a  m o r s e l  o f  f o o d  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o 't 

e a r n e d  b y  m fcn 'n a l la b o u r .  L e t  s o c i o l o g i s t s  c r i t i c i s e  b i s  t e a c h i n g s  a n d  

d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  a  l o v e r  o f  t h e  p o o r  a u d  d o w f c - t r o d d e n  c a n  b e s t .  h e l p  h i s  

p e o p l e  b y  l a y i n g  a s i d e  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w e a p o n s  l i e  c o u ld  s o  s k i l f u l l y  u s e  in  

t h e i r  d e f e n s e ,  t o  s p e n d  h i s  t i m e  d o i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  a n  i g n o r a n t  p e a s a n t .

B u t  i t  i s  n o t  T o l s t o i  t h e  s o c i a l  e c o n o m i s t  b u t  T o l s t o i  t h e  m a n ,  w h o  

c l a i m s  o u r  d e e p e s t  s y m p a t h y .  F r o m  b o y h o o d  h e  h a s  b e e n  a  d r e a m e r  o f  

m o r b i d  d r e a m s .  T h e  f e a r  a n d  h a t r e d  o f  d e a t h  h a s  d a r k e n e d  h i s  l i f e .  

P o s s e s s e d  o f  t h e  s w e e t e s t  a n d  t e n d e r d s t  l o v e  f o r  m o t h e r  a n d  b r o t h e r ,  

t h e i r  e a r l y  d e a t h  s e e m e d  t o  o p e n  a  c h a r n e l  h o u s e  f o r  h i s  g l o o m y  t h o u g h t s  

d u r i n g  a l t  t h e  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  N o t  o n e ' sU n b e fa m  c a n  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  d a r k ­

n e s s .  L o o k  a t  h i s  o w n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h i s  b r o t h e r

“  O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 t h ,  h e  d i e d  l i t e r a l l y  in  m y  a r m s .  ; . N o t h i n g  

i n  m y  l i f e  m a d e  s u c h  a n  im p r e s s io n  o n  m e .  H e  u s e d  t d  s a y  t r u l y  th a V  

t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  w o r s e  t h a n  d e a t h .  B u t  w h e n  y o u  c o n s i d e r  s e t f o u g lj r  

t h a t  d e a t h  i s  t h e  e n d  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  t h e n  l i f e  b e c o m e s  a n  u n m i t i g a t e d  

e v i l .  W h a t  p r o f i t s  i t  t o  s t r i v e  a n d  c r y  w h e n  o f  w h a t  w a s  N i c h o l a s  

T o l s t o i  n o t h i n g  i s  l e f t  ? H e  n e v e r  s a i d  h e  f e l t  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  d e a t h  ; 

b u t  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  h e  w a t c h e d  i t s  e v e r y  s t e p ,  a n d  k n e w  f o r  c e r ­

t a i n  h o w  m u c h  t i m e  w a s  s t i l l  l e f t .  A  f e w  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  h i s  

d e a t h  h e  d o z e d ,  a n d  s u d d e n l y  a w a k i n g ,  w h i s p e r e d  w i t h  h o r r o r ,

* W h a t  i s  i t  ? ’ I t  w a s  t h a t  h e  s a w  d e a t h ,  t h i s  f a l l i n g  o f  h i s  b e i n g  

i n t o  n o t h i n g n e s s ;  a n d  i f  he f o u n d ’ n o t h i n g  . t6 g r a s p ,  w h a t  s h a l l  

I f in d  ? L e s s  t h a n  n o t h i n g .  A n d  o f  c o u r s e  n e i th e r  I  n o r  a n y  o n e  

e l s e  w i l l  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  d e a t h  a s  h e  d id .  T o  t h e  l a s t  m o m e n t , l ie  d i d  

n o t  g i v e  h i m s e l f  u p  t o  d e a t h ,  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  f o f  h i m s e l f ,  t r i e d  t o  

b e  o c c u p i e d , ’ w r o t e ,  a s k e d  a b o u t  m y  w r i t i n g s ,  a r td  a d v i s e d  m e ; 

b u t  a l l  t h i s ,  i t  s e e m e d  t o  m e ,  h e  w a s  d o i n g  n o t  b y  a n  i n n e r  t e n d e n c y ,  

b u t  o n  p r i n c i p l e .  O n l y  o n e  t h i n g ,  N a t u r e ,  w a s  l e f t  t o  t h e  e n d .  

O n  t h e  e v e  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  h e  w e n t  in t o  h i s  r o o m  a n d  t h r o u g h  w e a k ­

n e s s  f e l l  o n  h i s  b e d  n e a r  t h e  w i n d o w .  W h e n  I  c a m e  i n  h e  s a id ,  

w i t h  t e a r s  i u  h i s  e y e s ,  * H o w  h a p p y  I  w a s  f o r  a  w h o l e  h o u r !’ F r o m  

p & rth  fee  c a n a e -—t o  e a r t h  h e  r e t u r n s .  . • ♦ O n e  t h i n g  o n l y  i s  l e f t ; a



d im  h o p e  t h a t  s o m e w h e r e  i n  N a t u r e ,  a  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  y o n  w i l l  b e c o m e  

i n  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e t h i n g  l e f t  a n d  f o u n d .  E v e r y  o n e  w h o  

s a w  h i s  l a s t  m o m e n t s  s l i d  h o w  w o n d e r f u l l y ,  q u i e t l y  a n d  c a l m l y  h e  d i e d ; 

b n t  I  k n o w  w i t h  w h a t  f r i g h t f u l  t o r t u r e s ,  f o r  n o t  a  s i n g l e  f e e l i n g  e s c a p ­

e d  m e .  A  t h o u s a n d  t i m e s  I  r e p e a t  t o  m y s e l f * L e t  t h e  d e a d  b n r y  t h e i r  

d e a d , '  b u t  I  m n s t  s p e n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  I  s t i l l  h a v e  o n  s o m e t h i n g  . .  .

Y o u  c a n n o t  l a n g h  a t  a  j e s t  y o n  a r e  w e a t y  o f  ; y o u  c a n n o t  e a t  w h e n  

y o u  a r e  n o t  h u n g r y .  W h a t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  ? T o - m o r r o w  w i l l  

b e g in  a l l  t h e  t o r t u r e s  o f  d e a t h ,  w i t h  t h e  u n o le a n n e s s  o f  l i e s  a n d  s e l f *  

d e c e p t io n ,  a n d  w i l l  e n d  in  n o t h i n g n e s s . ”

T h i s  i s  n o t  a n  i s o l a t e d  i n s t a n c e .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  w o r k s  w e  c o n ­

t i n u a l l y  f in d  “  h a t r e d  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  m o o d  o f  d e s p a ir ,  t h e  l o n g i n g  f o r  d e a t h ."

F o r  t h i s  s i c k n e s s  o f  h e a r t ,  t h i s  a g o n y  o f  s o u l ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  s o v e r e i g n  

r e m e d y ,— T h e o s o p h y ,  T h e  d i v i n e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  l a w  o f  k a r m a  w o n l d  

t a k e  a w a y  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  h i s  r e s e n t m e n t ,  a n d  w o u ld  g i v e  h i m  a  

h a p p i e r  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o b le m s  o f  h u m a n  d e s t i n y .  T h e  t w i n  d o c t r i n e  

o f  r e i n c a r n a t i o n  w o n ld  t e a c h  h im  t h a t  e v e n  f o r  a n  n n e v o l v e d  s o n l  

h a v i n g  i t s  f i r s t  l e s s o n s  in  l i f e ’s  s c h o o l  t h e r e  i s  p r o m is e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

H e  w o u ld  s t i l l  f in d  r o o m  f o r  h i s  n o b le  a l t r u i s m .  H e  c o u ld  s t i l l  s t a n d  

b e s id e  h i s  s u f f e r i n g  b r o t h e r s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  b e a r  l i f e ’s  b u r d e n s  

w i t h  p a t i e n c e .

C o n t r a s t  w i t h  T o l s t o i ’s  m o r b id  v i e w  o f  d e a t h  s o m e  o f  t b e  u t t e r ­

a n c e s  o f  a  T h e o s o p h i s t  w h o  a l s o  h a s  f e l t  t b e  s o r r o w s  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d  

f r i e n d l e s s ,  w h o s e  l i f e ,  l i k e  h i s ,  h a s  b e e n  s p e n t  in  a l l e v i a t i n g  t h e  m i s e r i e s  

o f  h e r  s u f f e r i n g  f e l l o w  b e i n g s  :—

“  H a v e  n o  f e a r  o f  d e a t h .  I t  i s  t h e  o p e n  a r c h w a y  w h i c h  l e t s  n s  o n t  

t o  r e s t  a n d  r e c r e a t io n  f r o m  o u r  s c h o o l ,  b e f o r e  w e  r e - e n t e r  t o  l e a r n  o n r  

n e x t  a n d  h i g h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  l e s s o n . ”

“  W e  a r e  u n b o r n ,  u n d y in g *  c o n s t a n t ,  c h a n g e l e s s ,  e t e r n a l .* ’

“  W e  a r e  h e r e  o n l y  t o  f o r g e  t h e  in s t r u m e n t s  f o r  a n  i m m o r t a l  s e r v i c e ,  

t h e  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  i s  p e r f e c t  f r e e d o m .”  1 *
“  C le a r - e y e d  l o v e  c a n  le a p  a c r o s s  d e a t h ’s  a b y s s ,  a c r o s s  b i r t h ’s  l e t h e  

s t r e a m ,  a n d  f in d  a n d  c l a s p  i t s  o w n  u n e r r i n g l y ,  t h o u g h  n e w  a n d  a l i e n  

f o r m  b e  c a s k e t  f o r  t h e  j e w e l* s o n l  i t  k n o w s . ”

“  D e a t h  i s  t h e  b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  o u t - w o r n  f o r m  w h ic h  h a s  b e c o m e  a  

s h a c k l e ,  n o t  a  h e l p e r . ”

“  D e a t h  i s  b u t  b i r t h .  t | i e  s e t t i n g  f r e e  o f  l i f e .  D e a t h  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  

o f  a l l  e a r t h ’s  i l l u s i o n s .  L i f e  i s  c o n t in u o u s ,  u n b r o k e n ,  u n b r e a k a b l e . ”

“  D e a t h  i s  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s o u l ’s  t r u e  h o m e ,  t h e  p a s s i n g  fr o m  a  

p r is o n  i u t o  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  u p p e r  a i r .”

S .  E .  P a l m e r .

c—



“STAND STILL”

W
E  l i v e  in  a n  a g e  o f  h u r r j  ; w e  r a c e  a b o u t  h i t h e r  a n d  t h i t h e r ;  w e  

c r o w d  o a r  h o a r s  w i t h  m a n i f o ld  o c c u p a t i o n s ; o f  o n r  a m u s e m e n t s  

a n d  r e l a x a t i o n s  w e  e v e n  t o o  o f t e n  m a k e  a  t o i l .  I f  w e  h a v e  w e a l t h  w e  

a r e  r e s t l e s s  w i t h  a n x i e t y  a b o n t  i t s  k e e p i n g  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t ,  o r  w e  t h r o w  

i t  a b o n t  i n  t h a t  e q a a l l y  r e s t l e s s  s e e k i n g  f o r  e n j o y m e n t  w h i c h  m o s t l y  

le a d s  t o  s a t i e t y  a n d  e n n u i ; i f  w e  a r e  p o o r  t h e n  t o o  m a n y  m a k e  o f  w e a l t h  

th e ir  id o l  a n d  s p e n d  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  w o r s h i p p i n g  t h e  g o l d e n  c a l f .  M e r e  

u s e le s s  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  e n e r g y  ? B y  n o  m e a n s .  T h r o u g h  i t  a l l  t h e  s o u l  i s  

s lo w ly  l e a r n i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g  t i l l  s o m e  d a y  i t  w i l l  a w a k e n  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  a l l  t h i s  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  h o u r s  o f  c h i l d h o o d ,  w h e n  m o v e m e n t ,  

a c t iv i t y ,  s e n s a t i o n ,  f i l l  u p  t h e  w h o le  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

B u t  s u c h  p a p e r s  a s  t h i s  a r e  l i t t l e  l i k e l y  t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

s u c h  s o u l - c b i l d r e n ,  a n d  i f  b y  c h a n c e  t h e y  d o ,  t h e y  a r e  c e r t a i n  t o  b e  c a s t  

a s id e  w i t h  a  “  p i s h , ”  q u a l i f i e d  i t  m a y  b e  w i t h  s o m e  s u c h  p h r a s e  a s  

“  r o t t e n  b a l d e r d a s h . ”

S t i l l  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  a  f e w  c h i l d r e n  o f  o ld e r  g r o w t h  t o  w h o m  in  s o m e  

m e a s u r e  t h e r e  c l i n g  t h e  h a b i t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d ,  a n d  f o r  t h e s e  p e r c h a n c e  

s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n  m a y  b e  f o u n d  in  w h a t  f o l l o w s .  F o r  in  m o s t  o f  u s  t h e r e  

lu r k s  m o r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d - e g o  t h a n  w e  w o t  o f ,  a n d  i t  w e r e  w e l l  f o r  n s  d id  

w e  k n o w  a n d  r e a l i s e  m o r e  c l e a r l y  t h e s e  m a n i f o l d  p h a s e s  o f  o n r  n a t n r e  

t h a t  o f t  r u l e  u s  q u i t e  w i t h o u t  o u r  k n o w l e d g e .  T o  k n o w  o u r s e l v e s  i s  

n o  s m a l l  t a s k ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  s u c h  k n o w l e d g e  i s  h u m i l i t y .

I t  i s  n i c e ,  u n d o u b t e d ly ,  t o  f e e l  t h a t  w e  a r e  w o r k i n g  h a r d ,  t o  h a v e  

tb e  v i v i d  k e e n n e s s  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  t o  t h r o w  a l l  o u r  s t r e n g t h  i n t o  o u r  w o r k  

an d  t o  f i l l  e v e r y  h o u r  o f  e v e r y  d * y  w i t h  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t .  N a y  m o r e ,  i t  

is  r ig h t  a n d  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  m a n i f o ld  a r e  t h e  g a i n s  t h e r e f r o m  f o r  t h e  

g r o w th  a n d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  m a n .  B u t  j u s t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a g e ,  t h e r e  

ln r k s  p e r h a p s  a  d a n g e r  h e r e ,  f o r  h i m  w h o  i s  o u t g r o w i n g  h i s  c h i l d h o o d —  

a d a n g e r  t h e  m o r e  s u b t l e  b e c a u s e  a l l  o u r  m o d e r n  s u r r o u n d in g s ,  t h e  

a tm o s p h e r e  w e  l i v e  i n ,  t h e  p e o p l e  w e  a d m ir e  a n d  lo o k  u p  t o ,  f o r  t h e  

m o it  p a r t  a l l  p r e s s  u s  f o r w a r d  in  t h e  s a m e  d i r e c t i o n — t h a t  o f  t h e  p e r ­

p etu a l s e n d i n g  f o r t h  o f  o u r  l i f e ,  o u r  m in d s ,  o u r  h e a r t s  i n t o  t h e  o u t e r ,  

o b j e c t iv e  w o r ld s  o f  t h e  s e n s e s — w h e t h e r  s u b t l e  o r  g r o s s ,

A  n c e e s s a r y ,  a n d  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  s t a g e  t r u l y : f o r  t h e  i n e r t i a  o f  

T a m a s  m u s t  n e e d s  b e  o v e r c o m e  a n d  c o n q u e r e d  b y  t h e  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  r a p i d  

v ib r a t io n  a n d  m o t io n  o f  R a j a s ,  a s  w a s  t a u g h t  l o n g  a g o  b y  t h e  a n c i e n t  

s a g e s , e r e  S a t v a ,  h a r m o n y ,  b a la n c c ,  p e a c e  a n d  p o w e r ,  c a n  m a n i f e s t  

i t s e l f .

T r u e  a g a in  t h a t  m a n y  m i s t a k e  t h e  l a z i n e s s  a n d  i n a c t i v i t y ,  t h o  i r r e s -  

p o n s iv e n e s s  a n d  s l u m b e r  o f  T a m a s  f o r  t h e  c a lm  a n d  p e a c e f u l  p o w e r  o f  

B k tn t;  t h o u g h  a  m o m e n t ' s  o p e n - e y e d  o b s e r v a t io n  w o u l d  d i s p e l  t h e  e r r o r ,

3



f o r  w h e r e  S a t v a  i s  d o m in a n t ,  t h e r e  e f f i c ie n c y ,  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  p e r f e c ­

t i o n  i n  a l l  a c t i o n ,  b o t h  w o r l d l y  a n d  n o n - w o r l d l y  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d .

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  a s e  f o r  a n y  o f  a s  t o  “  s t a n d  s t i l l  ”  a t  t i m e s .  

I n  t h a t  n o w  r a t h e r  n e g l e c t e d  b o o k ,  “  T h r o u g h  t h e  G a t e s  o f  G o l d , ”  

i t  i s  p o in t e d  o a t  t h a t  t h i s  s t a n d i n g  s t i l l  a m id  a l l  t h a  r u s h  a n d  t u r m o i l  

o f  l i f e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  w h i c h  m a n  m a s t  d o  i f  h e  w o u ld  s e e k  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

d i v i n e r  l i f e .  A n d  t h i s  s t a n d i n g  s t i l l  m e a n s  t h e  s t e a d y - e y e d  c o n t e m p l a ­

t i o n  o f  t h e  l i f e  a r o u n d  u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  o w n ' o u t g o i n g  a c t i v i t y  a n d  a  d e ­

l ib e r a t e ,  c a lm ,  u n f l i n c h i n g  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  i t s  v a l u e  in  t e r m s  o f  “  r e a l  s a t i s ­

f a c t i o n .”  T h a t  i s  a s  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  s e n s e  o f  l a s t i n g  p e a c e  a n d  s a t i s ­

f a c t io n  w h i c h  w e  f in d  t o  r e m a in  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  a t  s u c h  m o m e n t s  a s  t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  o n r  a c t i v i t y  a n d  e f f o r t .  M a n  m u s t  j a d g e  in  s u c h  m o m e n t s  n o t  

b y  a n y  c o n v e n t io n a l  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  n o t  b y  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  r e ­

l i g i o n  o r  t h e  t e x t s  o f  a  c o p y  b o o k ,  s t i l l  l e s s  b y  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  c n r r e n t  

a r o u n d  h im  a m o n g  h i s  a s s o c ia t e s ,  b u t  w h o l l y  a n d  s o l e l y  b y  t h e  c o n ­

s c io u s n e s s ,  a s  h e  a c t u a l l y  f in d s  i t ,  in  h i s  o w n  h e a r t ,  w h e n  t h u s  h e  s t a n d s  

s t i l l  a m id  l i f e  a n d  q u e s t io n s  t h o  d i v i n e  d e p t h s  w i t h i n  h im .

A n d  w h a t  i f  h e  f in d  b u t  l i t t l e  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h e r e  ? S h a l l  h e  s e e k  

a  m o n a s t e r y  o r  r u n  a w a y  t o  a  j u n g l e  ? N o t  s o  w i l l  h e  f in d  g r e a t e r  p e a c e  

o r  k e e n e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  B a t h e r  l e t  h i m  w o r k  o n ,  a s  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  a s  

e v e r ,  b n t  w i t h  a  n e w  m o t iv e  : t o  q u i c k e n  a n d  s i i m n l a t e  t h e  d i v i n e  l i f e  

w i t h i n  h im  b y  c l e a r i n g  a w a y  t h e  b a r r ie r s  a n d  o b s t a c l e s ,  b a i l t  o f  s e l f i s h ­

n e s s  in  a n y  o f  i t s  i n n u m e r a b le  f o r m s ,  r a i s e d  b y  p a s s i o n s ,  d e s ir e B  a n d  a l l  

t h e  d e f e c t s  a n d  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  h i s  n a t u r e  w h i c h  i m p e d e  a n d  d i m  t h e  

s h i n i n g  f o r t h  o f  t h a t  l i f e .  A n d  f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  t a s k ,  t h e  a c t i v e  l i f e  o f  t h e  

w o r ld  i s  t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  f i t t i n g  f i e ld .

B u t  n o t  o n c e  o n l y  m u s t  h e  t h u s * “  s t a n d  s t i l l ”  i n  h i m s e l f .  D a i l y ,  n a y  

m a n y  t i m e s  a  d a y  l e t  h i m  t h u s  c o m m a n d  s i l e n c e ,  a n d  s t a n d  s t i l l  b e f o r e  

h i s  o w n  h e a r t ,  j u d g i n g  h i s  l i f e  a n d  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  a l l  h e  d o e s  in  t h e  l i g h t  

t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e n c e .  S l o w l y  a n d  b y  d e g r e e s ,  t h i s  w i l l  g r o w  i n t o  h i s  

h a b i t a a l  a t t i t u d e ,  f in d  l i e  w i l l  f in d  h i m s e l f  s t a n d i n g  a s  i t  w e r e  s t i l l ,  c a l m  

a n d  p e a c e f u l  a m id  a l l  t h e  t o i l  a n d  m o i l  o f  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  l i f e ,  t i l l  g r a ­

d u a l l y  i t  lo s e s  a l l  h o ld ,  a l l  a t t r a c t i n g ,  b i n d i n g  p o w e r  u p o n  h im  a n d  b e  

s t a n d s  f r e e  a n d  e r e c t  a m id  i t s  s a r g i n g  w a v e s .

A h ,  h o w  s i m p l e  i t  a l l  s o u n d s  in  w o r d s  ; b a t  a la s  ! h o w  i n f i n i t e l y  d i f ­

f i c u l t  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  perfectly !
I f  s o  d i f f i c u l t  w h y  t h e n  a t t e m p t  t h e  t a s k  ? B e c a u s e  you must. N o n e  

i s  d r a w n  t o  m a k e  t h e  a t t e m p t  u n t i l  w i t h i n  h im  t h e  s o u l  s t i r s  a n d  q u i c k ­

e n s ,  s e e k i n g  t h e  r e a l  l i f e  b e h in d  t h e s e  s h a d o w s  ; a n d  h e a v y  i n d e e d  i s  

t h e  f a t e  o f  h im  w h o  lm u g s  b a c k  w h e n  o n c e  h i s  e a r  h a s  c a n g h t  t h e  s u m ­

m o n s .  F o r  t o  h im  c o m e s  s a t i e t y  w i t h  i t s  g r i s l y  e m p t i n e s s ,  w e a r i n e s s  o f  

h e a r t ,  s i c k n e s s  o f  s o u l  a n d  u t t e r  d i s g u s t .  A n d  w h e n  h e  t u r n s  t o  s e e k  

t h e  h e i g h t  w i t h in ,  b e h o ld  h is  o w n  c h o ic e  h a s  m a d e  t h e  r o a d  y e t  h a r d e r  

f o r  h i s  f e e t  t o  t r a v e l .

F a i l u r e ,  s t u m b l i n g s  a n d  m a n y  a  f a l l  a l l  a r e  s u r e  t o  e n c o a n t e r  w h o  

s e e k  t o  t r e a d  t h e  p a t h  ; b u t  n o n e  i s  m o r e  t o  b e  p i t i e d  t h a n  h e  w h o  t u r n s



back f r o m  t b e  e f f o r t  o r  w h o  h a r k e n s  n o t  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  v o i c e  w i t h i n  w h e n  

once i t s  a c c e n t s  h a v e  r e a c h e d  h i s  e a r s .

T
H E  t h i r d  d i v i s i o n  o f  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  w e  f in d  m e n t io n e d  in  t h o  

B h a g a v a d  G i t d  i s  m e t  w i t h  i n  t h e  4 2 n d  v e r s e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  c h a p t e r .

T h e  o r g a n s  ( i n d r i y a s )  a r e  h i g h e r  (para) ;  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  o r g a n s  i s  t h e  

m a n a s ; h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  m a n a s  i s  t h e  b u d d h i  ; w b a t  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  

b u d d h i i s  t h e  A t m a n  ( P u r u s h a ) ,  4 2 ,  I I I .  T h i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p ­

in g  o f  fche p r i n c i p l e s  m e n t i o n e d  in  t h e  s e v e n t h  c h a p t e r ,  a n d  t r e a t e d  

b efore . T h e  o r g a n s  h e r e  a r e  t h e  f iv e  p o w e r s  o f  s e n s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  f i v e  

p o w e r s  o f  a c t i o n ,  n o t  t h e  g r o s s  o r g a n s  o f  a c t i o n .  T h e  in d r i y a s ,  s a y s  t l i o  

v e rse , a r e  h i g h e r .  T h i s  e v i d e n t l y  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  o u  t h i s  

s id e  t h e  i n d r i y a s  t h a n  w h ic h  t h e y  a r e  h i g h e r .  T h a t  s o m e t h i n g  c a n  b e  

n o t h in g  b n t  t h e  svartlpa w i t h  i t s  g r o s s  c o v e r in g .  T h e  w o r d  “  h i g h e r ,y> i n  

th e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b o v e  v e r s e ,  s t a u d s  f o r  t b e  S a n s k r i t  para. N o w  t h e  

g r e a t  c o m m e n t a t o r ,  S r i  S a n k a r a c h a r y a ,  g i v e s  a  p e c u l i a r  c o n n o t a t io n  

to  t h i s  w o r d ,  b o t h  h e r e ,  a n d  in  h i s  c o m m e n t a r y  o f  v e r s e s  10t.h a n d  l l t h  

of t h e  3 r d  V a l l i  o f  t h e  K a t l i o p a n i s h a d .  H e  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  i n d r i y a s  a r e  

h ig h e r  t h a n  t h e  g r o s s  b o d y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  s u b t i l e ,  s t a n d  in s i d e ,  

p e r v a d e  t b e m ,  e t c .  A n a n d a g i r i ,  t h e  g l o s s a t o r  o f  S a n k a r a ’s  c o m m e n t a r y ,  

s a y s  “  b y  t h e  w o r d  ‘e J c .’ i s  t o  b e  t a k e n  causality, etc.”
I n  t h e  c o m m e n t a r y  o f  v e r s e s  1 0 t h  a n d  l l t h  o f  t h e  3 r d  V a l l i  o f  t h e  

Bame U p a n i s h a d  w e  f in d  t h e  g r e a t  c o m m e n t a t o r  s a y i n g :—

* T h o  in d r i y a s  a r e  ( h e r e )  t h e  g r o s s  ( o b j e c t s )  ; t h o s e  t h a t  g i v e  b i r t h  

to  t h e s e  t h e i r  e f f e c t s ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a n i f e s t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a r e  t h e  

arthas ( r e a l  o b j e c t s )  higher t h a n  t h e m — (i. e . )  subtile, large a n d  individu­
alizing s e l v e s T h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  w o r d  para ( h i g h e r ) ,  t h e n ,  i s  subtilej la r g e ,  

and i n d i v i d u a l i z i n g  s e l f  ; a n d  i t  i s  a l s o  in d i c a t e d  in  t h e  a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n  

th a t  t h e  h i g h e r  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  l o w e r  o n e s .  W e  le a r n  

th u s  f r o m  t h e  G i t a  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  s e n s a t i o n  a n d  a c t io n  a r e  s u b t l e r  

th an  t h e  g r o s s  a p p e a r a n c e s  o f  t b e  u n i v e r s e  ; t h e y  g i v e  b i r t h  t o  t h e m  a s  

th e ir  e f f e c t s  ; t h e y  s u s t a i n  t h e m  ; t h e y  p e r v a d e  t h e m ,  a n d  a r e  in s i d e  t h e m .  

T h is  in  f a c t  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  h i g h e r  p r i n c i p l e  t o  t h e  

im m e d ia t e ly  lo w e r .  T h i s  v e r s e  t o l l s  u s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y  in  a  t a b u l a r

A  W a y f a r e r .
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P e r v a d i n g ,  l i v i n g  i n -  
R id e, i h e  i n d i v i d u a l i z i n g  
s e l v e s — .c a u s e s  o f  N o .  S  a n d  
h e n c e  o f  2 a n d  1 a l s o .

D o .  o f  N o .  4" |
a n d  t h e r e f o r e  o f  J- A ' ( m a n  o r  P u r u s h a .  V .

a l l .  J

N o w  w h a t  i s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r d  m a n a s  h e r e .  I t  d o e s  n o t  m e a n  

t h c  p r in c ip l e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  (A h a n k & r a ) .  S r i  S a n k a r a  d e f in e s  i t  a s  t h e  

p r in c ip le  o f  i d e a t i o n — t h a t  w h ic h  m a k e s  a n d  u n m a k e s  t h e  i d e a l  m o u l d s  

o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v o  u n i v e r s e  (Sankalpa Vikalpdlma), T h i s  i s  t h e  l o w e r  

m a n a s  o f  t h e  S & n k h y a s ,  o t h e r w i s e  k n o w n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  e l e v e n  i n d r i y a s  o f  

t h a t  s c h o o l  o f  p h i l o s o p h y .  T h a t  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  w o r d  b u d d h i  h e r e  

r o u s t  b e  t a k e n  t o  s t a n d  f o r  b o t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of Mahat tatva a n d  AhanleAra. 
I t  m i g h t  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  h e r e  a s  t h e  individualizing will to know and w ill 
to be, o r ,  s h o r t l y ,  individual will. T h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  a p p e a r s  f r o m  

t h e  p r e c e d i n g  v e r s e s  o f  t h e  B h a g a v a d  G it& . S r i  K r i s h n a  w i s h e s  A r j u n a  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  K a m a r u p a ,  o r  d e s i r e ,  a c t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r s  

o f  s e n s a t i o n ,  a c t io n ,  i d e a t i o n  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  l e a d s  t h e  P u r u s h a  t o  

a c t  v i c i o u s l y  ( v e r s e s  3 9  a n d  4 0  o f  c h a p .  I I I ) .  S a y s  h e :—

“ O  A r j u n a ,  t h i s  d e s i r e  ( K a m a r u p a ) ,  e v e r  t h e  e n e m y  o f  t h e  

w i s e ,  n e v e r  f u l f i l l e d ,  n e v e r  s a t i s f i e d — c o v c r s  a w a y  h i s  w i s d o m . ”  3 9 ,  I I I .

“  I t  l i v e s  i n  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  a c t io n  a n d  s e n s a t i o n  ( i n d r i y a s ) ,  i d e a t i o n  

( m a n a s )  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  ( b u d d h i ) .  H a v i n g  c o v e r e d  a w a y  w i s d o m ,  

i t  m a k e s  t h e  P u r u s h a  f o r g e t  ( t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l i f e ) . ”  4 0 ,  I I I .

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  ( B u d d h y a h a p k & r a )  p e r s i s t s  i n  t h e  m a i n t a i n i n g  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  t h e  m a n a s  g o e s  o n  i d e a t i n g ,  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  s e n s a t i o n  

s e n s e  o n ,  a n d  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  a c t io n  n e v e r  c e a s e  t o  a c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

v e r y  l a w s  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g .  S o  f a r  i t  i s  a l l  r i g h t .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  

m u s t  g o  o n  in  o r d e r  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  p u r p o s o  o f  l i f e — t h e  a t t a i n ­

m e n t  o f  M o k s h a  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  

o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a l  w o r ld .  T h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e a a l  

w o r ld ,  f r o m  t h e  g r o s s  a p p e a r a n c e s  u p  t o  t h e  b u d d h i ,  m u s t  p r e c e d e  t h e  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  o m n i s c i e n t  w i s d o m ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  M o k s h a ,  b y  t h e  

m o n a d .  B u t  w h a t  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  c h e c k s  t h i s  o n w a r d  m a r c h  o f  t h e  

P u r u s h a  ? D e s i r e ,  s a y s  S r i  K r i s h n a  T h e r e  i s  a  v e r y  n a r r o w  w a y  

b e t w e e n  t h e  b i r t h  o f  d e s i r e  a n d  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  w i s d o m .  I n  t h e  

w o r d s  o f  t h e  K a t h o p a n i s h a d  i t  i s  a s  f in e  a n d  s h a r p  a s  t h e  o d g e  o f  a  

r a z o r  ; i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p a s s  o n .  B n t  f o r  c o n s t a n t  w a t c h  a n d  e ff i­

c i e n t  g u i d a n c e  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t o w a r d s  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  

p i t  o f  d e s i r e .  C o n s c i o u s n e s s  c o m in g ,  a s  i t  m u s t ,  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  

g r o s s  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  i s ,  s o  t o  s a y ,  f o r  t h e  t i m e  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  

t h o s o  a p p e a r a n c e s .  B y  t h e  w o r k in g  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s a l  l a w  o f  h a b i t u a t i o n  

( V a s a u A )  t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  b e c o m e  p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  s e l f .  T h e n  

c o m e s  in  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  w h i c h  h a b i t s  o f  t h e  m in d  a l w a y  o f f e r  t o  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  t h e r e i n  o f  n e w  k n o w l e d g e .  T h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  n e w  k n o w l ­

e d g e ,  a n d  t h e  t e u d e u c y  t o  s t i c k  t o  w h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  f a m i l i a r ,  i s  d e s i r e .

B u d d h i .  iy.



' Anyadeva sreyah anyad uta preyah,' says tbe Kathopanishad.
* The good is something else, and tbe pleasing something else.' Tbe 
tendency to stick by habit to wbat has already been gained is pleasing. 
This in fact is tbe feeling of pleasure. The contrary tendency to leave 
behind wbat has already been gained, and gain more and more know­
ledge is the good. The former tendency is the mother of desire. The latter 
leads to the attainment of wisdom. Evidently the former tendency is 
mimical to the latter. In tbe words of the Bhagavad Git&,

* D esir e  i s  th e  e n e m y  o f  th e  w is e .'

This, however, later. What we have now to see is whether the 
principles of the universe and of man, mentioned in the Bhagavad Gft&, 
have been shown to be reat and not imaginary. The following is a 
tabular view of all the three divisions of these principles met with in 
the Bhagavad Gita.

III.
X tm an*

Buddhi.
Manas. 
Indriyas. 
Tar.matras. 
Svarflpa, 
Sthufo.

The reality of the seven principles is shown by ordinary analysis as 
stated in the first and second articles on the subject. The world that 
we have before ns mnst have all these principles behind to explain its 
appearance. It is a matter of ordinary observation that every gross 
material on the face of onr earth passes through five states—the solid, 
the liquid, the igneous, the gaseous and the Ak&sic. The mast ordinary 
e x p e r i m e n t  by the help e# which this phenomenon cm be studied, in 
available in the most ordinary substance, water.,. Water ia known in 
the solid state as iee. Its ordinary state is liquid. As you begin to 
heat it, you have steam, which is moce rarefied th$a liquid, but which is 
not yet gas proper. This is the igneous state of water, the state of 
visible gas* Higher up is that state of water-vapour, w h i c h  is pure gas. 
Higher up i s  the A k & s ic  state or the state of entire D&tency of the phy­
sical state of any substance. Take any substance in its solid state. 
Heat it. With the entrance of a certain amount of heat, which varies 
with every substance, the state of its solidity becomes latetrt; add more 
heat and its liquidity alBO Becomes latent, and you have thw same sub­
stance as steam, that is, in its igneous state. Heat it still more, aud ffce 
stsam disappears. The substance has passed into1 the purely gaseona 
state. If this be h e a t e d  sufficiently it will entirely pass out of the 
gaseous state. But such a degree of heat is perhaps impossible to ob­
ta in  on t h i s  p l a n e t .  The p h e a o m e n o o  o f  l a t e n t  heat i s  h o w e v e r  suffici*

I
1 . Purusha-prakriti or 

Porushottam a.
1.

2 . Buddhi f 2 .3. Ahankara j
4. Manas and lndriyas.1!I
5. Tanm&tras. u

16 . Svarftpa.
7. Sthftla. f

IT.
rurusbottama. i.

Akshara Purosha. 2.
3.
4.

Kshara Puruslia. f 5.
-> 6 .

U -



e n t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a  t h i n g  a s  t h e  A k a s i c  s t a t e  o f  a l l  t h e  

f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  m a t e r ia l  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e -

T h i s  i s  p la in  e n o u g h .  B a t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  d f  s h o w i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  

t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t b e  p r i n c i p l e s  e m b o d ie d  in  t h e  a b o v e  q u o t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

B h a g a v a d  G it& , t h e  y e t  p l a i n e r  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  m a t t e r  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  a t  l e a s t  

t h r e e  s t a t e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .  T h a t  a  c e r t a i n  e l e m e n t  o r  c o m p o u n d  

s u b s t a n c e  i s  c a p a b le  o f  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  m o r e  s t a t e s  t h a n  o n e ,  m e a n s  t h a t  

t h a t  e l e m e n t  o r  s u b s t a n c e  i s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  a s  m a n y  f o r c e s  r e m a i n i n g  t h e r e ­

in  i n  t h e  l a t e n t  o r  p o t e n t  s t a t e ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  b e ,  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g .  

C o ld  i s  r e a l l y  n e g a t i v e  h e a t .  I t  i s  n o t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  i t s  n a t u r e .  T h a t  a n y ­

t h i n g  i s  c a p a b le  o f  r e c e i v i n g  h e a t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  f o r c e  i n t o  i t s e l f ,  m e a n s  

t h a t  i t  i s  in  a  n e g a t i v e  c o n d i t io n  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  s o u r c e  o f  

h e a t  o r  o t h e r  f o r c e .  I u  o t h e r  w o r d s  t h a t  f o r c e  i s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  i n  

t h e  s u b s t a n c e  a l t h o u g h  i n  i t s  n e g a t i v e  p h a s e .  T h e r e  i s  o n ly  a  d i f f e r ­

e n c e  o f  d e g r e e  b e t w e e n  p o w e r  a n d  c a p a c i t y .  E v e r y  f o r c e  e x i s t s  e v e r y ­

w h e r e  in  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s .  I n  s o m e  p la c e s  i t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  a s  p o w e r ,  

i n  o t h e r s  a s  c a p a c i t y .  H e n c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e v e r y  c h e m i c a l  s u b ­

s t a n c e  h a s  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  i n  m o r e  

s t a t e s  t h a n  o n e ,  g o e s  d i s t i n c t l y  t o  s h o w  t h a t  e v e r y  g r o s s  c h e m i c a l  

s u b s t a n c e  i s  r e a l l y  a  c o m p o u n d  o f  a s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  m a t e r i a l  s t a t e s ,  o r  

w e  m a y  s a y  f o r c e s ,  f o r  f o r c e  i s  r e a l l y  o n l y  a  s t a t e  o f  m a t t e r ,  i n  a  h i g h e r  

c o n d i t i o n .  H e n c e  i s  e v e r y  c h e m i c a l  e l e m e n t  r e a l l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  f i v e  

t a n m a 't r a ' s — S a b d a t a n m i t r i ,  t h e  s o n i f e r o u s  e t h e r ; S p a r s a - t a n m a t r & , t h e  

t a n g i f e r o i i s  e t h e r ; R A p a - t a n m a t r a , t h e  l u m i n i f e r o u s  e t h e r ; R a s a - t a n m a t r a  

t h e  g u s t i f e r o u s  e t h e r ,  G a n d h a -ta n m & tr & , o d o r i f e r o u s  e t h e r .  E v e r y  c h e m i ­

c a l  a t o m  i s  a  c o m p o u n d  o f  f iv e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  e t h e r e a l  m i n i m a  i n  v a r y ­

i n g  p r o p o r t io n s *

W e  le a r n  t h e n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r u t h s  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  

t h e  B h a g a v a d  GltHt.

1. T h e  g r o s s  b o d y  o f  m a n  a s  w e  s e e  i t ,  m u s t  h a v e ,  a n d  h a s ,  b e h i n d  

i t ,  a  s u b t i l e  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  Svarupa or s o t n e t i m e s  a s  t h e  

L i n g a  s a r ir a ,  t b e  a s t r a l  b o d y ,  t h e  s u b t i l e  b o d y ,  A c .

2. T h i s  s u b t i l e  b o d y  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  f iv e  t a n m a t r a s  a n d  t e n  in d i  i y a s ,

i. e.t f iv e  e t h e r s  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t a l  a p p e a r a n c e s .

3 .  T h e  m o u ld  w h i c h  i s  s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e s e  t a n m a t r a s  a n d  i n d r i y a s  

in w h ic l i  t h e  Svarupa i s  c a s t ,  c o m e s  f r o m  m a u a s ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  i d e a ­

t i o n ,  t h e  e l e v e n t h  i n d r i y a  o f  t h e  S a n k h y a s .

4 .  T h e  p o w e r  w h i c h  s e t s  t h e  i d e a t i n g  a g e n c y  ( m a n a s )  in t o  m o t io n  

i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l ,  Buddhyahankdra. I t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  c u s t o m a r y  t o  

s p e a k  o f  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  a l s o  a s  t h e  i n d r i y a s  a n d  t h u s  r a isQ  t b e  

n u m b e r  o f  o r g a n s  ( i n d r i y a s )  t o  t h i r t e e n .  W h e n  t h i s  i s  d o n e ,  t h e  

P u r u s h a ,  a lo n e  ( t h e  c o n s c i o u s  e n t i t y )  i s  s p o k e n  o f  a s  t h e  s p i r i t .  T h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  A k s h a r a  P u r u s h a ,

5 . T h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  m a n  c o n s i s t  i n  t h e  c h a n g i n g  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  id e a t i o n  ( m a n a s )  a n d  t h e  l o w e r  p r in c ip le s *  T h e  Budhya-



hankdra o r  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  p r e s e r v e s  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  f o r c e s  

for f u t u r e  e v o l u t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  b y  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T b e  Budhyahankdra, 
th e r e fo r e ,  i s  t h e  im m o r t a l  6o u l  o f  m a n .  I t  r e a l l y  c r e a t e s  t h e  l o w e r  

o r in c ip le s  a n d  b o d ie s ,  a n d  c a n  e x i s t  w i t h o n t  t h e m .  T h e  Budhyahankdra 
( in d iv id u a l  w i l l )  i s  c a l l e d  im m o r t a l  b e c a u s e  i t  a c c o m p a n ie s  t b e  P u r u s h a  

in  a l l  i t s  p i l g r i m a g e s  n p  t o  N ir v & n a , w h e n  i t  r e a l l y  e x p a n d s  i n t o  o m n i ­

s c ie n c e  a n d  o r a m ip o t e n c e ,  a n d  t h u s  h a v i n g  l e f t  n o  p u r p o s e  f o r  f u r t h e r  

a c t io n  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  s t i l l ,  a n d  l e a v e s  t h e  P u r u s h a  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  c o n n e c ­

tio n  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  P r a k r i t i .

R am a  P r a s a d .

THE TELEPHONE.
A n  O b j e c t  L e s s o n  o n  P r a t e r .

M
A N  h a s ,  b y  p a t i e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , -  d i s c o v e r e d  m a n y  o f  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  

s c i e n c e  ; a n d  a m o n g  t h e s e  w o n d r o u s  f o r c e s  o f  N a t u r e  w h ic h  h e  h a s  

le a r n e d  t o  c o n t r o l ,  n o n e  a r e  r e n d e r i n g  m o t e  e f f i c ie n t  s e r v i c e  t o  h u m a n i t y  

th a n  t h e  m a r v e l lo u s  e l e c t r i c  s y s t e m ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h ic h  d i s t a n t  p e o p le s  

are u n i t e d  in  o n e  g r e a t  c i r c u i t  o f  s w i f t  a n d  c e r t a i n  c o m m u n ic a t io n .

T b e  p o p u la r  t e l e p h o n e ,  o n l y  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  m i g h t y  e n e r g y ,  h a s  

a lr e a d y  b e c o m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  d o m e s t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a l m o s t  i n d i s p e n s ­

a b le  t o  o n r  d a i l y  b u s i n e s s .  A n d  b y  m e a n s  o f  t b e  p r i v a t e  w i r e ,  e v e r y  

h o u s e h o ld  in  o n r  c i t i e s  m a y  n o w  j o i n  i n  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  im m e d i a t e  i n t e r ­

c o u r s e  w i t h  i t s  d i s t a n t  f r i e n d s .  I n d e e d ,  s o  f a m i l i a r  h a v e  w e  a l l  b e c o m e  

w it h  t b i s  t r u s t y  m e s s e n g e r ,  t h a t  w e  c a n  h a r d l y  r e a l i s e  t h a t  i t  i s  s c a r c e l y  

t w e n t y  y e a r s  s i n c e  i t  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d .

Y e t ,  i t s  v e r y  s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  e f f i c ie n c y  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  c a r e f u l  

o b s e r v a n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  w e l l  d e f in e d  c o n d i t i o n s  : — F i r s t ,  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  t h e  

c o n d u c t in g  w ir e ,  s t r e t c h e d  o r  l a i d  d o w n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o i n t s  o f  c o m m u n i ­

c a t io n ,  a n d  p e r f e c t l y  i n s u l a t e d  f r o m  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n y  o t h e r  c o n d u c t o r .  

N e x t ,  e a c h  e n d  o f  t h e  w i r e  m u s t  b e  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  a  c o r r e c t l y  a d j u s t e d  

in s t r u m e n t  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  a n d  t r a n s m i t t i n g  ; a n d  t h e s e  m u s t  n g a in  b e  

a c t a a t e d  a t  e a c h  t e r m i n u s ,  b y  a  s m a l l  b a t t e r y ,  t h e  p o l e s  o f  w h i c h  m n s ^  

b e  s o  c o n n e c t e d  a s  t o  fo r m  a  c o m p l e t e  c i r c u i t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  l in e  w ir e ,  t h e  

in s t r u m e n t s ,  a n d  a  r e t u r n  o r  e a r t h - w i r e .

I n  a d j u s t i n g  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e e  t h a t  e v e r y  p o i n t  o f ,  

m e t a l l i c  c o n t a c t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a n  a n d  c lo s e .  T h e s e  s u r f a c e s  m u s t  b e  

p o l i s h e d  w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e ,  f o r  a n y  d i r t  o r  c o r r o s io n  b e t w e e n  t h e m  w i l l  

m o s t  e f f e c t u a l l y  c u t  o f f  a l l  c o m m u n ic a t io n .  A n y  d e f e c t  i n  t h e  i n s u l a t i o n  

o f  t h e  w i r e ,  o r  t h e  c o n t a c t  o f  c r o s s - w i r e s  o r  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n ,  w i l l  

e i t h e r  r u p t u r e  t h e  c u r r e n t ,  d e f le c t  t h e  m e s s a g e ,  o r  m a k e  a  s h o r t  c i r c u i t  

th r o u g h  t h e  e a r t h  w i t h o u t  r a n c h in g  t h e  d i s t a n t  r e c e iv e r .

W h e n  t h e s e  f e w  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  m a i n t a i n e d ,  i t  i s  r e a l l y  

w o n d e r fu l  h o w  e a s y  i t  i s  t o  c o n v e r s e  w i t h  d i s t a n t  f r i e n d s ,  t o  r e c o g n i s e  

th e  t o n e s  o f  t h e i r  v o i c e s ,  a u d  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a b s e n t  a r e  f o r  t t j e  m o m  p u t  i 

p r e s e p t  c l o s e  b e s id e  u s .



A s  d i s t u r b i n g  n o i s e s  o f t e n  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  h e a r  t h r o u g h  th e  

t e l e p h o n e ,  i t  i s  n o w  q u i t e  c u s t o m a r y  f o r  b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  t o  e n o l o s e  th e ir  

i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  a  l i t t l e  c l o s e t  o r  o f f ic e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  h e a r  

d i s t i n c t l y ,  a n d  t o  s p e a k  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n .

A  t e l e p h o n e  o p e r a t o r ,  b y  u s i n g  a  p a ir  o f  t e r m i n a l s ,  c a n  c l o s e  h i s  e a r s  

t o  e v e r y  o t h e r  s o u n d ,  a n d  t h e n  h e a r  d i s t i n c t l y  e v e n  t h e  f a i n t e s t  w h is p e r  

f r o m  h i s  w ir e .

A  s y s t e m  o f  t e l e p h o n i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  m a n  

h a s  o n l y  j u s t  d e v e l o p e d ,  h a s  b e e n  in  o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  H e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h  

e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  p r a y e r  b r e a t h e d  b y  m a n  w a s  h e a r d  a n d  a n s w e r e d  b y  

h i s  F a t h e r — G o d .

T h e  b u r e a u  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  o p e n  f r e e  t o  a l l ,  a n d  

e v e r y  a p p l i c a n t  c a n  h a v e  w i t h o u t  c o s t ,  h i s  o w n  p r i v a t e  w ir e  a n d  in s tr u *  

m e n t  d i r e c t l y  a t t a c h e d ,  s i m p l y  b y  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s .  

Y e t ,  s t r a n g e  t o  s a y ,  s u c h  a d v a n t a g e s ,  s o  g e n e r o u s l y  o f f e r e d ,  h a v e  b e e n  

b u t  r a r e l y  e x e r c i s e d .

S o m e  o f  t h o s e  f o r  w h o s e  s p e c i a l  b e n e f i t  i t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e v e n  g o  

s o  f a r  a s  t o  d e n y  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n y  s n c h  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  

w h i l e  m a n y  o t h e r s  w i l l  n o t  t r o u b le  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  l e a r n  h o w  t o  u s e  i t  

e f f e c t i v e l y .

M a n y  f a i l u r e s  c o n s t a n t l y  o c c u r ,  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  i g n o r a n c e ,  c o n ­

c e i t  o r  n e g l e c t ;  b n t  w h e n  o n c e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  f u l ­

f i l l e d ,  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  in t e r c o u r s e  w i l l  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  f lo w  f r o m  G o d ,  

t o  g u i d e ,  i n s t r u c t  a n d  c o m f o r t  m a n .

O u r  c o n n e c t i n g  w ir e  i s  t b a t  w o n d r o u s  c o r d  o f  L o v e ,  s t r e t c h e d

b e t w e e n  H e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h  b y  C h r i s t ,  w h e n  H e  m a d e  t h e  a t o n e - m e n t

b e t w e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n .*

I t s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  e n d u r a n c e  h a v e  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  t e s t e d ,  a n d  a  w e l l -  

k n o w n  e x p e r t  l i a s  g i v e n  h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e  in  t h e s e  w o r d s

“  F o r  1 a m  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  d e a t h  n o r  l i f e  ; n o r  a n g e l s ,  n o r  

p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  n o r  p o t v e r s ; n o r  t h i n g s  p r e s e n t ,  n o r  t h i n g s  t o  c o m e ; 

n o r  h e i g h t ,  n o r  d e p t h ,  n o r  a n y  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e ,  s h a l l  b e  a b le  t o  s e p a r a t e  

u s  f r o m  t h e  L o v e  o f  G o d  w h ic h  i s  in  C h r i s t  J e s u s  o u r  L o r d .”

T h e  i n s u l a t i o n  o f  o u r  e n d  o f  t h i s  w ir e  i s  t o  b e  o u r  s p e c i a l  c a r e ,  a n d

t o  a v o id  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a  “  s h o r t  c i r c u i t  ”  w e  m u s t  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s

c a r e f u l  ly  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  a l l  c r o s s - w i r e s ,  o r  o t h e r  i n t e r v e n i n g  o b j e c t s .  

T h a t  is ,  i f  w e  w o u ld  u s e  t h i s  m e a n s  o f  a p p r o a c h  t o  ‘ o u r  F a t h e r  i n  

H e a v e n , ’ w e  m u s t  f i r s t  s e e  th a t , a l l  s e l f i s h  d e s i r e s  a n d  d i s t u r b i n g  t h o u g h t s  

a r e  c a r e f u l l y  s h u t  o u t ,  a n d  a l l  o p p o s i n g  i n t e r e s t s  e f f e c t u a l l y  c u t  o ff .

W e  m u s t  l o o k  w e l l  t o  o u r  41 p o in t s  ”  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  c o n t a c t s  a r e  

c l o s e  a n d  c l e a n .

P e r f e c t  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  t r u s t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  a  p e r f e c t  

c o n t a c t ,  a n d  p u r i t y  o f  h e a r t  a n d  p u r p o s e  w i l l  a lo n e  p r e s e r v e  i t  f r o m  

c o r r o s io n .

* O ther Masters and Avat&ras had, we think, previously taught the same ĵ reat 
lesson and showed how to establish the same connection.—BJd. note*



T h e  ‘ e n e r g y  o f  t h e  W i l l ’ i s  t h e  b a t t e r y  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  t o  s u p p l y  

a n d  k e e p  i n  w o r k i n g  o r d e r  a t  o u r  e n d  o f  t h e  l i n e .  I t  m u s t  b e  s t e a d y  

a n d  e a r n e s t ,  r e s o l u t e  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t ,  s t r o n g  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  ; a n d  m o r e  

t h a n  a l l ,  i t  m u s t  b e  in  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  D i v i n e  W i l l  w h ic h  s u p p l i e s  t h e  

g r e a t  w o r k i n g  p o w e r  a t  t h e  d i s t a n t  e n d .

T o  s e c u r e  t h i s  p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y ,  i t  i s  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  

t h e  p o le s  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  a r e  c o r r e c t l y  c o n p le d  t o  t h e  c o n n e c t i n g  w i r e s .  

T h e  p o s i t i v e ,  e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  D i v i n e ,  m u s t  j o i n  u p  t o  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

i n  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  a g a in  t h e  p o s i t i v e  in  o u r  o w n  w i l l s  m u s t  c o n n e c t  w i t h  

t h e  e a r t h - w i r e ,  a u d  t h r o u g h  t h a t  a g a iu  w i t h  t h e  D i v i n e .

I f  j o i n e d Ain  t h i s  o r d e r ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  w i l l  f lo w  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t io n ,  

i n  i t s  p r o p e r  c o u r s e ,  f r o m  G o d  t o  u s ,  t h r o u g h  u s  a g a i n  t o  o u r  f e l l o w -  

m e o ,  a n d  t h u s  i t  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  G o d .

T b e  g r e a t  s e c r e t  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e r c o u r s e  l i e s  in  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  

a  p r o p e r  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  b a t t e r y  o f  t h e  W i l l .  W h i l e  o n r  t h o u g h t s  a r e  

a c t i v e  a n d  p o s i t i v e  t o w a r d  G o d ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  c a n n o t  e n t e r ;  b u t  w h e n  

o n r  m in d s  a r e  r e c e p t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e ,  t h e  d i v i n e  i n f lu e n c e  c a n  r e a c h  o u r  

i n m o s t  s o u l ,  a n d  t h e  w h i s p e r i n g  o f  t h e  h e a v e n l y  m e s s a g e  w i l l  b e  

d i s t i n c t l y  h e a r d .

B u t  a l a s ! o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  c a u s e s  o f  f a i l u r e  o c c n r s  r i g h t  

h e r e ,  f o r  h o w  o f t e n  w e  a t t e m p t  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  d i v i n e  o r d e r ,  a n d  j o i n  

o u r  p o s i t i v e  p o le  to  t h e  h e a v e n l y  l i n e  a n d  o u r  n e g a t i v e ,  t o  t h e  e a r t h .

F o r ,  in  o u r  p r a y e r s ,  s o m e  o f  u s  o f t t i m e s  p r e s u m e  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  

A l m i g h t y  F a t h e r ,  a n d  t o  d e s i r e  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  ( a n d  o f t e n  i m p o s s ib l e )  

f a v o u r  f o r  o u r s e l v e s ,  q u i t e  i g n o r i n g  o u r  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s  

w h o s e  n e e d s  a r e  o f t e n  m o r e  p r e s s i n g  t h a n  o u r  o w n .

T h u s ,  w h e n  t h e  p h a r a s e e  o f  t h e  p a r a b le  u s e s  t h e  p o s i t i v e  p o l e  a n d  

t h a n k s  G o d  t h a t  h e  i s  s o  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  o t h e r s ,  h i s  p r a y e r  p a s s e s  

n o t  b e y o n d  t h e  s o u n d  o f  h i s  v o i c e  ; w h i l e  t h e  p u b l i c a n ,  w h o  u s e s  t h e  

n e g a t i v e  p o le ,  s e n d s  h i s  c r y  t o  h e a v e n ,  w h e n c e  i t  i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  

a n s w e r e d  b y  a  m e s s a g e  o f  c o m f o r t  a n d  h e l p .

O f  e q u a l  im p o r t a n c e  w i t h  t b e  h e a v e n - l i n e ,  i s  t h e  e a r t h - w i r e — t h a t  

b o n d  o f  B r o t h e r l y  L o v e  w h i c h  w a s  i n s t i t u t e d  b y  C h r i s t  h i m s e l f .

T h e  o b l i g a t i o n  i t  i n v o l v e s ,  i n c l u d e s  m u t u a l  h e l p  a n d  s e r v ic e ,  p e r s o n ­

a l  d e v o t i o n ,  a n d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .

T h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  m o s t  e a r n e s t l y  e n f o r c e d  b y  

t h e  d i v i u e  T e a c h e r  in  H i s  f a m i l i a r  p r e c e p t s ,  H i s  p e e r l e s s  e x a m p l e  a n d  

H i s  o w n  f e a r l e s s  s a c r i f i c e .

O b s e r v e ,  t h a t  t h i s  w ir e  i s  n o t  t o  b e  i n s u l a t e d ,  b u t  i t  m u s t  m a k e  

c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  w o r ld  i n  w h ic h  w e  l i v e ,  s o  t h a t  a l l  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  

w h i c h  w e  r e c e i v e  m a y  f lo w  o u t  a g a i n  in  w o r k s  o f  c h a r i t y  a n d  lo v e .

T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  r o o m  l e f t  f o r  t h o u g h t  o f  s e l f  in  o u r  p r a y e r s ,  w h e n  

o n c e  w e  r e a l i s e  t b a t  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a n d  o u r  o b l i g a t i o n s  m u s t  m a k e  u s  

o n e  w i t h  G o d ’s  g r e a t  f a m i l y ,  e r e  t h e  l i n e  c a n  b e  o p e n  t o  u s  f o r  h e a v e n l y  

c o m m u n i o n .  F o r  t h e  M a s t e r  H i m s e l f  h a s  s a i d ,  “  F i r s t  b e  r e c o n c i l e d  t o  

t h y  b r o t h e r  a n d  t h e n  c o m e  a n d  o f f e r  t h y  g i f t . ”



T h i s  e a r t h  c o n n e c t io n  t h a s  c o n v e y s  t h e  c u r r e n t  b a c k  t o  i t s  s o u r c e ,  

a n d  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  b y  w h i c h  i t  c a u  r e t u r n ; t h e r e f o r e  o u r  d e v o t io n  

m n s t  b e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a c t io n ,  a n d  o n r  l o v e  in  l a b o u r .

E v e r y  t r i b u t e  o f  p r a i s e  o r  t h a n k s g i v i n g  w h i c h  w e  w o u ld  r e n d e r  a s  

o u r  h o m a g e  t o  h e a v e n ,  m u s t  b e  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  e a r t h ,  a n d  

i f  w e  w o u ld  s e e k  G o d  H i m s e l f ,  w e  s h a l l  m o s t  s u r e l y  f in d  H im  b y  m i n i s ­

t e r i n g  t o  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  o u r  s u f f e r i n g  b r e t h r e n .

T h e  t e l e p h o n e  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  t h e  receiver a n d  t h e  trans­
mitter ; a n d  a s  t h e  p e r f e c t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  c a r e f u l  m a in t e n a n c e  o f  t h i s  

p a r t  o f  t h e  a p p a r a t u s  e s  t o  b e  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  o u r  d a i l y  d u t y ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t ­

n e s s  w i t h  w h i c h  o a r  m e s s a g e s  a r e  h e a r d  w i l l  d e p e n d  e n t i r e l y  u p o n  

o u r s e lv e s .

T h e  t r a n s m i t t e r  w h ic h  w e  m n s t  a p p ly  i s  faith , a n d  t h e  r e c e i v e r  is  

patience.
V e r y  i m p l i c i t  d i r e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  fo r  o n r  g u i d a n c e  In  u s i n g  

a n d  a d j u s t i n g  a p p l i a n c e s  s o  d e l i c a t e l y  s e n s i t i v e  a n d  s o  h i g h l y  i m p o r t ­

a n t .

We a r e  c o m m a n d e d  to  “  A s k  in f a i t h , ”  a n d  t o  “  W a i t  in p a t i e n c e ” ; 

t o  s p e a k  b o l d l y  a n d  d i s t i n c t l y ,  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  o r  h e s i t a t i o n ,  a n d  w e  a r e  

a s s u r e d  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h a t  t h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  o u r  d e s i r e ,  

a n d  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  o u r  p r a y e r ,  w i l l  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  p u r i t y  a n d  intensity 
o f  the faith  w h i c h  w e  e m p l o y .

W h e n  a l l  o u r  a p p a r a t u s  i s  c o m p le t e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  t h e n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

o b e y  t h e  M a s t e r ’s  i n j u n c t i o n ,  “  E n t e r  i n t o  t h y  c l o s e t  a n d  s h u t  t h e  d o o r . ’’ 

A n d  h e r e ,  w e  m n s t  c lo s e  o u r  e a r s  w i t h  t h e  d o u b le  t e r m i n a l s — s e c r e c y  a n d  

s i l e n c e — a n d  w h e n  a l l  t u m u l t  i s  h u s h e d ,  a n d  a l l  f e v e r i s h  a n x i e t y  i s  

a l l a y e d ,  w e  s h a l l  p r e s e n t l y  h e a r  t h e  g e n t l e  w h i s p e r  o f  t h e  “ s t i l l  s m a l l  

v o i c e , ”  a n d  r e a l i s e  w i t h  u n s p e a k a b le  j o y ,  o u r  n e a r n e s s  t o  t h e  F a t h e r  

a n d  o u r  o n e n e s s  w i t h  H i m .

W h e n  t h r o n g h  t h i s  m e d iu m ,  w e  r e c o g n i s e  o u r  F a t h e r ’s  v o i c e  c a l l i n g  

u s  b y  n a m e ,  w e  s h a l l  i n s t a n t l y  lo s e  a l l  t h o u g h t  o f  s e l f  in  a n  e a r n e s t  

d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  H i s  w i l l ,  t o  k e e p  H is  c o m m a n d m e n t s ,  a n d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  

g u i d a n c e  o f  H i s  s p i r i t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a t h  o f  d u t y  in t o  t h e  “  W a y  o f  

L i f e . ”

I f  w e  o n l y  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  w e  c o u ld  b y  t h i s  m e a n s  b e  p l a c e d  in  

im m e d i a t e  a n d  c o n s t a n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  s o u r c e  o f  l i f e  

a n d  p o w e r ,  w h a t  a  r e f o r m a t io n  i t  w o u ld  w o r k  in  o u r  i d e a s  o f  p r a y e r .

I n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  f o r m a l  a n d  p e r io d ic a l  e x e r c i s e ,  i t  

w o u ld  b e c o m e  t o  u s  a  p r i c e l e s s  p r i v i l e g e ; f o r  i n s t e a d  o f  m o u r n fu lly *  

b e w a i l i n g  o u r  n n w o r t h i n e s s  a n d  s in ,  w e  s h o u l d  r e p e a t  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  

r e c o n c i l i a t io n ,  a u d  w o r k  w i t h  d e l i g h t  to  t r a n s f o r m  t h i s  s i n - s t r i c k e n  w o r ld  

i n t o  a u  e a r t h l y  h e a v e n ,  r a d i a n t  w i t h  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  l o v e ,  j o y  a n d  

p e a c e .

W i t h  t h e  f u l l  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  a s  c h i ld r e n  in t o  

G o d 's  g r e a t  f a m i l y ,  w e  w i l l  n o t  a g a in  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  H i m  a s  c r i m in a l s



p le a d i n g  fo r  m e r c y  ; b u t  w i l l  r e j o i c e  t o  s e e k  s o m e  w a n d e r i n g  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  

Jead  h i m  h o m e  t o  o u r  F a t h e r  8 lo v e .

M a d e  h e i r s  t o  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  w o r ld s ,  s h a l l  w e  a s k  ‘ o u r  F a t h e r ’ f o r  

p e r s o n a l  f a v o u r s  ; w h e n  a s  t h e  a l m o n e r s  o f  G o d ’s  g r e a t  b o u n t y  w e  m a y  

d i s t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p o o r  a n d  n e e d y ,  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  H i s  lo v e  ?

I n  t h e  c o n f id e n c e  o f  o u r  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h a t  A l m i g h t y  P o w e r  w h o  

in  H i s  s t r e n g t h  c a n  c o m f o r t  t h e  s o r r o w in g ,  h e l p  t h e  w e a k  a n d  r a i s e  t h e  

f a l l e n ,  d a r e  w e  c o m p la i n  o f  w e a k n e s s  ?

E n t r u s t e d  w i t h  a  r o y a l  e m b a s s a g e ,  w e  w i l l  n o t  h u m b l e  o u r s e l v e s  

a s  s l a v e s  ; b u t  g l a d l y  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  d i v i n e  c o m m is s io n ,  l e t  u s  m a n f u l l y  

f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t y r a n u y ,  c r u e l t y  a n d  w r o n g ,  a n d  c a r r y  t o  t h e  c a p t i v e  a n d  

o p p r e s s e d ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  l i b e r t y ,  p a r d o n  a n d  p e a c e .

B a t h e d  in  t h e  s u n s h i n e  o f  d i v i n e  l o v e  w e  c a n n o t  a s k  f o r  a l i g h t  

n p oD  o a r  p a t h  a lo n e ,  w h e n  i t  m n y  b e  o u r  p r i v i l e g e  t o  r e f le c t  t h e  

h e a v e n l y  r a d ia n c e  i n t o  t h e  d a r k  p l a c e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  a n d  to  b a n i s h  t e r r o r  

f r o m  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  l o s t  in  d a r k n e s s  a n d  in  d o u b t .

H a v i n g  o n c e  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  d e l i g h t s  w h ic h  f lo w  f r o m  c o n s t a n t  

i n t e r c o u r s e  w e  s h a l l  n o v e r  a g a i n  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o c c a s io n a l  p r a y e r ,  

b u t  u n i t e d  in  t h e  g r e a t  c i r c u i t  o f  l o v i n g  f e l l o w s h i p  w e  w i l l  l e t  t h e  

d i v i n e  l i f e  f lo w  w i t h o u t  in t e r r u p t i o n  t h r o u g h  o u r  b e i n g ;  i n s p i r i n g  

e v e r y  t h o u g h t  a n d  a c t  w i t h  l o v i n g  p u r p o s e ,  u n t i l  w e  a t t a i n  t o  t h e  

p e r f e c t  h a p p in e s s  o f  p e r f e c t  h a r m o n y ,  a n d  c a n  l i v e  in  t h e  d i v i n e  i d e a l  

o f  p r a y e r ,  a n d  w i t h  e v e r y  h e a r t b e a t ,  s a y ,  “  T h y  w i l l  b e  d o n e . ”

J .  M a r t in .

THE CONDITIONS OF RESIDENCE AT HEADQUARTERS.

A
S  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  m a d e  b y  p e r s o n s  w h o  w i s h  

t o  t a k e  u p  r e s id e n c e  a t  A d y a r  a n d  n s  o n e  h a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  

w r i t i n g  a c t u a l l y  c o m e  fr o m  N o r t h e r n  E u r o p e  a n d  a s k e d  to  b e  t a k e n  i n ,  

w i t h o u t  p r e l i m i n a r y  w a r n i n g  o r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  

t h i n k s  i t  w i l l  s e r v e  a  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  i f  h e  p u b l i s h e s  ill t h e  Theosophist 
t h e  t e x t  o f  h i s  r e p l y  t o  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  j u s t  r e c e i v e d .  I f  

t h e  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  s c h o o l  o f  o c c u l t  t r a i n i n g  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w i t h  i t s  

t e a c h e r  a u d  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  f o r  p u p i l s ,  m o r e  o f  t h e s e  s e e k e r s  a f t e r  t h e  

h i g h e r  t r a i n i n g  m i g h t  b e  a d m i t t e d  ; b u t  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  

i s  s i m p l y  i m p r a c t i c a b le  t o  e n l a r g e  t b e  l i t t l e  g f o u p  w h o  a r e  w o r k i n g  a n d  

s t u d y i n g  a t  A d y a r .— E d .

** T o u r  l e t t e r  i s  w o r t h y  o f  m o s t  s e r io u s  c o n s id e r a t io n .  *  *  *  N o  

m a n  w h o  l o v e s  h i s  f e l l o w s  a n d  w o n ld  b e  g l a d  t o  h e l p  t h e m  t o  r i s e  

a b o v e  t h e  l o w  l e v e l  o f  t h e  a n im a l  n a t u r e  a n d  a s p ir e  t o  a  s p i r i t u a l  

id e a l ,  c o u l d  l i s t e n  u n m o v e d  t o  t h e  c r y  o f  a  s u f f e r i n g  s o u l  c o m i n g  

t o  h im  f r o m  t h e  f a r  d i s t a n c e  a n d  a s k i n g  f o r  h e lp .  T o u r  c a s e  i s  i d e n t i ­

c a l  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  : a  g l e a m  o f  l i g h t  s h i n e s  in  u p o n  y o u  a n d  

y o u  s u d d e n l y  h a v e  a  g l i m p s e  o f  y o u r  o w n  d e g r a d i n g  s u r r o u n d i n g s ; 

y o u  w i s h  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  t a k e  u p  t b e  l i f e  o f  c o n t e m p l a t i v e



a s c e t i c i s m .  N o w  s u c h  s u d d e n  i m p u l s e s  s h o u ld  a l w a y s  b e  m o s t  c a r e f u l l y  

s t u d i e d  b y  o n e s e l f  t o  a s c e r t a in  w h e t h e r  i t  b e  o n l y  a  p a s s i n g  e m o t io n  o r  

r e a l l y  a  c a l l  f r o m  o n e ’s  H i g h e r  S e l f  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  i t  a n d  c l i m b  u p w a r d .  

I  s e e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  in  b u s i n e s s  a n d  p r e s u m a b ly  t h i s  g i v e s  y o u  y o u r  l i v e l i ­

h o o d .  N o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  n o  f ix e d  i n c o m e  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  

b e n t  o n  t h r o w i n g  u p  y o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  y o u  a r e  in  d n t y  b o u n d  t o  s e c u r e  

a n o t h e r  w a g e - e a r n in g  o c c u p a t io n ,  o r  s t i c k  t o  y o u r  p r e s e n t  b u s i n e s s .

Y o u  s p e a k  o f  b u y i n g  a  f a r m  o u t  h e r e ,  w h e r e a s  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  

t h i n g  a s  a  c l a s s  o f  E u r o p e a n  s m a l l  f a r m e r s  a s  a m o n g  u s  W e s t e r n  

n a t io n s .  T h e  la u d  b e l o n g s  f o  G o v e r n m e n t ,  i s  r e n t e d  b y  l a r g e  c a p i t a l ­

i s t s ,  c a l l e d  Z e m in d a r s ,  a n d  t h e y  s u b - l e t  in  s m a l l  h o l d i n g s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  

“  r y o t  ”  o r  I n d ia n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p e a s a n t .  T h e  l a t t e r  g o  m o r e  o f t e n  h u n ­

g r y  t h e n  w i t h  f u l l  b e l l i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  t h o u s a n d s  o f  E u r o p e a n s  

e n g a g e d  in  p l a n t i n g  c o f f e e ,  t e a ,  c in c h o n a ,  c o c o a ,  e t c . ,  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  

m o u n t a in s ,  e m p l o y i n g  l a r g e  c a p i t a l ,  u s u a l l y  f o r  a b s e n t e e  c o m p a n i e s  o r  

c a p i t a l i s t s .

T h e n  a s  r e g a r d s  o t h e r  e m p l o y m e n t s ,  e v e r y  p l a c e  i s  o c c u p ie d  b y  t h e  

y o u n g e r  s o n s  o f  B r i t i s h  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  u p p e r  a n d  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  a n d  

t h e r e  i s  n o  o p e n i n g  f o r  a  f o r e i g n e r  w h o  h a s  n o t  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e n g a g e d  

b e f o r e  s t a r t i n g .  S o  m u c h  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s id e  ; n o w  f o r  t b e  s p i r i t u a l .

T h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  g r o w n  in t o  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o m p r i s ­

i n g  o v e r  5 0 0  B r a n c h e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r ld .  W h e n  t h e  

B r a n c h e s  o f  a n y  g i v e n  c o u n t r y  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  s e v e n  t h e y  a r e  g r o u p e d  

t o g e t h e r  in  a  S e c t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  a  M a n a g in g  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  a n  

E x e c u t i v e  O ff ic e r  c a l l e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y .  T h e s e  B r a n c h e s  h i r e  m e e t ­

i n g  r o o m s ,  f o r m  s m a l l  l ib r a r i e s  o f  t h e o s o p h i c a l  w o r k s ,  a n d  a d o p t  m e a ­

s u r e s  f o r  s p r e a d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  in f o r m a t io n  a h o u t  t h e  a n c i e n t  

p h i l o s o p h i e s  i n  w h i c l i  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  h a v e  b e q u e a t h e d  t o  t h e i r  p o s t e r i t y ,  

t h e i r  d i s c o v e r i e s  a s  t o  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  h u m a n  

e v o l u t i o n .

A d y a r ,  w h e n c e  t h i s  r e p l y  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t t e n ,  i s  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  

C e n t r e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  w r i t e r ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t b e  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .  S o  w e l l  h a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  w o r k  b e e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  

a m o n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c e n t r e s ,  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

i s  v e r y  s l i g h t  a t  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  r e q u ir e s  b n t  v e r y  f e w  w o r k e r s .  

T h e y  c o n s t i t u t e ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  a s m a l l  f a m i l y ,  t o  e a c h  o f  w h o m  a r e  a s s i g n e d  

h i s  o r  h e r  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s .  P l a c e s  c a n n o t  b e  m a d e  f o r  n e w - c o m e r s  a n d  t h e  

S o c i e t y  b e i n g  p o o r ,  f r o m  t h e  m o n e y  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  h a s  n o  f u n d  f o r  t h e  s u p ­

p o r t  o f  m e r e  s t u d e n t s .  N o r  l i a s  i t  a n  o r g a n iz e d  s c h o o l  o r  c o l l e g e  o f  o c c u l t  

t r a i n i n g ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k s  a n d  R o m a n s  a n d  t h o s e  

o f  a n c i e n t  a n d  e v e n  m o d e r n  I n d i a ,  k n o w n  a s  “  A s h r a m s , ”  w h e r e  I n d ia n  

Y o g i s  t e a c h  p u p i l s .  T r u e ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o w  q u i t e  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  a n d  

w o m e n  i n  t b e  S o c i e t y  w h o  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e i r  l a t e n t  s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r s  

a n d  s o m e  w h o  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  r e m a r k a b le  p r o f ic ie n c y .  B u t  a l l  s u c h  h a v e  

a c h i e v e d  t h i s  in  t h e m s e l v e s  b y  t h e i r  s e l f - t r a i n i n g  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  p r e ­

s c r ib e d  in  t h e  r e m o t e  p a s t  b y  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  t e a c h e r s  c a l l e d  Y o g i s .



E a c h  r e s i d e n t  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  p a y s  f o r  h i s  o w n  f o o d  t o  a  b u t l e r  

w h o  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  g i v e  s n c b  d i e t  a s  m a y  b e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  r e q u ir e d ,  fot* 

su ch  p r ic e  a s  m a y  b e  m u t u a l l y  a g r e e d  n p o n . O u r  p r e s e n t  g r o u p  a r e  a l l  

v e g e t a r ia n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  o b l i g a t i o n  im p o s e d  o n  v i s i t o r s  o r  n e w  r e s i ­

d e n ts  a s  t o  w l i a t  t h e y  s h a l l  e a t .  W e  c o u ld  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e l c o m e  

a m o n g  u s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  h a b i t u a l l y  u s e d  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l iq u o r s .  T h e  b u t l e r  

can  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  g e n e r o u s  d i e t  f o r  l e s 3 t h a n  R e .  1 ( I s .  id .)  p e r  d i e m ,  

say  a b o u t  £2  p e r  m o n t h .  B e s i d e s  w h i c h  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  o t h e r  t r i f l i n g  

e x p e n s e s  f o r  w a s h i n g ,  e t c . ,  b u t  t h e  w h o l e  n e e d  n o t  a m o u n t  t o  £ 3 .  T h e  

sam  y o u  m e n t i o n  a s  p o s s e s s i n g  w o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s u p p o r t  y o u  h e r e  f o r  

& v e r y  l o n g  t i m e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  b u t  o n e  p o s s i b l e  o b s t a c l e  

to  c o n s id e r ,  viz,, w h e t h e r  y o u  w o u ld  p r o v e  s y m p a t h e t i c  w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  

an d  p r o m o t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  h a r m o n y ,  o r  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  A s  t h e  o f f ic ia l  a n d  

s e n io r  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  I  w o u ld  n o t  v e n t u r e  t o  p r o m is e  t o  r e c e i v e  

a n y  n e w - c o m e r  a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n t  u n t i l  h e  b a d  b e e n  h e r e  l o n g  

e n o u g h  t o  r e m o v e  a l l  d o u b t s  a s  t o  h i s  c o m p a t a b i l i t y  o f  t e m p e r a m e n t  

w ith  o u r s .  T o n  w o u ld  h a v e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  c o m e  a n d  p e r s o n a l l y  t e s t  t b e  

m a tte r . S u p p o s i n g  a l l  t o  b e  a r r a n g e d  i n  a  m a n n e r  m u t u a l l y  s a t i s f a c ­

to ry , y o u  w o u ld  t h e n  h a v e  ( a )  A  h o m e  in  a  d e l i g h t f u l  p la c e  a n d  w i t h  

u n w o r ld ly ,  e a r n e s t  p e o p le ,  t h e  i d e a l  o f  w h o s e  l i f e  i s  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

s p ir i t u a l  w i s d o m  a n d  t h e  h e l p i n g  o f  m a n k in d  ; (6) T b e  n s e  o f  a  v e r y  

e x t e n s iv e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s  u p o n  t h e o s o p h i c a l  s u b j e c t s  ; ( c )  I f  y o u  

p o s s e s s e d  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  a b i l i t y ,  t h e  a m p l e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  l i t e r a r y  w o r k  

a n d , l a t e r  o n ,  f o r  t r a v e l l i n g  a b o u t  in  I n d i a  a n d ] o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  g i v e  

p u b lic  l e c t u r e s  a n d  a n s w e r  in q u i r i e s  b y  l e s s  a d v a n c e d  p e r s o n s  t h a n  

y o u r s e l f ;  (d) T h e  c h a n c e  o f  s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s e l f - p u r i f i c a t i o n .  

T h e  f o r e g o i n g  p i c t u r e  o f f e r s  n o  a t t r a c t i o n s  w h a t e v e r  t o  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  

i s  n o t  t h o r o u g h l y  i n  e a r n e s t  i n  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  i m p r o v e  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  f r e e d  

from  t h e  b o n d  o f  s e l f i s h  d e s i t  e s  a n d  a m b i t io n s .  B e f o r e  t a k i n g  a n y  s t e p  

in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  j o i n i n g  u s  y o u  w i l l  k i n d l y  r e p l y  w i t h  a l l  c a n d o u r  t o  

th e  p r e s e n t  l e t t e r  a n d  l e t  m e  k n o w  w h e t h e r  y o u r  p r e s e n t  i n c l i n a t i o n  

p e r s is ts  o r  n o t / 1

PROGRESS TOWARDS UNITY*
“ T h a t  G o d , w h ic h  e v e r  l i v e s  a n d  lo v e s ,

O n e  G o d , o n e  la w , o n e  e le m e n t ,
A n d  o n e  fa r -o f f  D iv in e  e v e n t ,

T o  w h ic h  th e  w h o le  c r e a t io n  m o v e s .* ’
Tennyson.

W h e n c e  c o m e t h  a n d  w h i t h e r  t e n d e t h  t h i s  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d s  

U n it y ,  w h i c h  p r o m is e s  n o t  o n l y  t o  p r o d u c e  u n i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  in  t h e  

d if fe r e n t  b r a n c h e s  o f  h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e ,  b u t  t o  c o - r c l a t e  t h e m  a l l  i n t o  

on e c o m p le t e  a n d  h a r m o n io u s  w h o l e  ? T b e  R e v .  A l f r e d  R o w la n d ,  i n  

h is  a d d r e s s  f r o m  t h e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  U n i o n  l a s t  M a y ,  r e f e r r i n g  

to  t h e  d e c a y  o f  t h e  d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  s e n t i m e n t ,  a s  w e  h a v e  k u o w n  i t ,

* E xtracts from an Address delivered before the Congregational Union, Pauedin  
K.Z., February, 1899.



w h i c h  h e  p r e d ic t e d  w o u ld  n o t. l o n g  o u t l i v e  t h e  d y i n g  c e n t u r y ,  g a v e  a s  

o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  i t s  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  t h e  f a c t  “  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  g e n e ­

r a l l y  k n o w  e a c h  o t h e r  f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  f o r m e r ly  d i d , ”  a n d  i t  i s  

t h i s  g r o w i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  o u r  f e l l o w m e n ,  a n d  o f  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  

in  w h i c h  w e  d w e l l ,  t h a t  i s  e n a b l i n g  m e n  e v e r y w h e r e ,  a u d  o n  e v e r y  

c o n c e i v a b l e  s u b j e c t ,  t o  s e e  t h i n g s  “  e y e  t o  e y e  ”  m o r e  c o m p l e t e l y  t h a n  

t h e y  h a v e  e v e r  d o n e  b e f o r e .  I m p e r f e c t  k n o w l e d g e  in v a r i a b l y  b e g e t s  

d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p in io n ,  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  s t r i f e  a n d  d i s s e n s i o n  ; f u l l e r  k n o w l ­

e d g e  b r i n g s  g r e a t e r  u n a n i m i t y  o f  t h o u g h t ,  a n d  p e r f e c t  k n o w l e d g e ,  a s  

f a r  a s  t h a t  i s  a t t a i n a b l e  b y  f i n i t e  f a c u l t i e s ,  b r i n g s  c o m p l e t e  u n i t y .  

“  N o t h i n g  i s  e v e r  s e t t l e d ,  u n t i l  i t  i s  s e t t l e d  r i g h t , ”  i s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a  

g r e a t  n a t u r a l ,  m o r a l ,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h .

T h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  m a r v e l l o u s  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e  

d o m a in  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  iu  b r i n g i n g  t h e  w h o l e  r a c e  i n t o  c l o s e r  t o n c h  

w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  b y  s u c h  a g e n c i e s  a s  s t e a m  a n d  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  c a u  h a r d l y  

b e  o v e r e s t i m a t e d ,  a n d  t h e  p e a c e  p r o p o s a l s  o f  t h e  T s a r  m a y  w e l l  b e  c o n ­

s id e r e d  a s  o n ly  a n  in d ic a t io n  o f  g r e a t e r  m o v e m e n t s  in  t h e  f u t u r e ,  m a k ­

i n g  f o r  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  r a c e ,  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  g r o w i n g  i n t i m a c y .

I f  w e  c o u ld  c l e a r l y  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  s t a g e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  b y  w h i c h  

w e  h a v e  a r r iv e d  a t  o u r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  w o u ld  p r o b a b ly  h e l p  t o  i n ­

d i c a t e  t h e  d i r e c t io n  iu  w h i c h  w e  m a y  e x p e c t  t o  m a k e  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  ; 

a n d  a  c l e a r  c o n v i c t i o n  o f  w h e r e  a n d  h o w  w e  o u g h t  t o  g o  w i l l  m a k e  o u r  

e f f o r t s  m o r e  f r u i t f u l  in  r e s u l t s .

L e t  m e  i n d i c a t e  b r ie f iy  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r o b a b le  s t a g e s  a n d  m e t h o d s  b y  

w h i c h  h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  b e e n  e v o l v e d  in  t i m e s  p a s t ,  w i t h  t h e  h o p e  

t h a t  i t  m a y  t h r o w  s o m e  l i g h t  o n  t h e  p a t h  o f  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s .  I  w a s  a  

g o o d  d e a l  im p r e s s e d  w i t h  a  b o o k  I r e a d  r e c e u t l y ,  e n t i t l e d ,  “ T h e  T h e o ­

r y  o f  H u m a n  P r o g r e s s i o n , ”  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  f i f t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  b y  P a t r i c k  

E d w a r d  D o v e *  T h i s  w r i t e r ,  w h i l e  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  “  P r o p e r  s t u d y  o f  

m a n k in d  i s  m a n , ”  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o n l y  w h e n  m a n  r e a c h e s  a  

c e r t a i n  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h a t  b e f o r e  h e  c a n  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  s t u d y  h i m ­

s e l f  h e  m u s t  f ir s t  h a v e  m a d e  c o n s id e r a b le  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  

a n d  c la s s i f i c a t io n  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  N a t n r e  a r o u n d  h i m .  H e  c l a i m s  

t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  n a t u r a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  o r d e r  o r  s e q u e n c e  g o v e r n ­

i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s io n  o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m a n 's  k n o w l e d g e  i u  t i m e s  p a s t ,  

a n d  t h a t  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  w i t h  a c c u r a c y  t o  d e t e r m in e  

w h a t  t h a t  o r d e r  h a s  b e e n ,  a n d  t o  p r e d i c a t e  w i t h  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  

a s s u r a n c e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  s t e p s  i t  m u s t  t a k e  in  t h e  f u t u r e .

B e g i n n i n g  w i t h  l o g i c  a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  t h e  p o w e r  t o  t h i n k  

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  a c t  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  h e  t r a c e s  m a n ’s  p r o g r e s s  a s  h e  e m e r g e s  

f r o m  t h e  j u n g l e  o f  p h y s i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  ; h i s  f i r s t  t h o u g h t s  w o u ld  b e  o f  

n u m b e r s ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n u t s  o n  t h e  t r e e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o t  b e a s t s  o f  p r e y ,  

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  k n o w  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  

n u m b e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  m in d  c a n  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  q u a n t i t i e s .  

A r i t h m e t i c  b e f o r e  A lg e b r a .  I n  l i k e  m a n n e r  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  q u a n t i t i e s  i s  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  a  p r o p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d i m e n s i o n s ,  o r  g e o m e t r y .  T h e s e



all in  t u r n  b e in g  n e c e s s a r y  a s  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  l a w s  o f  s t a t i c s ,  w h i c h  

a re  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  c h e m i s t r y ,  a n d  s o  o u ,  f r o m  in o r g a n i c  t o  

o r g a n ic .  C h e m i s t r y  b e i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a  p r o p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b o t a u y  

or p la n t  l i f e ,  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  w h i c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  b i o l o g y ,  o r  

a n im a l l i f e ,  w h i c h  l a t t e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h o  s c i e n c e  o f  p h y s i o l o g y ,  o r  

h u m a n  l i f e .

I t  i s  n o t  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m a n  t o  h a v e  r e d u c e d  

e a ch  o f  t h e s e  b r a n c h e s  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  o r  t h e  m a n y  s u b d i v i s i o n s  w h ic h  

m ig h t  b e  m a d e ,  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a n  e x a c t  s c i e n c e ,  b e f o r e  h e  c o u ld  b e g in  

to  t h in k  o f  t h e  n e x t  in  o r d e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  h im  t o  

b eg in  t h i n k i n g  in  t h e  o r d e r  n a m e d ,  a n d  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  h im  t o  s y s t e m a t i s e  

w ith  a c c u r a c y  h ie  k n o w l e d g e  o f  o n e  s u c c e e d i n g .b r a n c h ,  u n t i l  h e  h a d  d o n e  

i t  w i t h  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  o n e .

T h e  m e t h o d s  e m p lo y e d  b y  m a n  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  

h a v e  v a r ie d  in  e v e r y  a g e ,  a l w a y s  w i t h  a n  u p w a r d  t e n d e n c y ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  

it  is  a n  u n d o u b t e d  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a r v e l l o u s  a d v a n c e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  

in v e n t io n  in  t h e  p a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  h a v e  b e e n  la r g e l y  d n e  t o  t h e  s u p e r io r  

s c ie n t if ic  m e t h o d s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  a d o p t e d  in  t b e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  n a t u ­

ral p h e n o m e n a  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r io d .  T h e  f i r s t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  a c q u ir e ­

m e n t o f  k n o w l e d g e  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  f a c t s  o r  p h e n o m e n a ,  t h e  

n e x t  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t s  o b s e r v e d ,  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  t h e  

d e d u c t io n  o f  t h e  l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  o f  f a c t s .  T h e  

a p p lic a t io n  o f  t h e s e  m e t h o d s  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p h e n o m e n a  

is  l ik e ly  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  m o s t  b e n e f i c ia l  r e s u l t s .

I n  a l l  a g e s  m a n  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  t h e o r i s i n g  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  u n i ­

v e rse  a n d  o f  l i f e ,  g e t t i n g  h i s  t h e o r i e s  t e s t e d  b y  a l l  t h e  k n o w n  f a c t s  a n d  

b y  o t h e r s  a s  t h e y  c o m e  u n d e r  o b s e r v a t io n .  H i s t o r y  p r o v e s  t h a t  f a l s e  

th e o r ie s  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  l o n g  l i v e d  ; a  s c h o o l  o f  s c e p t i c s  i n v a r i a b l y  c o m e s  

a lo n g  w h o s e  d e s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  c o m p e l s  t h e m  t o  c r u m b le  a w a y ,  a n d ,  

on t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  r a c e  h a s  b e e n  h e l p e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  h u r t  b y  t h e i r  

p r o m u lg a t io n  ; s o  t h a t  i f  I  r e f e r  t o  s o m e  m o d e r n  t h e o r i e s  w h ic h  a p p e a r  

to  y o u  w i ld  a n d  f a n t a s t i c ,  y o u  w i l l  c a l m l y  r e s t  o n  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  

tru th  a lo n e  p o s s e s s e s  t h a t  m i g h t y  p o w e r  w h ic h  m n s t  f in a l ly  p r e v a i l ,  

th e  t r u e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  b e i n g  o n e  o f  c a u t i o n s  r e c e p t i v i t y ,  

“ P r o v e  a l l  t h i n g s ,  h o ld  f a s t  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  g o o d . ”  W e  m u s t  n o t  b e  

a fra id  o f  t b e  l i g h t ,  o r  r e j e c t  t r u t h  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n e w  to  n s ,  b u t  

sh o u ld  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  w e lc o m e  i t ,  h o w e v e r  u n p r o m i s i n g  t h e  

q u a r te r  f r o m  w h i c h  i t  m a y  c o m e .

A  n e w  t h e o r y  f r e q u e n t l y  s t i m u l a t e s  t h o u g h t  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a l o n g  

fresh  l i n e s ,  w h ic h  r e s u l t s  e i t h e r  in  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  i t  to  b e  s o u n d ,  a n d  

e s t a b l i s h in g  i t  a s  a  l a w  o f  N a t u r e ,  o r  d i s p r o v i n g  a n d  d e m o l i s h i n g  i t .  

T h e  d a n g e r  l i e s  in  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  m a k e  f a c t s  f i t  in  w i t h  t h o  t h e o r y ,  

in s te a d  o f  g e t t i n g  a  t h e o r y  w h ic h  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a n d  e x p l a i n  a l l  t h e  f a c t s .

I  w a n t  n o w  t o  d r a w  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  v e r y  b r ie f ly  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  e v i ­

d e n c es  o f  p r o g r e s s  b e i n g  m a d e  t o w a r d s  u n i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s e  

of k n o w le d g e ,  a n d  r e f e r  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o d e r n  t h e o r i e s  w h ic h  m a y  p o s s j .



b l y  le a d  m e n  t o  s t i l l  g r e a t e r  u n i f i c a t io n  o f  t h o u g h t  h e r e a f t e r .  L o o k ,  

t h e n ,  a t  t b e  d o m a in  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n o e .  E v e r  s i n c e  G a l i l e o  g o t  in t o  

t r o u b le  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  h i s  t i m e  f o r  p r o p o u n d in g  a  n e w  t h e o r y  o f  

t h e  m o t io n s  o f  t h e  h e a v e n l y  b o d ie s ,  m e n  h a v e  b e e n  g a i n i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

t h e  l a w s  c o n t r o l l i n g  o u r  s o l a r  s y s t e m ,  t i l l  t o - d a y  e v e n  t b e  P o p e  o f  R o m e  

w o u ld  c o n f e s s  t o  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  r e v o l v e s  o n  i t s  a x i s ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  

p h e n o m e n a  o f  n i g h t  a n d  d a y .  T l i e  s a m e  p r o c e s s  o f  g r a d u a l  a c c e p t a n c e  

t o o k  p la c e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  N e w t o n ’s  t h e o r y  o f  g r a v i t a t i o n ,  w h i l e ,  

c o m i n g  t o  o u r  o w n  t im e ,  m a n y  h e r e  a r e  o l d  e n o u g h  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e  

s t o r m  o f  d e n u n c i a t i o n  a n d  a b u s e  w h io h  r a g e d  r o u n d  t h e  h e a d  o f  p o o r  

o ld  D a r w i n  w h e n  h e  la u n c h e d  h i s  t h e n  h e r e t i c a l  n o t i o n s  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  

s c i e n t i s t s  v y i n g  w i t h  r e l i g i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  v e n o m  a n d  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  

t h e i r  c o n d e m n a t io n .  F u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s  c o m p e l l e d  a n  a l m o s t  

u n iv e r s a l  a c c e p t a n c e  b y  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n ,  o f  h i s  d o c t r in e s ,  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a ­

t io n  o f  t h e m  to  a  m u c h  w id e r  r a n g e  o f  p h e n o m e n a  t h a n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  

c o n t e m p l a t e d  b y  h i m ,  w h i l e  a  l e a d e r  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  l i k e  P r o f e s s o r  

D r u m m o n d ,  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  o p e r a t io n  o f  e v o l u t i o n a r y  la w  in  t h e  n a t u r ­

a l  w o r ld ,  b o ld ly  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  h i s  b e l i e f  t b a t  i t  o p e r a t e d  a l s o  

i n  th e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r ld .  T h e  l a t e r  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a  c o - o r d in a t e  l a w  o f  s e l f -  

s a c r i f i c e  o n l y  e x p l a i n s  a n d  r e m o v e s  s o m e  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  t h e  w a y  o f  

a c c e p t i n g  t h e  la w  o f  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i t t e s t ,  b y  s h o w i n g  t h a t  a l t r u i s m  

i s  a  c o n d i t io n  o f  f i t n e s s .

A  s o r v e y  o f  t h e  p a s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  r e v e a l s  t h e  m o s t  m a r v e l l o u s  s t r i d e s  

m a d e  in  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  

p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  u n i t y  o f  o p in io n  a m o n g s t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,  b u t  

n o  o n e  w o u ld  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  f u n d a m e n t a l  a d v a n c e  h a d  b e e n  

m a d e  in  t h e  s o c ia l  s c i e n c e s ,  o r  in  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l ­

e d g e ,  a n d  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  b e  f o u n d  i n  D o v e ’s  p r o ­

p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  o r d e r  o r  s e q u e n c e  in  t h e  p r o g r e s s i o n  

o f  h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e .  I t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  k n o w l ­

e d g e  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e  s h o n ld  b e  w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  s y s t e m a t i s e d  

b e f o r e  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  m a k e  m u c h  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  e c o n o m ic  s c i e n c e ,  t b e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  I  c o n c e i v e  t o  b e  t h e  s p e c i a l  w o r k  

o f  t h i s  g e n e r a t io n .

F o l l o w i n g  D o v e ’s  t h e o r y  o f  p r o g r e s s io n ,  w h e n  w e  l e a v e  t h e  p u r e l y  

m a t e r ia l  p la n e ,  a u d  c o m e  to  d e a l  w i t h  m a n  a s  a  s o c i a l  b e i n g ,  w e  f i n d  

h im  p l a n n i n g  a n d  s c h e m i n g ,  p r o d u c in g  a n d  d i s p o s i n g ,  j o s t l i n g  w i t h  h i s  

f e l l o w s ,  f i l l e d  w it l i  p r e a t . a s p i r a t i o n s ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h i s  w o r ld ,  b u t  f o r  t b a t  

w h ic h  i s  to  c o m e ,  n n d  s o  w e  l m v e  to  f in d  l a w s  f o r  h i s  g u i d a n c e ,  n o t  o n l y  

a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  g r e a t e r  o r g a n i c  w h o l e  

w h i c h  w e  t e r m  s o c i e t y  ; b u t  t h e  s a m e  la w  o f  n e c e s s i t y  h o ld s  g o o d ,  a n d  

m u s t  g u i d e  m a n  in  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  k n o w l e d g e  h e r e  a s  in  t h e  p r e c e d ­

i n g  s t e p s  h e  h a s  t n k e n .

M a n ’s  r e l a t i o n *  t o  h i s  m o t h e r  e a r t h  m u s t  b e  d e t e r m in e d  o n  a  s c i e n ­

t i f i c  b a s i s ,  b e f o r e  h e  e a o  g e t  a c c u r a t e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  l a w s  w h ic h  s h a l l  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  h i s  f e l l o w s .  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  e c o n o m ic  k n o w l e d g e  m u s t  p r e c e d e *  p o l i t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e ,



an d  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  i t s  t u r n ] r a n s t  u n d e r g o  f a r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  b e f o r e  h e  

can g e t  t h e  f n l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  l i g h t  o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  h i m s e l f  

and  G o d , o r  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l e d g e .

I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  

o f e c o n o m ic  k n o w l e d g e  t o  b e  t h e  s p e c i a l  w o r k  o f  t h i s  g e n e r a t io n ,  a n d  

h e re  l e t  m e  s a y  t h a t  I  f u l l y  b e l i e v e  t h e  l a w  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  a n d  f o r ­

m a t t e d  w h ic h  w i l l  g i v e  u n i t y  o f  t h o n g h t  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  o u l y  

a w a it s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m e n ' s  m i n d s  f o r  i t s  g e n e r a l  a c c e p t a n c e .  I t  

is  a  l a w  a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h e  l a w  o f  g r a v i t a t i o n ,  r u l i n g  i u  t h e  e c o n o m ic  

w o r ld  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  i n v a r i a b i l i t y  a n d  u n i v e r s a l i t y  a s  t h a t  la w *  r u l e s

io  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w o r ld ,  p e r f o r m i n g  s i m i l a r  f u n c t i o n s .

T h i s  l a w  m i g h t  b e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e s e  w o r d s  : That the groicth of 
mankind in numbers and capacity exhibits itself in increased land values. 
T h is  w i l l  h o ld  g o o d  w h e t h e r  t h e  g r o w t h  in  c a p a c i t y  b e  o f  a  p h y s i c a l ,  

m e n ta l,  m o r a l ,  o r  s p i r i t u a l  k in d ,  a n d  e v e r y  c h i l d  o f  G o d  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  

an e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h a t  g r o w t h  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  

w h ic h  i t  c r e a t e s .  T o  m e  t h e  f a c t s  w h i c h  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s  l a w  a r e  a s  

c le a r  a u d  c o m p l e t e  a s  t h o s e  w h i c h  s u p p o r t  t h e  l a w  o f  g r a v i t a t i o n ,  a n d  

w ith  t h i s  a s  a  b a s i s ,  b e l i e v i n g  in  t h e  F a t h e r h o o d  o f  G o d ,  t o  w h o m  e a c h  

ou e  o f  H i s  c h i l d r e n  i s  e q u a l l y  d e a r ,  I  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H e  a p p r o v e s  

of a  s y s t e m  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  a  v e r y  f e w  o f  H i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  m o n o p o l i s e  a l l  

tb e  a d v a n t a g e s  t h a t  c o m e  f r o m  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e i r  n u m b e r ,  a n d  f r o m  

a  g r o w in g  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e  p r o d u c t iv e  f o r c e s  o f  N a t u r e ,  

an d  t o  u s e  t h a t  a d v a n c e m e n t  a s  a  w h i p  t o  t h e  b a c k s  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  

f e l lo w s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  q u e s t io u  w h e t h e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  p r o d u c e s  t h i s  

r e s u lt ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  a n y  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  w o u ld  b r i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  i s  

o n e  o n  w h i c h  m a n y  o f  y o u  w o u ld  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  r a e ,  b u t ,  b e i n g  p r o ­

fo u n d ly  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  a l l  i n v o l u n t a r y  p o v e r t y ,  w i t h  a l l  ’ 

tb e  s in  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ,  i s  t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  

b y e o c ie t y  o f  G o d ’s  b e n e v o l e n t  a n d  e t e r n a l  la w  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  ; a n d ,  

fu r th e r ,  t h a t  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a w  a n d  e s c a p i n g  t h o s e  ' 

e v i ls  h a s  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  ; b e l i e v i n g  t h i s ,  1 s a y  t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m  s p e a k ­

in g  o t i t  w o n ld  b e  m o r a l  c o w a r d ic e  in  r a e , t h e  b e t r a y a l  o f  a  s a c r e d  

tr u st, a n d  i n  t h e  M a s t e r ’s  n a m e  I  n o w  d e m a n d  o f  y o u  t o  a t  l e a s t  e x a m i n e  

th e  e v id e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e c u r i n g  f o r  e v e r y  ! 

ch ild  o f  G o d  a  r e a s o n a b le  h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  w o r ld  o f  H i s ,  

w h ich  H e  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  s o  a b u n d a n t l y  w i t h  a l l  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  ' 

m an ’s  c o m f o r t  a n d  h a p p i n e s s .

P e r h a p s  s o m e  o f  y o u  m a y  o b j e c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  s u b j e c t  f o r  

a r e l ig io u s  g a t h e r i n g  l i k e  t h i s ,  b u t  I  k n o w  o f  n o t h i n g  m a r k i n g  o u t  o n e  

s p h e r e  o f  m a n ’s  i n t e r e s t  o r  k n o w l e d g e  a s  s a c r e d  a n d  a n o t h e r  a s  s e c u la r ,  

and I  a m  t h a n k f u l ,  a s  a n  e v i d e n c e  o f  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  u n i t y ,  f o r  t h e  

r a p id  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  t h a t  u s e d  t o  b e  d r a w n  

)> etw een  m a t e r i a l ,  a s  s e c u la r  k n o w l e d g e  o p  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l ,
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a s  s a c r e 4 k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  i t  m u s t  u l t i m a t e l y  p a s s  

a w a y  e n t i r e l y .*

T h e  l a w s  w h i c h  g o v e r n  in  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w o r ld  a n d  in  t h e  e o o n o m iq  

w o r l d  a r e  n o  l e s s  D i v i n e ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s a c r e d ,  t h a n  t h o s e  w h i c h  

p r e v a i l  in  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  w o r ld ,  a n d  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e m  i s  e q u a l l y  n e c e s ­

s a r y  t o  m a n ’s  h i g h e s t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  s o  t h a t  n o  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  r e q u ir e d  

f o r  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  e n q u ir e  w i t h  d i l i g e n c e  h o w  f a r  p r e s e n t  d a y  s o c ia l  

c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  D i v i n e  W i l l  a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  

l a w s  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  a n d ,  h a v i n g  a r r i v e d  a t  a  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  c e r t a i n  

c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  t h a t  c o n f o r m i t y ,  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  f e a r l e s s l y  

a d v o c a t e  t h o s e  c h a n g e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  a b u s e  a n d  c h a r g e s  o f  f u n a t ic i s r a  

w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h u r l e d  a t  y o u r  h e a d s  a s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a t  t h e  h e a d s  o f  

a l l  r e f o r m e r s  s in c e  t h e  w o r ld  b e g a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h r i s t  H i m s e l f .  H o w  lo n g  

i s  i t  s i n c e  t h o s e  f a n a t i c a l  p e o p le  w h o  w o u ld  p e r s i s t  in  b r i n g i u g  f o r w a r d  

t e m p e r a n c e  m o t io n s  a t  C h u r c h  C o u n c i l s ,  w e r e  d e n o u n c e d  f o r  in tr o *  

d u c i n g  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a t  r e l i g i o n s  g a t h e r i n g s  ? b u t  m o s t  r e l i g i o n s  

b o d ie s  h a v e  s i n c e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  q u e s t io n  i s  a  m o r a l  

q u e s t io n ,  a n d  s o  i s  e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m ic  q u e s t io n  a  m o r a l  q u e s t io n ,  

a n d  t h e  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  m o r a l  q u e s t io n  t h a t  a w a i t s  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  

s e t t l e m e n t  t o - d a y  in  th o  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  s h a l l  e x i s t  

b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  t h e  la n d  o n  w h ic h  h e  m u s t  l i v e ,  a n d  m o v e ,  a n d  h a v e  

h i s  e a r t h l y  b e in g ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  c h u r c h e s  c o m e  to  r e a l i s e ,  w h a t  1 b e l i e v e  

t q  b e  a  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  h ig h e s t ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

s p i r i t u a l . l i f e  i s  b e i n g ,  a n d  m u s t  b e , r e t a r d e d ,  u n t i l  o n r  e c o n o m ic  c o n d i ­

t i o n s  a r e  b ^ o u ^ h t  m o r e  in t o  h a r m o n y  w i t h  t h e  D iv in e  W i l l ,  t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  

b ^ n cl t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  s o l u t i o n  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  

t h e  p r o b le m .

F u r t h e r  c o n f ir m a t io n  o f  t h i s  t h e o r y  o f  p r o g r e s s io n  w i l l  b e  f p a n d  i f  

w e  lo o k  a t  t h e  c h a o s  in  w h ic h  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  in v o lv e d )  to .-4s y ,  

a n d  w b p n  I u s e  t h e  w o r d  “ p o l i t i c a l  ” in  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  I r e f ^ r  to t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t i n g  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  m a n ,  t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  c o n t r o l  w h ic h  s o c i e t y  o r  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  i m p o s e  o n  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  of; w h i,c h  i t  i s  c o m p o s e d .  O n  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  y o n  c a n  b a r d l#  

fin d , tjw o  p e o p le  w h o  w i l l  b e  a g r e e d  a s  t o  w h e r e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i ­

d u a l  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  m e r g e d  i n t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  

wei h a v e  t h o s e  w h o  c la im  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  s h o u l d  m e n  h a v e  e q u a l  a c c e s s  

to . a l l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  N a t u r e ,  b u t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  i m p l e m e n t s  o f  p r o ­

d u c t io n  a n d  e x c h a n g e  s h o u l d  b e  o w n e d  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e — in  

f a c t ,  t h a t  e v e r y  i n t e r e s t  a n d  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  in d i v i d u a l ,  f r o m  t h e  c r a d le

* As Mr. W. Kin gal and says in tbe January Theosophical Review :—
“ The religion of the future must be one which definitely connects the great 

facts of physical evolution, the great facts of natural law, with that higher nature 
and those higher interests which are commonly understood and included in the term 
spiritual.

No religion which places itself outside the facts of human experiences and 
human reason, which does net definitely connect the known laws of nature with tbe 
instincts and aspirations of the soul, can have any chance of general acoeptanoe at 
the hands of those who will guide tbe religions thought and mould the religious forms 
of the coming century.’’



t o  t b e  g r a v e ,  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  s o c i e t y  i n  i t s  c o l l e c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  in  

t h £  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l ,  a p p o r t i o n i n g  t o  e a c h  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  

d a i l y  t a s k .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  b a u d ,  w e  h a v e  t h o s e  w h o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  

h a s  n o  f u n c t i o n s  t o  p e r f o r m ,  e x c e p t  p r e v e n t i n g  a n y  o n e  i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m  

i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  h i s  f e l l o w s ,  a n d  a n  e n d l e s s  v a r i e t y  o f  

o p i u i o n  b e t w e e u  t h e s e  t w o  e x t r e m e s .  T h a t  a  la w  w i l l  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  w h i c h  

w i l l  b r i n g  u n i t y  o u t  o f  t h i s  c h a o s  I  v e r i l y  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  I  a l s o  t h i n k  

t h a t  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  m u s t  b e  m a d e  in  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  e c o n o m ic  r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s  b e f o r e  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a g r e e m e n t  c a n  b e  a t t a i n e d  in  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

C o m i n g  n o w  t o  t h e  d o m a in  o f  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l e d g e — a l t h o u g h  w e  

s e e  e v i d e n c e s  011 e v e r y  h a n d  o f  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d s  n n i t y  c o m i n g  w i t h  t h e  

f u l l e r  l i g h t  w h i c h  a c c o m p a n ie s  in c r e a s e  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  s t i l l  i t  s e e m s  t o  

m e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t io n  h a s  b e e n  s l o w  a n d  h a l t i n g ,  a n d  

l a r g e l y  o f  a  n e g a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r .  S t i l l ,  o u r  l o s s e s  o f t e n  p r o v e  o u r  g r e a t c s 6 
g a i n s ,  a n d  t h e  lo s s  o f  t h e  o ld  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  r e l i g i o n  a n d  s c i e n c e  lif ts  

b e e n  a  g r e a t  g a in  to  b o t h .  T h i s  s e a s o n  o f  s e v e r e l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  

t h r o n g h  w h i c h  t h e o l o g i c a l  t h o u g h t  h a s  b e e n  p a s s i n g  f o r  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  

o f  y e a r s  s e e m s  to  b e  c l o s i n g  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  a n  e r a  o f  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

t a k i n g  i t s  p la c e ,  a n d  in  t h a t  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  p h y s i c a l  s c ie n *  

t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  p la y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t .

T h e  s t r i k i n g  t e n d e n c y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t o w a r d s  n n i t y  o f  

m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  c o m e  a b o u t  b y  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  in t o  t h e  r e a l m s  o f  t h e  o c c u l t ,  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e n in g  o f  

m a n ' s  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  t i l l  t h e y  a l m o s t  s e e m  o n  t h e  v e r g e  ot 
m e e t i n g .

N o t  s o  l o n g  a g o  p h y s i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  w e r e  p r e t t y  g e n e r a l l y  c o n d e m n e d  

b y  r e l i g i o n i s t s ,  a n d  w i t h  f a i r n e s s ,  a s  b e in « ; p u r e  m a t e r i a l i s t s ,  c o n f i r i n g  

t l i e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t h r e e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  s o l i d s ,  l iq u id s ,  a n d  g a s e s ,  a n d  

p r e p a r e d  t o  d e n y  t h c  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  f o u r t h  c o n d i t io n .  T h e  o b s e r v a t io n  

o f  c e r t a i n  p h e n o m e n a  n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  o r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h e  T aw s o f  

t h e  f i r s t  th ree ; c o n d i t io n s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  a d m i s s i o n — n a y ,  c o m p e l l e d  fche 

a c k n o w l e d g m e n t — o f  a  f o u r t h  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n d  i t  i s  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h i s  

e t h e r i c ,  o r  f o u r t h  c o n d i t io n ,  t h a t  s o m e  s t a r t l i n g  m o d e r n  t h e o r i e s  p ro jtiis© -  

ctovelopments in  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  u n i f y i n g  h u m a n  k n o w l e d g e  b y  p r o ­

v i d i n g  a  m e e t i n g  p la c e  f o r  m a t e r ia l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  s c ie n c e ,  t h e  s e e n  w i t h  

t h e  u t r s e e n .

A s  a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e ,  I  m i g h t '  

m e n t i o b  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  in d u c t io n  i n  o u r  t e l e g r a p h  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  

w i r e s .  I n  c e r t a i n  a t m o s p h e r i c  c o n d i t i o n s  i t  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t ,  

w i t h o u t  c o n t a c t  a t  a n y  p o in t ,  a  m e s s a g e  p a s s i n g  a l o n g  o n e  w ir e  g e t s  

i n d u c t e d  in t o  o t h e r  p a r a l l e l  w i r e s ,  a n d  c a n  b e  t a k e n  o f f  t h e m  b y  t h e  

i n s t r u m e n t s  a t  t h e  e n d .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  t o  b e  a  m o d e  o f  

m o t i o f i  in  t h e  e t h e r ,  w h i c h ,  in  p a s s i n g  t h o u g h  t h e  a t o m s  o f  t h e  w ir e ,  

o n  w h i e h  t h e  m e s s a g e  i s  t i a v e l l i n g ,  t a k e s  n p  t h o  v i b r a t i o n s  o c c u r r in g  

t h e r e ,  c a r r i e s  t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  a t m o s p h e r e ,  a n d  r e p r o d u c e r  

t h e m  iu  t h e  o t h e r  p a r a l l e l  w ir e s .



F u r t h e r ,  w e  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  w h i c h  w e  s e e  

a r o u n d  u s  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  c a u s e d  b y  v i b r a t i o n s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m  in  i h e  

,a ir ,  o t h e r s  p r o b a b ly  in  t h e  e t h e r ,  o r  i t  m a y  b e  e v e n  in  s o m e  y e t  

u n s u s p e c t e d  c o n d i t i o n  o r  f o r m  o f  s u b s t a n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t a k e  

s o u n d .  A  c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  v i b r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  t o  t h e  

s e c o n d  w i l l  p r o d u c e  a  s o u n d  a u d i b l e  t o  t h e  h u m a n  e a r ; i n c r e a s e  t h e  

r a t e  o f  t h o s e  v i b r a t i o n s ,  a n d  y o u  g e t  h i g h e r  n o t e s  o r  s o u n d s ,  u n t i l  a t  a  

g i v e n  p o i n t  t h e y  b e c o m e  i n a u d ib l e  t o  t h e  h u m a n  r e c e i v e r ,  t h a t  p o i n t  n o t  

b e i n g  f ix e d  e x a c t l y  a l i k e  in  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s o m e  p e o p le  h e a r i n g  l o w e r  

s o u n d s  a n d  o t h e r s  h i g h e r  t h a u  t h e  a v e r a g e  l i m i t .  I n c r e a s i n g  l a r g e l y  

t h e  r a t e  o f  v i b r a t i o n s ,  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  h e a t  i s  d e v e lo p e d ,  f u r t h e r  

in c r e a s e  p r o d u c in g  l i g h t ,  a s  in  t h e  o r d i n a r y  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t .  T h i s  m a r k s  

t h e  l i m i t  o f  o u r  p o w e r  t o  a g i t a t e  t h e  a ir ,  a n d  w e  t h e n  c o m e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

t h i s  s u b t l e r  f o r m  o f  s u b s t a n c e  c a l l e d  e t h e r .  A  h i g h  r a t e  o f  v i b r a t i o n  

in  t h i s  i n t e r s p a t i a l  e l e m e n t  g i v e s  u s  t h e  w o n d e r s  o f  t h e  R o n t g e n  r a y s ,  

b y  w h o s e  a id  w e  c a n  l i t e r a l l y  l o o k  t h r o u g h  o u r  o w n  b o d ie s ,  a n d  p e r f o r m  

m a n y  f e a t s  t h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  s e c u r e d  m a r t y r d o m  f o r  w i t c h c r a f t  n o t  s o  

l o n g  a g o .  I n  t h i s  s a m e  r e g i o n  w e  c a n  p e r f o r m  t h e  m a r v e l s  o f  w i r e l e s s  

t e l e g r a p h y ; s e t  u p  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  t h e  e t h e r  w i t h  o n e  m a c h in e ,  w h i c h  

a n o t h e r  m a c h in e ,  p r o p e r ly  a d j u s t e d  o r  a t t u n e d ,  w i l l  t a k e  u p  a n d  r e p e a t ,  

t h o u g h  s i t u a t e d  m i l e s  a p a r t ,  a n d  u s i n g  n o  m e d i u m  b u t  t h e  e t h e r .  N o w ,  

s o m e  o f  y o u  m u s t  b e  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  h i g h l y  e x t r a n e o u s  m a t te r *  

W h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  l e a d  u p  t o  i s  t h i s ,  t h a t  w i t h  t h e s e  w o n d e r ­

f u l  e x a m p l e s  o f  m a n ’s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h i s  i n v i s i b l e  s u b s t a n c e ,  a n d  h i s  

s u c c e s s  in  u t i l i s i n g  i t s  p o w e r ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  s u c h  a  g r e a t  s t r e t c h  

o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  to  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  a  t h e o r y  l i k e  t h i s : Thai the
human mind in the operation of thinking sets up a similar, o r  still higher, 
range of vibrations in the ether, which, passing through the intervening 
atmosphere, similarly agitates other minds, causing them to think similar 
thoughts, a n d  i f  t h i s  w e r e  s o ,  h o w  m a n y  o f  t h e  s t r a n g e  p h e n o m e n a  o f  l i f e  

a r o u n d  u s  w o u ld  b e  e x p l a i n e d  ? T h o u g h t  t r a n s f e r e n c e ,  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  

o f  w h i c h  r e q u ir e s  s o m e  o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a n  m e r e  c o in c id e n c e ,  w o n l d  

■ a p p ea r  in  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  a w f u l  p o t e n c y  o f  e v e n  

u n s p o k e n  t h o u g h t s  w o u l d  c o m p e l  a  d e e p e n e d  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  .

T h i s  b r i n g s  m e  t o  s p e a k  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s ,  w h o  a r e  vei^ r  

numerous i n  A m e r ic a ,  a n d  h a v e  a d h e r e n t s  n o w  in  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  

w o r ld .  *  *  *  *  O f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c e p t  e v e r y  d o c t r i n e  

o f  a n y  s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t ,  n e i t h e r  w o u l d  i t  b e  w i s e  t o  r e j e c t  e v e r y  p r e c e p t  

q f  a n y  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v a g a r i e s  o f  s o m e  o f  i t s  f o l l o w e r s .  J u d g e d  

b y  t h i s  m e t h o d  m o s t  s e c t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o u t  o f  

c o u r t  l o n g  a g o .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  a m  a  g o o d  d e a l  r e p e l l e d  b y  t h e  i d e a  o f  

s e l l i n g  a  C h r i s t i a n  s c i e n t i f i c  c u r e  f o r  h e a d a c h e  f o r  5 0  c e n t s  o r  u p w a r d s *  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a s e  o r  t h e  d e p t h  o f  a  p a t i e n t ’s  p o c k e t .

B u t ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i l  a n o t h e r  p h a s e  o f  t h i s  n e w  s c h o o l  w h i c h  

d e m a n d s  a  m o r o  r e s p e c t f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  H e n r y  W o o d ,  o f  B o s t o n ,  

w h o s e  b o o k s ,  s u c h  a s  “  G o d ’s  I m a g e  in  M a n ,”  s o m e  o f  y o u  k n o w  t o  b e  f u l l  

o f  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  e l e v a t i n g  t h o u g h t s ,  m i g h t  b e  t a k e n  a s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c



e x p o n e n t  o f  C h r i s t i a n  S c ie n c e *  I t  h a s  a s  t h e  c h i e f  b a s i s  o f  i t s  b e l i e f  

t h is  h y p o t h e s i s : That every thought takes on a physical form , or is ex­
pressed in a physical condition, with the natural corollary, that every 
physical form or condition is the direct result or product of thought, and is 
necessarily capable nf being controlled or modified by thought.

T h i s  a p p e a l s  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  a  v e r y  s t a r t l i n g  t h e o r y ,  a s  a l l  n e w  a n d  

f u n d a m e n t a l  t h e o r i e s  i n v a r i a b l y  d o ,  b n t  a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  i t  n o t  o n l y  a  g e n e r a l i ­

s a t io n  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p h e n o m e n a  o f  e v e r y d a y  o b s e r v a t i o n  ?  A l m o s t  

e v e r y b o d y  w o n l d  a d m i t  t h a t  m i n d  s o m e t i m e s  a f f e c t s  o r  m o d i f i e s  m a t t e r .  

W h a t  m o t h e r  t h a t  h a s  b a d  t h e  r e a r i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n  b u t  k n o w s  h o w  s t r o n g  

m e n t a l  e m o t i o n s  h a v e  s o  a f f e c t e d  m a t t e r  a s  t o  s e r i o n s l y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  

t h e  d i g e s t i v e  o r g a n s  o f  h e r  c h i l d  ?  T h i s  i d e a  t h a t  m in d  t r a n s f o r m s  

m a t t e r  i s  n o t  b y  a n y  m e a n s  a  n e w  o n e ; h o w  o f t e n  h a v e  w e  h e a r d  p e o p l e  

r e m a r k in g  a b o u t  t h e  t e n d e r ,  l o v i n g  s p i r i t  b e i n g  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  s a i n t l y  

fa c e  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d .

I f ,  t h e n ,  in  c e r t a i n  c a s e s  i t  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t h a t  m e n t a l  t h o u g h t  

p r o d u c e s  a  d e f i n i t e  p h y s i c a l  r e s u l t ,  m a y  w e  n o t  s n p p o s e  t b a t  i t s  o c c u r ­

r e n c e  i s  n o t  in  a n y  s e n s e  a  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  l a w s  o f  n a t n r e ,  b n t  r a t h e r  

i s  p a r t  o f  a  u n i v e r s a l  l a w  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  u s ,  b u t  q u i t e  in  a c c o r d  w i t h  

th e  e x t e n s i v e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s  ?

O n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  M r. H e n r y  W o o d ,  w h o m  I m e t  i n  B o s t o n ,  1  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a t  t b e  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a  l a r g e  

n u m b e r  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  w h i c h  g i v e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h i s  

t h e o r y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  s a m p l e s  o f  p e r s p i r a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  f r o m  a  

g r e a t  m a n y  p e r s o n s ,  w h o s e  m e n t a l  c o n d i t io n  a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  k n o w n ,  a n d  

t h e s e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  c h e m i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  t h e  w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  a  

f o r m u la  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  t h e m  n o w  t o  t a k e  s i m i l a r  s a m p l e s  w i t h o u t  k n o w ­

in g  t h e  m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  g i v e  f r o m  a n a l y s i s  a  p r e t t y  

a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m e n t a l  c o n d i t io n .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n ­

t i s t s ,  b e l i e v i n g  m i n d  t o  b e  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  p a r t n e r  iu  m a n ,  c a p a b le  o f  

c o n t r o l l i n g  a n d  m o d i f y i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p a r t  o f  h i s  o r g a n i s m ,  l o o k  n p o n  

h e a l t h  a n d  d i s e a s e  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  m e n t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i ­

t io n s ,  a n d  b y  m e a n s  o f  r i g h t  t h i n k i n g  b e l i e v e  t h e y  c a n  e r a d i c a t e  a n d  

a v o id  d i s e a s e ,  a u d  c l a i m  t o  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  B o m e  r e m a r k a b l e  c u r e s  n p o n  

t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  o t h e r s .  T h e y  q n o t e  t h e  w o r d s  o f  C h r i s t ,  w h e n ,  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  H i s  o w n  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k s  o f  h e a l i n g ,  H e  t o l d  H i s  d i s c i p l e s ,  “  T h a t  

g r e a t e r  t h i n g s  t h a n  H e  d i d  w o u l d  t h e y  d o , ”  a n d  b e l i e v e  H e  s p o k e  in  a  

l i t e r a l  s e n s e .  A n d  w h e n  w e  c o m e  t o  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  h a v e r  n o t  s o m e  s e c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h  b e e n  c l a i m i n g  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e s  t o  h a v e  w o r k ­

e d  m i r a c u l o u s  b o d i l y  c u r e s ,  a n d  i s  i t  n o t  j u s t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n  o p e r a t i n g ,  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  a  g r e a t  n a t u r a l  l a w  ?  I  w a s  i m p r e s s e d  

w it h  t h i s  f a c t ,  t h a t  a m o n g s t  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  o f  t h e  M o r m o n  p e o p l e ,  

w h o m  I  m e t  a n d  c o n v e r s e d  w i t h ,  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  t h e  D i v i n e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  w a s  b a s e d  m o r e  o n  t h e  m i r a c u l o u s  w o r k s  o f  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  

l e a d e r s  t h a n  o n  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  r e v e l a t i o n  a c c o r d e d  t o  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  

t b e i r  f a i t h .



I f  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s h o u l d  c o n f ir m  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  t b e i r  h y p o ­

t h e s i s ,  t h i o k  w b a t  a n  i m m e n s e  f ie ld  ifc w i l l  o p e n  n p ,  a n d  w h a t  a  v a s t  

r a n g e  o f  m y s t e r i o u s  p h e n o m e n a  ifc w i l l  t e n d  t o  e x p l a i n .

M a n y  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  m y s t e r i e s  o f  B p ir i tu a l is r a  w i l l  d i s a p p e a r ,  t b e  

O m n ip r e s e n c e  o f  G o d  w i l l  t h e n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  in  a  v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e ,  i f  w e  

l o o k  o n  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  a l l  t b e  v i s i b l e  w o r ld  a r o u n d  u s  a s  t h e  c o n d e n s a t io n  

o f  H i s  g r e a t  t h o u g h t  o f  l o v e ,  w h i l e  t h e  m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  

H i s  S p i r i t  a n d  o u r  s p i r i t s  w i l l  c o m e  w i t h i n  t b e  r a n g e  o f  o u r  c o m p r e ­

h e n s i o n ,  a n d  s o r e l y  c o n s t r a i n  u s  t o  a  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  a n d  c o n s c i o n s  

- s u r r e n d e r  o f  o u r s e l v e s  t o  H i m .

A s  ian e v i d e n c e  t b a t  t h e s e  id e a s  a r e  n o t  m e r e l y  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  i m a g i n ­

i n g s  o f  a  s e t  o f  i g n o r a n t  p e o p le ,  b u t  h a v e  s o m e  b a s i s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ,  

I  m i g h t  r e f e r  y o u  t o  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  u t t e r a n c e  o f  S i r  W i l l i a m  C r o o k e s ,  a t  

B r i s t o l ,  a  f e #  m o n t h s  a g o ,  w h e r e ,  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t e l e p a t h y  a n d  

S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  h e  s a w  s o m e t h i n g  o f  o r d e r  

e v o l v i n g  f r o m  t h e  c h a o s  in  w h i c h  t h e  m a s s  o f  s t r a n g e  p h e n o m e n a  c o n n e c t ­

e d  w i t h  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d ,  h e  c o n c lu d e d  a s  f o l l o w s  :—

. “  S c i e n c e  h a s  t r a i n e d  a n d  f a s h i o n e d  t h e  a v e r a g e  m in d  in t o  h a h i t s

o f  e x a c t i t u d e  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e d  p e r c e p t io n ,  a n d  in  s o  d o i n g  h a s  f o r t i f i e d  

i t s e l f  f o r  t a s k s  h i g h e r ,  w id e r ,  a n d  in c o m p a r a b l y  m o r e  w o n d e r f u l  t b a n  

e v e n  t l i e  w i s e s t  o f  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  im a g i n e d .  L i k e  t h e  s o n l s  in  P l& t o 's  

t o y t h ,  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  c h a r i o t  o f  Z e u s ,  i t  h a s  a s c e n d e d  t o  a  p o i n t  o f  

v i s i o n  f a r  a b o v e  t h e  e a r t h .  I t  i s  h e n c e f o r t h  o p e n  t o  s c i e n c e  t o  t r a n s c e n d  

a l l  w e  n o w  t h i n k  w e  k n o w  o f  m a t t e r ,  a n d  to  g a i n  n e w  g l i m p s e s  o f  

a  p r o f o u n d e r  s c h e m e  o f  C o s m ic  la w .  A n  e m i n e n t  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  t h i s  

c h a i r  d e c la r e d  t h a t  ‘ b y  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  n e c e s s i t y  h e  c r o s s e d  t h e  b o u n d a r y  

o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s c i c n c e ,  a n d  d i s c e r n e d  in  t h a t  matter w h i c h  w e ,  i n  o u r  

i g n o r a n c e  o f  i t s  l a t e n t  p o w e r s ,  a n d  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  o u r  p r o f e s s e d  r e v e r ,  

e n c e  f o r  i t s  C r e a t o r ,  h a v e  h i t h e r t o  c o v e r e d  w i t h  o p p r o b r iu m ,  t h e  p o t e n c y  

a n d  p r o m i s e  o f  a l l  t e r r e s t r i a l  l i f e .*  I  s h o u ld  p r e f e r  t o  r e v e r s e  th r f  

a p o p h t h e g m ,  a n d  t o  s a y  t h a t  in  life I  s e e  t h e  p r o m is e  a n d  p o t e n c y  o f  a l l '  

f o r m s  o f  m a t t e r .  I n  o l d  E g y p t i a n  d a y s  a  w e l l - k n o w n  i n s c r i p t i o n  w a s  

c a r v e d  o v e r  t h e  p o r t a l  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  I s i s  : ‘ l a m  w h a t e v e r  h a t h  b e e n ,  

i s ,  o t  e v e r  w i l l  b e  : a n d  m y  v e i l  n o  m a n  h a t h  y e t  l i f t e d . ’ N o t  t h u s  d o  

m o d e r n  s e e k e r s  a f t e r  t r u t h  c o n f r o n t  N a t u r e — t h e  w o r d  t h a t  s t a n d s  f o r  

t h e  t a  f i l in g  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  S t e a d i l y ,  u n f l i n c h i n g l y ,  w e  s t r i v e  

f o  p i e r c e  t h e  i n i n o s t  h e a r t  o f  N a t u r e ,  f r o m  w h i c h  s h e  i s  f o  r e c o n s t r u c t  

w h a t  s h e  h a s  b e e n  a n d  f o  p r o p h e s y  w h a t  y e t  s h e  s h a l l  b e .  V e i l  a f t e r  

v e i l  lir e  h a v e  l i f t e d ,  a n d  h e r  f a c e  ^ o w s  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l ,  august a n d  

W o n d e r f u l  w i t h  e v e r y  b a r r ie r  t h a t  i s  w i t h d r a w n . ”

A n d  t h i s  m a y  f a i r l y  b e  t a k e n  a s  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  c h a n g i n g  attitade 
o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n  g e n e r a l l y ,  t o  s p i r i t u a l  p h e n o m e n a ; l e a v i n g  t h e  

m a t e r i a l i s m  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e y  a r e  c o m i n g  s o  c l o s e l y  i n t o  t o u c h  w i t h  t h o  

u n s e e n  w o r ld ,  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  p r o m is e s  t o  fin d  i n  t h e m  t h e  h i g h e s t  w i t ­

n e s s e s  a n d  c o n t r ib u t o r s  t o  r e l i g i o n s  t r u t h ,  a n d  f in a l ly  b r i n g  u s  t o  a  c l e a r e r  

c o n c e p t io n  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  u n i t y  o f  a l l  c r e a t e d  t h i n g s .



Now, w h a t  - le s s o n s  c a n  w e  l e a r n  f r o m  a l l  t h i s ,  w h io h  w i l l  h e l p  a s  

m ore e f f e c t i v e l y  s n d  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t b e  d a t y  t h a t  l i e s  t o  o n r  

h a n d  t o - d a y ,  a n d  w o r k  o a t  in  t h e  f u t u r e  l i f e  o f  o a r  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  

C h u r p h e s  t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  k i n d  o f  s e r v i c e  f o r  o u r  c o m m o n  L o r d  a n d  

M a ste r  V I  t h i n k  i t  o u g h t  t o  g u a r d  u s  a g a in s t :  a r r o g a n c e  o f  t h o u g h t  

an d  s p e e c h  a n d  k e e p  u s  f r o m  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  w e  h a v e  c a p t u r e d  t h e  o n l y  

b e a u t i f u l  b ir d  o f  t r u t h  a n d  e n c lo s e d  i t  i n  o u r  t i n y  c a g e .  T h a t  w h i l e  w e  

u n d o u b t e d ly  h a v e  b e c o m e  p o s s e s s e d  o f  a  s » n n ll  p i e c e  o f  t h a t  p r i c e l e s s  

g e m  o f  D i v i n e  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  s h o u l d  v a l i a n t l y  h o ld  i t  o n  h i g h ,  s o  t h a t  

i t  m n y  r e f l e c t  t h e  r a y s  o f  D i v i n e  l o v e  o n  a l l  a r o u n d  u s ,  w e  s h o u l d  

r e m e m b e r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  i s  o n l y  a  b r o k e n  f r a g m e n t ,  w h ic h  w i l l  s h i n e  

a ll t h e  m o r e  r e s p l e n d e n t l y  w h e n  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  f r a g m e n t s  l y i n g  

a r o u n d  u s .

T o  t h i s  e n d  w e  o u g h t  to  s i g n a l i s e  t h e  b ir t h  o f  t h e  c o m i n g  c e n t u r y  

by s o m e  m o v e  t o w a r d s  c l o s e r  C h r i s t i a n  u n i t y  in  t h i s  c o lo n y .  *  *  *  *  

A n d  is  i t  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e  d o n o  in  t h e  w a y  o f  u n i t i n g  

fo r  a g g r e s s i v e  w o r k  a l l  t h o s e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c K  w h ic h ,  in  

K n g la n d ,  a r e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  F r e e  C h u r c h e i — l i k e  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  b y  

th e  F r e e  C h u r c h  C o u n c i l  a t  H o m e  ? S u r e l y  o n r  c o n d i t i o n s  in  t h e s e  n e w  

la n d s  a r e  s u c h  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  le a d  t h e  v a n  iu  t h i s  u n i f y i n g  m o v e m e n t .  

W e  h a v e  n o  S t a t e  C h u r c h  h a n g i n g  r o u n d  o n r  n e c k s  l i k e  a  m i l l s t o n e  ; o u r  

c h i ld r e n  m i n g l e  in  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  f o r m i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  u n f e t t e r e d  b y  

th e  n a r r o w i n g  i n f lu e n c e  o f  s e c t s  o r  c r e e d s ,  w h i l e  o u r  n e a r e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  

e q u a l i t y  o f  s o c ia l  c o n d i t i o n s  s h o u l d  h e l p  u s  in  a  m o r e  u n i t e d  w o r s h i p  o f  

t h e w i e  G o d .

I n  m y  t r a v e l s  r o u n d  t h e  w o r ld  I  c a m e  i n t o  b r o t h e r l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

m e n  o f  a l l  s h u d e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  f r a t e r n i s i n g  w i t h  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  

F r e e  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h ,  w i t h  R o m a n  

C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t ,  a n d  J e w i s h  r a b b i ,  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e  f o u n d  w e  c o u ld  m e e t  

on  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  a r o u n d t h e  F a t h e r h o o d  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  

o f  m a n ,  s o  t h a t  f o r m s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  s y s t e m s  o f  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  

a n d  e v e n  s p e c u l a t i v e  b e l i e f s ,  s e e m e d  t o  t a k e  a  very s e c o n d a r y  p l a c e ,  a n d  

character s e e m e d  a l l  in  a l l .  C h a r a c t e r  w h i c h  h n s  p o w e r  t o  t r a n s f o r m  

t h e  w o r l d ,  t o  b in d  m a n  m o r e  c l o s e l y  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  m a n ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  

t h e  m o s t  f i l ia l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  h i s  G o d . C h a r a c t e r  w h ic h  i s  e s s e n t i a l  in  t h e  

l o n e l y  s t u d e u t  p r y i n g  i n t o  N a t u r e ’s  d e e p e s t  s e c r e t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i u  t h e  

m a n  o f  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  b u f f e t e d  a b o n t  in  t h e  t u n n o i l  o f  c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t io n s ,  

a n d  t b e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  

u n i v e r s a l .

T h e  f o r m a t io n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c h a r a c t e r  i s  l i k e  t h e  a t t u n e m e n t  

o f  t h e  s o u l  o f  m a n  t o  t h e  g r e a t  s o u l  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  f o r m i n g  t h e  l i n k  

w h i c h  u n i t e s  m a u ’s  l i f e  t o  t h e  L i f e  o f  G o d  ; a n d  j u s t  a s  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  M a r c o n i  r a y  m u s t  b e  a d j u s t e d  o r  a t t a h e d  t o  t h e  

g e n e r a t o r  b e f o r e  i t  c a n  r e c e i v e  a n d  r e p e a t  t h e  m e s s a g e ,  s o  m u s t  o u r  

h e a r t  a n d  l i f e  b e  in  a t t u n e m e n t  w i t h  G o d  b e f o r e  w e  c a n  r e c e i v e  a n d  r e p e a t  

t h e  m e s s a g e  o f  H i s  e t e r n a l ,  a l l - e m b r a c i n g  lO v e  t o  m a n ,



I n  t h u s  a d v o c a t i n g  u n i t y ,  d o  n o t  t h i n k  I  a m  d e s i r o u s  o f  s e e i n g  o a r  

i n d i v i d u a l i t y  l o s t ,  t h r o u g h  a b s o r p t io n  i n t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  b o d ie s *  

a n d  o n r  d i s t i n c t i v e  p r i n c i p l e s  c a s t  a s id e .  N o ,  w e  m u s t  n o t  t h r o w  a w a y  

t h e  f r a g m e n t  o f  t h e  j e w e t  w e  p o s s e s s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w h o l e  w o u l d  b e  

i n c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  i t s  p a r t .  E v e n  a m i d s t  t h e  e v i d e n o e s  o f  u n i t y  o f  

w h i c h  I  h a v e  s p o k e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  r e t r o g r a d e  m o v e m e n t s —  

c a s e s  o f  r e v e r s a l  t o  t y p e ,  a s  i t  w e r e — w h ic h  d e m a n d  o u r  m o s t  d i l i g e n t  

a t t e n t i o n .  Y o u  k n o w  i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  a  s t e p  o r  t w o  

b a c k w a r d  t o  g a i n  m o m e n t u m  f o r  o v e r c o m i n g  s o m e  p h y s i c a l  o b s t a c l e  t b a t  

l i e s  b e t w e e n  u s  a n d  o n r  g o a l ; a n d  s o  i t  i s  in  m o r a l  m o v e m e n t s .  W e  h a v e  

h a d  s e v e r a l  b a c k w a r d  m o v e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  k in d  in  E n g l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  

p a s t  f e w  y e a r s .

•  *  *  •  •

W i t h  t b e s e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  r e t r o g r e s s io n  b e f o r e  o u r  e y e s ,  i t  w o u l d  

n e v e r  d o  f o r  u s  t o  t h i n k  o f  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  f r e e d o m  ; w e  a r e  

t h e  in h e r i t o r s  o f  a  n o b le  r e c o r d ,  a n d  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  d e e d s  o f  v a l o u r  

w h ic h  s h a l l  p r o v e  a  r ic h  i n h e r i t a n c e  t o  o u r  c h i ld r e n .  O n r  p a s t  w o r k  

in  t h i s  c o lo n y  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  a  g o o d  d e a l  t o  r o b u s t n e s s  o f  l i f e  a n d  

c h a r a c t e r  ; i t s  in f lu e n c e  i s  r e f le c t e d  in  o u r  m a g n i f i c e n t  s y s t e m  o f  f r e e ,  

s e c u la r ,  a n d  c o m p u ls o r y  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  o u r  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  g e n e r a l l y .  T h e  g r a n d  h e r o ic  s t r u g g l e  o f  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  i n  

t b e  c a u s e  o f  f r e e d o m ,  f o r  l i b e r t y  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,  m u s t  in s p i r e  n s  t o  a d d  

f r e s h  la u r e l s  t o  o u r  n a m e ,  b y  t a k i n g  a  w i s e  b u t  v a l i a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  

g r e a t e r  s t r u g g l e  y e t  t o  c o m e ,  f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  f r e e d o m ,  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  

l i b e r t y ,  a n d  s o  h a s t e n  o n  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  s h a l l  b e  

j o in e d  t o g e t h e r  in  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  a n d  t h e  b o n d s  o f  p e a c e ,  w h e n  

“  m a n  t o  m a n ,  t h e  w o r ld  o ’e r ,  s h a l l  B r i t h e r s  b e  a n d  a ’ t h a t . ’’

G e o r g e  F o w l d s .

BHAKTI AND GNANAM.

(Concluded from p. 3 0 1 . )

I
T  i s  r e p e a t e d  ad nauseam, i n  t h e  B h a g a v a l a  P u r a n a ,  t h a t  S r i  K r i s h n a  ( a  

b o y  o f  1 1  o r  1 2  w h e n  h e  l e f t  B r in d & v a n a )  w a s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r io d  o f  

H i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o n  t h i s  e a r t h ,  i n c a p a b le  o f  s e x n a l  d e s i r e ,  a s  H e  w a s  t h e  

A l m i g h t y  G o d  w h o  w o r k s  w i t h o u t  a t t a c h m e n t  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  H i s  

c r e a t u r e s ,  H e  h a v i n g  n o t h i n g  t o  a t t a i n  f o r  H i m s e l f  ( s e e  a l s o  G i t i l  

C h a p t e r  I I I ,  S l o k a  2 2 \  N o w ,  w h e n  p e r s o n s  t a k e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  

b le 'S e d  G o p i s ’ l o v e  t o w a r d * ,  a n d  d a n c e s  w i t h ,  S i i  K r i s h n a ,  f r o m  t h e  

B h a g a v a t a ,  b n t  l e a v e  o u t  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  in  t h a t  s a m e  h o l y  B o o k ,  o f  

S r i  K r i s h n a ’s  p e r f e c t  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o w a r d s  t h e  G o p i s ’ s e x u a l  c h a r m s  

w h ic h  a r e ,  in  o n e  p la c e ,  d e s c r ib e d  a s  r e f l e c t io n s  o f  H i s  o w n  i n f i n i t e  

b e a u t y  ; a n d  w h e n  t h e s e  p e o p le  s l y l y  o r  n n c o n s c i o n s l y  a s c r ib e  t o  S r i  

K r i s h n a  t h e i r  o w n  h u m a n  f r a i l t i e s ,  w e a k n e s s ,  l a s t ,  e t c . ,  a n d  t h e u  c a l l  

S r i  K r i s h n a  t h e  m o s t  im m o r a l  b e i n g  in  h i s t o r y ,  I  c a n n o t  c a l l  s n c h  a  

p r o c e d u r e  a t  a l l  f a ir .  I t  i s  o n  t h i s  a c c o u n t  t h a t  i t  i s  i n s i s t e d  u p o n  t h a t  

no one who flops not b e l i e y e  S r i  K r i s h n a  t o  b e  tbe p u r e .  A l m i g h t y  G o d



w it h o u t  h a m a n  w e a k n e s s ,  o u g h t  t o  b e  t a u g h t .  t b e G i t £ , o r  t h e  B h & g a v a t a ,a s  

s u c h  a  m a n  i s  s u r e  t o  m i s a n d e r s t a n d  a n d  m i s i n t e r p r e t  t h e  h o l y  t e a c h i n g s  

an d  s t o r i e s .  H a v e  w e  n o t  r e a d  o f  s o m e  p e r s o n s  d e s c r i b i n g  S r i  K r i s h n a  

a s  a  b l o o d - t h i r s t y ,  u n s c r u p u l o u s  m a n ,  w h o  g a v e  e v i l  a d v i c e  t o  A r j u n a  t o  

k il l h i s  n e a r  r e l a t i o n s  ; a n d  d i d  w e  n o t  h e a r  o f  a n  i m p u l s i v e ,  c u l t u r e d  

H in d u  P j  o f e s s o r  t a l k i n g  o f  t h e  L o r d  a s  t h e  m o s t  im m o r a l  m a n  w h o  

p o l lu t e d  t h e  e a r t h  ? T h e  p a t r o n i z i n g  r e f e r e n c e ,  m a d e  b y  a n  I n d i a n  

p e r io d ic a l ,  t o  S a i n t  S u k a ,  a  B r a h m a n  R i s h i ,  a s  a n  u n r e a s o n i n g  p a r r o t  

w h o  d i d  n o t  k n o w  h o w  t o  e x p l a i n  p r o p e r ly  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  S r i  K r i s h n a ’s  

Ulds, i s  s t i l l  m o r e  f u n n y .  S r i  S u k a  b e i n g  u n d o u b t e d ly ,  i n  m y  h u m b l e  

o p in io n ,  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  in  in f o r m a t io n  in  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  a n d  in  i n t e l l i ­

g e n c e , t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h a t  p e r io d ic a l .  W e  n e e d  f e e l  n o  i n d i g n a t i o n  

a t s u c h  a b u s e s  o f  t l i e  L o r d ,  a s  t h e  L o r d  i s  in  n o  w a y  a f f e c t e d  b y  a b u s e ,  

an d  w e  n e e d  o n l y  p i t y  o n r  o w n  i g n o r a n c e ,  i r r e v e r e n c e ,  c o n c e i t ,  a n d  

o o n t e m p t  f o r  o t h e r s ’ f e e l i n g s .  S p e a k i n g  h n m a n l y ,  t h e  L o r d ’s  s a c r i f i c e  o f  

e v en  H i s  w o r l d l y  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  G o p i s  a n d  B h a k t a s  b y  h i s  

h a m a n  A v a t a r a ,  a n d  h i s  d e e d s  t h e r e in ,  h a v e  b e e n  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  

s a c r if ic e  o f  b o d y  o r  w e a l t h  m a d 6 b y  s a i n t s  fo r  t h e  g o o d  o f  H u m a n i t y .  

I t  h a s  b e e n  w e l l  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  B h a k t a  w h o  p o n d e r s  o v e r  t h e  L o r d ’s  

s t e a l in g  o f  H i s  o w n  c u r d s  a n d  m i l k  w h e n  h e  w a s  a  c h i l d  o f  l e s s  t h a n

5 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  in  H i s  h u m a n  A v a t& r a  o f  S r i  K r i s h n a ,  d r o p s  t h e  i d e a  o f  

t h e L o r d ’s  s i n s  o f  t h e f t ;  a n d  t h e  B h a k t a  w h o  p o n d e r s  o v e r  t h e  L o r d ’s  

d a l l ia n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e f l e c t io n s  o f  H i s  o w n  d i v i n e  b e a u t y  ( b e f o r e  h i s  1 2 t h  

y e a r ) ,  a l s o  a b a n d o n s  t b e  i d e a  o f  t h e  L o r d ’s  s e x u a l  i m m o r a l i t i e s .  T h e  

d e b a s e m e n t  a n d  u t t e r  r e m o r s e  w h ic h  m u s t  c o m e  u p o n  t b e  B h a k t a ,  

w h o  c o m p a r e s  h i s  o w n  c o v e t o u s n e s s  a n d  l u s t  ( w h e n  h e  a c t e d  a s  a  t h i e f ,  

a n d  c o m m u n e d  w i t h  w o m a n  w h e n  h e  w a s  a n  a d u l t  r e s p o n s ib le  m a n ) ,  

w ith  t h e  p a s s i o n l e s s  L o r d ’s  n o b le  o b j e c t  o f  b l e s s i n g  h i s  B h a k t a s — w h e n  

th e  L o r d  s t o l e  c u r d s  a n d  m i l k ,  a n d  d a l l i e d  w i t h  w o m a n — s u c h  d e b a s e m e n t  

a n d  r e m o r s e ,  a n d  s u c h  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o r d ’s  m e r c i e s ,  fo r m  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  prayaschitta.
T o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s : t h e y  f i r s t  p r a y e d  t o  t h e  G o d d e s s  o f  

d iv in e  G r a c e  ( m o t h e r  B h a v & n i)  t o  m a k e  S r i  K r i s h n a  t h e i r  h u s b a n d .  

T h e ir  p r a y e r  w a s  g r a n t e d ,  a f t e r  t h e y  s h o w e d ,  a s  I  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  t h a t  
th e y  k n e w  S r i  K r i s h n a  t o  b e  t h e  O m n i s c i e n t  L o r d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  

eonlci n o t. g e t  h i s  l o v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s u a l  f e m i n i n e  a r t s  o f  c o q u e t r y  a n d  

d r e ss , b u t  p u r e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s p i r i t  o f  u n s e l f i s h  s e l f - s u r r e n d e r  t o  h i s  

w i l l ; a n d  w h e n  fche m a r r ie d  G o p i s  m e t  H i m  o n  t h a t  b l e s s e d  firsfc n i g h t ,  

n n a b le  t o  r e s i s t  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u l - s t i r r i n g  s p i r i t u a l  s t r a i n s  o f  H i s  

b le s s e d  V e n n ,  H e  s e v e r e l y  r e p r i m a n d e d  t h e m ,  a n d  o r d e r e d  t h e m  t o  g o  

b a c k  t o  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  a n d  h u s b a n d s .  H e  t h u s  t e s t e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e i r  

lo v e  t o w a r d s  H i m .  T h e  G o p i s ,  b y  t h e i r  r e p l y ,  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e y  k n e w  

h im  t o  b e  t h e  p a s s i o n l e s s ,  u n c h a n g e a b l e ,  L o r d ,  a n d  u o t  a  w e a k  h u m a n  

lo v e r . H e  s a w  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  G o p i s  w e r e  a l m o s t  p e r f e c t l y  p u r e  in  

th e ir  lo v e  t o w a r d s  H i m ,  a  l i t t l e  r a j a s i c  q u a l i t y  w a s  a l s o  p r e s e n t  in  t h a t  

lo v e . A r e  w e ,  w r e t c h e d  s l a v e s  o f  l u s t ,  t o  b l a m e  o u r  b le s s e d  m o t h e r s ?  

T h e  L o r d  d a l l i e d  a  l i t t l e  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  w h e n  H e  s a w  t h a t  t h e y  b e c a m e



a  t i t t l e  p r o u d  a i d  v a i n  t h e r e b y ,  H e  v a n i s h e d  f r o m  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e ,  a c c o m ­

p a n i e d  by 0D e G o p i ,  p u r e r  t h a n  t h e  r e s t .  W h e n e v e r  t h i s  p u r e s t  o n e  

s h o w e d  a  l i t t l e  f e m i n i n e  w e a k n e s s  a n d  c o q u e t r y ,  H e  v a n i s h e d  f r o m  h e r  

s i g h t  a l s o .  W h o  c a n  d e s c r i b e  t b e  k e e n e s t  a g o n i e s  s u f f e r e d  b y  t h e  

b te s B e d  G o p i s ,  w h e n  t h e  L o r d  v a n i s h e d  d n r i n g  t h a t  l i v e l o n g  n i g h t  ? 

T h e r e  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  j e a l o u s y  a f t e r w a r d s  a m o n g  t h e  G o p i s ,  n s  t h e i r  

l o v e  h a d  l o s t  a l m o s t  a l l  i t s  e a r t h l y  t a i n t .  T h e  p a in  o f  R e p a r a t io n  f r o m  

t h e  L o r d ’s  B e i n g ,  m a d e  t h e m  i n t e n s e l y  c o n t e m p l a t e  H i s  f o r m , H i s  n a t u r e ,  

a n d  H i s  a c t s ,  a n d  t h e y  f e l l  i n t o  t h a t  s t a t e  w h i c h  y o g i n s  a t t a i n  in  

S a m d d h i ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  o n  t h e  B u d d h i c  p l a n e ,  t h a t  is ,  t h e  G o p i s  

b e c a m e  o n e  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e i r  l o v e .  O n e  G o p i  b e g a n  t o  t a l k  a n d  

a c t  a s  S n  K r i s h n a  d i d  w h e n  h e  d a n c e d  o n  t h e  K a f i y a  s e r p e n t  ; a n o t h e r  

a s  H e  d i d  w h e n  H e  s p l i t  n p  B a k & s u r a , a n d  s o  o n  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  A t  l a s t ,  

S r i  K r i s h n a  a p p e a r e d  a n d  d a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e m  a g a i n  a n d  i t  h a p p e n e d  

t h a t  a m o n g  t h e  b le s s e d -  m o t h e r s ,  s h e  w h o s e  l o v e  h a d  t h e  l e a s t  t a i n t  o f  

r& ja s io  d e s i r e  s p e e d i l y  g o t  r id  o f  t h a t  d e s i r e  a n d  h a d  S r i  K r i s h n a  

a l w a y s  b y  h e r  s i d e  a n d  i n  h e r  h«»art, a n d  n e v e r  f e l t  t h e  p a i n  o f  s e p a r a ­

t i o n  f r o m  t h e  l o v e d  B e i n g  w h o  t o ld  t h e m  a g a in  a n d  a g a i n  t h a t  H e  w a s  

t h e  O m n i p r e s e n t  G o d  in  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  a l l ,  a n d  t h e y  o u g h t ,  t o  s e e  H i m  

e v e r y w h e r e  t h r o u g h  i n t e n s e  l o v i n g  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t i l l  t h e y  d i d  

s o ,  t h e  e x c r u c i a t i n g  p a i n  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  m u s t  b e  s u f f e r e d  by 
t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  p u r i f i c a t io n ,  a n d  t h a t  H e  w i l l  p a r t  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  

g o o d .  H e  k e p t  t o  h i s  o w n  w o r d .  H e  w e n t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e m  t o  

M a d h u r d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  l e a v i n g  t h e m  a l m o s t  h e a r t  b r o k e n .  T h e y  

a b u s e d  h i m  t h r o u g h  lo v e ,  b u t  t h e y  k n e w  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t h a t  H e  

w a s  r i g h t .  H e  a f t e r w a r d s  s e n t  H i s  B h a k t a ,  U d d h a v a ,  t o  c o n s o le  t h e m  

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  L o r d ,  a t  l a s t ,  o n  t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  a  s o l a r  

e o l ip s e ,  t e u g h t  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s  f u l l y  H i s  n a t u r e  a n d  H i s  B h a k t i ,  a t  t h e  

h o l y  s h r i n e  o f  S y a m a n t a k a  P a n c h a k a ,  a n d  t h e  G o p i s  a l l  b e e a m e  

'H v a n m n k t a s .  T h e  h u s b a n d s  o f  t h e  m a r r ie d  G o p i s  n e v e r  m i s s e d  t h e i r  

w i v e s ,  a s  t h s  L o r d ,  b y  o n e  o f  H i s  in f i n i t e  M d y d s  o r  in s c r u t a b l e  p o w e r s ,  

m a d e  t h e  h u s b a n d s  f e e l  t h e  p r e s e n c e  a n d  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e i r  w i v e s  a t  h o m e  

a a  u s u a l .  A l l  t b e  G o p a s  a n d  G o p i s  h a d  k n o w n  t h e  L o r d  t o  b e  t h e  

O m n ip r e s e n t  p u r e  o n e  w h o s e  t o u c h  p u r i f ie d  l i k e  s p i r i t u a l  f ir e .

S u c h  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s  a s  t o ld  i n  t h e  B h d g a v a t a .  

T h e  n a m e  R&dh& d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  e v e n  o n c e  in  t h e  B b & g a v a t a ,  w h i c h  

c i r c u l a t e s  in  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t io n s  o f  I n d i a .  L a t e r  d e v o t e e s ,  a n d  s p u r io u s  ( ? )  

P o r A n a a  h a v e  a d d e d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  

w a s  v e r y  g r e a t  in  t h e  d a y s  o f  I n d i a ’s  m e d i e v a l i s m ,  t o  e n l a r g e  u p o n  t h e  

a m o r o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  G o p i s ,  a n d  t o  h i n t  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  w a s  c a p a b l e  o f  

r e c ip r o c a t in g  a n d  b e i n g  b o u n d  b y  t h e  l o w e r  lo v e .  W h e n  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  

c a n  b e  a l l  e x p l a i n e d  i n  a  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s e ,  t h e  s t o r y - t e l l e r  m i g h t  w e l l  b e  

b la m e d  f o r  h i s  a t t r i b u t i n g  s e n s u a l  f e e l i n g s  t o  t h e  L o r d .  I n  B e n g a l ,  

i n f in i t e ,  s p i r i t u a l ,  s e l f - f o r g e t f u l  l o v e  i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  a l l e g o r i c a l l y  r e p r e ­

s e n t e d  a s  R A d h u .

T h e  l o v e  o f  w o m a n  i s  u s u a l l y  m u c h  l e s s  im p u r e  t h a n  t h e  l o v e  o f  

jp a f l .  A  w o m a n ’s  j o v e  i s  a l m o s t  i d e a l ,  T h e r e  i s  m o p e  o f  s w e e t  p a s s i t e -



n ea s  a n d  u n s e l f i s h  y i e l d i n g  in  w o m a n ' s  l o v e ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h a n  iu  m a n s .  

A n d  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  m o r e  o f  c o n s t a n c y .  O u r  c o b l e  Q u e e u - K r a p r e s s  -h a s  

i iv e d  u p o n  t h o  t h o u g h t  o f  b e t- id e a l  w a r n e d  b l i s s ,  a f t e r  ,b e r  w id o w h o o d ,  

w h i le  e v e n  a  v e r y  ip o r a l  P u r i t a n  l i k e  B r i g h t  f e l t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  

s e c o n d  m a r r ia g e  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ’s  d e a t h .  M a n y  o f  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  

rea d  in  P l a t o ’s  b a n q u e t  t h a t  P a u s a n i a s  m a k e s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

U r a s i a n  V e n u s  a n d  t h e  P a n d e m ia n  V e n u s ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  U r a n i a n  

G o d  o f  l o v e ,  a n d  t h e  P a n d e m i a n  G o d  o f  l o v e .  W o m a n s  l o v e  t o w a r d s  

m a n  i s  m o r e  in s p ir e d  b y  t h e  U r a n i a n ,  m a s c u l i n e  G o d ,  w h o s e  v o t a r i e s  tu*e 

fr e e  f r o m  w a n t o n n e s s  a n d  l u s t ,  a n d  s e e k  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  

e u d o w e d  w i t h  g r e a t e r  p h y s i c a l  a u d  m e n t a l  v i g o u r  t h a n  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  

lo v e  o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s  t o w a r d s  S r i  K r i s h n a  v e r y  s o o n  l o s t  a l l  e a r t h l y  o r  

s e x u a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  t h e  G o p i s  f o u n d  i n t e n s e  p l e a s u r e  in  t a l k i n g  t o  e a e h  

o t h e r  w i t h o u t  a  p a r t i c l e  o f  j e a l o u s y  o f  S r i  K r i s h n a .  I  w i l l  a g a i n  i ^ p e a t  

th a t  S i  i  K r i s h n a  n e v e r  n e e d e d  p u r i f i c a t io n  H im s e l f *  A s  s a i n t  S u k a  

s a y s ,  L o r d  R u d r a  c a n  d r i n k  p o is o n  w i t h  i m p u n i t y  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  

tb e  w o r ld ,  a n d  L o r d  S r i  K r i s h n a  c a n  d a l l y  w i t h  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s ,  fo r  

f ix in g  H i m s e l f  in  t h e i r  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ,  a u d  t o  s h o w  t o  h i s  Bbaktas t h a t  

t h e y  n e e d  n o t  b e  a f r a id  t o  c o m e  t o  h im  e v e n  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  iiq p tr r i*  

t ie s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  in  H i s  O m n ip o t e n c e  a n d  p u r i t y .  

T h e  L o r d  s a y s ,  in  t h e  B h a g a v a t a ,  t h a t  e v e n  i m p u r e  p a s s i o n ,  i f  d i r e c t e d  

t o w a r d s  t h e  L o r d ,  b e c o m e s  b u r n e d  u p  i n  t h e  f ir e  o f  H i s  passionless 
h o l i n e s s ,  a n d  h e u c e  b e c o m e s  in c a p a b le  o f  e v i l  g e r m i n a t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  

a  f r i e d  s e e d .  W e ,  f r a i l  m o r t a l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m u s t  g o v e r n  o u r s e l v e s  b y  t h e  

r u le s  o f  c o n d u c t  l a id  d o w n  b y  H i m  in  t h e  S h & stra s- ( s e e  I f j t h  C h a p t e r  o f  

th e  G i t a ) .  T h e  L o r d  i«  b e y o n d  D h a r m a  a n d  A d h a r m n ,  a s  t h e  K a t h o p a n i -  

s h a d  s a y s .  H e  i s  n o t  im m o r a l  o r  n o n - m o r a l ,  b u t  H e  i s  a  m e t a - D b a r m i c  

an d  m e t  a* m o r a l  B e i n g .  S a i n t  S u k a  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  L o r d  

o u g h t  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d  a l w a y s ,  w h i l e  a l l  a c t s  o f  t h e  L o r d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  

im i t a t e d ,  e x c e p t  t h o s e  a b o u t  w h i c h  t h e  L o r d -  6a y s  t b a t  t h e y  

w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  H i m  a s  e x a m p l e s  f o r  t h e  w o r ld  ; f o r  i n s t a n c e  

th e  L o r d ’s  h o n o r in g  o f  e l d e r s ,  o f  p io u s  B r a h m i n s  a n d  o f  t h e  

T ir im u r t i s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  a l l  o n l y  h i s  VibhiUis. A 9 M r .  S i n  n e t t  

s a y s ,  a  h a l f  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  o c c u l t  t r u t h  i s  a l w a y s  r i s k y  a n d  

f u l l  o f  d a g g e r ,  a n d  h e n c e  B u d d h a ’s  s i l e n c e  t o  q u e s t i o n s ,  b y  o r d in a r y  r p e n ,  

a b o u t  t h e  s o u l .  W e  s e e  e v e n  n o w  h o w  a  s u p e r f i c ia l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  some 
t e r m s  i n  A d v a i t i c  V e d a n t a  i s  r u i n i n g  p e r s o n s  w h o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  

h a v e  b e c o m e  O m n i s c i e n t  t h e r e b y .  M a n y  w h o  w a n t  t o  s t i f l e  t h e i r  c o n ­

s c i e n c e  w h ic h  r e b u k e s  t h e m  f o r  l u s t ,  b l a s p h e m e  S r i  K r i s h n a ’s  L i l a s ,  a n d  

m a n y , w h o  w a n t  t o  b o a s t ,  a n d  t o  p a r a d e  t h e i r  v i r t u e ,  i g n o r a n t l y  o r  m a l i c i ­

o u s ly  b la s p h e m e  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  m a n y  n o  d o u b t  d o  s o  t h r o u g h  h o n e s t  

ig n o r a n c e ,  o r  b ig o t r y .  T o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  L o r d ’s  e x a m p l e  ( i n s t e a d  o f  m a n ’s  

i g n o r a n c e ,  o o n c e i t ,  o r  v o l u n t a r y  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n )  h a s  r u in e d  a n y  m a n ’s  

m o r a ls  i s  m e r e l y  l i k e  p u t t i n g  t h e  c a r t  b e f o r e  t h e  l io r e e ,  a n d  like a r g u i n g  

t b a t  r e l i g i o n  i s  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ’s  w o e s -  T h e  b l e s s e d  s a i n t s  

w h e n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  p u r e  l o v e  t o w a r d s  G o d  i n  h u m a n  l a n g u a g e  c a n -  

n o t  describe i t s  i n t e n s i t y  a n d  s i n g l e  h a p p in e s s ,  e x c e p t  i n  terms o f  t h e  u n *



s e l f i s h  l o v e  o f  a  w o m a n  t o w a r d s  h e r  h u s b a n d .  T b e y  t b i u k  t h a t  t h e  l o v e  

o f  a  f r i e n d  t o w a r d s  a  f r i e n d  i s  w a n t i n g  in  t b e  n e c e s s a r y  i n t e n s i t y ,  a n d  

t bat. o f  a  s e r v a n t  t o w a r d s  a  m a s t e r  i s  w a n t i u g  in  t b e  r e q u i s i t e  n e a r ­

n e s s  a u d  c l o s e n e s s  ; a n d  t b a t  o f  a  s o n  t o w a r d s  a  f a t h e r ,  i u  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  

f r e e d o m  f r o m  t h e  s e u s e  o f  c o n s t r a i n t ,  o b l i g a t i o u  a n d  f e a r .  S o m e  d e v o t e e s  

t h i u k  t b a t  a  w o m a n ’s  l o v e  t o w a r d s  h e r  h u s b a n d  m i g h t  b e  t a i n t e d  b y  

t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  t b e  w o r l d ’s  p r a is e .  A  v i r t u o u s  w i f e  d e s c r ib e s  h e r  l o v e  t o ­

w a r d s  G o d  a s  t h a t  o f  a w o m a n  f o r  h e r  s e c r e t  l o v e r  f o r  w h o m  s h e  g i v e s  u p  

e v e n  w o r l d l y  h o n o u r  a n d  i n c u r s  s h a m e  a n d  o d iu m ,  j u s t  a s  a  s a i n t  g i v e s  

u p  w o r l d l y  h o n o u r  f o r  G o d ’s  s a k e .  W h e n  s u c h  m e t a p h o r s  a r e  in  r e l i g i o u s  

w o r k s  w e  m u s t  d i s s o c i a t e  t h e  im p u r e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a s  a c c i d e n t s  d u e  t o  t h e  

i m p e r f e c t i o n  o f  h u m a n  Vaikhari l a n g u a g e  a n d  t a k e  t h e  s e n s e  a n d  m e a n ­

i n g  iu  t h e  Fard a n d  Pasyanti a s p e c t s . *  I t  i s  a l s o  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  n o t i c e  

t b a t  n o  m a le  o r  f e m a l e  s a i n t  h a s  d e s c r ib e d  h i s  o r  h e r  l o v e  t o w a r d s  G o d  

a s  l l i a t o f  a  m a n  t o w a r d s  a  w o m a n ,  b u t  a l w a y s  a s  t b a t  o f  a  w o m a n  t o ­

w a r d s  a  m a n .  T h e  L o r d  s a y s  in  t h e  G i t  A ( 1 2 t h  C h a p t e r )  t h a t  H e  l i f t s  

u p  s u c h  B h a k t a s  f r o m  t h e  o c e a n  o f  d e a t h  a n d  m i s e r y ,  t h e y  n o t  h a v i n g  t o  

p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  c o u r s e s  o f  t h e  Jn& n&.

L o v e  c r e a t e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  l o v e r  a u d  t h e  l o v e d ,  a n  a f f in i t y ,  w h i c h  

w i l l  r e v e a l  t o  t h e  lo v e r  t b e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  l o v e d  t h i n g ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  i s o l a ­

t io n  a u d  s e p a r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  lo v e d  a n d  t h e  lo v e r ,  w h i c h  e x i s t  d u r i n g  

t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  o f  l o v e ,  w i l l  v a n i s h .  H e n c e  i t  i s  t b a t  l o c k s  a n d  p r i s o n  

d o o r s  c a u n o t  k e e p  o u t  l o v e ,  a u d  a  m o t h e r  s o m e t i m e s  a t t a i n s  i n s t i n c ­

t i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  h e r  lo v e d  s o n ’s  s t a t e s .  J n a n a  a u d  i n t u i t i o n  t h u s  

c o m e  e a s i l y  t h r o u g h  lo v e .  N o  w o n d e r  t b a t  t h e  G o p i s  w h o  w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  

t o  l o v e  u n s e l f i s h l y  t b e  S u p r e m e  G o d ,  c a m e  t o  k u o w  H i s  p a s s i o n l e s s ,  b e n e f ­

i c e n t ,  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  p o w e r f u l  n a t u r e  b e t t e r  a u d  s o o n e r  t h a n  a s c e t i o Y o g i n s  

sm d  J n a u in s .  T b e  D i v i n e  N a t u r e  c a n n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  

w b a t  i s  h u m a n .  T h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  a n  A v a t u r a  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a r y .  S r i  

K r i s h n a  in  t h e  G i t a  s a y s ,  t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  f o o l s  w h o  d e s p i s e  H i m ,  b e c a u s c  

h e  h a s  t a k e n  a  h u m a n  b o d y .  I f  G o d  i s  n o t  d e f i l e d  b y  H i s  o m n i p r e s ­

e n c e ,  H e  c a n  n o t  b e  d e f i l e d  b y  i n c a r n a t i o n .  R a t h e r ,  G o d  i n c a r n a t e d  i s  

m o r e  w o r t h y  o f  d e v o t i o n  t h a n  in  H i s  u n k n o w n  a u d  u n k n o w a b l e  s t a t e .  

H e n c e  i h  t h e  G i t a ,  C h a p t e r s  I V .  a n d  X . ,  S r i  K r i s h n a  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  m a n  

w h o  t r u l y  k n o w s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  L o r d ’s  in c a r n a t i o n s  a n d  a c t s ,  a n d  

c o n t e m p l a t e s  t h e r e o n ,  a t t a i n s  H i m  m o r e  e a s i l y  t h a n  h e  w h o  f o l l o w s  t h e  

p a t h  o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  H i s  i n s c r u t a b l e  S f t k s h m a  e s s e n c e .

S a i n t  B h i s h m a ,  w h o  n e v e r  l o o k e d  o n  a  w o m a n  w i t h  s e x u a l  d e s i r e ,  

a u d  s a i n t  S u k a  w h o  w a s  a  S a n y & s in  f r o m  h i s  b i r t h ,  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t b a t  

S r i  K r i s h n a  w i t h  H i s  G o p i s  a n d  'H i s  K u b j&  a n d  H i s  1 6 ,1 0 8  w i v e s ,  

w a s  a  m o r e  a u s t e r e  B r a h m a c h a r i  t h a n  t h e m s e l v e s .  A r j u n a  s a y s  i n  t h e  

G it& , X .  C h a p t e r ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  R i s h i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  V y a s a ,  N a r a d a ,  A s i t a  a n d  

D e v a la ,  a c k n o w l e d g e d  S r i  K r i s h n a  a s  t h e  S u p r e m e  P a r a b r a h m a n .  S a i n t  

U d d h a v a  w i s h e s — a f t e r  s e e i n g  t h e  G o p i s ,  a n d  t h e i r  l o v e  t o w a r d s  t h e

* See page 153 of R. A. Sastry 's English translation of “  Lalifca Sahasranam a" fo r 
the foil m eaning of the  words 1 Far&j’ ‘ P asyan ti', e tc ., the  different stages o f speech.



L ord— t b a t  b e  h a d  b e o u  b o r n  a s  g r a s s  i o  i h e  g r o v e s  o f  B r i n d a v a n  in  

ord er  thafc h e  m i g h t  h a v e  a u  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  d u s t  o f  

th e  f e e t  o f  o u e  o f  t h e  b l e s s e d  G o p i s .  ( B h a g a v a t a  X . ,  4 7 - 5 5 . )

H E  c o m m a n d i n g  p o s i t i o n  a c h i e v e d  in  t h e  w o r ld  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  b y

P r o f e s s o r  H . C . W a r r e n ,  o f  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y ,  U .  S -  A . ,  

im p o se s  o n  n s  t h e  d u t y  o f  p l a c i n g  o n  r e c o r d  i n  o u r  p a g e s  s o m e  a c c o u n t  

of h i s  l i f e  a n d  l a b o u r s .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  t h i n g  n e e d e d  h a s  c o m e  t o  h a n d  iu  

a  r e p r in t  o f  a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  b y  P r o f e s s o r  L a n m a n ,  w h o  i s  a l s o  

one o f  t h e  f i r s t  a m o n g  A m e r ic a n  m e n  o f  l e t t e r s .  I t  w a s  w r i t t e n  b y  

h im  f o r  t h e  Harvard Graduates' Magazine f o r  M a r c h  1 8 9 9  a n d  d o e s  

j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  P r o f e s s o r  W a r r e n  p o s s e s s e d  t w o  p r i c e l e s s  g i f t s  

for  a n  e x p o s i t o r  o f  a n c i e n t  lo r e ,  a  p r o f o u n d  s c h o l a r s h i p  a n d  a  c l e a r  

in s ig h  t  i n t o  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  w h o s e  w o r k  h e  m i g h t  b e  e d i t i n g  

or  t r a n s l a t i n g .  H i s  w o r k  s h o w s  n o n e  o f  t b a t  p e t t y  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  

r e l ig io n s  t h a n  h i s  a n c e s t r a l  o n e  a n d  n o n e  o f  t h a t  w r e t c h e d  j e a l o u s y  o f  

l i t e r a r y  c o l l e a g u e s  w h i c h  h a v e  s o  m a r r e d  t h e  w o r k s  o f  s o m e  o t h e r w i s e  

g r e a t  O r i e n t a l i s t s .  T o o  o f t e n  t b e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  h a s  s e e m e d  t o  

s u p p o r t  t h e  t r i t e  f o l k l o r e  p r o v e r b  o f  C e y lo n  : “ T w o  P a n d i t s  a n d  t w o  

f ig h t in g - c o c k s  c a n  n e v e r  a g r e e ! ”  T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  k n o w n  P r o f .  W a r r e n  

h a v e  s p o k e n  t o  u s  i n  t e r m s  o f  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  h i s  m a n i f o l d  b e a u t ie R  o f  

c h a r a c t e r : a s  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  e r u d i t i o n  h i s  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k s  g i v e  u s  

th e  a m p l e s t  p r o o f .  W h i t n e y ,  o f  Y a l e ,  a n d  W a r r e n ,  o f  H a r v a r d ,  a r e  t w o  

u a m e s  t h a t  c a n  n e v e r  b e  e r a s e d  f r o m  t h e  r o l l  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

O r ie n t a l i s t s .  P r o f .  L a n m a n  s a y s  :

“  J u s t  o u t l i v i n g  t h e  o ld  y e a r  b y  a  d a y  o r  t w o ,  t h e r e  h a s  p a s s e d  f r o m  

a m o n g  u s  H e n r y  W a r r e n .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  h i s  w i l l  e v o k e  k i n d l y  r e ­

m a r k  f r o m  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  H a r v a r d  ; f o r  h e  h a s  l e f t  t o  t b e  C o l l e g e  b i s  

b e a u t i f u l  h o u s e  a n d  g r o u u d s  in  Q u i n c y  S t r e e t ,  o n c e  t h e  b o r n e  o f  

P r o f e s s o r  B e c k ,  a  l e g a c y  o f  $15,000 f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t b e  H a r v a r d  

O r ie n t a l  S e r i e s ,  o n e  o f  $10,000 f o r  t b e  D e n t a l  S c h o o l ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  o f  

l ik e  a m o u n t  f o r  t b e  M u s e u m  o f  A m e r i c a n  A r c h a e o lo g y .  A n d  s o ,  p e r ­

c h a n c e ,  o n e  o r  a n o t h e r  s t o p s  t o  in q u ir e ,  “  W h o  w a s  t h i s  M r . W a r r e n  ?  ”  

S o m e  o f  u s  c a n  p i c t u r e  t o  o u r s e l v e s  t h e  s m i l e  w h i c h  w o u ld  b e  h i s  c o m ­

m e n t  o n  s u c h  a n  i n q u i r y ,  c o u ld  h e  h e a r  i t ; a n d  “  W e l l  h i d  i s  w e l l  l i v e d , ”  

h e  w o u ld  a d d .

T h e  m a x i m  o f  t h e  m i s p r i z e d  E p i c u r u s  b e  h a d ,  i n d e e d ,  t a k e n  t o  

h e a r t— a n d  s o  w e l l ,  t h a t  t h e  n e w s  o f  t h e s e  t e s t a m e n t a r y  g i f t s  w i l l  b e  t o  

m a n y  s o n s  o f  H a r v a r d  t b e i r  f i r s t  k n o w l e d g o  o f  h i m .  S i g n i f i c a n t  a s  

t h e y  a r e ,  t h e y  a r e  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s  o f  h i s  l i f e *  

T h e s e ,  w i t h o u t  w o r d  o f  e u l o g y ,  l e t  u s  b r i e f l y  r e h e a r s e .

Henry Clarke Warren was born in Boston, November 18,1854, son

P .  N a k a t a n  I y e k .

A GREAT SCHOLAR GONE.

H e n r y  C l a r k e  W a r r e n , 7 9 .



o f  t ir e  l a t e  S a m u e l  D e m i  i s  a n d  o f  S u s a n  C l a r k e  W  a r r e u .  H e  w a s  t h e  

s c c o n d  o f - fo u r  b r o t h e r s ,  a l l  g i a d u a t e s  o f  H a r v a r d  C o l l e g e ,  in  t b e  c la s s e s  

o f  *75 , '7 9 ,  '8 3 ,  a n d  ' 8 4  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  b i s  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  a  f a l l  fr o m  

a  g i g  p r o d u c e d  a n  in j u r y  w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  in  s p i n a l  a i l m e n t  a n d  in  l i f e ­

l o n g  p h y s i c a l  d i s a b i l i t y  a n d  s u f f e r i n g .  T h i s  i s  a l l  t h e  m o r e  a  l o s s  t o  t h e  

w o r ld ,  b e c a u s e  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e n d o w m e n t s  w e r e  o f  a n  u n c o m m o n ly  h ig h  

o r d e r  ; n u d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  in  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  b y  a  m o r a l  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  s i n g u l a r . p n r i t y ,  u n s e l f i s h n e s s ,  a n d  l o f t i n e s s .

T h u s  s h u t  o u t ,  b e f o r e  e v e r  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e m ,  f r o m  m a n y  o f  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  m a k e  l i f e  bo a t t r a c t i v e  t o  c h i l d h o o d ,  y o u t h ,  a n d  y o u n g  

m a n h o o d ,  h e  b r a v e l y  s e t  h im B e l f  t o  m a k e  t h e  u t m o s t  o f  w b a t  r e m a in e d  

t o  h im .  H i s  b r o a d n e s s  o f  m r n d  s o o n  s h o w e d  i t s e l f  in  a  c a t h o l i c i t y  o f  

i n t e r e s t  v e r y  u n u s u a l  f o r  o n e  o f  h i s  y e a r s .  A l r e a d y  in  C o l l e g e  h e  h a d  

w o n  t b e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  r e g a r d  o f  h i s  t e a c h e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  P a l m e r ,  b y  b i s  k e e n  

i n t e r e s t  in  t b e  h i s t o r y  o f  p h i l o s o p h y .  H e  b e c a m e  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  s t u d e n t  

o f  P l a t o ,  K a n t ,  a n d  S c h o p e n h a u e r ; a u d ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  s e e ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  

t r e n d  o f  b i s  m i n d  t o w a r d  s p e c u l a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  s h o w e d  c l e a r l y  i n  b i s  

s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  B u d d h i s m .  W i t h  a l l  t h i s  w e n t  a n  e a g e r  

C u r io s i t y  a b o u t  t h e  v i s i b l e  w o r ld  a r o u n d  h i m .  W e  c a n  e a s i l y  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  b e  w o u ld  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  t o  h i g h  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,  

s o  g o o d  w a s  h i s  n a t i v e  g i f t  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  o f  w e f t l - b a la a e e d  

r 6f le 6t i o n  u p e u  w h a t  b e  s a w .  H e  u s e d  h i s  m ic r o s c o p e  w i t h  g r e a t  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  b o t a n i c a l  s t u d y .  A t  B a l t i m o r e  h e  w o r k e d  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  

i*i t b e  c h e m i c a l  l a b o r a t o r y .  A n d  t h r o u g h  a l l  h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  a n  a q u a r iu m  

o n  a  s m a l l e r  o r  l a r g e r  s c a l e  w a s  a  t h i n g  w h i c h  h e  m a i n t a i n e d  'w ith  

i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  i n t e r e s t .  B u t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  b e  w a s  f o r c e d ,  

r e l u c t a n t l y  e n o u g h ,  w e  m a y  g u e s s ,  t o  s e e  w i t h  t b e  e y e s  o f  o t h e r s ;  a n d  

a c c o r d i n g l y  h i s  r e a d i n g  in  t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s — in  t h o s e  j u s t  n o w  

m e n t io n e d ,  i n  p h y s i o l o g y  a n d  k in d r e d  s u b j e c t s  a n c i l l a r y  t o  m e d i c i n e ,  

a n d  in  g e o g r a p h y — w a s  w id e ,  a n d  w a s  f o r  h im  a  w e l l - c h o s e n  f o i l  t o  t b e  

s e v e r e r  s t u d i e s  w h ic h  w e r e  h i s  u n p r o f e s s e d  p r o f e s s io n .  A s  a  f u r t h e r  

r e s o u r c e  f o r  d i v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  h o u r s  o f  w e a r i n e s s  o r  s o l i t u d e ,  h e  t o o k  t o  

b o o k s  o f  t r a v e l  a n d  o f  f i c t io n  ; a n d  b y  w a y  o f  z e s t ,  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  s o  a c t i v e  

a  m in d ,  h e  r e a d  t h e m ,  o n e  in  G e r m a n ,  a n o t h e r  in  D u t c h ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  iu  

F r e n c h  o r  S p a n i s h  o r  R u s s ia n .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  s c i e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  in  w h ic h  h e  h a s  m a d e  a  n a m e  

f o r  hT fn& elf i s  O r i e n t a l  P h i l o s o p h y ,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  B u d d h i s m ,  

c o n c e i v e d ,  n o t  a s  a  s i m p l e  b o d y  o f  e t h i c a l  t e a c h i n g ,  b u t  a s  a n  e l a b o r a t e  

s y s t e m  o f  d o c t r in e .  H e  b a d  b e g u n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  S a n s k r i t ,  a s  a n  u n d e r ­

g r a d u a t e  a t  H a r v a r d ,  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  G r e e n o n g h  ; a n d ,  a f t e r  t a k i n g  h i s  

b a c h e lo r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  1 8 7 9 ,  h a d  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  s t u d y  a t  t h e  n e w l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  J o h n s  H o p k i n s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  f i r s t  u n d e r  P r o f e s s o r  L a n t e a n ,  

a u d  t b e u ,  a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r  h a d  b e e n  c a l l e d  ( i u  1 8 8 0 )  t o  H a r v a r d ,  w i t h  

h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  P r o f e s s o r  B lo o m f ie ld .  A  v i s i t  t o  L o u d o n  in  J a n e ,  1 8 8 4 ,  

a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  b i s  m e e t i n g s  t h e r e  w i t h  R b v s  D a v i d s ,  s e e m  t o  h a v e  

c o u & r u ie d  H r .  W a r r e n  in  h i s  p u r p o s e  t o  d e v o t e  h i m s e l f  s e r i o u s l y  t o  t b e



s tu d y  o f  P a l i ,  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  b o o k s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  

B n d d h is t s .

H i s  f i r s t  e s s a y  in  p r i n t  w a s  a n  a d m ir a b le  v e r s io n  o f  a  B n d d b i^ t  

s to r y  in  t h o  Providence Journal o f  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 8 8 4 .  A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  

p a p e r  o n  ' ‘ S u p e r s t i t i o n s  C u s t o m s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  S n e e z i n g ”  s o o n  

fo l lo w e d  i n  t h e  Journal of the American Oriental Society. L a t e r  a p p e a r ­

ed r e s u l t s  o f  l i i s  s t u d i e s  in  t h e  “  T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

C o n g r e s s  o f  O r i e n t a l i s t s  ”  a t  L o n d o n ,  a n d  in  t h e  Journal of the Pali 
Text Society o f  L o u d o n .  T h e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  b u t  c h i p s  f r o m  t h e  k e e l  

h e  h a d  l a i d  f o r  a  c r a f t  o f  a m b i t i o u s  d im e n s io n  a n d  n o b le  d e s i g n .  H e  

r e a l iz e d  h o w  s c a n t  a t  m o s t  w e r e  t h e  t i m e  a n d  s t r e n g t h  p r e s u m a b ly  a t  

h is  d i s p o s a l ,  a n d  w i s e l y  j u d g e d  i t  b e s t  t o  d e v o t e  t h a t  l i t t l e ,  n o t  t o  t h e  

le a r n e d  q u i s q u i l i a e  o n  w h i c h  m a n y  s c h o l a r s  f r i t t e r  t h e i r  d a y s  a w a y ,  

b n t r a t h e r  t o  o n e  o r  t w o  w o r k s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a n d  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  

s ig n if ic a n c e .

T h e  r e s i d e n c e  in  B a l t i m o r e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  h i m  a  n e w  l e a s e  o f  

l i f e .  I n  > 8 8 4  h e  c a m e  h o m e  t o  B o s t o n .  O n  t h e d e a t h  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  fn  

1 8 8 8 , h e  m a d e  t r ia l  o f  t h e  c l i m a t e  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  b u t  s o o n  r e t u r n ­

ed , a n d  i n  1 8 9 1  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  C a m b r id g e .  P e r s i s t e n t  

s t u d y ,  m e a n t i m e ,  w a s  m a k i n g  h i s  a c q u a in t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s a c r e d  

w r i t in g s  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t s  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  t h o r o u g h ,  s o  t h a t  a l  l e n g t h  h e  

c o u ld  j u s t l y  b e  c a l l e d  o n e  o f  t b e  l e a d i n g  P a l i  s c h o la r s  o f  t h e  O c c id e n t .

I n  1 8 9 6  a p p e a r e d  h i s  “  B u d d h i s m  i n  T r a n s l a t i o n s , ”  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  a s  v o l u m e  i i i .  o f  t h e  H a r v a r d  O r i e n t a l  S e r i e s .  I t  i s  a n  o c t a v o  

o f 5 4 0  p a g e s ,  m a d e  u p  o f  a b o u t  1 3 0  p a s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  P a l i  s c r i p t u r e s .  

T h e s e  s e l e c t i o n s ,  d o n e  i n t o  E n g l i s h  p r o s e  a n d  v e r s e ,  a r e  c h o s e n  w i t h  

finch b r o a d  a n d  l e a r n e d  c i r c u m s p e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  m a k e  a  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  

c o m p le t e  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t .  T h e  w o r k  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  

fiv e  o b a p W s .  O f  t h e s e ,  t h e  f i r s t  g i v e s  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  B u d d h a  l e g e n d ,  

an d  t b e  f i f t h  t r e a t s  o f  t h e  m o n a s t i o  o r d e r  ; w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  a r e  c o n ­

c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  B u d d h i s m ,  t o  w i t ,  “  s e n t i e n t  

e x i s t e n c e .  K a r m a  a n d  r e b ir t h ,  a r id  m e d i t a t i o n  a n d  N i r v a n a / ’ M r .  

W a r r e n ’s  i n t e r e s t  c e n t r e d  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c h a p t e r *  ; t h e  f ir a t  a n d  

la s t  w e r e  f o r  h im  r a t h e r  a  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  p o p u la r  in t e r e s t ,  a u  a d d i t i o n  

in t e n d e d  t o  “  f lo a t  "  t h e  r e s t .  M u c h  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  

B u d d h is m  u p o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s e c o n d a r y  o r  e v e n  l e s s  i m m e d i a t e  s o u r c e s .  

M r. W a r r e n ’s  m a t e r i a l  i s  d r a w n  s t r a i g h t  f r o m  t h e  f o u n t a i n - h e a d .  Ir. 

i9 t h i s  f a c t  t h a t  g i v e s  h i s  b o o k  a n  a b i d i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  v a lu e .  A n d  

it  w a s  a  g e n u i n e  a n d  l e g i t i m a t e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  h i r q t o r e a d  t h e  j u d g m e n t s  

p a s se d  o n  h i s  w o r k  b y  e m i n e n t  O r i e n t a l i s t s — o f  E u g l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  t h e  

N e t h e r la n d s ,  I n d i a ,  a n d  C e y lo n — w e l c o m i n g  h im ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  t o  a  w e l l -  

ea r n ed  p la c e  a m o n g  t h e i r  r a n k s .

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p l e a s i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s  w a s  h i s  

in t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t b e  v e n e r a b le  S n b b n t i ,  a  B u d d h i s t  E l d e r ,  o f  

W a s k a d a w a  in  C e y lo n .  T h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m o n k ,  w h o s e  l e a r n ­

in g , modesty, a n d  k in c to e s B  h a d  e n d e a r e d  h i m  years a g o .  toOhiId-



e r a ,  F a u s b o l l ,  a n d  R h y s  D a v i d s ,  w a s  n o  l e s s  r e a d y  w i t h  w o r d s  o f  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  M r . W a r r e n ,  a n d  w i t h  d e e d s  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  s e r ­

v i c e ,  n o t a b l y  t b e  p r o c u r i n g  o f  c o p i e s  o f  m a n u s c r i p t .  T h e  k i n g  o f  

S ia m  r e c e n t l y  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  t w e n t y - f i f t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  h i s  a c c e s ­

s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  b y  p u b l i s h i n g  in  3 9  v o l u m e s  a  m e m o r ia l  e d i t i o n  ot 
t h e  B u d d h i s t  s c r i p t u r e s  o r  T i  i p i t a k a  (a  m o s t  c o m m e n d a b le  m e t h o d  o f  

c e l e b r a t i n g  ! S o v e r e i g n s  o f  f a r  m o r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  la n d s  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  

s k y - r o c k e t s ) .  C o p ie s  w e r e  s e n t ,  e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  g i f t s ,  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

l i b r a r i e s  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  A m e r ic a ,  H a r v a r d  a m o n g  t h e m .  M r . W a r r e n  

h a d  s e n t  t o  H i s  M a j e s t y  a  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  b o u n d  s e t  o f  t h e  H a r v a r d  

O r ie n t a l  S e r i e s  ; a n d  i t  w a s  m a t t e r  o f  h o n e s t  p r id e  a n d  p le a s u r e  t o  h i m  

t o  r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  k i n g  in  r e t u r n  a  b e a u t i f u l  c o p y  o f  t h i s  T r i p i t a k a .  I t  

i s  c e r t a i n  t o  b e  a  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  t.h e  k i n g  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  h i g h  a u t h o r i ­

t i e s  a t  B a n g k o k  w h e n  t h e y  l e a r n  h o w  d i l i g e n t l y  M r . W a r r e n  u s e d  t h e  

r o y a l  g i f t .

L o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  h i s  “  B u d d h i s m , ”  M r . W a r r e n  w a s  w e l l  

a d v a n c e d  in  h i s  s t u d y  o f  B u d d h a g h o s a ’s  “  W a y  o f  P u r i t y . ”  T o  p u b l i s h  

a  m a s t e r l y  e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r k  w a s  t h e  a m b i t io n  o f  h i s  l i f e  a s  a  s c h o l a r .  

H e  d id  n o t  l i v e  t o  s e e  o f  t h e  t r a v a i l  o f  h i s  s o u l  ; b u t ,  a s  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  

W h i t n e y ,  o f  C h i ld ,  a n d  o f  L a n e , i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  n a u g h t  o f  h i s  l a b o u r  o f  

l o v e  w i l l  b e  l o s t .  A  w o r d  a b o u t  B u d d h a g h o s a  a n d  b i s  w o r k ,  a n d  a b o n t  

W a r r e n ' s  p la n  a n d  h i s  p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d s  i t s  a c h i e v e m e n t .

B u d d h a g h o s a  ( a b o u t  4 0 0  a . d . )  w a s  a  f a m o u s  d i v i n e ,  w h o  b a d  b e e n  

b r o n g h t  u p  in  a l l  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  t h e  B r a h m a n s ,  a n d  w h o ,  a f t e r  h i s  c o n .  

v e r s io n  t o  B u d d h i s m ,  b e c a m o  a n  e x c e e d i n g l y  p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r .  H e  m a y ,  

in  s o m e  s o r t ,  b e  s t y l e d  t h e  S t .  A u g u s t i n e  o f  I n d ia .  H i s  “  W a y  o f  

P u r i t y , ”  o r  “  V i s u d d h i - m a g g a , ”  i s  a n  e n c y c l o p e d i a  raisonee o f  B a d d h i s t  

d o c t r in e .  I t  i s ,  a s  C h i l d e r s  s a y s ,  “ a  t r a l y  g r e a t  w o r k ,  w r i t t e n  i n  t e r s e  

a n d  l u c i d  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  s h o w i n g  a  m a r v e l l o u s  g r a s p  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t . .”  

W a r r e n ’s  p la n  w a s  t o  p u b l i s h  a  s c h o l a r l y  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a l i  t e x t  o f  t h i s  

w o r k ,  w i t h  f u l l  b u t  w e l l - s i f t e d  c r i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  a  c o m p l e t e  E n g l i s h  

t r a n s l a t i o n ,  a n  i n d e x  o f  n a m e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  u s e f u l  a p p e n d i c e s .  T h e  

le a r n e d  m o n k  m a k e s  c o n s t a n t  c i t a t i o n s  f r o m  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  q u i t e  

a f t e r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h  f a t h e r s .  A n d  in  o r d e r  f u r t h e r  

t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  h i s  e d i t i o n ,  M r . W a r r e n  h a d  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  

t r a c e  b a c k  a l 1 t h e s e  q u o t a t io n s  t o  t h e i r  s o u r c e s .

H i s  m a t e r ia l  c o n s i s t e d  m a in ly  o f  f o u r  p a l m - l e a f  m a n u s c r i p t s .  

T h e  f i r s t  w a s  a  B u r m e s e  c o d e x ,  lo a n e d  h im  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  

f r o m  t h e  I n d ia  O ff ic e  L i b r a r y ;  a n d  t w o ,  i n  S i n h a l e s e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  w e r e  

s e n t  h im  b y  R h y s  D a v i d s  a n d  t h e  l a t e  D r .  R ic h a r d  M o r r is .  T h e  P a l i  

t e x t  M r . W a r r e n  h a d  p r a c t i c a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  ' f o  e n d ,  

a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  f in a l  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  m a n y  m a t t e r s  o f  o r t h o g r a p h i c  d e t a i l ,  

i n  w h i c h  t h e  B u r m e s e  a n d  I n s u l a r  c o p i e s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a t  o d d s .  

M n c h  la b o r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n e e d s  s t i l l  t o  b e  p u t  u p o n  t h e  apparntus criticusi 
O f  t h e  E n g l i s h  v e r s i o n ,  o n e - t h ir d  h a s  b e e n  m a d e ,  p a r t s  h a v i n g  a l r e a d y  

a p p e a r e d  i n  h i s  “  B u d d h i s m . ”  A n d  a b o u t  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  q u o t a t i o n s



have been tra ced  a n d  id en tif ied  in  th e  v a s t  - l i te ra tu re  fro m  w hich  
B uddhaghosa  d rew ;

I f  M r ,  W a r r e n ' s  w o r k  s e e s  t h e  l i g h t ,  i t  w i l l  t h e n  a p p e a r  t h a t  h i s  

m e th o d s  w e r e  s a c h  a s  t o  " serv e  a s  a  m o d e l  in  a n y  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  p h i l o l o g y ,  

c la s s ic a l ,  S e m i t i c ,  w h a t  n o t ,  a n d  t h a t  l i i s  a c h i e v e m e n t  i s  o n e  o f  w h i c h  

n o t  o n l y  f a i r  H a r v a r d ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l  A m e r i c a n  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  m a y  j u s t l y  

be p r o u d .  I t  i s  f e r v e n t l y  t o  b e  h o p e d  t h a t  h i s  p l a n  m a y  b e  f a i t h f u l l y  

e a r n e d  o u t  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  I f  t h i s  h o p e  i s  r e a l i z e d ,  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e  a  

m e m o r ia l,  m a s s i v e  a n d  n o b le ,  o f  a  m a n  w h o  w a s  o n o  o f  H a r v a r d ’s  m o s t  

lo y a l a n d  n o b l e  s o p s . 5’
C . R .  L axjian;.

PLAQUE *

T
H E  D e v i  s a id  : O n c e  n p o n  a  t i m e  B r a h m a ,  c r e a t i n g  m e ,  c a l l e d  a n d  

a d d r e s s e d  t o  m e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w o r d s  : ‘ H e a r  t h e s e  w o r d s  o f  m in e ,

0  c h i ld ,  a n d  a c t  i v i t h  d e v o t i o n .

2 .  I n  t h i s  K a l i  a g e  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  u n r i g h t e o u s  ; s o  a l s o  a r e  t h e  

r u le r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  O  D e v i ,  g o  t o  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  a t  o n c e  a s s u m e  t h e  f o r m  

o f  D e a t h .

3 . T h e  r u le r s  in  t h i s  K a l i  a g e  a r e  s t e a l i n g  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  o t h e r s ,  

e v e r  l a s t i n g  a f t e r  o t h e r ' s  w i v e s ,  a n d  e v e r  g i v i n g  t r o u b le  t o  o t h e r s .

4 .  A g a i n ,  t h e  r u l e r s  a r e  e v e r  c o v e t o u s  o f  t h e  w e a l t h ,  e v e n ,  o f  G o d s  

a n d  B r & h m a n a s  j o w i n g  t o  t h e i r  s in  t h o u  s h a l t  d e s t r o y  th ’e m  in  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s .”

5 . T h u s  o r d a in e d  b y  B r a h m a ,  I n d r a  a n d  o t h e r  G o d s ,  t h e  D e v i  c a m e  

d o w n  t o  t h e  e a r t h .  S h e ,  s e e i n g  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  s in n e r s  ( s a y s  t o  h e r s e l f )  <

6 .  O w i n g  t o  t b e  s i n  o f  t h e  r u le r s  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  d w e l l  in  e a e h  v i l ­

la g e . A f t e r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  s i n n e r s  in  o n e  v i l l a g e  I  s h a l l  g o  t o  a n o t h e r .

7 .  T h u s ,  t r a v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  k i l l i n g  a l l  t h e  

p e o p le  t h e r e i n ,  I  s h a l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  a b o d e  o f  B r a h m A  t h e  L o r d .

8 . T h e  v i r t u o u s  p e o p le ,  p o s s e s s e d  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  k n o w i n g  m y  

v is it ,  s h o u l d  b e  a l e r t ,  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  s c r ip t u r e s . '

9 .  W h e r e v e r  t h e  r a t s  a r e  f o u n d  d e a d  ( t h o  h o u s e h o l d e r )  s h o u ld  i m ­

m e d ia t e l y  l e a v e  t h a t  h o n s e  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  g o  t o  a  f o r e s t .

1 0 .  I n  t h a t  p l a c e  h e  s h o u l d  p e r f o r m  t h o  p r o p i t i a t o r y  c e r e m o n i e s  

o f  t h e  M a b & d e v i,  a s  o r d a in e d ,  b y  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  b e s t  h y m n s  o f  t h e  

D e v i  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a n t r a  :

1 1 . “  O m  n a m o  b h a g a v a t i  m a h a m & r ik e  m r i t y n r f t p in i  s a k u d u m -  

b a m  m & m  a v a  s v a h a .”  ( O m , a d o r a t io n ,  O  L a d y ,  b y  n a m e  A l l - d e s t r o y e r ,  

w h o  a s s u m e s f  t h e  f o r m  o f  d e a t h .  P r o t e c t  m e  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y ) .

* The fo llow ing 30 verses from  Bhagavatt Parana w ere sent to m e by m y res-- 
pected friend Mr. J . 8 .  Gadgil, of Wai, and w ere copied from a  Marati Journal. 
The m anuscript copy o f it  is uot to  be foand in any public library, but it  fe freely  
referred' to by BhMcarar&ya and others in their respective w orks.— R. A n an th a -  
KK1SHNA SaSTKy. ’



1 2 .  G o i n g  t o  t h e  .b a n k  o f  a  t a n k  i o  t b a t  f o r e s t ,  s i t t i n g  in  t h e  V ir A -  

s a u a  p o s t u r e ,  n p l i f t i u g  h i s  a r m s  a o d  b e n d i n g  h i s  h e a d ,  h e  s h o n l d  

r e p e a t  t h e  a b o v e  m a n t r a  a  t h o u s a n d  t i m e s .

1 3 .  E s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  i d o l  o f  h e r  ( t b e  D e v i ) ,  w o r s h i p p i n g  b e r  w i t h  

i n c e n s e ,  l i g h t ,  f o o d ,  & c ., t h u s  h e  s h o u ld  g i v e  a n  o b l a t i o n  e v e r y  d a y  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  r u l e .

1 4 .  T h e  f o o d  m i x e d  w i t h  r e d  p o w d e r  a n d  o t h e r  f o o d  m i x e d  w i t h  

o t h e r  i n g r e d i e n t s  ( c h i t r a u n a ) ,  s o a k e d  i n  g h e e  ( a n d  b u r n e d )  b y  f n e l s  

o f  t h e  k h a d i r i  t r e e ,  w i t h  d e v o t i o n  s n r n o n n d e d  b y  B r & h m a u a s .

1 5 .  H e  s h o n l d  p e r f o r m  t h i s  o b la t io n  e v e r y  d a y  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  

s o n s  a n d  d e p e n d e n t s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  H o m a  h e  s h o u l d  r e p e a t  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  h y m n  w i t h  h i s  s e n s e s  c o n t r o l l e d  :

1 6 . “ A d o r a t io n  t o  t h e e ,  O  D e v i ,  O  M a h a d e v i  w h o  c o n t r o l l e d  a l l  

t h e  w o r ld s .  O  M e r c i f n l  o n e ,  s h o w  t h y  g r a c e  t o  m e  a l w a y s  a t  a l l  t i m e s .

1 7 .  “ T h o u  w h o  a r t  e v e r  f o n d  o f  d w e l l i n g  in  t h e  M e r u  m o u n t a i n ,  

a t  t h e  p e a k  o f  K a il& s a , in  t h e  H e m A d r i ,  i a  t h e  G a n d h a m a d a n a  m o n n t a i n  

n n d  w h o  a r t  f o n d  o f  f o o d ,  o f  f le s h  a n d  d r in k .

1 8 .  ‘‘ T h o u ,  p o s s e s s e d  o f  a  g r e a t  a r r a y ,  t h e  d e s t r o y e r  o f  a l l  

t r a n s i e n t  b e i n g s ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  b la c k  m a g ic ,  0  D e v i ,  p r o t e c t  m e  a l w a y s .

19*  “ W h e r e v e r  o r  i n  w h a t e v e r  p l a c e s  I  r e m a in ,  p r o t e c t  m e .  

p r o t e c t  m e ,  0  D e v i ,  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y ,  c a t t l e  a n d  s e r v a n t s .

2 0 .  14 O  B e n e f i c e n t  o n e ,  g i v e  m e  p r o s p e r i t y ,  O  g i v e r  o f  g r e a t

p r o p e r t i e s ,  O  p r o t e c t o r  o f  t h e  w o r ld s ,  O  b e a u t i f u l  o n e ,  a n d  f o n d  o f  

b e a n t i f n l  t h i n g s . ”

2 ) .  T h u s  p r a i s i n g  t h e  M a h a d e v i ,  p o s s e s s e d  w i t h  d e v o t io n ,  l e t  o n e  

t a k e  h i s  f o o d  w i t h  h i s  p e o p le ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  t b e  D e v i  i n  h i s  m in d .

2 2 .  W h e n  o n e  h e a r s  t h e  n o i s e  o f  t h e  D h v & n k s h a  ( c r o w )  ; a f t e r  

p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  p r o p i t i a t o r y  c e r e m o n i e s  ( k a k a s & n t i ) ,  t h e n  h e  s h o u l d  

e n t e r  h i s  h o n s e .

2 3 .  Tn a u s p i c i o u s  t i m e ,  s u s p i c i o n s  c o n s t e l l a t i o n ,  o r n a m e n t i n g  h ia  

h o u s e  ( b y  w h i t e  w a s h i n g  e t c . ) ,  h e  s h o n l d  c o m e  b a c k  t o  h i s  h o u s e  w i t h  h i s  

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  B r & h m a n a e .

2 4 .  H e  t h e n  s h o n l d  p e r f o r m  t h e  S v a s h i v a c h a n a  c e r e m o n y  w i t h  t h e  

S & n ti S f t k t a  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  B t A h m m ia s  a n d  g i v e  a w a y  g o l d ,  e t c . ,  ( t o  

B r & h m a n a s )  f r e e l y .

2 5 .  T h e n  t b e  h o u s e h o ld e r  s h o n ld  f e e d  t h e  B r & h m a n a s  a n d  h e  s h o u l d  

a s k  b o o n s  o f  t h e  D e v i :  “  0  M a h a d e v i  l e a v e ,  l e a v e  ( t h i s  p l a c e )  a n d  m a k e  

m y  a b o d e  a n  a u s p ic io u s  o n e . ”

2 6 .  I f  t h u s  p e r f o r m e d ,  t h i s  s u p r e m e  c e r e m o n y  o f  M & rik a  d e i t y ,  a s  

o r d a in e d  t h e n  e v e r y t h i n g  b e c o m e s  p a c i f i e d ,  t r n l y  i t  i s  s a i d .

2 7 .  T b n s ,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  D e v i  f r o m  t h e  D e v a s .  H e  

w h o  r e p e a t s  t h e  b e n e f i c e n t  h y m n  a l s o  a t t a i n s  p r o s p e r i t y .

2 8 .  I f  a  w r i t t e n  c o p y  o f  t h i s  h y m n  i s  k e p t  in  o n o * s  h o u s e  a l w a y s  

t o  h i m  t h e r e  i s  n o  f e a r  o f  t h i s  p l a g u e .  T r u l y  m y  w o r d s  n e v e r  f a i l #



29. H e  w ho w orsh ip s g la d ly  th e  book w ith  su p rem e  fa ith , h e  
a lso  a t ta iu s  p ro sp e rity  iu  tb is  w orld  au d  a lso  in  th e  w o rld  to  com e.

30 . G iv in g  up  a ll o th e r , m e th o d s one sho u ld  s tic k  io  th i s  m e th o d  
w ith  e ffo rt, w ith  w ea lth , an d  a lso  shou ld  lis ten  to  th is  h y m n  in  o rd e r  
to  a t la iu  a ll tb e  d esired  ob jec ts.

T h u s  euds th e  S ev eu tb  C h a p te r  ca lled  M a b a m a rik a k h y a n a  iu  th e  
B b a g a v a ti Pu»ana.

Gbeosopb? in all Xante-

E U R O P E .

L ondon*, January 3 0 lit, 1 9 0 0 .

A t  lu s t  tb e  n e w  H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  E u r o p e a n  S e c t io n  a r e  in  w o r k in g  

o r d e r  a n d  t h e  B la v a t s k y  L o d g e  h a s  b e e n  m e e t in g  in  i t s  f in e  n e w  r o o m  s in c e  

J a n u a r y  1 1 th , w h e n  a  b u s iu e s s  m e e t in g  in a u g u r a t e d  t h e  f ir s t  s e s s io n  o f  th e  
n e w  y e a r .  T b e  le c t u r e  p r o g r a m m e  o p e n e d  in  t b e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k  w i t h  t h e  
V ic e - P r e s id e n t ' s  le c t u r e  o n  A p o l lo n iu s  o f  T y a n a ,  s o m e  o f  w h o s e  w is e  s a y in g s  

a n d  s e r m o n s  a f fo r d e d  M r. M e a d  s c o p e  f o r  a n  i n t e r e s t in g  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  
L o d g e .  O n  t h e  2 5 th , M rs . H o o p e r  s p o k e  o n  tb e  W e ls h  B a r d ic  T r a d it io n s  a n d  
g a v e  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  m o s t  in t e r e s t in g  in f o r m a t io n  r e la t iv e  t o  t h e  r e l ig io u s  be*  

l i e f s  a n d  m y s t e r y  t r a d i t io n s  a m o n g  t h e s e  p e o p le  w h o  s e e m  t o  h a v e  p r e s e r v e d  
u n t i l  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  r e c e n t  t im e s ,  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  a  m y s t e r y  c u l t  w h ic h ,  in  i t s  

e a r l y  l> e i{ in n in g s , m a y  h a v e  c o m e  fr o m  A t la n t e a n  s o n r c e s  b u t  h a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
in c o r p o r a t e d  m u c h  th a t  i s  m i l le n iu m s  la t e r  in  d a t e .

l i t  o r d e r  to  m a k e  fu l l  u s e  o f  i t s  n e w  p r e m is e s  tb e  L o d g e  b a s  c o m m e n c e d  
a  s e r i e s  o f  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  a d d r e s s e s  w h ic h  a r e  in t e n d e d  m o r e  e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  
v i s i t o r s ,  iu q u ir e r s  a n d  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  m o r e  r e c e n t ly  j o in e d  t h e  S o c ie t y  
a n d  a r e  n o t  p e r h a p s  s o  f a m il ia r  w ith  t h e  b r o a d  o u t l in e s  o f  T h e o s o p h y  a s  t h e , 
o ld e r  s t u d e n t s .  I t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  d if f ic u lt  t o  c a t e r  f o r  b o t h  c la s s e s  o f  l i s ­
t e n e r s  in  o n e  c o u r s e  o f  lo d g e  le c tu r e s ,  a n d  i t  i s  h o p e d  t b a t  t h i s  e f fo r t  w i l l  b e  
f o n n d  n s e f u l .  S u n d a y  e v e n in g  is  v e r y  p o p u la r  a s  a  m e e t in g  n i g h t  w it h  
m a n y  p e o p le  a n d  t b e  l e c t u r e s  w i l l  b e  g iv e n  b y  v a r io u s  p e o p le  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t s  

c h o s e n  w it h  a  v ie w  t o  m a k in g  a  f a ir ly  c o m p le t e  c o u r s e  o f  e le m e n t a r y  t h e o s o ­

p h ic a l  t e a c h in g .

A n o t h e r  l in e  o f  a c t iv i t y  i s  i n  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  a f t e r n o o n  c o u r s e s  o f  le c t u r e s  
o u  s p e c ia l  s u b j e c t s ,  t o  w h ic h  a d m is s io n  i s  b y  t i c k e t .  M r . M e a d  f in is h e s  to*  
d a y ,  a  s h o r t  s e r ie s  o f  f o u r  ie c t n r e s  o n  t b e  ‘ G r e e k  M y s t e r ie s ,1 w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  

a t t e n d e d  b y  a  s u f f ic ie n t  n u m b e r  o f  v i s i t o r s  t o  e v id e n c e  t h e  f a c t  t b a t  i t  i s  a  

s t e p  in  t h e  r ig h t  d ir e c t io n .  N e x t  w e e k  M r. L e a d b e a te r  c o m m e n c e s  a  s im i la r  

s e r ie s  o n  * C la ir v o y a n c e ,*  a n d  n o  d o u b t  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  s h o w  t h e  p o p u la r  in ter*  

e s t  in  t h i s  s u b je c t .

R e a d e r s  o f  t b e  Tlieosophitl— w h o  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  in  s o  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
w o r ld — -m ay l ik e  t o  h a v e  s o m e  l i t t l e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  n e w  h o m e  o f  th o  S e c t io n ,  
w h io h  h a s  r e p la c e d  t h e  fa m il ia r  H o a d q u a r te r s  t h a t  6 o m e  k n e w  s o  w e l l .  
B e s id e s  t h e  l a r g e  m e e t in g  r o o m , w h ic h  i s  o n  t h e  f ir s t  f lo o r  a n d  l i g h t e d  b y  fo u r  
la r g e  w in d o w s  o v e r lo o k in g  A lb e m a r le  S t r e e t  a n d  f a c in g  t h e  R o y a l  I n s t i t u t io n ,  

there are. the following rooms devoted to the purposes of t h e  Section. Behind



t h e  L b d tfe  r o o m  t h e r e  is  a  p r e t t i l y  d e c o r a t e d  a p a r tm e n t  f i t t e d  w ith  e a s y  

c h a ir s  a n d - lo u n g e s  w h e r e  m e m b e r s  c a n  m e e t  f o r  c o n v e r s a t io n  a n d  w here 
v is i t o r s  c a n  b e  r e c e iv e d  o r  s m a l l  g a t h e r in g s  b e h e l d  fo r  s t u d y  o r  d i s c u s s io u .  * 
O n  th e  flo o r  a b o v e  is  t h e  S e c t io n  R e f e r e n c e  L ib r a r y , a  h a n d s o m e , c h e e r fu l  
r o b m  w h ic h  is  a lr e a d y  w e l l - o c c u p ie d  w i t h  b o o k s  a n d  w i l l  n o  d o n b t  b e  t h e  
s c e n e  o f  m u c h  u s e f u l  w o r k  a s  t h e  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  th e  S e c t io n  in c r e a s e .  B e h in d ,  
is  tiie  L e n d in g  L ib r a r y  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a n d  h e r e  t h e  v o t a r ie s  o f  t b e  G oddess 
N ic o t in e  a r e  p e r m it t e d  t o  b u r n  t h e ir  in c e n s e  w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  p r o te s t*  O n  t b e  
s a m e  f lo o r  i s  th e  G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y ’s  p r iv a t e  o ff ice  a n d  o n  t h e  t h ir d  s t o r y  i s  

th e  la r g e  r o o m  d e v o t e d  to  g e n e r a l  o ff ic e  w o r k  fo r  tb e  S e c t io n ,  as w e ll  as c a r e -  

t a k e r ’s  a p a r tm e n ts .

T h e  r e p o r t  o f  tlife C o n v e n t io n  a t  ‘A d y a r  c o m e s  to  h a n d  t h i s  w e e k  a n d  t l i e  
t id in g s  o f  s u c h  la r g e  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  g a t h e r in g s  is  r e c e iv e d  w it h  m u c h  s a t i s ­
fa c t io n .  W e  a w a it  w i t h  in t e r e s t  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  M r s . B e s a n t ’s  le c t u r e s  f o r  
w h ic h  t h e  c o n d e n s e d  r e p o r t s  in  t h i s  m o n th 's  Theosophist h a v e  g r e a t ly  w h e t ­
t e d  o u r  a p p e t i t e s .

* > I n  Reynold’s Sunday Newspaper fo r  J a n u a r y  1 4 th , t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  a  m o s t  

f r ie n d ly  n o t ic e  o f  t b e  P r e s id e n t - F o u n d e r ’s  w o r k  in  C e y lo n  in  c o n n e c t io n  
w it h  s e c u r in g  a  p u b l ic  h o l id a y  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  W e s a k  f e s t iv a l  o f  w h ic h  a n  
a c c o u n t  i s  g iv e n .  O n e  is  g la d  to  n o t ic e  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  to n e  in  t h e  p r e s s  

t o w a r d s  o u r  m o v e m e n t ,  e v id e n c e d  in  m a n y  d ir e c t io n s .

J M r . L e a d b e a te r  h a s  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  fr o m  a  s h o r t  v i s i t  to  s o m e  o f  t h e  N o r t h  

C o u n tr y  L o d g e s ,  d n r in g  w h ic h  h e  p r e s id e d  a t  th e  g u th e r ir ig  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

F e d e r a t io n  h e ld , a s  u s u a l ,  a t  H a r r o g a t e : a n d ,  a ls o  a s  u s u a l ,  i t  w a s  o f  a  p l e a ­
s a n t  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  c h a r a c t e r .  L e c t u r in g  a t  th e  B la v a t s k y  L o d g e  la s t  e v e n in g ,  
M r. L e a d b e a te r  to o k  fo r  h i s 's u b j e c t ,  th e  “  R e a l i t y  o f  t h e  D e v a c h a n ic  P l a n e ,”  

a n d  s a id  t h a t  i t  w a s  a  s u b j e c t  u p o n  w h ic h  c o n s id e r a b le  m is a p p r e h e n s io n  b a d  
a r is e n  fr o m  t im e  t o  t im e ,  a n d  fo r  t h i s  r e a s o n  h e  h a d  t h o u g h t  i t  s u i t a b le  fo r  a  
L o d g e  d is c o u r s e .  A f t e r  d e a l in g  in  s o m e  d e t a i l  w ith  t h e  m o r e  o r  le s s  f a m i­
l ia r  g r o n n d  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  m a n u a l  o n  th e  s u b j e c t  a n d  th e  “ A n c ie n t  W is d o m ,”  

a n d  v e r y  s p e c ia l ly  e m p h a s iz in g  t l i e  g r e a t e r  r e a l i t y  o f  im p r e s s io n s  r e c e iv e d  

o n  t h a t  p la n e  t>f c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  c o m p a r e d  w ith  th e  p h y s ic a l ,  w h ic h  i s  tw o  
p la n e s  f u r t h e r  r e m o v e d  fr o m  t h e  O n e  R e a l i t y ,  a n d  th e r e fo r e  in  t h e  v e r y  
n a t u r e  o f  t h in g s  m o r e  i l lu s o r y ,  M r . L e a d b e a te r  d e v o te d  s o m e  t im e  t o  th e  
e x p la n a t io n  o f  t h e  w a y  in  w h ic h  t h e  E g o  p u t s  a  p a r t  o f  i t s e l f  d o w n  in t o ,  o r  

r e s p o n d s  to  t h e  v ib r a t io n s  fr o m , th c  t h o u g h t  im a g e  s e t  u p  b y  t l i e  lo v e  o f  

s o m e  f r ie n d  w h o  m a y  b e  s p e n d in g  a  d e v a c h a n ic  p e r io d  o n  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  th e  
fo u r  lo w e r  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  p la n e ,  a u d  t h u s  m a k e s  r e a l  in  a  s p e c ia l  w a y  th e  
im a g e  w h ic h  s o  m a n y  p e o p le  h a v e  r e g a r d e d  a s  p u r e ly  im a g in a r y .  A p a r t  

fr o m  t h e  G r e a t  T e a c h e r s  w h o  m a y  d o  t h i s  v o lu n t a r i ly  a n d  c o n s c io u s ly ,  th e  e g o  
o f  t h e  m u c h  le s s  d e v e lo p e d  in d iv id u a l  r e s p o n d s  w i t h  eq rta l c e r t a in t y ,  b u t  

w it h  w h a t  o n e  m a y  te r m  c o n s c io u s n e s s  b u t  n o t  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s — a  r a th e r  
s u b t l e  d i s t in c t io n  w h ic h  i s  a p t  t o  w o r r y  t b e  s t u d e n t  w h o s e  n o r m a l  s e lf -  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  w o r k s  o n ly  o n  t h e  p h y s ic a l  p la n e , a n d  o n e  w h ic h  is  p e r h a p s  a t  

t h e  b o t to m  o f  t l |e  q u e r ie s  w h ic h  h a v e  a r is e n  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t  o f  d e v a c h a n ic  
r e a l i t y .  A n o t h e r  in t e r e s t in g  p o in t  w h ic h  t h e  l e c t u r e r  a l lu d e d  t o  w a s  th e  

p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  p r o g r e s s  fo r  t h e  E g o  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t s  g a in e d  b y  w a y  o f  t h e s e  

im a g e s  in t o  w h ic h  h e  m ig h t  p u t  h im s e l f  d o w n . T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e y  ap p ear*  
s o  f a r  a s  in v e s t ig a t io n  h a s  y e t  b e e n  m a d e , t o  b e .  a d d i t io n a l  c h a n n e ls  for th e  

r e c e p t io n  of t h o s e  v ib r a t o r y  im p u ls e s  by c o n t a c t in g  w h io h  t h e  Ego g r o w s  sad 
d e v e lo p s — a  v e r y  s u g g e s t i v e  a n d  . in t e r e s t in g  p o in t .  F i n a l ly ,  tbe effect of



ties o f  a f f e c t io n  in  b r in g i n g  p e o p le  b a c k  in t o  in c a r n a t io u  t o g e t h e r ,  w a s  

to u ch ed  u p o n , a n d  i t  w a s  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  d e v a c h a n ic  p e r io d s  m ig h t  b e  l e n g t h ­
ened o r  s h o r te n e d  w ith in  c e r t a in  s h o r t  l im i t s  in  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h i s  e n d ,  
or, in  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  d if f e r e n c e  w a s  t o o  g r ea t*  o n e  E g o  m i g h t  t a k e  a  v e r y  
b rief in c a r n a t io n ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  n e c e s s i t a t e  a  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  b r i e f  d e v a « h a n ,  
and s o  b e  r e a d y  fo r  a n o t h e r  e a r t h - l i f e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t im e  a s  t h e  f r ie n d  w h o s e  
o r ig in a ld e v a c h a n  w a s  m u c h  lo n g e r .  E a r ly  d e a th  w a s  p e r h a p s  n o t  a lw a y s  

th e  m is f o r t u n e  t h a t  i t  s e e m e d  t o  th o  u n k n o w in g  v is io n  ; i t  m ig h t  b e  t b a t  i t  

w as o n ly  t h e  m e a n s  t o  e n s u r e  th o  g r e a t e r  h a p p in e s s  o f  r e t u r n in g  t o  t h e  

s o c ie ty  o f  b e lo v e d  o n e s  o n  t h e  d e v a c h a n ic  p la n e  a n d  c o m in g  o n c e  - m o r e  t o  

earth  in  a s s o c ia t io n  w i t h  th e m . S o  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e a l  r e a s o n  fo r  
tb e  a i d  s a y in g — 4* W h o m  t h e  g o d s  lo v e  d ie  y o u n g ! ”  H o w  o f t e n  w e  f in d  in  
on r t h e o s o p h ic a l  s t u d i e s  t h e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  s o m e  a n c ie n t  m a x im .

A . B .  C .

A M E R I C A .

F r o m  a l l  o v e r  th e  A m e r ic a n  S e c t io n  t h e r e  c o m e  r e p o r t s  s h o w in g  in c r e a s e d  

a c t iv it y  a n d  e a r n e s t  w o r k . T h e  p u b l ic  t o n e  i s  c o n s t a n t ly  g r o w in g  m o r e  
fr ie n d ly . T h e r e  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  f o u r  le c t u r e r s  in  t h e  f ie ld , a n d  t w o  m o r e  
w o rk ers— M rs . K a t e  B .  D a v is  a n d  M is s  H u s t o n — s t a r t  o u t  t h i s  w e e k , g o i n g  f ir s t  

to  th e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t .  M r s . M . L . B r a in a r d  o f  C h ic a g o  h a s  b e e n  t r a v e l l in g  iu  
N e b r a s k a  a n d  D a k o t a  a n d  h a s  fo r m e d  a  s t r o n g  B r a n c h  in  e a c h  s t a t e ,a t  L in c o ln ,  
N e b r a sk a  a n d  P ie r r e ,  S .  D a k o ta .  M r . T i t u s  o f  T o r o n to ,  C a n a d a , h a s  b e g u n  

a to u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  m id d le  s t a t e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  h is  w o r k  in  M ic h ig a n  e le v e n  
m e m b er s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  B r a n c h  a t  S a g in a w .  H e  i s  n o w  s p e n d in g  a  
sh o rt t i m e  in  C h ic a g o ,  l e c t u r in g  a n d  te a c h in g *

M ie s  W a ls h  o f  S a n  F r a n c is c o  i s  n o w  l e c t u r in g  in  th e  E a s t e r n  S t a t e s  a n d  
d o in g  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k .

D r .  B a i le y  o f  S a n  F r a n c is o  l ia s  j u s t  s t a r t e d  o n  a  to u r  o f  t b e  B r a o c h e s  iu  

the n o r th * w e s t .  H e  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  g o  a s  f a r  a s  V a n c o u v e r  B  C .
I n  B u t t e ,  M o n ta n a ,  w h e r e  M rs . H . A .  S q u ir e s  i s  w o r k in g ,  t h e  B r a n c h  h a s  

g ro w n  fr o m  a  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  7 t o  3 5 , a  G o ld e n  C h a in  C ir c le  h a s  b e e n  s ta r te d  

an d  p r o p a g a n d a i n  o u t ly in g  t o w n s  is  c a r r ie d  o n .
T h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  L o tu s  c ir c le s  o r  G o ld e n  C h a in  c la s s e s  in  th e  A m e r ic a n  

S e c t io n .  1
T h e  C h ic a g o  B r a n c h  h e ld  i t s  e le c t io n  in  D e c e m b e r . M r . R .  H .  R a n d a l l  

w as e le c t e d  P r e s i d e n t ,  D r .  M a r y  W e e k s  B u r n e t t ,  V ic e * P r e s id e n t ,  R ,A .  B u r n e t t ,  
T r e a s u r e r , M r s . L .  R a n d a l l ,  S e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  a  s t r o n g  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m it te e  w h ic h  
is  a lr e a d y  h a r d  a t .  w o r k . T h e  B r a n c h  h a s  s ix  c lo s e d  s t u d y  c la s s e s  e a $ h  w e e k ,  
tw o o p e n  m e e t in g s ,  W e d n e s d a y  a n d  S u n d a y  e v e n in g s ,  a n d  t h e  G o ld e n  C h a in  

C ir c le  S u n d a y  a fte r n o o n *

T h e  S a n  F r a n c is c o  B r a n c h  h a s  j u s t  m o v e d  in t o  fin e  n e w  H e a d q u a r t e r s  iu  
th e  s a m e  b u i ld in g  w i t h  t h e  Theosophic Messenger, w h ic h  Mr# W a lt e r s  i s  n o w  s o  
s a t i s f a c t o r i ly  e d i t i n g .

T h e  S t .  P a u l ,  M in n . B r a n c h  h a s  e n r o l le d  te n  n e w  m e m b e r s  w i t h in  a  fe w  
m o n th s . S o m e  o f  u s  s t r o n g ly  h o p e  t h a t  b e fo r e  m a n y  y e a r s  h a v e  p a s s e d ,  t h e r e  

w ill c o m e  fr o m  I n d ia  o ld e r  s o u ls  to  in s t r u c t  th e  y o u n g e r  in  t h e  t r u e  “  a r t  " o f  
w ar, s u c h  a s  M r s . B e s a n t  s o  g r a p h ic a l ly  d e s c r ib e s  in  h e r  “ S t o r y  o f  t h e  G r e a t  
W a r /'  T h is  i s  in d e e d  a  la n d  o f  R a ja s ,  w i t h  a  g r e a t  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  y o u n g e r  

E g o s .  M a y  t h e  H in d u  C o l le g e  s e n d  u s  in s t r u c t o r s  b e fo r e  m a n y  y e a r s .

\  CfctejKSO, ** - D.B.B.
Jfetm orsr 7th, 1 9 0 0 . ---------------



N E W  Z E A L A N D .

T b e  F o u r t h  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t io n  o f  t h e N ;  Z . S e c t io n  w a s  h e ld  a t  D u n e d in  
o n  t l i e  1 s t  a n d  2 n d  J a n u a r y ,  in  th e  B r a n c h .r o o m s . T h e  c h a ir  w a s  ta k e n  by  

M r. C ; R ic h a r d s o n ,  P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  D u n e d in  B r a n c h ,  a n d  M is s  B u r t o n  w as 
e le c t e d  S e c r e t a r y .  D e le g a t e s  a n d  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  fr o m  A u c k la n d ,  W e ll in g to n ,  
C h r is tc h u r c h ,  W a ite m a t a ,  W o o d v i l l e  a n d  P a h ia t u a  B r a n c h e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .

T h e '  C h a ir m a n  in  h is  o p e n in g  a d d r e s s  e x p r e s s e d  g r a t i f i c a t io n  a t  the  

s p r e a d  o f  t h e o s o p h ic  t h o u g h t  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld , c a u t io n e d  m e m b er s  
a g a in s t  d o g m a t is m ,  h o p e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  p e o p le  t o  leave  
t b e ir  c h u r c h e s  in  o r d e r  to  j o in  t h e  S o c ic t y ,  a n d  in  c o n c lu s io n  r ea d  a  tr a n s la ­
t io n  o f  a n  a n c ie n t  I n d ia n  p o e m .

T h e  G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 's  r e p o r t  s h o w e d  t h a t  m u c h  w o r k  h a d  b e e n  d on e  
d u r in g  t h e  y e a r ,  t b a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  w a s  s t e a d i ly  in c r e a s in g  io  n u m b e r s ,  an d  

t h a t  o w in g  t o  th e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e o s o p h ic a l  id e a s  a n d  t h e  in q u ir ie s  m a d e  from  
a l l  q u a r t e r s ,  m o r e  le c t u r e r s  w e r e  u r g e n t ly  n e e d e d .

D r . C . W . S a n d e r s  w a s  r e - e le c te d  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  M r. F .  D a v id s o n ,  

A s s is t a n t .  M is s  L i l ia n  E d g e r  w a s  a p p o in te d  t r a v e l l in g  le c t u r e r  t o  th e  
S e c t io n .

I t  w a s  r e s o lv e d  th a t  th e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  s h o u ld  r e p r e s e n t  “ u n a t ta c h e d  *’ 
m e m b e r s , a n d  s h o u ld  e x e r c is e  o n e  d e l ib e r a t iv e  v o te  o n  t h e ir  b e h a lf .

T h e  c o n d u c t  a u d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  S e c t io n  L ib r a r y  w a s  v e s t e d  in  th e  
G e n e r a l a u d  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r ie s .

T h e  N- %, Theosophical Magashte w a s  a d o p te d  a s  th e  o ff ic ia l  o r g a n  of 

th e  S e c tio n *
T b is ,  w i t h  t h e  r e a d in g  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  r e s o lu t io n s  

c o n v e y in g  g o o d  w is h e s  t o  o t h e r  S e c t io n s ,  th e  e le c t io n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u u c il  
a u d  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e ,  a n d  th e  n e c e s s a r y  fo r m a l b u s in e s s ,  c o n c lu d e d  tb e  

w o r k  o f  t b e  f ir s t  d a y .
T h e  s e c o n d  d a y  w a s  d e v o te d  to  th e  r e a d in g  o f  p a p e r s  d e a l in g  w ith  

m e th o d s  o f  p r o p a g a n d a , a n d  w ith  v a r io u s  to p ic s  o f  in t e r e s t .

A  p u b lic  m e e t in g  in  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  C o n v e n t io n  w a s  h e ld  o n  tb e  
p r e v io u s  S u n d a y  e v e n in g ,  3 1 s t  D e c e m b e r , a t  w h ic h  a d d r e s s e s  w e r e  g i v e n  by  

M r s . D r a ff in , o f  A u c k la u d ,  a n d  M r. A .  W . M a u  ra i a, S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  D u n e d in  
B r a n c h .  A n  e n j o y a b le  s o c ia l  m e e t in g  w a s  a ls o  h e l d . .

M r s . D r a f f in  a ls o  g a v e  s e v e r a l  l e c t u r e s  in  D u n e d in  b e fo r e  l e a v in g  o n  h er  
l e c t u r in g  to u r .

M r s . R ic h m o n d , P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  W e l l in g t o n  B r a n c h ,  w e u t  o n  t o u r  d u r in g  
t b e  C h r is tm a s  h o l id a y s ,  a n d  le c tu r e d  in  W o o d v il le ,  P a h ia tu a ,  W a n g a n u i  an d  
N e w  P ly m o u t h ,  w i t h  s u c c e s s .  . <.

P u b l ic  m e e t in g s  a t  t h e  v a r io u s  b r a n c h e s . g o  o n  w ith o u t  a  b r e a k ,  b u t  
d u r in g  th e  h o l id a y  s e a s o n  c la s s e s  a r e  fo r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  s u s p e n d e d .

N E T H E R L A N D S  S E C T I O N .

A m s t e r d a m , January 2 7th. 
T h e  D u tc h  S e c t io n ’s  a c t iv i t i e s  d u r in g  th e  la s t  t w o  m o n th s  c o n s is t e d  iu  

a  f e w  p u b l ic  le c t u r e s  a n d  tb e  r e g u la r  w o r k  o f  th e  L o d g e s .

T h e s e  le c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  h e ld  b y  M rs . E . W in d u s t ,  a t  R o t te r d a m , M a d a m e  

P .  C . M e u le m a n  a t  H a p r le m , B u s s u r a ,  A m s t e r d a m  a n d  t h e  H a g u e ,  M r. J o h a n  
v a n  M a n e n , a t  R o t t e r d a m  a n d  H a a r le rr i, M r . H a g e  a t  A m s t e r d a m  a n d  M r. 

F r ic k e  fo r  t h e  f ir s t  t im e  in  T ie l .  T h is  p u b l ic  le c t u r in g  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  w a y s  by .



which we introduce onr ideas to the general public and so far with much 
success.

Most of tbe Lodges engage once a month a large ball and invite one of 
the older members of the Society to speak. Holland being such a small 
country that a few hours by rail will bring oue to any destination within its 
frontiers, tbe compliance with such requests is a comparatively easy task.

The Amsterdam Lodge is the largest in Holland, counting over 125 
members. Its meetings are held at the Sectional Headquarters, Amsteldijk 
76, Amsterdam. Every week, on Tuesday evening, a lecture is given to an 
average attendance of 60 people, after which there is an opportunity for de­
bating and questioning. The last lecture in every month is held in a public 
hall in the centre of the city instead of in the Lodge-rooms, which hall holds 
abont 400 people. As this meeoing not only members of the Society, but also 
holders of “ three monthly tickets*'and people introduced by members, have 
access. The other Lodges generally raise a small entrance fee at their public 
meetings, nsnally five-pencc.

Resides these weekly lectures the Amsterdam Lodge has a “ Secret Doc­
trine ” class, conducted by Mrs. YVindnst, a class for the study of the Seven 
Manuals, conducted by Mr. Fricke, the General Secretary, and, further, a 
Lolus-Circle, divided into two classes. All these classes meet weekly.

I t  will be evident from all this that there is plenty of activity displayed 
in this centre although there would always remain plenty of work to be done 
if more hands, time, capacity and money were available.

I t  was with extreme pleasure we received the information that Colonel 
Olcott will pay a visit to Holland next summer. Those who were happy 
enough to make that veteran leader's acquaintance on the occasion of his 
previous visit to Holland, rejoice most of all, as is natural, and those who 
joined onr Society later look forward to the event with high expectations.

•Reviews-
NEW HINDU BOOKS.

A Catechism of Hinduism (SH Chandra Vasu. B. A., F. T. S., Benares, 
Freeman & Co., 8 annas);

Hinduinn, Ancient and Modern (Judge Rai Bahadur Lala Baij Nath,
B. A., F. U. A., Meernt, Yaishya Hitkari).

We have here two new books, which we feel constrained to review 
jointly, in the same manner as we think that readers will find it most profit­
able to read them together. They treat of nearly the same snbject, and will 
he moat welcome to all who may wish to obtain a dear and concise idea of 
the trne, pure Hindu teachings,. and of the great ethical ideals which are 
the real basis of all the Hindu religions and sects. Both books are works of 
love, and written by thoroughly competent sons of India; both inspired by 
the loving thonght of reformers who want their country to retnrn to the 
pristine purity of thought of the initial Hindn revelation. The first one is 
given in the form of questions and answers, but the usual dryness of that 
form is happily relieved by apt, thongh brief, quotations, justifying by acknow­
ledged texts, the correctness of the answer. The questions cover the more 
important doctrines of Hinduism about which ia found the greatest unani­
mity of opinion, but tbey also refer boldly to certain ancient teachings on



cast*, marriage arid symbol*worship, with whicli the modern oustoms decidedly 
conflict; the ideal of the writer being evidently that of the T. S .: “ There is 
no religion higher than Troth.”

We most not forget to odd that the profits of the Catechism will be 
handed over to the Benares Central Hinda College Fund, and we hope that 
this will’ be one more incentive for the porchase of this valuable and con­
densed mine of information.

The second work is probably a little more ambitious as well as volomin- 
ous, though the leading idea is the same, namely, the gathering of thc teach* 
ings of Hinduism from their most authentic and recognised sources, in a  con­
densed form, free of all sectarian and controversial bias. The writer, a  brilliant 
member of the N. W. P. Judicial Service, is thoroughly qualified for the 
labour, and his love for his native country allows him to fully recognize what 
India rfb'w is, and what she ought to be. His advocacy of the Vedantic ideal 
of religion, which is now undergoing such a revival, not only in India, bnt in 
the minds of thc earnest seekers after Truth in all foreign lands, is based on 
the conviction that “ it has always been the religion of, not only the hermit 
or the recluse, bnt of the wisest and best men of India engaged in the busiest 
affairs of life, as well as of the wisest and the best ot other coontries 
also.’* The writer especially upholds the great figures of Rama and Krishna, 
not as Divine Incarnations, bnt as human beings, men who offer the loftiest 
ideals that the young men of India can possibly follow, and we therefore 
think that, in his own line, Judge Baij Nath is working very consistently 
with Mrs. Besant’s study on the Avat&ras. We fully agree with the writer in 
the suggestion that Sanskrit onght to be again the national language, not 
only of India, but also of all the students throughout the world, who wish 
to enjoy in their original form, the priceless gems of the loftiest thooghtR 
man has ever formulated. Tlie scope of “ Hinduism, Ancient and Modern ’’ 
will be more apparent from a brief review of the summary :—

I. Social and Personal, Castes, and their Ceremonies. The life of the 
Hindu in ancient and modern tim es; Reforms now necessary.

IT." Religions, Creed of the Rishis, Hero-worship, Religious ideal for 
modern India.

III . Philosophy, a condensed review of the various Indian schools, with
an interesting paragraph on Karma, and remarks on the practi­
cal effect of the Vedanta as leading to emancipation.

IV. Life after Death, Heaven and Hell, and other ideas from the
Vedas and Upanishads, compared with modern ideas.

An'Appendix contains a speech delivered by the author, on indispensable 
social reforms. And thus closes a book* on certain points of which we may 
differ, but which will certainly provea« intensely interesting to the patriotic 
Hindu intent on the uplifting of his nation, as it will to the foreigner who 
wishes to know what benefit to himself ran be derived by the study of 
Hindn ideals.

A-M.



While language lasts, the story of tho temptation and triumph of King 
Harischandra, of Ayodbya, will be read and be the consoler of the devoteeo!’ 
truth. I t  is one of the finest concepts of the Indian imagination, and when 
presented on the dramatic stage, or recited at evening on the village pidl 
inevitably provokes to tears of sympathy and stimulates the sense of hononr 
in the human breast. The close resemblance between the underlying motive 
of the story and that of the Christian Book of Job makes it specially inter­
esting to the Christian, and gives rise to the suspicion that the author of tli'e 
younger composition may have borrowed his idea from the Indian folk-story 
Bnt, however that may be, no one will deny the superior reasonableness of 
the plot of Harischandra, which marks the wager about his love of truth 
jaid between two Rishis, to that of Job where the Supreme God is taunted to 
hia face by his own fallen angel, Satan, on the fact that the “ servant of God *’ 
is pious simply because of not having been tempted seriously in the stress of 
misfortune and calamity. The result to Harischandra and Job is tho samo,' 
rts., restoration-of all thrat had been taken away, after the lust and severest 
lest of virtue bad been successfully undergone. There is one point in both 
stories which it would be hard to explain, consistently with the theory that 
man’s misfortunes equally with his rewards are of his own previous sowing, 
and that i3 why just and good men like Harischandra and Job should havo 
l*een overwhelmed with such disasters through no demerit of their own, bnt 
solely to decide an immoral wager between two supra-human personages. 
The book in question has been bronghtout in a creditable shape, with good 
paper and clear typography.

/T H E  MYSTIC fiF ID E  IN THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN7
IIY

H. A. V.
Those who cannot think outside tho narrow little circle of orthodoxy 

will find little to admire in this book. I t  is addressed to those who are 
prepared to break away from conventional methods of religious thought, 
and is full of mystic symbolism. John himself is ‘‘ the reflection of the dele** 
lial ray and prepares the way for the higher receptivity or revelation ; he’is 
the dawn heralding the advent of the-glorious luminary of dny; he is 
Intuition, that first tremor of spiritual consciousness; he is tho palpable call 
to enter upon the mighty struggle against the lower self, which man feels in 
his innermost heart.” The various events of the gospel narrative are phases 
oi sun 1 experience and development. What ** Pilgrim’s Progress ” was to onr 
‘ nlvinistic forefathers, this little book, with its mystic interpretations, will bo 
to those who, freed from orthodox limitations, are able to riso to the anthor’s 
spiritual level, and to comprehend his high ideals.

S. E. P. -

LA THE OSOPHIE EX QUELQUES CHAPITRES.
This is another excellent elementary pamphlet, published as a sequel to . 

the useful “ A. B.C. de la Thoosophie ” already brought out tinder the 
auspices of our French brothers. Dr. Th. Pascal, now Secretary General of 
the new French Section, knows exactly what is wanted by those of the 
French public who are beginning to take interest in and want to’ know

* By 6. C. T. Srinivaaaoharvah. Madras, Sriniyasa, Varadaehari & Co.
8



something about Theosophy, and moreover he has the art of saying 
what is to be said, both clearly and snccinctly. Thus he shows in a few 
pages that tbe troths fonnd at the root of pure Christianity, bnt dissimu­
lated by clerical teaching, are exactly those of Theosophy, whose basis is 
essentially the law of evolntion regulated by K am a through Reincarnation. 
Then follows a rapid sketch of man’s constitution, and of the conditions after 
death, the booklet closing with a few words on tho Masters and the T. S.. 
which is one of their works. There is no doubt that this small book will giv<> 
enongh to thinkabout to those who read it, while tho price, f»0 centimes, bring* 
tho teaching within the reach of the most humble. And we congratntate Dr. 
Pascal on the good seed he thus sows.

A. M.

B H A G A V A D -G rT 'A .
We have been favoured with two copies of Bhagavad»Git& in D e v a n a g a r i  

character, one containing the Gitftm&hatmya from Varaha purftna ai.d tbe 
Gita text, and tho other a detailed table of contents in Sanskrit, an 
index ifor important Sanskrit words nnd a table of different, readings oF 
the GitA. The price of the former is annas three only nnd of tho latter annas 
eight. Each 32 syllabled verse is  printed in two lines while the verses which 
contain more than 32 syllables are pnt in four lines to suit the convenience of 
the readers. The above editions are very good for the reading public and 
belong to Ratnam&likft series of Benares, No. 8.

R. A. S.

A valuable lecture delivered by G.E. Sutcliffe before the Bombay Branch 
T.S., has been issued in pamphlet form—repnblished from the Theonophic 
Gleaner. The donor will please accept our thanks.

MAGAZINES.
The Thpwophical Review for January opens with an article by Miss M ar­

garet Carr, entitled “ The * Friends of God,’ ” which is a continuation of 
the matter presented by the same author in the .Inncand December issues of 
the magazine, under slightly different titles. A translation by J. C. C., of a 
“ Letter from an Indian Yogin lo his Pupil/’ nnd the third instalment of 
“ The Hidden Church on Russian Soil,” by a Russian, follow. “ Tehut, the 
Master of Wisdom," is a contribution by G. K. S. Mead, gnthered largely from 
works by various authors, treating of the ancient lore of Egypt—Tehut being 
nearly synonymous with the Logos. “ Ciirvsostomos,” by Miss Agatha 
Leigh, is an interesting and well-written dialogue. which gives, in Platonic 
garb, some important thoosophical ideas. -‘Natural Law in tho Spiritual 
World,” by W. Kingsland, is a powerful plea for law as against superstition 
and supernaturalism. If widely circulated in Western lands the article* 
would be of great service to Theosophy. Mr. Leadbeater concludes hia very 
interesting paper on “ Ancient Peru ” by briefly describing the art, literature, 
music, sculpture and unique social customs which were to be found among its 
peculiar inhabitants,'fourteen thousand years ago.* The first portion of a 
thoughtful contribution on '’individual and Collective Karma,’’ by Dr. A. A. 
Wells completes the main text.

The February issue of this magazine is also at hand. I t  opens with an 
excellent essay by Mrs* Besant on " Spiritual Darkness/' which is followe4



♦
by another from thc peu ot* Alexander Fullerton, eutitled, “ Is Morality Purely 
KcUtive.” Ludwig Deinhard writes un Goethe’s World-Concept in the 
Light of Theosophy/’ aud Miss Hardcastlo offers some valuable notes on 
“ Yoga in tbe Catholic Church.” Mr- Mead contributes an interesting paper 
on '• Apollouius of Tyana.” Dr. Wells’ article on “ Individual and Collective 
Karina ” is concluded. Mrs. Hooper has a paper on “ The Welsh Isis nud the 
Bardic Tradition*” and Mr. Leadbeater gives us the opening portion of au 
essay on ancient ChaldaJ i which promises to be rich in material.

The January number of Theosophy i/t Australasia contains some refresh- 
log ideas taken from a recent sermon by a Unitarian Clergyman of Sydney, 
uu “ Mad'irae Blavatsky’s Idealism/’ which, as tbe editor remarks, Ss a “ set 
off” against the slanders of her enemies. Thc reverend gentleman says:
'• She is a type of what shall oue day become familiar, though never common­
place. Iu tho process of development spirituality shall yet conquer carnality 
and immateriality. Our philosophical and theological modes of thought aro 
still so low down on thc earth plane tliat wo cannot even appreciate the 
genius which has riscu or is rising to thc higher spiritual level.

Uur spiritual stature would fain grow, but we have wrapped ourselves 
iu twaddling bands, and laid ourselves in the manger of a dogmatic environ­
ment, amid the beasts of bhe stall, which may be interpreted tbat the age of 
brute power aud auimal propensities are around us, aud influencing us. 1 
see iu Madame Blavatsky’s idealism the dawn of a higher spirituality in 
combination with more scientific modes of thought.”

W. G. John has a very practical article on Tbeosophy aud the duties of 
liife," and “The Auras of Metals,” by Dr. Marques, is bciug republished from 
Thc Theosophist.

PhUadelphLt, 7th December. Foreword ; Thc Truth ; Stigiuatas and 
Stigmatization ; Suggestive Therapeutics ; Sevenfold Manifestation ; Kein­
carnation ; States of Matter ; Brotherhood and a note on the Paris Theosoplii- 
cal Congress.

til Siglo. We have received the first number of t i l  Siglo ( l'he Century), 
a new monthly review devoted to social studies, which is published at Buenos 
Aires under the editorship of Signor Bernardino Rivadavia.

The He cm: Tht'osophiffuc for January opens with a translation of Mr. Lead- 
Water's “ Athanasian crecd / ’ has articles ou “ Illusion,” by M. Dnquestie ; 
“ Christianity before Christ,” by Dr. Pascal; “ Mental Orientation,” by M. 
Largeries ; Questions and Answers ; a notice of T. S. movements aud book 
notices.

Thcosophiax Amsterdam. The January number opens with au editorial ou 
the New Year ; there follow some further pages of translation of the artrcle by 
H. P. B., Mr. Sinuett’s book and of “ Tao Te King*’; “ Thoughts on the triple 
object of our Society,” by A. J. Kotteveel j •* On occasion of tbe new age,” by 
E. Wind us t ; “ Cyclicity,” by J. L. M. Lauweriks j “ The Reaper ’* (trans*). 
E. M. Greeu ; Golden thoughts for every day Reviews and notes and 
notices of the Theosophical movement.

Tlie Indian Review, for February, opens with a strong editorial upon 
tbe>( Hindu Gaius of learuing act," in which are quoted the opiuions of mauy 
promiuent Hindus, to the effect that the new act is not at all in accord* 
ance with tbe old Hindu customs aud that such a law is likely to lead to 
separation between the individual members of families, rather than to build 
up tbe family, as a whole, which it was hoped the new act would aid in doing. 
There follow editorial comwcula upou beveral topics of interest -t “ Hiudu
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•

Philosophyby Romesh C. Dutt; “ The Crimiual Responsibility of the In­
sane,” by A. Keess ; 4‘ The English Muse and France, Revolutionary and 
Post-revolutionary,” by K. B. Ramanalhan ; “ A Much Needed Reform in the 
Indian Administration,’' by Alfred Nundy; “Tanning in India;” “ The Gain* 
of Learning Act;*’ “ Reviews of Books and Periodicals “Departmental 
notes ’’ and “ Public Opinion on Indian Questions.’’

The Theotophic Gleaner for February gives the concluding portion of G. 
ft. Sutcliffe’s article—“ The Dawn of a New Era,” which contains valuable 
food for thought. After referring to the rapid material and intellectual 
progress of the present age, the writer says : “ Unless therefore, man’s apiri-
tnal development makes equally rapid progress, the human race will be again 
thrown back iu its development. Hence the necessity of a great spiritual en­
lightenment to save us from so serious a catastrophe.” “ The Soul after 
Death,” by N. D. K., (originals) and “ The Proofs of Theosophy** Rhyme and 
Rhythm in the Koran;” “ Meditation,” and other articles republished, follow.

Bulletin Tlit'oeopliique. The young French Section leaps at once into 
activity under the zealous leading of Dr. Pascal, the General Secretary- 
Hardly has the Section been formed when the first number of its Bulletin is 
published. It opens with an address by the General Secretary to the mem­
bers of the Section, in which he says that a copy will be sent to each member 
gratuitously, that it is to appear monthly and that it is to contain at least 
bight pages ; through it he will communicate with the members; it will give 
all the news of our movement, contain reports of Branch work, publish 
correspondence, (juestions and answers, and condensed useful summaries of new 
works of value; and a portion will be devoted in each number to theosoplii* 
cal teachings of general interest. The Sectional Council is constituted as 
follows: D. A. Courmes, 21, roe Troncbet; P. Tourneil, 3, rue Herschel; Ch. 
13 lech, 21, Avenue Montaigne; P. Gillard, 38, ruede Yerneuil; H. de Castro,
4, rue Dombasles (Algiers); V. Guglielmi, 46, rue Victor Clapier (Toulon* 
sur-Mer); Dr. Th. Pascal, General Secretary, 116, rue St. Dominique, Paris. 
Dr. Pascal, Chairman of the Committee; Ch. Blech, Treasurer; B. Danais, 
Secretary.

In a notice ou the actual situation of our movement in France it is 
■stated that the new year begius with nine organized Branches, 4 in Paris 
and 5 in the Provinces ; three others are forming in the provinces and a very 
important group from which great things arc expected is already working 
.iu Paris and will shortly be chartered. The membership is increasing with 
encouraging rapidity and the outlook for the future is very cheering; 
•monthly lectures are given, as heretofore, at the Editorial rooms of tbe 
llevue Thvowphique Franraise; public lectures are in preparation and will be 
given shortly and there are hopes of our soon having a large permanent 
room where theosophical lectures and meetings of all kinds will be giver.* 
-Dr. Pascal speaks in most appreciative terms of the remarkably accurate 
•interpretations made by Mr. F. Brooks, of Brussels, of the lectures of Mrs. 
B e sa n t  and  Messrs. Leadbeater and Chatterji. Seme of the daily papers 
are begiuning to welcome and discuss theosophical ideas.

' The New Paris Branch, which calls itself the Lotus, has for President, 
C o m m a n d a n t  Courmes. Undoubtedly we owe this remarkable progress in 
France to the lectures of Mrs. Besant and the indefatigable exertions of our 
dear Countess Wachtmeister. It appears, also, that Mrs. Burke, of the 
Blavatsky Lodge, has placed the Section uuder great obligations by her 
neighbourly help.



Sophia (Madrid). In the January number, besides translations from 
Mrs. Besant, Mr. Sinnett and Mr. Scott-Elliot, there are original articles upou 
the forthcoming new year of the Magazine, by the Editor ; Is there Free- 
thought.” by Don Jose MelianNotes on Filipina Mythology/’by Yiriato 
Diaz Perez; “ Suggestive thoughts of notable men,” by M.Y. J. ond Book 
Notices, by J. M. The article on Filipina Mythology appears to be full of in­
terest and we would take it as a kindness if one of our brothers at Madrid 
would send us an English translation for the next number of the Theosophist.

Teosojia (Rome). Besides translations, the January number contains a 
very interesting account of the lectures of Babn J. C. Chatterji at the Univer­
sity in Rome, extracted from the Capilale newspaper, of 16th December, 
1899. The account states that a very crowded and cultured audience attended 
each of the lectures and that, despite the youthful appearance of the 
Mpeaker, he displayed extraordinary culture and eloquence ■, there was au 
absence of all unpleasant mannerism, and his great modesty and candour so 
captivated the audience that at thc end he received ovations. The venerable 
Professor Count A. De Gubernatis occupied the chair and made his observa­
tions npon the lectures and the general subject with that mingled courtesy, 
dignity and erudition which wonld be expected from him. Our letters from 
Rome fully corroborate the statement of the Journal in question as to the 
deep impression made upon the educated class by these discussions at thc 
University.

Mind and The Metaphysical Magazine are two of the most valuable of our 
American exchanges. The latter begins the new year with a new name and 
will hereafter be known as The New Cycle* It has also changed its dress, 
abandoning its nice looking yellow cover and appearing iu a dark-red garb 
which seems, to us, several removes from an improvement. Among its varied 
and interesting essays we notice one by Prof. Alexander Wilder, ou “ The 
Double.”

The Arya Bala Bodhini for February is full of matter that caunot fail to 
interest its readers. It opens with a story of “Two Pious Princes.’* Next 
is a paper by C. R. Srinivasayangar, b .a., on “ The Theosophical Society and its 
Work,” which is followed by a contribution by Miss Sarah E. Palmer, b .a ., b .sc ., 
eutitled “The Vision of Sir Lannfal.’* “The Grounds and Principles of the 
Hindu Social and Religious Constitutions,” and “ Mrs. Besant on Devotion,” 
are valuable reprints. “The King with the Silver Iland ’’ is a closing story 
for the younger readers.

The Journal of the Mahd-Bodhi Sociely continues its “ Stories from the 
Life of Buddha’’ and gives numerous extracts from Lord Buddha’s teachings. 
Among the correspendence is a letter from Japan and one from Ceylon.

We acknowledge the receipt of two neatly printed pamphlets; one is 
*• The tirst Annual Report of the Central Hindu College, Benares, for the year 
ending September 30th, 1899,” which also contains a report of the “First 
Anniversary Meeting of the College,” which has been already noticed in The 
Theosophist; thc other is the “Third Annual Report of the Rangoon Theoso­
phical Society, ’ with its constitution, rules, and various particulars concern* 
ing the Branch, which now seems to be in a flourishing condition.

Acknowledged with th an ksThe Vahan, Light, Modem Astrology, Theo so - 
fjhic Messenger, Banner of Light, Notes and Queries, Phrenological Journal4 
The Neio Century, Thc Lamp, Universal Brotherhood, Paih, Lotus Bliithen, The 
Brahmacharin, a new magazine published at Jessore, and conducted by the



E d ito r  o f  th e  Hindu Palrika, Brahmavddin, The Liyht of the East, Hays of 
right, Harbinger of Light, Thc Dawn and Food Home an d  Unrden.

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.
'* T h ou gh ts, like llie  pollen o f  flow ers, lea v e  one brain aud fa lle n  lo  another.**

A t  o n e  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
The Bishop P r i n c i p a l s  a n d  L e c t u r e r s  i n  T r a i n i n g  C o l l e g e s  u n d e r
of London G o v e r n m e n t  I n s p e c t i o n ,  a t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,

on o n  12t h  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  B i s h o p  o f  L o n d o n  m a d e  s o m e
Education. a m u s i n g  rem arks o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d

e x p r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  i u  f a v o r  o f  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  
w o m e n  t e a c h e r s  f o r  b o y s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  r e p o r t e d ,  a s  h e r e  g i v e n ,  i n  t h e  
Daily Chroniclc:—

“ T h e  B ish o p  sa id  th a t  th e  fu n c t io n  o f  a  tea ch er  w a s to  o ccu p y  th e  p o s i­
tion  o f a  m u sta rd  p la ste r  to  a s  m a n y  b ra in s a s potssible, a n d  tea ch ers w ere  
o u ly  d o in g  th e ir  w ork  w ell w h en  th e y  p ro d u ced  a  v e r y  s tr o n g  ir r ita tio n  ou  
ih e  m in d s o f  th e  s tu d e n ts . T h a t  w a s n o t th c  v ie w  o r d in a r ily  ta k e n ,  
l 'h e  g e n e r a l v iew  o f le a r n in g  w as t l ia t  it  sh o u ld  b e  m a d e  n ic e  a n d  
s im p le  a n d  ea sy , b u t from  liis  k n o w led g e  o f th e  E n g lis h  b o y  b e  h ad  
n ev er  y e t  been a b le  to  d isc o v e r  a n y  m eans o f  in d u c in g  h im  to  lea rn  
a n y th in g  e x c e p t  a t  th c  p o in t o f  th c  b a y o n et. (L a u g h te r ). H e  h o d  n o  
v ery  g r e a t  p lea su re  in  e d u ca tio n a l m eth od s. A  boy w a s c a r e fu lly  p rep a red  
t/O r o s ist  k n o w led g o  an d  th e  r e su lt  w as th a t  he w a s reu d ered  an  e x c e e d in g ly  
o b d u ra te  p erson  to  d ea l w ith . H e  seem ed  to  p o sse ss  from  th e  b e g in n in g  a  
d eep ly  rooted  o b je c tio n  to  k n o w led g e  ; he w as p er fec tly  im p a r tia l, h e  o b je c te d  
to  i t  for  it s  ow n  sa k e  w ith o u t  a n y  v ie w  to  u lte r io r  r e su lts . (L a u g h te r ). H e  
u ot o n ly  d is lik ed , h e  d e sp ise d  it , and  h ow  th a t  d is l ik e  a n d  co n te m p t c o u ld  be  
g o t  o v er  w as th c  g r e a t  p rob lem  th e  tea ch er  o f  b o y s a lw a y s  h ad  to  fa ce . A  
g ir l  g e n e r a lly  w an ted  to learn  b u t a  b oy  w as d e term in ed  n o t to  lea rn . A n  
id ea l bystem  p erhaps w ou ld  be for  w om en  to  teach  b o y s a n d  m en  to  te a c h  
g ir ls .”

I t  i s  a  w e l l  k n o w n  f a c t  t h a t  s o m e  b o y s  w h o  a r e  q u i t e  r e b e l l i o u s  
u n d e r  a  m a l e  t e a c h e r ,  b e c o m e  a t  o n c e  t r a c t a b l e  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  a  t e a c h e r  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x .

#*#
T h e  l e t t e r  b a g  o f  t h e  A d y a r  H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f t e n  

The c o n t a i n s  c h o i c e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  c o m i c  e d i t o r ,  i t e m s  
Mysteries of  w h i c h ,  m a n i p u l a t e d  b y  M a r k  T w a i n  w o u l d  s e t  t w o

Yoga. c o n t i n e n t s  i n  a  r o a r ,  ( ^ u i t e  o f t e n  t h e y  a r e  r e p o r t s  o f  
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b y  h a l f - e d u c a t e d  o r  u u e a u c a t e d  

p e r s o n s ,  i n  Y o g a  p r a c t i c e .  O f  t h i s  c l a s s  a  c h o i c e  s p e c i m e n  c o m i n g  
f r o m  N o r t h e r n  I n d i a  d e s e r v e s  t o  b e  p a s s e d  a r o u u d  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
g u i d a n c e  o f  W e s t e r n  d e v o t e e s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  s h o r t  c u t  t o  a d e p t ­
s h i p .  T h o u g h  i t  b e a r s  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  m o n t h  t h e  w r i t e r  
a d d r e s s e s  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  a s  a  p e r s o n  s t i l l  a l i v e  a n d  w i t h i n  r e a c h  
o f  H e r  M a j e s t y ’s  I n d i a n  P o s t a l  S y s t e m  :—

“ T o
C o l .  H .  S .  O l c o t t ,  E s q u i r e ,  

a n d  M a d a m e  H .  P . B l a v a t s k y ,  K s q u i r e s s .

S i r  a n d  M a d a m e ,

F o r c e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  S o u l ,  m y  F r e e  S o u l  i s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  
m a n i f e s t  y o u  t h e  m o s t  c u r i o u s  b u t  r a r e  d e e d s ,  m e t a m o r p h o s e d  b y  
t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p h a s i s  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  p h e n o m e n a  i n  t h e  
a t m o s p h e r i c  a i r  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  w i l l  b e  m o s t  h a p p i l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  

you*



O n  S u n d a y ,  14t h  O c t o b e r  1883, *  *  *  I  b e g a n  t o  p r a c t i s e  t h e  
K u m b h a k a  p r o c e s s  t u r n i n g  b a c k w a r d  t h e  p o i n t  o f  m y  t o n g u e  a n d  
p r e s s i n g  i t  i n  t h e  p i t  o f  t h e  t h r o a t .  *  *  *  T h i s  I  c o n t i n u e d  u p  t o  
23r d  D e c e m b e r  1884, w h e n  I  h e a r d  t h e  c h i r p i n g  s o u n d  a s  t h a t  o f  a  
s p a r r o w  i n  t h e  t e n t h  r e g i o n  o f  m y  h e a d .  *  *  *  O n  S a t u r d a y ,  9t h  
D e c e m b e r  1893, I  p u t  m y  t h u m b s  i n t o  m y  e a r s ,  t h e  s e c o n d  f i g u r e s  
o n  t h e  e y e s ,  t h e  m i d d l e  f i g u r e s  011 t h e  n o s t r i l s  a n d  t h e  y o u n g e r  a n d  
t h e  y o u n g e s t  p u t  011 t h e  m o u t h ,  I  s a w  f i r s t  t h e  O c e a n  o f  M i l k  i n  m y  
h e a d ,  a n d  a f t e r  a n  i n s t a n t  t h e r e i n  a p p e a r e d  a  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  C i r c l e  
s h i n i n g  l i k e  S u n .  *  *  *  I  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  
u p  t o  S a t u r d a y ,  23r d  D e c e m b e r  1893, o n  t h i s  n i g h t  I  b e c a m e  a n  
i n s a n e  l i k e  P r e d i c t o r  a n d  f o r e t o l d  s o m e  f u t u r e  e v e n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  
t a k i n g  p l a c e  o n e  b y  o n e  a f t e r  t h e i r  t u r n s .  O n  t h e  M o r n i n g  o f  t h e  
n e x t  D a y  ( S u n d a y )  I  s a w  i n  a  w e l l  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  w a t e r  a  m a r ­
v e l l o u s  S h a p e  o f  C h a t u r  B h u j a , *  w e a r i n g  w h i t e  t r o u s e r s ,  w h i t e  V e s t  
a n d  a  J a c k e t  o f  a z u r e  c o l o u r ,  a  G o l d e n  D i a d e m  ( M u k t )  o r n a m e n t e d  
w i t h  p r e c i o u s  J e w e l s  u p o n  h i s  h e a d ,  a  g o l d e n  P a t k a  r o u n d  h i s  w a i s t ,  
t a k i n g  a  C o n c h  ( S a n k h )  i n  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  a n d  a  C h a k r a  i n  h i s  l e f t  
h a n d  p l a y i n g  011 t h e  I vu t e .  I s h o w e d  t h i s P a r m a  P n r u s h a  t o  m y  p a r e n t s  
a l s o .  T h e y  v i s i t e d  H i m  l o o k i n g  n e a r l y  f o r  o n e  h o u r .  A f t e r w a r d  
H e  b e c a m e  d i s a p p e a r e d  t o  t h e m ,  b u t  w a s  v i s i b l e  b e f o r e  m e  a l l  d a y  
l o n g  e v e r y w h e r e .  O n  3 i\ m . I  m a d e  s o m e  s e c r e t  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  
I n s a n i t y  w h i c h  I  m y s e l f  k n o w .  O n  11 i* m . .  a n o t h e r  f o r m i d a b l e  
s i g h t  o f  e i g h t - A r m e d  F e m a l e  S h a p e  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  m e  i n  t h e  d a r k ­
n e s s  w e a r i n g  a  b l a c k  s u i t  w h i c h  1 c o u l d  p e r c e i v e  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  
f l a s h e s  o f  t h e  L i g h t n i n g ,  h o l d i n g  e i g h t  w e a p o n s  i n  h e r  h a n d s ,  viz., 
a  C h a k r a ,  a  P e s t l e , a  C o n c h ,  a  M a c e ,  i n  h e r  f o u r  l e f t  h a n d s  ; a  S w o r d  
a  B o w ,  a n  A r r o w ,  a  G o a d ,  i n  h e r  f o u r  r i g h t  h a n d s .  S h e  m a d e  m a n y  
a  f e a r f u l  s i g n s  t o  f r i g h t e n  m e ,  b u t  I  s t a n d  r e s o l u t e l v  v i s i t i n g  t o w a r d s  
h e r .

I  c o n t i n u e d  m y  p r a c t i c e .  *  *  *  T h e  A l l - p e r v a d i n g  L i g h t
l> e c a m e  v i s i b l e  i n t o  m y  h e a d .  *  *  *  I  c o n t i n u e d  * *  *  f o r  a  w e e k  
o n  t h e  l a s t  d a y  I  h e a r d  t h e  i n t e r m i x e d  s o u n d s  o f  m a n y  M u s i c a l  
I n s t r u m e n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t i l l  n o w  a u d i b l e  t o  m e  e v e r y  i n s t a n t .  #  *  *  
I n  s h o r t  n o w - a - d a y s  I  h a v e  b e e n  e n d o w e d  w i t h  s u c h  p e c u l i a r  
P o w e r s ,  t h a t  e v e r y  P a s t ,  P r e s e n t ,  a n d  F u t u r e  D e l t a s  a r e  v i s i b l e  i n  
m e  i n  t h e  E t h e r .

A n y  A s p i r a n t  Y o g a b h i a s i  ( a  p r a c t i s i r e  o f  Y o g a )  c a n  s e e  a n y  
D e v t a  a n d  I n c a r n a t i o n s  o f  V i s h n u ,  l o o k i n g  5 m i n u t e s  k e e p i n g  t h e  
M i n d  a t t e n t i v e  a n d  o r g a n s  s u b d u e d  w i t h  a  w i n k  l e s s  s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  
p u p i l  o f  m y  e y e s . ”

L e t  u s  h o p e  t h a t  o u r  i n j u d i c i o u s  c o l l e a g u e s  w i l l  p r o f i t  b y  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  o u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  n o t  r u s h  i n t o  t h e  d a n g e r o u s  
f i e l d  o f  p s j ’c h i c  s t i m u l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l  c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c h a n c e s .  T h a t  i s  a  s o u n d  m a x i m  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  r e a d ,  “  L o o k  b e f o r e  
y o u  l e a p . ”

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  “  A n a n d a  S a g a e , ”  
Nirvana  a  M a r a t h i  p o e m  w r i t t e n  b y  N a r a y a n a  B a v a ,  a n d

without In- i n s p i r e d ,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  b y  N i r m a n a k a y a  M a s t e r  D a t -
termediate t a t r i y a ,  w e  f i n d  i n  t h e  Theosophic Gleaner f o r  F e b r u a r y .

Planes. T h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  N i r v a n a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s
c h a r m i n g  p o e m ,  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  

w i t h  t h e  v i e w s  o f  s o m e  o t h e r  a u t h o r s ,  ‘ m e r e  c h i l d ’s  p l a y —

* A four-handed being,



M en d esir e  to  be rich  a n d  g rea t, h u t w o r ld ly  g r e a tn e ss  p ro d u ces p a in . 
T h oy  d esir e  H ea v en , b u t  H ea v en  en d s in  e a r th ly  in ca rn a tio n , s n d  th e r e fo r e  
in pain . In  th is  w ay  e x a m in e  a ll d e s ir e s , w h ich  m eji e n te r ta in  for o b ta in in g  
h a p p in ess, an d  y o u  w ill find th a t each  on d  a ll o f them  are accom panied , w it  , 
nnd fo llo w ed  b y  pa in .

T h ere  ia o n ly  on e d esir e , w h ich  en d s in  h a p p in ess  w o rth y  o f th e  n a m e —  
th e  d e s ir e  o f r e a c h jr g  (Jod. T h erefore  reach  G od, th erefo re  a tta in  to  the-  
s ta te  of P a ra  Brahncan.

Y o u  can reach  G od  b y  f in d in g  o n t  w h a t in  y o n r  co n st itu t io n  is  n o t  y o n .  
an d  whafc is  rea lly  y o n , for y o u r  real se lf  ia G od. In  y o n r  search  fo r  s e l f ,  
a d o p t th e  p r in c ip le , th a t  if  yon  se e  a  th in g , y o u . tb e  seer , wre n o t th a t  th in g ;  
N o w  a p p ly  th is  p r in c ip le  to  th e  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  y o n r  c o n st itu t io n , i o n  s e e  
y o n r  p h y sica l body : th e r e fo r e  yon  are n o t th e  body. Y o u  fe e  y o u r  m m d  : 
th e r e fo r e  yo u  are  n o t th e  m in d . Y o n  see  y o n r  B u d d h i: th e re fo re  y ou  a r e  n o t  
th e  B n d d h i.

T h en  c a r r y in g  on y o u r  ob serv a tio n  from  w ith o n t  w ith in , y o u  w ill a t  la s t  
find th a t y o n  y o u r se lf  a re  tho  seer , an d  n o th in g  m ore, in th e  constit.nt.ion .

T h is  c o n s t itu t io n  o f y o u rs  is p er ish a b le . Y o u  h a v e  n o  co n n ectio n  w ith  i t :  
y o u  do n o t req u ire  it  for  y o n r  e x is te n c e . Y on  are th e  u n a ffected  seer  o f  i t s  
birth , g ro w th , an d  d ea th , fa m ily  d is t in c tio n , h ered ita ry  d is t in c tio n  and  c a s te s ,  
good  d eed s, ev il deed*, and  v ic iss itu d e s . Y o n , a s seer , are e v e r y w h e r e  a n d  
on e  in  a ll b e in g s , th in g s  a n d  th e  b o u n d less sp ace .

S e e r !  d o  n o t se e  th e  o b je e ts  o f thn s ix  son«es. W h en  y ou  p e r s is t  l o n g  
en o u g h  in n ot s e e in g  th e m , th e y  w ill by an d  b y  d isa p p ea r  from  y o n r  s ig h t  . 
A n d  w hen  y o n  h a v e  ceascd  se e in g  o th e rs, y o u  w ill liecom e a b le  to  se e  w h o  
y o u  rea lly  are.

T h en  y o u  w ill  se e  th a t  yo u  are  S ig h t , or S e e in g -U n d e r s ta n d in g  P o w e r ,  
e x is t in g  b y  it s e lf ,  n e v e r  n e e d in g  a  b od y , p e r v a d in g  ev ery w h e re , la s t in g  e v e r  
an d  e v er , an d  in h e r e n tly  h a p p y . T h en  j’ou  w ill se e  th a t  y o u  a re  w h a t p e o p le  
ca ll G od or P a ra  B r a h m a n .

T h en  y o u  w ill  se e  thafc fcliere is  no l im it  to  y o u r  h a p p in e ss , t h a t  a ll 
A n g e lic  P o w e r s , in stea d  o f  b e in g  so n g h t, o ffer  y o n  th e ir  se r v ic e s  a s  
y o n r  s la v e s ,  an d  th a t sa lv a tio n , in s te a d  o f b e in g  co u rted , l ie s  a t  y o n r  fe e t .

*# *
D u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a r  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  m a n y

Presentiments c a s e s  o f  p r e s e n t i m e n t  a n d  t e l e p a t h y  w i l l  p r o b a b l y
of b e  p l a c e d  o n  r e c o r d .  T h e  t w o  f o l l o w i n g ,  w h i c h

Disaster. w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i u  a n  E n g l i s h  p e r i o d i c a l  m a y
s e r v e  a s  s a m p l e s  :—

M r. C .A . W h ite m o r e  w ns a d d r e ss in g  a  mee»i» g  o f  h is  c o n s t itu e n ts  in  
C h elsea , an d  a m o n g  h is a u d ie n c e  w as C olon el G o ld ie ,w h o  had a  son  in  th e  
w ar. T h e  fa th e r  k n ew  th a t  h is  son  w as in o n e  o f th e  M odder R iv e r  f ig h ts . 
S n d d en lj', in th e  m id d le  o f th e  m e e t in g , th e  fa th er  g o t  np  an d  said  h e  m n st  
g o  hom e, for  he h ad  a  p r e se n tim e n t  tb a t  h is  son  hnd been  k illed . H e  w ent, 
h o m e :  th e  p r e se n tim e n t  w a s o n ly  too  t r u e ;  a  te leg ra m  a w a ite d  th e  
u n fo r tu n a te  p a ren t to  a n n o u n c e  th e  d*a1h of h is sou .

1 b e liev e  thafc L ord  W in c h e s te r  a lso  had som e p resen tim en t. T h o se  
w h o saw  h im  off sa id  th a t  h e  w as n o t in good  sp ir it s . H e  lo v ed  so ld ie r in g ,  
b u t h e a lso  lo v ed  h is  c o u n t y  h om e in H a m p sh ire , ev»*ry in ch  o f  w h ich  w m  
kn ow n  a n d  d e a r  to  h im . H e  w as a sp len d id  sp o r tsm a n — in sh o rt, th e  id ea l  
c o u n tr y  g e n t le m a n — a n d  i t  w as o n ly  th e  ca ll oF h is  c o u n tr y  th a t  c o u ld  h a v e  
in d u c ed  h im  to  le a v e  it  a ll. T lie  b r a v ery  a n d  ev en  r e c k le s sn e s s  w ith  
w h ich  h e  fa c e d  d e a th  b eco m e th e  m ore h ero ic  w hen  i t  is  rem em b ered  that, 
th e  p oor fe llo w  w e n t  in to  th e  f ig h t  w ith  th e  c e r ta in ty  th a t  he w o u ld  n ever  
retu rn  to  b is  g ood  an d  lo v ed  h om e, in on e of th e  lo v e lie s t  c o u n tie s  o f fa ir  
England.


