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W IT H  O F F IC IA L  D O C U M E N T S .

T h e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  a n d  d e c o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

H a l l  h a v i n g  b e e n  f u l l y  w o r k e d  o n t ,  t h e  s c e n e  p r e s e n t e d  o n  t b e  m o r n i n g  

o f t h e  2 7 t h  D e c e m b e r  w a s  m o s t  b r i l l i a n t .  S o m e  1 ,5 0 0  t i c k e t s  o f  a d 

m i s s i o n  h a d  b o e n  i s s u e d  a n d  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  w a s  p a c k e d  

w i t h  a n  e x p e c t a n t  m u l t i t u d e ,  w h o s e  e n t h u s i a s m  o n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

M r s .  B e s a n t ,  e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  n e w  m a r b l e  p l a t f o r m  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t -  

F o u n d e r ,  b r o k e  o n t  i n  l o u d  c h e e r i n g  a n d  a p p l a u s e .  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y ,  

S i r  A r t h u r  E .  H a v e l o c k ,  g.c.m .c., e t c . ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  M a d r a s ,  w i t h  L a d y  

H a v e l o c k ,  M r .  H .  A .  S i m ,  P r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  C a p t a i n  J .  C .  L o g a n -  

H o m e ,  A . D . C . ,  w a s  p r e s e n t  a s  l a s t  y e a r  a n d  w a s  g r e e t e d  w i t h  a  g e n u i n e  

e n t h u s i a s m  w h i c h  m a r k e d  h i s  g r e a t  p o p u l a r i t y  a m o n g  t h e  e d u c a t e d  

o l a s s  o f  t b e  P r e s i d e n c y .  T h e i r  E x c e l l e n c i e s  l i s t e n e d  w i t h  o lo s e  a t t e n t i o n  

t h r o u g h o u t .

B e f o r e  i n t r o d u c i n g  M r s .  B e s a n t  t o  h e r  a n d i e n c e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t -  

F o u n d e r  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  l i f e - l i k e  s t a t u e  o f  H .  P .  B l a v a t s k y  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  s t a t u a r y  a r o u n d  t h e  H a l l ,  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  

A m e r i c a  t h e r e  w a s  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  A r t  w h i c h  m a d e  t h e  t r n e  A r t i s t  

h o n o r e d  a n d  b e l o v e d  b y  a l l ,  e v e n  k i n g s  b e i n g  g l a d  t o  d o  h i m  o b e i s a n c e .  

I n  I n d i a ,  i n  t h e s e  d e g e n e r a t e  d a y s ,  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  f e e l i n g  h a d  m u c h  d e 

c l i n e d ,  a n d  t h e  s c u l p t o r  a n d  p a i n t e r  g o t  b u t  m e a g r e  r e s p e c t  a n d  r e c o m 

p e n s e .  H e  n o w  c a l l e d  G o v i n d a  P i l l a y ,  t b e  M a s t e r  M o d e l l e r  o f  t h e  

M a d r a s  S c h o o l  o f  A r t s ,  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  o l d  I n d i a n  f a s h i o n  

a n d  a m i d  m u c h  a p p l a u s e ,  p r e s e n t e d  h i m  w i t h  a  g i l t - b o r d e r e d  t u r b a n  

a n d  t h a n k e d  h i m  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  t b e  s t a t u e  

w h i o h  h e  h a d  m a d e  a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  t r a n s m i t  M m e .  B l a v a t s k y ’s  f e a 

t u r e s  t o  p o s t e r i t y .

T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  M r s .  B e s a n t ’s  m o r n i n g  l e c t u r e s  t h i s  y e a r  w a s  

“  A v a t & r a s  ”  a n d  i t  w a s  h a n d l e d  w i t h  h e r  a c c u s t o m e d  f i e r y  e l o q u e n c e ,  

h o l d i n g  h e r  a u d i t o r s  s p e l l - b o u n d .

A t  n o o n  o n  t h e  2 7 t h ,  t h e  T w e n t y - f o u r t h  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

A



S o c i e t y  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  w h o  a d d r e s s e d  

t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  a s  f o l l o w s  : —

T he P resident’s A ddress.

C o l l e a g u e s ; B r e t h r e n  : O n  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  l a s t  m o n t h  ( N o v e m b e r )  w e  

e n t e r e d  t h e  t w e n t y - f i f t h  y e a r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ’s  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  o n  t h e  s a m e  

d a t e  n e x t  y e a r  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  o n r  f i r s t  q a a r t e r - c e n t u r y  a n d  b e  

c r o s s i n g  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  B r a ,  

w h o s e  e v e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o g n o s t i c a t e d  a s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  w o n d e r f n l  i n  t h e  

e x t r e m e ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o f  a l l  o u r  p r e s e n t  t h e o r i e s  o f  m a n  a n d  n a t u r a l  l a w .  

T r u e  t o  o u r  t r u s t ,  f a i t h f u l  t h r o u g h  a d v e r s e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h r o u g h  p l e a s a n t  

f o r t u n e s ,  a s k i n g  n o  r e c o m p e n s e  s a v e  t h a t  o f  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  to s e r v e  o u r  

f e l l o w m e n  a n d  o u r  d i v i n e  e x e m p l a r s ,  w e  f a c e  t h e  f u t u r e  w i t h  c a l m n e s s  

a n d  w i t h o u t  c o w a r d i c e .  L i t t l e  a s  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  d e s e r t i n g  o u r  c o l o r s  

haB e v e r  b e e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  i t  i s  s t i l l  l e s s  s o  n o w ,  w h e n  t h e  g o a l  a n d  t h e  

e n d  o f  o u r  s t r i v i n g s  a r e  w i t h i n  s i g h t .  W e ,  s e n i o r s ,  c a n n o t  h o p e  to l i v e  

m a n y  y e a r s  l o n g e r ,  b u t  b e  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  j o u r n e y  loDger o r  s h o r t e r  i t  i s  

o u r  f i x e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  b e  s t e a d f a s t  u n t i l  w e  d r o p  i n  t h e  r a n k * ,  o n r  

f a c e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  h i l l  u p  w h i c h  w e  n r e  c l i m b i n g .  H a i l ! 

t h e n ,  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  b r o t h e r s ; h a i l ! a n d  w e l c o m e  a g a i n  t o  t h i s  

gathering in o u r  common I n d i a n  home.
O n c e  m o r e  w e  h a v e  h a d  a  p r o s p e r o u s  y e a r  t o  e n t e r  u p  i n  t h e  

k a r m i c  a c c o u n t  o f  o a r  S o c i e t y  : t h e  t i d e  o f  o u r  s u c c e s s  f l o w s  o n  a s  

h e r e t o f o r e ,  w h i l e  d i s a s t e r  h a s  b e g u n  t o  f a l l  u p o n  t h e  h o s t i l e  s e c e s 

s i o n  p a r t y  w h o  h a v e  s o  d e s p e r a t e l y  y e t  s o  u n a v a i l i n g l y  t r i e d  t o  s t o p  

o u r  p r o g r e s s .  A  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  a n d  m o s t  r e p u t a b l e  l e a d 

e r s  o f  t h a t  p a r t y  h a v e  r e s i g n e d  m e m b e r s h i p ; i n  f a c t ,  o n l y  y e s t e r d a y  

I  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  E n g l a n d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h o n o r a b l e  a m o n g  

t h e m  t h e  c o p y  o f  a  d o c u m e n t ,  a d d r e s s e d  l a s t  m o n t h  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  H e a d  

o f  t b a t  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  i n  w h i c h  s i x — f o u r  l a d i e s  a n d  t w o  g e n t l e m e n ,  o f  

m a r k — r e s i g n e d  a l l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  L e a d e r  f o r  s t r e n u o u s  

r e a s o n s  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e ,  w h i c h  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  

i n  s o  c o m p r e s s e d  a n  a d d r e s s  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t .  A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  

A n n u a l  A d d r e s s ,  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  r a p i d  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  o f  

c o m p l e t e  d i s a s t e r ,  h a s  b e e n  r e a c h e d ; “  t e m p l e s , ”  “  e c l e c t i c  ”  a n d  o t h e r  

v a r i e t i e s  o f  t h e o s o p h i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  h a v e  s p r a n g  u p ,  o n l y  d o o m e d  t o  w i l t  

i n  t h e  f r o s t  o f  u n s u c c e s s  ; a n d ,  w i t h i n  a  b r i e f  t e r m  o f  f o u r  y e a r s ,  

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  S l a v e h o l d e r s ’ R e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  p r o t o t y p i c  s e c e s -

* s i o n  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  o n r  d o m e s t i c  r e v o l t  s e e m s  m e a s u r a b l y  

n e a r .  I  s a y  t h i s  i n  s o r r o w ,  n o t  i n  a n g e r ,  f o r  w e  c a n  f e e l  o n l y  c o m p a s s i o n  

f o r  t h e  d u p e s  o f ,  p e r h a p s ,  i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  s e l f - d u p e d  l e a d e r s .

T he W h ite  E state.

S i n c e  o u r  l a s t  R e p o r t  t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  W h i t e  E s t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  s e l l  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  f o r  

e n o u g h  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  E s t a t e  f r o m  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  c e r t a i n  p r e s s i n g  d e b t s  

a n d  t o  m a k e  M r .  B a r n e s  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a n  e v e r  o f  a  l a r g e  s u m  b e i n g  

u l t i m a t e l y  r e a l i s e d *  A s  i t  i s  m y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  v i s i t  t h e  N o r t h  W e s t  C o a s t



o f  A  m  e r i c a  d a r i n g  t b e  c o m i n g  y e a r ,  I  s h a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e  S o c i e t y  

i n  m y  n e x t  A n n u a l  A d d r e s s  a  m n c h  m o r e  d e f i n i t e  i d e a  o f  t h e  c h a n c e s  

t h a n  I  c a n  n o w .  T h e  p r o j e c t e d  t o u r  w i l l  t a k e  m e  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  

a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  ; c o m m e n c i n g  a t  C o lo m b o .  F e b r u a r y  1 7 t h ,  w i t h  m y  

s a i l i n g  f o r  N a p l e s ,  a n d  e n d i n g  i n  N o v e m b e r  o r  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  i n  

D e c e m b e r  b y  m y  c r o s s i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  O c e a n ,  via H o n o l u l u  t o  H o n g -  

K o n g  a n d  t h e n c e  h o m e .  I  a m  t o  v i s i t ,  a s  n o w  p l a n n e d ,  o n r  B r a n c h e s  

i n  I t a l y ,  G e r m a n y ,  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  S w e d e n ,  N o r w a y ,  D e n 

m a r k ,  F i n l a n d ,  F r a n c o  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a .

T he H indu C entral College.

A t  t h e  B e n a r e s  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  S e c t i o n  i n  1 8 9 8 ,  t b e  S e c 

t i o n  b y  a  u n a n i m o u s  v o t e  e n d o r s e d  t h e  s c h e m e  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  H i n d u  

C o l l e g e ,  B e n a r e s ,  a  s c h e m e  s e t  o n  f o o t  b y  a  f e w  d e v o t e d  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  

d e s i r o u s  o f  a i d i n g  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  H i n d u i s m  b y  g i v i n g  H i n d u  r e l i g i o u s  

e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  y o u n g .  A l l  o v e r  I n d i a ,  t h e  H i n d u  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y  h a v e  b e e n  c o l l e c t i n g  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e ,  a n d  e n l i s t i n g  

p u b l i c  s y m p a t h y ; a n d  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d ,  a s  a  s i g n  o f  t r u l y  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

s p i r i t ,  t h a t  P a r s !  m e m b e r s  i n  B o m b a y ,  S u r a t  a n d  H y d e r a b a d  h a v o  b e e n  

a s  s t r e n u o u s  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  w o r k e r s  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e  a s  h a v e  t h e  H i n d u s ,  

w h o s e  r e l i g i o n  i s  a i d e d  b y  t h e  m o v e m e n t .

T h e  C o l l e g e  w a s  o p e n e d  i n  J u l y ,  1 8 9 8 ,  w i t h  o u l y  t w o  c l a s s e s — o n e  

s c h o o l  a n d  o n e  c o l l e g e .  I t  h a s  n o w  s i x — f o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  t w o  c o l l e g e ,  

a n d  w i l l  a d d  t w o  m o r e  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  r o o m s  

a r e  p r o v i d e d .  I t  h a s  a s  P r i n c i p p l  D r .  A r t h u r  R i c h a r d s o n ,  w h o  w o r k s  

f o r  l o v e ’s  s a k e  o n l y ,  d r a w i n g  n o  s a l a r y ; a s  H e a d  M a s t e r  M r .  H a r r y  

B a n b e r y  ; a n d  a  s t a f f  o f  e l e v e n  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  m a s t e r s ,  a l l  o f  w h o m  

d r a w  o n l y  b a r e  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a v .  I t  n u m b e r s  1 7 7  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  c a n n o t  

t a k e  m o r e  t i l l  i t s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  i s  i n c r e a s e d .  O w i n g  t o  t h e  p r i n c e l y  

g e n e r o s i t y  o f  H .  H .  t h e  M a h a r a j a  o f  B e n a r e s ,  i t  p o s s e s s e s  a  b e a u t i f u l  

c e n t r a l  b u i l d i n g  a n d  l a r g e  g r o u n d s — a  g i f t  v a l u e d  a t  B s .  5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T o  

t h i s  b u i l d i n g  1 6  c l a s s  r o o m s  a r e  n o w  b e i n g  a d d e d .  M r .  D h a r a m s a y  

M o r a r j i  G o c a l d a s  o f  B o m b a y  h a s  j n s t  s e n t  B s .  1 0 , 0 0 0  t o  b u i l d  a  

c h e m i c a l  l a b o r a t o r y ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  b y  l i i s  n a m e .  B s .  6 , 0 0 0  h a v e  

b e e n  g i v e n  t o  f o n n d  a n  a n n n a l  p r i z e ,  t h e  N a i s i n h a p r a s a d  H a r i p r a s a d  

B a c h  M e t a p h y s i c s  P r i z e ,  v a l u e  R s .  2 0 0 ,  f o r  t h e  b e s t  e s s a y  o n  p h i l o s o p h y  

b y  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  10 y e a r s *  s t a n d i n g ,  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  f i v e  

I n d i a n  U n i v e r s i t i e s .  R s .  2 , 0 0 0  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  b y  R a i  I s h v a r i  P r a s a d  

t o  p n t  i n  o r d e r  a s  a  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e  s o m e  e x i s t e n t  b u i l d i n g s ,  a n d  n e a r l y  

E s .  2,000— l a r g e l y  f r o m  H i n d u  l a d i e s — h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  f r o m  S o u t h  

C a n a r a ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  b n i l d  a  c l a s s  r o o m ,  i n  w h i c h  a  m e m o r i a l  

t a b l e t  w i l l  b e a r  t h e  n a m e  o f  S o u t h  C a n a r a .  S o u t h  I n d i a n  m e m b e r s  

w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  T h i r u p p a n a n d a l  T h a m b i r a n  

S v a m i ,  T a n j o r e  D i s t r i c t ,  h a s  p r o m i s e d  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  R s .  1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  h a l f  t o  

b e  p a i d  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  n e x t  y e a r .  T h e  g i f t s  

m a d e ,  l a r g e  a n d  s m a l l ,  c o m e  f r o m  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  I n d i a ,  a n d  a  c o n s t a n t  

s t r e a m  o f  s m a l l  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  p o o r  m e n  f lo w s  i n ,  h a r d l y  a  d a y  p a s s i n g



w i t h o n t  s o m e  b e i n g  r e c e i v e d .  T h i s  i s  d o u b t l e s s  d o e  t o  t b e  c o n f id e n c e  

i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  honour
e d  n a m e s  o f  I n d i a ,  b o t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  o r t h o d o x  P a n d i t s  o f  

B e n a r e s  a n d  r e l i g i o n s  m e n  o f  t b e  w o r l d  h i g h  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  

C r o w n .  M a y  s t i l l  i n c r e a s e d  s u c c e s s  f o l l o w  t h i s  n o b l e  w o r k  d n r i n g  t h e  

c o m i n g  y e a r .

C e y l o n .

I  m a d e  t w o  v i s i t s  t o  C e y l o n  t h i s  y e a r ,  m y  s e c o n d  o n e  a f t e r  i t  

b e c a m e  b a t  t o o  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  t o u r  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  m n s t  

b e  g i v e n  n p .  M y  w o r k  w a s  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P r o v i n c e ,  a n d  i n  

a n d  n e a r  G a l l e : m a n y  v i l l a g e s  b e i n g  v i s i t e d ,  m a n y  l e c t u r e s  g i v e n ,  a n d  

t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u m  o f  a b o n t  B s .  9 ,0 0 0  s u b s c r i b e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  e r e c t i o n  

o f  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  M a h i n d a  ( B u d d h i s t )  C o l l e g e .  I n  t h i s  w o r k  I  w a s  l o y a l l y  

h e l p e d  b y  o u r  o l d  c o l l e a g u e ,  M r .  T h o m a s  D .  S .  A m a r a s n r i y a ,  w i t h o n t  

w h o m  I  c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  b u t  l i t t l e .  O n r  o f f i c i a l  r e t u r n s ,  t o  b e  r e a d  

p r e s e n t l y ,  w i l l  s h o w  y o u  h o w  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  i s  p r o g r e s s i n g  

n n d e r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  o u r  B n d d h i s t  c o l l e a g u e s .  D u r i n g  t b e  y e a r  

M r .  H .  B a n b e r y ,  F .  T .  S . ,  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  D h a r m a r a j a  C o l l e g e ,  

K a n d y ,  t o  t h e  H i n d u  C e n t r a l  C o l l e g e ,  B e n a r e s ,  a n d  M r .  W i l t o n  H a c k ,  

F .  T .  S . ,  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  w a s  p r o s t r a t e d  b y  f e v e r  a n d ,  a f t e r  a  t h r e e  

m o n t h s ’ i l l n e s s ,  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e s i g n  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  A n s t r a l i a .  H i s  

i n t e n t i o n  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  r e s u m e  w o r k  f o r  B u d d h i s m  i n  t h e  I s l a n d  w h e n  

q n i t e  r e s t o r e d  t o  h e a l t h .  T a k i n g  t h e  I s l a n d  a s  a  w h o l e ,  w e  s e e  e a c h  

y e a r  a n  a d v a n c e  o v e r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  o n e ,  f o r  m o r e  s c h o o l s  a r e  b e i n g  

o p e n e d ,  m o r e  s c h o l a r s  e n t e r i n g ,  m o r e  g r a d u a t i n g  a n d  t a k i n g  t h e i r  

p l a c e s  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  w o r k e r s .  L o o k i n g  a t  d e t a i l s ,  w e  h a v e  t o  r e g r e t  

t h e  f a l l i n g  a w a y  i n t o  t l i e  s t a t e  o f  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  n a t o r a l  

l e a d e r s  w h o  w e r e  m y  c o - w o r k e r s  f r o m  t b e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  h e l p e d  e s t a b 

l i s h  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o n  i t s  p e r m a n e n t  f o u n d a t i o n .  B u t  t h i s  w e  s e e  e v e r y 

w h e r e ,  t b e  w o r l d  o v e r ; t h e  s t a u n c h e s t  s t a n d ,  t h e  n a t u r a l l y  i n d o l e n t  

d r o p  o n t .

T h e  P a n c h a m a s .

C l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  C e y l o n  B u d d h i s t i c  p r o p a g a n d a  i s  t b e  P a n -  

o h a m a  q u e s t i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a .  T h e  d e v o t i o n  o f  P t .  I y o t h e e  D o s s ,  

t h e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  l e a d e r  o f  t h i s  s o r r o w i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  

c r o w n e d  l o n g  a g o  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  a  P a n c h a m a  B u d d h i e t  L e a g u e  

a n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  vihara a n d  a  pansala i n  M a d r a s ,  b n t  f o r  t w o  d i f f i 

c u l t i e s ,  viz., b i s  n o t  h a v i n g  b e e n  a b l e  a s  y e t  t o  s h o w  m e  t b e  a n c i e n t  

p a l m l e a f  b o o k  o f  A s v a g h o s a  w h i c h ,  h e  a f f i r m s ,  s o  f u l l y  p r o v e s  t h a t  t h e  

a n c e s t o r s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  o u t - c a s t e s  w e r e  B u d d h i s t s  a s  t o  w a r r a n t  m y  

h e l p i n g  t h e m  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  p r o s t r a t e  r e l i g i o n  j a n d ,  s e c o n d l y ,  f o r  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  o f  M r .  D b a r m a p a l a ’s  M a h a b o d h i  S o c i e t y  n p o n  t h e  s c e n e  a n d  

h i s  i n j u d i c i o u s  a n d  q u i t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  c r e a t i o n  o f  p r e j u d i c e  i n  t h e  H i n d n  

m i n d  b y  a t t a c k s  u p o n  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a n d  c u s t o m s .  M y  p r e s e n t  

p o l i c y  i s  t o  l e t  m a t t e r s  s t a n d  ju s fc  a s  t h e y  a r e  n n t i l  t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d



B r a n c h  o f  t b e  M a h a b o d h i  S o c i e t y  e i t h e r  t a k e s  n p  a  B u d d h i s t  p r o p a g a n d a  

i n  e a r n e s t  o r  r e t i r e s  f r o m  t h e  fie ld *

P a n c h a m a  S c h o o l s .

T h e  n o t e  o n  o n r  t h r e e  P a n c h a m a  S c h o o l s ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  d r a f t e d  

b y  D r .  E n g l i s h ,  r a y  a s s o c i a t e  m a n a g e r  o f  t h i s  b e n e f i c e n t  m o v e m e n t ,  

w i l l ,  I  a m  s u r e ,  c o m m a n d  y o u r  s y m p a t h i e s  a n d  y o u  w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  

h e a r  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p u p i l s  i s  n o w  a b o u t  2 5 0  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  f r o m  

w e e k  t o  w e e k .  N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  o l d e r  b o y s  w h o  h a v e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

O l o o t t  F r e e  S c h o o l  h a v e  f o u n d  e m p l o y m e n t  a t  g o o d  w a g e s ,  t h u s  

r e a l i s i n g  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1 8 9 5 .

T h e  S u b b a  R o w  M e d a l .

W i t h o n t  g i v i n g  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  l a s t  y e a r  t o  a u t h o r s  w h o  w e r e  

a l r e a d y  i t s  h o l d e r s ,  I  c o u l d  m a k e  n o  a w a r d  f o r  1 8 9 8 ,  b u t  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  

a  w o r k  b y  o n e  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  h a s  a p p e a r e d  a t  L o u d o n  w h i c h  M r s .  B e 

s a n t ,  i n  h e r  Theosophical Review, a n d  M r .  K e i g h t l e y ,  i n  t h e  Theosophist, 
h a v e  h i g h l y  p r a i s e d  a n d  w h i c h  I  a l s o  f i n d  f u l l y  w o r t h y  o f  t h i s  h i g h e s t  

m a r k  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  w i t h i n  o u r  p o w e r  t o  b e s t o w  o n  a n  a u t h o r .  I  

t h e r e f o r e  a n n o u n c e  t h e  a w a r d  o f  t h e  S a b b a  R o w  M e d a l  o f  1 8 9 9  t o  t h e  

a u t h o r  o f  “  T h e  G r e a t  L a w , ”  w h o s e  r e a l  n a m e  I  a m  n o t  y e t  a l l o w e d  t o  

p r o n o u n c e ,  b n t  w h o s e  p s e u d o n y m  i s  W -  W i l l i a m s o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  h i s  

f i r s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e o s o p h i c  l i t e r a t u r e : l e t  u s  h o p e  i t  m a y  

n o t  b e  h i s  l a s t .

T h e  N e x t  C o n v e n t io n .

A s  a n n o u n c e d  i n  m y  l a s t  y e a r ’s  A d d r e s s ,  t h e  b i e n n i a l  r e c i p r o c a l  

a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  S e c t i o n  w i l l  n e c e s s i t a t e  

t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  o u r  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 9 0 0  a t  B e n a r e s  a l o n g  w i t h  t b a t  o f  t h e  

S e c t i o n ,  a s  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  t w o  b o d i e s  a r e  m e e t i n g  t o g e t h e r  h e r e .  I t  i s  

r i g h t  a n d  p r o p e r  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  c e l e b r a t e  i n  1 9 0 1  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  o n r  

q u a r t e r - c e n t u r y  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  I  h o p e  t h e  m o m e n t o u s  

o c c a s i o n  w i l l  d r a w  m a n y  o f  o n r  N o r t h e r n  a n d  a l s o  E u r o p e a n ,  A m e r i c a n  

a n d  A u s t r a l i a n  c o l l e a g u e s  t o  o u r  l o v e l y ,  c o m m o n  h o m e .  S u r e l y  s u c h  a n  

a n n i v e r s a r y  i s  w o r t h  c e l e b r a t i n g .

G r o w t h  o p  t h b  S o c ie t y  a n d  t h e  F  b e n c h  S e c t io n .

A s  t i m e  f lo w s  o n ,  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e t u r n s  o f  o u r  S o c i e t y ’s  g r o w t h  

b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  a s  d a t a  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  h i s t o r i a n : t h e  

s a m e  m a y  b e  s a i d  i n  a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  o f  t h e  g r o n p  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  o u r  

C o n v e n t i o n  D e l e g a t e s  w h i c h  i s  a n n u a l l y  t a k e n  o n  t h e  2 8 t h  D e c e m b e r .  

M a n y  o n c e  z e a l o u s  c o l l e a g u e s  w h o s e  f a o e s  w e r e  a l w a y s  s e e n  a t  o u r  

g a t h e r i n g s  h a v e  “  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  s i l e n c e , "  l e a v i n g  o n l y  t h e s e  f l e e t i n g  

i m a g e s  b e h i n d  t o  c o m f o r t  o n r  h e a r t s .

W h a t  I  s a i d  l a s t  y e a r  a b o u t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  m a y  b e  

a p p l i e d  a l m o s t  verbatim t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r .  W e  a r e  

s p r e a d i n g  f r o m  l a n d  t o l a n d ,  c o m i n g  i n t o  t o u c h  w i t h  n a t i o n  a f t e r  n a t i o n .  

S i n c e  t h e  l a s t  C o n v e n t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  a t t e n d e d )  a s  y o u  k n o w ,  b y  o u r  b e l o v -



e d  D r .  T h .  P a s c a l ,  a  f u l l  F r e n c h  S e c t i o n  o f  e i g h t  B r a n c h e s  h a s  b e e n  

f o r m e d  a n d  D r .  P a s c a l ’s  P r e l i m i n a r y  R e p o r t  w i l l  b e  l a i d  b e f o r e  y o n .  

F o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e  o f  c h a r t e r s  e x i s t i n g  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  e a c h  

y e a r  f r o m  1 8 7 8  t o  1 8 9 9  i n c l u s i v e  : —

C h a r t e r s  is s u e d  b t  t h c  T .  S .  to  t h e  c l o s e  o f  1 8 9 9 .
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N ew Branches.

A m e r i c a  h a s  a d d e d  s e v e n  n e w  B r a n c h e s  t o  o n r  l i s t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

p a s t  y e a r  e n d i n g  N o v e m b e r  1 s t ,  f o u r  o f  h e r  f o r m e r  c h n r t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  

r e l i n q u i s h e d  a n d  o n e  c a n c e l l e d  b y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .

I n d i a  h a s  a d d e d  n i n e  n e w  B r a n c h e s  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  h e r  S e c t i o n  a n d  

s e v e n  d o r m a n t  o n e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i v e d .

T h e  E u r o p e a n  S e c t i o n  h a s  f o r m e d  s e v e n  n e w  B r a n c h e s ,  a n d  t h r e e  

c h a r t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e u  n p .

T h e  A u s t r a l a s i a n  S e c t i o n  h a s  a d d e d  o n e  n e w  B r a n c h ,  t h e  S c a n d i 

n a v i a n  S e c t i o n  o n e ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  o n e  a n d  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  t w o ,  w h i c h  

m a k e s  a  t o t a l  o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t  n e w  B r a n c h e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .

L o c a l it ie s  o p  N e w  B r a n c h e s .

India A h m e d a b a d ,  B a i d y a n a t h ,  C h a p r a ,  G A d i v a d a ,  H & g l i ,  

K a z i p u r ,  S i w a n ,  R a j k o t ,  T a m l u k .

America T a c o m a ,  W a s h . ,  T a m p a ,  F l a . ,  L e a v e n w o r t h ,  K a n . ,  

H o l y o k e ,  M a s s . ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  M i c h . ,  P i e r r e ,  S o .  D a k o t a . ,  L i n c o l n ,  

N e b r a s k a .

Europe:— F r a n c e .  P a r i s  ( t h r e e ) ,  G r e n o b l e ,  I s e r e ,  L y o n s ,  M a r s e i l l e s ,  

— a l l  n o w  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  S e c t i o n — G e r m a n y .  C h a r l o t t e n b u r g .

Australia:— S y d n e y .

South Africa'-—J o h a n n e s b u r g .

South America, Argentine Republic:— B u e n o s  A i r e s ,  B o s a r i o  d e  

S a n t a  F e .

Scandinavia: — C o p e n h a g e n .

D e d u c t i n g  B r a n c h e s  s e c e d e d  a n d  s u r r e n d e r e d ,  w e  h a v e  a b o u t  4 7 5  

i v i n g  c h a r t e r s  a n d  a c t i v e  c e n t r e s .



M a n y  v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n s  b a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  t b e  O r i e n t a l  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  d n r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  i n d u s t r y  o f  

M r .  A i i a n t b a k r i s b n a  S a s t r y ,  w h i l e  o n  t o u r  i n  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a .  W e  c a n  

n o w  c o u u t  m o r e  t h a n  a n  h u n d r e d  m o r e  o r  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  a n c i e n t  M S S .  

i n  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n  w b i c h  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  P r o f .  A u f r e c h t ’s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  

w o r k ,  t h e  “  C a t a l o g u s  C a t a l o g o r u m . ”  A  D e s c r i p t i v e  C a t a l o g u e  o n  t h e  

m o d e l  o f  R a j i n d r a l a l a  M i t r a ' s  e r u d i t e  s c h e m e  h a s  b e e n  b e g u n ,  a n d  i n  

d u e  t i m e  o u r  A d y a r  L i b r a r y  w i l l  b e  k n o w n  t o  o r i e n t a l i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  w o r l d .

R e p o b t  o n  M S S .  c o l l e c t e d  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r  1 8 9 9 .

M r .  A n a n t b a k r i s h n a  S a s t r y  s a y s : “  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  c o l l e c t  

a b o u t  6 0 0  M S S .  t h i s  y e a r  f r o m  f o u r  c e n l r e s  i n  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a .  I  m a y  

s t a t e  t h a t  m y  t o u r  w a s  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  t h a t  s u c h  a  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  

h a s  n o t  b e e n  m a d e  i n  a n y  p r e v i o u s  y e n r  s i n c e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  

A d y a r  L i b r a r y .  S u f f i c i e n t  d i s c r e t i o n  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

M S S .  U n l i k e  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t s  c o l l e c t e d  y e a r l y  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  

L i b r a r i e s  w h e r e i n  a r e  u s u a l l y  i n c l u d e d  e v e n  t h o s e  o f  p r i n t e d  w o r k s  a n d  

m a n y  o t h e r  u s e l e s s  o n e s ,  I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  m y  l i s t ,  w h e n  r e a d y ,  w i l l  b e  

f o u n d  t o  c o n t a i n  m a n u s c r i p t s  o f  a  r e a l l y  v a l u a b l e  c l a s s .  A  d e t a i l e d  

r e p o r t ,  w h i c h  i s  n o w  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a n  A s s i s t a n t  

P a n d i t  w h o s e  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  k i n d l y  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  P r e s  i d u n  t -  

F o n n d e r ,  w i l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  i n  d u e  c o u r s e .

A t  p r e s e n t  o n l y  a  r o u g h  e s t i m a t e  c a n  b e  g i v e n  o f  m y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  

n n d e r  f o u r  h e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :

I .  T h e  N e g a p a t a m  c o l l e c t i o n  c h i e f l y  c o n s i s t s  o f  ( 1 )  S i v a i o  

w o r k s ,  s u c h  a s  H a r a d a t t & c h & r y a ’s  w r i t i n g s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  ( 2 )  l e x i c o n s  a n d  

g r a m m a r s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  8 c h a p t e r s  o f  P r a k r i t a  S f i t r a s  o f  K d  t y a n a  w i t h  

a  c o m m e n t a r y  a n d  o t h e r s ,  a n d  ( 3 J  w o r k s  o n  M a n t r a  S & s t r a  i n c l u d i n g  a  

c o p y  o f  S 'y & m & r a h a s y a .

I I .  T h e  T r i c h i n o p o l y  c o l l e c t i o n  m a i n l y  c o m p r i s e s  w o r k s  o n  

J y o t i s h a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s t r o l o g y .

I I I .  T h e  D i D d i g u l  c o l l e c t i o n  c o m p r i s e s  K a v y a s  a n d  g r a m m a r s ,  o f  

w h i c h  s o m e  a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  T e l u g u  l a n g u a g e .

I V .  T h e  T i n n e v e l l y  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  D h a r m a  S a s t r a s ,  K a v y a s  

a n d  a  f e w  w o r k s  o n  M a n t r a  S & s t r a .

T h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t s  i s  o n  t b e  w h o l e  f a i r  a n d  a l l  o f  

t h e m  a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  G r a n t h a  c h a r a c t e r  e x c e p t ,  t h e  D i n d i g u l  b o o k s  w h i c h  

a r e  i n  t h e  T e l n g u  c h a r a c t e r .  S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  a r e  d u e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

g e n t l e m e n  w i t h o n t  w h o s e  h e l p  I  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s e c n r e  

t h e s e  m a n u s c r i p t s :—

1 .  M r .  K .  S .  S r i n i v a s a  P i l l a y ,  o f  T a n j o r e .

2 .  M u t h u k r r a h n a  I y e r .

3 .  P a r t b a s a r a t b i  I y e n g a r ,  o f  T r i c h i n o p o l y .
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4 .  S .  N a r a y  a n a s a w m y  I y e r .

5 .  S a k e t a r a m a  N a i d u ,  o f  D i n d i g u l .

6. C .  P a r t h a s a r a t h y  N a i d u .

7 .  R .  S u b b a  I y e r ,  o f  T i n n e v e l l y  ( A m b a s a m n d r a m ) .

9 4 9  v o l u m e s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  L i b r a r y  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ,  7 2 4  

b e i n g  S a n s k r i t  a n d  2 2 5  E n g l i s h .  A s  t h e s e  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  a r r a n g e d  

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y ,  a  d e t a i l e d  l i s t  o f  t h e  v o l u m e s  i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  L i b r a r y  

n n d e r  t h e  v a r i o u s  h e a d i n g s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a f f i x e d  h e r e t o .

T h e  s u m  t o t a l  o f  b o o k s  i n  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  n o w  a b o u t  1 1 * 0 4 3 .”  

O u r  g e n e r a l  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e s y a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  w i l l  

p r o v e :—

Books Published in 1899.

E n g l i s h .

“  A  C h r i s t i a n  T h e o s o p h i s t , "  A l e x .  F u l l e r t o n .

“  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  C r e e d , ”  C .  W .  L e a d b e a t e r .

“  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  E g o , "  A .  P .  S i n n e t t .

“  I n v i s i b l e  H e l p e r s / '  C .  W .  L e a d b e a t e r .

*‘ E v o l u t i o n  o f  L i f e  a n d  F o r m , ”  M r s .  B e s a n t .

“  N e w  S y l l a b u s  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m . "

“ A n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  T h e o s o p h y , "  H .  A r t h u r  W i l s o n .

“  D b a r m a , "  M r s .  B e s a n t .

“  T h e  S t o r y  o f  t h e  G r e a t  W a r , "  M r s .  B e s a n t .

“  A u t o g r a p h  A l b u m , ”  M r s .  L a u d e r .

“  C l a i r v o y a n c e / ’ C .  W .  L e a d b e a t e r .

“  P e r p e t u a l  C a l e n d a r , ”  E .  M .  M a l l e t .

“  T h e  D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  H e a r t , ”  M r s .  B e s a n t .

F r e n c h .

“  L a  P h i l o s o p h i e  E s o t e r i q u e  d e  l ’I n d e , ”  J .  C .  C h a t t e r j i .

“  L 'H o m m e  e t  s e s  C o r p s , ”  t r a n s .

“  L a  T h e o s o p h i e  e n  Q u e l q u e s  C h a p i t r e s , "  D r .  T h .  P a s o a l .

“  C o n f e r e n c e s  d e  M m e . A n n i e  B e s a n t  a  P a r i s  i n  1 8 9 9 ;  L a  S a g e s s e  

A n t i q u e ;  L e  C h r i s t i a n i s m e  a u  P o i n t  d e  V u e  T h & o s o p h i q u e ; l ’ l d e a l  

T h ^ o s o p h i q u e . ”

S p a n i s h .

“ L a  D o c t r i u a  S e c r e t a , ”  V o l .  I I . ,  t r a n s l a t i o n .

I t a l i a n .

“  L ’E g o  e  I  S u o i  V e i c o l i  ”  ( T h e  S e l f  a n d  I t s  S h e a t h s ) ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  

a n d  c o m p i l a t i o n ,  S i g n o r  D e c i o  C a l v a r i .

D u t c h .

“  R e i n c a r n a t i o n , ”  b y  M r  a .  B e s a n t — t r a n s l a t e d  b y  J .  v a n  M a n e n .

14 D e a t h  a n d  A f t e r , ”  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t — t r a n s l a t e d  b y  J .  v a n  M a n e n .  

“  M a s t e r s  a s  F a c t s  a n d  I d e a l s , ”  b y  M r s ,  B e s a n t — t r a n s l a t e d  b y  J ,  

v a n  M a n e n ,



“  T h e o s o p l i y  a n d  O c c u l t i s m , ”  b y  G .  E .  S .  M e a d — t r a n s l a t e d  b y  

J .  v a n  M a n e n .

I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  : a  D u t c h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e . ”

P u b l i c a t i o n s  b y  I n d i a n  B r a n c h e s ,

Bombay.— “  T h e  S e l f  a n d  i t s  S h e a t h s  ”  i n  G u j a r a t i ,  b y  M a n m o h a n  

D a s  D a y a l  D a s  S h r o f f .  R e v i e w e d  i n  Prasnottara, p a g e  1 2 2 ,

“ T h e o s o p h y ”  . . .  . . .  . . .  •••* )
“ F i r e - w o r s h i p ”  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  I I n
“  P u r e  T h o u g h t s ,  P u r e  W o r d s  a n d  P u r e  D e e d s ”  I  G u j a r a t i .  
“ T h e  T h r e e  P a t h s — K a r m a ,  J n a n a ,  a n d  B h a k t i . ”  J  

“  Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m  i n  t h e  L i g h t  o f  T h e o s o p h y . ”

T h e  Theosophic Gleaner i s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e .

T h e  “  S y l l a b u s  o f  B r a n c h  W o r k , ”  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e .

Ludhiana.— “  T h e o s o p h y  i n  E v e i y - d a y  L i f e , ”  i n  U r d u  c a l l e d  

“  H e d a y a t e  A r i f a n . ”

Calcutta,—" The Pantha, ”  t h e  B e n g a l i  m o n t h l y — c o n t i n u e d .

Lucknow. — u  T h e  M e a n i n g  a n d  U s e  o f  P a i n , ”  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1 8 9 6  

i n  U r d u ,  b y  E a y a  B a h a d u r ,  m . a ,

4t T h e  A s t r a l  P l a n e , ”  i n  U r d u ,  b y  B a b n  N a r a t t a m  D a s .

Madras.'—Yolame 2 , c o m p r i s i n g  K a t h a  a n d  P r a s n a  U p a n i s h a d s —  

T r a n s l a t e d  b y  S .  S i t a r a m a  S a s t r i ,  b . a .

Meerut.— “  S h i l  V i v e k  ”  o r  T r e a s u r y  o f  H i n d u  M o r a l s ,  i n  U r d a ,  b y  

P a n d i t  E a m a  P r a s a c T .  E e v i e w e d  i n  Prasnottara, p p .  2 5 0  a n d  2 5 1 .

Bewares.— " T h e  H i n d u  C a t e c h i s m  ” — r e p r i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  Prasnottara 
b y  B a b u  S r i s h  C h a n d e r  V a s a .

Wai Centre.— “  E a s t e r n  C a s t e s  a n d  W e s t e r n  C l a s s e s  ’’— T r a n s l a t e d  

i n t o  H i n d i  b y  G aneB h R a m  K r i s h n a  V a i d y a ,  F .  T .  S .

“  D o e s  e v e r  C a s t e  d e p e n d  u p o n  T e n d e n c i e s  ?  ”  i n  E n g l i s h ,  h y  E .  G .  

V a i d y a ,  F .  T .  S .

Mysore,— “  U p a n i s h a d s , ”  V o l s .  I . ,  I I . ,  I I I . ,  b y  P a n d i t  A .  M a h a d e v a  

S a s t r i .

Surat Branch.— “  K a t h o p a n i s h a d  ”  i n  G u j a r a t i .

Bhatcnagur.— “  D e a t h  a n d  A f t e r ” — T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  G u j a r a t i — P u b 

l i s h e d  1 8 9 6 .

“  K a r m a  ” — T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  G u j a r a t i — P u b l i s h e d  1 8 9 8 *

Lahore.— The Punjab Theosophist— a  f o r t n i g h t l y  j o u r n a l  i n  H i n d i —  

i s  c o n t i n u e d .

M a g a z i n e s .

The Theosophist, English ( M o n t h l y ) .

The Theosophical Review, , ,

Mercury (now  d is c o n tin u e d ) ,  „
Vdhan, „  „

Prasnottara, , ,  }>

Theosophic Gleaner, „  |f

B



ro

Arya Bala Bodhini,
The Buddhist,
Journal of the Mahabodhi Sodelyt 
The Punjab Theosophist,
Theosophy in Australasia,

Modern Astrology,

Theosophie Messenger,

Ray S'of Light,

Sanmarga Bodhini,
P o l y g l o t .

Teosofisk Tidskrijt ( S w e d i s h ) ,

Balder ( N o r w e g i a n ) ,

"Revue Theosophique Fran raise ( F r e n c h ) ,  

Sophia ( S p a n i s h ) ,

Philadelphia ( S p a n i s h ) ,

Theosophia ( D u t c h ) ,

Lotus Bliithen ( G e r m a n ) ,

Theosophischer Wegweiser ( G e r m a n ) ,  

Teosophia ( I t a l i a n ) ,

Ber Vahan ( G e r m a n ) ,  t r a n s .  a n d  o r i g i n a l  

VIdee Theosophique ( F r e n c h ) ,

English ( M o n t h l y ) .

Telugu ( W e e k l y ) .

M o n t h l y .

Q u a r t e r l y .

L e t t e r  f r o m  M i s s  E d g e r .

T h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  p r o v o k e d  g r e a t  a p p l a u s e .

P e r t h , W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a , 

December 2nd, 1 8 8 9 .

M y  d e a r  B r o t h e r s ,

G r e e t i n g  t o  y o u  f r o m  y o u r  S i s t e r  a n d  f e l l o w - w o r k e r ,  w h o  w i l l  b e  

w i t h  y o u  i n  s p i r i t  a t  y o u r  C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h o u g h  a b s e n t  i n  f o r m .  M a y  a l l  

p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  a t t e n d  y o u r  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  m a y  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r  

b e  f u l l  o f  a c t i v e  a n d  d e v o t e d  s e r v i c e .  M a n y  l o v i n g  w i s h e s  t o  y o u ,  in *  

d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  f r o m

Y o u r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  f r i e n d  a n d  S i s t e r ,  

L i l i a n  E d g e r .

E x p r e s s i o n s  o f  s y m p a t h y  w e r e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t b e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  S e c t i o n  a n d  f r o m  t h e  A h m e d a b a d  B r a n c h  

a n d  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  t e l e g r a m s  f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  E u r o 

p e a n  a n d  A m e r i c a n  S e c t i o n s ,  S e n o r  D .  J o s e  X i f i e  o f  S p a i u ,  P r i n c e  H a r i -  

s i n L j i  R a p s i n h j i ,  R e v .  J i n a v a r a v a n s a  ( P r i n c e - P r i e s t )  a u d  o t h e r s ,  a n d  f r o m  

I n d i a n  B r a n c h e s  a t  N a g p u r ,  P o o n a ,  L a h o r e ,  H y d e r a b a d  a n d  B b a v n a g a r ,



T h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  S e c t i o n s  w e r e  t h e n  r e a d  b y  t h e i r  a p *  

p o i n t e d  d e l e g a t e s .

[ T h e  r e p o r t s  o f  S e c t i o n s  w e r e  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s  : E u r o p e a n ,  b y  M r s .  

B e s a n t  d e l e g a t e ;— A m e r i c a n ,  b y  M i s s  N e t t a  E .  W e e k s  ; I n d i a n ,  b y  t h e  

G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  ; A u s t r a l a s i a n ,  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  ; N e w  

Z e a l a n d ,  b y  D r .  A .  M a r q u e s ,  d e l e g a t e ;  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  b y  M i s s  S .  P i e t e r s ;  

S c a n d i n a v i a n ,  b y  I ) r .  W .  A .  E n g l i s h  ; F r e n c h ,  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  

w h o  a l s o  r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

C e y l o n .  D r .  E n g l i s h  p r e s e n t e d  a  b r i e f  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  

P a n c h a m a  E d u c a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  i n  S o u t h e r n  I n d i a . ]

A s  t h e  E u r o p e a n  R e p o r t  h a d  n o t  a r r i v e d ,  o w i n g  t o  d e l a y  i n  f o r w a r d 

i n g  i t ,  M r s .  B e s a n t  m a d e  s o m e  v e r y  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e m a r k s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h a t  S e c t i o n ,  i t s  c h a n g e  t o  m o r e  c o m m o d i o u s  q u a r t e r s  

a n d  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  a u d  t i m e l y  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  w h i c h  w a s  g e n e r o u s l y  r e n d e r 

e d .  S h e  s a i d ,  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  “  N o  w o r t h y  m o v e m e n t  n e e d e d  f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  h u m a n i t y  w i l l  e v e r  b e  l e f t  t o  p e r i s h  f o r  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t . ”  

A l l u s i o n  w a s  a l s o  m a d e  t o  M r .  M e a d 's  i m p o r t a n t  r e s e a r c h e s  o n  t h e  

o r i g i n s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w h i c h  s h o w e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  i t s  r o o t  i n  t h e  s a m e  

g r e a t  t r u t h s  w h i c h  f o r m e d  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  ; 

a l s o  t o  M r s .  C o o p e r - O a k l e y 's  e f f o r t s  i n  t r a c i n g  t h e  g e n e a l o g y  o f  t h e  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  f r o m  t h e  m e d ia e v a l  r e c o r d s  o f  v a r i o u s  e s o t e r i c  

b o d i e s  a n d  c u l t s .

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y ,  A M E R I C A N

S E C T I O N .

To the President-Founder, T. 8. : — D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  f r o m  N o v e m b e r  

1 s t ,  1 8 9 8 ,  t o  N o v e m b e r  1 s t ,  1 8 9 9 ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  i s s n e d  7 C h a r t e r s ,  

w h i l e  4  B r a n c h e s  h a v e  d i s s o l v e d ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  F i r s t  N e w a r k  L o d g e ,  

N e w a r k ,  N .  J . ; t h e  W a c h u s e t t  T ,  S . ,  W o r c e s t e r ,  M a s s .  ; t h e  S i l e n t  

W o r k e r s  L o d g e ,  D a v e n p o r t ,  I o w a ;  t h e  B n r r  O a k  T .  S . ,  K a l a m a z o o ,  

M i c h . ; a n d  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  a n o t h e r — t h e  J a m e s t o w n  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  C l u b  

T . S . ,  J a m e s t o w n ,  N . Y . —  w a s  s u p p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .  

T h e  p r e s e n t  n u m b e r  o f  B r a n c h e s  i s  7 0 *  ; l a s t  y e a r  i t  w a s  68.

M e m b e r s  r e s i g n e d ,  2 6  ; d i e d ,  1 4 ;  a d m i t t e d ,  3 7 5 .  M e m b e r s  d e r e l i c t  

i n  d u e s  a r e  d r o p p e d  f r o m  t h e  r o l l ,  t h o u g h  s o m e  s e e k  r e s t o r a t i o n  l a t e r *  

A l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  n u m b e r  o f  B r a n c h  m e m b e r s  i s

1 , 2 6 2 ;  o f  m e m b e r s  a t  l a r g e  1 5 7  ; t o t a l ,  1 ,4 1 9 .  L a s t  y e a r  i t  w a s  1 ,3 4 1 .

O u r  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  l i t t l e  i n c r e a s e ,  a n d  y e t  p e r h a p s  a s  m u c h  a s  c a n  

b e  e x p e c t e d  d u r i n g  a n  e r a  s t i l l  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  p o p u l a r  d i s t r u s t  , a n d  

r i d i c u l e  b r o u g h t  u p o n  T h e o s o p h y  b y  i m p o s t u r e  i n  i t s  n a m e ,  a n d  w h e r e *  

f r o m  A m e r i c a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  h o m e  o f  t h a t  i m p o s t u r e ,  h a s  s u f f e r e d  m o s t .  

M o r e o v e r ,  v e r y  m u c h  o f  o u r  p r o p a g a n d a  w o r k  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  h a s

# Another Branch has since been chartered a t Dayton, Ohio, making] the total 
number 71.



b e e n  d i r e c t e d  m o r e  f u l l y  t o  i h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  B r a n c h e s  

t h a n  t o  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s  a n d  g e n e r a l  m i s s i o n a r y  e f f o r t .  M o s t  a s s u r e d l y  

t h e  l a t t e r  i s  v i t a l  i n  a  r e a l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  w e  c o v e t  t h e  

m e a n s  t o  d o  m o r e  o f  i t ,  b n t  t h e  w e a k  a n d  u n t r a i n e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  m a n y  

B r a n c h e s ,  a t  a  l o s s  f o r  m e t h o d s  a n d  t e a c h e r s ,  h a s  s o  s t r o n g l y  c a l l e d  f o r  

a i d  t h a t  o u r  t r a v e l l i n g  w o r k e r s  h a v e  d e v o t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  r a t h e r  t o  t h a t .  

T h e r e  i s  a  g e n e r a l  c o n v i c t i o n  a m o n g  m e m b e r s  t h a t  o u r  g r e a t  n e e d  a i  

p r e s e n t  i s  s o m e  s y s t e m a t i c  o v e r s i g h t  o f  a n d  h e l p  t o  t h e  B r a n c h e s ,  a n d  

W e a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  s t r i v i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  i t .  T h e r e  i s  l e s s  r e s u l t  i n  n e w  

m e m b e r s h i p s ,  b u t  m o r e  i n  B r a n c h  a n d  S e c t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  a n d  

e n d u r a n c e .  N o r  a r e  p a r l o r  t a l k s  a n d  o p e n  B r a n c h  m e e t i n g s  w i t h o u t  

f r u i t  i n  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  r o l l .

T h e  a b s o r p t i o n  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n a l  o r g a n ,  Mercury, i n t o  The Theoso
phical Review o f  L o n d o n  h a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t h e  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  a n d  E u r o p e a n  S e c t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o n e  m o n t h l y ,  

a n d  t h u s  e n s u r e d  f a r  m o r e  c i r c u l a t i o n  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  t o  t h e  p r i c e 

l e s s  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  Review. T o  m e e t  l o c a l  n e e d s ,  t h e  l a s t  C o n -  

v e n t i o n  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  i s s u e  o f  a  s m a l l  m o n t h l y  c a l l e d  The 
Theosophic Messenger a n d  d e v o t e d  t o  r e c o r d s  o f  S e c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

I t  i s  e d i t e d  b y  M r .  W m .  .T. W a l t e r s ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  a n d  c o n d u c t o r  o f  

Mercury, a n d  h e  w i l l  a l s o  c o n d u c t  a  m o n t h l y  f o r  c h i l d r e n  e n t i t l e d  The 
Golden Chain.  T h e  f o r m e r  i s  t o  b e  m a i l e d  s e p a r a t e l y  a n d  g r a t u i t o u s l y  

t o  e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n .  O u r  r e a l  n e e d s  a r e  t h u s  f a r  b e t t e r  m e t ,  

a n d  o n r  a c t u a l  s t r e n g t h  f a r  b e t t e r  a p p l i e d .

U n d e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  m a d e  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  i n  C h i c a g o ,  

e v e r y  n e w  m e m b e r  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  S e c t i o n  i s  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  

a n d  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  P r o p a g a n d a .  F u n d  a n d  is  i n v i t e d  t o  p l e d g e  h i m s e l f  t o  

t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o m e  f i x e d  s u m  p e r  w e e k  o r  p e r  m o n t h .  The 
Theosophic Messenger w i l l  r e p o r t  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  l e c t u r e r s ,  a n d  t h u s  a l l  

m e m b e r s  w i l l  h a v e  o u r  n e e d s  a n d  o u r  a c c o m p l i & h i n g s  b r o u g h t  d i r e c t l y  t o  

t b e i r  a t t e n t i o n .

I f  l i t t l e  t b a t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  n o t h i n g  t h a t  i s  r e m a r k a b l e  c a n  b e  

a s s e r t e d  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n ,  i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  t r u e  t b a t  m a n y  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  a r e  

d e e p l y  z e a l o u s  i n  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s  a n d  w o r k ,  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  ie  

s o l i d i f y i n g  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c l u d i n g  y e a r  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y  i s  a w a i t e d  i n  f a l l  h o p e  o f  a  r e c o r d  e v e n  b e t t e r  a n d  r i o h e r .

A lexander F cllebtox,
General Secretary,

R E P O R T  O f l  T H E  I N D I A N  S E C T I O N .

To the President-Founder, T. S.:— D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  

t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s -  o f  m y  

b e l o v e d  B r o t h e r  a n d  C o l l e a g n e ,  B a b u  U p e n d r a  N a t h  B a s u ,  u n d e r  w h o s e  

w i s e  a n d  a b l e  g u i d a n c e  i t  h a s  i n a d e  s t e a d y  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s ,  

a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t i m m a r y  R e p o r t  w i l l  s h o w .



T h e  e v e r - g r o w i n g  m a s s  o f  o f f i c e - w o r k  h a s  m a d e  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  

o f f i c e - s t a f f  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  a n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  d e m a n d e d  t h e  

The Office. u n r e m i t t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a n  a b l e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y .

: S u c h  a n  o n e  w e  h a v e  a t  l e n g t h  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h

t o  s e c u r e  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  B a b u  D b a n a  K r i s h n a  B i s v a s ,  b .a . ,  b . l . ,  

w h o  h a s ,  a t  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  s a c r i f i c e ,  g i v e n  u p  a  g r o w i n g  l a w - p r a c t i c e  

a n d  d e c l i n e d  a  l u c r a t i v e  Z e m i n d a r y  p o s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v o t e  h i s  l i f e  t o  

o u r  n o b l e  c a u s e .  U n d e r  b i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  e n e r g e t i c  s u p e r v i s i o n  

m a n y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  r e c o r d s  a n d  

i n  t h e  m e t h o d s  o f  w o r k *  w h i c h  s h o w  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s .  

H e  h a s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  s o m e  v a l u a b l e  p a p e r s  t o  o u r  s e c t i o n a l  o r g a n ,  

Prasnottara. O t h e r  c h a n g e s  i n  t b e  s t a f f  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n d  

w e  h a v e  n o w ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  a n  a b l e ,  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  e a r n e s t  b o d y  o f  w o r k e r s ,  

a m o n g  w h o m  I  m u s t  s p e c i a l l y  m e n t i o n  B r o t h e r  S .  R a g a v e n d r a  R o w ,  

f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t h e  a b l e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t b e  B o m b a y  B r a n c h ,  w h o ,  h a v i n g  

t a k e n  p e n s i o n ,  h a s  c o m e  t o  B e n a r e s  t o  d e v o t e  h i m s e l f  e n t i r e l y  t o  T .  S .  

w o r k .  H i s  s p e c i a l  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  t b e  E .  S .  T . ,  w b i c h  m o r e  t h a n  f i l l s  

a l l  b i s  t im e *

T h e  r o l l  o f  o u r  B r a n c h  v i s i t o r s  i s  g r o w i n g ,  t h o u g h  s l o w l y ,  a n d  

a l t h o u g h  t b e  s t a t e  o f  M r s .  B e s a n t ’s  h e a l t h  p r e v e n t e d  

Visits to h e r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  h e r  p r o p o s e d  t o u r ,  y e t  w e  h a v e  t h e  

Branches, n o t  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o t a l  o f  1 0 5  v i s i t s  t o  B r a u c h e e  a n d  

1 0 3  t o  p l a c e s  w h e r e  n o  B r a n c h  e x i s t s .  F o r  a l l  t h i s  

w o r k  t h e  t h a n k s  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  a r e  d u e  t o  t h e  d e v o t e d  w o r k e r s  w h o  

l a b o u r  o n  i t s  b e h a l f .

N i n e  n e w  B r a n c h e s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  o u r  r o l l  d u r i n g  

Neve Branches, t b e  p a s t  y e a r ,  viz,:— A h m e d a b a d ,  B a i d y a n a l h ,  C b a p r a ,  

G n d i v a d a ,  H u g l i ,  K a z i p u r ,  S i w a n ,  R a j k o t ,  T a m l u k  ; 

t h r e e  n e w  c e n t r e s  w e r e  f o r m e d ,  a t  R a n i d a s p u r ,  W a i  a n d  B e t t i a h ,  w h i l e  

s e v e n  o l d  a n d  d o r m a n t  B r a n c h e s  w e r e  r e v i v e d  a n d  c a l l e d  i n t o  r e n e w e d  

a c t i v i t y ,  vis,:— B u r d w a n ,  D a m r a o n ,  R a j m a h a l ,  B h a g a l p u r ,  D e l h i ,  G h a z i -  

p u r  a n d  S i m l a .

D u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  3 6 9  n e w  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  

New Members, t o  o u r  r a n k s ,  w h i l o  w e  h a v e  l o s t  1 3  b y  d e a t h  a n d  5  

b y  r e s i g n a t i o n .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  o f  n e w  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  I t  c a n  m a k e  n o  c l a i m  t o  c o m p l e t e n e s s

New a s  b o t h  o u r  B r a n c h e s  a n d  o u r  m e m b e r s  o f t e n  o m i t  t o  

Publications,  s e n d  t o  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a  c o p y  o f  a n y  b o o k  o r  p a m 

p h l e t  t h e y  m a y  p u b l i s h ,  s o  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  n o t i c e d  i n  

t h e  A n n u a l  R e p o r t : —

Bombay.— ** T h e  S e l f  a n d  i t s  S h e a t h s  ”  i n  G u j a r a t i ,  b y  M a n m o h a n  

D m  D a y a l  D a s  S h r o f f ,  R e v i e w e d  i n  Prasnottara, p a g e  1 2 2 ,



u
“ T h e o s o p h y ”  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . ^
“ F i r e - w o r s h i p ”  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  | I n
“  P u r e  T h o u g h t s ,  P u r e  W o r d s  a n d  P u r e  D e e d s .  G u j a -  
“ T h e  T h r e e  P a t h s ” — “ K a r m a ,  J u a n a ,  a n d  I r a t i .

B h a k t i  ’* ............................................................................ J

*' Z o i * o a s t r i a n i s m  i n  t h e  L i g h t  o f  T h e o s o p h y . ”

T h e  Theosophic Gleaner i s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s e  i n  6i*ze. 

T h e  “  S y l l a b u s  o f  B r a n c h  W o r k s , ’* d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e .

Ludhiana.— “  T h e o s o p h y  i n  E v e r y - d a y  L i f e , ”  i n  U r d u  c a l l e d  

“  H e d a y a t e  A r i f a n . ”

Calcutta. — “  T h e  P a n t h a , ”  t h e  B e n g a l i  m o n t h l y — c o n t i n u e d .

Lucknow. — “  T h e  M e a n i n g  a n d  U s e  o f  P a i n , ”  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1 8 9 6 ,  

i n  U r d u ,  b y  R a y a  B a h a d n r ,  m . a .

“  T h e  A s t r a l  P l a n e , ’* i n  U r d u ,  b y  B a b u  N a r a t t a m  D a s .

Madras.— V o l u m e  2, c o m p r i s i n g  K a t h a  a n d  P r a s n a  U p a n i s h a d s —  

T r a n s l a t e d  b y  S- S i t a r a m a  S a s t r i ,  h .a .

Meerut.— “  S h i l  V i v e k  ”  o r  T r e a s u r y  o f  H i n d u  M o r a l s  i n  U r d u ,  b y  

P a n d i t  R a m a  P r a s a d .  R e v i e w e d  i n  Prasnottara, p p .  2 5 0  a n d  2 5 1 .

Benares.— “  T h e  H i n d u  C a t e c h i s m  ” — r e p r i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  Prasnottara 
b y  B a b u  S r i s h  C h a n d e r  V u s u ,

Wax Centre.— ** E a s t e r n  C a s t e s  a n d  W e s t e r n  C l a s s e s  ” — T r a n s l a t e d  

i n t o  H i n d i  b y  G a n e s h  R a m  K r i s h n a  V a i d y a ,  P .  T .  S .

“  D o e s  e v e r  C a s t e  d e p e n d  u p o n  T e n d e n c i e s  ? ”  i n  E n g l i s h ,  b y  G .  R .  

V a i d y a ,  F .  T .  S .

Mysore.— “ U p a n i s h a d s , ”  V o l s .  I . ,  I I . ,  I I I . ,  b y  M a h & d e v a  S a s t r i .

Surat Branch.— “  K a t h o p a n i s h a d  ”  i n  G u j a r a t i *

Bhawnagur.— “  D e a t h  a n d  A f t e r  ’*— T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  G u j a r a t i — P u b 

l i s h e d  1 8 9 8 .

“  K a r m a ” — T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  G u j a r a t i — P u b l i s h e d  1 8 9 8 .

Lahore.— The Punjab Theosophist—a  f o r t n i g h t l y  j o u r n a l  i n  H i n d i —  

i s  c o n t i n u e d .

U n d e r  t h i s  h e a d  o u r  r e p o r t  t h i s  y e a r  i s  n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  s o  f a r  a t  

l e a s t  a s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  c u r r e n t  i n c o m e  a n d  e x p e n d i -  

Finance. t n r e  g o e s .  I n d e e d  o n r  y e a r ’s  w o r k  s h o w s  a n  a c t u a l  d e f i c i t  

o f  s o m e  R s .  6 0 0 ,  o u r  e x p e n d i t u r e  h a v i n g  e x c e e d e d  o o r  

r e c e i p t s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  b y  t h a t  a m o u n t .  T h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  a r e ,  o n  t h e  

o n e  h a n d ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  a n d e r  a l l  o u r  m a i n  h e a d s  o f  

o u t l a y  a n d  o n  t h e  o t h e r  a  s m a l l  d i m i n u t i o n  i n  t h e  t o t a l  a m o n n t  

r e c e i v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  B u t  a s  a g a i n s t  t h i s ,  i t  m u s t  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  

t h a t  o n r  m e m b e r s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  ( a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  S e c t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e )  h a v e  

c o n t r i b u t e d  v e r y  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  f u n d s  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  H i n d u  C o l l e g e ,  

w h i l e  t h e y  h a v e  a l s o  s u b s c r i b e d  s o m e  R s .  8 , 0 0 0  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o s t  o f  t b e  

n e w  H e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g  a t  B e n a r e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  B o m  o f  

R s .  8,000 w h i c h  w a s  g i v e n  a t  l a s t  C o n v e n t i o n  b y  o n e  m e m b e r .

T h e  H i n d u  C o l l e g e  h a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o w  g o t  w e l l  s t a r t e d ,  a n d  t h e  t i m e  

h a s  c o m e  f o r  o n r  m e m b e r s  t o  t u r n  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  

t o w a r d s  t h e i r  o w n  S e c t i o n .  A t  l e a s t  R s .  1 1 , 0 0 0  m o r e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e



a m o u n t  a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d ,  w i l l  b e  a b s o l u t e l y  n e e d e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  t b e  

e r e c t i o n  a n d  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  I  m a k e  a  m o s t  

e a r n e s t  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  o u r  m e m b e r s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  s y m p a t h i s e r s  t o  h e l p  u s  

b o t h  g e n e r o u s l y  a n d  q a i c k l y  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  m a y  

b e  r e a d y  a n d  f u r n i s h e d  b e f o r e  n e x t  c o l d  w e a t h e r  c o m e s  r o u n d ,  b r i n g i n g  

• w i th  i t  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  t h e  T .  S .  A n n i v e r s a r y  a n d  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  a t  B e n a r e s .

T h u s  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  e v e n  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  t h i s  l a s t  y e a r  s h o w s  a  g o o d  

r e c o r d ,  a n d  I  d o  n o t  d o u b t  t h a t  n e x t  y e a r  w i l l  s e e  o u r  i n c o m e  

b r o u g h t  n p  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  o u r  o u t g o i n g s .  S t i l l  i t  i s  m u c h  t o  b e  w i s h e d  

t h a t  s o  l a r g e  a  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  d i d  n o t  s o  o f t e n  n e g l e c t  t o  p a y  

t h e i r  a n n u a l  d u e s  a s  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e .

O n r  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  s h o w s  a s  

f o l l o w s  :—

T o t a l  T o t a l

N e t  I n c o m e . N e t  E x p e n d i t u r e .  I n c e a s *  o f  I n c o m e .

B S . A. P . R S . A . P . R S . A. P .

1 8 9 6  . . .  5 , 8 9 8  1 1  0  4 , 5 0 3  4  1 1  2 ,4 8 6  1 5  6
1 8 9 7  . . . 6 , 9 9 6  2  1 1  4 .9 5 9  1 4  3  1 ,0 9 7  7  11

1 8 9 8  . . .  8 , 0 8 2  9  6 6 ,4 9 3  1 4  3  1 ,0 8 6  6 7

1 8 9 9  . . .  7 ,8 8 7  5  5  8 ,5 2 2  6 6 D e c r e a s e . . .  1 9 5  4  1

A  s u m m a r y  o f  o u r  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  s t a n d s  a s  f o l l o w s  :—

B a l a n c e  o n  S e p t .  3 0 t h ,  1 8 9 8  ......................  U s .  7 ,3 7 0  8 9

R e c e i p t s  t o  O c t .  1 s t ,  1 8 9 9  ......................  7 ,8 8 7  5  5

T o t a l . . . 1 5 ,2 5 7  1 4  2

L e s s  E x p e n d i t u r e  ......................  8 ,5 2 2  6 6
B a l a n c e  i n  h a n d  ......................  6 ,7 3 5  7  8

W e  t h u s  c o m m e n c e d  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  y e a r  w i t h  a  b a l a n c e  i n  h a n d  o f  

R s .  7 ,3 7 0 - 8 - 9  a n d  w e  c l o s e  i t  w i t h  t h a t  b a l a n c e  l e s s e n e d  t o  R s .  6 , 7 3 5 - 7 - 8  

o n l y  ; a n d  w i t h  h e a v y  e x p e n d i t u r e  b e f o r e  u s  f o r  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g ,  f i t t i n g  u p  

a n d  r e m o v a l  t o  t h e  n e w  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  f o r  t h e  f i t t i n g  u p  o f  t h e  

v i s i t o r s ’ a n d  d e l e g a t e s ’ q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  A n n i 

v e r s a r y  M e e t i n g  a n d  C o n v e n t i o n  n e x t  C h r i s t m a s .

T h a n k s  t o  t h e  g e n e r o u s  a i d  o f  o u r  S e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t s  o f  

The Central o u r  m e m b e r s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  g r o w t h  a n d  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  

Hindu College. m a d e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e ,  a s  w i l l  b e  s e e n  

f r o m  t h e  d e t a i l e d  R e p o r t  t o  b e  i s s u e d  s h o r t l y .

W e  h a v e  t o  d e p l o r e  t h e  l o s s  b y  d e a t h  o f  s o m e  1 3  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  

a m o n g  w h o m  M e s s r s .  N .  P a r t h a s w a m y  N a i d u ,  o f  N e l l o r e  

Obituary.  a n d  M u n s h i  R a j a  B a h a d u r  O .  E .  O . ,  o f  L u c k n o w ,  m u s t  b e

s p e c i a l l y  n a m e d  ; b u t  t h i s  y e a r  w e  h a v e  b e e n  s p a r e d  a n y  

s u c h  s e r i o u s  l o s s e s  a s  t h o s e  w h i c h  f e l l  u p o n  u s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  

t w e l v e m o n t h ,



. T h o u g h  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r S e  y e a r s  o n r  b e l o v e d  I n d i a  h a s  b e e n  1 a b o r n i n g  

u n d e r  t h e  m o s t  s e v e r e  d i s t r e s s ,  h a r d  p r e s s e d  b y  a l m o s t  

. Conclusion.  u n b r o k e n  f a m i n e  i n  o n e  p a r i  o r  a n o t h e r ,  r a v a g e d  b y

p l a g u e ,  a n d  t r i e d  t o  t b e  u t m o s t ,  y e t i  o u r  m o v e m e n t  h a s  

g r o w n  a n d  p r o s p e r e d  e v e n  a m i d  a  h o s t  o f  a d v e r s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  X e i r  

w o r k e r s  h a v e  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  f i e ld  t o  r e p l a c e  t h o s e  w h o m  d e a t h  h a s  s w e p t  

f r o m  o u r  r a n k s  a n d  a  s p i r i t  o f  d e v o t i o n  a n d  e a r n e s t  w o r k  g r o w s  y e a r l y  

s t r o n g e r .  L e t  u s  e v e r  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  U n i t y  a n d  B r o t h e r h o o d  a r o  o n r  

w a t c h w o r d s ,  t h a t  s i n c e  o u r  t a s k  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s p i r i t u a l ,  t h a t  i s ,  u n i 

v e r s a l ,  w e  m u s t  a b o v e  a l l  g u a r d  o u r s e l v e s  m o s t  v i g i l a n t l y  a g a i n s t  i n n e r  

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n  ; a n d  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  s e c t i o n a l  o r  

p r o v i n c i a l  j e a l o u s y ,  t h e  s e t t i u g o f  o n e  p a r t  o r  p r o v i n c e  o f  I n d i a  a g a i n s t  

t h e  r e s t ,  a n d  t h e  s e p a r a t i n g  i t  o f f  f r o m  t h e  o n e  o r g a n i c  w h o l e  w o u l d  b e  

f a t a l  t o  o u r  p u r p o s e ,  b e c a u s e  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  t h a t  u n i t y  i n  s p i r i t  a n d  i n  

l o v e  w h i c h  o u r  S o c i e t y  r e p r e s e n t s .

B ertram K e ig h t l e y ,
General Secertary.

R E P O R T  O P  T H E  A U S T R A L A S I A N  S E C T I O N .

To the President-Founder, T. S. I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  r e p o r t  t o  

y o u  t l i a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  B r a n c h e s  n o w  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  A u s t r a l a s i a n  

S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  T . S .  i s  o n l y  t w e l v e ,  t h e  C h a r t e r s  o f  t w o  B r a n c h e s  ( D a y -  

s p r i n g  a n d  M t .  D a v i d )  h a v i n g  b e e n  c a l l e d  i n ,  o w i n g  t o  m o s t  o f  t h e  m e m 

b e r s  f o r m e r l y  c o m p o s i n g  t h e m  h a v i n g  l e f t  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  w h i c h  t b e  

C h a r t e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w e v e r ,  w i t h  p l e a s u r e ,  t b a t  t h e r e  

a r e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  t h e  p r o m p t  r e v i v a l  o f  D a y s p r i n g ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  s t a r t i n g  

o f  a  n e w  b r a n c h  a t  N e w  T o w n .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s  n o w  o n  o u r  r o l l  i s  3 9 2 ,  6 0  h a v i n g  j o i n e d  

s i n c o  l a s t  r e p o r t  a n d  5 0  h a v i n g  r e s i g n e d ,  a l l o w e d  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  t o  

l a p s e  o r  l e f t  t b e  C o l o n y ,  a n d  t w o  m e m b e r s  h a v e  d i e d .

T h e  F i f t h  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  S e c t i o n  w a s  h e l d  i n  M e l b o u r n e  

o n  M a r c h  3 1 s t ,  1 8 9 9 .  D e l e g a t e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S y d n e y ,  M e l b o u r n e ,  

I b i s ,  H o b a r t ,  a n d  B r i s b a n e  B r a n c h e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h e  B r a n c h e s  a t  

A d e l a i d e ,  M a r y b o r o u g h ,  R o c k h a m p t o n  a n d  t h e  E g y p t i a n  B r a n c h  w e r e  

r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  p r o x i e s .

T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  w a s  m a i n l y  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  d e t a i l s  r e l a t i v e  

t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o n  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t b e  e n s u i n g  y e a r .

O w i n g  t o  a  s e v e r e  a t t a c k  o f  i l l n e s s  I  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  t a k e  u p  m y  

d u t i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a  u n t i l  O c t o b e r  3 0 t h ,  M r .  M a r t y n  h a v i n g  c o n t i n u e d  a s  

A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  u n t i l  m y  a r r i v a l ,  a n d  i t  i s  a  m o s t  p l e a s a n t  

d u t y  f o r  m e  t o  r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e  S e c t i o n  t h o r o u g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  h i s  z e a l  

a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  c a u s e .  T h e  A s s i s t a n t  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  M r .

H .  A .  W i l s o n ,  h a s  a l s o  d o n e  f a i t h f u l  a n d  u s e f u l  w o r k  a t  t h e  S y d n e y  
H e a d q u a r t e r s .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  M i s s  E d g e r ,  o u r  F e d e r a l  L e c t u r e r ,  h a s  v i s i t e d  a n d  

l e c t u r e d  i n  a l l  t b e  t o w n s  o f  A u s t r a l i a  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  a c t i v e  B r a n c h e s



ol o n r  S o c i e t y ,  g i v i n g ,  d n r i n g  t h e  e i g h t  m o n t h s  a c t u a l l y  s p e n t  b y  h e r  i n  

t h i s .  S e c t i o n ,  m o r e  t h a n  s i x t y  p n b l i o  l e c t u r e * ,  b e s i d e s  m e e t i n g s  f o r  

m e m b e r s  o n l y ,  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t b e  a n s w e r i n g  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a l  

i n t e r v i e w s  f o r  e n q u i r e r s  w h e n e v e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f f e r e d ,  a n d  b e r  w o r k  i s  

b e c o m i n g  e v e r y  d a y  m o r e  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  m o r e  p o p u l a r .

A t  G y m  p ie ,  T o w n s v i l l e  a n d  C h a r t e r s  T o w e r s ,  w h e r e  a s  y e t  t h e r e  

a r e  n o  B r a n c h e s — t h e  t w o  l a t t e r  p l a c e s  b e i n g  a l t o g e t h e r  n e w  g r o u n d ,  

t h e o s o p h i c a l l y — M i s s  E d g e r  a l s o  l e c t u r c d ,  a r o u s i n g  m u c h  i n t e r e s t ,  w h i c h  

i t  i s  h o p e d  w i l l  b e  k e p t  a l i v e  b y  r e a d i n g - c i r c l e s  o r  c l a s s e s  f o r  s t u d y .  

F r o m  t h e  l a t e s t  r e p o r t s ,  s h e  i s  n o w  d o i n g  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k  i n  n e w  f i e ld s  

i n  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  w e  h o p e  t o  s o o n  s e e  a  B r a n c h  s t a r t e d  i n  

P e r t h .

T h e  B r a n c h e s  a t  A d e l a i d e ,  M e l b o u r n e ,  S o u t h  Y a r r a ,  H o b a r t ,  S y d n e y  

a n d  B r i s b a n e  h a v e  k e p t  t h e i r  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  m e m b e r s *  c l a s s e s  f o r  

s t u d y  g o i n g  w i t h o u t  c e s s a t i o n ,  a n d  r e p o r t  f a v o u r a b l e  p r o g r e s s ,  t h o u g h  

t h e  S o u t h  Y a r r a  B r a n c h  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  h a m p e r e d ,  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

s e v e r a l  o f  i t s  p r o m i n e n t  m e m b e r s  h a v e  g o n e  t o  E n g l a n d ,  T h e  I b i s  h a s  

a l s o  t h e  h o n o r  o f  b e i n g  s o  f a r  t h e  o n l y  B r a n c h  i n  A u s t r a l i a  w h e r e  L o t u s  

w o r k  i s  d o n e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .

T b e  s m a l l e r  B r a n c h e s  a n d  t h e  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  u n a t t a c h e d  m e m b e r s ,  

t h o u g h  n o t  a b l e  t o  s h o w  m u c h  in  t b e  w a y  o f  p u b l i c  w o r k ,  s t i l l  r e m a i n  

a s  l i v i n g  c e n t r e s  o f  T h e o s o p h i c  p r o p a g a n d a  r e a d y  t o  b e  q u i c k e n e d ,  w h e n  

o t h e r  t h i n g s  a r e  f a v o u r a b l e ,  i n t o  f o r m s  o f  l a r g e r  u s e f u l n e s s .  T h o  

S e c t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  i n t e n d e d  m a i n l y  f o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  o u r  

m e m b e r s ,  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p a t r o n i s e d  s o  w e l l  a s  w e  c o u l d  w i s h ,  b u t  w i t h  

t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  b o o k s  w e  e x p e c t  t o  h a v e  a  d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t  

t o  g i v e .  T h e  B r a n c h e s  in  S y d n e y  a n d  M e l b o u r n e  o w n  e x c e l l e n t  l i b r a 

r i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  I b i s  L o d g e  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  v a l u a b l e  o w i n g  t o  t h e  

g e n e r o s i t y  o f  M r s .  P a l m e r .

T h e  s e c t i o n a l  O r g a n ,  Theosophy in Australasia,  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d  r e g u 

l a r l y  e a c h  m o n t h  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  a n d  w e  h o p e  s h o r t l y  t o  l a r g e l y  

i n c r e a s e  i t s  s i z e  a n d  u s e f u l n e s s .

I  i n t e n d  t o  v i s i t ,  a n d  l e c t u r e  f o r ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  B r a n c h e s  a n d  c e n t e r s  

o f  a e t i v i t y ,  i u  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  n e w  y e a r .

1 e n c l o s e  a  l i s t  o f  o u r  B r a n c h e s  w i t h  t h e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o f  

t h e  o f f ic e r s  u p  t o  d a t e ,  a n d  I  m u s t  a d d  t h a t  t h o s e  1 h a v e  h a d  t h e  p r i 

v i l e g e  o f  m e e t i n g  s e e m  t o  b e  a l l  h a r d  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  w o r k e r s ,  s o  t h a t  

a  g o o d  r e p o r t  o f  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s u l t  f o r  o u r  n e x t  y e a r l y  

r e p o r t .
A .  M a e q u e s ,

General Secretary.

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  N E W  Z E A L A N D  S E C T I O N .

To the President-Founder. T. S . :— S i n c e  I  l u s t  h a d  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  

r e p o r t i n g  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  T .  S .  w e  h a v e  

h e l d  o n r  T h i r d  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n .  I t  w a s  h e l d  a t  C h r i s t c h u r c h  i n  t h e

C



B r a n c h  r o o m s  t h e r e ,  a n d  w a s  a  v e r y  h a r m o n i o u s  a n d  f r a t e r n a l  g a t h e r *  

i n g ,  a n d  d i d  m u c h  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  f r i e n d l y  f e e l i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

S e c t i o n ,  a s  e v e r y  s n c h  g a t h e r i n g  m n s t .

T h e r e  w a s  n o t  m n c h  m o r e  t h a n  f o r m a l  b u s i n e s s  d o n e ,  a n d  c o n s e 

q u e n t l y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o n l y  s a t  o n e  d a y .

F r o m  C h r i s t c h u r c h  I  w e n t  S o u t h  t o  D u n e d i n ,  a n d  h a v e  t h u s  v i s i t e d  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  a n d  m a d e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  a c q u a i n t 

a n c e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s .  T h e  A u c k l a n d  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  

M r .  a n d  M r s .  D r a f f i n , a c c o m p a n i e d  m e ;  M r s .  D r a f f i n  l e c t u r i n g  i n  e a c h  o f  

t h e  t o w n s  v i s i t e d — W e l l i n g t o n ,  C h r i s t c h u r c h  a n d  D u n e d i n — t h n s  m a k i n g  

t h e  v i s i t s  s t i l l  m o r e  v a l u a b l e .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  s o u r c e  o f  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t o  

m e  t o  h a v e  c o m e  i n t o  m o r e  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  S o u t h e r n  m e m b e r s ,  

a n d  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  i s  n o w  m o r e  f o l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  m e  t h a n  

i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e c o m e  o t h e r w i s e ; a n d  i t  w i l l  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  o n r  

m u t u a l  a c q u a i n t a n c e  b e c o m e  m u c h  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e .

D u r i n g  M a y ,  J a n e  n n d  J u l y ,  M i s s  E d g e r  w a s  i n  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  a u d  

l e c t u r e d  a n d  h e l d  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  f o u r  c h i e f  c e n t r e s .  T h e  S e c t i o n  a s  a  

w h o l e  b e n e f i t e d  g r e a t l y  b y  h e r  v i s i t ;  a n d  e a c h  p a r t i c u l a r  B r a n c h  g a v e  

h e r  a  w a r m  w e l c o m e ,  a n d  c o r d i a l  s u p p o r t  i n  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  

t h e  h o p e  o f  a  s p e e d y  r e t u r n .

A l l  t h e  B r a n c h e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u s h  o n  t b e i r  a c c u s t o m e d  w o r k ,  

a n d  c l a s s e s  f o r  s t u d y  a n d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  a r e  c a r r i e d  o n  w i t h  v i g o u r  a n d  

a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  a  b r e a k .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  

i n  b o t h  D u n e d i n  a n d  A u c k l a n d .  I n  t h e  f o r m e r ,  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  a r e  

n o w  h e l d  w e e k l y ,  t h u s  b r i n g i n g  t h e  B r a n c h  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  o i h e r  

t h r e e  l a r g e  c e n t r e s ,  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  l e c t u r e s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  g i v e n  i n  

P o r t  C h a l m e r s  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  D u n e d i n  B r a n c h .  T h e s e ,  w i t h  

t h e  w e e k l y  c l a s s  h e l d  b y  a  g r o u p  t h e r e ,  a r e  a r o u s i n g  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  

p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

I n  A u c k l a n d ,  M r 3. D r a f f i n ,  a n  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  w o r k e r ,  i s  l e c t u r i n g  

w e e k l y  o n  S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n s  in  t h e  s u b u r b a n  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  b e i n g  

v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  A  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  i n  e a c h  s u b u r b  i s  c o n f i d e n t l y  e x 

p e c t e d .

T w e n t y - e i g h t  n e w  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  r o l l ; b u t  t h e  

u s u a l  d e d u c t i o n s  h a v e  t o  b e  m a d e .  W e  h a v e  l o s t  2 b y  d e a t h ,  4  b y  d e 

p a r t u r e  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  3  h a v e  r e s i g n e d ,  a n d  1 h a s  l a p s e d  t h r o n g h  

n o n - p a y m e n t  o f  d u e s  : 1 0  i n  a l l .  T o  t h e  1 7 1  m e m b e r s  l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e r e 

f o r e ,  1 8  a r e  a d d e d ,  a  t o t a l  o f  1 8 9 . T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  t h e r e f o r e  g r o w 

i n g ,  t h o n g h  s l o w l y .  T h e  f i n a n c e s  a r e  i n  a  f a i r l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n d i t i o n .

T w o  l e a f l e t s ,  o n  “  K a r m a , ”  a n d  “  R e i n c a r n a t i o n , ”  h a v e  b e e n  p r i n t 

e d  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w i l l  f o l l o w  s h o r t l y ; a n d  b y  t h e  N e w  

Y e a r  w e  h o p e  t o  h a v e  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  a  s m a l l  m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e  in  

o n r  h a n d s .  I t  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  1 6  p a g e s  a n d  c o v e r ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  s o l d  a t  

t h e  l o w  p r i c e  o f  a  p e n n y  p e r  c o p y .  W e  t h u s  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s c a t t e r  

c h e a p  t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  c a r r y  t r o t h  

f tp d  ) | g h t  i p t o  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  l a n d .  I n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  p r i n t i n g ,



e v e r y  t h i n g  s e e m s  t o  b e  f a v o u r a b l e ; t h e  p r e s s  o f  l a t e  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  

g e n e r o u s ,  a n d  i n  A u c k l a n d  t h e  w e e k l y  l e c t u r e s  r e c e i v e  a  r e p o r t  f i l l i n g  

t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  a  c o l u m n  i n  t b e  e v e n i n g  p a p e r ,  t h u s  r e a c h i n g  a  v e r y  

l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

W e  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  i n  A u c k l a n d  o f  a  s h o r t  v i s i t  f r o m  D r .  M a r *  

q u e s ,  t b e  A u s t r a l i a n  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  o n  h i s  w a y  f r o m  H o n o l u l u  t o  

S y d n e y .  I t  b e i n g  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  A d y a r  i n  t i m o  f o r  t h e  

A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  h e  w a s  a s k e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h i s  S e c t i o n  o n  t h a t  

o c c a s i o n  a n d  v e r y  k i n d l y  c o n s e n t e d  t o  d o  s o .  I  a m  s u r e  i t  c o n l d  n o t  

b e  i n  b e t t e r  o r  m o r e  c a p a b l e  h a n d s .

C .  W .  S an d ebs,
General Secretary.

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  N E T H E R L A N D S  S E C T I O N .

To the President-Founder, T. S .  . — A g a i n  t h e  t i m e  h a s  a r r i v e d  w h e n  

i t  i s  b o t h  a  d u t y  a n d  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  m e  t o  s e n d  y o u  a  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  D u t c h  S e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  i s  p a s t .

W e  h a v e  n o t  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n y  n e w  L o d g e s ,  b u t  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  o n e s  a r e  v e r y  m n c h  s t r o n g e r  in  n u m b e r  a n d  l e t  u s  h o p e  a l s o  i n  

k n o w l e d g e .

S e v e r a l  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  w h o  l i v e  i n  D u t c h  I n d i a ,  h a v e  p a i d  u s  a  

v i s i t  d u r i n g  t h o  y e a r  a n d  w e  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  o n o  

o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  i n  B a t a v i a  w h o  p r o p o s e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  i n  f o r m i n g  a  

L o d g e  t h e r e .  T h e  g r e a t  t r o u b l e  i s ,  t b a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  l i v e  s o  f a r  a w a y  

f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e m  t o  m e e t  t o g e t h e r .

D n r i n g  t h e  y e a r  t h e  “  T h e o s o p h i s c h e  U i t g e r e r s  M a a t s c h a p p y  ”  h a s  

p u b l i s h e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

O n e  v o l u m e  ( V I I . )  o f  Theoeophia, t w e l v e  n u m b e r s .

“  R e i n c a r n a t i o n / ’ b y  A n n i e  B e s a n t — n e w  t r a n s l a t i o n  b y  J o h a n  v a n  

M a n e n .  >
“  D e a t h  a n d  A f t e r , ”  b y  A n n i e  B e s a n t — n e w  t f o u i s l a t i o n  b y  J o b a n  

v a n  M a n e n ;  i ;

“ M a s t e r s  a s  F a c t s  a n d  I d e a l s , ”  b y  A n n i e  B e s a n t - — t r a n s l a t e d  b y  

J o h a n  v a n  M a n e n .

“  R o u g h  O u t l i n e  o f  T h e o s o p h y , ”  b y  A n n i e  B e s a n t — t h i r d  t h o u s a n d ,  

r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n .

“  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  O c c n l t i s m , ”  b y  G . R .  S .  M e a d — t r a n s l a t e d  b y  

J o h a n  v a n  M a n e n .

I n  P r e p a r a t i o n  : A  D u t c h  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  ”  

a n d  a n  e n l a r g i n g  o f  o u r  D u t c h  m o n t h l y  p a p e r ,  Tluosophia.
T h e  y e a r  t h a t  l i e s  b e h i n d  n s  h a s  b e e n  m a r k e d  b y  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  

w o r k  a n d  d e v o t i o n ,  b o t h  b y  m e m b e r s  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  b y  t h e  

L o d g e s  a s  a  w h o l e .



M u c h  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  t o w a r d s  s p r e a d i n g  t h e o s o p h i c a l  i d e a s  a n d  

t h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e .  T b e  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  T h e o s o p h y  i s  

p r o v e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s a l e  o f  D u t c h  a n d  E n g l i s h  b o o k s  a n d  p e r i o d i c a l s .  

P u b l i c  l e c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  i n  v a r i o u s  t o w n s  a n d  w e r e ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  

w e l l  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s .

C o u n t e s s  W & e h t m e i s t e r ,  w h o  s t a y e d  a  f e w  d a y s  o n  h e r  w a y  b a c k  

f r o m  G e r m a n y ,  k i n d l y  g a v e  t w o  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s ,  o n e  i n  t h e  H a g u e  a n d  

o n e  i n  A m s t e r d a m ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d .  C o u n t e s s  

W a c h t m e i s t e r  l e c t u r e d  i n  E n g l i s h ,  a  r e s u m e  b e i n g  g i v e n  i n  D u t c h ,  f o r  

t h e  s a k e  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  w h o  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n 

g u a g e .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  w a s  1 7 8 ,  n o w  i t  i s  

2 2 3 . '  T h i s  y e a r  5 9  n e w  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a d m i t t e d .  W e  h a v e  l o s t

2 t h r o u g h  d e a t h ,  2 h a v e  g o n e  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  2 h a v e  r e s i g n e d .  

T h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  s c a r c e l y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  w o r k  d o n e ,  f o r  w e  

b e l i e v e  i t  t o  b e  o f  v a s t l y  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  s p r e a d  t h e o s o p h i c a l  

i d e a s ,  t h a n  t o  h a v e  m a n y  n a m e s  i n  o u r  b o o k s ,  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a s  y e t  k n o w  

n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  W e  t h e r e f o r e  u r g e  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  s t u d y ,  b e f o r e  

d e f i n i t e l y  j o i n i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y  a s  m e m b e r s ,  f o r  n o t  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  b u t  

e a r n e s t  w o r k e r s  m a k e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

I t  i s  w i t h  r e g r e t  t h a t  I  h a v e  t o  i n f o r m  y o n  t h a t  o n e  o f  t b e  m e m b e r s  

w h o  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h a n g e  w h i c h  m e n  c a l l  d e a t h ,  

w a s  o u r  t r u e  f r i e n d  a n d  l o y a l  f e l l o w - w o r k e r ,  M a d a m e  O ’b r e e a ,  a  c o n 

s t a n t  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  Theosophia d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  u e v e n  y e a r s ,  u n d e r  t h e  

n a m e  “  A f r a , ”  a n d  w h o  a l s o  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  s h o r t  a r t i c l e s  t o  t h e  \CheosopJUei.
S h e  w i l l  a l w a y s  l i v e  i n  o u r  m e t n o r y  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r s  o f  t h e  

t h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t  i n  H o l l a n d .

T h e  T h i r d  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  w a s  h e l d  h e r e  o n  S u n d a y ,  t h e  1 6 t h  o f  

J u l y  1 8 9 9 .  E r e  t h i s  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f u l l  r e p o r t  t h e r e o f .

- T h e  e v e n i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a  c o n v e r s a z i o n e  w a s  h e l d  a t  

H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A m s t e l d i j k  7 6 ,  w h e r e  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s  w e r e  

p r e s e n t .

. . T h e  d a y  b e i n g  e x c e e d i n g l y  w a r m  t h e  g a r d e n  w a s  l i g h t e d  n p  d n r i n g  

t h e  e v e n i n g  a n d  a  v e r y  s o c i a l  a n d  p l e a s a n t  t i m e  w a s  s p e n t .

T h e  m o r u i n g  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  w a s  d e v o t e d  t o  b u s i n e s s .  

T h e  e v e n i n g  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d  i n  a  l a r g e  h a l l  a n d  w a s  o p e n  t o  a l l  

f r i e n d s  a n d  a s s o c i a t e s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  t o  b e  

h a d  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y .

W e  h a d  t h a t  e v e n i n g  t h e '  p l e a s u r e  o f  h a v i n g  w i t h  u s  M r s .  K .  

B u f f i n g t o n  D a v i s ,  o f  M i n n e a p o l i s  U .  S .  A  , w h o  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n  

t h e  “  U n i t y  o f  L i f e . ”  M r .  J .  J .  H a l l o  s p o k e  o n  “  T h e o s o p h y  i n  D a i l y  

L i f e , ”  M r .  F r i c k e  o n  “  Q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  S o c i o l o g y  ”  a n d  M .  L a a w e r i k s  o n  

“  O c c u l t i s m . ”  M a d a m e  M e u l c t u a u  o p e n e d  a n d  c l o s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  

a  f e w  a p p r o p r i a t e  w o r d s .



D u r i n g  t l i e  y e a r  m a n y  f o r e i g n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  

b a v e  s t o p p e d  w i t h  n s  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r *  a n d  w e  h o p e  n e x t  y e a r  t o  h a v e  

t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  w e l c o m i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  i n  o u r  m i d s t .  H e  i s  

a l r e a d y  a n  o l d  f r i e n d  a n d  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  w e  a r e  

l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  h a v i n g  h i m  a m o n g s t  n s  o n c e  m o r e .

N o w  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b o t h  h e r e  a n d  a t  R o t t e r d a m  s t a r t e d  a  L o t u s  

C i r c l e  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  c o m i n g  g e n e r a t i o n ,  w e  h o p e ,  w i l l  g r o w  u p  w i t h  

c l e a r e r  i d e a s  a s  t o  t h e  U n i t y  o f  L i f e ,  R e i n c a r n a t i o n  a n d  K a r m a ,  t h a n  

f e l l  t o  o n r  s h a r e  a s  c h i l d r e n .

W e  b e g  t o  t e n d e r  o n r  k i n d e s t  w i s h e s  a u d  w a r m e s t  f e e l i n g s  t o  o u r  

I n d i a u  b r e t h r e n  n o w  a s s e m b l e d  i n  C o n v e n t i o n ,  a n d  t h o u g h  o u r  p h y s i c a l  

f o r m a  m a y  b e  f a r  d i s t a n t ,  t h o u g h  o u r  c u s t o m s  a n d  l a n g u a g e  m a y  d i f f e r ,  

y e t  w e  a r e  a l l  p i l g r i m s  j o u r n e y i n g  a l o n g  t h e  s a m e  r o a d  t o w a r d s  t h e  

s a m e  g l o r i o u s  e n d ,  a n d  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  m u t u a l  g o o d  w i l l  a n d  s y m p a t h y  

b r i n g s  s o m e t i m e s  a  f e e l t u g  o f  s t r e n g t h  a n d  n n i t y  t h a t  i s  o f t e n  e n c o u r a g 

i n g ,  h e l p i n g  a s  i t  d o e s  t o  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  s e e m i n g  g n l f  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  

t h a t  l i e s  b e t w e e n  n s  o n  t h i s  p l a n e ,  h o w e v e r  r e a l  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h o n g h t  

e u d  p u r p o s e  o n  a  h i g h e r  p l a n e  m a y  b e .  T h e r e f o r e  w e  s e n d  t o  y o n ,  

o n r  I n d i a n  b r o t h e r s ,  t b i s  a s s u r a n c e  o f  o n r  g o o d  w i l l  w i t h  I h e  e a r n e s t  

w i s h  f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  C o n v e n t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  

m a y  l o n g  b e  s p a r e d  t o  b o l d  t h e  o f f ic e  o f  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o 

p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  w h i c h  h e  h a s  s o  a b l y  t r a n s a c t e d  i n  

t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  p r e s i d e  a t  t h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  C o n v e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  

S o o i e t y .
W .  B .  F r i c k e ,

General Secretary, Netherlands Section.

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  S C A N D I N A V I A N  S E C T I O N  T .  S .

• N o  d e f i n i t e  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  S e c t i o n  

h a s  y e t  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b u t  f r o m  p u b l i s h e d  n o t i o e s ,  

m a i n l y  i n  t h e  Theosophical Review, w e  g l e a n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i t e m s  :

T h e  t h r e e  l o d g e s  i n  S t o c k h o l m  h o l d  j o i n t  m e e t i n g s  a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  

B u r e a u  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n ,  w h e r e  l e c t u r e s  a r e  g i v e n  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s  h e l d .  

T h e  L u n d ,  N o r r l a n d  ( S u n d s v a l l ) ,  G o t h e n b u r g ,  a n d  C o p e n h a g e n  L o d g e s  

a r e  d o i n g  v e r y  g o o d  w o r k .  T h e  N o r r l a n d  L o d g e  r o o m  i s  k e p t  o p e n  a l l  

d a y ,  a n d  t h e  G o t h e n b u r g  L o d g e  h a s  m o v e d  i n t o  m o r e  s p a c i o u s  q u a r t e r s .  

V a r i o u s  l e c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  b y  M r s .  S j o s t e d ,  M r .  

S a r s e n ,  M r .  Z n n d e r  a n d  o t h e r s .  T h e  F o u r t h  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

S e c t i o n  w a s  h e l d  a t  G o t h e n b u r g  i n  M a y  l a s t ,  a n d  w a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

g a t h e r i n g .  T h o n g h  t h e r e  a r e  n o  B r a n c h e s  i n  F i n l a n d ,  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  

s i x t y  u n a t t a c h e d  m e m b e r s  a n d  a  T .  S .  L e n d i n g  L i b r a r y  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  

i n  H e l s i n g f o r s ,  w h i c h  i s  o p e n  o n  T u e s d a y ,  T h u r s d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  

e v e n i n g s .  T h e  C o p e n h a g e n  B r a n c h  h a s  d i v i d e d .  T h e  E i r e n e  i s  t h e  n e w  

B r a n c h .  T h e  Balder m a g a z i n e  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  a n d  u s e f u l -  

n e s s .  O n  t h e  w h o l e  t h e  S e o t i o n  h a s  m a d e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p r o g r e s s  d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r .



T H E  F R E N C H  S E C T I O N .

R eport o f t h e  G eneral  S e c r e t a r y .

To the Fresident-Founder, T. S. :— D ear and R fspected S i b , - - T h i s  

r e p o r t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  bufc l i t t l e  b y  w a y  o f  d e t a i l s ; t b e  F r e n c h  S e c t i o n  

h a v i n g  bufc j u s t  m a d e  i t s  f i r s t  s t e p  a n d  a l l  i t s  a c t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  r e s n l t s  

b e i n g  a  m a t t e r  f o r  r e v i e w  in  t b e  f i r s t  A n n n a l  R e p o r t  t o  b e  m a d e  n e x t  

y e a r .

I  s e n d  t h e s e  f e w  l i n e s  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  f o r w a r d i n g  t o  y o n  t h e  

t h a n k s  o f  y o n r  F r e n c h  c o l l e a g u e s  f o r  t h e  S e c t i o n a l  C h a r t e r  w h i c h  y o n  

h a v e  b e e n  s o  k i n d  a s  t o  g r a n t  t h e m ,  a n d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  

a l l  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  t h e  c a n s e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  ; t o  b e g  

y o u  t o  s i g u i f y  t o  o u r  d e a r  I n d i a n  b r e t h r e n  t h e  t e n d e r  a f f e c t i o n  w h i c b  w e  

h a v e  f o r  t h e m  a n d  t e l l  t h e m  h o w  r e j o i c e d  w e  s h a l l  b e  i f  s o m e  o f  t h e m  

s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o m e  a n d  p e r s o n a l l y  a t t e n d  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  C o n g r e s s ,  

t o  b e  h e l d  i n  t b e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 0 0 ,  a t  t h e  P a l a i s  d e s  

C o n g r e s ,  o f  t h o  P a r i s  E x p o s i t i o n  ; a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t o  d e c l a r e  t o  h e r  w h o m  

t h e  g o d s  h a v e  g i v e n  n s  a f t e r  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  H .  P .  B . — o n r  e l d e r  s i s t e r ,  

M r s .  A n n i e  B e s a n t — t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  l o v e  w h i c h  f o r  b e r  

b u r n  i n  o u r  h e a r t s .

T h e  F r e n c h  T h e o s o p h i s t s  h a v e  a s k e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  f o r m  t h e m 

s e l v e s  i n t o  a  S e c t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o p i t i o u s  m o m e n t  h a s  

a r r i v e d  f o r  t h e m  t o  l i v e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .  A l l  g r o w t h  c o m e s  

f r o m  w i t h i n  ; t h e  l i f e  c o m i n g  f r o m  w i t h o n t  s e r v e s  o n l y  t o  a w a k e n  t b e  

g e r m  i n t o  a c t i v i t y  a n d  c a r r y  i t  o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e s  o f  

t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  processus. T h e  E u r o p e a n  S e c t i o n  h a s  p l a y e d  f o r  n s  

t b e  p a r t  o f  m o t h e r  a n d  n u r s e ,  a n d  I  h o p e  t h a t  n o t  o n e  o f  n s  w i l l  e v e r  

f o r g e t  i t ,  b u t  t h e  h o u r  c a m e  t o  w a l k  a n d  g r o w  b y  o n r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  

e f f o r t s .

T h e  f u t u r e  o p e n s  b e f o r e  n s  n n d e r  f a v o r a b l e  a u s p i c e s ; t w o  u e w  a n d  

i m p o r t a n t  B r a n c h e s  h a v e  j a s t  b e e n  f o r m e d  i n  P a r i s ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  

r e a s o n  t o  h o p e  t b a t  a  t h i r d  w i l l  s o o n  b e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  A l s a c e .  I n  

P a r i s  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t  i s  p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  c u l t u r e d  p o r t i o n  o f  

S o c i e t y ,  a n d  w e  h o p e  f o r  a  g r e a t  e x p a n s i o n  s h o n l d  n o  u n f o r e s e e n  e v e n t s  

a r i s e  t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  h t f m p e r  o u r  e f f o r t s .

W e  a s k  o f  o u r  I n d i a n  b r o t h e r s  t h o u g h t s  o f  l o v e ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e s e  r a y s  

o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  S u n  w h i c h  w e  n e e d  t o  f r u c t i f y  o u r  e n d e a v o u r s ;  a n d  w e  

p r a y  t h e  g o d s  t o  b l e s s  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  i t s  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  

i t s  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  f o r  i t .
D r . T h . P ascal, 

General Secretary, French Section, T. 8*

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R  

O F  B U D D H I S T  S C H O O L S  I N  C E Y L O N .

To the President-Founder, T. S. :— T b e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

m o v e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  o n  t b e  w h o l e  a  s t e a d y  a n d  e n c o u r a g 



in g  one, e s p e c i a l l y  in t h e  W e s t e r n  c i r c u i t .  Tbe C o l o m b o  S o c i e t y  has 

t a k e n  a  k e e n e r  a n d  l i v e l i e r  i n t e r e s t  t h a n  i n  p a s t  y e a r s ,  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  

o f  t h e  w o r k .  T h e r e  a r e  n o w  1 3 4  s c h o o l s  i n  o a r  c h a r g e ,  w i t h  A n a t t e n d 

a n c e  o f  1 5 , 4 9 0 — 1 0 ,5 9 8  b o y s  a n d  4 ,8 9 2  g i r l s .

I n  1 8 9 2  t h e r e  w e r e  o u l y  9  r e g i s t e r e d  s c h o o l s  u n d e r  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  

S o c i e t y .  T b e  p r e s e n t  n a m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  s c h o o l s  a n d e r  m y  m a n a g e 

m e n t  i s  9 2 .

T h e  t o t a l  o f  g r a n t s  e a r n e d  b y  o n r  s c h o o l s  i n  1 8 9 5  w a s  R s .  8 ,9 0 6 ,  

a n d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  y e a r  R s .  2 0 ,7 2 1 * 7 0 .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  w e r e  o f  a  t e m p o r a r y  k i n d ,  c o s t i n g  l i t t l e ;  b n t  w i t h  t h e  

i n c r e a s e d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  m o v e m e n t  w e  h a v e  l i b e r a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  

w e a l t h y  B u d d h i s t s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  

b n i l d i n g s  w i t h  s t o n e  w a l l s  a n d  t i l e d  r o o f s  h a v e  r e p l a c e d  t h e  f o r m e r  b u i l d 

i n g s  o f  m u d  a n d  w a t t l e  w a l l s  a n d  c a d j a n  r o o f s ,  i n  m a n y  p l a c e s .

E v e r y  y e a r  w e  h a v e  b e e n  p a s s i n g  a  l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  t e a c h e r s  a t  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  l i c e n s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  

o n r  E n g l i s h  a n d  V e r n a c u l a r  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o w  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  t r a i n e d ,  

a n d  o n  t h e  w h o l e  b e t t e r  p a i d  t h a n  h e r e t o f o r e .

N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s ,  w i t h  l a r g e  p o p u 

l a t i o n s  o f  s c h o o l - g o i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f  B u d d h i s t  p a r e n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  

w i t h  a t  l e a s t  o n e  s c h o o l .  I n  s o m e  c a s e s  w e  h a v e  a s  m a n y  a s  f o u r  s c h o o l s  

f o r  e a c h  t o w n — t w o  E n g l i s h  s c h o o l s  a n d  t w o  V e r n a c u l a r  s c h o o l s — f o r  

b o y s  a n d  g i r l s .

T b e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  e n t e r t a i n e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  P r o t e s t a n t  

M i s s i o n a r y  E d u c a t i o n a l  S o c i e t i e s ,  t o  o u r  m o v e m e n t ,  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  a t  

t h e  t i m e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  I n s p e c t o r s  o f  

s c h o o l s  a n d  b y  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  b n t  I  a m  g l a d  t o  r e 

p o r t  t h a t  s n c h  h o s t i l i t y  h a s  b e e n  w i t h d r a w n .  T h e y  n o w  r e c o g n i s e  o u r  

s u c c e s s  a n d  o u r  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  r e g a r d  o u r  w o r k e r s  a s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  i n s t e a d  

o f  a s  e n e m i e s ,  i n  t h e  c o m m o n  t a s k  o f  u p l i f t i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  b y  e x t e n d i n g  

t o  t h e m  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .

A  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  f u r n i s h e d  in  t h e  B l u e  B o o k  f o r  1 8 9 3  w i t h  

t h a t  o f  1 8 9 8 ,  b y  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  

h a s  b e e n  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  B u d d h i s t  c h i l d r e u  

a n d  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  P r o t e s t a n t  c h i l d r e u  a t t e n d i n g  g r a n t - i n -  

a i d  s c h o o l s .  W i t h i n  5  y e a r s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  B u d d h i s t  c h i l d r e n  i n  g r a n t -  

i n - a i d  s c h o o l s  h a s  r i s e n  f r o m  2 7 ,3 8 6  t o  4 0 , 4 2 3  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 3 ,0 3 7 ,  b u t  

w i t h i n  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  E n g l a n d  M i s s i o n  h a s  l o s t  88 
c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  2 3 1 ,  t h e  W e s l e y a n s  2 7 6  a n d  t h e  B a p t i s t s  a n d  

o t h e r s  2 1 0 .  I t  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  

t h e  B u d d h i s t s  o f  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  s o u t h  o f  C e y l o n  h a s  b e e n  f o l l o w e d  b y  

o n r  f r i e n d s ,  t h e  H i n d u s  o f  t h e  n o r t h ,  w h o s e  n u m b e r s  i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  

h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d  f r o m  2 1 , 7 2 4  t o  2 7 ,4 4 5  (vide P u b l i c  

I n s t r u c t i o n  R e p o r t  f o r  1 8 9 3 ,  p a g e  D  4 5 ,  a n d  f o r  1 8 9 8 ,  p a g e  D  4 2 ) .  T h e  

B B U lb e r  o f  JBucJdhjst schools registered f o p  G o v e r u m e n t  gran t has in *



c r e a s e d  w i t h i n  f iv e  y e a r s  f r o m  3 3  t o  9 9 ,  a n d  t b e  a m o u n t  o f  g r a n t ,  f r o m  

B s .  1 1 ,0 5 4  t o  B s .  2 7 , 4 3 0 .

I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  g o o d  c a u s e  f o r  h o p e f u l n e s s ,  f o r  

w e  h a v e  n o w  b e t t e r  t e a o h e r s ,  f i n e r  b n i l d i n g s ,  l a r g e r  g r a n t s  a n d  a o  i n 

c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  s o h o o l s  a n d  s c h o l a r s  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  M r .  B a n b e r y  t o  t h e  H i n d u  C o l l e g e  a t  B e n a r e s  

h a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  a m a l g a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  e i r o o i t  

w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  W e s t  a n d  S o u t h ,  u n d e r  m y  i m m e d i a t e  m a n a g e m e n t  a s  

h e r e t o f o r e .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  i n c r e a s e d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  h a s  

b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  C o l o m b o  B r a n c h  w h i c h  h o p e s  t o  r a i s e  s t i l l  

l a r g e r  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  d u e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  f o r  t h e  p a y m e n t  

o f  t h e  l a r g e  s t a f f  o f  t e a c h e r s .

T h e  A n a n d a  C o l l e g e ,  C o l o m b o ,  f o r  t h e  e f f i c ie n c y  o f  w h i c h  I  a m  d i 

r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  c o n t i n u e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  a n n u a l  p r i s e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  w a s  h e l d  a  f e w  m o n t h s  a g o  a n d  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  r e a d .  

C o lo n e l  H .  S .  O l c o t t  i n  t h e  c h a i r .

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n n u a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  e a r l y  i n  N o 

v e m b e r  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s n l t s .  E i g h t  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  t h e  C a m b r i d g e  

l o c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  a n d  w i l l  t a k e  t h e i r  p a p e r s  i n  

D e c e m b e r .  W i t h o u t  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  o f  a  g o o d  b o a r d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  

f o r  w h i c h  f u n d s  a r e  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o m p e t e — o n  

e q u a l  t e r m s — w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  w e l l  p r o v i d e d  C o l l e g e s  i n  C o l o m b o .

1 b a v e  b e e n  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  m a n a g e m e n t  d u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r  b y  M r .  D .  S .  S .  W i c k r a m a r a t n e ,  A s s i s t a n t  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  

S c h o o l s ,  M r .  P .  L .  D h a r m a s i r i ,  I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s ,  W e s t e r n  C i r c u i t ,  

a n d  M r .  M . B a t u v a n t u d a v e ,  I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s ,  C e n t r a l  C i r c u i t ,  

M r .  A .  W .  G o o u e s e k e r a ,  I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s ,  S o u t h e r n  C i r c u i t ,  M r .  

P r a g n a r a t n e ,  o u r  p i o n e e r  l a y  p r e a c h e r ,  a n d  b y  t h e  l o o a l  m a n a g e r s  o f  t h e  

s e v e r a l  s c h o o l s .

I h e r e w i t h  s u b j o i n  a  d e t a i l e d  l i s t  o f  s c h o o l s .

Schools opened in 1899.
1 R u k m a l e ,  V e r n a c u l a r ,  M i x e d
2  H e e n a t i g a l a  d o
3  M o r a k e t i y a r e  d o
4  K a l a m u l l a  d o
5  M i r i p e n n a  ( t r a n s f e r r e d )  d o
6 K u s s a l a  d o
7  K a  l a w  a n  a  d o
8 N a t h a n d i y a ,  E n g l i s h ,  B o y s
9  R a d d o l u w a ,  V e r . ,  M i x e d

1 0  M a d e l g a m u w a  d o
1 1 N & r a w i l a  d o
1 2  R a j a g i r i y a  (W e i i k a d a ) ,  B o y s
1 3  D i y a g a m a ,  V e r . ,  M i x e d
1 4  M u l l e g a m a  d o
1 5  N n g a m u l l a  G i r l s
1 6  A m b a n w i t a ,  V e r . ,  M i x e d
1 7  K a l u t a r a ,  N o r t h ,  V e r . ,  G i r l s

Schools Registered in 1899.
1  S a n g a m i t t a ,  V e r . ,  G i r l s
2  K a l u t a r a ,  N o r t h ,  V e r ,  M i x e d
3  Y a g o d a m u l l a ,  V e r . ,  G i r l s
4  M a b i r a a ,  V e r . ,  B o y s
5  P e t i y a g o d a ,  V e r . ,  M ix e d
6 M e d a g a m a ,  V e r . ,  B o y s
7  B a n d a r a g a m a ,  V e r , M i x e d
8 G o d a g a m a  V e r .  G i r l s
9  P o n n a u k a n n i y a  V e r .  B o y s

1 0  B a r a w a v i l a ,  V e r . ,  G i r l s
11  P e e p o l a  V e r .  M i x e d
12  N i t t a m b u w a  d o
13  P e e l l a w a t t a ,  V e r . ,  G i r l s
14  P a l u w e l l a ,  V e r .  B o y s  ( t r a n s -

f e r r e d  y
15  W a t i n a p a h a ,  V e r .  M i x e d
16  M a d u w a ,  V e r .  G i r l s



1 8  P o l w a t t a  ( A m b a l a n g o d a )  V e r . ,
G i r l s

1 9  N e d i m a l e ,  E n g l i s h  B o y s
2 0  W e e d i y a  W a t t a ,  V e r . ,  M i x e d
2 1  M e e w i t i g a r a m a n a .  V e r . ,  G i r l s
2 2  P a l n w e l l a ,  V e r n a c u l a r ,  B o y s

( t r a n s f e r r e d ) .

1 7  A m a n d o l u w a ,  V e r . ,  M i x e d
1 8  M u k a l a n g a m u w a ,  d o
1 9  N a t h a n d i y a ,  E n g l i s h  B o y s
20 R a n d o m b e

A .  E .  B uoltjens, 
General Manager of Schools•

B U D D H I S T  P R E S S  R E P O R T .

To the President-Founder t T. 8.
I  b e g  t o  s u b m i t  m y  r e p o r t  o f  t b e  B u d d h i s t  P r e s s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  

e n d i n g  3 0 t h  N o v e m b e r  1 8 9 9 .

S i n o e  m y  l a s t  r e p o r t  m a n y  c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  i n  t h e  t h r e e  

D e p a r t m e n t s  u n d e r  m y  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  a n d  i t  g i v e s  m e  m a e h  p l e a s u r e  t o  

r e c o r d  h e r e  a  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  b r a n c h e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  S i n h a l e s e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

The Sinhalese Department.— T h e  p r i n c i p a l  w o r k  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h i s  

b r a n c h  i s  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  Sandaresa n e w s p a p e r .  L a s t  y e a r  I  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  w a s  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  2,000 a n d  

t h i s  y e a r  i t  i s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  h a s  d o u b l e d  a n d  I  t h i n k  

I  s h a l l  b e  a b l e  t o  p r i n t  5 , 0 0 0  s h o r t l y .  T h e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Sandaresa i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  a l l  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  p r i n t e d  i n  C e y l o n — t h e  

h i g h e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h e a p e s t  l e a d i n g  E n g l i s h  p a p e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  B l u e  B o o k ,  b e i n g  o n l y  2 , 2 0 0 .  I  h a v e  m a d e  a  c a l c u l a t i o n  

t o  s e e  h o w  m a n y  p e r s o n s  r e a d  t h e  Sandaresa e a c h  t i m e  i t  i s  i s s u e d  ; a n d  

h a v e  f o u n d  t b a t  t h e  p a p e r  i s  r e a d  b y  2 4 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  e a c h  t i m e — i t  

b e i n g  p r i n t e d  s e m i * w e e k l y ,  e v e r y  T n e s d a y  a n d  F r i d a y .  M o r e  t h a n  

h a l f  o f  t b e  s p a c e  o f  t h e  p a p e r  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  I  h a v e  

t h e r e f o r e  a s k e d  o u r  l o c a l  S o c i e t y  t o  p e r m i t  m e  t o  e n l a r g e  i t s  s i z e  a n d  

t h u s  m o e t  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  o u r  v a r i o u s  a d v e r t i s e r s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .

T b e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  b u s i n e s s  c o m p e l l e d  m e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  a n d  I  m e a n  t o  m o v e  o u r  p r i n t i n g  o f f ic e  a n d  t b e  

m a c h i n e r y  i n t o  o t h e r  q u a r t e r s  b e f o r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  n e x t  y e a r .  A  

n e w  Q u a d r o y a l  W h a r f d a l e  m a c h i n e  t o  p r i n t  t h e  Sandaresa a n d  f o r  b o o k 

w o r k  h a s  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  a n d  f i t t e d  u p .  T h e  g a s  e n g i n e  t o  w o r k  t h e  

s e v e r a l  m a c h i n e s  i s  a l s o  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  b y  t h e  C o l o m b o  G a s  C o m p a n y .

S e v e r a l  n e w  m a c h i n e s  f o r  c u t t i n g ,  s t i t c h i n g  a n d  p e r f o r a t i n g  h a v e  

a l s o  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  j o b b i n g  b r a n c h .  A s  s o o n  a s  s u f f i c i e n t  a c c o m m o 

d a t i o n  i s  o b t a i n e d ,  I  p r o p o s e  t o  o p e n  a  b i n d i n g  b r a n c h  t o o .

T h e  “  S i s n b o d h a y a  ”  P a r t s  I .  a n d  I I . ,  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t w o  m o r e  e d i 

t i o n s  t h i s  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  “  N a m  P o t a ”  ( B u d d h i s t  n a m e s  f o r  m a l e s  a n d  

f e m a l e s )  w a s  r e v i s e d  a n d  p r i n t e d  a  s e c o n d  t i m e .  “  K a r i n a - V i b h a g a / '  a  

u s e f u l  b o o k l e t  t r e a t i n g  o n  K a r m a ,  w a s  p r i n t e d  a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e o B t.  

D



T h e  S i n h a l e s e  e d i t i o n  o f  C o l .  O l c o t t ’s  “ B u d d h i s t  C a t e c h i s m ”  ( 3 3 d  E n g l i s h  

e d n , )  t r a n s l a t e d  b y  M r .  D .  B .  J a y a t i l a k a ,  b .a . ; “  B u d d h a  U p a s t h a n a , ”  p  

v a l u a b l e  r e l i g i o u s  b r o c h u r e  a d a p t e d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  o u r  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  

g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  e d i t e d  b y  M r .  D .  S .  S .  W i c k r a m a r a t n e ,  A s s i s t a u t  

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  B u d d h i s t  S c h o o l s ,  a n d  t h e  l i f e  o f  S r i  W i c k r a m a  

B a j a  S i n h a ,  t h e  l a s t  K i n g  o f  K a n d y ,  a r e  n o w  i n  t h e  p r e s s .

The English Department. —  O w i n g  t o  p r e s s u r e  o f  u r g e n t  w o r k  i n  

o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  n o  s a t i s f a c t o r y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w e r e  e f f e c t e d  d u r i n g 1 
t h e  y e a r  u n d e r  r e v i e w .  T h e  Buddhist, e d i t e d  b y  M r .  D .  B . J a y a t i l a k a ,  

i s  a t  p r e s e n t  p r i n t e d  a s  a  m o n t h l y .  T b e  w a n t  o f  c o n t r i b u t o r s  o f  

l e a r n e d  a r t i c l e s  t o  t h i s  u s e f u l  m a g a z i n e  i s  g r e a t l y  f e l t .  M r .  J a y a t i l a k a ,  

w i t h  t h e  v e r y  l i t t l e  l e i s u r e  a t  h i s  d i s p o s a l ,  h a « ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  t o  w r i t e  o u t  

a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o p y  f o r  t h e  p r i n t e r .  W i t h  a  f e w  r e g u l a r  c o n t r i b u 

t o r s  m u c h  g o o d  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p e r i o d i c a l .

A  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  j o b - w o r k  w a s  t n r n e d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  

. y e a r .  W i t h  f u r t h e r  a d d i t i o n s  w h i c h  1 p r o p o s e  m a k i n g  s h o r t l y ,  I  h o p e  

. t h a t  b e t t e r  r e s n l t s  m a y  b e  a c h i e v e d  n e x t  y e a r .

The Tamil Department.—The p r i n c i p l e  w o r k  e x e c u t e d  d u r i n g  t b e  

p a s t  y e a r  i s  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  T a m i l  e d i t i o n  o f  M r .  L e a d b e a t e r ’s  “  S i s u -  

b o d a y a , ”  P a r t  I . ,  t r a n s l a t e d  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b y  M r .  D .  S .  S .  W i c k r a m a -  

r a t n a .  1 a m  g e t t i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  a l s o  t r a n s l a t e d  a n d  h o p e  t o  p r i u t  

a n d  i s s u e  t b e  s a m e  a s  e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .

Geneial.— O w i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  o f  w o r k  t h e  c l e r i c a l  s t a f f  h a d  t o  b e  

a u g m e n t e d  a n d  a  s p e c i a l  C a s h i e r  b o t h  f o r  t h e  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  p r e s s  h a d  

a l s o  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  v o l u n t e e r s  t h e  c l e r i c a l  

s t a f f  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  s e v e n  g e n t l e m e n ,  t o  w h o m  r n y  t h a n k s  a r e  d u e  f o r  

t h e i r  r e a d y  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  .

H .  S .  P er  er a ,

Manager.

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  B U D D H I S T  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y

O F  G A L L E .

G a l l e ,

6th' December, 1 8 9 9 .
To the President-Founder, T. S.

I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  f o r w a r d  t h e  a n n u a l  R e p o r t  f o r  t h e  y e a r  e n d 

i n g  3 1  s t  D e c e m b e r  1 8 9 9 ,  o f  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  b y  t h e  G a l l e  B u d d h i s t  

. T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y .

I n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  a n d  i r r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  m o s t  o f  

. t h e  m e m b e r s  s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  h a d  t o  b e  p o s t p o n e d ,  y e t  b u s i n e s s  w a s  

p r o m p t l y  a t t e n d e d  t o  b y  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .

A t t e n t i o n  i s  p a i d  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  w o r k ,  a n d  i t  i s  s l o w l y  p r o g r e s s i n g .  

A  n e w  V e r n a c u l a r  S c h o o l  w a s  o p e n e d  a t  K a t u k u r u n d a ,  a b o u t  8 m i l e s  

I r o m  G a l l e .  I t s  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  2 6 0  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s .  T h e  S c h o o l  B u n g a l o w  

. i s  s o l i d  m a s o n r y  a n d  m a d e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  a b o u t  4 0 0  p u p i l s .  S e v e r a l



o t h e r  p l a c e s  w e r e  v i s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  v i e w  o f  o p e n i n g  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  t h e  

a p a t h y  o f  t b e  B u d d h i s t s  in  s o m e  v i l l a g e s  d e t e r r e d  u s  f r o m  a c t i v e  e n g a g e 

m e n t .  T h e  m a i n  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  

M a h i n d a  C o l l e g e ,  t h e  c h i e f  B u d d h i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  S o n t h  C e y l o n .  I n  

t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  J u n e  l a s t  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  o f  t b e  C o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g  c a m e  

d o w n ,  a n d  t h e  C o l l e g e  w o r k  h a d  t o  b e  s h i f t e d  t o  a n o t h e r  h o u s e .  J u s t  

a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  w a s  h e r e ,  

a n d  w a s  s u g g e s t i n g  m e a n s  t o  h a v e  a  b u i l d i n g  o f  o u r  o w n  f o r  t h e  

C o l l e g e .  A t  o n c e  b e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  w o r k .  W i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

l o c a l  B r a n c h  a n d  a  f e w  o t h e r s ,  l i e  v i s i t e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  w e l l - t o - d o  B u d 

d h i s t s  i n  G a l l e ,  d e l i v e r e d  a d d r e s s e s  a t  s e v e r a l  s t a t i o n s ,  a n d  a  p u b l i c  

a p p e a l  w a s  m a d e  f o r  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b u y i n g  a  l a r g e  p l o t  o f  

g r o u n d  a n d  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a  C o l l e g e  B u n g a l o w  t b a t  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a t e  

a b o u t  5 0 0  p u p i l s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h o u s e s  f o r  r e s i d e n t  m a s t e r s  a n d  d o r m i 

t o r i e s  f o r  b o a r d e r s .  M a n y  c h e e r f u l l y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t b e  a p p e a l  a n d  

c o n t r i b u t e d  l a r g e l y .  A  s u m  o f  R s .  5 , 3 5 4  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  i n  

t h e  G a l l e  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  C h a r t e r e d  M e r c a n t i l e  B a n k ,  w h i l s t  t h e r e  irf 

a n o t h e r  s u m  o f  R s .  3 ,5 0 0  y e t  t o  b e  c o l l e c t e d .  T h e r e  i s  e v e r y  p r o b a b i l i t y  

o f  c o l l e c t i n g  a s  m u c h  m o r e  w i t h  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n t e n d e d .  

A  c e n t r a l  p l o t  o f  g r o u n d  e i t h e r  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  s e a  o r  o c c u p y i n g  a  s i t u a 

t i o n  q u i t e  c o n f o r m a b l e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  D e p a r t 

m e n t  i s  s o u g h t  f o r .  A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  g r o u n d  i s  a c q u i r e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c 

t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w i l l  c o m m e n c e .

O u r  h e a r t y  t h a n k s  a r e  d u e  t o  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  a n d  h i g h l y  e s t e e m e d  

P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  f o r  h i s  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  l a b o u r ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  h e l p  h e  h a s  

l e n t  t h e m  t o  a m e l i o r a t e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  i g n o r a n t  m a s s  b y  e d u c a t i n g  

t h e  r i s i n g  g e n e r a t i o n .

T h e  g r a n t - i n - a i d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  w a s  h e l d  i n  J u l y  l a s t  

b y  t l i e  G o v e r n m e n t  I n s p e c t o r  o f  S c h o o l s .  T h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  v e r y  s a t i s 

f a c t o r y  a n d  t h e  g r a u t  e a r n e d  w a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  e v e r  e a r n e d  b y  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n .

A  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  b y  M e s s r s .  N .  B a l a s u b r a m a n i y a n  

a n d  H .  G o r d o n  D o u g l a s  ( l a t e  P r i n c i p a l s )  a r id  b y  M r .  D u t t ,  P r i n c i p a l  o f  

R a j a p a k s a  C o l l e g e ,  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  H a l l .  M r .  W i l t o n  H a c k ,  P r i n c i p a l  

o f  D h a r m a r a j a  C o l l e g e ,  K a n d y ,  d e l i v e r e d  a  l e c t u r e  o n  B u d d h i s m .  H e  

c a r a e  h e r e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  u s  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  b u t  a  c h r o n i c  f e v e r  f r o m  

w h i c h  h e  s u f f e r s  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  d i s a b l e d  h i m  f r o m  w o r k i n g .  A f t e r  

b e i n g  c o n f i n e d  t o  b e d  f o r  a b o u t  3  m o n t h s  h e  l e f t  u s  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  

A u s t r a l i a  a n d  t o  b e  i n  o u r  m i d s t  a g a i n  o n  r e c r u i t i n g  b i s  h e a l t h .

T h e  b r a n c h  s c h o o l s  a v e  p r o g r e s s i n g  e x c e p t  t h e o n e a t H a g o d a  w b i c h  

w e  h a d  t o  c l o s e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  g r o s s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t s  

i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  K a l e g a m a  B o y s '  S c h o o l ,  D a n g e d a r a  M i x e d  V e r n a c u l a r  

S c h o o l ,  M e e p a w a l a  B o y s ’ S c h o o l  a n d  G a n e g a m a  B o y s ’ S c h o o l  d i d  v e r y  w e l l  

a i  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n .  G i n t o t a  M i x e d  S c h o o l  a n d  U n a w a t u n a  

M i x e d  S c h o o l , — t h e  t w o  s c h o o l s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1 8 9 8 — • 

w e r e  e x a m i n e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  I n s p e c t o r  a n d  b y  h i s  A s s i s t a n t  a n d  

w e r e  a w a r d e d  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  g r a n t  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  p a s s e s .  N o r  t h e



D a n g e d a r a  J a y a w a r d a n e  S c h o o l  i s  n o t  y e t  r e g i s t e r e d .  T b e  d a i l y  a t t e n d *  

a n c e  i s  o v e r  1 5 0 .  W e  h o p e  i t  w i l l  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

n e x t  y e a r .

W e  h a v e  t o  t h a n k  M e s s r s .  H .  A m a r a s u r i y a ,  F .  d e  S i l v a  a n d  

D .  C .  P a t i r a t n e  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  t b e y  l e n d  n s  a s  l o c a l  m a n a g e r s .  A l s o  

w e  h a v e  t o  t b a n k  R e v .  K .  S u m a n g a l a ,  o f  T h n w a k k n g a l a w a t t e  T e m p l e ,  

f o r  e x t e n d i n g  h i s  s u p p o r t  a s  a  p r i e s t  i n  i m p r e s s i n g  i o  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  o p e n i n g  s c h o o l s .

T b e  b a l a n c e  s h e e t  o f  t h e  B u d d h i s t  N a t i o n a l  F u n d s  i s  h e r e t o  a n n e x e d .

M r .  E l a n a s i n h a ,  t h e  C o l l e c t o r  o f  t h e  C e n t  F a n d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  

G a l l e ,  i s  p r o g r e s s i n g  w i t h  h i s  w o r k .  H e  h a s  a l r e a d y  c o l l e c t e d  R s .  86,  

c e n t s  3 5 ,  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  m o n t h s .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  I  h a v e  t o  r e p o r t  w i t h  r e g r e t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  

M r .  G .  C .  A .  J a y a s e k a r a ,  a  v a l u e d  a n d  t a l e u t e d  m e m b e r  o f  o n r  S o c i e t y ,  

w h o  w o r k e d  w i t h  n s  f r o m  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  h i s  v e r y  

e n d .  I n  h i m  w e  h a v e  l o s t  a  c o u n s e l l o r  a n d  a  l e a d e r .

T .  D .  S .  A maiuscrya, O . A . J ayasekere,
President. Secretary.

S T A T E M E N T  O F  G A L L E  B U D D H I S T I C  N A T I O N A L  F U N D

F O R  1 8 9 9 .

To Collections by Col. Olcott ... 5,845 93

1

By principal due on bonds ...

\

3,606 50

„ do recovered 250 0
In terest ... 275 01

„ Value of lands purchased.... 975 0

• „  Allowance paid to Habers-
dnve School 70 0

„ do to Dangedara, N orth ... 75 0

„ Cash in Mercantile Bank ... 882 94

„  Balance in the hands of
Mr. Perera (Treasurer) ... 251 50

Total... 0,120 94 Total... 6,120 94

A udited by T .  D .  S .  A marasurya, 0 .  A .  J ayasekere,
10th Dec. 1 8 9 9 .  . Secretary.



To the President-Founder, T. S. *— L o o k i n g  b a c k  o v e r  t b e  p a s t  t w e l v e 

m o n t h  I  t b i n k  w e  h a v e  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d  

o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  w o r k  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  E u r o p e a n  S e c t i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d .

T w o  f a c t s  e s p e c i a l l y  c a l l  f o r  r e m a r k ,  t b e  f i r s t  b e i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  F r e n c h  S e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n a l  

O f f ic e s  a n d  L i b r a r y  f r o m  1 9 ,  A v e n u e  R o a d .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  

i t  w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s a y  t h a t  w h e n  M .  C o u r m e s  a n n o u n c e d  a t  o u r  C o n 

v e n t i o n  m e e t i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  o u r  F r e n c h  f e l l o w  m e m b e r s  

t o  a p p l y  f o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o r g a n i z e  a s  a  S e c t i o n ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  r e 

c e i v e d  b y  a l l  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  

s t e a d y  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e y  r e j o i c e d  t h a t  F r a n c e  w a s  

a l r e a d y  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  f e l l o w  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  S c a n d i n a v i a  a n d  H o l l a n d .

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  S e c t i o n a l  p r e m i s e s  ; i t  h a d  f o r  s o m e  

t i m e  b e e n  t h o u g h t  b y  m a n y ,  w h o  h a d  t h e  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  j u d g i n g ,  

t h a t  t b e  t i m e  h a d  a r r i v e d  w h e n  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  S e c 

t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t b e  r e m o v a l  o f  t b e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  s o m e  m o r e  c e n t r a l l y  

s i t u a t e d  p o s i t i o n  a n d  o n e  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  n o t  u n w o r t h y  o f  t h e  i m p o r 

t a n c e  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t .  T b e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o t‘ g i v i n g  u p  t b e  

p r e m i s e s  i u  A v e n u e  R o a d  o f f e r e d ,  a n d  t h e  O f f ic e s  a u d  L i b r a r y  w e r e  a t  

o n c e  r e m o v e d  t o  t e m p o r a r y  p r e m i s e s  a t  4 ,  L a n g h a m  P l a c e ,  p e n d i n g  

t h e  t i m e  w h e n  s o m e  s u i t a b l e  p l a c e  s h o u l d  b e  f o u n d  i n  w h i c h  t o  s e t t l e  

o u r s e l v e s .  S u c h  p r e m i s e s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  f o u n d ,  a d m i r a b l y  a d a p t e d  

i n  e v e r y  w a y  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  a u d  w e  e n t e r  i n t o  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

u p p e r  p a r t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  f l o o r s  o f  2 8 ,  A l b e r r a a r l e  S t . ,  o n  C h r i s t m a s .  

T h e r e  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  a  L i b r a r y ,  R e a d i n g  R o o m ,  O f f ic e s  a n d  L e c t u r e  

R o o m .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  l e a v e s  n o t h i n g  t o  b e  d e s i r e d ,  t h e  h o u s e  s t a n d s  

n e a r l y  o p p o s i t e  t h e  R o y a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  b u i l d i n g .

T h o u g h  1 9 ,  A v e n n e  R o a d  w a s  n a t u r a l l y  v e r y  d e a r  t o  m a n y  o f  t h e  

o l d e r  m e m b e r s  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  m e m o r i e s  o f  H .  P .  B .  a n d  h e r  c l o s i n g  

y e a r s  o f  w o r k  t h e r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t b a t  t h e  t i m e  b a d  

c o m e  t o  t a k e  a n e w  d e p a r t u r e *

I n  o r d e r  t o  m e e t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  o u t g o i n g s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  t h e  c h a n g e  

o f  q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  i s s u e d  a n  a p p e a l  f o r  p r o m i s e s  o f  

A n n u a l  D o n a t i o n s .  T h i s  a p p e a l  w a s  m o s t  l i b e r a l l y  r e s p o n d e d  t o ,  a n d  

a l r e a d y  o v e r  £ 6 0 0  h a s  b e e n  p r o m i s e d  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n ,  b y .  

w a y  o f  g u a r a n t e e d  A n n u a l  D o n a t i o n s — w h i c h  i s  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p r o o f  o f  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  t a k e n  b y  t h e  S e c t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e ,  i n  t h e  c h a n g e .  T h e  g e n e *  

r a l  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y .

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t ,  o n c e  t h e  w o r k  a t  t h e  n e w  p r e m i s e s  

i s  f u l l y  o r g a n i s e d  a n d  u n d e r  w e i g h ,  w e  s h a l l  f i n d  t h e  m o v e m e n t  v e r y  

m a t e r i a l l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t w o  

c h a n g e s  a m o n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n .  M .  C o u r m e s ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e

* [The Report of the European Section did not arrive in season to appear in its 
proper place.—Ed* Note*]



f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h o  F r e n c h  S e c t i o n ,  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e s i g n  h i s  p o s t ,  i n  t h e  

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a u d  i n  h i s  p l a c e  D r .  H u b b e  S c h l e i d e n ,  o n e  o f  o u r  

o l d e s t  m e m b e r s ,  w a s  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n ,  a n d  h e  k i n d l y  c o n s e n t e d  

t o  a c t .

M r .  H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s ,  o w i n g  t o  p r e s s u r e  o f  p r i v a t e  w o r k ,  w a s  

r e l u c t a n t l y  c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e s i g n  h i s  p o s t  a s  T r e a s u r e r .  C a p t a i n  L a n d e r  

h a s  a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e s e  d u t i e s .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  e n d i n g  N o v e m b e r  1 7 t h ,  2 0 1  n e w  m e m b e r s  w e r e  

e n r o l l e d .

C h a r t e r s  w e r e  i s s u e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d ,  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

8  n e w  B r a n c h e s :

L e  S e n t i e r  ( P a r i s ) ,  G r e n o b l e ,  L y o n s ,  M a r s e i l l e s ,  U n i o n  ( P a r i s ) ,  

J D i s c ip le  ( P a r i s ) ,  C b a r l o t t e n b u r g  a n d  A n t w e r p .

S i n c e  N o v e m b e r  1 7 t h ,  o n e  o t h e r  C h a r t e r  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d — t h a t  t o  

t h e  F l o r e n c e  B r a n c h .

O f  t h e  a b o v e  B r a n c h e s  s i r  n o w  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  S e c t i o n .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  o n e  L o d g e  h a s  r e s i g n e d  i t s  C h a r t e r ,  i . e . ,  t h e  L e e d s  

L o d g e .  T h i s  w a s  o w i n g  t o  a  f u l l i n g  o f f  i n  m e m b e r s h i p .  T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  

w a s  h e l d  in  L o n d o n  o n  8 t h  a u d  9 t h  J u l y .  E v e r y t h i n g  p a s s e d  o f f  m o s t  

h a r m o n i o u s l y  a n d  i t  w a s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d ,  m a n y  f o r e i g n  m e m b e r s  b e i n g  

p r e s e n t .

T h e  N o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d  F e d e r a t i o n  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  q u a r t e r l y  m e e t 

i n g s  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h a v e  p r e s i d e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g s  d a r i n g  t h e  p a s t  

y e a r  : M r s .  C o o p e r - O a k l e y ,  M r .  L e a d b e a t e r ,  M r s .  B e s a n t  a n d  t h e  C o u n 

t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r .  T h e  S o u t h - W e s t e r n  F e d e r a t i o n  m e t  a t  E x e t e r  i n  

J u l y ,  w h e n  M r s .  B e s a n t  p r e s i d e d .  T h e  S e c t i o n  w a s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  h a v i n g  

M r s .  B e s a n t ’s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  D u r i n g  t h e  

s u m m e r ,  w h i l e  s h e  w a s  in - L o n d o n ,  s h e  g a v e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s e t s  o f  L e e *  

t u r e s ,  o n e  s e r i e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  44 A s c e n t  o f  M a n  ”  o n e  s e r i e s  o n  

t h e  14 M a h a b h a r a t a , ”  a n d  o n e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  l e c t u r e  o n  D r e a m s ,  a n d  

t w o  o n  “  E a s t e r n  a n d  W e s t e r n  S c i e n c e . "

M r s .  B e s a n t  a l s o  v i s i t e d  P a r i s  a n d  g a v e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  l e c t u r e s  

w h i c h  w e r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d .

T o  C o u n te s H  W a c h t m e i s t e r ’s  v i s i t  t o  F r a n c e  i n  t b e  s p r i n g ,  o n  h e r  

w a y  t o  E n g l a n d  f r o m  I n d i a ,  m a y  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  m a n y  

o f  t h e  F r e n c h  L o d g e s  t o  w h i c h  C h a r t e r s  h a v e  t h i s  y e a r  b e e n  i s s u e d —  

n o t a b l y  t h o s e  o f  T o u l o n ,  M a r s e i l l e s ,  G r e n o b l e  a n d  L y o n s .  A t  a l l  t l i e e e  

p l a c e s  t h e  C o u n t e s s  w a s  m o s t  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  i n  h o l d i n g  m e e t i n g s ,  b o t h  

p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e ,  a n d  b y  h e r  e n e r g y  s h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  a r o u s e  m u c h  i n 

t e r e s t  i n  T h e o s o p h y .  D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h s  o f  N o v e m b e r  a n d  D e c e m b e r  

C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r  h a s  b e e n  m a k i n g  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  L o d g e s  i n  t i i e  

n o r t h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  a  t o u r  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  a  m o n t h  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  

w h i c h  s h e  h a s  h e l d  n u m b e r l e s s  m e e t i n g s .

M r s ,  C o o p e r - O a k l e y ,  M r .  L e a d b e a t e r ,  M r .  M e a d ,  m y s e l f  a n d  o t h e r ?  

h a v e  v i s i t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c i a l  L o d g e s  a n d  C e n t r e s .



*
I n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  O c t o b e r  M r s .  C o o p e r - O a k l e y  w e  t i t  t o  B o r n e  w i t h  4 

v i e w  t o  h e l p i n g  t b e  w o r k  i n  I t a l y .  H e r  s o j o u r n  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a t t e n d e d  

w i t h  t h e  h a p p i e s t  r e s u l t s  a n d  t h e  w o r k  h a s  p r o s p e r e d  i n  m a n y  d i r e c 

t i o n s .  T h e  R o m e  L o d g e  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  o n e  o f  i h e  s t r o n g e s t ,  n u m e r i c a l l y ,  

a n d  o w i n g  i n  a  g r e a t  r a e r s n r e  t o  M r s .  O a k l e y ’s  e n e r g y  s i n c e  h e r  a r r i v a l  

i n  I t a l y ,  t h e  n e w  B r a n c h  a t  F l o r e n c e  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  e v e r y  t h i n g  

p o i n t s  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  I t a l y  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

M r s .  L l o y d ,  w h o  h a s  h i t h e r t o  b e e n  h e l p i n g  t h e  R o m e  L o d g e ,  h a s  n o w  

m o v e d  t o  F l o r e n c e  t o  p l a c e  h e r  s e r v i c e s  a t  t b e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  n e w l y  

c r e a t e d  L o d g e .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  S e c t i o n a l  l i t e r a r y  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  

p a s t  1 2  m o n t h s — M r .  L e a d b e a t e r  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t w o  n e w  t r e a t i s e s ,  o n e  

c a l l e d  “  I n v i s i b l e  H e l p e r s  ”  a n d  o n e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  C l a i r v o y a n c e .  M rs *  

B e s a n t ’s  “  A n c i e n t  W i s d o m ”  h a s  g o n e  i n t o  a  s e c o n d  e d i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  S e c 

t i o n  h a s  v e r y  g r a t e f u l l y  s t u d i e d  a U o  t h e  “  S t o r y  o f  t h e  G r e a t  W a r ,  E v o l u 

t i o n  o f  L i f e  a n d  F o r m  ”  a n d  “  D h a r m a , ”  b y  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r ,  w h i o h  w e r e  

p u b l i s h e d  i n  I n d i a  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  The Theosophical Review h a s  

m o r e  t h a n  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  m u c h  o f  t h e  

v e r y  g r e a t e s t  i n t e r e s t  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  i t s  p a g e s .

The Vahan s t i l l  s e r v e s  t o  e l i c i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e p l i e s  t o  m o s t  v a r i e d  

q u e s t i o n i n g s .  S t a n d i n g ,  a s  w e  d o ,  o n  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  a  n e w  c e n t u r y ,  i h e  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  f a i r l y  j u s t i f i e s  o u r  g a z i n g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  

c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  h o p e  i n t o  t h e  v i s t a  o f  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r s ,  a n d  g i v e s  r e a s o n  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  t i m e s  o f  d a r k n e s s  a n d  o f  d i f f i c u l t y ,  t h e  

S o c i e t y  w i l l  y e t  f u l f i l  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  f o u n d e d  i t  a n d  

s u r v i v e  t o  c a r r y  f o r w a r d  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  T h e o s o p h y  f a r  i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y .  I n  c o n c l u d i n g ,  p r a y  p e r m i t  m e ,  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  t o  c o n v e y  t o  

y o u ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e  b e s t  t h a n k s  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e  h e l p  y o u  h a v e  

g i v e n  t h e m  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h e i r  b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  y o u  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  

a n d  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s  A n n i v e r s a r y  M e e t i n g .

O tway C uffe,
General Secretary.

M rs. H I G G I N S ’ S C H O O L .

W e  h a v e  h e r e  a s  D e l e g a t e s  t h r e e  l a d y  t e a c h e r s  o f  M r s .  H i g g i n s — M i s s  

P i e t e r s ,  o f  A m s t e r d a m ,  a n d  t h e  M i s s e s  D a v i e s  o f  A n s t r a l i a — w h o  r e p o r t  

t h a t  t h e  M u s ie u s  B u d d h i s t  G i r l s ’ S c h o o l  a n d  O r p h a n a g e  h a s  r e a c h e d  

t h e  s t a g e  o f  c o m p l e t e  p r o s p e r i t y .  I t  c o n t a i n s  a b o u t  n i n e t y  b o a r d i n g  

g i r l  p u p i l s ,  o f  r e s p e c t a b l e  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  

h a v e  h a d  t o  b e  r e f u s e d .

T H E  E D U C A T I O N  O F  T H E  P A N C H A M A S .

T h e  P a n c h a m a  E d u c a t i o n a l  M o v e m e n t  w b i c h  w a s  s t a r t e d  b y  t h e  

. P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  o f  t h e  T .  S . ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  h i m ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  f o r  

s o  l o n g  a  t i m e ,  i s  n o w  a s s u m i n g  l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

“ O l c o t t  F r e e  S c h o o l , ”  a n d  t h e  “ H ,  P .  B ,  M e m o r i a l  S c h o o l , ”  w e  n o w



h a v e  t h e  “  D a m o d a r  F r e e  S c h o o l , ”  w h i o h  h a s  r e o e n t l y  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a t  T e y n a m p e t t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  k i n d n e s s  o f  a n  a n o n y m o u s  f r i e n d  i n  

E n g l a n d  w h o  s e n t  t h e  f u n d s  n e e d e d  f o r  s t a r t i n g  i t .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r  

a  P a n c h a m a  E d n c a t i o n a l  F u n d  w a s  c r e a t e d  a n d  a  c o m m i t t e e  f o r m e d ,  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  M i s s  S .  E .  P a l m e r ,  B .  S c . ,  Superintendent o f  t h e  P a n c h a m a  

S c h o o l s  ; M r .  S .  R a n g a s w a m y  I y e n g a r ,  b . a . ,  Hon. Educational 
Adviser \ V .  C .  S e s h a c h a r i ,  E s q . ,  b .a . ,  b . l . ,  Hon. Legal Adviser; M r .  C .  

S a m b i a h ,  Hon. Consulting Engineer; a n d  M r .  T .  V .  C h a r l u ,  Cashier. T h e r e  

a r e  n o w  a b o u t  2 5 0  p u p i l s  o n  t h e  r o l l s  i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h e  

n u m b e r  i s  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  w a s  n o t  s t a r t 

e d  n o r  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  i t  h a s  t h e  e a r n e s t  

s y m p a t h y  o f  a  l a r g e  s h a v e  o f  i t s  o f f i c e r s  a n d  m e m b e r s ,  w h o  r e a l i z e  t h e  

d n t i e s  t h e y  o w e  t o  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  w h o  h a v e  f o r  s o  l o n g  a  t i m e  b e e a  

w i t h o u t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  m i l l i o n s  o f  t h e s e  

c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  i n  I n d i a ,  w h o  a r e  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  i g n o r a n c e ,  

n e g l e c t e d  a n d  u n c a r e d  f o r ,  b o t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  b y  t h o s e  

w h o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  y e t  w h o  b l i n d l y  i g n o r e  

t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h o s e  b e lo w  t h e m .  T h i s  i s  a  c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  c a l l s  l o u d l y  t o  

u s  f o r  a m e l i o r a t i o n .  L e t  u s  h o p e  t h a t  T h e o s o p h i s t s  w h o  r e c o g n i z e  t b e  

s p i r i t u a l  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  a l l  h u m a n i t y  w i l l  n o t  a l w a y s  b e  s o  i n d i f f e r e n t  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e s e  p o o r  p e o p l e .

T H E  T W E N T Y  F O U R T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  M E E T I N G .

T h e T w e n t y - f o u r t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  

w a s  c e l e b r a t e d  o n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  D e c e m b e r  2 8 t h ,  a t  t h e  V i c t o r i a  P u b l i c  

H a l l .  T h e r e  w a s  a  c r o w d e d  a u d i e n c e  p r e s e n t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  

c e l e b r a t i o n ,  a m o n g  t h o s e  o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  r e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e s  f r o m  s e v e r a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  C o l .  

O l c o t t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  p r e s i d e d  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  s e v e r a l  

s p e a k e r s  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g .

T h e  f i r s t  s p e a k e r  w a s  D r .  A .  M a r q u e s ,  o f  H o n o l u l u ,  w h o ,  i n  a  

s h o r t  s p e e c h ,  g a v e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o -  

p l i i c a l  m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  H a w a i i a n  I s l a n d s .

T h e  n e x t  s p e a k e r  w a s  M r .  A .  S c h w a r z  o f  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  n o w  e m 

p l o y e d  i n  C o lo m b o .  H e  g a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  g o o d  w o r k  

t h a t  h a d  b e g u n  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a n d  s p o k e  o f  

t h e  a n x i e t y  w i t h  w h i c h  t l i e  W e s t  l o o k e d  t o  t h e  E a s t  f o r  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  

i n  m a t t e r s  s p i r i t u a l .

M i s s  P i e t e r s ,  o f  A m s t e r d a m ,  w a s  t h e  n e x t  s p e a k e r .  S h e  i n f o r m e d  

t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  s i x  y e a r s  s e v e n  B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a d  b e e n  s t a r t e d  i n  H o l l a n d ,  w h i c h  n u m b e r  2 5 0  

m e m b e r s ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  w e r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  m a k i n g  t r a n s 

l a t i o n s  i n t o  D u t c h ,  o f  T h e o s o p h i c a l  b o o k s  a n d  H i n d u  r e l i g i o u s  w o r k s .  

T h e  B h a g a v a d  G i f l  h a d  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d  a n d  t h e  “  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  ** 

o f  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y  w a s  n o w  i n  c o u r s e  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n .



D r .  A .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  H i n d u  C e n t r a l  C o l l e g e  o f  

B e n a r e s ,  n e x t  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  w o r k  th a fc  i.s 

b e i n g  d o n e  a t  B e n a r e s  f o r  t h e  e d n o a t i o n  o f  H i n d n  y o n t h s .  T h e  c u l t i v a 

t i o n  o f  t h e  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  y o n t h s  s t u d y i n g  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  w a f t  

t h e  m o s t-  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  i m p a r t e d  t h e r e .  H e  e x h o r t *  

e d  a l l  H i n d u s  t o  r e n d e r  h e l p  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  t o  

a c h i e v e  t h e  n o b l e  o b j e c t  t h e y  h a d  i n  v i e w .

C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  n e x t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  s p r e a d  

o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  m o v e m e n t  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o n  t h e  p l a t f o r m  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h e o s o p h i s t s  f r o m  

c o u n t r i e s  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  h e a r d  f r o m  a t  t h e s e  a n n i v e r s a r i e s ,  viz., H o l l a n d ;  

H a w a i i ,  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  B u lg a r ia ,  a n d  g a v e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  u s e f u l  

a n d  c h a r i t a b l e  w o r k  o f  e d u c a t i o n  h e  h a d  i n i t i a t e d  b o t h  i n  C e y l o n  a n d  

i n  M a d r a s .

M r s .  B e s a n t  w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g .  A  c o n d e n s e d  

r e p o r t  o f  h e r  s p e e c h ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  Madras Mail, w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  

F e b r u a r y  Theosophist.

M r s . B E S A N T  O N  T H E  A V A T A R A S .

W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  verbatim r e p o r t  o f  

M r s .  B e s a n t ’s  f o u r  g r a n d  c o n v e n t i o n  d i s c o u r s e s  o n  t h e  t h e o r y  n n d  

s i g n i 6c a n o e  o f  t h e  A v a t & r a ,  o r  i n c a r n a t e  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  D i v i n e  I n t e l l i g e u c  e  

f o r  t h e  h e l p i n g  o f  m a n k i n d ,  w e  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  c r i t i c a l  n o t i c e s  

s p e c i a l l y  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  Hindu n e w s p a p e r  b y  a  b r i l l i a n t  U n i v e r s i t y  

g r a d u a t e  o f  M a d r a s .  P i e  h a s  k i n d l y  r e v i s e d  t h e m  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  p u r p o s e .  

M r s .  B e s a n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t r e a t s  b e r  s u b j e c t  f r o m  t h e  H i n d u  p o in t ,  o f  

v i e w :—

F i r s t  L r c t c r e .

A g e  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t ,  n o r  c u s t o m  s t a l e  t h e  g r e a t  c h a r m  o f  t h e  e l o 

q u e n c e  o f  M r s .  B e s a n t ;  s h e  l o o k s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  e t h e r e a l i s e d  a n d  h e r  

u t t e r a n c e s  s e e m  t o  g a i n  i n  l o f t i u e s s  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  b e a u t y  o f  e x p r e s *  

F io n  a s  y e a r s  l o l l  o n .  T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  t a l e n t e d  l a d y  h a s  c h o s e n  t o  d i s 

c o u r s e  u p o n  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  s u b j e c t — o n e  w h i c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  H i n d u ,  

a n d  a  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  h a s  e x e r c i s e d  t h e  i n g e n u i t y  o f  n u m b e r s  o f  s c h o o l s  

o f  t h o n g h t  a m o n g  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  I n d i a .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a l l  n a t i o n s  a n d  

a l l  r e l i g i o n s  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  S o n  o f  M a n ,  a s  b e i n g  s p e c i a l l y  s e n t  d o w n  t o  

e l e v a t e  a  f a l l e n  p e o p l e  a n d  t o  i l l u m i n e  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ’s  

v i s i o n .  B u t  t o  n o  r a c e  h a s  t h o  d e s c e n t  o f  G o d  t h e  s a m e  m e a n i n g  

n n d  t h e  s a m e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  t o  t h e  H i n d u .  A s  M r s .  B e s a n t  q u o t e d  

a p t l y  f r o m  t h e  L o r d ’s  t e a c h i n g s ,  t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r  t h e r e  i s  a  p r e m i s e  th a fc  

w h e n e v e r  s i n  a n d  m i s d e e d  b e c o m e  p a r a m o u n t ,  a n d  w h e n e v e r  v i r t u e  

a n d  g o o d  d e e d s  a r e  a t  a  d i s c o u n t ,  t h e n  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  s p e c i a l  i n c a r n a 

t i o n  o f  G o d  t o  w i p e  o n t  t h e  e v i l  a n d  t o  r e - p l a n t  t h e  H e e d s  o f  g o o d n e s s  

a n d  o f  g r a c e .  M o r e o v e r  i t  i s  G p d  h i m s e l f  t h a t  i s  b o r n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t b e  

fi



u

H i n d n  S a s t r a s .  I t  i s  n o t  a  p r o p h e t  s e n t  d o w n  a t  H i s  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  i s  D ot 

a  M e s s i a h  t h a t  g o e s  d o w n  t o  u n d e r g o  a  v i c a r i o u s  s u f f e r i n g .  I t  i s  H e  

t h a t  i s  p r e s e n t ,  t h a t  i s  m o v i n g  a m o n g  m a u ,  r i g h t i n g  t h e  w r o n g  a n d  

n p l i f t i n g  t h e  o p p r e s s e d .  M r s .  B e s a n t  c a u t i o n e d  h e r  a u d i e n c e  a t  t h e  

o u t s e t  t h a t  i t  m a y  n o t  b e  s t r i c t  o r t h o d o x y  t h a t  s h e  i s  p r e a c h i n g ,  a n d  i t  

m a y  b e  t b a t  h e r  e x p o s i t i o n  m a y  g o  a g a i n s t  s o m e  o f  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  a c c e p t 

e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  S h e  s a i d  t h a t  s u c h  t e a c h i n g s  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  r e j e c t e d  

a s  h e r e s i e s ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n f o r m  t o  w h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  h a v e  

b e e n  b y  l o n g  u s a g e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  r e g a r d  a s  r e v e a l e d  r e l i g i o n .  W h a t  is  

h e r e s y  t o - d a y  m a y  b e  a c c e p t e d  d o g m a  t o - m o r r o w .  S a n k a r a ,  B u d d h a ,  a n d  

J e s u s  C h r i s t  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  n s  h e r e t i c s  i n  t h e i r  d a y s ,  a n d  w h a t  w a s  d e n i e d  

t o  t h e m  i n  l i f e  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  t h a n  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  b y  t h e i r g l o r i f i c a t i o n  

b y  g e n e r a t i o n s  t h e n  u n b o r n .  M r s .  B e s a n t  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  m a k e  

h e r  d e v i a t e  a n  i n c h  f r o m  t h e  p a t h  s h e  h a s  c h o s e n ,  i f  s h e  i s  s p o k e n  o f  a s  

a  h e r e t i c .  S h e  h a s  m a d e  n p  h e r  m i n d  t o  s p e a k  t h e  t r u t h ,  a n d  t r u t h ,  s s  

e v e r y  o n e  k n o w s ,  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  s a v o u r y  a n d  p l e a s a n t .  M r s .  B e s a n t  

n e x t  t o u c h e d  u p o n  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a l l  A v a t & r a s .  

T h e  e n t i r e  l i f e  o f  s n c l i  a n  A v a t a r a  i s  o n e  u n b r o k e n  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  

S u p r e m e .  He m u s t  t e a c h  b y  e x a m p l e  a n d  b y  p r e c e p t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  H e  

m u s t  s h o w  i n  H i m s e l f  t h a t  i t  i s  o n e  c o n t i n u o u s  s t r e a m  o f  Bhakti t h a t  ia  

f l o w i n g  i n  a n d  t h r o u g h  H i m .  O t h e r w i s e  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  H e  c a n  

b e  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  a l l  t b e  g o o d  t h a t  H e  i s  t o  a c c o m 

p l i s h  i n  H i s  s p e c i a l  m i s s i o n .  A n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  n o  l e s s  i m p o r 

t a n c e  i s ,  u n a l l o y e d  l o v e  t o  a l l  h u m a n  b e i n g s , — n o t  d r a w n  b y  t h e  a t t r a c 

t i v e  a n d  r e p e l l e d  b y  t h e  u g l y — n o t  g r a c i o u s  t o w a r d s  t h e  r i c h  a n d  g r a c e 

l e s s  t o w a r d s  t h e  p o o r  : l o v i n g  a l l  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  m i l k  o f  h u m a n  

k i n d n e s s  t o  a l l  i m p a r t i a l l y ,  w o u l d  He a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  

H e  h a s  c o m e  d o w n .  T h e  g i f t e d  l e c t u r e r  t h e n  d r e w  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  

b e t w e e n  Avatdra a n d  Avesa a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t ,  w h e r e a s  i n  Avatara, 
G o d  c a m e  d o w n  t o  a s s u m e  f o r m  a n d  s h a p e ,  i n  Avesa, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

e g o  o f  t h e  m a n  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  a n d  i t  w a s  o n l y  o n  o c c a s i o n s  a n d  a t  i n t e r 

v a l s  t h a t  t h e  D i v i n e  w i s d o m  r e v e a l e d  i t s e l f  i n  a n d  t h r o u g h  h i m .  T h e  

e s s e n c e  p e r m e a t e d  h i m  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a n d  b e  s p o k e  g o d l i k e  a n d  n o t  a s  G o d .  

I t  w a s  t h i s  Avesa, t h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  R i s h i s  

a n d  t b e  e e e r s o f  o l d .  T h r o u g h  t h e m  G o d  d e l i g h t e d  t o  r e v e a l  t o  t h e  w o r l d  

s p a r k s  o f  H i s  g r e a t  i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  m o u t h p i e c e  o f  t h e  

g r e a t  t r u t h s  w h i c h  t h e  S u p r e m e  h a d  b y  t h e i r  a g e n c y  p u b l i s h e d  t o  t h e  

w o r l d .  W h a t  a  f a l l  w a s  t h e r e ! W h e r e  a r e  t h e  B r a h m i n s  t h a t  w e r e  

t h e  r e p o s i t o r i e s  o f  s u c h  d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n  a n d  l o v e ?  I f  } o u  d o  n o t  

h e a r  m e n  s p e a k  g o d l i k e  t o - d a y ,  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  m e n  w h o m  

t h e  G r e a t  U n k n o w n  c a n  s e l e c t  a s  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  H i s  t h o u g h t ? .  M r s .  

B e s a n t  t h e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  h o w  p a r t i a  t r u t h s  r e v e a l e d  b y  t h e  g r e a t  A c b f t -  

r y a s  h a v e  b e e n  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  a n d  m i s q u o t e d ,  a n d  h o w  t e x t s  a n d  s a y i n g s  

w e r e  b e i n g  t w i s t e d  t o  m e a n  e x a c t l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  w h a t  t h e y  r e a l l y  a i m  

a t .  S h e  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  h a r d  o n  c o m m e n t a t o r s  w h o  h a d  s a t  d o w n  t o  

e x p o u n d  t h e i r  p e t  d o g m a s  a n d  w h o  h a d  m a d e  t r u t h  i t s e l f  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  

t h e i r  p r e c o n c e i v e d  n o t i o n s  o f  s e c t a r i a n  t e a c h i n g .  M r s .  B e s a n t  t h e n



So

p r o c e e d e d  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  f u l l  A v a t a r a  a n d  a  p a r t i a l  

A v a t a r a .  S h e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  t r e a d i n g  u p o n  d a n g e r o u s  

g r o u n d ,  b u t  s h e  w o u l d  n o t  s w e r v e  f r o m  t h e  p u r p o s e  s h e  h a d  s e t  h e r s e l f  

t o ,  b y  a n y  f e a r  t h a t  s h e  m « y  n o t  b e  w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  o t h e r s .  

L o r d  K r i s h n a  w a s  a  f u l l  A v a t a r a ,  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  l a y  i n  t h i s .  A  

p a r t i a l  A v a t & r a  c o m e s  d o w n  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  a  s e t  p u r p o s e .  S r i  R a m a  

c a m e  d o w n  t o  s h o w  t o  t h e  w o r l d  w h a t  a  t r u e  K s h a t r i y a  c a n  b e ,  h o w  a  

d u t i f u l  s o n  s h o u l d  b e h a v e ,  a n d  h o w  a  l o v i n g  h u s b a n d  s h o u l d  c o n d u c t  

h i m s e l f .  A l l  t h e s e  i d e a l s  h a d  b e e n  p e r f e c t l y  c o n f o r m e d  t o ,  a n d  

t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  w h i c h  c a n  c o m p a r e , w i t h  t h e  

e x e m p l a r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  t r u e  k i n g ,  s o n  a n d  h u s b a n d  

p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e  s w e e t  w o r d s  o f  V a l m l k i .  T h e r e  S r i  R & m a  s t o p p e d .  

H i s  p u r p o s e  w a s  t o  e r a d i c a t e  e v i l  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t o  l e a d  a  

l i f e  o f  p u r i t y ,  o f  l o v e  a n d  o f  d u t i f u l n e s s .  I t  w a s  n o t  s o  w i t h  L o r d  

S r i  K r i s h n a .  H e  w a s  n o t  p i m p l y  t h e  d u t i f u l  s o n  o f  Y a s o d a .  H e  

w a s  n o t  m e r e l y  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  G o k u l a .  H e  o n  o c c a s i o n s  s h o w e d  

t h a t  n a m e  a n d  f o r m  h a v e  n o  l i m i t s  f o r  h i m .  O n  t h r e e  o c c a 

s i o n s  a t  l e a s t  H e  c e a s e d  t o  b e  K r i s h n a  a n d  s h o w e d  h i m s e l f  t o  b o  

t h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e .  W h e n  D u r y o d h a n a  w a n t e d  t o  i m p r i s o n  H i m ,  

h e  s h o w e d  h i s  t r u e  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  o v e r a w e d  t h e  w i c k e d  m o n a r c h .  

W h e n  A r j u n a  h a d  n o t  f a i t h  e n o u g h  i n  h i m  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  w a s  

s i m p l y  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  a  g r e a t e r  p o w e r  w h i c h  g u i d e d  h i m ,  a n d  

w h e n  t h e  v a s t n e s s  o f  h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  o v e r a w e d  h i m ,  L o r d  K r i s h n a  

a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  A r j u n a  i n  H i s  t r u e  f o r m  a n d  m a d e  h i m  c o m p r e h e n d  

t h e  t r u t h .  A n d  a g a i n ,  w h e n  a n  i r a t e  R i s h i  t h o u g h t  f i t  t o  v e n t  h i s  

w r a t h  u p o n  S r i  K r i s h n a  a u d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  c u r s e  h i m ,  t h e  L o r d  s h o w e d  

t h e  u t t e r  f u t i l i t y  o f  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  l a n g u a g e  o f  

M r s .  B e s a n t ,  m a d e  t h e  R i s h i  p e e  t h a t  b e  w a s  a  c h i l d  t h r o w i n g  a  

p e b b l e  a g a i n s t  a  m i g h t y  r o c k .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a  f u l l  

A v a t & r a ,  a n d  t h e y  s h o w  t h a t ,  i n  H i s  i n c a r n a t i o n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

t h e  p r e s e n t  a g e ,  G o d  c a m e  d o w n  i n  a l l  H i s  g l o r y  a n d  m i g h t .  M r s .  

B e s a n t  m i g h t  h a v e  a d d e d  t h a t  L o r d  K r i s h n a  w a s  a  P A r n a  A v a t a r a  i n  

a n o t h e r  s e n s e *  I t  i s  i n  H i s  i n c a r n a t i o n  a s  S r f  K r i s h n a  t h a t  H e  p l a y e d  a l l  

h i s  p a r t s — - w a r r i o r ,  k i n g ,  c o u n s e l l o r  a n d  s e r v a n t — t e a c h e r o f  t h e  B a g h a v a d -  

G ttA , f e l l o w  p u p i l  w i t h  K u c h e l a ,  c h a r i o t e e r ,  a n d  t h e m e s s e n £ e r c f  p e n c e ; 

a  d u t i f u l  s o n ,  a  k i n d  b r o t h e r  a n d  a  l o v i n g  h u s b a n d ; t h e  i n v e t e r a t e  e n e m y  

o f  t h e  p r o u d  a n d  t h e  w i c k e d  a n d  t h e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  g o o d  

a n d  t h e  m e e k .  A l l  t h e s e  p a r t s  h e  p l a y e d  t o  p e r f e c t i o n .  I t  w a s  a  p e r f e c t  

A v a t a r a  ; a n d  i f  H i s  t e a c h i n g s  t o - d a y  a r e  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  r e v c r e n c e  b y  a l l  

t h e  n a t i o n s  o n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  i t  i s  a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u l l 

n e s s  o f  t h e  G o d  i n  t h i s  A v a t& r a .  W e  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  s k e t c h  v e r y  b r i e f l y  

t h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  a  d i s c o u r s e  w h i c h  k e p t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  s p e l l - b o u n d  f o r  a n  

h o u r  a n d  a  h a l f .  T h e  p e r o r a t i o n  w a s  s p l e n d i d  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  s c e n e  

b r o u g h t  t o  p r o m i n e n c e  t h o  i d e a  t h a t  w h e n  t h e  E a s t  a n d  t h e  W e s t  a r e  

l o v i n g l y  n n i t e d  t h e r e  a r e  s p l e n d i d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  w o r l d  

a n d  f o r  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t b e  h u m a n  r a c e .



S e c o n d  L k c t u k e .

B e f o r e  c o m m e n t i n g  u p o n  t b e  d i s c o u r s e  o f  fchis m o r u i u g ,  w e  s h o u l d  

l i k e  t o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  p h a s e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  d i s c u s s e d  y e s t e r d a y  

‘w h i c h  w a s  n o t  t o u c h e d  u p o n  b y  u s .  I t  i s  a s k e d — a n d  ifc i s  a  v e r y  p e r t i 

n e n t  q u e s t i o n — h o w  c a n  t h e r e  b e  a n y  A v a l a r a  w h e n  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  i s  l i t  

u p  h y  t h e  l i f 6 o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  B e i n g  Y H e  i s  t h e r e  i n  e v e r y  f o r m  

a n d  . s h a p e ,  i n  e v e r y  p l a n t  a n d  a n i m a l  n n d  iu  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  o f  t h i s  

e a r t h .  H o w  c a n  t h e r e  b e  a n y  “ d e s c e n t ”  o f  t h a t  w h i c h  p e r v a d e s  e v e r y 

t h i n g  ? T h e  a n s w e r  i s  n o t  a n  e a s y  o n e  t o  g i v e .  I t  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  

t r u e  l h a t  H e  i s  in  e v e r y  o n e ; b u t  t h e  s o u l  iu  m a n ,  t h o u g h  o f  d i v i n e  

o r i g i n ,  i s  b o u n d  d o w n  b y  l i m i t a t i o n s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

p r e v i o u s  k a r m a .  T h e  r e - b i r t h  o f  a  s o u l  o n c e  e n c a s e d  i s  a  r e s u l t a n t  o f  

t h e  f o r c e s  w h i c h  i t  b r o u g h t  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  i t s e l f ;  a u d  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  

m a n y  s u c h  r e - b i r t h s  b e f o r e  t h e  c h a s t e n e d  s o u l  g e t s  b a c k  t o  t h e  p o i n t  

w h e n c e  i t s p r a n g ,  b e f o r e  i t  g i v e s  u p  t h e  f e t t e r s  w h i c h  a t t a c h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

t o  i t  i n  i t s  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  e v o l u t i o n .  I n  t h e  A v a t a r a ,  G o d  w i l l s  t h a t  

H e  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  S o n  o f  M a n  : n o  k a r m i c  e n v i r o n m e n t s  d e t e r m i n e  

t h e  c o m i n g  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  u n s u l l i e d  e s s e n c e .  N o  c o n d i t i o n s  l i m i t  

H i s  p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  l i f e .  H e  h a s  m a n i f e s t e d  t o  r e m o v e  s i n  a n d  e v i l ,  

a n d  H e  a c c o m p l i s h e s  H i s  o b j e c t  u n m o v e d  b y  t h e  o r d i n a r y  l i m i t a t i o n s  

o f  h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e .

T h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  M r s .  B e s a n t  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  m o r t i i o g  w * s  

t h e  s o u r c e  a n d  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  A v a t a r a s .  T h e  l e a r n e d  l e c t u r e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  

t h a t ,  i n  a l l  A v a t& r a s ,  i t  w a s  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y  t h a t  m a n i f e s t e d  

i t s  p r e s e n c e  i n  h u m a n  f o r m .  I t  i s  V i s h n n  a m o n g  t h e  H i n d u s ,  I t  i s  t b e  

S o n  a m o n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  : n e i t h e r  B r a h m a  1101* M a h e s v a r a  h a d  a n y  

i n c a r n a t i o n .  T h e  F a t h e r  a u d  t h e  H o l y  G h o s t  d i d  n o t  a s s u m e  h u m a n  

f o r m :  M r s .  B e s a n t  c a u t i o n e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t ,  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  f o r e i g n  

r e l i g i o n ,  i t  i s  i d e a s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  r e c k o n e d  a n d  n o t  n a m e s .  W e  a g r e e .  

B a t  w e  d o u b t  w h e t h e r  t h e  S o n  in  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o n  i s  e v e r  a s * o ~  

c i a t e d  w i t h  t l i e  i d e a  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  o f  - l i f e - g i v i n g .  T h e  M e s s i a h  

s e e m s  t o  d e r i v e  h i s  p o w e r  f r o m  t h e  F a t h e r  a n d  t h e  F a t h e r  s e n d s  

d o w n  b i s  b e l o v e d  S o n  t o  s u f f e r  f o r  m a n k i n d .  I t  i s  n o t  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

f u n c t i o n  t h a t » t h e  S o n  p e r f o r m s  in  C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y .  H e  i s  i h e  i n t e r 

p r e t e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  S u p r e m e  a n d  t h e  m u n d a n e .  N o t  s o  i n  H i n d a  

t h e o l o g y  : t h e  t r i p a r t i t e  d i v i s i o n  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  f u n c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  o n e  G o d .  I t  m a y  b e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r - d e p e n d e n t — b u t  t h e r e  i s  

n o  l a n d - m a r k  b y  w h i c h  t h e  o n e  i s  s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  N o  d o u b t  

i n  p o p u l a r  m y t h o l o g i e s ,  e i t h e r  M a h e s v a r a  o r  V i s h n u  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  

b e i n g  s u p r e m e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  a s  s u b o r d i n a t e .  B u t  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  

t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t s  n o  s u c h  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  r e c o g n i s e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  o l a i m  

f o r  s u p r e m a c y  a d v a n c e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  d e i t i e s  

s t r e n g t h e n s  o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  e a c h  i n  t u r n  w a s  r e g a r d e d  a s  S u p r e m e .  

I n  C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y ,  w e  h a v e  n o t  h e a r d  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  b e i n g  e v e r  s u b 

o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  S o n .  T h e  o n e  i s  s n p r e m e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  d r a w  t h e i r  

i n s p i r a t i o n s  f r o m  H i m .  H o w e v e r  t h a t  m a y  b e ,  M r s .  B e s a n t  p r o c e e d e d



t o  p o i n t  o n t  t h a t V i s b n u  a l o n e  h a d  h i s  A v a t a r a s  a n d  n o t  S ' i v a  o r  B r a b m 4 *  

M a h e s v a r a  a t  t i m e s  d i d  t a k e  f o r m  a n d  s h a p e .  B a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e a l  

A v a t & r a  a t  a n y  t i m e .  S o  w a s  i t  w i t h  B r a h m a .  M r s .  B e s a n t  h e r e  a l i a *  

d e d t o t h e  b e a u t i f u l  e p i s o d e  w h o s e  s c e n e  i s  l a i d  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  h o l y  

c i t y  o f  B e n a r e s .  M a b & d e v a  a s s u m e d  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  C h a n d a l a  a n d  was 
l y i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  p a t h  w h i c h  B a g h a v i u  S a n k a r a c h a r y a  w a s  t o  c r o s s  w i t h  

h i s  d i s c i p l e s .  S a c  k a r a c b  A r y a ,  m o r e  t h a n  a n y b o d y  e l s e ,  w a s  i m p r e g 

n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  M a h a d e v a .  A l l  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  w a s  

n o t  p r o o f  a g a i n s t  h i s  m u n d a n e  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  H e  h a d  b a t h e d  i n  t h e  

s a c r e d  r i v e r  a n d  h e  w a s  w e n d i n g  h i s  w a y  h o m e  w ifch  c r o w d s  o f  d i s c i p l e s  

« w a r m i n g ' a r o u n d .  L o ,  a  C h a n d & la  l a y  a c r o s s  h i s  p a t h  : w h a t  p r o f a n i t y ! 

T h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f t l i e  g r e a t  S a n y a s i n  c l o u d e d  h i s  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  

t i m e  b e i n g  a n d  h e  o r d e r e d  t h e  C h a n d a l a  t o . w i t h d r a w .  T h e n  f o l l o w s  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  d i a l o g u e  w h i c h  i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  e v e r y  H i n d n ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  g r e a t  

g u r u  a n d  t h i s  l o w - b o r n  m e n i a l ,  a n d  it; e n d s  i n  t h e  d i s c o m f i t u r e  o f  t h e  

g re a fc  r o a n  w h o  h a d  w o n  b i s  l a u r e l s  a g a i n s t  e v e r y  c o m b a t a n t  b e f o r e .  

T h a t  w a s  a n  o c c a s i o n  w h e n  M a h a d e v a  a s s u m e d  f o r m  t o  t e a c h  b i s  o w n  

b e l o v e d  s o n  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  h u m i l i t y  a n d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  c h a r i t y .  B u t  t h a t  

w a s  n o  A v a t a r a .  N o .  I t  w n s  V i s h n u  a l o n e  t b a t  h a d  i p c a r n a t i o n s .  W h y  

a o ?  T h i s  l e d  t b e  l e c t u r e r  t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n .  

T h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  G o d  a r e  t h r e e - f o l d  : ( 1 )  T h e  m e d i t a t i o n  o v e r  a n d  t h e  

b r i n g i n g  i n t o  s h a p e  o f  f o r m l e s s  a n d  c h a o t i c  m a t t e r ; ( 2)  t h e  i n s t i i -  

l i n g  o f  l i f e  i n t o  s u c h  s h a p e d  e n t i t i e s ; a n d  ( 3 )  t h e  e n d o w i n g  o f  t h i s  l i f e -  

g i v e n  f o r m  w ifch w i s d o m  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  

i s  p e r f o r m e d  i n  H i n d u  t h e o l o g y  b y  B r a h m a .  P u t t i n g  l i f e  a n d  i m p r e g 

n a t i n g  m a t t e r  w ifch  a c t i v i t y  i s  a s c r i b e d  fco V i s h n u .  V i s h n u  i s  a l l - p e r 

v a d i n g .  H e  i s  l i f e .  H e  i s  a c t i v i t y .  T h e n  c o m e s  t b e  t h i r d  d u t y  o f  

e n d o w i n g  t h e  a c t i v e  f r a m e  w i t h  d i s c e r n m e n t ,  w ifch  w i s d o m .  M a h a d e v a ,  

t h e  A 'c h a r y a  o f  a l l  A 'c h a r y a s ,  p e r f o r m s  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  I f  fch is t h r e e - f o l d  

a r r a n g e m e n t  i s  t o  b o  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  w h o  is  ifc t h a t  c a n  d e s c e n d  i n t o  h u m a n  

f o r m  a n d  s h a p e  b u t  t h e  l i f e - g i v e r  o f  a l l  ?  W h a t  i s  f o r m  w i t h o u t ;  l i f e  

a n d  w h e r e  i s  t b e  u s e  o f  w i s d o m  i f  ifc i s  nofc t o  g u i d e  l i f e  ?  H e  

t a k e s  l i f e  w h o  a l o n e  c a n  g i v e  l i f e .  A v a t a r a s  m u s t  b e  o f  V i s h n u  a n d  o f  

n o n e  e l s e .  M i 's .  B e s a n t  p r e f a c e d  h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  

g r o u n d  w a s  r a t h e r  u n f a m i l i a r  t o  m a n y ,  a n d  w e  d o u b t  i f  a n y  l e f t  t h e  

h a l l  t h i s  m o r n i n g  t o  w h o m  i t  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r ,  a f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  

e l o q u e n t  w o r d s  o f  t h e  l e c t a r e r ,  t h a t  t h e  p a t h  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a  r o u g h  a n d  

u n k n o w n  o n e  t o  t r e a d  n p o u .  S h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  a t .  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  w o r l d  w a s  b u t  f a i n t l y  m o d e l l e d  o n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  a n d  i f  a n y b o d y  

i n  h i s  s n p r e m e  w i s d o m  t h o u g h t  t h a t ,  fche s p i r i t u a l  s h o u l d  b e  j u d g e d  b y  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  fche p h y s i c a l  v i s i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  g r e a t e r  f o o l  m o v i n g  

o n  e a r t h .  S h e  n e x t ,  t o u c h e d  u p o n  fche fc h ird  o f  fche q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  s h e  

p r o p o s e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h i s  m o r n i n g .  W h y  s h o u l d  t h e r e  b e  A v a t a r a s ?  G o d  

i s  a l l - k n o w i n ? ,  o m n i s c i e n t .  B e f o r e  H e  c r e a t e d  t h e  w o r l d  H e  m o s t  h a v e  

Ja» d  h i s  p l a n s  c a r e f u l l y .  W h y  fch ese  o c c a s i o n a l  f l y i n g  v i s i t s  ?  W h y  d i d  

H e  n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  b e f o r e  f  H e  i s  bofch  a r c h i t e c t  a u d  

b u i l d e r ,  a n d  i t  i s  u o  c o m p l i m e n t  t o  H i m  t o  s a y  t h a t  H e  h a d  m i s c a l c u *



l a  t e d  t b e  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h a t  H e  b a d  n o t  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  t b e  

s t r u c t u r e .  I t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c n l t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t o  a n s w e r .  

W h y  w a s  t h e r e  e v i l  w h i c h  n e e d e d  H i s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  s u b v e r t ?  

T h e  a n s w e r  w a s  e a g e r l y  a w a i t e d .  E v e r y  o n e  s t r a i n e d  h i s  e a r s  t o  c a t c h  

e v e r y  w o r d  t h a t  f e l l  f r o m  t h e  l i p s  o f  t h e  g i f t e d  l e c t u r e r .  S h e  s a i d  t b a t  

s h e  h a d  n o  f & i th  i n  s l i d i n g  o v e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  S h e  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  f a c e  

t h e m ,  a n d  h e r  a n s w e r s ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c o n v i n c e  a l l ,  l e f t  n o  d o u b t  

i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  a n y  o n e  t h a t  s h e  h a d  e a r n e s t l y  a n d  h o n e s t l y  e n d e a 

v o u r e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p i  n e e  i t  w a s  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  G o d  h a d  n o t  a r r a n g e d  h i s  

p l a n s  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r e t h o u g h t .  H e  k n e w  a l l  a n d  h a d  p r o v i d e d  f o r  

a l l .  T h e  o b j e c t  i n  v i e w  i s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  i n t e l l t c t n a l  

w o r l d  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  p e r f e c t i o n .  T h a t  i s  t h e  g r o u n d p l a n  o f  t h e  m a k e r  a n d  

t h e  C r e a t o r .  A l l  o t h e r s  w e r e  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  t h i s  e n d .  H o w  t o  e v o l v e  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  a n d  t h e  m e n t a l  w o r l d  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  r e a c h  p e r f e c t i o n  ?  S u p 

p o s e  t h e y  w e i e  c r e a t e d  p e r f e c t ,  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  e q u i l i b r i u m  

w a s  n e v e r  d i s t u r b e d  ; a u d  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e y  n e v e r  c a m e  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

e v i l .  W h a t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  ?  T h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  p r o g r e s s .  T h e  

c r e a t e d  t h i n g s  w i l l  n o t  s h o w  a n y  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  a n y  m o v i n g  o n .  T h e y  

w o u l d  b e  l i k e  t o y s  t o  p l a y  w i t h .  N o .  T h a t  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e .  T h e  s u r e s t  

m e a n s  o f  p r o g r e s s  w a s  t o  b r i n g  t h e  c r e a t e d  t h i n g s  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

e v i l .  T o  c h a s t e n ,  t o  p u r i f y  t h e  s p i r i t ,  t h e  b a p t i s m  o f  f i r e  m u s t  b e  g o n e  

t h r o u g h .  S w e e t  a r e  t h e  u s e s  o f  a d v e r s i t y  a n d  s w e e t e r ,  p n r e r  

s t i l l  i s  t h e  s o u l  w h i c h ,  i u  c o n t a c t  w i t h  e v i l ,  e m e r g e s  p u r e  a n d  u n 

s u l l i e d .  T h a t  i s  w h y  w e  f in d  b o t h  g o o d  a n d  e v i l  i u  t h i s  w o r l d ,  E a c k  

h a s  i t s  f u n c t i o n s ,  e a c h  i t s  u s e s .  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  o n l y  w h e n  t h e  s o u l  

m a k e s  h e a d  a g a i n s t  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  a u d  s l o w l y  b u t  s u r e l y  

g o e s  h i g h e r  a n d  h i g h e r  t i l l  i t  b e c o m e s  o n e  w i t h  t b e  u n s u l l i e d  e f f u l g e n c e  

o f  t h e  S u p r e m e ,  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  c r e a t i o n  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  B u t  

w e  o f t e n  y i e l d  t o  t e m p t a t i o n *  I n s t e a d  o f  a v o i d i n g  e v i l ,  w e  o f t e n  f a l l  

i n t o  i t ; a n d  i t  i s  w h e n  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  e v i l  h a s  b e c o m e  s o  g r e a t  

t h a t  t h e  u n s u l l i e d  B e i n g  i n t e r p o s e s  a n d  s t o p s  f u r t h e r  d e v a s t a t i o n s .  A l l  

t h e  s i n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  h a d  g a t h e r e d  a h e a d  a n d  t h e  t i m e  h a d  c o m e  t o  f r e e  

t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  f r o m  t h i s  p e s t i l e n c e  a n d  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  s o u l  t o  m o v e  o n  

i n  i t s  f o r w a r d  c o u r s e .  I t .  w a s  t h e n  t h a t  G o d  t o o k  f o r m  a n d  s h a p e .  I t  

w a s  w h e n  t h e  c r o p  o f  e v i l  w a s  r e a d y  t o  b e  h a r v e s t e d  o f f  t h a t  t h e  d e 

s c e n t  w a s  m a d e  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  m a n k i n d .  

W h a t  i s  m o r e  n a t u r a l  ?  I t  i s  n o t  a n  i l l - l a i d  p l a n .  I t  i s  a  w e l l - p l a n n e d  

p u r p o s e  t h a t i s  ca rr ied  o u t .  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  M r s .  B e s a n t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  s t o r y  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  H a v a n a  a n d  p o i n t e d  o u t  b o w  t h e  g r e a t  

s o u l  w a s  r a t h e r  a n x i o u s  t o  b e  t h e  e m b o d i m e n t  o f  o b s t r u c t i o n  f o r  a  

s h o r t e r  p e r i o d  t h a n  t h e  c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  v i r t u e  f o r  a  l o n g e r  o n e  so  

t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  g o a l  m ay b e  s o o n e r  r e a c h e d  b y  h i s  s o u l .  W e  m u s t  c lo s e  

h e r e .  I t  w a s  a  s p l e n d i d  d i s c o u r s e  t h a t  w e  w e r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  l i s t e n  to  

a n d  t h e  w a r n i n g  w o r d s  o f  C o l .  O l c o t t  w e r e  h a r d l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a  

H i n d u  a u d i e n c e  t o  g i v e  t h e  g i f t e d  l a d y  a  p a t i e n t  a n d  a t t e n t i v e  h e a r i n g .  

I t  w a s  a l l  a t t e n t i o n ,  r a p t ,  u n d i v i d e d *



lfc w a s  a  v e r y  v a s t  s n b j e c t  t b a t  w a s  t o u c h e d  u p o n  t o - d a y : Y u g a s  

a n d  K u l p a s  a n d  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  w e r e  p a s s e d  i n  r e v i e w  w i t h '  

i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  a n  h o u r  a n d  a  q u a r t e r .  T b e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  f r o m  

i t s  n e b u l o u s  s t a t e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  h a d  t o  b e  s k e t c h e d .  N a t u r a l l y  o n l y  

t h e  o u t l i n e s  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  a n d  t h e  a n d i e n c e  h a d  t o  f i l l  i n  t b e  d e t a i l s .  

M r s .  B e s a n t  f e l t  d o u b t s  a s  t o  w h y  t h e  s a g e s  r e f e r r e d  o n l y  t o  t e n  A v a t a r u s .  

I t  w a s  n o t  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  h e r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

a n y  f a r t h e r ; b u t  s h e  w a s  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r o  w a s  n o t  s o m e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

f o r  i t .  I t  m a y  b e  t h a t  t h e s e  t e n  I n c a r n a t i o n s  m a r k e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

a  n e w  e v o l u t i o n ,  o f  a  n e w  e p o c h .  S h e  m i g h t  h a v e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  t e n  

A v a t a r a s  l a n d - m a r k  t h e  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s i n  t h e n  g a t h e r e d  

t o g e t h e r ;  t h e r e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  o t h e r  A v a t & r a s  o f  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  n o t  

a n y  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t .  B u t  t h e s e  t e n  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  h a v e  e n a b l e d  t h e  

w o r l d  t o  p r e s s  o n w a r d ,  a n d  t o  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  e v o l n t i n n  : o u r  

a a g e s  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n u m b e r l e s s  V e d a s  a n d  y e t  t h e  R i s h i s  

h a v e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  n s  o n l y  f o u r  o f  t h e m .  S o  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  

A v a t A r a s .  T h e  L o r d  G o d  h a d  s a i d  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  w a s  n e e d  f o r  m y  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  “  I  h a v e  b e e n  b o r n  a n d  w i l l  b e  b o r n . "  B u t  t h e  g o o d  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  t h e  m i s e r y  r e m o v e d  o n  a l l  s n c h  o c c a s i o n s  h a v e  n o t  

b e e n  a s  c o n s p i c u o u s  i n  t h e i r  b e n e f i c e n t  e f f e c t s  a s  i n  t h e  t e n  p r i n c i p a l  

A v a t a r a s .  B e f o r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  I n c a r n a t i o n s  M r s .  B e s a n t  

v e r y  h u m o u r o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  m a n  a n d  

o f  D i v i n i t y  b y  t h e  m o d e r n  g r a d u a t e .  H e  t h i n k s  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  c o m p r e 

h e n d  e v e r y t h i n g  b y  h i s  p h y s i c a l  e y e ,  a n d  h e  l a n g h s  a t  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  

t h c  A v a t a r a s  o f  G o d  a s  c h i l d i s h  b a b b l i n g s  b e c a u s e  h e  t h i n k s  i t  g r o t e s q u e  

t h a t  G o d  c a n  d w e l l  i n  a  f i s h  o r  a  t o r t o i s e .  I t  w a s  a  v e r y  a p t  i l l u s t r a 

t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  l e c t u r e r  g a v e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a r r o g a n c e  o t  t h e  

m o d e r n  g r a d u a t e .  H e  a s k s  w h y  s h o u l d  G o d  t a k e  f o r m  i n  f i s h  a n d  

t o r t o i s e  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  i m a g e  o f  G o d  i n  m a n  ?  ' l 'h e  

a n s w e r  w a s  c r u s h i n g .  “  Y o u  t h i n k  o f  j o n r s e l f  a  l i t t l e  t o o  m n c h ,  m y  

d e a r  f r i e n d .  T o  t h e  S u p r e m e  B e i n g  y o u  a r e  a s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  f i s h  

o r  t h e  g n a t .  T o  h i m  b o t h  a r e  e q u a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  e q u a l l y  w e l l  b e l o v e d .  

S h a k e s p e a r e  i n  King Lear d e s c r i b e s  a  m a n  b e l o w  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  

D o v e r  C l i f f .  T h e  m a n  l o o k s  n o  b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e  b e e t l e .  S o  a r e  y o u  t o  

t h e  G o d  o n  h i g h .  I n  y o u r  i g n o r a n c e ,  y o u  t h i n k  y o n  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o b j e c t  

i n  w h i c h  G o d  s h o u l d  d e l i g h t  t o  d w e l l .  B u t  t h a t  i s  y o u r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  

a n d  n o t  H i s .  I f  y o u  r i g h t l y  e s t i m a t e  y o u r  o w n  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  y o u  

w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  w h o  i s  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  w h o  b a b b l e s .  C o m e  d o w n  

a  l i t t l e  a n d  t h i n k  o f  y o u r s e l f  a s  y o u  a r e  a n d  n o t  a s  y o u  c o n c e i v e  

y o u r s e l f  t o  b e .  L o o k  a t  y o n r s e l f  a s  t h e  L o r d  w o u l d  l o o k  u p o n  y o u . ”  

S u c h  w a s  t h e  a n s w e r  g i v e n .  H a l f  h u m o r o u s ,  h a l f  s a r c a s t i c ,  t h o  

w o r d s  c a m e  s o  s w e e t l y  t h a t  t h e  r a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  d i d  n o t  p e r c e i v e  w h e r e  

t h e  s t i n g  l a y  ; a n d  h e  c h e e r e d  v o c i f e r o u s l y .  W h a t  a t ,  w e  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  

s e e .  T h i s  b a n t e r i n g  n a t u r a l l y  l e d  h e r  i n t o  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  t h r e e  A ^ a n i s ,  w h i c h  s h e  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r .  T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a x d  e d u -



e a t e d  m a n  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w  w h y  i n  a  f i s h  s h o u l d  G o d  a p p e a r .  T h e  

s t o r y  o f  t h e  M a n a  w h o  n o u r i s h e d  a n d  c h e r i s h e d  t h e  s t a r v i n g  F i s h ,  

t i l l  i t  g r e w  b i g g e r  a n d  b i g g e r  u n t i l  t h e  s e a  i t s e l f  w a s  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  

i t s  d i m e n s i o n s  w a s  t o l d  w i t h  a r i c h n e s s  o f  l a n g u a g e  o f  w h i c h  M r s .  B e s a n t  

a l o n e  ia  m i s t r e s s .  I t  w a s  t b e  f i r s t  s t a g e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ’s  e v o l u t i o n  a n d  

t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  F i s h .  I t  w a s  f r o m  t h e r e  

t h e  l i f e  w a s  t o  s p r e a d  o u t  t o  e v o l v e  h i g h e r  t h i n g s ,  t o  b r i n g  i n t o  e x i s 

t e n c e  n e w e r  f o r m s  o f  a n i m a l  l i f e .  T h e  g r a d u a t e  b l u s h e d  a n d  t h e  l e c t u r e d  

n e a t l y  p u t  t h o  q u e s t i o n ,  “  I s  t h i s  a l l  b a b b l i n g  ? *’ T h e n  c a m e  t h e  s e c o n d  

s t a g e  in  t h e  e v o l n t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  g r o w  o u t  a  l i t t l e  

m o r e .  I t  w a s  n o w  o n e  s h e e t  o f  w a t e r  a l l  t h r o u g h .  T h a t  b e g a n  t o  

c h a n g e .  L a n d  w a s  s m e l t — l a n d  w a s  u n d e r n e a t h  w i t h  t h e  o u t e r  c o v e r  o f  

w a t e r .  G o d  a s s n m e d  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  t o r t o i s e .  W h o  i s  t h e r e  w h o  k n o w s  

t h e  h a b i t s  c f  t h e  t o r t o i s e  t h a t  c a n  f a i l  t o  s e e  t h a t  in  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  i h e  

w o r l d ’s  p r o g r e s s ,  l i f e  c a n n o t  b e  e m b o d i e d  i n  a  b e t t e r  f o r m  t h a n  i n  t h e  

T o r t o i s e ?  A n d  V i s h n u  w a s  t h e r e ,  r e a d y  t o  s p r e a d  o n t ,  t o  i n f u s e  l i f e  

a n d  t o  m a r k  t h e  p r o g r e s s  t h u s  f a r  a c h i e v e d .  T h e n  c o m e s  t h e  b e a n t i *  

f a l  s t o r y  o f  t h e  V a r a h a  A v a t a r a .  E a r t h  h a d  t o  b e  u p l i f t e d  a n d  w a t e r  h a d  

t o  b e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  l a n d .  A  n e w  c r e a t i o n  w a s  t o  g o  o n .  A  n e w  l i f e  h a d  

t o  h e  l i v e d  i n  t h i s  w o r l d .  T h e  M a m m a l i a n  a g e ,  c r y  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n .  

B e  i t  s o .  I n  t h i s  M a m m a l i a n  a g e ,  i n  t h i s  a g e  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  l a n d  f r o m  w a t e r ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  b e s t  t y p e  o f  a n i m a l  

l i f e  ?  I s  i t  c h i l d r e n ’s  p r a t t l e  t o  s a y  t h a t  V i s h n u ,  t h e  l i f e - g i v e r ,  t o o k  

f o r n t  i n  a  t o r t o i s e  ? F o r  w h a t  p u r p o s e  ?  F o r  p u s h i n g  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  

o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  f o r  b r i n g i n g  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  a  n e w  o r d e r  o f  b e i n g s :  L o r d  

S i t  K r i s h n a  s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  a l l  c r e a t u r e s ,  b i r d s ,  f i s h  a n d  

a n i m a t e ,  h e  d e l i g h t s  t o  s h o w  h i m s e l f  f o r t h  ; a n d  s n r e l y  i n  t h i s  s t a g e  

o f  t r a n s i t i o n  w h a t  a p t e r  f o r m  f o r  t h e  g i v e r  o f  l i f e  c a n  b e  c o n c e i v e d  

t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  Varaha: a l i  t h e s e  t h r e e  A v a t a r a s  w e r e  in  

t h e  S a t y a  T o g a .  T h e n  c a m e  t h e  T r e t f i ,  Y u g a .  B e i n g s  r e s e m b l i n g  

m e n  h a d  p e o p l e d  t h e  g l o b e .  T h e  w o r l d  h a d  a s s u m e d  s h a p e  a n d  f o r m  

m u c h  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  w e  f i n d  i t  n o w .  T h e  h u m a n  f o r m  

h u d  b e e n  e v o l v e d .  T h u s  f a r  p r o g r e s s  w a s  r e a l .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  g r o w t h  o f  f o r m ,  t h e  w o r l d  s t o p p e d .  D a r k n e s s  a n d  i g n o r & o c e  

r e i g n e d  s u p r e m e .  M e n  t h e m s e l v e s  w e r e  n o t  f o l l y  f o r m e d .  T h e y  w e r e  

h a l f - b e a s t  a n d  h a l f - m a n ,  w i t h  t h e  i n s t i n c t s  a l l  b r u t a l ; a n d  t h e y  n a t u r 

a l l y  w o n l d  n o t  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n y  p u r p o s e  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s e n s e s .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  l o o k e d  o n  w i t h  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  T h e  m o r l d  

h a d  y e t  v a r i o n s  s t a g e s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  a n d  N r i s i m h a ,  t h e  M a n -1 i o n  

w a s  b o r n .  P r a h l & d a  h a d  b e e n  a n  e x c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  r a c e  i n  w h i c h  

h e  w a s  b o r n .  H e  a l o n e  c o m p r e h e n d e d  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  h e  w a n t e d  h i s  

k i n g  t o  m o v e  w i t h  h i m .  W h a t  a u d a c i t y  i n  a  c h i l d  ? H i r a n y a k e s i p n  

f r e t t e d  a n d  f o a m e d  a n d  i n v e n t e d  a  t h o u s a n d  d e v i c e s  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  

p r o p h e t  w h o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  h i g h e r  b e i n g  t h a n  h i m s e l f .  W h a t  

H i t i d n  i s  t h e r e  w h o  h a s  h e a r d  w i t h o u t  e m o t i o n  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  s t e a d 

f a s t n e s s  a n d  B a k t i  o f  t h e  g e n t l e  c h i l d ,  w h o  s c o r n e d  a  t h o u s a n d  

t e r r o r s ,  w h o  f a c e d  e v e r y  d a n g e r ,  a l l  i n  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  h i a  f f t i t f i  i u  G o d  ?



P r a h l & d a ’s  t r i u m p h a n t  h o u r  c a m e  w h e n  t h e  A l m i g h t y  p r o v e d  t o  t h e  

w i c k e d  k i n g  t h a t  H e  w a s  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e  a n d  t h a t  H e  

w a s  a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  c a l l  o f  H i s  d e v o t e e s .  T h e  b r u t a l  

k i n g  w a s  c o n q u e r e d  a n d  P r a h l a d a ’s  h e a r t  w a s  g l a d d e n e d ; a n d  t h e  

w o r l d  m o v e d  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r .  Y e t  a n o t h e r  s t a g e  a n d  B a l i ,  t h e  g r e a t  k i n g  

b e c a m e  r u l e r .  H e  w a s  p h y s i c a l l y  a l l  t h a t  m a n  i s  to * < lay . P h y s i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  w a s  c o m p l e t e d .  H e  t h o u g h t  a  l i t t l e  t o o  m u c h  o f  h i m s e l f ,  

o f  h i s  p o w e r s ,  o f  h i s  v a s t  d o m i n i o n  a n d  o f  h i s  r e s o u r c e s .  T b a t  w a s  n o t  

t h e  t y p e  o f  h u m a n  b e i n g  t h a t  G o d  h a d  s e t  h i s  h e a r t  o n  e v o l v i n g .  T h e  

S u p r e m e  t o o k  f o r m  a n d  s h a p e  a s  a  D w a r f i s h  B r a h m i n .  H e r e  w a s  a  

m i g h t y  m o n a r c h  a n d  h e  w a s  t o  b e  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  

m i g h t i e r  t h a n  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e .  I t  i s  a  B r a h m i n  t h a t  b e g g e d  f o r  a  s m a l l  

b o o n .  T h r e e  f e e t  o f  g r o u n d  w a s  a l l  t h a t  h e  c a r e d  f o r .  T h e  g i f t  w a s  

m a d e .  B u t  t h e  d o n e e  w a s  n o  o r d i n a r y  B r a h m i n .  H e  w a s  a n  a n *  

c i e n t  B r a h m i n ,  n o t  a  m o d e r n  B r a h m i n ,  a n d  a l l  B r a h m i n s  c h e e r e d  t h e  

s e n t i m e n t .  W e  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  a l s o  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  

t h e  r e f e r e n c e .  B u t  t h e  B r a h m i n  s o o n  b e c a m e  s o  b i g  t b a t  t h e  g i f t  c o u l d  

n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e d  u n t i l  B a l i  g a v e  h i m s e l f  u p  b o d y  a n d  s o u l  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  

o f  G o d .  T h e  i n s t i l l i n g  o f  w i s d o m  i n t o  t h e  h u m a n  b r a i n  w a s  b e g u n .  

T b a t  w a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  V & m a n a  A v a t a r a .  B u t  t h e  K s h a t r i y a  w i t h  

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  p o w e r  s o o n  m a d e  h i m s e l f  o b n o x i o u s  t o  a l l .  H e  d i d  n o t  

u s e  h i s  p o w e r  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  H e  p l u n d e r e d  t h e m  a n d  

t y r a n n i z e d  o v e r  t h e m .  E v e r y t h i n g  w a s  m a d e  t o  s u b s e r v e  h i s  o w n  p e r *  

s o n a l  w a n t s  a n d  p r e d i l e c t i o n s .  G o d  d o e s  n o t  l o v e  t y r a n t s .  H e  w a n t s  

K i n g s  t o  r u l e  w e l l  a n d  t o  g o v e r n  h o n e s t l y ; a n d  i f  t h e s e  d u t i e s  

a r e  n o t  r e c o g n i s e d ,  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  c h a s t i s e m e n t ;  s o  t h e r e  w a s  

t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  c h a s t i s e r .  T b e  s e c o n d  B r a h m i n  A v a t & r a  c a m e  i n t o  

e x i s t e n c e .  F a r a s u r & m a ,  t h e  s l a y e r  o f  k i n g s ,  w a s  b o r n  a n d  h i s  m i s s i o n  

w a s  t o  t e a c h  e r r i n g  m o n a r c h s  t h e i r  t r u e  d n t y .  T h u s  e n d e d  t h e  T r e t&  

Y u g a .  T h e n  t h e  s e v e n t h  A v a t a r a  u s h e r e d  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  D v a p a r a  

Y o g a ,  t h e  G o l d e n  a g e .  T h e  c h a s t i s e m e n t  b y  P a r a s u r a m a  h a d  i t s  e f f e c t .  

T h e  c h a s t e n e d ,  p u r i f i e d  K s h a t r i y a  s p i r i t  w a s  s p r e a d i n g  i n  t h e  l a n d  : a n d  

G o d  c a m e  d o w n  a s  S rS  R a m a .  T h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B r a h m i n  A v a t a r a  a n d  

t h e  K s h a t r i y a  A v a t a r a  w a s  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l l y  d e p i c t e d .  T h e  f o r m e r  e n d e d  

h i s  m i s s i o n  a n d  g a v e  u p  h i s  p o w e r s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  R & m a . H o w  p r e g n a n t  

w i t h  m e a n i n g ! a n d  h o w  n a t u r a l  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  s c e n e ! M r s .  B e s a n t  

d i d  n o t  d w e l l  u p o n  R a m a  A v a t a r a  a t  a n y  l e n g t h .  I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d o  

j n s t i c e  t o  i t  i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  n u m b e r s  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  I t  i s  a n  A v a 

t a r a  w h i c h  h a s  l e f t  i t s  l a n d m a r k  i n  s o m e  p l a c e s ,  o v e n  m o r e  d e e p l y  t h a n  

t h e  I n c a r n a t i o n  o f  K r i s h n a .  H o w  m a n y  h o m e s  a r e  m a d e  h a p p y ,  h o w  

m a n y  d r o o p i n g  s p i r i t s  a r e  c h e e r e d ,  h o w  m a n y  a f f l i c t e d  h e a r t s  a r e  g l a d *  

d e n e d  b y  t h e  r e c o u n t i n g  o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  s t o r y  o f  t h e  R & m & y a n a ! W h a t  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  w o r l d  c a n  s h o w  a n y t h i n g  t o  c o m p a r e  w i t h  t h e  

g e n t l e  S i t u , — l o v i n g ,  o b e d i e n t ,  t r u s t f u l  i n  h e r  l o r d — t h o u g h  w o m a n l y  

y e t  b r a v e  a n d  a s s e r t i n g  h e r  r i g h t s  a s  a  w i f e  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  a b o u t  t o  

b e  i g n o r e d ,  p a t i e n t  u n d e r  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  o u r  L o r d 's  

p r o w e s s  o n e  d a y  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  h e r  l i b e r a t i o n , — w h a t  a  p i c t u r e  o f  $  f



w i f e 's  l i f e  1 8it&  w i l l  l i v e  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  S o n  a n d  M o o n  l a s t s .  W h a t  a  

b r o t h e r  L a k s h m a n a  w a s ! H o w  d u t i f u l ,  b o w  w a t c h f u l ,  b o w  f a i t h f m i ! 

W h a t  c o u n t r y  e a n  p r e d a t e  s a c h  a  t y p e  -a f b r o t h e r l y  l o v e  ?  O f  R a m a ,  

w e  w i l l  n o t  s p e a k .  H e  i s  t o o  m u c h  f o r  n s  a t  p r e s e n t .  60 i s  L o r d  S r i  

K r i s h n a .  H e  i s  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  t o - m o r r o w  a n d  w e  w i s h  o n r  y o u n g  

g r a d u a t e s  w i l l  n o t  m i s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  h e a r i n g  t h e  True 
One p o r t r a y e d  b y  t h e  e l o q u e n c e  o f  M r s .  B e s a n t .  T h e n  c a m e  t h e  

B n d d h a  A  v a t  ft r a .  H e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  H i n d u  p a n t h e o n .  I t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t o  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  a  B u d d h a  o n l y  i n  I n d i a .  W h a t  r e n u n c i 

a t i o n ,  w h a t  a  s w e e t n e s s  o f  d i s p o s i t i o n  a n d  w h a t  a n  a b n e g a t i o n  o f  

s e l f  t h e  w o r l d  w i t n e s s e d  i n  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  P r m c e - p r i e s t .  B a t  f o r  w h o m  

w e r e  b i s  t e a c h i n g s  i n t e n d e d  ?  T h e y  w e r e  m e a n t .  f o r  n a t i o n s  w h o  b a d  

n o t  t h e  i n h e r i t e d  c a p a c i t y  t o  g r a s p  t h e  V e d i c  t r u t h s .  T h e  H i u d a  

n a t i o n  h a d  t i l l  t h e n  h e l d  t h e  f i e l d .  O t h e r s  w e r e  g r o w i n g  u p .  T h e m  

d i d  n o t  k n o w  h u m i l i t y  a n d  c h a r i t y .  T h e y  h a d  n o t  t b e  a c c u m u l a t e d  

w i s d o m  o f  a g e s  t o  b a c k  t h e m  u p .  T h e y  h a d  t o  b e  t r a i n e d  i n  t l i e  p a t h s  

o f  v i r t u e  a n d  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  T h e y  n e e d  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s .  

T h e r e  w a s  n o  Vai'ndsrama o r  c a s t e  d i s t i n c t i o n  f o r  t h e m .  Y e t  t h e y  

o u g h t  t o  b e  t a u g h t  e t e r n a l  t r u t h s .  T h e y  o u g h t  t o  b e  t o l d  t b a t  p o w e r  

n n d  w e a l t h  w e r e  g i v e n  f o r  t b e  b e n e f i t  o f  m a n k i n d  a n d  n o t  f o r  s e l f -  

a g g r a n d i s e m e n t .  T h e y  o u g h t  t o  b e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  

b e c o m e  o n e  w i t h  G o d  b y  g o o d  d e e d s  a n d  b y  s e l f - l e s s  w o r k .  T h i s  w a a  

p r e a c h e d  t o  t h e m  b y  L o r d  B u d d h a .  M r s .  B e s a n t  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h e  v i e w  

t h a t  L o r d  B u d d h a  w a s  l e s s  o f  a n  A v a t & r a  a n d  m o r e  o f  a  p r e a c h e r .  H e  

w a s  t h e  € r s t  p e r f e c t  m a n - G o d .  H e  h a d  s h o w n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  n a a n ' s  

a t t a i n i n g  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  b y  h i s  o w n  g o o d  w o r k .  I t  m a y  b e  d o u b t e d  

w h e t h e r  B u d d h a  w a s  n o t  a n  A v a t a r a  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  P a r a s u r a m a  w a s .  

H e  h a d  a l l  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a  G o d  i n  h i m  a o d  a l l  h e  d i d  a s  a  G o d .  

W h a t e v e r  m a y  b a v e  b e e n  h i s  m i s s i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  d o n b t  t h a t  h e  

s p o k e  a n d  a c t e d  t h e  G o d .  I n  t l i e  v i e w  t a k e n  b y  M r s .  B e s a n t ,  s h e  n a *  

t n r a l l y  s a i d  t h a t  B u d d h a  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  o n e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

h i m s e l f ,  n a m e l y ,  b y  B a g h a v a n  S a n k a r a c h a r y a .  S r i  S a n k a r a c h a r y a  

w a s  a  t e a c h e r ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  t e a c h e r s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d .  

T h e  w o r l d ' s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  t h i s  m i g h t y  i n t e l l e c t  i s  o n l y  s l o w l y  

b e i n g  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  t h e  d a y  i s  n o t  f a r  d i s t a n t  w h e n  h i s  i n s i g h t  

a n d  g r a s p  o f  t r u t h  w i l l  b e  h a i l e d  a s  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

G o d .  M r s .  B e s a n t  f i n a l l y  a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  l a s t  A v a t & r a  y e t  t o  c o m e .  

G o d  i s  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  H i s  l i e u t e n a n t s  

a n d  a b i d i n g  H i s  t i m e .  W h e n  H e  d o e s  c o m e ,  s i n  a n d  e v i l  w i l l  b e  

s w e p t  o f f  t h i s  g l o b e  a u d  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  b e  

c o m p l e t e d .  T h e  c y c l e  w i l l  e n d  a n d  a  n e w  a n d  h a p p i e r  e x i s t e n c e  w i l l  

d a w n  u p o n  m a n k i n d .  M r s .  B e s a n t  c l o s e d  h e r  t h i i d  l e c t u r e  w i t h  t h i s  

r e f e r e n c e .  H e r  h e a l t h  h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t h e  m e n t a l  

s t r a i n  s h e  i s  p u t  t o ,  a n d  w e  p r e y  t h a t  s h e  m a y  b e  s p a r e d  l o n g  t o  v i v i f y  

H i n d u i s m  a n d  t o  b r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  w i s d o m  t o  a l l .

t —.... ■;



G lo r io u s  w a s  th e  th e m e  d is c u s se d  a n d  m a g n if ic e n t  t h e  d isc o u rse . 
T h e  w o n d e rfu l  d e c d s a n r i  te a c h in g  o f  th e  L o rd  fo u n d  t h e i r  a p t  e x p o s i tio n  
i n  th e  m a tc h le s s  e lo q u e n c e  o f th e  l e c tu r e r .  F r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  S r i  K r i s h n a  
a n d  h i s  d e v o te d  e x p o u n d e r  h e ld  t h e  a u d ie n c e  s p e l l-b o u n d .  T h e  
U p a n is h a d s  h a d  s a id  t h a t  sp e e ch  is  p o w e r le s s  to  p o r t r a y  th e  L o rd  a n d  
t h a t  m in d  is  n o t  im a g in a t iv e  e n o u g h  to  c o n ce iv e  H is  w o n d ro u s  p o s s ib i
l i t ie s .  B u t  i f  e v e r  sp e e c h  w a s  c a p a b le  o f  d e l in e a t in g  to  a n y  e x te n t  th e  
m a je s ty  o f S r i  K r is h n a ,  i t  w a s  th e  u n r iv a l le d  e lo q u e n c e  o f th e  g i f te d  
l a d y  t h a t  le c tu re d  th i s  m o rn in g . W e  c o n fess  to  a  d o u b le  in c a p a c i ty  in  
d e a l in g  w ith  th e  s u b je c t .  T h e  L o rd  S r i  K r i s h n a ,  t b e  s u b je c t ,  d e f ie s  
d e s c r ip t io n ,  a n d  M rs . B e s a n t 's  e lo q u e n c e  th is  m o r n in g  m a k e s  i t  m o re  
d if f ic u l t  fo r  u s  to  g iv e  a d e q u a te  e x p re s s io n  to  t h e  t h o u g h ts  t h a t  c ro w d  
u p o n  us. I t  w a s  m u s ic  a n d  n o t  sp e e c h  t h a t  e n th r a l l e d  th e  a u d ie n c e . 
H e r  h e a r t  w a s  f u l l  a n d  s h e  sp o k e  h e r  h e a r t  u n r e s e r v e d ly .  W e  
s h a l l  th e r e f o r e  t r y  w i th  a l l  h u m il i ty  to  g iv e  e x p re s s io n  a s  w e ll  a s  w e 
c a n  to  t h e  id e a s  t h a t  t h i s  m o r n in g ’s p e r fo rm a n c e  h a s  g e n e r a te d .

M a h a d e v a , M rs . B e s a n t  s a id ,  a t t r a c t s  o n ly  th o s e  t h a t  h a v e  re n o u n c e d  
t h i s  w o r ld . T h a t  a s p e c t  o f  g o d h e a d  is  to o  h ig h  fo r  t h e  o r d in a r y  m o r ta l  
t o  fathom*. A  lo n g  c o u rse  o f t r a in in g ,  a n  a u s t e r e  p r a c t ic e  a n d  a  d e te r 
m in a t io n  to  g iv e  u p  th i s  w o r ld  a r e  t h e  n e c e s sa ry  p r e l im in a r ie s  f o r  b e - 
c o m in g  v o te r ie s  o f M a h e s v a ra .  N o t  so  w ith  S r t  K r i s h n a .  H e  - is  t h e  
G o d  o f t h e  c h ild  a n d  o f th e  g ro w n -u p  m a n , o f  th e  s in n e r  t h a t  s e e k s  r e 
d e m p tio n  a n d  o f th e  v i r tu o u s  h o u se h o ld e r , o f  w o m e n  t h a t  h a v e  f a l le n  
off a n d  o f a n g e lic  w iv e s  t h a t  a r e  d e v o te d  to  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  o f  th e  B r a h 
m in  a n d  th e  K s h a t r iy a ,  a n d  o f th e  S f td ra  a n d  th e  C h a n d a la .  H e  is  t i e  
G o d  o f a l l  a g e s , o f  n il n a tio n s ,  o f a l l  p e o p le s , o f  a l l  ra c e s .  “  I n  w h a t 
e v e r  fo rm  you  m a y  in v o k e  th e  G o d , y o u  a r e  r e a l ly  c a l l in g  u p o n  m e .”  S o  
s p a k e  th e  L o rd . T o  a p p r o a c h  h im  n o  p re v io u s  a u s t e r e  p r a c t ic e s  a r e  
n e c e s sa ry .  T o  o b ta in  h is  in te r v e n t io n  n o  sp e c ia l fo rm  o f p r a y e r  is  n e e d 
e d .  H e  i s  th e  G od  o f th e  w re tc h e d  a n d  o f th e  p o o r  a n d  b r in g s  c o n so la 
t io n  a n d  g o o d -w il l  to  a ll .  H e  is , in  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  g i f te d  la d y , t h e  
G o d  o f  love, o f l a u g h te r ,  o f jo y  a n d  o f m i r th .  W h e r e v e r  H e  i* w o r 
s h ip p e d , th e r e  so rro w  c a n n o t  be  ; w h e r e v e r  H e  is  in v o k e d , th e r e  d a n g e r  
d a r e  n o t  l u r k  ; w h e r e v e r  H e  is  s o u g h t  a f t e r ,  t h e r e  e v il  s h a l l  n o t  e x i s t ; 
H e  b r in g s  jo y  a n d  c o m fo r t  to  a l l  t h a t  a p p e a l  to  h im . T h e s e  w e re  th o  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  th o  G o d  t h a t  e n d e a r e d  h im  to  e v e ry  o n e  a n d  a p p e a le d  

to  e v e ry  h e a r t .

M rs . B e s a n t  s a id  t h a t  th e r e  w e re  tw o  a s p e c ts  o f th c  A v a ta r a  w h ic h  
sh o u ld  b e  k e p t  in  m iu d . T h e  h is to r ic  f a c t  o f b i r th  a n d  o f d e e d s  d o u e , 
a n d  th e  s p i r i tu a l  a s p e c t  o f  th e  p u rp o se  a n d  m e a n in g  o f  tlie  d e e d s  a n d  o f 
th e  s a y in g s .  I t  is  n o t  a  fa b le  t h n t  w e n re  d e a l in g  w i th ,  n o r  a re  t h e  
f a c ts  c o m p re h e n s ib le  p u r e ly  f ro m  th e  h is to r ic  p o in t  o f v ie w . T h e  fu l l  
m e a n in g  c an  b e  g r a s p e d  o n ly  b y  th o se  t h a t  k e e p  iu  m in d  b o th  th e  h i s 
to r y  o f th e  A v a ta r a  a n d  th e  d e e p e r  p u rp o s e  w h ic h  th e  in c a r n a t io n  w a s  
in te n d e d  to  a c c o m p lish .  W i th  th e s e  p r e l im in a r y  r e m a rk s ,  s h e  p ro c e e d -



c d  t o  s k e t c h  o u t  t h e  h e a d s  u u d e r  w h i c h  s h e  p r o p o s e d  t o  t r e a t  h e r  s u b 

j e c t .  S h e  d i v i d e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  L o r d  i n t o  s e v e n  a c t s  a n d  s h e  e l a b o r a t 

e d  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p a r t s  b y  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f r o m  t b e  L o r d 's  l i f e .  E a c h  

m a n ’s  l i f e  i s  a  d r a m a : s o  s a y s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o e t  o f  E n g l a n d .  B u t  e v e r y  

o n e  d o e s  n o t  p i n y  h i s  p a r t  a s  w e l l  a s  i t  o u g h t  t o  b e .  I t  i s  t h i s  f a i l u r e  

t o  a c t  t h e  p a r t  w e l l  t h a t  c a u s e s  l i e a r t - b n r n i n g  a n d  m i s e r y .  T h e  L o r d  

G o d  a l s o  p l a y e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  w h i c h  H e  h a d  c o m e  d o w n  t o  a c t .  

W o u l d  t h e  w o r l d  l e a r n  a  l e s s o n  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t e s t  A c t o r  o f  a l l  ?  W o u l d  

h e  o r  s h e  t a k e  t o  h e a r t  t h e  l e s s o n s  w h i c h  e a c h  p a r t  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  

c o n v e y  b y  t h e  d r a m a t i s t ?  T h a t  w a s  H i s  m i s s i o n .  H e  a c t e d  f o r  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d ,  f o r  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  h u m a u  r a c e ,  a n d  H i s  

a i m  w a s  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  l o s t  u p o n  t h e  w’o r l d .

T h e  C h il d .

T h e f i r s t  p a r t  w a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  w i n s o m e  c h i l d  o f  G o k u l a  a u d  o f  B r i n -  

d a v a n a .  W h a t  a  c h i l d  ?  S u k a  B r a h m a n  i n  t h e  B h i g a v a t a  l i n g e r s  m o s t  

n p o n  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  L o r d 's  w o r k .  T h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  e x e r 

c i s e d  o v e r  a l l  t h a t -  c a m e  n n d e r  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  w a s  e n o r m o u s .  H u s b a n d s  

d i d  n o t  t h i n k  o f  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  n o r  w i v e s  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  P a r e n t s  f o r g o t  

t h e i r  o w n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  l o o k  u p  t o  t h e m .  E v e n  o o w s  

n e g l e c t e d  t h e i r  c a l v e s  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  n o t  d r a w n  t o w a r d s  t h e  

f o r m e r .  T h e r e  w a s  o n e  B e i n g  t o w a r d s  w h o m  a l l  e y e s  t u r n e d  a n d  

t o  w h o m  a l l  h e a r t s  o p e n e d .  M a n  a n d  b e a s t  f o r g o t  t h e i r  v o c a t i o n s  

i u  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  L o r d .  H i s  s p e l l  w a s  s u p r e m e .  H i s  s w a y  

w a s  i n d i s p u t a b l e .  T h i s  w o n d r o u s  c h i l d  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  

s t a n d  b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  lo v e d  h i m .  H e  w a n t e d  t h e  w h o l e  

h e a r t  a n d  h e  w o u l d  b r o o k  n o  r i v a l  in  t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n s  t o w a r d s  h i m .  

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  p h a s e  o f  h i s  l i f e  w h a t  b l a s p h e m i e s  h a v e  b e e n  

u t t e r e d ?  T h i s  c h i l d  a t t a c h e d  t o  h i m s e l f  a l l  t h a t  c a m e  u n d e r  h i s  

p o w e r — m a n ,  w o m a n  a n d  b e a s t .  T h i s  m a g n e t i s m  o f  t h e  L o r d  

h a s  b e e n  t w i s t e d  a n d  d i s t o r t e d  i n t o  m e a n i n g  6e x u a l  i m m o r a l i t y .  

M r s .  B e s a n t  s a i d  t o  s u c h  i n s o l e n t  r e v i l e r s :  “  B e  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  c l e a n l y  

i n  y o u r  h e a r t  a n d  y o u  w o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  a r i g h t  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  L o r d . ”  

H i s  l o v e  w a s  n o t  t h e  l o v e  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  m a n  ; H i s  l o v e  w a s  e t h e r e a l  

s p i r i t u a l .  H e  l o v e d  H i s  c h i l d r e n ; H i s  h e a r t  y e a r n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e m .  

H i s  c h i l d r e n — G o p i s  a n d  g r o w n  u p  m e n , — w e r e  d r a w n  t o  h i m ,  h e a r t -  

w h o l e .  M r s .  B e s a n t  h e r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t w o  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  L o r d ’s  

l i f e  w h i c h  b l a s p h e m y  t a k e s  h o l d  o f ,  t o  i n s u l t  a n d  a n n o y  t h e  d e v o t e e s  o f  

t h e  L o r d .  W h a t  w*as t h e  p e r i o d  in  l i f e  o f  t h e  L o r d  w h e n  t h e s e  o c c u r 

r e n c e s  w e r e  r e l a t e d  ?  H e  w a s  b e t w e e n  6ix  a n d  s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d  

t h e  a c c n s a t i o n  i s  t h a t  h e  h a d  i m m o r a l  i n t i m a c y  w i t h  t h e  G o p t s  a t  t h i s  

a g e .  W i t h  t i n e  s a t i r e  s h e  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  t r a d u c e r s  h a v e  e v e r  r e a d  

t h e  h i s t o r y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c r i t i c i s i n g .  I t  i s  d i s t o r t e d  i m a g i n a t i o n  t h a t  

i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  c a l u m n i e s .  T h e  e s o t e r i c  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  

G o p - s  b e i n g  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  c l o t h s  a n d  o f  t h e  Rdm lridd  w a s  t o l d  in  

l a n g u a g e  o f  s u b l i m i t y  a n d  o f  d i g n i t y .  E l o q u e n c e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  

f i n e r  o r  n o b l e r  t h a u  t h a t  w i t h  w h i c h  M r s .  B e s a n t  d e p i c t e d  t h e  B o y  G o d .



S h e  l i n g e r e d  l o n g  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  s h e  s e e m e d  u n w i l l i n g  t o  l e a v e  

t h i s  C h i l d  a n d  t o  t a k e  H i m  o n  t o  H i s  n e x t  s t a g e .

T he D estroyer of E y il .

T h e  n e x t  p a r t  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  p l a y e d  w a s  t b a t  o f  t h e  e r a d i c a t o r  o f  

e v i l .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  m o r e  i m m e d i a t e  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  A v a t a r a .  M a n y  a r e  

t h e  w o n d e r f u l  f e a t s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  h i m .  A n  a r m y  o f  s i n n e r s  h a d  t o  b e  

r e m o v e d  f r o m ’t h e i r  s p h e r e  o f  e v i l  i n f l u e n c e .  P f t t b a n & , B a k a s u r a , K a m s a ,  

S i s u . p d l a  h a d  b e e n  t h e  c e n t r e s  o f  w i c k e d n e s s  a n d  o f  e v i l .  E a c h  i n  h i s  

t u r n  h a d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  e a r t h ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  e v o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  m i g h t  n o t  b e  r e t a r d e d  i n  i t s  p r o g r e s s .

T h e  S ta te sm a n .

H i s  t h i r d  p a r t  d e l i n e a t e d  w a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  s t a t e s m a n  a n d  o f  t h e  

p o l i t i c i a n .  H o w  w is e ,  h o w  t a c t f u l ,  h o w  f a r s e e i n g  w e r e  t h e s e  k i n d l y  

a c t s  ! A s  c o u n s e l l o r ,  a s  a m b a s s a d o r ,  a n d  a s  p e a c e m a k e r ,  t h e  p a r t  w a s  

p l a y e d  w o n d e r f u l l y  w e l l .  T h e  m a i n  o b j e c t  i n  v i e w  w a s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h 

m e n t  o f  l a w  a u d  o f  o r d e r  a n d  t h e  r e p l a n t i n g  o f  g o o d  a n d  o f  h o n e s t y .  

W i t h  t h a t  s t e a d i l y  i n  v i e w ,  t h e  role o f  t h e  s t a t e s m a n  w a s  m o s t  e x c e l l e n t 

l y  p l a y e d .

T h e  F r ie n d .

T h e  p r i v i l e g e  w h i c h  t h e  P a n d a v a s  e n j o y e d  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  h a s  

b e e n  t h e  t h e m e  o f  m a n y  a  n a r r a t i v e .  T h e  c o r d i a l i t y  a n d  g o o d - w i l l ,  

t h e  u n s w e r v i n g  s t e a d i n e s s  a n d  t h e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  f r i e n d s h i p  w h i c h  t h e y  

w e r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  e n j o y  a r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  L o r d 's  l i f e  w h i c h  

m a n y  d e v o t e e s  d e l i g h t  t o  d w e l l  u p o u .  T h e  f o r t u n a t e  A r j u n a  h a d  t b e  

g r e a t e s t  s h a r e  o f  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e .  T o  h i m  G o d  w a s  e v e r y t h i n g .  A r j u n a  

l i v e d  i n  t h e  L o r d  a n d  t h e  L o r d  d e l i g h t e d  i n  h i s  c o m p a u i o n s h i p .  H o w  

m a n y  H i n d u  f e m a l e s  w i t h  t e a r s  o f  j o y  in  t h e i r  e y e s  r e c o u n t  a l m o s t  

e v e r y  d a y  t h e  e p i s o d e  o f  t h e  s a v i n g  o f  D r a u p a d i  f r o m  d i s g r a c e  P S r i  

K r i s h n a  i s  t h e  id o l  o f  t h e  H i n d u  h o m e ,  t h e  l o v i n g  t h e m e  o f  H i n d u  d i s 

c o u r s e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  s t e a d f a s t  f r i e n d s h i p  t o  t h e  P a n d a v a s  a n d  b e c a u s e  

o f  H i s  u n f a i l i n g  i n t e r c e s s i o n  i n  t i m e s  o f  d i s t r e s s  a n d  o f  d i f f i c u l t y .

T h e  G i t a c h a r y a .

I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  w r i t e  a d e q u a t e l y  o f  t h e  L o r d ’s  c h a r a c t e r  a s  t e a 

c h e r .  H e  c a m e  t o  t e a c h  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  h e  p o u r e d  h i s  p r e c e p t s  i n t o  t h e  

e a r  o f  H i s  b e l o v e d  d i s c i p l e .  A r j u n a  w a s  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  

p r i c e l e s s  b o o n ,  w h i c h  t h e  w o r l d  f r o m  o n e  e n d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  m u s t  s o o n e r  

o r  l a t e r  a c k n o w l e d g e  a s  t h e  n o b l e s t  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  u p o n  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  

l i f e .  T h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  i t s  e x p o s i t i o n  w a s  u n i q u e .  T t w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

t e l l  a  brave m a n ,  w h e n  s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i u s t  t h o s e  n e a r e s t  a n d  d e a r e s t  t o  

h i m ,  t h a t  h e  w a s  b u t  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  a  h i g h e r  p o w e r  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  

n e i t h e r  t h e  s l a y e r  r . o r  w i l l  h e  b e  s l a i n .  D u t y  f o r  d u t y ’s  s a k e  s h o u l d  b e  

d o n e ; a n d  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  d u t y  t h e  d o e r  h a s  n o  r e a s o n  t o  c a l c u l a t e  

n p o n .  T h e  B a g h a v a d  G i t a  i s  a  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  w h i c h  t h e  H i n d u  n a t i o n  

i s  p r o u d  a n d  t h e  e x p o n e n t  o f  i t s  s a c r e d  p r e c e p t s  w i l l ,  a s  y e a r s  p a s s ,



be recognised te  the trae  A c h a ry a  of a ll m ankied, irrespective o l c a sle

o r  c r e e d .

T h is  S e a r c h e r  o f  t h e  H e a r t s  o f  M e n .

M r s .  B e s a n t  n e x t  d w e l t  n p o n  t b e  L o r d ’s  l i f e  a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  b i s  

e n d e a v o u r  t o  p n r i f y  a n d  e n n o b l e  t b e  p e r s o n s  w b o m  H e  lo v e d .  H e  

p l a c e d  t e m p t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w a y  t o  6e e  b o w  f a r  t h e  s o u l  w a s  p r e p a r e d  

t o  e m b r a c e  H i m .  H e  t e s t e d  f r i e n d s  t o  s e e  h o w  f a r  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  t o  

h i m  w a s  r e a l .  I t  i s  f o o l i s h  t o  s a y  t h a t  G o d  h i m s e l f  p l a c e d  t e m p t a t i o n s  

i n  t h e  w a y  t o  m i s l e a d .  H o w  c a n  t h a t  b e  ?  W h a t  i s  t h e r e  t b a t  i s  n o t  d o n e  

b y  h i m  ?  E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  m o v e s  o b e y s  h i s  c o m m a n d .  B u t  t h e  t e m p t a -  

t i o u s  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  i n w a r d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  s o u l .  I t  w a s  t h e  

s u r g e o n 's  k n i f e  a n d  n o t  t h e  m u r d e r e r ’s  t h a t  w a s  e m p l o y e d .  T o  w e e d  

o u t  t l i e  e v i l  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o b j e c t  ; a n d  t l i e  l e a r n e d  l e c t u r e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  

t h i s  v i e w  b y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  f e w  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  t h e  L o r d .

AS THE SUPREME LORD*

I i i  t h e  V isvaru p a, S r f  K r i s h n a  h a d  s h o w n  t h a t  h e  w as above f o r m  

a n d  s h a p e .  B y  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  e f f e t e  K s h a t r i y a  r a c e  H e  w a n t e d  

t o  p a v e  t h e  w ay f o r  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  peoples* p a rtak in g  of t h e  

t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  L o r d .  I n d i a  n e e d s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r s  t o  prepare h e r  

f o r  h i g h e r  t h i n g s .  I t  w a s  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  h e r  r e a l  c o n q u e r o r s  w e r e  t h e  

E n g l i s h .  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  i s  s p o k e n  e v e t y w h e r e  a u d  b y  e v e r y  

o n e .  T l i a t  l a n g u a g e  a l o n e  c a n  g i v e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  t h o  p r i c e l e s s  t r e a s u r e s  

e x i s t i n g  w i t h i n  h e r .  T h e  w o r l d  w i l l  b e c o m e  p n r e r  a n d  n o b l e r  b y  t h i s  

c o n t a c t ,  a n d  I n d i a  h i g h e r  b y  i t .  I t  w a a  o n  p u r p o s e  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  S r i  

K r i s h n a  h a d  b r o k e n  d o w n  t h e  K s h a t i i y a  p o w e r  i n  I n d i a .  B u t  I n d i a n s  

m u s t  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  L o r d  t o  h a v e  h i s  n e x t  A v a t & r a  i n  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  w h i c h  h e  l o v e s  s o  w e l l .  I n d i a  h a s  b e c o m e  d e g e n e r a t e d .  I n d i 

a n s  h a v e  n o t  u n d e r s t o o d  t l i e  n o b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  

o f  t h e i r  G o d .  M r s .  B e s a n t  i m p l o r e d  t h e m  t o  b e  p r o c d  o f  s u c h  p r i c e 

l e s s  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  t o  b e  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  a n d  t o  s o  c o n d u c t  t h e m s e l v e s  

t h a t  t h o  G r e a t  G o d  m a y  s t i l l  d e l i g h t  t o  b e  b o r n  h e r e  in  t h e i r  m i d s t .

I t  w a s  a  s p l e n d i d  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  t h e  o p i n i o n  w a s  u n i v e r s a l  t b a t  

n e v e r  b e f o r e  h a d  s h e  s p o k e n  w i t h  s u c h  e f f e c t  a n d  s o  e l o q u e n t l y .  P r o b 

a b l y  i t  w a s  t h e  t h e m e  t h a t  e n a b l e d  h e r  t o  s o a r  s o  h i g h .  B n t  t b e  p u 

r i t y  o f  h e r  h e a r t  a n d  b e r  u n a b a t e d  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  l a n d  o f  h e r  a d o p t i o n  

s u p p l i e d  t b e  s t i m u l u s  w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  h e r  s o  s p e a k  s o  e a r n e s t l y ,  

s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  a n d  w i t h  s u c h  e f f e c t .  W e  s i n c e r e l y  e c h o  t h e  w o r d s  

o f  t b e P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r ,  t h a t  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  t b e  L o r d  S r i  K r i s h n a  

a n d  o f  t h e  R i s h i s  o f  t b i s  h o a r y  l a n d  m a y  a c c o m p a n y  h e r  w h e r e v e r  s h e  

g o e s ,  a n d  m a y  e n a b l e  h e r  t o  w o r k  o a t  t h e  m i s s i o n  s h e  h a s  s e t  h e r  h e a r t  

u p o n  f u l f i l l i n g ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a n d  w e l l .

Note.-*- A s  s o o n  a s  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  c a n  s u p p l y  t h e  c o p y  a n d  M r s .  B e s a n t  

n a n  f i n d  t i m e  a n d  s t r e n g t h  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  M S S . ,  t h e  w o r k  w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  

i n  t h e  u s u a l  f o r m  n n d  a t  t h e  u s u a l  p r i c e ,  R e .  1 .— Ed. Theosophist.



R E C E I P T S . A m o u n t . E X P E N S E S .  | A m o u n t .

i
R s . A . P .

i R s . A . !**•

B a l a n c e  o n  2 5 th  D e c e m b e r^  
1 8 9 8  . . .  . . .  ...! 2 5 ,1 1 3 5 7

T r a n s f e r r e d  to  th o  H e n d ■ 1 
q u a r t e r s  F o n d  .. .  ! 5 0 0 o 1 o

I n t e r e s t  o n  P .  O . S a v in g s  
B a n k  a / c  f o r  1 8 9 8 -9 9  . . . 0 3 0

R e c o v e r e d  t h e  L o a n  g iv e n  t o  
T h e o s o p h i s t  O ffice 5 0 0 0 0

B a l a n c e . . .
5 0 0

2 5 ,1 1 3

| 
C 

X 
|

O
7

T o t a l  R s .  .. 2 5 ,6 1 3 8 7 T o t a l  R s . . . . 2 5 ,6 1 3 7

A N N I V E R S A R Y  F U N D .

R E C E I P T S . A m o u n t . E X P E N S E S . A m o u n t .

R s . A . p . R « . A . P .

B a l a n c e  o n  2 5 th  D e c . 1 8 9 8 .. 51 0 1 F e e d i n g  p o o r  g u e s t s  a t  l a s t
C o n v e n t io n 11 14j 0

D o n a t io n s  :— T a id  e x t r a  s e r v a n t s  d o 0 0
B a la n c e  p a i d  t o  p a n d a l

M a le e rn o n  B r a n c h  T . S . 5 0 0 c o n t r a c t o r  .*.! 21 3 4r> *
K a r n r  B r a n c h  T .S .  . . . 5 0 0 F e e d i n g  a t  t h e  c a s t e  k i t c h e n . 3H 21'J 9

A d y a r  L o d g e  T .  S . 2 0 0 0 V ic t o r ia  P u b l i c  H a l l  f o r  1 8 9 9 . i d 0 O
N a n d y a l  B r a n c h  T . S . 5 0 0 S u n d r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t e l e g r a m s ,

C u d d a p a h  d o 5 0 0 s h e e t s ,  e a r t h e n  p o ts ,  a n d

M r .  K a n n a n  N a m b i a r 2 5 0 0 o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  . .  < 3 8 3 6

„  J a p a n n a t h a  R n jn 2 0 0 A d v a n c e  to  p a n d a l  c o n t r a  *

„  S .  K r i s h n a s a t n i  I y e r  ... 1 0 0 t o r  . . . j 6 5 0 0

„  S .  V e n k a t a s u 'u b ia h  . .  , 1 8 0 A d v a n c e  to  c a s t e  k i t e h e n  . . .  1 5 0 1 o 0

„  H a n u m a n t h a  C h a r i * 0 0 L o a n s  r e t u r n e d 125 0 0
„  P a n c h a p a g e s a  S a s t r i 1 0 0
„  C . R a m ia h 1 0 0
„  T .  R . L a k s h m a n a  P i l l a i . . 2 0 ()
„  J .  N a g a b u s h a n a m 1 0 0
„  A . K . S e e t a r a m a  S a s t r i . 2 0 0
„  S a n j i v i a h 2 0 0

K h a r u b d e ,  A m r a o t i 2 5 0 0
N e l l o r e  B r a n c h  T . S . 5 0 0
M r . A . Y e n k a t a k a n n i a h 5 0 0

„  V e n k a t a n a r a s i a h 1 0 0
„  T .  V a s u d e v a  H o w 2 0 0
„  V . S u d a r s a n a  M o o d a l ia r . 3 0 0
„  G . S a n k a r a  R o w 1 0 0
„  W .  V e n c a t a  R o w 5 0 0

M a d a n a p n l le  B r a n c h  T . S . . . . 17 0 0
M r . J .  S r in iv a s a  R o w 1 0 0 0

, t A . N a n j n n d n p p a 1 5 0 0
„  R .  S e s h ia h 0 0

C a r r i e d  o v e r . . . 22 2 8
I1

C a r r i e d  o v e r . . . 6 9 7 7 7



RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSES. Amount.

Rs.
i

A.1 ; Bs. A. P.

Bronght forward... 222
1
, 8
i

1 Brought forward... 697 ?! 7

Mr. 8. Xnraaoji 1
11

00 1
An P. T. S., through the t

f i 1
President T. S. 10 ! 00 .

Mr. T. N. ltamachendra Iyer. 15! 0 0 1
Salem Branch T. S. 10 ,! 0! o |
A friend, through the Presi ■ I

dent T. S. 10 0 0
1

Mr. V. K. Desikachariar .. 71 0 0 i
1
I

„ B. Nageswara Iyer 2 i 0 | c 1
Bangalore Branch T, S. 10 0 0 i |
Mr. A. Ramasawmi Sastri ... 5 0 0 i

„ M. V. Vasudeva Iyer ... 5 0 0
„ A. Sapthariahi Iyer 2 0 0 j

Justice S. Subramania Iyer... 100 0 0 i i
Mr. T. V. Gopaloswami Iyer. 15 0 0 i I

„ T. S. Sivarama Iyer ... 5 0 0 j !
„ V. Sundararamiah 5 o 0

i

,, V. Yenkataseshiah 10 0! 0 i
Coimbatore Branch T. S. ... 10 1

0: 0 1
Bellary Branch T. S. 9 4 0 |
Madras do 5 0 0 j
Gudivada do 3 0 0 ' 1

1
Bezwada do 2 0 0 i t
Mr. K. Srinivasa Iyer 2 0 0 | 1

,, N. Pichai Pillai 10 0 0
„ M. Snbramanier 2 0 0 i

Chittoor Branch T. S. .. 1 10 0 0 ■ i i
Tirnvellur Branch T. S. ...! 15 0 0 | i
Mr. P. Kesava Pillai 5 0 () i I i

„ J. P. Bhaskeraraya 3 0 0 i 1 i
„ A. Nanjundappa 10 0 0 ! t

Palghat Branch 5 0 0 i • -
Madanapalle Branch 8 0 0 I i
Amount received for shed ... 24 4 9 !
Coffee Contractor 3 0 0 1
Temporary loan taken from! , 1

other Fund8 155

|

I

0 0 1 ,■ 
i

1

l
1

097 7 ‘ 7

Balance... 18
l

9; 3

Toftal Ra.... 716 0 10 Total Rb.... 716 0,10
1



H E D A U U A R T E R S  F U N D .  

1899.

RECEIPTS. Amount* EXPENSES. Amount.

Balance on 25th December 
1898
Donations 

Mrs. Ida R.Patoh, Pittsburgh 
Mr. P. Nanjunda Naidu, 

Hassan 
„  Davitt D. Chidester, 
America

„ A. F . Knudsen, Hono
lulu £30
,, X. Ramaswami Naidu,, 
Kotur

„ Anantaram Shosh, Cal 
catta

„ A. Schwarz, Colombo.. 
„ Anantrai Nathji Mehta, 

Bhaunagar 
„ Ivan Agueli

‘ E.’
M»\ C. Sambiah 
Entrance Fees and annnal 

dues of unattached for* 
eign members 

Travelling expense a/c 
Recovery of loans to other 

funds
Interest on mortgages 
Sale of garden produce 
Sundries 
Loans raised 

26 «/0 Dues :—
European Bection T. S. 
American do do 
New Zealand Section 
Australian do 
Scandinavian do 
Dutch 8eotion 
Indian Section 
Buenos Aires 
For cost of Bas-reliefs

Rs.

707

45

30

446

10
310

84
1

10
19

110
131

988
2,847

142
13

1,590

1,383
1,006

117
152
335
139

1408
145
100

P.

Food expense for guests 
3 Postage and Telegrams 

Printing and Stationery 
Repairs and construction 
[Travelling expense 

0’Stable expenses 
ISundries 

0 Establishment Charges 
Loans returned 

8 Loan

Rs.

75
161
361

4,552
738
347
747

2,036
1,835

100

P.

10
6
5 

11
3
0
6 
6 
8 
O



l i b r a r y  f u n d .  

i m .

RECEIPTS. j Amount. EXPENSES. Amount.

Rs. A. P.
i

Rs* j
t

A jP.

Balance on 25th December Establishment Charges 564.' li 8
1898 690 10 6 Purchase of books ..J 150j 12; o
Donations :— Binding charges 21 oi 0

Mr. Janardhan Sakharam Subscription to Periodicals...! 12 4 0
ftadgil 100 0 C Freight and Postage ... j 5 1 6

„ T. M. Sundaram Pillai ... 50 0 0 Fnrnitnre ...1 14 8 0
An F. T. S. of Barm* (N. G. Sundries ...! 25 6 6

C.) 600 0 r Loans retnfned - 750 0 1 o
Mr. C. Sambiah 19 8 0 Loan giren 2500 0
Dr* F. W. Harrison 80 0 0
Mr. Maneklal Jelabhai 3 0 (J
D. B. R. Sooria Rao Naidn... 20 0 0
Mr. A. Venkatfckanniah 2 0 0
„ V. K. Desikachariar 3 0 0
„ P. Kesava Pillni 2o 0 0 |
Babu Norendro Nath Sen,

Calcutta 200 0 0 1
Sale of books from Library.. 28 12 0
Loan taken from other

Funds 355 Oi 0
Interest from P. 0 . Savings

Bank 0 8 0

1j l

Balance.. j 226
t

15
i!10

Total Rs.... 2,020 1 6 Total Rs.... 2,020 1 6

T .  S U B B A  R A O  M E D A L  F U N D .

RECEIPT. Amount.
I

EXPENSES. j Amount *

Rs. A. P. Nil. | Rs. A. P.

Balance on 2oth December i
1898 1,225 8 7 1

Interest from Post Office
1

Savings Bank for 1898*99. 20 14 3

Total Rs.... 1,246 6 10
1 • i1



RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSES. Amount

Ra. A. P. Rs. A P.

Balance ou 25th Dec. 1896. 148 9 3 White Lotus day expense ... 26 2 8

Donations:—

Mr. V. C. Seshaohariar 
„ B. Banga Reddy 

8tudents’ Centrum, Amster
dam

25 0 0
n

Medal to Mr* Govinda Pillai 
for making H. P. B.’s sta
tue 6 0 0

1

104

U

9 5 Balance...
32

263
2
0

i 00 
o 

|

Total Rs.... 1 285 2 8 Total Rs.... 285
i

2 8

F A N C H A K A  E D U C A T I O N  F U N D .

RECEIPTS. Amount EXPENSES. j Amount,

Rs. A. P. Rs. A p.

The Olcott Pension Fund, in Purchase of Kodambakam
cluding advnnoe made to Property 1,219 0 0
Library Fund and 0 . F. S. 3,077 11 2 Cost of repairing the same... 475 0 0

The Blavatsky Memorial Salaries ... 884 2 2
Fund including advance Books purchased .,. 70 7 0
made to Library Fund ... 3,235 0 1 Cooking class 0 . F. School 28 6 6

Individual minor sobscrip- Kent of the School ground do 72 0 0
tions for H. P. B. A O. F. Sundries... 262 J 8
SehooU in 1898-99 328 14 6 Advance to Teacher 20 0 0

Gift of £150. by an English Amount lent to Library Fund 1,200 0 0
Theosophist, cashed by the ----— ' _1—
Madras Bank ... 2,241 3 11

G ift by an European F. T. 8. 2,000 0 0
Mr. T. Sadasiva Iyer (Rs. 30

paid and included in the
individual minor snbns.) 20 0 0

Mrs, J. H. Domingos, Sacra
mento 7 8 0

Mr. J . M. Boys, Mangalore... 20 0 0
„ Stcherbatchoff, Colom

bo ... 30 0 0
„ W. A. E . ' and Della E. E* 10 0 0 *
„ J . L. Page, 8ukkur 10 0 c f i
„ Alexander Fullerton, New 1

York ................. 14 13 0 I
„ B. Sooria Row, Vizagapa I1

tam ... 1 io 0: o
Anantaram Ghosh. Cal
cutta 39 8 0

„ A. Govinda Charlu, My-
sore 20 0 0

Interest on mortgage to end
of Nov. 1890 ... 437 8 0

Government grant on 0. F.
School, 1898 ................... 185 0 0 4,231 sr 4

Advance recovered 20 0I 0 'Balance... 7.47Em L 4

Total Its... . 11,707r 2 ai
i

Total Rs..... 11,701r 5. .



The President of the Theosophical Society•
Dear Sib  and Brother,

In Accordance with rale 29 of the roles as revised in General.Council mt tbe 
Society for the year from 25th December 1898 to 25th December 1899 and foond 
former hy letters from the parties who remitted the money, and the la tte r by 
Col. Olcott. We suggest for the favorable consideration of the President th a t s 
work done or in ready caBh, be kept for each Fund so that we may a t  a glance be

A ccount curren t o f  the  T lieosvph ica l S o c ie ty  f o r  the  p e r io d  fro m

R e c e i p t s .

P a r t i c u l a r s  o f  R e c e ip t s .
B y  C a s h . B y  t r a n s f e r .  T o t a l .

1
(■rand Total.

B a la n c e  o f  
P e r m a n e n t  
A n n iv e r s a r y  
L ib r a r y  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  
S u b b a  R o w  M e d a l 
B la v a t s k y  M e m o r i i  
O lc o t t  P e n s io n  
W h i t e  L o tu s

P e r m a n e n t  
A n n iv e r s a r y  
L i b r a r y  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  
S u b b a  R ow  M e d a l 
B la v a ts k y  M e m o r i i  
O lc o t t  P e n s io n  
W h i te  L o tu s

Fuuds -

A n n iv e r s a r y  d o  
L i b r a r y  d o
H e a d q u a r t e r s  d o  
S u b b a  R o w  M e d a l 

F u n d
B la v a t s k y  M e m o r ia l

O lc o t t  I ’e n s io n  
W h i t e  L o tu s

d o
d o

| KB. . A.
1 I
P. RS. A.i p .

.

. RS.
j

A.J P.

F u n d ...
1

2 5 ,1 1 3 5 7
d o **• I 51 (J1 1
d o 5 9 0 10i- 6 '
d o 7 0 7 0 i| 3 '
d o 1 ,2251 8 7

J  d o J 2 ,691 12t 5t
d o 8jff81 | 7 ! 6
d o 148 9

__1

F u n d 5 0 0  3 0  . . . ! ..
i

5 0 0 i 3 0
d o . . .  6 1 5  0 9  50 0 0 6 6 5 > 0 <1 9
d o ... ; 1 ,0 7 0 | 7 Ol 3 5 0 '! o 1 0 1 ,4 2 9 7 ° l
d o . . .  9 ,3 0 9 1 3 9  2 ,2 6 9 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 ,5 7 8 3 t 9'
d o ... j 2 0  U 3! . . . 1 2 0 14J 3.

1 d o 5 3 | 3 8  . . . 5 3 ! 3 8;
d o 53 ; 3 8! . . . 5 3 ! 3 8i
d o 1 3 6  9 1 5 136 ! 9 ;»

Total... 1 1 1 ,7 6 7 :1 3 6! 2 ,6 6 9 1 ®
1 0 14 ,436

i
13

,

6

o n  d i f f e r e n t  j

RS. A. P. ' ! i

2 5 ,1 1 3 8  7 !
18 9  3 1

226 15 10
1,329 0 5 1

1,246

d

6 10

253 0 0

28,187 8 11  *
1

RS. A. P.

— 33,019 6 2

— 1 4 ,4 3 6  13 6

4 7 ,4 8 6  3; H
IV



C o n v e n t io n  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 8 9 ? ,  w e  h a v e  c a r e f u l l y  e x a m in e d  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  
t h e m  c o r r e c t .  T l ie  s e v e r a l  i t e m s  o f  r e c e i p t s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e  a r e  s u p p o r t e d ,  t h e  
v o u c h e r s  f r o m  t h e  p a r t i e s  w h o  r e c e iv e d  t h e  p a y m e n t s  a n d  b y  a c c o u n t s  s ig n e d  b y  
s e p a r a t e  a c c o u n t  s h o w i n g  t h e  lo a n s  a n d  a d v a n c e s  g iv e n  a n a  r e c o v e r e d  e i t h e r  b y  
a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  lo a n s  a n d  a d v a n c e s  t h a t  a r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .

25Ih December 1898 to 25th December 1899.

P artic u la rs  of Outlaws.

O u t l a y s .

B y C ash *  I B y  t r a n s f e r .  1 T o ta l . Grand Total.

P e r m a n e u t  F u n d
A n n iv e r s a r y  d o
L i b r a r y  d o
H e a d q u a r t e r s  d o
S u b b a  Ro>v M e d a l  d o  
B la v a ts k y  M e m o r i a l  d o  
O lc o t t  1 'e n s io n  d o
W h i t e  L o tu s  d o

677 i 7 j 7  
793 ll 8 

I 10 ,761! 3  7

2 .7 4 5  0  
2 ,5 7 4 1 1  

32j 2

T o t a l . . .  1 1 7 ,5 8 3  10! 9

B a la n c e  o f
A m o u n t  l e n t  t o  B a b u  S r i  inn  n t  ra i  

a n d  K r i s h n a  U o w  n t  lOfc p e r  
p e n t ,  o u  m o r t g a g e  o f  L a n d s  in  
t b o  N o r th -V Y e s t P r o v in c e s  

A m o u n t  l e n t  t o  M r* O . C u n d a -  
s w a m y  M u d a l ia r ,  li is  b r o t h e r  
a n d  h is  m in o r  s o n s ,  o u  m o r t g a g e  
o f  B u i l d in g  a t  10} p e r  c e n t .  . . .  

D e p o s i t  in  M a d r a s  B a n k  a s  p e r  
B a n k  P a s s  B o o k  . . .

P o s t  O ffice  S a v in g ’s  B a n k  D e p o s i ts  !

b s . a . r .

P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  10  0  0
A n n iv e r s a r y  d o  3  2  0
H e a d q u a r t e r s  d o  1 0 6  5  0
L i b r a r y  d o  6  7  9
S u b b a  R o w  M e d a l d o  1 ,2 4 6  3  0

C a s h  in  L o n d o n  o n  W a c h tm e i s t e r  
H a n k  ( L i m i t e d )  iu  t h e  n a m e  o f  
11. S . O lc o t t

C a s h  in  t h c  s a f e

Total R s .. .

RS.

5 0 0
20

1,000
1 9 5

A. P. RS.

1 ,715 ; 0

0  5 0 0
0  (597
01 1 ,7 9 8  
0  10 ,9 5 6

2 ,7 4 5  0  
2 ,5 7 4 4 1  

3 2 1 2

Oi 1 9 ,2 9 8

20,200

! 5 ,0 0 0  

! 1 ,1 8 6

10

0 0

1 ,3 7 2

1 2 9

4 9 9

2 6

6' 0

15

RS. A. P.

I
I

1 9 ,2 9 8 1 0 | 9

2 8 ,1 8 7  8 1 1

C . S A M B I A H .

S .  V . R A N G A S W A M I  A I  Y A N  G A R ,



u

As Revised in General Council, July 9 ,  1 8 9 6 .

C o n s t i t u t i o n .

1 . T b e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  S o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  w a s  f o r m e d  a t  N e w  Y o rk *  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  o n  t h e  1 7 t h  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 7 5 ,  i s  t h e  

“  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y . ”

2 .  T h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ’a r e  :

I .  T o  f o r m  a  n u c l e n s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  H a m a n i t y ,  

w i t h o n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  r a c e ,  c r e e d ,  s e x ,  c a s t e  o r  c o l o n r .

I I .  T o  e n o o a r e g e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e  r e l i g i o n ,  p h i l o s o p h y  

a n d  s c i e n c e .

I I I .  T o  i n v e s t i g a t e  u n e x p l a i n e d  l a w s  o f  N a t u r e  a n d  t h e  p o w e r s  

l a t e n t  i n  m a n .

3 .  T b e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  n o  c o n c e r n  w i t h  p o l i t i c s ,  c a s t e  

r u l e s ,  a n d  s o c i a l  o b s e r v a n c e s .  I t  i s  u n s e c t a r i a n ,  a n d  d e m a n d s  n o  a s s e n t  

t o  a n y  f o r m u l a  o f  b e l i e f  a s  a  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s h i p .

Membership.
4. E v e r y  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  m n s t  b e  m a d e  o n  a n  

a u t h o r i z e d  f o r m ,  a n d  m u s t  b e  e n d o r s e d  b y  t w o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  

a n d  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ; b u t  n o  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  a g e  s h a l l  b e  a d *  

r n i t t e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e i r  g u a r d i a n s .

5 .  A d m i s s i o n  t o  m e m b e r s h i p  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  P r e s i 

d e n t  o f  n  B r a n c h ,  < th e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  a  S e c t i o n ,  o r  t h e  R e c o r d i n g  

S e c r e t a r y ; a n d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  s h a l l  b e  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r ,  

b e a r i n g  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t - F o u n d e r  a n d  t h e  s e a l  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y ,  a n d  c o u n t e r s i g n e d  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n  

o r  t h e  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  T .  S . ,  a c c o r d i n g  a s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  r e s i d e s  

w i t b i n  a  s e c t i o n a l i z e d  o r  n o n - s e c t i o n a l i z e d  t e r r i t o r y *

Officers.

6. T h e  S o c i e t y  s h a l l  h a v e  a  P r e s i d e n t ,  a  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  a  R e c o r d 

i n g  S e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  a  T r e a s u r e r .

7 .  T h e  P r e 8i d e n t . F o u n d e r ,  C o l o n e l  H .  S .  O lc o tt ,  h o l d s  t h e  o f f ic e  

o f  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  l i f e ,  a n d  l i a s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  

n o m i n a t i n g  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .

8. T h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  i s  s e v e n  y e a r s  ( s u b j e c t  t o  i h e  

e x c e p t i o n  n a m e d  i n  R u l e  7 ) .

9 .  T h e  P r e s i d e u t  s h a l l  n o m i n a t e  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  

e l e c t i o n  b y  t h e  S o c i e t y .  T h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ’s  t e r m  o f  o f f ic e  s h a l l  e x p i r e  

u p o n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  n e w  P r e s i d e n t .

1 0 . T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  t h e  o f f ic e s  o f  t h e  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  a u d  

t h e  T r e a s u r e r  s h a l l  b e  v e s t e d  i u  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .



1 1 . T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  b e  t h e  c u s t o d i a n  o f  a l l  t h e  a r c h i v e s  a n d  

r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  s h e l l  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  T r u s t e e *  a n d  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  f o r  p r o p e r t y  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  S o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e  

i s  p o s s e s s e d .

1 2 .  T b e  P r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  m a k e  p r o v i s i o n a l  

a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  f i l l  a l l  v a c a n c i e s  t b a t  o c c a r  i n  t h e  o f f ic e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  

a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  p o w e r s  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  t h e s e  R a l e s .

1 3 .  O n  t h e  d e a t h  o r  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t b e  P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i 

d e n t  s h a l l  p e r f o r m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  d u t i e s  u n t i l  a  s u c c e s s o r  t a k e s  o f f ic e .

Organization.
1 4 . A n y  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  m a y  a p p l y  t o  b e  c h a r t e r e d  a s  a  B r a n c h ,  

t b e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

o f  t h e  n e a r e s t  S e c t i o n .

1 5 .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  h a v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  g r a n t  o r  r e f u s e  a p p l i 

c a t i o n s  f o r  c h a r t e r s ,  w h i c h ,  i f  i s s u e d ,  m u s t  b e a r  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  a n d  t b e  

s e a l  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  b e  r e c o r d e d  a t  t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .

1 6 . A  S e c t i o n  m a y  b e  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  oS t h e  S o c k  t v ,  

u p o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s e v e n  o r  m o r e  c h a r t e r e d  B r a n c h e s .

1 7 .  A l l  C h a r t e r s  o f  S e c t i o n s  o r  B r a n c h e s ,  a n d  a l l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  

m e m b e r s h i p ,  d e r i v e  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  f r o m  t h e .  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  m a y  b e  

c a n c e l l e d  b y  t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r i t y .

1 8 .  E a c h  B r a n c h  a n d  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  m i k i n g  i t s  

o w n  R u l e s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  { r u l e s  o f  t h e  

S o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  R u l e s  s h a l l  b e c o m e  v a l i d  u n l e s s  t h e i r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  b e  

r e f u s e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .

1 9 .  E v e r y  S e c t i o n  m u s t  a p p o i n t  a  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  w h o  s h a l l  

b e  t h e  c h a n n e l  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  

S e c t i o n .

2 0 .  T h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  e a c h  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t ,  a n n u a l l y ,  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  1 s t  d a y  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  a  r e p o r t  o f  

t h e  w o r k  o f  h i s  S e c t i o n  u p  t o  t h a t  d a t e ,  a n d  a t  a n y  t i m e  f u r n i s h  a n y  

f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t b e  P r e s i d e n t  m a y  d e s i r e .

Administration.
21. T b e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r o l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  i s  

v e s t e d  i n  a  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  

a n d  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r i e s .

22. N o  p e r s o n  c a n  h o l d  t w o  o f f ic e s  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l .

Election of President.
2 3 .  S i x  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t b e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  a  P r e s i d e n t ' s  t e r m  o f  o f f ic e  

h i s  s u c c e s s o r  s h a l l  b e  n o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  t h e  

n o m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  b y  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  

S e c r e t a r i e s  a u d  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y .  E a c h  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  

fo lc e  t h e  v o t e s  o f  h i s  S e c t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  r o l e f y  a n d  t h e  R e c o r d i n g



S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  t a k e  t h o s e  o f  t .h e  r e m a i n i n g  m e m b e r s  e f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  A  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  v o t e s  s h a l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e le c -  

t i o n *

Headquarters.
2 4 .  T h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  A d y a r ,  

M a d r a s .  I n d i a .

2 5 .  T h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A d y a r  L i b r a r y ,  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  a n d  o t h e r  F u n d s ,  a r e  v e e t e d  

i n  t b e  T r u s t e e s ,  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  a p p o i n t e d  

o r  a c t i n g  u n d e r  a  D e e d  o f  T r u s t ,  d a t e d  t h e  1 4 t h  d a y  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 9 2 ,  

a n d  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  C h i n g l e p u t  D i s t r i c t  O f f ic e ,  M a d r a s ,  I n d i a .

2 6 .  T h e  f e e s  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  T r e a s u r y  b y  B r a n c h e s  not 
comprised within the limits of any Section a r e  a s  f o l l o w s : F o r  C h a r t e r ,  

£ 1 ; f o r  e a c h  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  M e m b e r s h i p ,  5 s . ;  f o r  t h e  A n n u a l  S u b s c r i p t i o n  

o f  e a c h  m e m b e r ,  5s . o r  e q u i v a l e n t s .

2 7 .  U n a t t a c h e d  M e m b e r s  n o t  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a n y  S e c t i o n  o r  B r a n c h  

s h a l l  p a y  t h e  u s u a l  5 s . E n t r a n c e  F e e *  a n d  a n  A n n u a l  S u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  
£  I  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  T r e a s u r y .

2 8 .  E a c h  S e c t i o n  s h a l l  p a y  i n t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  T r e a s u r y  o n e - f o u r t h  

o f  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  r e c e i v e d  b y  i t  f r o m  a n n u a l  d u e s  a n d  e n t r a n c e  f e e s .

2 9 .  T h e  T r e a s u r e r ’s  a c c o u n t s  s h a l l  b e  y e a r l y  c e r t i f i e d  a s  c o r r e c t  

b y  q u a l i f i e d  a u d i t o r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .

Meetings.
3 0 .  T h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  m e e t i u g  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  s h a l l  b e  h e l d  a t  

A d y a r  a n d  B e n a r e s  a l t e r n a t e l y ,  i n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  D e c e m b e r . *

3 1 .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  c o n v e n e  s p e c i a l  
m e e t i n g s  a t  d i s c r e t i o n .

3 2 .  T h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  r e m a i n  i n  f o r c e  u n t i l  a m e n d e d  b v  
t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l .

Finance.

Revision.

T r n e  C o p y .

C .  W . L e a d b e a t f r ,

O f f i c ia l .

H .  S .  O r.co T T , P .  T .  S .

Secretary to the Meeting of Council.

S u b je c t  t o  r a t i f i c a t io n  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l - C o u n c i l ,



O F F I C E R S

OF T H E

T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y

U N I V E R S A L  B R O T H E R H O O D .

P re s id e n t.

H e n r y  S .  O l c o t t .

(L ate Colonel S . C., W a r Dept., U. S . A -)

V ice -P re s id en t.

A l f r e d  P e r c y  S i n n e t t .

R eco rd ing  S e c re ta ry .

W m . A .  E n g l i s h ,  M . D .

T reasu re r-  

T.  V i j i a r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,

G eneral S e c re ta r ie s  o f Sections.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n , A m erican Section . 
A ddress: 5 , U n iversity  P lace, N ew  York.

H o n . O t w a y  C u f f e ,  E uropean Section .
A d d ress: 28, A lberm arle S t., L ondon W .

A. M a r q u e s , D . Sc., A ustralasian Section .
A d d ress: 42, M argaret S t . ,  Sydney, N . S . W . 

H  ..................................

AND

B e r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y , M .A. 
U p e n d r a N a t h  B a s u , B . A . ,  L L . B .  

A d d r e ss: Benares, N .-W . P .

|  Indian Section . *



P .  K r i c  L i l j e s t r a n d ,  S c a n d i n a v i a n  S e c t i o n .  

A d d r e s s  : Jorstensonsgatan 12 , S tock h olm r Sw eden .
C -  W .  S a w d e r s , N e w  Z e a l a n d  S e c t i o n .

A d d r e s s :  ^TtittiaL L ife  B n ik lm gs, L ow er Q ueen S t
A u c k l a n d ,  N..Z-

"V< 4 'U>ri  ̂ S e ^ t l
' • .OTV.SS: ’/>. n

D r . T r r .  P a s c a l ,  P r c n c l ;  S cctioM .
A d d r e s s :  1 1 6 , R u e  S t .  D o m i n i q u e ,  P a r i s .

P r e s i d e n t ’^  P - r : r a t e  S e c r e t a r y  : M i s s  N - h t t a  K .  T \ " i ‘h k 3- 

A ' l d i e s s :  A d y a t j  M a d r a s ,
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(Corrected up to December 1899)*
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F IN A N C IA L  ST A T E M E N T .

T be fo llow in g  receipts from  28tb A u g u st to  27th Septem ber 1899 a r e  
acknow ledged with than lcs:—

H eadquarters F und . rs. a . »\
M r. P . E . L iljestrand, G eneral Secretary, Scandinavian S ection

T. S. 2 5 ° /0 £ 2 2 .6 .1 0  ............................................................................... 835 2  0
Mr. C. Sam biah C hetty  G aro, M ylapore ... ... ... 1 8 O’
Mr. A nantaram  G hosh, C alcutta  . ..  ... ... ... 10 0  0

L ibrary F und .
A n F . T. S. of Burm a, for A u g u st 1899 ... ... ... 50 0  0
Mr. C. Sam biah C h etty  Garu, M ylapore ... ... . ..  1 8  0*
Mr. A . V enkatakanniah, N am akal ... . ..  ... ... 2 0  0

W hite L otus F und.
Students* Centrum , A m sterdam , £ 7 ,  Check, through M ercantile

B ank of M adras... . ..  . ..  . .. ... ... 104 9 5-

P anchama E ducation F und.
B abu A nantaram  G hosh, through  th e  A ssista n t Secretary, Ind ian

8ection  T . S . ... . ..  . ..  ... . . .  . ..  39 8 0
B o w  Bahadur B . Sooria B ow , D onation ... . ..  . ..  10 0  0
M r. A lexander F u llerton , N ew  Y ork, £1 ... ... . ..  14 13 0
M r. J . L. P age, Sukkur, D onation . ..  . . .  . ..  ... 10 0  0

A dyar, M adras, ) T. V ijiaraghava C harlu,
27th  Sep tem ber  1899. > T ream rer, T . 8 .

N O T IC E  TO G E N E B A L  S E C B E T A B IE S .

The G eneral Secretaries o f a ll the Section s o f th e  T heosophical Sooiety  
are respectfu lly  requested to  send in  their  A nnual B eports to  tn e  P resident- 
F ounder, in  season to  be received at onr A d yar H eadquarters by th e  
m iddle  o f Decem ber. B eports from  S ection s ou tsid e of Indta should, th ere
fore, be posted not la ter  tnan  the fifteenth o f Novem ber.

W. A . E nglish,
----------  R ecording Secretary .

N E W  B B A N C H E S .

To the P re tid e n t-F o u n d er :—
I beg to  inform  you  thut a charter has beeu issued  th is th ird  day o f  

A u g u st, to  J u liu s G ugel, G ustavo B iid iger, Frau Johanna BQ diger, F ran  
H elene L em ke, F ran lein  A u g u sta  G iercke, F raulein  E m m eline K opperm ann  
and F rau lein  Clara Foerstem ann, to  form  a B ranch of th e  T heosophical 
S o c iety  in C harlottenburg, G erm any, to  be known as the 44 C harlottenbarg '* 
Branch.

O tw a t Cukpe, 
General Secretary.

Sh



Ou A ugust 17th, a  ch a rte r was issued to  th e  W hite  L otus T. S., P ie r re ,  
South  Dakota, w ith 7 ch a rte r  m em bers. T he P res iden t is D r. O scar H . M a n n , 
the Secretary  is M rs. M ay T. G underson. T here a re  now 69 Branches in  th e  
A m erican Section.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n ,
General Secretary.

In  Ind ia  th ree new B ranches have been form ed, in B ettiah , H ugli, a n d  
X andaber, and  “ The Sim la H im alayan .Esoteric T. S ./ ' w hich had b een  
d o rm an t, is now revived.

S C A N D IN A V IA N  S E C T IO N .
T he G eneral Secre tary  of the  Scandinavian  Section of the  Theosophical 

Society  reports th a t  the  C onvention of h is Section of th e  T. S., fo r th is  y e a r  
was held a t G o thenburg  on th e  29oh and 30th of May, and  th a t the  E x ecu tiv e  
C om m ittee  of the Section elected a t  the Convention consists of 

M r. P. E. L iljestrand , G eneral S ecre tary  and  C hairm an,
D r. Em il Z ander, V ice-C hairm an,
Mr. O skar Z ander, T reasurer,
Mrs. F anny  In g e s tr6m,
Mr. F red rik  L und ,
M r. N ils A ppelbom and  the  P residen ts of th e  Lodges.

H IN D U  G IR L S ’ SC H O O L.
In  our A ugust issue we called a tten tion  to the  u rg en t needs of the  H in d u  

<J ir is’ School a t Triehinopoly. There had been a  serious falling  off of su b 
scriptions, so th a t th e  very life of th e  school was endangered. Such  a  s ta te  
(if th ings is tru ly  lam entable. T here a re  com paratively few schools in  
In d ia  where su itable facilities a re  offered for the p roper education  of H in d u  
g irls, and  the  f»*w th a t a re  established m erit th e  fa ith fu l sup p o rt of a ll educa
ted  H indus. T h is school is conducted under the  auspices of th e  H in d u  
Religious U nion. T hough its financial suppo rt has sligh tly  im proved since 
we last called a tten tion  to th is  m atte r , there  is still a  serious deficiency to  bo 
supplied. Theosophists, especially, o ugh t to  be m indful of th e  educational 
needs of th e ir H indu  sisters. H um anity  can never m ake sa tisfactory  p ro 
gress so long  as ha lf its mem bers (the fem inine portion) a re  allowed to  pass 
their, lives in ignorance, any m ore th an  a  b ird  w ith one w ing clipped can  fly 
heavenward'. The full developm ent of both wings a re  necessary. H u m an ity  
has too long been try in g  to  fly w ith one of its w ings only ha lf developed. 
M e n t a l i t y  has its  fem inine as well as its  m asculine side, and  u n til th e  ele
m ents of the form er are  also b rough t to bear upon the  needs of society, the 
hideous b lunders which have so often characterised  the exclusively m asculine 
efforts a t  adm in istra tion  w ill continue. E ducation  does no t make woman 
less am iable, affectionate o r useful, but, instead, en larges h er capacities in 
these directions. Does any  one suppose th a t M adam e B lavatsky, M rs. 
Besant, Miss E dger, o r o thers whom we m ig h t m ention, would have been 
more useful m em bers of society, had they been allowed to  grow up  unedu 
cated  ? T he possession of any faculty  of body o r m ind is sufficient w arran t 
for its culture and  tra in ing . B ut argum ents hard ly  seem necessary in  so plain 
a  case. L et those who are  tru ly  in terested  in the fu tu re  welfare of In d ia  
bestir them selves, and give evidence of th e ir  sym pathy by some substan tia l 
aid in support of in stitu tions in th e ir v iciu ity  established to  give educational 
facilities to those who are  to become the  m others of In d ia 's  ch ildren.

There is a  class of m em bership called “ Fellows of the  H indu  R eligions 
U nion.” the  m inim um  life subscrip tion  to which is Rs. 1 0 , and these proceeds 
go to th e  G irls’ School Fund . M onthly subscrip tions can be easily  given 
also. Are there  no t fifty H indus, who will give one o r two rupees peV m onth 
for the  upkeep of th is school?

R em ittances may be sent to  Panchapagesa S a s tr is a l, b . a . ,  S ecre ta ry  to  
the  H indu Religious Union, and M anager of the H indu  Girls* School, 
T riehinopoly.

---------  W . A . E .



C H H A N D O G Y A  U P A N IS H A D .

W e bave received the  th ird  volum e of the  U panishad series—CliUaado- 
gya, P a r t  I.,-—published by V . C. Sesbacharri, b . a . ,  b . l . ,  and, p rin ted  by
G. A. N atesan  &  Co., M adras. We hope to  notice th is  work in  ou r Review 
colum ns next m onth.

T H E  C E N T R A L  H IN D U  C O L L E G E .
W hile collections are  being m ade for th e  C entral H indu  College build ings 

there  is still qu ite  a  deficit in tbe  m onthly expenses. I f  each m em ber of tbe 
T. S. in  In d ia  who really sym pathises w ith th is  educational movem ent would 
m ake a  sm all contribution  each m onth, for ru n n in g  expenses, the  work would 
go on much easier. Secre taries of B ranches could forw ard to  B enares the 
sum s collected, m onthly.

A N O T H E R  F R E E  SC H O O L FO R  PA N C H A M A S.
T he “ D am odar F ree  School ” fo r Pancham as was opened on th e  *27r.h 

ultim o, a t  Teynam pet, M adras, by Miss S . E. Palm er, B. Sc., P. K rishnasw a- 
my P illay , and others, Colonel O lcott and  Dr. English reg re tted  th e ir  inab ili
ty  to a tten d —both  being absen t from  M adras. F u rth e r  p articu la rs  will be 
given in the  N ovem ber num ber.

SO C IE T Y  F O R  T H E  P R O T E C T IO N  O F T H E  L IV E S  O F A N IM A L S  *
W e H indus have been called very  often an d  by maAy races a  deeply 

relig ious and  pious nation . W e have been accustom ed to look on all th ings 
fr^m  a  G od-fearing point of view and  th is has n a tu ra lly  mado us k ind and 
sym pathetic b re th ren  to a ll created  objects.

One special branch of sym pathy for which we have been famous in all 
tim es is o u r kindness to anim als. A ryans have alw ays had a  certain  
am ount of g ra titu d e  to  those voiceless c rea tu res who helped them  w ith  skin* 
to  w ear, w ith m ilk to d rink , l t  was probably ou t of th is g ra titu d e  th a t  o u r  
first ancestors began to w orship th a t typ ical benefactor “ tbe Cow.’’ W e can 
easily understand  the enthusiasm  and  earnestness w ith  which ou r Sastras 
proclaim  the  holiness of th a t anim al and  ou r devotion to it. I t  was w ith a 
view to  show to  the  w orld the extrem e sym pathy  we had w ith all c rea tu res  
in  general, and w ith th e  cow in  particu la r, th a t ou r S r i K rish n a  assum ed 
the  titles of Gopala and  Govinda— which mean th e  P ro tec to r of the  cow. Such 
being then  ou r obligation to  the cow th a t  we milk, to  the  horse th a t we ride, 
to  th e  ca ttle  th a t  are  ou r m ain-spring in  m atters of ag ricu ltu re , and  indeed to 
all the anim al creation  which serves man in one way o r  ano ther, i t  is ou r 
bouuden d u ty  to be g ra tefu l to them , to  show onr sym pathy to them , to  relieve 
them  from  the sufferings of disease w ith in  and cruelty  w ithout. F a r  from  our 
ever hav ing  been w anting  in  th is  sym pathy, we have been doing our best 
ind iv idually  to  m itiga te  tb e ir  m iseries ss  much as possible. I t  m ay perhaps 
be fam iliarly  known th a t  th e  G u jeratis have been w orking w ith  success iu 
o th er p a rts  of Ind ia , an In s titu tio n  called P&njrapole whose exact object is 
the  P rotection  of the  lives of Anim als. O ur desire now is to in troduce the  
sam e system  and the sam e In s titu tio n  into  th is p a r t of ou r country .

The exact purpose for which th is  In s titu tio n  will be s ta rted  and m ain tain
ed is th e  tak in g  in of infirm , d iseased anim als, g iv ing  them  she lte r and 
cu ring  them  of th e ir sufferings and  in sho rt tak in g  care of them  w henever 
they requ ire  care.

B u t i t  may perhaps be said th a t all these objects, o r alm ost a ll of them , 
a re  now being fulfilled by th a t In s titu tio n  which is known to us uuder the 
fam iliar nam e of the  Society for the  P revention  of C ruelty  to A nim als. 
B nt we have to answ er th a t  in  the first place ou r p resen t proposals are  
w ider in  th e ir  scope and  more com prehensive in th e ir  purpose. O ur

* [ The object o f w hich th is circular treats is a m ost worthy one and w e wish it 
abundant success.— Ed. Note.]



Society is to Protect the Lives of Animals, and tbe S. P. C. A. is to 
Prevent cruelty to animals; ours is to afford general Protection and theirs a 
particular form of it, vie., Protection from cruelty. In short, their ideal 
forms only a part of our scheme. The S. P. C. A. here confines itself to 
giving some medical aid to suffering animals when they are unfit to be worked. 
But our proposals would go further, take hold of all old infirm animals 
horses or cows or other cattle, to support which their owners might not have 
tlie wherewithal, graze them and maintain them at the cost of the Society 
till the animals become fit to work again, and would take care of such of the 
old, worn out animals uufit to be used, to the end of their lives. The S. P— 
C. A. again does an act of what it calls charity but of what we would 
prefer to call mistaken sympathy—we mean their shooting down of 
Hnimals suffering from, or supposed to be suffering from, incurable or 
interminable diseases. Our first objection to this is that what we call 
hopeless cases of disease might possibly end in recovery; secondly, that 
there is no guarantee at all that what is called incurable is really such, and 
thirdly, apart from these considerations there is no sanction either in the 
moral or religious Code of Laws for the shooting down of these animals.

Thus it will be seen that while the objects of the P&njrapole are so - 
noble, so many fold and so wide, those of the S. P. C. A. are much more 
restricted and in one respect at any rate misconceived.

It is then to achieve all the objects of that P&njrapole that our present 
efforts should be directed. Onr Presidency is that part of India which 
is most in need of it. Our object, therefore is to establish a Pinjrapole or 
Jantu Samrakshana Sala. or what we might call in English a Society for the 
Protection of the Lives of Animals, on a sound and permanent basis in 
Madras. Our enlightened brethren whose sympathy towards animals 
is so deeply rooted in their hearts should come forward with liberal 
hands to help a movement, the necessity for which we have established 
just now and the importance of which is so admitted by us all. _ Is 
it not then a duty which our countrymen owe the animal creation, 
to protect them, to feed them, to relieve them? Should they not 
do their best towards making the movement a success by helping it with 
generous and liberal donations P It is earnestly hoped that our countrymen 
will join together for this noble cause and strive their utmost to carry out 
the idea by making it an accomplished fact.

L. GOVINDAS,
Founder & Honorary Secretary.
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F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T .

T h e  fo llo w in g  r e c e ip ts  from  2 8th  S e p te m b e r  to  27feh O ctob er 1899, a r e  
a ck n o w le d g e d  w ith  th a n k s

H e a d q a r t e r s  F u n d . k s . a . p .

S r . A le ja n d r o  S oron d o , B u en o s A ir e s , B r a n c h  d u es  o f M em bers
o f  R o sa r io  d e  S a n ta  F 6 . ... . . .  . . .  52 8  0

„ A . S ch w a rz , C olom bo, D o n a tio n  . ..  . . .  ... ^10 0  0
M ah in d a  C o lle g e  co n tr ib u tio n  fo r  2 n d  C ey lo n  to u r  o f  P -T .S . .. .  60 0  0
C o lo m b o  T . 8 .  fo r  th e  sa m e .. .  . . .  . . .  ... 36 8  0
A  F r ie n d  a t  C o lom b o  fo r  th e  sa m e  . . .  . . .  . . .  15 0  0

L i b r a r y  F u n d .

A n  F .T .S . o f  B u r m a , S u b sc r ip t io n  . . .  . . .  . . .  50 0  0

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .

M r. N . P ic h a i P il la i , V a d a ra m a n , S u b sc r ip t io n  p ro m ised  a t
la s t  C o n v en tio n  ...  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  10 0  0

A d y a r ,  M a d r a s ,  \  T . V i j i a r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,
2 7 th  O ctober, 1899. j  T reasu rer, T. 8 .

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  IN  C E Y L O N .

Colonel O lcott reached hom e from  his second and final v is it  o f the year to  
'C eylon, on th e  15th u ltim o , in  excellen t health and sp ir its. H is  work w as  
m ainly  for the benefit of M ahinda (B ud dh ist) C ollege, G alle, for w hich he g o t  
subscribed  nearly  R s. 9,000 tow ards th e  erection  o f a  bu ild ing, on a  

-desirable s ite  w hich has been in the possession  of the T rustees as a school- 
hou se  site  for a num ber of years. In  the course of h is work, the P resident 
v isited  m any v illa g es  in tbe Southern and W estern Provinces, deliver in g  
tw enty-five  lectures on  E ducational and M oral subjects, especially  u r g in g  
th e  B ud dh ists to  observe th e  fifth  S ila , the one which forbids the ta k in g  of in 
tox ica tin g  sp ir its and stu p efy in g  drugs. I t  is encouraging to know th a t b is  
exhortation s produced good resu lts. A t  G alla  and Colombo th e  P resid en t  
w as entertained  m ost hosp itab ly  and k in d ly  by  M essrs. T . D. S . A m ara- 
su riya, A . Schw arz and  H u g o  B oltze, m em bers of the S o c iety . T he first- 
nam ed gentlem an had him  a t h is house nearly tw o ratfhtha, and a t the sa m e  
t im e  Mr. W ilton  H ack, w ho contracted m alaria) fever o f a  dangerous typ e  in  
th e  K urunegala  D istr ict, w h ile  canvassin g  for fan d s for Dharm araja C ollege. 
Mr. H ack , a lter  b e in g  under tbe treatm ent o f a  N ative  V edam la , or doctor, 

9



fo r some six weeks, was effectually relieved of th e  fever, b u t left ex trem e ly  
weak. T h roughou t th is whole tim e M r. and  M rs. A raa ra su riy a  d id  e v e ry 
th in g  for him  th a t w as possible, tend ing  him  w ith  a  m ost a ffec tiona te  
solicitude. T heir kindness Mr. f la c k  and  the  Colonel can  never forget.

A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .
M r. R. A n an thak rishna  S astry  has been so. fo rtu n a te  as to  secure fo r  

th e  L ib rary , w ith the  kind help of M essrs. V . N arayanasw am y I j e r ,  D is t r ic t  
M unsiff, and  Sakitarnm a N ayudu, T ahsildar of D indigul, a  la rge  num ber of 
ancien t palm leaf MSS-, some of g rea t ra r ity . In  all, the  S astry  has s e n t  
in over 600 volum es d u ring  the  to u r he is now m aking, am oun ting  to  
about 650 in all th a t  he has collected th is year.

T H E  C O N V E N T IO N  O F 1899.
A m ple notice is now given to B ranches and  M em bers who a re  like ly  to  

need special accom m odations a t  th e  D ecem ber m eeting, to  send in  th e i r  
requests to the  T reasu rer T . S. w ithou t delay. A n unusually  large a t te n d 
ance is anticipated , and the  very g rea tes t inconvenience will be inexcusably  
caused us if in tend ing  visitors p u t off th e ir  notifications u n til th e  la s t m in u te . 
M rs. B esant’s m orning lectures w ill be given as usual and  a  n u m b e r of 
o ther E uropean and  A m erican delegates a re  to  be p resen t. M rs. B esan t’s 
sub jcct w ill be “ A vataras.”

N A D I G R A N T H A M S.
T he anonym ous correspondent who p n ts  a question abou t th e  N ad is. 

m ust send us his nam e, a sn o  notice can otherw ise be tak en  of h is com m uni
cation.

D E A T H  O F TW O  N O B L E  M EN .
Two distinguished  contem porary  savan ts and th in k e rs  have ju s t  passed  

away from  earth  ; one, M onsieur Joachim  M enant, M em ber of th e  In s t i tn t  
de F rance, an d  cf m any o th e r learned bodies, th e  holdei of m any decorations, 
and  the  m ost erud ite  scholar of the day, in the  branches of A ssy rian  and  
Z oroastrian  lite ra tu re , who departed  th is life on the  30th A ugust las t, in  his 
7 9 th  y e a r ; the  o ther, B aron C arl du P re l, form erly  a  Fellow of o u r Society, 
and  the  au th o r of several im p o rtan t w orks on Philosophy and  M ysticism , 
who died on th e  5th A u g u st a t  H eilig  K reuz, in the T yrol, in th e  prim e of 
life F ran ce  and  G erm any have thus lo s t sons who reflected honor npon 
them  an d  whose places will be hard  to fill. H av ing  been honored w ith  the  
friendly  personal reg a rd  of both, I  feel th e  re g re t w hich is n a tu ra l w hen one 
lo s e s  colleagues of such ra re  d istinction . D u P re l’s g rea t h ea rt w as m ade 
sore in h is closing years by the  neglect and w an t of sym pathy  which 
was shown him  a fte r  all he had  done to  help b is generation  to  find th e  path 
to  wisdom and  happiness. B u t to his evolviug E go  th is  will g ive no pang, 
since i t  knows th a t  tru th  w ill conquer a t  las t, w hen th e  race  has grow n 
fit to  assimilate it . To his bereaved widow, the  respectfu l sym path ies of the 
w rite r are  offered. So, too, a re  they to  the  stricken  fam ily of th e  g rea t 
scholar, M. M enant, de 1* In s titn t.

IN T E R N A T IO N A L  T H E O S O P H IC A L  C O N G R E S S  O F 1900.

T he F rench  Theosophists have taken the  in itia tive of holding an  In te rn a 
tional Theosophical C ongress in P aris on th e  occasion of th e  U niversal E xhi
bition of 1900. The Theosophical world w ill th u s  be p resented  to  the 
nations there  m et tog e th e r fo r the  g rand  in tellectual assises a t  th e  dawn 
o f  th e  tw entieth  cen tu rv . T his Theosophical C ongress will take  place in  the 
P a la ia  dee Congrea of the  E xhibition of 1900. A ll m em bers of tb e T . S., 
w ha tever the ir nationality , w ill have th e  r ig h t to ;b e  partic ipa ting  members, 
w ithon t expense to  them selves, will have the r ig h t to  ©peak. The Presi- 
den t-Founder will preside, a n d  M rs. B esant and  o th e r lead ing  W estern 
T heosophists w ill be present and speak.



T be O rganizing  Com m ittee will give additional inform ation on the  sub* 
je c t la te r  on. Those w ishing fu r th e r  details w ithout delay may com m unicate 
w ith  C om m andant Courmes* E d ito r, R evue T heosophique F ran^aise, 21, R ue  
T ronchet, P a n s .

N E W  B R A N C H .
On Septem ber l l th .  a ch a rte r w as issued to the  L uxor Lodge T. S., L in 

coln, N ebraska, w ith 17 ch a rte r m em bers. T he P residen t is Miss Phebe L. 
E l l io t ; the  Secretary  is Mrs. E m m a H . Holmes, 1144 J . S t. There are  now 
70 B ranches in th e  A m erican Section.

A l e x a jt d e r  F u l l e r t o n ,
G en e ra l S ecre ta ry .

T H E  E U R O P E A N  H E A D Q U A R T E R S.
T he Theosophical Society has given up  its  house in A venue R oad to 

move into larger prem ises. It. has taken  the  honse now occupied by th e  
K ennel Club, 27, Old B urling ton  S tree t, in the  very cen tre  of th e  homes 
of the learned Societies. I t  cannot take  possession of its  new prem ises u n til 
C hristm as, so has ren ted  tem porary  prem ises nex t its  Pub lish ing  Office, 4, 
L angham  Place, opposite the  Langham  H otel. The m em bers a re  ju b ila n t 
over the new openings before them —despite th e ir  n a tu ra l reg re t a t  leaving a 
hom e endeared by m any mem ories—a n d , the Hon. Otway Cuffe, The G eneral 
S ecretary , has been overwhelm ed w ith  congratu lations. The B lavatsky 
L odge which had its  m eeting-ground in th e  Society’s L ib ra ry  has ren ted  th e  
hall of the  Zoological Society, 3, H anover Square, fo r its  O ctober m eetings, 
w hile it  looks for a  perm anent abode near Oxford S tree t. M rs. B esan t delay
ed her d ep artu re  for Ind ia  two days, in o rder to see to  the necessary business 
arrangem ents. She will be back next sum m er, as usual, to ca rry  on her Eng* 
lish  work.

T H E  N E W  F R E E  SC H O O L  FO R  P A N C H A M A S.
W e are  bappy to announce th a t the “ D am odar F ree  School ” o u r th ird , 

w hich w as opened a t  Teynam pet, M adras, on the  27th Septem ber, has a lready 
79 pupils enrolled, w ith  good prospects for a steady  increase. F rien d s of the  
m ovem ent are  invited to con tribu te  to  the “ Pancham a School F und ,” as m ore 
schools can be s ta rted  w henever the finances w arran t an extension of the 
w ork. L et no T heosophist be unm indful o f th e  im pera tive  educational needs 
of the  Pancham as. A s full pa rticu la rs  had not reached us when las t m on th ’s 
notice of the school opening was w ritten , we om itted  to m ention th a t P an d it 
Iyodhi Doss lectured, on th a t occasion, to a  large ga thering  of people who 
paid  very  close a tten tion  to his in teresting  rem arks on “ Pancham a E ducation  
an d  P rogress.”

W . A. E.

H IN D U  G IR L S ’ SC H O O L : E R R A TU M .
In  ou r m ention of th is w orthy  In s titu tio n , in  la s t m onth 's Supplem ent, 

a  careless oversigh t in proof read ing  occurred. In  line fourteen th , please 
read,— is necessary, instead  of “ are  necessary.” W e again  beg to call a tte n 
tion  to  th e  needs of th is school. Aid m ay be sen t to P anchapagesa Sastriga l, 
b .a ., S ecretary  to the  H indu  R eligious Union and  M anager of the H indu  
G irls’ School, Trichinopoly.

A  N E W  P E A C E M A K E R .
The la te s t a ttem p t to  coax us in to  a jou rnalistic  peace-pact, in th e  

in te re s t of S p iritua lism , is a  bi-m onthly, illu s tra ted  publication  called



L 'E ch o  d e  V A u -D e la  e t  cf Ic i-b a s  (the E ch o  o f  the B e yo n d  a n d  the H e r e ) ,  
th e  first N um ber of which has ju s t  reached as. The E d ito r is  c e r ta in ly  
am bitious to cover as much ground  as possible, for be prom ises his f u t u r e  
readers exhaustive artic les on th irteen  branches of S p ir itu a l S c ience , 
beginning w ith H erm etics and end ing  w ith Idealistic  A r t :  between the tw o . 
Theosophy having its  place a fte r  Sp iritism  and  before V ege ta rian ism . 
Surely the  E d ito r is r ig h t in saying, “ T his program m e is full enough t o  
satisfy  everybody /’ I f  it does not, w hat would ? Of the  two il lu s tra tio n s  
in th is issue, the large  one is a  photogravure of th e  C onvention G roup o f  
o u r D elegates a t  the  la s t Ju ly  m eeting of ou r E uropean S ec tio n ; th e  sm a lle r  
one, a p o rtra it of the  A m erican lad, A. L. B re tt, of South  B rain tree, M ass ., 
who has a  clarivoyant vision w hich penetrates the hum an body like t h e  
X -Ray, detec ts frac tu res  and o th e r in te rna l derangem ents and  is bound t o  
d e lig h t the doctors if the word cla irvo ya n ce  is stric tly  tabooed.

V E R N A C U L A R  T R A N S L A T IO N S .
W e have received several copies of th e  M arath i tran sla tion  o f  

M rs. B esant’s lecture  on “ E astern  Castes and  W estern  Classes,'* also a  
c ircu la r in  reg ard  to devising “ some system  of p ropaganda for sp read ing  a- 
know ledge of the Theosophical lite ra tu re  th rough  the vernacu lar languages 
of India. One of the  p lans th a t suggests itself to  us is to p resen t a ll th e  
P ublic  L ibraries, N ew spapers and  Magazines of a  P residency w ith a  copy of 
each Theosophical work which m ay be b rough t ou t in a vernacu lar lan g u ag e  
of th a t Presidency. ”

The price of th is tran sla tio n  has been fixed a t  one anna per copy, a n d  
we are  happy to  sta te  th a t  i t  is proposed to  b ring  ou t th e  seven M annals 
and  o ther of ou r stan d a rd  works. T his work which has been so well com 
menced by ou r b ro thers of the  T. S. cen tre  a t  W ai, is to be h igh ly  com m end- 
ed, and now th a t so good an  example has been set, i t  is to be hoped th a t  
T. S. mem bers who a re  qualified to  b rin g  ou t o u r standard , e lem en tary  
T . S. pam phlets and  m anuals in tb e  vernacu lar of th e ir  locality.

As suggested by the circular, the  In d ian  Section of the  T. S. m ig h t t r y  
to  a rran g e  som e plan for th e  purchase and  d is tribu tion  of a  lim ited  nu m b er 
of copies of each translation , as issued, in the  region w here th a t  special v e r
nacu lar is spoken, provided the work is approved by some m em ber of tb e  
V ernacu la r Com m ittee appointed by th e  In d ian  Section  T. S., and i t  is f a r 
th e r  suggested th a t  “ Theosophical B ranches in each P residency  m ay be 
called upon to  organize and co-operate in  a  general p lan  for th e  v e rn acu la r 
of th a t  P residency .’’

Those who are  in terested  in  th is  m a tte r  m ay address, R ai B ah ad u r 
Ja n a rd a n  S akharam  G adgil, W A I, D istric t S atara , Bombay P residency.



S U P P L E M E N T  T O

THE THEOSOPHIST.

D E C E M B E R  1 8 9 9 .

S E C T IO N A L  E X T E N S IO N S : O F F IC IA L  R U L IN G .
Tho Presidenfc-Founder has addressed tiie follow ing reply  to  a le tte r  

respecting  the constitu tional r ig h t of the A m erican Section to  effect a  junction  
betw een it and our South  Am erican Branches.

T h e o s o h iic a l  S o c ie ty , 
A d y a r , 16th  N ovem ber 1899.

M y b e a r  S ir  a n d  B r o t h e r ,
The action  of Mr. W rig h t a t the  lnte Convention reg a rd in g  th e  affilia

tion  of on r S ou th  A m erican B ranches w ith  the  A m erican Section was evi
den tly  taken u nder a  m isapprehension of its  constitu tional aspect. I f  it had  
been a  wise step  to extend your ju risd ic tion  over ano ther C ontinent, peopled 
by  a  L atin  race and speak ing  a  different language, I  should have ho officially 
reported  long ago. As it is, I can see no possible advan tage  in such a  step, 
b u t the  con trary . Y oung Spanish  Branches ough t to be helped by old S pan 
ish B ranches, hence I  recom m ended ou r A rg en tin a  colleagues to  look to 
M adrid  for aid, and  asked the  la tte r  to give it. They already  have th ree  
young  B ranches and  I  expect they will increase to  seven in tim e and  organ* 
n ise  a  Section. M eanwhile I  have offered to visit tbe  country  in 1900, if they  
will pay for my tickets there  and  back to  E ngland , and  am  aw aiting  th e ir 
response. So please m ake known my above decision and  rescind the  proposals 
m ade to the South  A m erican Branches. C nha being now A m erican te rrito ry , 
yo u r ju risd ic tion  could le g a lly  be extended over o n r possessions in the W est 
Ind ies, b n t it  is a  question of expediency for the reasons above given as 
touch ing  the difference of race and language. B u t if ou r language should here
a f te r  become so well known there  th a t the  m em bers could profit by o u r 
T. S. lite ra tu re  in its  original tongue, and  a t  least th e  B ranch officers be able 
to  com m unicate w ith you fully, the objections above fram ed m igh t lessen. 
The reason urged  by the  Scandinavians, D utch, F rench  (and now th e  G er
mans), why I  should g ra n t them  separate sectional chnrters is th a t of d iv e r
sity  of language and  the  burden  on them  of hav ing  to  give mnch 
money to support th e  G eneral E uropean Section superadded  to th a t  of 
hav ing  to tran sla te  and  publish T. S. w orks in th e ir vernacu lars for th e ir  
benefit. I t  was a  stro n g  point and  the  sam e argum en t holds in the  case 
un d er discussion. I  extended tbe  ju risd iction  of th e  N etherlands Section 
over the  D utch E ast Ind ies because they  were of the sam e political, ethnic 
and linguistic  group.

F ra te rna lly  yours,
H. S. O lc o t t ,  P. T. S.

The G en era l S e c r e ta ry , A m erica n  S ec tio n  T. S .

T H E  C O N V E N T IO N .
A ll p re lim inary  work a t  headquarters is well forw ard and we can 

prom ise D elegates th a t they  will find th e  place looking more beautifu l than  
ever. The generous ra ins of th e  past season have m ade the  vegetation grow  
luxu rian tly  and  every  flower b u rs t in to  bloom. By the  rem oval of th e  
obstructive colum ns in  tbe  Convention P a l l  a th ird  more floor-space becomes



available (or sleeping accom m odation a t n ig h t as well as fur the audiences b y  
day. The sculp tor, G ovinda Pillay, has added some las t touches to  the s ta tu e  
of Mmo. B lavatsky and made it more lifelike than  ever, besides th ro w in g  
in to  the  face an undefinable sp iritua lity  of expression th a t  is charm ing to  
th e  old friends who love her mem ory. H e has also re-composed tbe u n re a l 
sta tues of Zoroaster, t.he B uddha and  the C h ris t and made them  severally w o rk s 
of real a r t .  The B uddha is not, the  inane, expressionless im age th a t  is a lm o s t 
universally  m ade to rep resen t one of th e  sw eetest, noble&t, m ost godlike o f  
hum an  beings, a  m onstrous libel on h is 'ideal, b u t a  living, b rea th ing  m an o f  
pu re  A ryan  type, s itt in g  in profound m editation npon the  deep tru th s  o f h ia  
D harm a. A fte r seeing, perhaps hundreds of B uddha im ages in d iffe ren t 
countries, fashioned in  gold, silver, bronze, copper, rock crystal, wood, 
m arble, sandstone, g ran ite  and  o th e r mediums, I  say thafc th is  h um ble  
m odeller a t the M adras School of A rts , th is  re*born genius, has produced th e  
finest represen tation  of G au tam a S id d h arth a  th a t I  ever saw.

The usual arrangem ents fo r supply ing  food to  D elegates have been  
m ade and the orders for tha tched  cadjan  h u ts  sen t in a ttended  to. A m ong  
o th er non-H indus expected are  D r. A. M arques, of H aw aii, the  w ell-know n 
theosophical w riter, now G eneral Secretary , A ustra lasian  S ection ; M iss 
N e tta  W eeks, la te  of the  Chicago headquarters ; M iss P ieters, of A m ste r
dam  ; the  two Misses D avies, of A u s tra lia ; M r. D. Gostling, Pres., Bom bay 
B ranch T. S . ; M r. B. K eigh tley ; Mr. A. Schw arz, of S w itzerland ; and , 
of course, M rs. B esant, Miss Palm er, D octor and  Miss E nglish , B abn  
G ovinda Das and  Mr. K eightley  will rep resen t th e  In d ian  Section H ead 
quarters, and it  is hoped th a t M essrs. C. P. G oonewardene, B . A., M irando. 
H . S. Perera, F . D. S. A m arasuriya and  o ther m uch-loved S inhalese colleagues 
m ay also bo in attendance from  Ceylon.

I t  is again  b ro u g h t to th e  atten tion  of ou r friends th a t  if, by n eg lec tin g  
th e  sim ple precau tion  of no tify ing  the  T rea su re r o r R ecording S ecre ta ry  in  
advance of th e ir  com ing, they suffer inconvenience ab o a t g e ttin g  food o r  
quarte rs, o r secured places a t  Mrs. B esan t's lecturcs, they will have nobody 
save them selves to  blam e and no sym pathy w ill be w asted on them . W e a re  
ready  to do o ur very  best to  m ake o u r colleagues welcome and  com fortable, 
b u t do n o t feel in th e  least bound to npse t every th ing  a t  a  m om ent's notice, 
a t  the  eleventh hour, to  please those who have no t had the  b a re  politeness of 
w ritin g  th a t they  m ay b« expected a t  a  given tim e and  ask ing  th a t  th ey  m ay 
be provided for.

F o r the  cen tra l railed-off space reserved  for D elegates and  o thers in  th e  
H all, p rin ted  tickets w ill be issued io the ex ten t o f  the a ccom m oda tion  a n d  no  

f u r th e r  ; and  as there  are  usually  several tim es m ore applications for ticke ts  
th an  tickets, the im perative necessity fo r in tend ing  D elegates w riting  to  tlie 
T reasu rer in advance will be evident. New carpeLs have been woven for the 
tw o w ings in th e  M ain H all, w here six o r seven hundred  persons may sit. The 
K ashm ir carpet will be spread before th e  p latform , as i t  was la s t year, fo r 
s itte rs , Besides M rs. B esant’s m orn ing  lectnres o th e r addresses w ill be 
g iven in the  afternoons and  even ings of the  27th, 29th and  30tb December. 
The A nn iversary  C elebration will be a t  the  V ic to ria  Town H all on the  28th. 
an d  the  g roup  photograph be taken  on th e  sam e m orn ing  before M rs. 
B esant’s lecture. On the  whole th e  prospects for a  large and successful 
C onvention a re  unusually  b righ t. T he im portance of the  m eeting  is 
enhanced by the  fact th a t, under the  new biennial plan, the  A nnual 
Convention of the Ind ian  Section will be held a t A dyar th is  year.

F IN A N C IA L  ST A T E M E N T .
The following receip ts from  28th O ctober to  26th N ovem ber 1899 are 

acknow ledged w ith  thanks
H e a d q u a r t e r ’s F u n d . r s .  a . f .

M r. R . T. T ebbitt, Peking, China, A nnual dues for 1899 ... 17 4  0
A nan tra i N a th ji M ehta, B havnagar, A nnual D onation ... 84 0  0

Babu U pendranath  Basu. Jo in t G eneral Secretary , Ind ian
Section T. S., for 25° / 9 dues of 1899, p a r t paym ent ...1,108 9 G



H on. Otwny Cuffe, G eneral Secretary , E uropean Section T. S.,
fo r 2t>'7„ due from  1st M ay to 31st O ctober 1899 ... £ 6 8  4 6

L ibrary F und.
A n F . T. S. of B urm a, m onthly  subscrip tion  for O ctober 1899. Rs. 50/0/0

A dyar, M a d r a s ,  ? T. V ijiaraguava Charlu,
2 6 (h N o vem b er 1899 . )  T reasu rer T . ♦S'.

T H E  H A R tS IN H J I  M E M O R IA L .
T he superb  g ran ite  gop a ra m , o r  gatew ay, w hich was tran spo rted  from a 

m in e d  tem ple in the  A rco t D istric t to A dyar, and  which is intended for h 
m onum ent to  th a t beloved sister and F . T. S., the  late P rincess H aris inh ji, 
h e r  d au g h te r K usum avati and son, R an jits in h ji, is finally ercctcd  and  is u 
g ran d  adornm ent to the headquarters* grounds. I t  is a  relic of the  ancient 
D rav id ian  arch itec tu re , the m onolithic side p illa rs curved w ith rearing  lior.s, 
m ythological m onsters and  H indu  deities, and the  lintel, o r heavj' stone 
cross-beam , w ith  lotus leaves, and  it spans th e  avenue near the  house. The 
nam es of the th ree  persons above m entioned are cu t in the lintel.

T H E  PA N C H A M A  S pH O O L S .
The three Schools already founded—at A dyar, K odam bakam  and  Tey- 

nam pett—already  contain about e igh ty  ch ildren  each. The firs t was founded 
by Colonel O lcott, th e  second by the  E nglish  friend who sen t £150, th e  th ird  
by the  o ther friend who sent Rr. 2,000. Miss S. E . Palm er, b .a . ,  b .sc .,  the  
G eneral S uperin tenden t is now fa r advanced in  Tam il, and  has won the love 
and  obedience of all the  pupil?. She has organized sew ing classes in which 
the  g irls  are  ta u g h t various k inds of plain sew ing and how to  cu t o u t and  
m ako little  jacke ts fo r them selves and th e ir  b ro th ers  ; the  boys b rin g  th e ir  
own th ings to the class and  a re  shown how  to m en d  th em  them selv  e. M iss 
P alm er will be thankfu l for any g ifts of old cloths, o r money to buy m ateria ls 
w ith. W e request our Ind ian  Delegates to  b ring  w ith them  to the  Conven
tion any to rn  or old pieces of cloth th a t they feel they can spare.

T H E  N E W  M SS. IN  T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .
On going th rough  the several collections of ancien t palm leaf books which 

M r. A n an tak rishna  S astri has added to the L ib rary  as the  resu lts  of his 
recent tours, some very ra re  an d  precious w orks have been found. Among 
them  are  abou t an .huud red  which are  not entered in Professor A ufrech t’s 
“ C atalogus C atalogorum  ’*; in o ther words,-.which are, therefore, .not availr 
able in any  o ther known collection of O riental W ritings. - T his a t  c;ice gives 
d ig n ity  to ou r A dyar L ibrary , and  the D escriptive Catalogue, of ..which the 
com pilation is begun, will be valued by the g rea t O rien talists of E urope and 
A m erica when issued- Som e of ou r M SS. are  so old os to require the  m ost 
careful handling. T he services of a  learned P and it have bc*m secured to 
a ss ist th e  S astri in the  p repara tion  of the Catalogue in question?

T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  V IE W  O F W AR.
C om m enting npon a leading article in the  M a d ra s  M a il on the T ransvaal 

W ar, Col. O lcott defines the view taken of w ars in general by the believers in 
th e  law  of K arm a. As the exposition is tim ely and it has a bearing  upon tbe  
whole question, it  is copied here a t the request of some of on r local co lleagues:

S ir ,—Y our cheering w ords in yesterday’s (F riday’s) lending article, 
b ro u g h t to my m ind the incident of the opening chap te r of th e  h is to ry  of 
o u r A m erican W ar of the Rebellion. W hen the  news of the  d isastrous battle , 
of Bull R un was Hashed th roughou t the  country, and it  was seen th a t the 
C apital lay open to the Southern troops, a  feeling of panic spread around  
The whole w ar had been so sp rung  upon us, and  the invincibility  of ou r arm y



to  a n y  force  th e  reb e ls  co u ld  b r in g  to  b ear a g a in s t  i t  w ns so  g e n e r a lly  b e l ie v 
ed , t lia t  w e w ere  n o t p rep ared  fo r  sn ch  d isa s te r , a n d  p e ss im is ts  th o u g h t  t h e  
end  had com e. B u t reaction  soon  se t  in . O il th e  fo llo w in g  S u n d a y  m o r n in g  
1 w as on e of a crow d ed  a u d ien ce  w h o  lis ten ed  to  a  serm on  by th e  R ev . D r .  
H. W . B ellow *, one o f ou r g rea test o ia t o is ,  and  his hopeful w ord s se n t  a  th r i l l  
ol cotii'Hgu th r o u g h  na. F rom  th u t d » y  on , the t»roiitier v iew  o f  ih e  m a je s t ic  
s tr e n g th  o f o u r  n ation  an d  th e  il l im ita iilc iie s s  o f its  re so u rces sa n k  in to  o u r  
m in d s, und. by a r o u s in g  o u r  e n erg ie s , carried  us th r o u g h  ih e  w h o le  four y e a i s  
o f in te r n e c in e  s tr u g g le . Y o u  h ave p u t i h e  cas»e o f t h e  T r a n sv a a l s itu a t io n  
c le a r ly  before y o u r  lea d ers , m id u n d o u b te d ly  th e  p sy c h o lo g ic a l p r o c e ss  
h in ted  a t  w ill  g o  on , u n til G rea t B r ita in , lik e  h er  em b lem a tic  lion , g a th e r s  
h er  str e n g th  io r  th e  d ea d ly  sp r in g  on h er  q u arry . B e in g  o u ts id e  y o u r  
p o lit ic s , a n d  a ll p o litic s  for  th a t m atter , s in c e  1805, t  ara n o t co n cern ed  w ith  
th e  p o litica l a sp e c ts  o f th e  T ransvattl q u estio n . T o m e, a ll th is  g r a b b in g  o f  
terr ito ry  by th e  B o ers from  th e  a b o r ig in a ls  in th e  lir s t  p lace , an d  b y  y o u r  
p eo p le  from  th em , is b u t a s  th c  p a ss in g  sh ow  o f  p u p p e ts  w ho u n c o n sc io u s ly  
w ork  o u t  t lie  in flex ib le  an d  u n err in g  law  o f K arm a, th a t  m oral p o w er  w h ic li  
fo llo w s a fte r  h u m an  a c t io u s  a n d  p res id e s  o v er  b u m au  d e s t in y . T lie  B o e r s , in  
m y  p r iv a te  op in io n , h ad  n o  m o re  m oral l i g h t  to  s te a l th o  lan d  o f th e  B la c k s  
th a n  m y p eop le  had to  s te a l th a t  o f th e  R ed s ; if  e ith e r  h ad  b een  h o n e s t  th e y  
m ig h t  h ave .im ita te d  th e  n ob le  ex a m p le  o f  W illia m  P en n , w h o  b o u g h t  a n d  
p aid  for th e  terr ito ry  th a t  he w a n ted  to  form  h is  n ew  S ta te  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia .  
B u t  in  th is  t im e  o f  im m ora l g reed  au d  co m p etit io n  o u r  race  is  p ln n g in g  
d eep er  a n d  d eep er  in to  th e  a b y ss  o f  irre lig io n , a n d  i t  is  a  b a tt le  o f  b u l l 
d o g s  a n d  m a stiffs  w h ich  w e a re  lo o k in g  a t  from  th e  se a t  o f  th e  p h ilo 
sop h er.

A d  y a k ,  ith  Xoi\ H . S . O lc o t t .

T H E  M E N D A C IT Y  O F H Y PN O T IC  S U B JE C T S .

A m ong th e  best m odern books on H ypnotism  is th a t of Dr. Fouveau de 
Courm elles, L aureate of th e  A cadem ic de Medicinc, en titled  “ L’ H vpno- 
tism e.” i t  covers a  wide range of subjects and trea ts  a ll w ith im p artia lity  
and  clearness. T here are  m any illu s tra tio n s w hich add value to  thc  book. 
One is surprised , however, to  see tb a t the  A u tho r misses the  chanco of im 
m ensely s treng then ing  his case by citing  the  aw ful record  of hum an ignor
ance and  religious cruelty  given in the case of w itchcraft and  sorcery 
epidem ics and  the  a ttem p ts a t th e ir suppression, of which a  com plete expose 
m ay be found in G arinet's ** H isto rie  de la Magie en F rance* ' (1818) and  a  
dozen e th e r  books of the  same class. F o r th e  lack of o n r p reseu t day  know* 
ledge o f the pathology and psychology of H ypnotism  and  a llied  psychic d is
turbances,- tens of thousands of innocent victim s were b u rn t alive, hanged, 
garro tedt-pnd to r tu red  to death  by inconceivably cruel m ethods, for th e  im a
g inary  ciim e of conspiracy w ith th e  im aginary  Devil to  upset the  ** C hnrch  
of God.” In  h is C hap ter X, on Les D egeneres (D egenerates) Dr. de C onr
melles affirms, on tbe  s tren g th  of his own experience and  th a t  of o ther au th o 
rities, th a t  the m oral sense is subverted  in a  certa iu  class of hypnotic g e n i 
tives to such a  degree th a t they  lie in the  m ost ex trao rd inary  way. R a th e r 
thau  no t m ake them selves the subjects of p ity  and wonder, they  
w ill accuse them selves of ho rrib le  crim es which have no foundation  
save in tlie ir diseased im aginations. W orse than  th is, they  accuse 
o thers who a re  perfectly  innocent. W orst is (p. 145/ th a t  th is  s ta te  of men
ta l aberration  “ cannot be d istinguished  externally  from  th e  norm al 
condition .” I t  is common to both sexes. An exaggerated  love for anim als 
(b elro la tr ie) is an eccentricity  which proves a d istu rbance of m ental balance. 
G reat genuises are  usually  sufferers from some form  of th is degeneracy. 
“ H ysteriacs," says o u r A uthor, “ and  neuropaths, subjects m ore o r  less 
sensitive to m agnetism  aud hypnotism , crowd onr cities, m ilking them  in a  way 
g rea t hospitals. Everybody knows the ir propensity to lie, to a tt ra c t  a tten tion  
to them selves by every possible means. T heir loves and hates are  carried  to 
e * tre m e  len g th s , all w ith o u t m otive. T heir orgaus, the ir affec tions, th e ir



intelligence, tbe ir tastes, are  all d isturbed. They w ould send au  innocent 
person  to the scaffold.’’ 'L’he hysterica l woman—says P rof. D ieulafoy—is ex«g- 
g era ted  in every th ing  ; she. w illingly makes a  spectacle of herself, and to m ake 
herself appear in teresting , she invents all so rts of jStmuZations, is capable of the  
m ost rep u g n an t actions. H ysteriacs a re  often m alicious, perverse, dissim ula- 
tive, l ia rs ; some lie w ith a  tenac ity  and  effrontery beyond b e lie f; they sim u
late  solely to compel persons to busy them selves w ith  them  } tbey will pretend 
suicide, or arouse the despair of tb e ir fam ilies by th rea ten ing  it, when such a  
real in ten tion  is farthest from  th e ir thoughts. . . . D r. J .  G erard  s a y s :
“ T henervous woman is w ithout will, bu t some facu lty  or o ther she has as a sub* 
g titu te . She invents, w ith unheard-of ingenuity , th e  m ost wicked falsehoods j 
she lie* th rough  the  whole gam ut of possible falsification $ give h e r 
one little  g ra in  of fac t and she will em broider around  it a t  her w ill ;  
she comes a t last to the point of believing, herself, all th v t she has 
im agined, w hether it  is likely to profit her o r m ake her suffer. E very  
hysteriac  m ust have her pedestal.”

These solemn facts of m ental alienation ough t to be know n by every 
Theosophist and  o th e r s tu d en t of practical psycholojpr, for thus will they  be 
able to check them selves from  g iv ing  unm erited  pain and  sham e to  innocent 
colleagues who have been traduced  by poor hysteriacs for the  sole ob ject of 
g e tt in g  them selves notorie ty . In  th e  course of o u r Society’s history , how 
m any of the  leaders have suffered from  th is  species of baseless m alignan t 
calum ny. How m any half-insane hysteriacs have pretended  to  be in close 
re lations w ith o u r Teachers, to be th e ir  revela to rs an d  m outhp ieoes; how 
m any m ushroom  p e tty  couciliables and  sectlets, “ Tem ples” and  secret 
schools, have sp rung  up, flourished for the m om ent and died out. One sees 
painfu l instances of th is  unhealthy  m entality  in w hat has happened and  is 
happening am ong the  Secessionists, who left the  Society w ith  .Mr. Ju d g e  and 
have tr ied  th e ir best in every way to break it  up—w ithou t success. H .P .B ., 
a  neuropath , accused herself of im proper actions (v id e  S in n e tts  “ In c id en ts ,” 
e tc ,) and  was accused of m any more qf w hich she was eaually  blam eless. I , 
myself, have lost some of my best friends in foreign lands by the  circu la tion  
of slanders by hysteriacs. Mrs. B esant has been slandered nearly  all h er life, 
and  so have others of ns : I  could nam e them  if i t  wero necessary. T here  is 
no Society in the world whose m em bers have g rea te r reason than  o urs to study  
H ypnotism , M esmerism and S p iritualism , practically  if possible, or, if not, 
then  thoroughly  well theoretically , fo r th e ir  phenom ena largely depend on 
neuro tic  d isorders. The lite ra tu re  of the sub jec t is now rich  and  fu ll in  
several of the chief E uropean languages, while an  undipped ocean of t r u th  
abou t i t  ex ists in O rieutal w ritings. Let the  s trongest sw im m ers dive for 
th e  pearls of tru th .

A H IN D U  C R IT IQ U E  ON B E R K E L E Y *

W e welcome th is  fresh  a ttem p t to  in te rp re t B ei^eley  from the  pen of an  
Ind ian  scholar. Professor Ikba l K islien in his pam phlet begins by pointing  
ou t in a  brief in troduction  how th is m uch stud ied  philosopher has over and  
over again  been m isunderstood and  m isin terpreted  by the  opponents as well 
as th e  friends of the  system . I t  is a  strange  s tudy  by itself to  study  how 
th e  m eaning of Berkeley has again and again  eluded the proof of such m aster 
m inds, as H an t, H uxley, Reid, and  H am ilton. A fte r poin ting  o u t the  mis* 
in terp re ta tions to  which th e  Theory of Perceptions has been subjected, th e  
au th o r makes a  bold a ttem p t to  grapple w ith it, w here so m any o thers had  
failed. T his notice is no a ttem p t a t  a  critica l appreciation  of the  E ssay 
which is sm all enough to  be read th rough  in a  couple of hours by ony one 
who feels in terested  in snch studies, b u t is simply m eant to  po in t nu t the 
m ethod which the au th o r has pursued. A fte r an in terp re ta tion  of B erkeley’s 
view on the  N atn re  of the sensible world Professor lk b a l K ishen proceeds to 
po in t o n t th e  real defects in his theory and rem arks th a t “ Berkeley paid  too 
m uch a tten tio n  to the points of resem blance betweeu o u r subjective and  ob*

* A Critical Essay on Berkeley’s Theory of Perception. By lkbal Kishen 
Sharga (Pandit), Professor of I’hiloeopby} Bareilly College, Bareilly, K, W. P,



jective consciousness, and  too  little  to  th e  points of difference which a re  of 
equal, perhaps g rea te r im portance.” H e also shows how Berkeley was f a r 
th e r  ham pered in  his ra th e r  free philosophising “ by certa in  cu t-and -d ricd  
relig ious connections *’ which had a  lim iting  effect on th e  logical developm ent 
of the philosophy. In  P t. I I ,  on “ The Cause o f tbe  Idea ,"  Berkeley’s s ta te 
m ents are  com pared w ith H um e's and they are  shown to  agree to  a  very  g r e a t  
exten t.

F inally  o n r au tho r sum s up  in a  general way the  m erits  of B erkeley 's  
m etaphysics and the dem erits of bis Psychology in  a  concluding chap te r a n d  
w inds up w ith a well observed tr ib u te  to th e  m a n  a s ap a rt from  the p h ilo so p h e r , 
rem ark ing  th a t if philosophy is to bo ju d g ed  by its fru its , as it ough t a lw ay s  
to  be, then B erkeley stands the  tes t as few o ther philosophers can. T h e re  
w as a  marke«i absence of th e  lite ra ry  van ity  and  the  recrim ination  fro m  
which au tho rs m ostly  suffer, in his case- I t  is a  tru ly  H indu  ideal tb a t  a  
m an m ust live up to his teach ings, which the W estern  philosophers h av e  
m ostly failed to do, and, it m ust be confessed, not alw ays beneficially.

A H indu  S tu d e n t .
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T. V IJIARAGHAVA C H A R L l,
T reasurer, T. S .

T H E  P R E S ID E N T 'S  F O R E IG N  TO U R .

On the 17th in s tan t, the  P res iden t-F ounder w ill sail fo r N aples fro m  
Colombo by the  N orddeutscher L loyds’ S3. “ Sachsen,” aud should land  a t  
h is port of destination  on or abou t M arch 5th. L etters thenceforth should  
be addressed to him  a t  28, A lbem arle St., London, W* the E uropean H ead
qu arte rs  of the Society. H is lite ra ry  contribu tions to th e  T heosoph ist w ill 
no t be in te rru p ted  by liis absence from  home. D r. E ng lish  will have ch arg e  
of the  A dyar headquarters u n til h is re tu rn .

L IG H T IN G  T H E  B L A V A T SK Y  S T A T U E . .

T hanks to the  generosity  of M r. V . C. Seshachari, who presented th e  
T . S. H eadquarters w ith a  S un ligh t B urner, the  B lavatsky sta tue  now can be 
ligh ted  up a t n igh t so as to produce a  powerful effect. The ligh ts and  
shadows are  so sharp  and clear as to  leave no th ing  to  be desired. W e a ll feel 
very gratefu l to the generous donor.

T H E  P R E S ID E N T -F O U N D E R ’S T R A V E L L IN G  FU N D .

The colleagues of Colonel O lco tt g ratefully  acknowledge the  ready  and  
affectionate responses to  the p rivate  notes of th e  undersigned, asking fo r 
volun tary  subscriptions to  the F und  for covering the travelling  expenses of 
the  P resident, whose program m es for th is year and  the next will take  bim  
over nearly  the whole globe. N o such requests would have been needed if 
the  m ortgagors of estates on w hich a  large portion  of H eadquarters cap ital 
is loaned, had  not beeu in a rrea rs  of in te res t and  th u s kep t us ou t of c u rre n t 
income.

W . A. E n g lish .



B U D D H IS T  N O T E S.
It. is w ith deep reg re t th a t I  have to repo rt th a t failing  health  compelled 

M r. W ilton  H ack, who had succeeded Mr. B xnbeiy in K andy, to h av e  for 
A u stra lia . M r. H ack, like Mr. Banbery, had made extended to u rs  th rough  
m alaria l d is tric ts  of K egalla , w here he contracted  m xlarial fever which took 
a  serious tu rn  a t Galle where he was the  guest of M r. and  M rs. Thom as 
S ilva  A m arasuriya, who d id  every th ing  for the  patient. W e hope Mr. H ack  
w ill completely regain  his health  and  be back again  next Jan u a ry , as i t  was 
h is wish .— T lie  B u d d h is t.

V A L U A B L E  G IF T  TO T H E  L IB R A R Y .
H is H ighness, K era la  V arm a, has placed u b  n nder g rea t obligations by 

sending ns some 340 pages of the Satubandha, a g rand  w ork on M antra  Sas
tra , which will be a  valuable addition  to o u r S an sk rit collection. L et us 
hope th a t H is Highness* life will be long spared to foster the revival of th a t  
copious A ryan  lite ra tu re  of which he is so g re a t a  lover and patron .

H . S . O.

P R E S S  N O T E S O N  T H E  T. S. A N N IV E R S A R Y  A N D  C O N V E N TIO N .
T he H in d u  says :—
“ The anniversary  of the Theosophical Society has been a pleasant and 

in s tru c tiv e  festival * * * * a ttra c tin g  a  large num ber of our educated
countrym en, official and non-official, from  the C ity and  the Mofussil. T here 
w ere Ju d g es and  Munsiffs. D eputy Collectors and  T ahsildars, V akils 
and  Doctors, Professors and  Teachers. People of all grades and  conditions 
joined hands, fo rgetting  th e ir  differences and  lay ing  aside the ir notions of 
superio rity  and inferio rity , and  appeared to realize for the m om ent the tru th  
of the brotherhood of roan, and the fatherhood of God. The hall was packed 
to  its  u tm ost capacity  and the  expectant g a thering  bu rs t into en thusiastic  
cheering  a t  the appearance of Col. O lcott and Mrs. Besant. The com m anding 
an d  venerable figure of the  old Colonel, w ith his flourishing nnd flowing 
beard , form ing a  beautifu l pendan t to  his m assive head and high forehead, 
an d  covering his broad chest, briefly spoke in  his s tr id en t voice of the  pro* 
gress of th e  society, and  of its hopeful fu tu re . In  a p t language he intro* 
duced speaker a fte r  spettker of foreign lands and  of different tongues; 
nnd the  audience received them  w ith  cordial applause. Each speaker, from  
th e  respectable-looking D r. M arques of H onolulu to the s tu rdy  Swiss gentle- ' 
m an M r. Schw artz ; from  the gen tle  D utch lady to  “ the forem ost lariy orator/* 
dw elt m ore o r less ou one them e, and th a t is how H indu  ideals and though ts 
a re  influencing the  W est; and  they all hoped th a t the m odern H iudus by 
learn ing  self-sacrifice and acquiring  sp iritua lity  would show them selves w orthy 
of the ir forefathers. S tra ig h t dealing, honesty and  tru th fu lness, said D r, 
R ichardson  of the B enares College, were the essentials that, mnke the charac
te r  which they  a re  try in g  to m ould in the  H indu  boys. We sadly lack these 
qualities. I t  is to  be hoped th a t Ju d g es and  M agistrates, as well as o thers 
who w ere in the  hall w ill rem em ber this, and each in his own sphere, re ta in  the  
ennobling ideas suggested by the example of these meu and women of d is tan t 
lands and try  to render a good account of life to them selves aud  tb e ir fellow* 
beings."

A no ther Ind ian  correspondent of the  sam e paper thus m irrors his im pres- 
sions of the opening day  of th e  C onvention:

“ On going to the Theosophical Society H all I  found my old friend  Col. 
O lco tt g ree ting  me w ith  his pa triarchal smile. I  expected to look a t  an old, 
haggard , w rinkled, worn ou t face, b u t was su rp rised  to see before me a happy 
face bloom ing w ith the vigour of manhood. The th o u g h t ran  to me th a t  
there  is 110 g rea te r tonic than  cheerfulness to tone up the hum an system  nor 
a  g rea te r force to susta in  it than unselfish work. W hat a  venerable face 
before m e! If  I  pu t a  shawl on his head and a  dhorallti round his body l a m  
su re  I can pass him on for the  holiest B rahm an of In d ia .

The best place I  found was the  lib ra ry  room. There I  sa t w ith a  book 
in hand  w onderiug a t the  varie ty  of the in tellectual products of the  by gone 
laborers on th is planet. T um ultuous though ts crow ding over my m ind 
beated my brain  and w andering m y eye over the g litte rin g  expanse of the



sea before me I  fe lt the  coo l delicious breeze blowing over my face th ro u g h  
tho  doors oi the room looking on the  Hea. The though t, however, oppressed  
m e—wheu und how the Theosophical Society can fulfil its mission iu snch- a  
w orld th a t 1 see? I m ay us well a ttem p t to  sweeten the  w aters of the Bay o f 
Bengal by pu tting  there  one pound of sugar.

1  left oil: my heat sm iling a t the  saying th a t  there  is a  g rea t deal o f h u 
m an nature iu man, aud th ink ing  of M rs. A nuie Besant*s expression “ to know  
m an is to  know God.”

I  w en t to my seat reserved for me b u t two men sa t th e re . I  could see 
from  th e ir faces th a t they had no tickets fo r the  places, and when asked why 
they  sa t there so us to d isappoint tho.se th a t hud riuh t to them , they sa id  
they  were undor ihe special care of a  person iu charge of the a rrangem en t. 
1  squeezed myself between them  and sa t uncom fortable, the w orkiug room  
of my lungs being narrow ed.

The lec tu rer was announced by loud clapping of hands, and she sa t oo 
the  dai*  in h er simple a ttire  bu t looking sowniwiiat unwell. A young boy 
w ith a  pa ir of spectacles firmly se t ou his flat nos* suddenly th ru s t  him self 
on my fron t w tich had already been closely packed up. 1  hate th e  s ig h t of 
young fads w ith Hpecbicles, 1  believe th a t most of them  can get on wit hout 
them . A  wane of auger passed over my m ind a t his w ant of the  elem ents 
jof commonsense. £ asked him w hat busmens had he to  crack the  rib s  of tlie 
sitte rs . Seeing, however, tne  purpose of the boy, and learn ing  th a t he was a  
studen t, 1  adjusted, my legs and made him sit down on condition th a t  be 
should make ment.il note* of w hat the  lady on the p latto rm  w ould say  aud 
endeavour to aut up to  it.

The P resiuen t got up and  said th a t Mrs. A nnie B esant had ju s t  got up 
from  h er bed of illness. My sp irit sank w ithin me aud  1  th o u g h t th a t  the 
lady  came there  to  offer her excuse. Id was, however, g ra tify in g  to h ea r th e  
P res iden t say th a t  she would deliver her lecture, and thafc tlie  aud ience  
m u s t make uo noise and uo t necessitate her s tra in ing  her voice.

The lec tu re r go t up  and w ords flowed in her wonted ease. B u t th e  
coughs near me and also here and there  in the  H all were sim ply galling . 
T ney seemed to proceed from the phlegm atic beings peopling t he borders of 
th e  Cooum. Subsiding, however, th« angry  feelings, 1  lost m yself in th e  
sub ject wnich the lecturer was haudling most adm irably , aud  p resen ting  in 
tho  most lucid form possible.

"What a g rand  subject—the A vathars—the descent of sp irit in to  m a tte r ;  
th e  need for i t ; and  tlie purpose of it. I t  is a highly intellectual su b jec t, 
an d  unless your consciousness lift itself up to  the in tellectual plane you 
cannot g rasp  it, and it- is only when the  lec tu re r descends to the concrete  
th a t  portion of the subject is understandable to m ost. „

i  though t th a t the description, iu th e  Paradise Lost, of fr^g'els descending 
to  e a rth  iu the ir own lig h t to in s tru c t the  m ortuls below was only due to  th e  
glow of M ilton's im agination. B ut when on one n igh t, some years ago, i?t 
tb e  Town H all of ita jahm undry  I  saw A nnie B esant s tand ing  in ber own 
lig h t and  b rea th ing  ou t words th a t  th rilled  th rough  my whole fram e an d  
bu rned  into my very soul and  tran spo rted  me to a iegiou which I  have no 
w ords to  expresB I  learn th a t M ilton's im agination and M ilton’s language 
w ere u tte rly  inadequate to describe the scene in his view.

W eak as she wns, the lec tu re r rose to the g ran d eu r of the  s u b je c t ,  and  
in  the lum inosity  of h er ex p lo s io n  my eyes floated in the w aters of the orb its 
and I thought. 1  was ruuning  through the audience cry ing  ou t—-I see, I  see— 
as  Euclid (a thousun 1th of whose intelligence I  do not possess) wheu he found 
th e  solution of a  problem whioh be was long th ink ing  about ran  in to  the 
s tree t cry ing— E u rk a —E urika . (W hich means, 1 found, I  fouud).

1 have beeu reading th* H indu Theology for tw enty years and  s tudy ing  
th e  H indu  Philosophy for ten  ̂ears. I  belong to a D istric t nam ed a fte r 
th e  river whieh is holiest nex t to  tho  Ganges. The D istric t haa S astris  
well versed in theology and philosophy. On th e  banks of the  river there  a re  
very many Pundits versed iu Logic, M imansas, Y edanta, etc. I  have come 
in to  contac t w ith the best P uu d its  w ith  whom it  was alw ays a deligh t to  
converse and several of whom spent th e ir best p a rt of lile  in the  study of 
S ansk rit lite ra tu re  in Benares. N ever have I  found such a lig h t tnrow n 
on the  sub ject and problem s bandied hy A nnie Besant, and never have I  
enjoyed such in tellectual trea t. ] shall not a ttem pt to give here a prfecis



o f the lectures, lest my poor language may d is to r t o r be little  them . Y our 
reader*  m ay aw ait th e ir  publication in due course.

Leaving the lecture  H all with the  crow d, my th o n g h t th a t the  s tu d y  of 
m an ’s na tu re  is the h igher education  of man go t possessed of me. W hat 
a  ch a tte rin g  and  grim ace ! N o t a serious face am ong the  crowd ! (P erhaps 
8<>me are  unseen.) W hat effect should such lecture produce on a th ough tfu l 
m ind . W hat problems a re  g rea ter, w hat problem s are  more v ita l than those 
concerning ourselves and ou r fu tu re  ? If  oue man came to unders tand  tho 
substance of her lecture , to th in k  about it and  to be profited by i t  a  h u nd red  
cam e to see th e  tanuisli d raw n by the m agic of her name and  eloquence.”

TW O  A N N U A L  V IS IT A T IO N S .
T he H in d u  also contained the follow ing:—*
T he C ongress and  the  Theosophical Society have never spared ou r nerves. 

T his year, happily io r  us, the  actiou  of the former was purely  sym pathetic. 
T he contem plation of th a t au g n s t assem bly which m et a t  Lucknow  sen t a  
m om entary  th rill and th ere  who an  end of it. But Mrs. B esan t am ply made 
u p  for* w ant of the C ongress-gusto. Tho e lite  from all p a rts  of the P residency 
flocked to  M adras to hear her* F o u r mornings we stood dazed, entranced by 
th e  bew itching oratory  of M rs. B esant. As she unravelled  for us the 
m ysteries of our ancien t fables we opened our eyes in am azem en t; as she 
grew  im passioned over them  we lustily  cheered ; as she deplored th e  degener
a tion  of m odern lu d ia  we heaved a long-draw n sigh  ; aud as she held forth  
fu tu re  hopes for us we b righ tened  and sm iled like litt le  babes. F o u r 
m orn ings we were such helpless reeds in the  hands of th a t W estern  w itch, 
blow n aside by every passing whiff of ber emotion.

G O V E R N M E N T  H O N O U R S TO A G R E A T  F. T. S.
G eneral satisfaction will be felt th roughou t S ou thern  In d ia  a t  th e  

K nighthood of the  In d ian  E m pire  conferred on th e  H ou’ble Mr. Ju s tice  
S iibram auia Iyer, C.I.E., and the  K n ig h t Bachelorhood conferred on the 
H on 'b le  Mr. V . B hashyam  Iyengar, A cting  A dvocate-G eneral. These tw o 
gentlem en a re  types of all th » t is  best am ongst educated  and d is tinguished  
In d ian s in th is P residency , which is saying a  g rea t deal, for th e  M adrassi 
m ore than  holds his own in qua litie s  of head and h ea rt and  in excellences of 
good citizenship w ith  his com patrio ts of o th er provinces. H onours bestowed 
on men like Mr. Ju s tic e  Subram atiy I> e r and Mr. B hashyam  Iy en g ar reflect 
a s  much c re d ito n  the G overnm ent as on the  recip ients them selves.

T B E O S O P H Y  IN  B U RM A .
A le tte r  from  an F . T. S. in R angoon brings us the  welcome news th a t 

in te re s t in Theosophy seems to be gain ing  ground am ong the  well-to-do and  
h ighly  educated  B urm ans. E fforts a re  being made to revive the Irraw ad y  
T. S.

B U D D H IS T  B A ZA A R .
The B uddh ist Fancy B azaar in aid of th e  B uddh ist Schools of Ceylon 

which are  under the Theosophical Society will be held on the 12th, 13th, 
14th, 15th and 16th May 1900.

All friends of and  sym pathisers w ith the  cause of education and  the  moral 
e levation of the  boys aud  g irls  of Ceylon are  requested to help the movem ent.

C on tribu tion *  in  m on ey  will be thankfu lly  received, and acknow ledged in 
“ Tlie B u d d h i» t.,t

H . D i a s ,  

S ecre ta ry , T .S . ,
61, M a lib a n  S t., F ort, C olom bo .

T H E  PA N C H A M A  SC H O O L  F U N D .
W e havo g rea t pleasure ia  acknow ledging the  receip t of a  second donfe 

tion  from our anonym ous b u t generous “ E uropean Tbeomophist,” of Rs. 1,500 
to r the Pancham a.School Fund . There is still room for others, to d o jik e -



wise, and  th e  re su lt of the  recent exam ination of the  pupils a t  the  O lc o tt  
F ree  School, which showed 95° / 0 of passes, indicates th a t the donations a re  
no t misapplied.

A STR O LO G Y  O N  R A C IA L  IN T E R M A R R IA G E .
R efering to a contem plated m arriage betw een a respectable H indu  g ir l  

and an  English  B arris te r , a  correspondent of th e  I n d ia n  M irro r  sends th e  
following astrological fo re c a s t:—

“ In  th is year of the conjunction of the  seven planets, th e re  will be m a n y  
calam ities, and every th in g  happening in th is year will have a  baneful e f fe c t 
hereafter. T hus the  proposed m arriage bodes no good to  the H indu S o c ie ty . 
A second m arriage  of th is k ind  will take  place in C alcutta, in J a n u a r y ,  
1901 ; a  th ird  in A ugust follow ing; and  a  fourth  in the beginning of the  y e a r  
1905—creating  a  g rea t sensation in the orthodox H indu  com m unity of B en g a l. 
Thenceforth  snch m arriages will be common am ong the educated  H in d u  
g irls . D irect railw ay com m unication between C alcu tta  and London w ilt 
be established in 191*2, and such occurrences will then be very f re q u e n t, 
w hen they will cease to  aw aken public in te rest o r create  any sensation ."



S U P P L E M E N T  T O

THE THEOSOPHIST.

M A R C H ,  1 9  0 0 .

M O N T H LY  F IN A N C IA L  ST A T E M E N T .

The following receip ts from  27th Ja n u a ry  to  24th F eb ruary  1900 are 
acknow ledged w ith th a n k s :—

H eadquarters F und .
rs . a. v.

M r. C. Sam biah. M ylapore ... ... ... 1 8  0
Mr. C. W. Sanders. G eneral S ecretary , N . Z. Section

25«/0 Dues £  2-14-4 ... ... ... 40 2  0

L ibrary F und.
M r. C. Sam biah. M vlapore ... ... ... 1 8  0
A n F . T. S. of B urm a ... ... ... 50 0 0

A nniversary F und.
M r. M* S ingaravelu  M oodeliar, V ellore, Subscrip tion  for 

1899, Convention Food Expenses... ... ... 5  0 0
Mr. A . Ram asw am i S astria r , C uddalore Do ... 7 0 0
Mr. V. K . D esikachariar. P eriaku lam  Do ... 5 0 0
M r. C. K. C hinnasw am i Iy e r, do Do ... 1 8  0

T he P resident’s P ropaganda T our.
M r. V. C. Sesha C hariar, M ylapore ... ... 50 0  0
Mr. Je h a n g ir  Sorabji and B rothers, H yderabad, Deccan ... 28 0 0
M aharaja  B ahadur S ir  Jo tin d ra  M ohan Tagore, C alcu tta  ... 100 0 0
Mr. K. P erra ju  Coconada ... ... ... 10  0 O
Dr. J .  Kdal Behram , S u ra t ... ... ... 100 0 0
Mr, T . M. Sundram  Pillai, E rode ... ... ... 10  0  O
Hon. S ir S. Subram anier, M ylapore ... ... 10 0  0  0
M r. V. Coopooswami Iyer, T iru tu rap u n d i ... ... 17 0 0
M r. A. R am achandra Iyer, B angalore ... ... 10 0  0  O
Mr. A. N ilakan ta  Sastri, S riva ikun tam  ... ... 10  0  0
Babu R asbihari M ukeriji, U tta rap n ra  ... ... 100 0 O
M r. V. V engu Iyer, Pal gh a t ... ... ... 15 0 0
R ao B ahadur Jan a rd an  Sakharam  Gadgil, W ai ... 25 0  0

T. V  UIARAGH A VA CHARLU
T reasurer, T . S .

A d y a r ,  M a d r a s .  
24th  F e b ru a ry , 1900.

O B IT U A R Y .
M rs. S arah  S. G ostling, wife of ou r esteem ed bro ther, D avid Gostling, 

of Bombay (P residen t of th e  Bombay B ranch, T. S.), passed from th is life on 
the 13th F eb ruary  last, a fte r a  brief illness from pneum onia. She was nn 
active sym path iser w ith and w orker in the A nti-vivisection movem ent, and  
labored earnestly  to  d issem inate facts concerning the ou trages p rac tised  
upon innocent anim als by tho m aterialistic  scientists of the  p resen t age. She 
will be missed by a large circle of friends. O ur sincere sym pathies are 
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extended to the bereaved relatives. W e copy the  following tr ib u te  to  th e  
memory of th e  late M rs. G oatling, from the  I n d ia n  S p e c ta to r :—

“  In  Mrs. Goatling Bombay loses one of the  m ost energetic of our lady-workers. 
Hers was a wonderfully active life, an exam ple to  the more fashionable of her sex  
in th is country. Though a  good speaker, well inform ed and impressive, Mrs. 
Gostling preferred working quietly. Am idst her m any domestic duties, she alw ays 
found tim e for public duties, to  help the  poor among her fellow creatures and to  
vindicate the  claims of the  anim al world* All may be not agreed as to the  nature o f 
her mission or the success of her efforts b n t th e  intentions of the  w orker cannot b n t 
be gratefu lly  remembered. Mrs. Gostling moreover had the  courage of her con vie- 
tions to  which she clung against all odds. And th is tra it  of character perhaps never 
showed itself in bolder relief than  a t a m eeting held a t  the  Town Hall under th e  
auspices of a form er Governor of Bombay for the  purpose of establishing a  Fasten r  
In stitu te . Mrs. Gostling was alm ost th e  only lady dissentient and stood alone in  
sp ite  of very strong  opposition, on the side of tro th  and meroy. This rem inds u s 
of her long and valuable services in th e  oause of hum anity. K arly in life she w as 
convinced of the terrib le cruelties to which anim als were subjected a t  the  a lta r  c f 
spurious science and regarded Vivisection as the  darkest blot on m odern civiliza- 
tion. Mrs. Gostliug’s zeal in connection with the local Auti-vivigectiou Society of 
which she was Honorary Secretary for a  num ber of years oannot be too h ighly 
praised. I t  is sad to  have to miss her m otherly presence a t  those quiet g a th e rin g s 
whore she m ade herself felt in the  in terest of the  helpless by an irrepressible o u t
spokenness which made some of her native colleagues very uncomfortable for th e  
moment.'*

E D U C A T IO N  O F T H E  PA N C H A M A S.
The Hindu, of February 22nd, has the  f o l l o w i n g A  small gathering  assembled 

a t the Olcott Free School on Tuesday last to witness the  presentation of a beautiful 
turban cloth to  the  Head-master, P. Krishnaswamy Pillay. as a  gift from Col. H. S. 
O lcott, the  Founder of the school, who is now oa.iiis way to Europe. The M anager 
of the school, Dr. English, in presenting the  d o th , complimented the  H ead-m aster on 
the  thorough m anner in which he had discharged his educational work, as shown by 
th e  recent exam ination which gave 9a per cent, of passes to  these  poor Pancham a 
pupils—about 25 per cent, above the average in  e ither European o r caste schools.**

I t  should be borne in m ind th a t  som e share  of th e  c red it of tb e  excep
tionally  good resu lts  m entioned above a re  due  to  th e  fa ith fu l labors oi M iss 
8 * E, Palm er, B. Sc., tb e  E ducational S uperin tenden t of these  Panchama 
Schools.

M IS S IN G  N U M B E R S O F  T H E O S O P H IS T .
I f  any of on r subscribers have e ither o r all of th e  th ree  follow ing num bers 

of tho T heosoph ist, v iz ., Septem ber, vol. 3 ; October, vol. 8 , and  A pril, vol. 14, 
we shall be very g lad  to purchase them , if they  can be spared. P lease address 
M anager, T heosoph ist Office, A dyar, Madras*

N E W  B R A N C H E S.
J a n u a ry  11,1900.

A ch a rte r  has been issued to  th e  M ount Hood L odge T. S., P o rtlan d , 
O regon, w ith  ? ch a rte r  m em bers, M rs. Belle J . M orse (Gen,. P . O.), being 
S ecre ta ry ; also to N orth  S ta r  Lodge T. S., W est Superior, W is., w ith  9 ch a r
te r  m em bers $ S ecre tary  being M rs. F rances P . M urdock, 116 A gen Block. 
B u t as the  form er takes the  place of th e  W illam ette  T. S., and  as the  L ily 
Dale T. S., L ily  D ale N. Y., lias expired, the  num ber of B ranches in the 
A m erican Section rem ains as before—71*

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n *.
G eneral Secretary.

BO O K S FO R  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .
W e have received from  K han B ahadur K handalvala, Judge , Sm all C ause 

C ourt, Poona, a large  box of books which were donated  by th e  late 
Mr. A. D. Ezekiel, to the A dyar L ibrary. We are  always gratefu l for such



donation?, and hope our friends who have books to spare, will remember onr 
Library and send us tbe books, which can thus be made serviceable to 
the public*.

BUDDHIST BAZAAR.
The Buddhist Fancy Bazaar in aid ol the Buddhist Schools of Ceylon 

which are under tbe Theosophical Society, will be held ou the 12th, 13th, 
14th, 15th and 16th of May, 1900.

All friends of and sympathisers with the cause of education and the 
moral elevation of the boys und girls of Ceylon are requested to help the 
movement.

( 'o n ir ih u lio n s  m m o n e y  will be thankfully received and acknowledged in 
T h e  B u d d h is t .

PUBLIC OPINION CONCERNING Mas. BESANT.
As showing the trend of public thought in India, we quote the following 

from the Bombay correspondent of the Hindu*, who writes, briefly, in relation 
to Mrs. Besant's visit to that city. After referring to the great calamities 
which afflict India, he continues

I t  is  n o w  t h a t  w e  a re  i n  a  m o o d  to  l i s te n  to  g o d ly  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w h o  h a r e  
d e v e lo p e d  th e i r  s p i r i tu a l  n a tn r e  a n d  m in is te r  to  o u r  s p i r i tu a l  w a n ts .  L o o k ed  a t  f ro m  
t h i s  s ta n d p o in t ,  M rs. A n n ie  B e s n n t  la id  t h e  B o m b a y ite s  n n d e r  a  g r e a t  o b lig a tio n  in  
b r in g in g  to  th e m  a t  th i s  c r i t ic a l  h o u r  th e  c o n so la tio n  o f  h e r  D iv in e  M iss io n . 
A lth o u g h  w e a re  n e i th e r  T h e o s o p h is ts  n o r  a d m ire r s  o f  t h e i r  e so te r ic is m , w e  f r e e ly  
r e c o g n is e  t l ie  s p i r i tu a l  h e ig h t  to  w h ic h  t h a t  la d y  h a s  rea ch ed *  T h e  e x e m p la ry  l ife  
• h e  h a s  a lw a y s  led  i s  a lo n e  enongh to  w in  a n y  h o n e s t  m a n ’s  r e s p e c t  a n d  r e g a r d .  H e r  
e a r n e s tn e s s ,  h o n e s ty  o f  p u rp o s e  a n d  d e v o tio n  to  t r u t h  a r e  u n q u e s tio n a b le ,  a n d  i t  is  
n o  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  y o u n g  a n d  o ld  o f  B o m b a y , i r r e s p e c t iv e  o f  c a s te  o r  c re e d ,  
c ro w d e d  in to  t h e  G a ie ty  T h e a t r e  t o  h e a r  h e r  le c tu re  o n  d e v o tio n . H e r  e x p o s it io n  
w a s  m a s te r ly  a s  u sual*  8 h e  d e f in e d  w h a t  d e v o tio n  w a s , d is t in g u is h in g  i t  f r o m  
f a n a t ic is m , p ity  f o r  in fe r io rs  a n d  lo r e  fo r  e q u a ls .  S h e  d e fin e d  i t  a s  a  fe e lin g  o f  
a f fe c tio n  fo r  a  s u p e r io r , h a v in g  i t s  fo u n d a tio n  in  o u r  e m o tio n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  in te l l e c t .  
S h e  a llu d e d  to  th e  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f d e v o tio n , r e f e r r in g  to  d e v o tio n  to  c o u n tr y  a n d  t e  
a  h ig h  id e a l .  I n  d e sc r ib in g  th e  la t te r ,  s h e  s e e m e d  to  b e  re m in d e d  o f  h e r  o ld  f r ie n d  M r. 
B ra d la u g h ,  w h o , w e  a l l  k n o w , h a s  n o  e q n a l  a s  a  D e v o te e  o f  a n  I d e a l .  S h e  tb e n  to ld  
h e r  b e a r e r s  th e  th r e e  w a y s  o f  a c q u i r in g  i t — re a d in g  d e v o tio n a l b o o k s , sec o n d ly , 
c o n c e n tr a t io n  a n d  m e d i ta t io n ,  a n d  th i r d ly ,  c o n ta c t  w ith  o r  s e r v ic e  u n d e r  a  G uru . 
L a s t ty ,  s h e  dw «1t o n  tb e  u t i l i t y  o f  d e v o tio n . S h e  p o in te d  o u t  how  i t  b u r n t  u p  t h e  
c o a r s e r  s id e  o f  o n r  n a tu r e  a n d  b y  s t r e n g th e n in g  th e  s p i r i t  o f  se lf» sacrifie«  
p u r if ie d  th e  D iv in e  E le m e n t in  i t .

Printed by TitoMrsoK and C o .,  in the T h eo so p h is t  department of the M in e rv a
Press, Madras, aud published for the proprietors by the business Maaa*
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S U P P L E M E N T  T O

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

A P R I L ,  1 9 0 0 .

M O N TH LY  F IN A N C IA L  STA TEM EN T.

The following receipts from 25t.li February to 26th March 1900 are 
acknowledged with thanks :—

H e a d q u a r t e r s  F u n d .

r s . a. »\
Babu Upendranath Basu, General Secretary, Indian Section, 

Theosophical Society, Benares, for 25 «/<, Dues from 1st 
October to 31st December 1899 ... ... ... 215 1 6

M r. Alexander Fullerton, General Secretary, American Sec
tion, Theosophical Society, New York, fo r25°/0 Dues from 
1st May 1899 to 31st January 1900, a cbcque for £36*10-2 
(«> R*. 15 per £, cashed ... ... ... ... 547 10 0

Mi*. C. Sambiah Chettiar Garu, Monthly Subscription ... 1 8 o

A n n i v e r s a r y  F u n d .

Mr. Y . Sundaram Iyer, Sathiaveda, for last convention Food
expense ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 0 0

M obndji Rustonji K . Mode for his wire’s Annual dues ... 10 0 0
M r. V . Cooppooswami Iyer, for the Tirntarapundy Theoso

phical Society for last Convention Food Expenses ... 5 0 0

L i b r a r y  F u n d .

An F. T. S. of Burma, Monthly Subscription ... ... 50 0 o
M r. C. Sambiah Chettiar Garu, Monthly Subscription ... 1 8  0

A d y a r , M a d r a s , > T. V i j i a r a g h a y a  C h a r l u ,
*27th March 19(K>. j  Treasurer, T. S.

T H E  P R E S ID E N T  IN  EU R O PE.
The President-Founder w riting from Suez on his outward voyage to 

Europe, says the passage was mo smooth, bright aud pleasant as to seem like 
a pleasure jaunt in a private yacht on tbe Mediterranean. He writes in 
warmest praise of the management of the North German Lloyd's Company, 
whose servants make the passengers of the Second Saloon as comfortable as 
those of the F irst Saloon find themselves, in the boats of other companies. 
He strongly advises his friends, especially Indians, to travel by these boats. 
H is ship, the ** Sachsen ’’ was delayed by an accident to her machinery, before 
reaching Colombo, so that instead of Col. Olcott landing at Naples on the 5th 
March, as he had anticipated, he arrived there only on the morning of the 7th. 
Here is still another of those strange illustrations of the persistency with 
which he is followed throughout his work by this fateful number. May it 
prove this time, as always hitherto, a herald of complete success for his 
present important tour.

He found the Rome Branch in a flourishing condition, numbering sixty 
-members. A t latest advices he had given one lecture there, and two more 
were in prospect, after which be leaves for Florence, M ilan and Southern 
France.



CHANGE OF ADDRESS
C orrespondents nre desired  to  n ote  that, th e  address of the G eneral 

Secretary  of the A m erican Section , M r. A lexander F u llerton , has been  
changed to 46, 5th Ave*, N ew  York.

O B IT U A R Y .

I t  is w ith  sincere sorrow that we learn of the death  o f M rs. P . D . K h an  
of Bom bay, who passed from earth -life  on M arch 13th , her d isease b e in g  
plague. The m em bers of the fam ily of the deceased w ill please accept o u r  
heartfelt sym pathy.

NEW* B R A N C H E S .

( )n January 18th, a charter was issned to tho L ew iston  T. S ., L ew iston,. 
Mnine, with 7 charter m embers. T he P resident is  Mr. L in d ley  L . H am ilton  
and the Secretary is M iss Clara L. H am ilton, 16 A rch  A ve . O n  
February 1st, a charter w as issued to the Cedar R ap ids T .S ., Cedar R a p id s. 
Iow a, w ith  8 charter-m em bers. There are now 7*2 B ranches in th e  A m erican  
Section, but several w ill soon disappear.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n .
General Secretary.

E R R O R S IN  S IG N A T U R E .
\Ve are inform ed th at the signatu res appended to  tfite artic le  on  

B hakti and Jnanam , in February and March Theosophists, were erroneous, 
and that Mr. T. Sada S iva  A yer’s nam e should  have appeared instead.

B U D D H IS T  B A Z A A R .

Tho B ud dh ist B azaar w hich was noticed  in  a previous issu e  o f th e  
Theosophist has been postponed t ill  27th Jn ly , 1900. Those w ho sym p a
thise w ith  the cause of B uddhist education in Ceylon, can send contribu
tions in m oney to H . Dias, Secretary, B uddhist T. S., 01, M aliban S t., P ettah  
Colombo. A ll donations for the Bazaar w ill be acknow ledged in  The 
Buddhist.



S U P P L E M E N T  T O

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

M A Y ,  1 9 0 0 .

MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
Tlie following receipts from 27th March to 26th April 1900 are acknow

ledged with thanks:—
H e a d - q u a r t e r s  F u n d .  u s .  a . r .

M r. E . A nnasaw m y M udaliar, T iruvellore ...............................  1 0  O
„ C. Sam biah Garu, M ylapore, subscription  .................  1 8  0

M rs. Id a  R. P utcli, through Mr. A- F u llerton , donation ... 10 4 O
M r. T. W . W illiam s, entrance fee, R s. 5 .................  ... 3 12 fr
B abn U pendranath Basu. G eneral Secretary, Indian Section ,

T. S ., Benares, for the quarter from  January to M arch
1900 . ..  . ..  .........................................................  552 1 6

L i b r a r y  F u n d .

A n  F . T. S . o f Burm a, for M arch 1900, subscription .................  50 0 0*
M r. C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore, subscrip tion .........................  1 8  0

A n n i v e r s a r y  F u n d .

B angalore Cantonm ent T heosophical S o c iety  am ount su b
scribed for last convention food e x p e n s e s ...............................  20 0  0*

Coim batore Branch do do ............................... 10 0 0
M r. K . N . D vived i, M om basa, annual dues ...............................  5 O o
„  T. W . W illiam s, annual dues for 1900 ... ... ... 15 0  0-

P a n c i i a m a  E d u c a t i o n  F i n d .

E len a  A dolfovna, M ilano, through Col. O lcott, P. T. S., £50 ... 750 0  0- 
P r e s id e n t ’s T r a v e l l in g  F und .

E len a  A dolfovna, M ilano, for Col. O lcott’s T ravellin g  F und, £ 50. 750 0 0- 

. A d y a r ,  M a d r a s . ) T. V i j i a r a g h a v a  O h a r u i / u ,
2dlh April 1900. j Treasurer, T. »S'.

THE PRESIDENT'S TOUR.
On the 14th March the President mnved on to the, next station of his 

Xuropean tour, the classical and beantiful city of Florence ; followed, as Mrs* 
Cooper-Oakley and other Roman friends wrote him, by the loving regrets of 
all the members of the Rome Branch T. S. The President wishes us to record 
liis warm appreciation of Mrs. Oakley’s excellent management of his Roman 
v is i t ; every working hour was filled, every local member given the opportunity 
of conversing with him and submitting questions, and the requests of influen-, 
tial outsiders for interviews at their owu houses complied with.

The exceptional cold of tho season was much felt by the President, 
coming, as it did so suddenly after his leaving the Tropics. The Italian 
bouses are not built for warmth and the appliances for artificial licnting ar« 
poor j but such inconveniences are not serious enough to one of his robust 
constitution to impede his work. Our Branch at Florence is but jnst formed 
yet contains several persons of ability and hifch rank, and under the lead of 
Mrs. Bertha Sythes, F. T. S., Of Boston, promises to have a prosperous future- 
I t  has a handsomely furnished large room in a central position, and already 
possesses quite a library of theosophical books. Col. Olcott, for lack of a



com petent interpreter, was obliged to a ttem pt »  feat w hich w as som ew hat 
try in g  for the first t im e: he had to  lecture in tw o language?, sp e a k in g *  
phrase in E ng lish  and then  g iv in g  it  in French. H e says that he fonnd ife 
m uch less troublesom e than to use an interpreter, for he had the thread o f  
his discourse in h is m ind and could better translate it than conld a  th ird  
party to whom the ideas were expressed for the first tim e. A  conversazione  
w as held by him on the 16th M;m*h and on the 18th a second lectnre was t o  
be g iven  at oar L odge rooms. The President’s tim e was fo lly  occupied , a s id e  
from  lectures, in a tten d in g  various social functions, receptions, dinners*  
breakfasts and in h o ld in g  drawing-room  gatherin gs and conversazione, a t a l l  
o f which theosophy was a  topic for earnest discussion . The m ost in flu en tia l 
persons in social position and in the world of letters have g rea tly  a ss is ted  
him  in h is work by opening their  hom es for m eetings and by in v itin g  person s  
to  hear him . A  week was spent in F lorence nnd, as a correspondent w rite*, 
it  was “ fu ll of helpful instruction  and insp iration to  all who cam e in co n ta ct  
w ith  our beloved P rcsident-Fonnder and he carries from  the lodge in  
F lorence the love and gratitu de of evcrv m em ber.” Colonel O lcott had t h e  
great pleasure of m eeting, after ten j’ears'separation , h is brother’s ch a rm in g  
w ife and daughter, at F lo r e n c e ,  where they were passing the w inter. T h ey  
both have a strong  desire to v is it  him at A dyar and possib ly m ay do so l 
M rs. E m m et O lcott has been h is loya l friend and defender through out a l l  
the attack s on him in Am erica.

The successes reported from R om e and F lorence seem  to have been re
peated a t Milan. Mrs. W illiam s, F . T. S ., Colonel O lcott’s kind hostess, writes 
th at during h is stay of a week he had given two public lectures to  au d ien ces  
w hich com prised m any influential people of the c ity , such as U n iv ersity  P ro 
fessors, P rofessional m en, P u b lic ists and th e  prom oters o f  various reform  
m ovem ents, besides w hich there were m any persons of tbe h ig h est social 
position. H is d iscourses wero delivered in  French, the first b e in g  u p o n  
the “ Theosphical Society  and Theosophy in general," thesecond, by request, o n  

Reincarnation and K arm a.” Both were liberally  applauded a t the c lose. An 
in terest was evidently  created in Lhe general su bject and orders were given 
for books. Dr. Barhieri who w ill be rem em bered by our old readers as form 
erly  physician to the k in g  of Burma, and who is  now liv iu g  at M ilan, tbo 
P rincess T roubetzkoy and several other ladies and gentlem en m et tbo 
P resident on the *26th March aud form ed them selves into a branch o f tho 
•Society w ith Dr. Barbieri as P resident, M iss G atey as Secretary and Mile. 
L ischka as Trensurer. O ur local colleagues express them selves as g la d  to 
have b e c o m e  personally acquainted w ith the P resident-F ounder and to  havo 
thus been able to  realize the constitutional and international character  o f  th e  
Socicty . There is reason to hope that w ith the com bined efforts o f th e  intelli
g en t and educated persons com posing the new brauch, the ancien t capital of 
Lom bardy m ay become one of those evolutionary centres by whose unselfish  ac
t iv ity  th is great m ovem ent o f  ours is rapidly spreading over the earth . A* 
correspondent w rites that at the second lecture h is audience com prised co lteg o  
professors, ph ysician s,law yers and persons- of U»e h igh est aristocracy— Prin
cesses, D uchesses, B aronesses and Counts— and all listened w ith attention 
nnd interest to an expression of the sa tisfy in g  truths of the W isdom  Religion. 
T he Colonel never forgets his beloved India, no m atter where his p h ysica l b od y  
m ay be, and so w e are not surprised to find that a  friend in M ilan has given 
him £00 for the Pancham a education work.

From  M ilnn, Col m ol O leott m oved on to  N ice, from w hich place also wo 
havo reports of his successfu l work- H ere onr P resident lectured , on two 
days, in E nglish  in the afternoon and in French in th e  even ing, th e  subject 
for both lectures being ihe sam e. A t a  conversazione held a t Mrs. Burnett’a 
home, where the branch usually  m eets, the Colonel bad the pleasure of meeting 
M ajor F assitt, of N ew  Y ork, who heard h is inaugural address a t tbe founding 
of th eT . S . in 187o. The conversation  whs chiefly concern ing H. P. B. and it 
added much to the in terest of those present to have Major and Mrs. Farsitt, 
who were called upon by the Colonel, tell w hat they knew  of her. From tbo 
reports received, one learns th a t the P resident is in terestin g  th e  moro 
thou ghfu l and in tellectu al persons he m eets, in onr philosophy, and this 
certa in ly  augnrs w ell for the fu ture of the S ociety . A t  last adv ices tbo 
P resident had ju st reached Toulon.



J. 0. CHATTERJI.
One of the most important events (in view of its possible conseqrsences) 

in our history is the course of lectures given by Pandit J. C. Chatterji, F. T. S.* 
a t the Holy City of Christendom. We have noticed elsewhere the fact of- 
his having drawn crowds to hear him at the University, and now quoie from 
h Roman Journal the following announcement:—

“  W e a ro  g la d  to  b e  a b le  to  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  M r. J .  C . C h a t te r j i ,  w h o se  le c tu r e s  in  
R n g lish  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  R o m e  h a v e  a t t r a c t e d  la rg e  c ro w d p , 1m s k in d ly  c o n sen ted , 
t o  g iv e  tw o  le c tu r e s  a t  th e  H o te l  M a r in i  o n  th e  1 7 th  a n d  24-th o f  th i s  m o u th  a t  3
P.M.

T h e  p ro c e e d s  o f  th e  s a le  o f  th e  t ic k e ts ,  w h ic h  c o s t  3 l i r e  f o r  e a c h  le c tu r e ,  a r e  
t o  b e  h a n d e d  o v e r  to  th e  B r i t is h  C o n su l iu  R o m e  in  a id  o f th e  M an s io n  H o u se  F u n d  
a n d  o f th e  I m p e r ia l  Y e o m a n ry  H o s p i ta l .

W e  a p p e n d  th e  d e ta i l s  o f  t h e  le c tu re s  a n d  a  l i s t  o f  p la c e s  w h e re  th e y  m a y  b a  
fo u n d  o n  sa le .

L e c tu re  1 (S a tu rd a y , M arch 17 th ) .— W h a t t h e  nindns s a y  a b o u t  t h e  s o c ia l ,  
p o litic n l a n d  r e l ig io u s  c o n d itio n  o f  In d ia  5 ,000  y e a r s  ag o , i l lu s t r a te d  by  s to r ie s  from , 
t h e  M ah& bh& rata. I n d ia ’s  p la c e  iu  th e  h is to ry  o f  M an . In v is ib le  c a u s e s  o f  th o  
W a r .  T h e  c o n te n d in g  p a r t ie s .  A p p a re n t  c a u s e s  o f th e  W a r . M e d ia tio n  o f th e  D e i ty  
I n c a r n a te .  F ig h t  in e v i ta b le .

L e c tu re  2 (S a tu rd a y , M arch  2 -tt /i) .— O n K u r n k s h e t r a , ' t h e  fa m o u s  fie ld  o f  
b a t t l e .  R e v ie w  o f  tlm  A rm ie s  d ra w n  a n d  th e i r  g e n e r a l s .  G r ie f  o f  P r in c e  A r ju n a ,  
t h e  C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f  o f  th e  r ig h t e o u s  p a r ty .  I s  w a r  a lw a y s  a n  ovil ? V is io n  o f  
A r ju n a .  T h e  E ig h t  G a te s  o f  T nd ia  o p e n e d  to  th e  o u ts id e  N a tio n s . C o n s r lu e n o e s  o f  
t h e  w a r  d o w n  to  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  H o w  th e  H in d u s  r e la te  th e  A u c ie n t  W a r  to  t h e  
H r i t i s h  R u le  a n d  t h e i r  v is io n  o f  t h e  F u tu r e .

y .B ,— O r ig in a l S a n s k r i t  v e rse s  w ill b e  a lso  r e c i t e d j n  i l lu s t r a t io n . ’’

NEW AMERICAN BRANCHES.
A charter has been issued to the Omaha T. S., Omaha, Neb., with 12 

•charter member*. The Willamette T. S. has dissolved.
On March 13th a charter was issued to the Eltka T. S., Corry, Pa., with 

7 charter members. The President is Mrs. Helen S. Johnson, the Secretary 
is Mrs. Josephine R. Wilson, 85 W. Washington St. There are now 7-4 
Branches in the American Section.

Alkx v x d k r  F c j . l e r t o x .
General Secretary,„

The following new Branches are reported from India : Amraoti, tho 
President is N. M. Desai, Esq., the Secretary, V. K. Kale, Esq., Tenali, the 
President is Y. Bhavana Chari, Esq., the Secretary, D. Purusottama Garu, 
Esq., Bansbaria, the President is Raja Kshitendra Deb Roy, the Secretary, 
Babu Pashupati Nath Chatterjee.

U p K X D R A X . v T r r  B a s u ,
<ieneral Secretary*

M. PIERRE LOTI A THEOSOPHIST.
The Indian Mirror says : “ M. Pierre Loti, is the latest European literary 

cclebrity to ioin the Theosophical Society. He whs duly initiated a member 
of the Society at Benares. M. Pierre Loti is an acquisition to the Theoso- 
phical Society. One by one, the highest thinkers and foremost writers are 
marshalling themselves under the peaceful banner—with tho legend of 
Universal Brotherhood—of the immortal Brothers of the East. ”

OBITUARY'.
A correspondent of The ffiwla  reports the death of the venerable 

Rajput, Puncham Singh Bahadur, nt the age of 111)years. Those who have 
attended onr annual conventions of tho T. S., at the Adyar Headquarters, 
will remember his freqnent presence there, and his vigorous bearing 
ns he was conducted to the platform by the President- His eyesight is said 
to have been ‘‘perfect to the last, and his memory unimpaired/’ He had 
never suffered any physical disability save slight rheimatic pains. His



diet was of tbe simplest kind—one meal per day, and a little milk at niglit 
being sufficient for his needs. In view of bis military services in the past, 
lie was a conspicuous figure at the Government House Garden parties, Recep
tions and Levees. As the writer of the notice says:

I n  v a in  h e  h a d  m o re  th n n  o n c e  a p p e a le d  to  th e  su cc e ss iv e  G o v e rn o rs  fo r  t h e  
r e c o g n it io n  o f  h is  e m in e n t  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  B r i t is h  B a j a t  a  t im e  w h e n  i t s  p r e s t ig e  
w a s  a t  s ta k e .  H e  a s p ir e d  n o t  to  t i t u l a r  d is t in c t io n s ,  b n t  fo r  so m e  p ra c t ic a l  re c o g 
n i t io n  in  t h e  s h a p e  o f h s m a ll a l lo w a n c e  to w a rd s  h is  liv e lih o o d , in  h is  la s t  d a y s .  
H o w e v e r ,  b y  th e  g ra c e  o f  G od, th e  c e n te n a r ia n  liv e d  ab o v e  w a n t,  h is  d ie t  h a v in g  
b e e n  b u t  s im p le ,  w h ile  th e  c o m fo r t  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  h is  d e p e n d a n ts  c o n ce rn e d  h im  

m o s t ,  a n d  on  w h ic h  a c c o u n t  h e  h a d  to  s e e k  th e  s u c c o u r  o f  G o v e rn m e n t a n d  h i s  
r e s p e c ta b le  f r ie n d s .  E v e r  th o u g h tf u l  o f  G o d , f e a r fu l  o f  s in ,  th e  c e n te n a r ia n  p a s s e d  
l i i s  d a y s ,  p ra c t i s in g  v i r tu e  a n d  p ie ty ,  a n d  p a ss e d  off f ro m  th i s  f r a i l  w o rld  •  •  *  
w i th o n t  t h e  le a s t  p a in  o r  p a n g , le a v in g  b e h in d  h im  a  la rg e  fa m ily  c o n s is t in g  o f  
d a u g h te r s ,  g ra n d -d a u g h te r s ,  g r e a t -g ra n d -d a u g h te r s ,  a n d  g re a t* g ra n d so n s ,  b e s id e s  a  
l a r g e  c irc le  o f f r ie n d s  to  b e m o an  h is  lo ss.

M U S IC S  SC BOOL AND ORPHANAGE, COLOMBO, CEYLON.
The many friends of this Institution and of Mrs. Higgins, its Principal, 

will be pleased to learn of the satisfactory results obtained by the three girls 
pent in for the Cambridge Local Examination—Miss Elsie de Silva for the 
Senior and Misses Aldea de Alwis and Leela de Soyza for the Junior, the 
former being the first Sinhalese pupil from a Buddhist Girls’ School who
ever went in for the Senior Examination. These girls have deservedly 
brought credit upon the School, its Principal and her associates.

BRANCH HINDU COLLEGE.
We learn with pleasure that a Branch Hindu College aFter the model of 

the Central one in Benares is proposed to be opened iu Midnapore. The 
members of the Local Theosophical Society are the chief promoters of the pro
posed institution.

THE DURBANGA SCHOOL.
The Raj School of Darbanga is in future to be conducted on the lines of 

Mrs. Besuut’s Hindu College at Benares. The study of Urdu will be done 
away with, students being compelled to take Sanskrit.

WHITE LOTUS DAY.
Suitable exercises in commemoration of Mndame Blavatsky’s life and 

death will be held in the large hall of the Theosophical Society at Adyar ou 
May 8th at 4 p.m. All frieuds of Theosophy will be welcome.

NEW T. S. HALL IN MADURA.
A correspondent of the Hindu gives nn extended account of the opening 

of the new Hall of the branch Theosophical Society in Madura on 16th April 
last, with appropriate religious ceremonies connected with its consecration. 
Speeches were made by Brahmasri Sivarama Sastrial, by Mr. P. Narayana 
Aiyar, the President of the branch, the gentleman who has stood by the 
Society and been staunch to it throngh sunshine and storm, and to whose 
unvarying exertions, great enthusiasm aud noble self-sacrifice the branch 
owes its handsome building, and by Mr. Y. Swaminatha Aiyar. b.a. A 
highly sympathetic congratulatory telegram was received from the Rajah of 
Ramnad. The proceedings terminated with the distribution of garlands and 
paai-mpari among the audience and tho sprinkling of rose water.

We have also received a pamphlet embodying a Report of thc working of 
tho Madura Theosophical Society from 1883 to 1900.
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EXECUTIVE NOTICE.
T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y ,

P resident’s Oeeice,
L o n d o n * , M a y ,  1900.

The consent of tbe General Comtcil having been obtained» the under
signed gives notice tbat Rules 27 and 30 Lave been modified so as to read as 
follows:

Rule 27. Unattached members not belonging to any Section or Branch 
shall pay the usual 5«. Entrance Fee and an Annual Subscription of £ ’ 1 to 
the General Treasury.

Rule 30. The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held at 
Adyar and Benares alternately, in the month of December*

H. S .  O l c o t t , P. T. S .

MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
The following receipts from 27th April to 26tb May 1900 are acknowledged 

with thanks:—
H e a d q u a r t e r s  F i n d .  B s .  a . p.

Mons. Ch. Blech, Treasurer of the French Section, Theo
sophical Society. Paris, for 25u/0 Dues ... ... 1 7 0  0  0

Mr. C. Sambiah Chettiar, Mylapore, Subscription. ... 1 8  0
L ib r a r y  F u n d .

An F. T. S. of Burma, Subscription for April ... ... 50 0  0
Mr. C. Sambiah Chettiar, Mylapore, Subscription. ... 1 8  0

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .

Mr. Y. Vasudeva Iyer, Cuddapah, for food expense of last.
Convention. ... ... ... ... ... 5 0 0

Messrs. A. Saptarish and B. Siva Rao do ... 3 0  0
Mr. T. Chidambara Rao, Kurnool. do ... 5 0  0

W h i t e  L o t u s  D ay F u n d .
Mr. T. P. Srivenkateswarulu, Cocanada. ... ... 2 0  0

A d y a r , M a d r a s , ) T. V w ia r a g iia v a  C h a r l u .
26th May, 1900. J Treasurer, T. K

THE PRESIDENT IN EUROPE.
We have few details of "Colonel Olcott’s tour since onr last issue. 

He has lectured and held conversazione in Toulon, Grenoble, Marseilles. 
Lyons and spent one day in Paris, in all of which places he met our 
members and interested thoughtful enquirers. From Paris, the Colonel 
crossed over to London, stopping two days; then went on to Edinburgh, 
and visited both Manchester and Birmingham on his way back to Loudon. 
He found enthusiastic and devoted members in each city- In Brussels, 
the next stopping place, the President found an active Lodge and received 
a hearty welcome. From Brussels he goes to Scandinavia, spending roost 
of May there.

Our latest advices from the President-Founder are from Brussels, on 
the 7th of May, where he had just returned from a visit to the Branch 
at Antwerp, bringing with him his niece aud adopted daughter, Miss 
Mitchell, of New York, who reached Antwerp on the 6 th. The President- 
Founder reports himself as well satisfied with the spiritual condition of our 
two Belgian Branches. Among the memberB are a number of ladies and gentle



men of fine education and intelligence and of entire devotion to oar cause. 
The Society is greatly indebted to Mr. F. Brooks, of the Brussels Branch, 
for his admirable translation of tne lectures and books of Mrs* Besant, 
Mr. Lead beater, and J. G. Chatterji in which works he has been assisted by 
Mr. W. H. M. Kolilan. In Belgium as in each of the other countries thus 
far visited the Presnlent-Founder has been welcomed with the greatest pos
sible kindness and affection, and the general consensus of opiuion seems 
to be tliat his visits have done much good.

WHITE LOTUS DAY AT ADYAR. *
The Central Hall of the Theosophical Society’s Headquarters at Adyar 

presented a very interesting spectacle on the evening of May 8 th at 5 o’clock. 
The occasion was one of great interest as t h e  day was the anniversary of the 
late Madame Blavatsky’s death, and a goodly number o f  ardent Theosophists 
und sympathiser* were assembled there to do reverence to the memory of 
that great woman. The leading Theosophists of Madras were present, includ
ing among others Dr. and Miss English, Miss Weeks and Miss Allison, and 
Messrs. W. Gopalacharriar (Sub-J u d g e ) ,  V. C. Seshachariar, B. Panchabikesa 
Sastri, S. V. Rangasawmi Aiyangar, and N. E. Laveson. The fine statue 
ofH .P.B ., made by Govinda Pillai, was gaily decked out with wreaths of 
white lo tu 9  and i u  nearly every nook and corner of the duis upon wbich 
the statue stood were found numerous petals o fthe same sacred flower. 
The proceedings of the evening began, in the absence of Colonel Olcott, 
with an introductory speech from Dr. English* He made ample reference 
to the noble work done by Madame Blavatsky in the cause of tru th , 
and in accordance with her wishes as made known in her Will, called 
on the brothers present to read passages from the Bhagavad GitA and S»r 
Edwin Arnold’s “Light of Asia.*' Pandit Anantha Krishna Sastri read solemnly 
and with clear intonation the X IIth  Discourse of the GitA and impressed tbe  
hearers with the sublimity of t h e  teachings contained in that Book of Books. 
Mr. V. C. Seshacharriar, High Court Vakil, read out with much enthusiasm 
the last portion of the Light of Asia, in which Sir Edwin has set forth thc 
Philosophy of Buddhism m glorious magnificence. The effect of the reading 
was great. Hindus and Buddhists alike were struck with the grand lessons 
taught and were reminded of t h e  noble life of Lord Buddha.

Dr. English then spoke in great praise of H. P. B. and observed tha t 
when the whole of India aud the other parts of the world did much on thac 
day to do reverence to her memory, the members present at Adyar had tbe 
good fortune of having her statue before them, witnessing the proceedings. 
He would not undertake to say she herself stood invisible in their midst, but 
she had left priceless teachings which were there to guide them in their 
lives* He remarked that rather too much attention was now being paid to 
the study of highly metaphysical questions, particularly those relating to  
Parabrahm, Paramatma, Paranirvana, and the like, and insisted that men 
should be more practical in their lives. In  support of his exhortation, the 
Doctor read out passages from chapter XII. of Madame Blavatsky’s “ Key 
to Theosophy,” which laid considerable stress on Duty. He repeated with 
much emphasis Carlyle’s sage dictum that the end of man is action not 
thought, cried down cant, and wished that those who spoke of Universal 
Brotherhood acted it more than they spoke. He concluded bis speech with 
a  few words on the gospel of “ practice.”

Mr. G. Sambiah Guru, retired engineer, then spoke with much fervour of 
li is long connection with the Society aud the infinite good tbat his asso
ciation with it had done him. He set great store by his personal acquaintance 
with H. P. B. and the direct teachings he had received from her. He gave 
pleasing testimony to the noble work of the Society and referred in suitable 
terms to the unselfish work of such emiuent persons as Mrs. Besant and 
Miss Edger.

Mr. T. Vijiaraghava Charlu, Manager of The Theosopliiat office, tben 
spoke in very grateful terms of his deep indebtedness to H. P. B., and refer
red very feelingly to the unjust attacks that had in past times been wilfully 
made on the fair name aud character of Madame Blavatsky. He spoke also 
of the vast deal of work done by ber in the regions of intellectuality and

* From a correspondent of The Hindu.



spirituality and observed tbat mnch of her work, in common with tbat of great 
men and women all over the world, was done in secret, unknown to the 
millions and unnoticed by them.

Mr. V. Jlangaswamy Aiyangar, b . a . ,  thought the name of Blavatsky was 
to him, personally, a symbol of all the loftiest spiritual teachings inculcated 
by the Society in c>te very same manner in which that of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Empress Victoria represented the vast political organization of 
the Empire over which the sun never sets. The Sooiety, he thought, deserv
ed recognition and respect it only because it had helped to disseminate to the 
whole world the broad and universal truths of Karma, spiritual agencies, etc.

Mr. T. A. Swaminadha Aiyar, Editor of the Salvia, Sadhani, observed 
that the best way of perpetuating the memory of H. P. B. was to a^t up to  
thc lofty ideals of life depicted by her, and lived and placed by ber before tho 
whole world.

Mr. V. C. Seshacharriar, b . a . ,  b . l . ,  made a lm g and interesting speech, 
in the conrse of which he said that thongh Madame Ulavatsky’s physical 
vesture had been destroyed, she was still living and influencing the T. S. and 
strengthening the hands of the surviving co-fonnder. He compared the origin 
and growth ot the Society to that of the Asvatha tree, the infinite potentiality 
of whose seed tended to the growth of the huge tree with its irigantic branches, 
offering protection and shelter to the ordinary wayfarer. The outsiders were 
then exhorted to take a kindlier interest in Theosophy, to co-operate with the 
theosophists, and to practically make the principle of Universal Brotherhood 
the wgrld’s creed.

Mr. S. V. Rangaswami Iyengar., b . a . ,  Head Master of the San Thome 
College, briefly reviewed the life and work of H. P. B. and remarked that* 
generations must pass before the value of her solid service to thc world could 
bo largely recognised and appreciated. He spoke of tbo wonderful influence 
that Madame Blavatsky hud exercised over the minds of some of the greatest 
men and women of tho world and was content to observe that whether “ Isis 
Unveiled ’* and “ tho Secret Doctrine *’ were her own productions or not, she 
was chosen as the fit vessel through whom the invisible workers communicated 
the grand teachings contained in those bioks: she was, in any view of tho 
matter, a towering figure who had done yeoman’s service to the degenerating 
world.

Mr. TV. Gopalachariar, Sub* Judge, made a short Bpeech iu which he said 
that the great work achieved by the Society was to stem the tide of eceptical 
thought. Hindu youths were saved from the spiritual degradation into 
which they were fast falling and other religionists were also led by the work 
of Madame Blavatsky to cling fast to their own religion and to note the bruad 
fundamental principles underlying all religions.

Miss 'Weeks, the Private Secretary of Col. H. S. Olcott, observed with 
gratification that in all the White Lotus Day celebrations the whole world 
over, the same influence was present. In America she felt a like influence. 
The same order was adopted in the conduct of the day’s proceedings. Sho 
was in London last year at the White Lotus Day meeting. Mrs. Besant* 
bad arrived in England the previous evening from India. She thought the 
remarks made by Mrs. Besant then could be repeated at all times and would be 
very helpful and appropriate and so mentioned them again in her own graphio 
way. Speaking of the works of Madame Blavatsky, Mrs. Besant had said tha t 
it was true that to the young student the different parts of her books seemed 
irreconcilable, but it was her own personal experience that the more she 
studied, the less inconsistency there appeared in H. P. B.’s teachings. She 
observed that it was rather the limited intellect of the student which 
■prevented him from rightly understanding the teachings, and spoke of the 
strong possibility of H. P. B.’s soon coming brick to work on earth, though 
with a different body. I t  was therefore necessary, she thought, that students 
should meanwhile study and think and so be ready to receive the higher 
teachings that H. P. B. could give.

Dr. English then congratulated the assembly on the season of spiritual 
refreshment they had had during the evening, and concluded thc proceedings 
with an expression of good wishes to all mankind.



PHILOSOPHY OF LORD BUDDHA.
On Thursday evening (April 12th,) at the Pacbaiyappa’s Hall, Countes* 

Canavarro delivered a lecture on the above subject, under the auspices of tbe 
Madras Maha Bodhi Society, with the Hon. Rai Babadnr P. Anauda 
Charlu, c.i.e., in the chair. The Chairman* * * thought tbat they could not be 
too grateful to the lady*lecturer for having given up the greatness of the world 
for the greater greatness of being a spiritual teacher. (Cheers). Some 
people might imagine that in a country which was spoken of as one strongly 
inclined to Brahminism, Buddhism could have nothing to teach and it would 
be of no great use. If Brahminism was as great as it was claimed to be, if 
it was a complete truth, tbe truth cannot suffer by its being brought in 
contact with a lesser truth. If, on the other hand, Brahminism was the 
lesser truth, it was all the more desirable that the greater light should be 
brought in contact with the smaller light. Tbe days when religion had to 
be defended at the point of the sword, and the days of persecution were gone 
forever. They were all living in days of perfect religious toleration, when 
independent enquiry and thought were permissible. With these few remarks 
he called upon the learned lecturer to address the audience.

Countess Canavarro addressed the meeting for half an hour, in the course 
of which she observed that Buddhism was a religion that could be fitted to 
every condition of life and was above all others a practical religion, and 
that its doctrine wns the doctrine of righteousness. Buddha dealt not 
with theories but with facts and men as they were. In the region of philo
sophy, the West had nothing, comparatively speakinp, to show to the East, 
for all the highest philosophies belonged to the East, The lecturer observed 
that what, was wanted in India was only unity; Buddhism was a progressive 
religion, founded on facts, and tended to the immediate salvation of mankind. 
There were no elements of contention in it; it always recognised that in 
unity lay strength. Tho Eastern religions and philosophies inculcated high 
principles and ideals, but she regretted to see that the nations did not 
live up to them. On the other hand, though there were many denomina
tions in the West, still they were one as Christians. The West 
never carried its distinctions and differences to an extreme .degree. In 
India they raised a wall between one sect and another which tended to 
divide them more keenly. The Buddhist doctrines taught that they should 
live for humanity, live in acts and deeds. After dwelling at some length on 
the Karmic theory, she remarked that the greatest Buddhistic teaching was 
that tbe suffering of humanity should be removed. She incidentally dwelt 
upon the subject of female education and regretted that in this country the 
people should allow the half, rather the better half of tbe country, to remain in 
ignorance. She expressed a hope that in future a t least steps would be taken 
to give them education and thereby dispel darkness from their minds. In 
conclusion, she dwelt on the practical truths of Buddhistic philosophy and 
observed that both Buddhism and Hinduism might exist and work side by 
side with each other for the welfare aud good of the whole community.

The Chairman in bringing the meeting to a close commended the earnest
ness and sincerity ot the learned lecturer and observed that the lecturer was 
quite right in placing great stress on female education. He was of opinion 
that the education to be given to the females should be such as to provide 
them with amusement and recreation during their unoccupied hours at 
home. Not long «go, he was given an opportunity before the present Lieu
tenant* Governor of Bengal to say a few things about female education and 
the argument that he then advanced, he could with advantage repeat here 
also. He said that he considered the education of males as the lever and the 
education of females as the fulcrum. The Hindus had as presiding deity of 
learning, a female—Sarnswathi. Having a female to preside over the learn
ing, how were they, he asked, consistent in allowing their women to remain 
uneducated. (Cheers). Mere personal charms, he thought, without corres
ponding mental accomplishments were nothing.

The meeting was brought to a close with a vote of thanks to the 
lecturer.— The Hindu.
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EXECUTIVE NOTICE.
THEOSOPHrCAL SOCIETY,
Paris, 28th June 1900.

Vacancies in the Board of Trustees of tbe Theosophical Society having 
been caused by the death of Mr. Tookaram Tatya and the defection and subse
quent death of Mr. W. Q. Judge and the withdrawal from the Society of 
Mr. S. V. Edge, the undersigned has, with the consent of the Executive Council,, 
appointed the following gentlemen to replace them on the Board, viz„ Mr. 
Alexander Fullerton, of New York City, Dr. William Austin English, of 
Adyar, Madras, and Dr. J. Edal Behram, of Surat, Bombay Presidency.

The above facts are published for the information of the members of the 
Society.

H. S. Olcott, P. T. S.

MONTHLY FIN AN CIAL STATEMENT.
The following receipts from 27th May to 26th June 1900 are acknow

ledged with thanks:—
H eadquarters F und.

as. a. r.
Dr.-A. Marques, General Secretary, Australasian Section

T. S., 25°/0 Dues for £13-6-0 ... ... ... 197 10

Mr. E. Bonicel, Secretary, Ananda T. S., Buenos Aires,
Fees and Dues £2*5-0 ... ... ... ... 33 2  &

Hon. Otway Cuffe, General Secretary, European Section
T. S., Balance due on 250/o Dues ... ... ... 6 9  0*

Mr. C. Sambiah, Mylapore ... ... ... ... 1 8  0

L ib r a r y  F u n d .

An F. T. S., of Burma. Subscription for May ... ... 50 0 0
Mr. C. Sambiah, Mylapore ... ... ... ... 1 8  0

A nniversary F und.
Mr. V. Venkataseshiah, Secretary, Masulipatam Branch,

T. S. Subscription for last Convention food expenses... 10 0 O'
Adyar, Madras, T. V miaraghaya Charlxj,
27 th Jvne, 1900. Treamrer, T. S.



BUDDHIST BAZAAR.
We arc again requested to notice tbat the Baddhist Bazaar, previously 

announced, will be held on July 29th, 1900. Those who sympathise with the 
cause of Buddhist education in Ceylon can send contributions in money to  
H. Diai*, Secretary, Buddhist T. S., 61, M*lib»n St., Pettah, Colombo, and 
such donations will be acknowledged in The Buddhist.

NEW BRANCHES.
A Charter was issued on 30th March, 1900, to Dr. L. Barbieri de 

Introini, Mies E. Gatey, Mile. M. C. Lischka, Mme. Adele Bigatti, Princess 
Ada Troubetzkoy, Miss C. M. Holworthy, Mme. Barbieri de Introini, 
Signor Carlo Gazzera and Miss Jane Bird, to form a Branch at Milan, 
Italy, to be known as the Milan Branch of the Theosophical Society.

A C.hHrter was also granted on June 7th, to Mrs. Cooper-Oakley and 
others, for the formation of the Naples Branch of the T. S., a t Naples, Italy.

Otway C d p p k ,
General Secretary.

A Branch has been formed at Markapur, India, under the name of 
Kesava Samajam. Mr. C. Rajagopala Ram, b.a., is President, and Mr. T. 
Ramakrishna Aiyar, Secretary. I t  was s t a r t e d  by o u r  Southern Provincial 
Secretary, K. Narayanaswami Aiyar.

On May 18th a Charter was issued to the Newtown (Sydney) T. S., with 
eight Charter members. Tbe President is Mrs. E. Stephenson, and the other 
members, Miss O. Williams, Miss G. Williams, Mrs. H. Williams and Messrs. 
John Brown, James Brown, James Brown, Junior, and G. Tagg.

AID FOR THE CENTRAL HINDU COLLEGE.
We learn that His Holiness Ambalavana Desigar, Pandara Saunadbi of 

Thiruyaduthurai Mutt, has kindly subscribed Rs. 4,000 for the Central 
Hindu College, Benares, and many smaller contributions have been recently 
acknowledged. From the monthly report of the College we gather that from 
1st July a limited number of pupils will be admitted tentatively, to tbe 
College Boarding House, on payment of “ an admission fee of R s/4 and a 
minimum monthly fee of Rs. 10.”

THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR.
On the 9th May, Col. Olcott left Brussels for Copenhagen, a t which 

place he was the guest of an F. T. S. who holds a high position a t c^urt. 
Lecture** and conversazione filled his time and he found tbe members earnest 
and ardent in study and vrorkl' The 12th found the President in Goteborg, 
Sweden* A correspondent writes : “ During his stay here C«»l. Olcott was 
the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Sjostedt, &t whose house some of the members of 
the G5tebor&Branch met him .on the evening of . his arrival and had the 
rare opportunity and pleasure of hearing the Colonel relate some of the 
various remarkable incidents of bis life.

On Sunday at 5 p.m. the Branch held a meeting at its rooms, where tbe 
majority of the members had aRsembled to greet their distinguished guest, 
who delivered an interesting d^courseon “ The Masters of Wisdom.** Be
fore leaving the rooms Colonel Olcott answered questions put to him by the 
members.



A t 8 o’clock iu the evening a  socUl 'gathering was arranged at the 
Grand Hotel, to which not only members of ihe lodge, but even other people,'  
interested in Theosophy, came, including representatives of the local papers, 
from one of whom I take the .liberty to quote from an article, published in 
Goteborg« Aftoublad :

“ Last night I  was seated at table together with the most remarkable 
Theosophist of the world, Colonel H. S. Olcott. The main topic of our conver- 
Hation was the- ever inexhaustible theme : ‘ There are more things iu
heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in yonr philosophy.’ But our 
conversation touched npon many other things too, from Bnddha, Swedenborg, 
St. Martin »nd Mme. Blavatsky, to Cecil Rhodes and Mark Twain, How 
venerable, distinguished and majestic is theappearance of the old Colonel! His 
characteristic head miglit have suited the Scandinavian Gpd, Wodin, himself. 
Later in the evening the Colonel g*ve a short discourse, unfolding the prin
cipal truths of Theosophy.” On th»* 14th, the President delivered a lecture on 
“ The P r o g r e s s  «»f i.he Theosophical Society.’’ Our correspondent adds: “ We 
hope Colonel Olcott’s visit to Goreborg has not been in vain, and that the 
example of endurance and devotion lie has set us all, will be of help and 
encouragement to ns in our work for t lle spread of Theosophy in this country.'* 
On the 15th the President leftf or Christiania, in Norway. We have no reports 
of his work there, but as usual, lectures and conversazione doubtless 
•filled every moment.

On the 20th the President was again in Sweden, at Stockholm, presiding 
at the Convention of the Scandinavian Section T. S. The General Secretary 
of the Section, Herr Liljestrand, greeted the Colonel in the following words i

“ Colonel Olcott,
An American writer begins one of his essays with the following words:

4 There is a difference between o n e , and another hour of life, in their authority 
and subsequent effect.’

I  think that no one can criticise this sentence, beoause it is very simple.:
Our annual meetings have always been of the greatest nse to us, and we 

are of the opinion, judging from past experience, that a closer acquaintance 
between the members is an effcotive way of realizing practically, what we 
theoretically know as one of the most important objects in human develop* 
inenb. \

This, is a  moment, however, of great importance to us, as we have the 
great honour and good fortune to see among us a t this Congress the President- 
Founder of the Theosophical Society.

Colonel Olcott, even if I had the liberty of speaking to you in my native 
tongue I  should find it very difficult to bring to your knowledge our feelings, 
but now that 1 am obliged to speak to you in a foreign language, in which t  
have but little practicc, 1 consequently find the difficulties still greater.

No wonder tbat we have great confidence in the Founder and Leader of 
the Theosophical Society, as we see in this Society a channel through which a  
stream of the water of life, from a hidden divine source, pours down into our 
hearts.

This world is full of uneasiness and discontent, of ignorance and want, 
$Rd i t  js  impossible to help* the people without teaching them why disasters 
come to them ‘and1 haiw .tobear them; without making them understand 
tbat the soul is the?eal man, is the eternal being, which exists forever and



ever as a ray from the Light of God, as one with God and the universe, and 
th a t all bodies are only manifestations, only instruments through which the 
soul, during a multitude of incarnations, has to ful61 its work, a great work 
indeed, because it is said: “ Be perfect, as yonr Father in heaven is perfect.” 

This teaching is what Theosophy has given us, and besides this we have 
iteen taught in Theosophy how to understand the faith of our childhood and 
liowtosee the real truth at tbe bottom of our religion, whether we are  
Christians, Jews, Buddhists or Hindus. Much of what is commonly called 
misfortune has had lipht thrown upon it by the teachings of Theosophy, and 
thus Theosophy has changed ignorance to knowledge, and despair to hope.

That is why we want Theosophy spread over the whole earth ; that is why 
we join the Theosophical Society and desire blessings to follow our revered 
President and his work.

Our Society does not claim any great place in the world as the world re
gards greatness, and I think it is well that it is so. A wise old proverb says : 
4 God comes to see us withont a bell/ and one of our great Masters has told 
us, that 'the kingdom of God exists within ourselves.’

In  the name of the Scandinavian Section of the T. S., I  bring you, Col. 
Olcott, our best greetings, and I  hope tbat you will excuse the poor form 
in which they have been conveyed to you.”

The President then went to Lulea, but a few miles from the Arctic Circle, 
to strengthen the tie of brotherhood existing among our members, to give 
an added impulse to the work in that town, and to organize a new Branch to be 
located at Boden. Boden is the most Northern Branch of the T. S., in fact, it 
is scarcely likely that one can be organized farther to the North. So the bond 
of fellowship ofthe T. S. stretches from the Southernmost inhabited land to 
tbe Northernmost. Then to Lnndf where the usual programme was followed 
and on the 29th onr President left Lund, passing through Copenhagen, to 
Hamburg, and thence to Amsterdam, from which place, and Haarlem, we 
have the latest advices. The Colonel writes of a very clever young Dutch- 
man, an F. T. S., who reports an English speech directly into Dutch.

During the past month, our Librarian, Mr. B. Ananthakrishna Sastri, has 
been fortunate in securing a large number of valuable MSS. for the Adyar 
Library, some of which are said to be quite rare. Among those who have 
kindly assisted him in his labors may be mentioned Mr. T. Sadasiva Iyer, 
Mr. S. N. Ramaswamy Iyer and Mr. B. Subramania Iyer of Coimbatore. 
These gentlemen will please accept onr sincere thanks.

MSS. FOR THE ADYAR LIBRARY.
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
The following receipts from 27th June to 26th July 1900 are acknow

ledged with thanks:—
H eadquarters F und.

Rs. A. P.
Mr. P. Nanjanda Naidn, Hassan, Donation ... ... 3 0 0
„ D. Nowroji, Bombay, do ... ... 3 0 <)
„ C. Sambiah, Mylapore, Subscription... ... ... 1 8  0

Babn Upendranath Basu, General Secretary, Indian Section, 
Theosophical Society, for 25°/a Dues for quarter ending
30th June 1900 ... ... ... ..................572 4 0

M r .  E .  Annamalai Moodeliar, Trivellore, Donation ... 1 0  0

L ibrary F und.
Mr. C, Murugesa Nadar, Tranquebar, Donation ... ... 100 0
„ C. Sambiah, Mylapore, Subscription ... ... ... 1 8  0

An F. T. S. of Burma, Subscription ... ... ••• *50 0 0
White Lotus Day F und.

Mr. W. B. Fricke, General Secretary, Dutch Section, Theo
sophical Society, Donation £7-1-8 ... ••• ... 106 4> 0

Adyar, Madras, ) T. V ijiaraghava Cuarlu,
27th July 1900. J Treasurer, T. 8 .

THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR.
The General Secretary of the Dutch Section writes us most encouraging 

reports about the President-Founder’s visit to that country; He says tbat 
it has had a most salutary effect and produced a lasting influence for good* 
His cheerful temperament and his unclouded hope for the future of our 
movement impart a feeling of buoyancy and courage to all who have come in 
contact with him and he has converted the members of all the Branches into 
loyal supporters and personal friends. Tbo crowning advantage of the 
President’s tour is that it makes distant Sections and scattered Branches 
realize that there is a living and active centre of this world-wide movement. 
He has held conversaziones and given lectures at Amsterdam, Haarlem, the 
Hague and Rotterdam, which have given general satisfaction. Mr. Fricke 
was re-elected General Secretary at the late Convention and all the other 
Sectional officers were by unanimous vote continued in their respective offices. 
The Vtthana Lodge, of Amsterdam, has presented to the President, for the 

8J



Headquarters, a splendid work of art in the form of an engraved and 
artistically modelled bowl of brass, which will figure on the dining table at 
future Conventions a t Adyar.

On the 19th June, Colonel Olcott left Amsterdam for Paris. At latest 
advices, he was in Paris, closing up the International Congress and preparing 
to cross over to London, to enter into the last field of his foreign work of 
1900. The Congress proposed and initiated by Commandant Courmes was a 
gratifying success throughout; the mutual intercourse between the French, 
and Foreign delegates being calculated to create new, and cement old,, 
acquaintanceship. Fraternal addresses or actual delegates represented 
nearly all the Sections of the Society. The President opened the proceedings 
with a fervent address in French which made a strong impression, in the 
case of one person so strong that a large sum of money—overt wenty thousand 
rupees—was given into his hands lor the Adyar Library and Pariah Education 
Funds, on conditions which will be hereafter made known. Tbe name of the 
generous donor is under no circumstances to be revealed. Thus are charities 
often made in Western countries, and this is the fourth case of the kind 
(three previously to the Pariah Education Fund) within the past twelve 
months. The President set apart certain hours daily for the reception of en
quirers and the chance was largely availed of. He presided at Mrs. Besant’s 
first public lecture (in French) and reports that he was delighted with both its 
substance and the admirable fluency of the speaker in the use of the foreign 
tongue. Mrs. Besant shows signs of tbe severe illness through which she has 
passed but is mending, and it is most consoling to learn that her life is to be 
prolonged for some years yet for the doing of her splendid work. I t  was the 
President’s intentiou to define very clearly in his Address before tbe London 
Convention, in July, the duties of membership and the only terms on which 
i t  can be held by those who are in, and acquired by those who have forfeited 
it by their act of secession. This has become imperatively necessary by reason 
of the several schemes afoot among certain seutimental and unpractical 
colleagues to let in seceders who want to return within the pale, without 
^taking upon themselves the responsiblities borne cheerfully by all of ua loyal
ists. The General Secretary of the European Section is arranging a West-of- 
K p g l a n d  tour for the President-Founder to wind up his most successful 
visitation of our European Branches. He will sail for Colombo by the Nord- 
deutscher Lloyd boat of August lo th’ from Southampton. His adopted 
d a u g h t e r ,  Miss Mitchell, was to sail for New York July 25th, after making 
hosts of friends in all the countries she has visited with Col. Olcott.

NEW BRANCH.
On June 18th a charter was issued to the Santa Rosa T* S., Santa Rosa, 

California, with 10 charter members. The President is Mr. Charles W. Otis, 
the Secretary is Mr. Peter van der Linden, 526, College Ave. There are 
now 72 Branches in the American Section.

A lexander F ullerton,
General Secretary.
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T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

SEPTEMBER 1900-
MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The following receipts from the 27th July to 26th August 1900 are ac« 
knowledged with thanks

H e a d q u a r t e b s  F u n d .
RS, A. Pi

Mr. R. T. Tebbit, Levata, Hongkong, Annual dues for 1899 ... 15 9 0
Mr. C. Sambiah Gara, Mylapore ... ... . . . 1 8 0

L ib r a r y  F u n d .

Mr. C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore ... ... . . . 1 8  0
Au F. T. S. of Burma, Subscription for July ... ... 50 0 0
Rai Bahadur R. Soma Row, Vizagapatam, Donation ... 20 0 0
A d y a r , M a d r a s , T^ V i j ia r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,

27 th August 1900. J  Treasurer, T. S.

NEW BRANCHES.
On July 3rd, charters were issued to two new Branches in this section— 

the Grand Rapids T.S., Grand Rapids, Michigan, and the Valley City T.S., 
also of Grand Rapids, Michigan. The former has eleven charter-members, the 
latter nine. There are now 74 Branches in the American Section.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n ,

General Secretary.

TO GENERAL SECRETARIES.
General Secretaries of Sections will please post their Annual Reports 

to us on or about November 15th.
W. A. E n g l is h ,

Recording Secretary, T.S.

THE CLOSING UP OF THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR.
Starting at Exeter on the 26th July—after seeing his adopted daughter 

embark at Southampton for New York on the 25th—the President*Founder 
began the final round of branch inspections which completed his European 
tour of 1900. The life and soul of our movement at Exeter—this ancient 
Cathedral town, he writes, is Miss Louise Wheaton, F. T. S., one of the most 
sincere and energetic persons he has ever met within the Society. Thanks 
to her active preliminary preparations, the President’s visit was most satis
factory—as the following paragraph in the Devon and Exeter Gazette of July 
28tb, will prove :

“  T h e  E x e te r  b ra n c h  o f  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l S o c ie ty  h e ld  m e e t in g s  y e s te r d a y ,  a n d  
w a s  fa v o u re d  w i th ; th e  p re s e n c e  o f  C o lone l O lc o tt,  P r e s id e n t  o f th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l 
S o c ie ty .  T h is  g e n t le m a n  b e lo n g s  t o  M a d ra s , b u t  is  p a y in g  a  v is i t  to  a l l  th e  b ra n c h e s  
o f  th e  S o c ie ty . C o n v e r s a tio n a l m e e t in g s  w e re  h e ld  a f te rn o o n  a n d  e v e n in g  a t  19 , 
B e d fo rd  C irc u s . I n  t h e  a f te rn o o n  th e  P r e s id e n t  g a v e  a n  a d d re s s  d e a l in g  w ith  t h e  
fo r m a t io n  a n d  p ro g r e s s  o f th e  S o c ie ty . I n  th e  e v en in g , M r. M a s s in g h a m  p re s id in g , 
tb e  s u b je c t  d e a l t  w i th  w a s  t h a t  o f re in c a rn a t io n .  H e  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  th e  te a c h in g s
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o f  T h e o s o p h y  w e re  nofc in  a n y  w a y  a n ta g o n is t ic  to  t h e  o r th o d o x  s y s te m s  of religion. 
T h e y  w e ro  r a th e r  h e lp fn l  t h a n  o th e rw is e  to  r e l ig io n . T h e  S o o ie ty  did not enforce 
a n y  b e lie f  u p o n  i t s  m e m b e rs ,  b u t  s tro v e  to  in c u lc a te  t h e  re a l is a t io n  o f  nniveraal 
b r o th e rh o o d  ir r e s p e c t iv e  o f  sex  o r  s e c t.  A n n m b e r  o f w r i t t e n  q u e s tio n s  w e re  hand
e d  in , a n d  fchese w e re  a n sw e re d  b y  C o lone l O lc o tt  in a  m o s t a b le  a n d  exhaustive 
m a n n e r .  T h o re  w a s  fu ll  a t te n d a n c e  a t  b o th  m e e tin g s* ”

From Exeter the President moved on to Tavistock to visit his old friend 
and colleague, the Rev. John Barron, F. T. S., a Unitarian clergyman and 
ardent Theosophist. A local meeting for conversation was held a t  the 
picturesque villa of Mrs. Roe, F. T. S. Mr. Barron expresses himself very 
gratefully for the good done by the brief visit. On the same evening 
Col. Olcott went to Plymouth where he was the guest of Mr. Cock, 
Secretary of the South West of England T. S. Alliance, and where 
he gavo a public lecture to a mixed audience of Theosophists and Spiri
tualists on “ Man a Living Soul.” On the evening of July 30th, he 
held a conversazione in the same hall to answer questions suggested by 
the points in the lecture and the meeting wa.s both instructive and interesting 
to those present. Mr. Cock having closed out his business interests, is now 
free to devote his energy and enthusiasm exclusively to the work of his new 
office of Secretary to the West of England Alliance of the T.S. On the 
morning of the 30th, the President went to Bristol, where he held a meeting 
attended by persons of high intelligence and education, including a Professor 
of the Bristol University-College, where our good Dr. Richardson was Chemi
cal Professor for years and where he is most affectionately remembered by 
his colleagues and other friends. The same evening, at Bath, there was 
another meeting and lecture, the last of the long series given this year, in 
ten European countries, in French and English. The President's next move 
was a return to Paris to enjoy the society of loving friends and take the rest 
he had previously been deprived of by his incessant travels and constant 
public engagements during his tour of nearly five months. At latest advices 
lie was waiting for the day of his embarkation afc Southampton with joyful 
anticipation of his return home to his beloved Adyar. On the 2nd A ugust 
he completed his sixty*eighth year in perfect health and unabated vigour of 
constitution.

Six grounds in a suitable location for a Panchama School, in a populous 
suburb of Madras, have lately been purchased, at a very moderate price, 
and a building suitable for accommodating 100 pupils will be erected thereon 
as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made. The oldest of these 
free Schools already established—the Olcott Free School—has now UO 
pupil8, and the youngest has about 90. More schools for these poor people 
are needed, and any person who is interested in this work can help by 
making donations, large or small.

We beg to acknowledgo receipt of the following books:—
Panvmatabhanga, one of the best works of Vedanta Desik, from P and it 

J . A. Ramanuja Charya; Hindu Law, in Telngu, and Marma Sastra, in K ana
rese and in Tamil, from Mr. R. Yenkatasubba Row ; History of Sri Vidya* 
ranya, in Telugu, from Mr. V. V. S. Avadhani, and Sarva Mata Sangrahavi- 
tdsa, composed by Pandit Brahmasri Rfimasubba Sastryar of Tiruveesa 
Nullur fame, in Sanskrit, from Brahmasri Neela Megha Sastryar.

R. A. S a s t r y .

Printed by Thompson and Co., in the Theosophist department of the Minerva 
Press, Madras, and published for the proprietors by the Business M ana
ger, Mr. T. Vijia Raghava C harlu, at Adyar, Madras.

SITE FOR NEW PANCHAMA SCHOOL.

W. A. E n g l i s h .

ADYAR LIBRARY.
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N O T IC E .
The Theosophical Society , as such, is  not responsible Jor a n y  opinion

declaration in  this or any other Journal, by whomsoever expressed,
contained in  an official docum entst J i

The Theosophist w ill appear each m onth, and w ill contain  not le ss  th an  64 p a s^  < 
reading m atter, i t  is  now in its  20th year of publication. The M agazine i.̂  »me“  
as a veh icle  for the d issem ination  of facts and opinions connected  w ith the Asir 
relig ious, ph ilosophies and scien ces; contributions on all of w hich su b jects will 1 
g lad ly  received. A ll literary com m unications should be addressed to  the Edit- 
A dyar, Madras, and should  be w ritten  on one side of th e  paper on ly . R ejected  MS 
are not returned.

P ress M SS. go  by post at new spaper rates if both ends of th e  w rapper are left c
N o  anonym ous docum ents w ill be accepted for insertion . C ontributors sh 

forw ard their  M SS . in the early part of the m onth. W riters of contr ib uted  arm 
are alone responsib le for opin ions therein stated.

P erm ission  is g iven  to  translate  or copy artic les upon tbe sole condition of credit j 
in g  them  to the Theosophist.

Only m atter for publication in the Theosophist should be addressed to  the Editor 
B usiness le tters m ust invariab ly go to  the “ B usiness Manager.'*

A G E N T S .
The Theosophist M agazine and the publications of the T heosophical S o c ie ty  may b* 

obtained from  the underm entioned A g en ts :—
London— T heosophical P u b lish in g  Society , 3, Laugham  Place, W.
N ew  Y ork.— Theosophical P ublish in g  S ociety , 65f F ifth  A venue.
Boston.— Colby and R ich, Bosw orth S t r e e t ; The O ccult Publishing Co.. P.O. Bos.. 

2646.
Chicago.— M iss N etta  E. W eeks, Secretary, C entral S tates Committee of the Theuso* 

phical Society , 26, Van Buren St.
P a r is .—Mme. Savalle, 46, R ue Ste. Anne.
San F ran cisco  —M anager, Mercury, Palace H otel.
A u str a lia .— Mrs. W . J. H unt, H on. M anager, 80, Sw ans ton S treet, M elbourne; or 

H . A . W ilson, 42, M argaret St., Sydney.
N ew  Z e a la n d — C. W. Sandert*, M utual L ife  B u ild ings, Lower Queen Street, 

A uckland.
The Far East.— K elly aud W alsh, S ingapore, Sh anghai and Yokohama.
West Indies.—C. E. Taylor, S t. Thomas.
Ceylon.— P eter  de Abrew, No. 40, Chatham  S t., Fort, Colom bo ; or, Manager d  

th e  Buddhist, 61, M aliban S treet, Pettah, Colom bo.

R A T E S  O F  S U B S C R IP T IO N .
Single Copy. Annual Subscription.

In d ia  ...........  ...........................................................  Re. 1 ...........  ....... R s. 8.
A m erica ................................................................   50 c..............  ................  $ 5.
A ll other countries ................................................. 2 «.................... ............  43 1.

T he V olum e begins w ith the O ctober num ber. A ll S u bscrip tions are payable in 
advance. B ack num bers and volum es may be obta ined  at the sam e price.

M oney Orders or Cheques for all publications should  be m ade payable only to the 
B usiness M anager, Theosophist Office, and all b u siness com m unications *h»u li be 
addressed to him at Adyar, Madras. It is particularly requested that no remittance# shall 
be made to individuals by name, as the members of ihe staff are often absent from Adyar 
on duty. ____________
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Subscribers to  the T heosophist should n otify  any change of address to  th e  Business 
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sophist cannot undertake to fu rn ish  copies g ra tis  to  replace th o setb a t go  astray  through 
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G reat care is taken iu m ailing and copies lost in transit w ill not be replaced



x h f *  S t r m i g ,

IN F O R M A T IO N  FO R  S T R A N G E R S .

T H E  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty  w as  fo rm e d  a t  N e w  Y o rk , N o v e m b e r 1 7 th , 1875. I ta  fo u n d e rs  
b e lie v ed  b h a t th e  b e s t  in te r e s t s  o f  R e lig io n  a n d  S o ie n c e  w o u ld  be p ro m o te d  by  th e  r e 

v i v a l  o f S a n s k r i t ,  P a li ,  Z e n d , a n d  o th e r  a n c ie n t  l i t e r a tu r e ,  in  w h io h  th e  S a g e s  a n d  I n i t i a t e s  
h a d  p re s e rv e d  fo r  th e  u se  o f m a n k in d  t r u t h s  of th e  h ig h e s t  v a lu e  re s p e c t in g  m an  a n d  n a tu re .  

.A  S o c ie ty  o f a n  a b s o lu te ly  u n sec b u ria n  c h a r a c te r ,  w hose  w o rk  Bhould b e  a m ic a b ly  p ro s e c u te d  
b y  th e  le a rn e d  of a ll ra c e s , in  a  s p i r i t  o f  u n se lf ish  d e v o tio n  to  th e  r e s e a r c h  o f t r u t h ,  a n d  w ith  
t h e  p u rp o s e  o f d is s e m in a t in g  i t  im p a r t ia l ly ,  s e e m e d  lik e ly  to  do  m u c h  to  c h e c k  m a te r ia l is m  
n u d  s t r e n g th e n  th e  w a n in g  re lig io u s  s p i r i t .  T h e  s im p le s t  e x p re ss io n  o f  th e  o b je c ts  o f  th o  
S o c ie ty  ia th e  fo llo w in g

F i r s t — T o  fo rm  a  n u c le u s  of th e  U n iv e rs a l  B ro th e rh o o d  o f  H u m a n ity ,  w i th o u t  d is t in c t io n  
o f  r a c e ,  c re e d , sex , c a s te  o r  c o lo u r.

Second.—T o  e n c o u ra g e  th e  s tu d y  o f  c o m p a ra tiv e  re lig io n , p h ilo so p h y  a n d  sc ien co .
Third-— T o  in v e s t ig a te  u n e x p la in e d  law s o f N a tu re  rvud th e  p o w e rs  l a te n t  in  m an .
N o  p e rs o n ’s re lig io u s  o p in io n s  a re  a sk e d  u p o n  h is  jo in in g , n o r  h is  in te r f e r e n c e  w ith  th e m  

p e r m i t t e d ,  b u t  e v e r y o n e  is re q u ire d , b e fo re  a d m iss io n , to  p ro m ise  to  show  to w a rd s  h is  
fe llo w -m e m b e rs  th e  s a m e  to le ra n c e  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t  a s  h e  olaim B fo r  h im se lf .

T h e  H e a d q u a r te r s ,  offices a n d  m a n a g in g  s ta f f  a re  a t  A d y a r ,  a  s u b u rb  o f M ad ras , w h e re  th e  
S o c ie ty  h a s  a  p ro p e r ty  o f tw e n ty -s e v e n  a c r e s  a n d  e x te n s iv e  b u ild in g s , in c lu d in g  
o u e  fo r  bhe O r ie n ta l  L ib ra ry ,  a u d  a  sp ac io u s  h a l l  w h e re in  A u n u a l C o n v en tio n s  a r e  h e ld  
o u  t h e  2 7 th  o f D e ce m b e r.

T b e  S o c ie ty  i s  n o t  y e t  en d o w ed , bub th e re  is a  n u c le u s  o f a  F u n d , th e  in c o m e  f ro m  th e  
in v e s tm e n t  of w h ic h  ia a v a i la b le  f o r  c u r r e n t  e x p e n s e s ; th e s e  a re  m a in ly , h o w e v e r , m e t  b y  
d o n a t io n s ,  a n d  o n e - fo u r th  o f a ll fe e s  a n d  d u e s  c o lle c te d  by  S e o tio n s , a n d  fe e s  a n d  d u e s  fro m  
n o n -s e c tio n a lis e d  c o u n tr ie s .

A ll B e q u e s ts  in te n d e d  to  b e n e f it  th e  Society as a whole, m u s t  be  m a d e  bo “ T h e  T ru sb e e s  fo r  
th e  t im e  b e in g  o f bhe T h e o s o p h ic a l S oc ieby , a p p o in te d  o r  a cb ing  u n d e r  a  D e ed  o f  T rash , dabed  
th e  1 4 th  o f D e c e m b e r  1892, a n d  d u ly  e n ro lle d .”

The Society, as  a  bo d y , e sc h e w s  p o li t ic s  a n d  a ll s u b je c ts  o u ts id e  i ts  d e c la re d  s p h e r e  o f w o rk . 
T h e  R u les  s b r in g e n tiy  fo rb id  m e m b e rs  bo c o m p ro m is e  ibs Bbricb n e u b ra li ty  iu  bhese m a t te r s .

T h e  Theosophist is  p r iv a te  p ro p e r ty ,  b u t  u n d e r  th e  R ev ise d  R u le s  i t  is  th e  o rg a n  o f th e  
S ocieby f o r  bhe p u b lic a b io n  o f official n ew s. F o r  a n y th in g  e lse  in  bhe M ag az in e , bhe S ocieby  is  
n o t  re s p o n s ib le .

M any  B ra n c h e s  o f  bhe socieby  b a v e  b e e n  fo rm e d  in  v a rio u s  p a r t s  o f  bhe w o rld , a n d  n e w  o n e s  
a re  oousbanbly b e in g  o rg a n is e d . O p  bo D ec. 2 7 ,1 8 9 8 ,5 4 2  C h a r te r s  fo r  B ra n ch e s  h a d  b eeu  is su e d . 
E ach  B ra n c h  f r a m e s  ibs ow n  b y e -la w s  und  m a n a g e s  ibs ow n  lo ca l b u s in e s s  w ib h o u t i n t e r 
fe re n c e  fro m  H e a d q u a rb e rs  ; p ro v id e d  o n ly  bhab th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  ru le s  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  a r e  n o t  
v io la ted . B ra n ch e s  ly in g  w ith in  c e r ta in  te r r i to r i a l  l im its  (a s , fo r  in s ta n c e ,  A m e ric a , E u ro p e , 
I n d i a ,  A c.,) h a v e  b e e n  g ro u p e d  fo r  p u rp o s e s  o f  a d m in is t r a t io n  in  t e r r i to r ia l  S e c tio n s . F o r  
p a r tic u la rs ,  s ee  th e  R ev ised  R u le s  o f 1896, w h e re  a ll n e c e s sa ry  in fo r m a tio n  w i th  re g a rd  to  
jo in in g  th e  S o c ie ty , &c., w ill a lso  b e  f o u n d :  to  be  h a d  f r e e  ou  a p p lic a tio n  to  th e  R e c o rd in g  
S e c re ta ry  o f tb e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty , A d y a r , M a d r a s ;  o r  to  th e  G e n e r a l  S e c re ta r ie s  o f  bhe  
S ec tio n s , a s  fo llo w s  ;

In  E u ro p e , a p p ly  to  H o n . O tw a y  C uffe, 19, A v e n u e  R o ad , R eg e n b ’s P a rk ,  N . W ., L o n d o n , 
lu  S c a n d in a v ia n  c o u n tr ie s  to  P . E r ik  L i l je s tr a u d  : J o r s te n s o u s g a ta n ,  12, S to c k h o lm , S w e d e n . 
In  H o lla n d , to  VV. B. F r ic k e ,  A m s te ld ijk ,  76, A m s te rd a m . I n  In d ia ,  to  B e r tr a m  K e ig h t le y ,  
B enares, N . VV. P ., In d ia .  I n  A m e ric a , to  A le x a n d e r  F u l le r to n ,  5 , U n iv e rs i ty  P la c e , N e w  
Y ork  C ity . I n  A u s t ra lia ,  T . H . M a r ty n , 42, M a r g a r e t  S t.,  S y d n e y , N . S . \V. I n  N ew  
Z ea lau d , to  C. W. S a n d e rs ,  M u tu a l L ife  B u ild in g s , L o w er (^ueen  S tr e e t ,  A u c k la n d . In  
C eylon. W ilbon H a ck , P r in c ip a l ,  D h a rm a ra ja  C o llege, K a n d y  ; M rs. M . M. H ig g in s , 
M uateus School a n d  O rp h a n a g e  fo r  B u d d h isb  G ir ls , 8 , R o sm ead  P lv ;e ,  C in n a m o n  G a rd e n s , 
Colom bo ; o r  bo M r. U . S . P e re ra ,  61 , M alib au  S t.,  C o lom bo .

N O T IC E .
T he follow ing books are offered a t a  reduction of 12$ °j0 o f the cata logu e price  

as we w ish  to  get a quick sale :— its. a. p.
L ight on the Path w ith  com m entary, by Jud ge P. Srin ivasa Row ... 0 14 0
O ld D iary L eaves. The on ly  reliab le  H istory  of the T heosophical

S ociety , by  Col. O lcott, P. T. S . Cloth bound ............................... 3 8 o
Do do Paper do ..............................  2 3 0

Path of V irtue, by W. R. Old. V ery  nice book ...............................0 4 0
T hou ghts— P hilosophic and Sp iritua l Poem s, by W. H ack ... ... 0 7 0
U n iversa l K ncyclopajdiaC alender. V ery  practical ... ................ 1 0 0
V o ice  o f the Silence, by H . P. B lavatsky. A  book w orth its  weight

in gold . N o  e x a g g e r a t io n ! ! !  ... ... .................  0 7 0
(gTExcellent chanca. Tlm above are ull very good book*. Will be open only /or a short 

time.



N O T IC E .

The Theosophical Society, as such, is not responsible fo r  any opinion or 
declaration in this or any other Journal, by whomsoever expressed, unless 
contained in an official document.

The Theosophist will appear each month, and will contain not less than 64 pages of 
reading matter. It is now in its 20th year of publication. Tlie Magazine is offered 
as a vehicle for the dissemination of facts and opinions connected with the A siatic 
religions, philosophies and sciences; contributions on all of which subjects will be 
gladly received. All literary communications should be addressed to the Editor, 
Adyar, Madras, and should be written on one side of the paper only. Rejected M SS. 
are not returned.

Press MSS. go by post at newspaper rates if both ends of the wrapper are left open.
No anonymous documents will be accepted for insertion. Contributors shonld 

forward their MSS. in the early part of the month. Writers of contributed artic les 
are alone responsible for opinions therein stated.

Permission is given to translate or copy articles upon the sole condition of cred it
ing them to the Theosophist.

Only matter for publication in the Theosophist should be addressed to the E ditor. 
Busiuess letters must invariably go to the “ Business Manager.”

A G E N T S -
The Theosophist Magazine and the publications of the Theosophical Society may be 

obtained from the undermentioned Agents:—
London—Theosophical Publishing Society, 3, Langham Place, W.
New Y ork.—Theosophical Publishing Society, 65, Fifth Avenue.
Boston.—Colby and Rich, Bosworth S tree t; The Occult Publishing Co., P.O. Box. 

2646.
Chicago.—Secretary, Chicago Theosophical Society, 26, Van Buren St.
P aris.—Mme. Savalle, 46, Rue St. Anne.
San Francisco.—Manager, Tlteosophic Messenger, Room 7, Odd Fellows ’ Building.
A u stralia .—Mrs. W. J. Hunt, Hon. Manager, 80, Swanston Street, M elbourne; o r 

H. A. Wilson, 42, Margaret St., Sydney.
New Zealand—c. W. Sanders, Mutual Life Buildings, Lower Queen Streep 

Auckland.
The F a r East.—Kelly and Walsh, Singapore, Shanghai and Yokohama.
W est Indies.—C. E. Taylor, St. Thomas.
Ceylon.—Petar de Abrew, No, 40, Chatham St., Fort, Colombo ; or, Manager o f  

the Buddhist, 61, Maliban Street, Pettah, Colombo.

R A T E S  O F  S U B S C R IP T IO N .
Single Copy. Annual Subscription.

India ........................  .................................. Re. 1 .................... Rs. 8.
America ........................................................... 50 c.......................... § 5.
All other countries ........................................  2 s.................... £ 1 .

The Volume begins with the October number. All Subscriptions are payable ia  
advance. Back numbers and volumes may be obtained a t the same price.

Money Orders or Cheques for all publications should be made payable only to tbe 
Business Manager, Theosophist Office, and all business communications shonld be 
addressed to him at Adyar, Madras. I t is particularly requested that no remittances shall 
be made to individuals by name, as the members of ilte staff are often absent from  Adyar 
on duty, ____________

TH E JO U R N A L  OF TH E MAHA BODHI SO C IETY .
E d ito r  :—H. Dharmap&la, 2, Creek Row, W ellington Square, C alcu tta . 

Subscription Rs. 2. A most interesting Buddhistic periodical.

N O T IC E .
Subscribers to the Theosophist should notify any change of address to the Business 

Manager, so that the Magazine may reach them safely. The Proprietors of the Tiico- 
s o f h i s t  cannot undertHke to furnish copies gratis to replace those that go astray through 
carelessness on the part of subscribers who neglect to notify their change of address. 

Great care is taken in mailing and copies lost in tran sit will not be replaced.
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T H E O S O P H I S T
A M AGAZINE O F  

O R IE N T A L  P H IL O SO PH Y , ART, L IT E R A T U R E  AND O C C U LTISM  
Conducted By H. S. O lcott.

VOL. X X I. No. 7 .—A P R IL  1 9 0 0 .

P agk
O l d  D i a r y  L e a v e s ,  F o u r t h  S e r i e s ,  V I .......................  H .  S .  O l c o t t .....................................  .385
E t h e r i c  W a v e s ............................................................................. S a m u e l  S t u a r t .................................  3 9 3
E a t i n g  a n d  S l e e p i n g  a l o n e .................................................  A  B u d d h is t .........................................  4 0 4
S p i r i t u a l  D y n a m i c s .................................................... ............ A l e x a n d e r  S m i t h .........................  4 0 7
M & ya a n d  t h e  N i d a n a s ...........................................................  J o s e p h in e  M . D a v ie s ................... 4 1 1
V o w e l s — T h e i r  S o u n d s  a n d  S y m b o l i s m .................. C . A . W a r d ........................................  4 1 7
O n e  R o a d  t o  T h e o s o p h y ......................................................  S .  E .  P a l m e r .....................................  42t5
G l i m p s e s  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ....................  L il ia n  E d g e r .....................................  4 2 9
T h e o s o p h y  in  A l l  L a n d s ............................................................................................................................  4 3 3
R e v i e w s .............. ....................................................................................................................................................... 4 3 5

K a rm a ; T h e  B ronze B u d d h a ; T he S quare  of Sevens ; On B o th  S ides o f th e  L in e s ; V ital 
c u re ; S o u th  In d ia n  In s c r ip t io n s ;  R e p o rt on  a  search  fo r S a n sk r i t  a n d  I 'am il 
m a n u sc rip ts  M agaziues.

C u t t in g s  a n d  C o m m e n t s ...............................................................................................................................  4 4 0
M ag n etic  P e r tu rb a tio n  of th e  S p e c tra l L in e s— F ly in g  M achine— M agic o r T e lep a th y —  

T o lsto i an d  th e  C hurch— S ix th  sense 'in  a n im a ls— O ne cause  of th e  In d ia n  
F am in e— A D eath lik e  T ra n c e — R evival of H in d u ism — W h ite  m an  tu rn s  b lack— A 
B aby A th le te —A  Tw o y e a rs  T ra n c e — H isto ry  v ersus P o e try ,

S u p p l e m e n t ...................................................................... ................................................................ x x v i i— x x v i i i

M A D RA S:
PU B L ISH E D  BY T H E  PR O PR IE T O R S 

A T  T H E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y ’S H E A D Q U A R T E R S ,  A D Y A R .
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