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I R E A C H E D  M ad ras on th e  12th o f  F e b ru a ry  a n d  fo u n d  a w a itin g  
m e a  p le a sa n t su rp rise  in  th e  form  o f  a  le t te r  from  Prof. L eo n  d e  

Rosny, o f  th e  S o rb o n n e , in fo rm in g  m e o f  m y  e lec tio n  a s  H o n o ra ry  
Member o f  th e  S o cie te  d ’E th n o g ra p h ie , o f  P aris , in  th e  p la ce  o f  
Samuel B irc h , th e  ren o w n ed  O rie n ta lis t ,  deceased . P rof. de  R o sn y  
and I  h a d  b ee n  on  f rie n d ly  te rm s  for sev era l yea rs , h a v in g  b een  
drawn to g e th e r  b y  o u r  l ik in g  for B u d d h is tic  p h ilo so p h y . H e  to ld  
me once th a t  h e  u se d  m y  “ B u d d h is t C a tech ism  ” in  h is  le c tu re s  
and h a d  to ld  h is  p u p ils  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  find  m ore rea l B u d d h ism  in  
it than in  a n y  o f  th e  b o o k s p u b lish ed  by  th e  O rien ta lis ts .

F o u r d ay s  la te r  I  p ac k ed  t r u n k  an d  to o k  th e  s te a m e r fo r C olom bo 
en route for A u s tra lia . I  h a d  to  w a it a t C olom bo from  th e  18th 
February to  th e  3 rd  M arch  for th e  A u s tra lia n  boat, b u t  every  
minute of m y  tim e  w as occup ied . A m o n g  o th e r  th in g s  acco m p lish ed  
was th e  g e t t in g  o f  m y  F o u rte e n  P ro p o sitio n s , o r  B u d d h is t P la tfo rm , 
accepted a n d  s ig n e d  by  S u m a n g a la  an d  S u b h u ti, th e  tw o  r a n k in g  
high-priests o f  K an d y , an d  e n o u g h  m o re  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l b h ik sh u s  to  
give it th e  im p r im a tu r  o f  S in h a le se  B ud d h ism . T h is  an sw ered  for th e  
whole o f th e  S o u th e rn  schoo l, as th e  B u d d h ism  o f S iam  is  id e n tic a l 
with th a t o f  B u rm a an d  C eylon. A t W ellaw atte , P an a d u re , K an d y ,

* Three volumes, in series of thirty chapters, tracing1 the history of the 
Theosophical Society from its beginnings at New York, have appeared in the 
Theosophist, and the first volume is available in book form. Price cloth, Rs. 3-8-0, 
or paper, Rs. 2-3-0. Vol. II., beautifully illustrated with views of Adyar, has just 
been received by the Manager, Theosophist; Price, cloth, Rs. 5 ; paper, Rs. 3.



K a tu g a s to ta , D eh iw alla  an d  o th e r  p laces, I  le c tu re d  on  b e h a lf  o f  th e  
B u d d h is t schoo ls, ra is in g  p u b lic  su b sc rip tio n s  in  som e p laces, d is ­
t r ib u tin g  p rizes  a t o th e rs . T h e  B u d d h is ts  o f  A ra k a n , th ro u g h  W o n - 
d a u k  T h a  D w ay, o f  A k y ab , te le g ra p h e d  m e an  u rg e n t in v ita tio n  to  
v is it th e ir  c o u n try  an d , w ith  th e  m essag e , te le g ra p h e d  m o n e y  fo r 
m y  ex p en ses , b u t  I  w as ob lig ed  to  p o stp o n e  th e  v is it u n til  a  
fu tu re  occasion .

A t th is  tim e  a n  e x p e r im e n t w as g o in g  011 to  c re a te  a  C ey lon  
S ec tio n  o f  th e  T . S ., an d  I  h a d  m ad e  D r. D aly  G en e ra l S e c re ta ry . 
T h e  re su lt , how ever, w as th o ro u g h ly  u n sa tis fac to ry  an d  so I  rem o v ed  
h im  from  office, b u t e x p e r im e n ta lly  m ad e  h im  G en e ra l M an ag e r o f  
S choo ls. I  also  issu ed  an  ap p eal to  th e  p u b lic  fo r th e  c re a tio n  o f  a  
W esak  F u n d  to  be  u sed  for fo re ig n  p ro p ag a n d a . I  h av e  n e v e r  b ee n  
ab le  to  g e t th e  S in h a le se  in te re s te d  in  th is  w ork , th e ir  w hole  sy m ­
p a th y  an d  e n d e av o u rs  b e in g  c o n c e n tra te d  on th e  re g u la tio n  o f  
B u d d h is t affairs in  th e ir  ow n c o u n try . T h e  fact is, n o w h ere  in  th e  
H ast h av e  th e  p eo p le  a n y  v e ry  c lea r idea o f  fo re ign  c o u n trie s  a n d  
n a tio n s , an d  ra re ly  h av e  I  found  th e m  in  In d ia  d is t in g u ish in g  b e tw e en  
th e  w h ite  m en  o f  d iffe ren t n a tio n a litie s , w ho  a re  c lassified  u n d e r  th e  
g e n e ra l n am e o f  “ E u ro p e a n s  ; ” even  A m eric an s  a re  so  d e s ig n a te d .

T h e re  w as ly in g  in  C olom bo H a rb o u r  a t th a t  tim e  a  R u ss ia n  
frig a te  on  w h ich  th e  C zarew itch , th e  p re se n t C zar, w as m a k in g  
th e  to u r  o f  th e  w orld , ac co m p an ied  by  a s ta ff  o f  e m in e n t m e n . 
O ne o f  th e se  g en tlem en , d u r in g  th e  P r in c e ’s In d ia n  to u r , h a d  
ca lled  a t  A d y a r  d u r in g  m y  ab sen ce  in  B urm a, ex p re ssed  m u c h  i n ­
te re s t  in  T h e o so p h y , a n d  b o u g h t som e o f  o u r  books. I  w as s o r ry  
to  h av e  m issed  h im , as also  th e  ba ll a t G o v e rn m e n t H o u se  to  
w h ich  th e  new  G o v ern o r, L o rd  W en lo ck , h a d  in v ite d  m e “ T o  h a v e  
th e  h o n o u r  o f  M eetin g  H is  Im p eria l H ig h n e s s  T h e  C zesa rew itc h .”  
L e a rn in g  from  th e  R u ss ian  C onsu l a t  C olom bo th a t  som e o f  th e  
C row u P r in c e ’s s ta ff  w ou ld  be p leased  to  m a k e  m y  a c q u a in ta n c e , I  
w en t a b o a rd  th e  f rig a te  an d  sp e n t an  h o u r  in  d e lig h tfu l c o n v e rsa tio n  
w ith  P rin c e  H e sp e re  O u k h to m sk y , C h ie f  o f  th e  D e p a rte m e n t d e s  
C u ltes , in  th e  M in is te re  de  1’ In te r ie u r , w ho  w as a c tin g  as th e  
P r in c e ’s P riv a te  S ec re ta ry  011 th is  to u r , au d  L ie u te n a n t N . C ro w n , 
o f  th e  N av y  D e p a rtm e n t a t S t. P e te rsb u rg  ; b o th  c h a rm in g  m en . I  
found  m y se lf  p a r tic u la r ly  d raw n  to  P rin c e  O u k h to m sk y  b ec au se  o f  
h is  in te n se  in te re s t  in  B u d d h ism , w h ich  fo r m a n y  y ea rs  h e  h a s  
m ad e  a  spec ia l s tu d y  am o n g  th e  M ongo lian  lam aseries . H e  h a s  
also  g iv en  m u ch  tim e  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  o th e r  re lig io n s . H e  w as g o o d  
e n o u g h  to  in v ite  m e to  m ak e  th e  to u r  o f  th e  B u d d h is t m o n a s te r ie s  
o f  S iberia . H e  a sk ed  m e for a copy  o f  m y  F o u rte e n  P ro p o s itio n s , 
so th a t  h e  m ig h t tr a n s la te  th e m  an d  c irc u la te  th e m  am o n g  th e  
C h ie f  P rie s ts  o f  B u d d h ism  th ro u g h o u t th e  E m p ire . T h is  h e  h a s  
s in c e  done.£

O n th e  1st o f M arch  M r. R ic h a rd  H a r te  a rr iv e d  from  A d y a r  o n  
h is  w ay  to  E n g la n d  a fte r  ab o u t th re e  y ea rs ’ se rv ice  a t  h e a d q u a r te rs .



As above  n o te d , I sa iled  for A u s tra lia  ou  M arch  3rd , on  th a t  
noble P. &  O. s te a m e r  “ O cean a .” O n th e  5 th  I cro ssed  th e  E q u a ­
to r for th e  firs t tim e , b u t no  tr ic k s  w ere  p la y ed  b y  th e  sa ilo rs  011 th e  
passengers. T h e  n e x t day  I  saw  w h a t to  m e  w as a m arv e l, viz., 
a rainbow  ly in g  h o r iz o n ta lly  in s te a d  o f  m a k in g  th e  u su a l v e rtica l 
arch . I t  seem ed  to  m e, as I  n o te d  it, “ lik e  a  s tiff  ra in b o w  m e lte d  
dow n.” T h e  p assag e  th ro u g h o u t w as v e ry  sm o o th  a n d  p le asa n t. 
O n the 12 th , by  req u est, I  le c tu re d  in  th e  F irs t  S aloon , on  “ T h e  
E ssence o f  B u d d h ism .” T h e  c h a ir  w as ta k e n  b y  H o n . J .  T . 
W ilshire, M . P ., w ho  m ad e  a  v e ry  n ice  sp eech  a t  th e  close. W e 
reached  K in g  G e o rg e ’s  S o u n d  on  th e  13th an d  a n c h o re d  off A lb an y , 
b u t w ere q u a ra n tin e d  b e c au se  o f  th e  sm a ll-p o x  a t C olom bo, a n d  
were th u s  p re v e n te d  from  g o in g  a sh o re  to  h av e  a look  a t th e  p la c e . 
Port A d e la id e  w as re a c h e d  on  th e  17th a n d  M e lb o u rn e  011 th e  18th. 
A t th e  la t te r  p lace  I m e t M rs. P ic k e tt , one o f  o u r o ld  m em b ers , a t 
w hose h o u se  a t K ew  th e re  w as a m e e tin g  o f  T h e o so p h is ts  to  g re e t m e . 
An old fe llo w -trav e lle r iu  J a p a n , M r. J a m e s  M iller, o f  M e lb o u rn e , 
whom  I h a d  also  m e t in  L o n d o n , b rea k fa s ted  w ith  m e a t m y  h o te l, 
and I lu n c h e d  w ith  h im  th e  sam e day .

W e sa iled  on th e  20 th  for S y d n ey  an d  a rr iv e d  th e re  on  th e  
23rd in  th e  ea rly  m o rn in g . M y o ld  ac q u a in ta n c e , th e  E a r l o f 
Jersey , w as G o v ern o r o f  N ew  S o u th  \YTales a t th is  tim e , au d  as I  h ad  
notified L a d y  Je rs e y  o f  m y  co m in g , th e y  b o th  rece iv ed  m e  w ith  th e  
g reatest k in d n e ss . I  a t te n d e d  H e r  la d y sh ip ’s g a rd e n -p a r ty  th a t  
same d a y  a n d  d in e d  a t G o v e rn m e n t H o u se  th e  n e x t ev e n in g . A  
more b e a u tifu l v iew  th a u  th a t  from  th is  p lace  is h a rd  to  im ag in e . 
The b u ild in g  is 011 a g e n t ly  s lo p in g  p o in t, ru n n in g  o u t in to  th e  
w orld-fam ous S y d n ey  H a rb o u r, an d  a p a n o ra m a  o f  e x q u is ite  sc e n e ry  
stre tches o u t  befo re  th e  sp e c ta to r . T h e  o ld  p ro v e rb  w a s : 4* See 
Naples a n d  d ie ,” b u t, fo r m y  p a rt, I  sh o u ld  r a th e r  s u b s t i tu te  th e  
name S y d n e y  for N ap les. L o rd  J e rse y  w as v as tly  am u sed  o v er 
an e x c h a n g e  o f  b a n te r in g  n o te s  in  com ic v erse  b e tw e en  L ad y  
Jersey au d  m yself, a b o u t h e r  jo in in g  o u r S ocie ty , w h ich  I  
urged o n  th e  sco re  o f  h e r  in te l l ig e n t  in te re s t  in  m y stica l s tu d ie s , 
and sh e  d e c lin e d  from  an  in s t in c t  o f th a t  c o n se rv a tism  w h ich  
made h e r  o n e  o f  th e  fo u n d e rs  o f  th e  “ P rim ro se  L e a g u e .” M ore 
deligh tfu l a c q u a in ta n c e s  th a u  th e y  I  h av e  n e v e r  m et.

I  h a d  th e  p le a su re  o f  b ec o m in g  a c q u a in te d  w ith  sev era l T h e o so ­
phists a n d  on  th e  25th  sa ile d  for B risb an e  on  th e  co a s tin g  s te a m e r 
“ B arcoo.” A  n o te  th a t  I  m ade  011 th e  a t tra c tiv e  ap p e a ran c e  o f  th e  
d in ing  sa lo o n , w h ich  w as fin ish ed  in  l ig h t  w ood  in  a r tis tic  d es ig n s, 
with w h ite  a n d  d a rk  m a rb le  p an e ls , re m in d s  m e to  say  th a t  m o st o f 
the s te a m e rs  p ly in g  a ro u u d  th e  s to rm y  co asts  o f  A u stra lia , T a sm a n ia  
and N e w  Z ea lan d  g iv e  th e  tra v e lle r  ev e ry  com fo rt th a t  h e  cou ld  
wish. A s  fo r th e  ta b le , it m e rits  ev e ry  p raise . M y tr ip  011 th is  b o a t 
is w o rth  m e n tio n in g  o n ly  for o n e  rea so n —th a t  I m e t, as  a fellow  
passenger, a  m an  w ho  seem ed  to  m e  a so rt o f I us us nalunc. H e  w as



a  p riz e -f ig h te r  by  p ro fession  an d  a lig h t-w e ig h t c h a m p io n , b u t  w ith ­
al as q u ie t, g e n tle m a n lik e  a  p e rso n  as o n e  w ou ld  w an t to  m e e t ; m o re ­
over, h e  w as a  p ia n is t o f  g re a t m e rit. H e  p la y ed  w ith  g re a t fee lin g  
a n d  w o u ld  s it th e re  a t th e  in s tru m e n t a n d  le t h is  f ingers  ram b le  o v er 
th e  k ey s , b r in g in g  o u t sw eet h a rm o n ies , w h ile  h is  h ea d  w ou ld  b e  
th ro w n  b ac k  a n d  a  d ream y  e x p re ss io n  com e in to  h is  eyes, a s  th o u g h  
h e  w ere  c a tc h in g  a t  sw eet so u n d s  in  a h ig h e r  sp h e re . I  w ish  I  co u ld  
re m e m b e r th e  in te re s tin g  s to ry  o f  h is  m u sica l life th a t  h e  to ld  m e, 
b u t as I  q n ly  w ro te  in  m y  d ia ry  th e  w o rd s : “ T h re e  m o n th s ’ in s p i­
ra tio n ,” it  is all g o n e  from  m e. A  v ag u e  rem in isce n ce  th a t  th e re  w as 
so m e th in g  a b o u t h is  h a v in g  b een  o v ersh ad o w ed  by  th e  s p ir it  o f  
H a rm o n y , a n d  th a t  th is  c o n tro lle d  h im  fo r th e  sp ace  o f  t im e  in d i­
ca ted , an d  th a t  th e  in flu en ce  h ad  n ev e r w ho lly  le ft h im  since , floats 
befo re  m y  m em ory . A t an y  ra te , th e re  h e  w as a t th e  p ian o , im p ro ­
v is in g  m u sic  w h ile  on h is  w ay to  fill an- en g a g e m e n t in th e  p r iz e -r in g , 
w h ere  h e  w ou ld  p u m m el a n o th e r  b ru te  an d  be p u m m e lle d  b y  Ijim  
u n til  on e  o r b o th  sh o u ld  find  th e m se lv es  u n a b le  to  “ com e to  th e  
sc ra tc h .” I rea ch ed  B risb an e  on  th e  27th a t 10 a.m. T h e  to w n  is  
o n e  an d  a  h a lf  h o u rs ’ sa il up  th e  riv er, an d  on e  is re m in d ed , by  th e  
h o u se s  an d  farm s a lo n g  th e  b an k s , far m ore  o f  A m erica  th a n  o f  
E n g la n d . . I t  b e in g  G ood F rid a y , ev e ry  office an d  sh o p  w as c lo sed  
a n d  I  co u ld  see  n o b o d y  on b u sin ess , b u t  w ith  th e  jo u rn a l is tic  i n ­
s t in c t  w h ic h  ru n s  so s tro n g  in  m y  ve in s, I  ca lled  a t  th e  oflice o f  th e  
Observer a n d  saw  M r. R ose, a lib e ra l-m in d e d  S co tc h m an , th e  s u b ­
e d ito r , w ith  w hom  I  a t once  s tru c k  u p  a  f rie n d sh ip . A  p a ra g ra p h  in  
th e  n e x t  m o rn in g ’s  Courier b ro u g h t m e a flood o f  v is ito rs  a ll th e  n e x t  
day . M r. R ose lu n c h e d  a n d  d in e d  w ith  m e a t m y  h o te l, an d  M r. 
W o o d co ck , C h ie f  C lerk  o f  th e  C olonial S e c re ta ry ’s Office, a  very* 
g en ia l a n d  p le a sa n t g en tle m a n , also  d in e d  w ith  m e. I  sp e n t th e  a f te r ­
n o o n  w ith  J u d g e  P au l, o f  th e  D is tr ic t C o u rt, w ho  h as  a  J a p a n e s e  
h ouse , a ll th e  m a te r ia ls  fo r w h ich  w ere  im p o rte d  from  th e  F lo w e ry  
K in g d o m  a n d  se t u p  by  J a p a n e se  c a rp e n te rs  im p o rte d  for th e  jo b . 
T h e  J u d g e  is  d ec id ed ly  on e  o f  th e  m o st in te re s tin g  frie n d s  I  e v e r  
m ade, an d  as w e w ere  a lm o s t c o n s ta n tly  to g e th e r  d u r in g  m y  s ta y  in  
B risb an e , m y  so u v e n irs  o f  th e  v is it a re  d e lig h tfu l. M y in tro d u c tio n  
a t th e  C lub  b ro u g h t m e in to  c o n ta c t w ith  m a n y  o f  th e  c lev e re s t m e n  
in  to w n , a m o n g  th e m  jo u rn a l is ts ,  an d  so m y  v is it becam e to w n - ta lk , 
an d  w h en  a  lo n g  in te rv iew  w ith  m e ap p e a red  in  th e  Telegraph i t  m a y  
b e  im a g in e d  h o w  th e  s trea m  o f v is ito rs  a t  m y  ro o m s w en t on  in c re a s ­
in g . I  b ecam e a c q u a in te d  w ith  a  coup le  o f  c h a rm in g  p eo p le , M r. 
a n d  M rs. B ro u g h , th e  co m ed ian s, w hose a c tin g  I  g re a tly  e n jo y e d  
a n d  b o th  o f  w h o m  becam e m e m b ers  o f  o u r  S ocie ty .

T h e  o b jec tiv e  p o in t o f  m y  jo u rn e y  w as T oow oom ba, as ab o v e  
s ta te d , a n d  for th is  p lace  I  le ft b y  tra in  on th e  30 th  a n d  re a c h e d  
th e re  a f te r  a  r id e  th ro u g h  p le a sa n t scen e ry , s ix  h o u rs  la te r . M . 
W m , C astles, on e  o f  th e  la te  M r. H a r tm a n n ’s ex e cu to rs , ac c o m ­
p a n ie d  m e, a n d  th e  o th e r  one, M r. J .  R oessle , in v ite d  m e  to



p u t  u p  w ith  h im  ; b u t as th e re  w as fric tio n  b e tw een  th e  h e irs , 
th e  ex e cu to rs , a n d  M r. J .  H . W a tso n , F .T .S ., S u p e r in te n d e n t 
o f  th e  H a r tm a n n  N u rse ry , I  p re fe rre d  to  p u t up  a t th e  Im p e ria l 
H o te l  so as  to  be p erfec tly  im p a rtia l. I  w as d e lig h te d  w ith  th e  
s i tu a tio n  o f T oow oom ba, w h ich  h as  011 o n e  side  g re a t s tre tc h e s  
o f  ro llin g  m eadow s an d  on th e  o th e r, b lu e  ran g e s  o f  h ills . O n 
th e  m o rn in g  a f te r  m y  a rr iv a l I m e t th e  H a r tm a n n  fam ily—co m p ri­
s in g  h is  b ro th e r  H u g o , h is  d a u g h te r  H e le n a , h is  sons C arl a n d  
H e m n a n ,  h is  tw o e x e c u to rs , an d  h is  so n -in -law , M r. D avis, h u s ­
b a n d  o f  H e le n a . O f cou rse , as th e y  h ad  lo o k ed  on m e as a n  en em y , 
a s  le g a te e  o f  th e ir  fa th e r, a n d  h a d  d o n e  th e ir  b es t to  h av e  th e  W ill 
b ro k e n  w ith o u t success, a t  f irs t th e y  rece iv ed  m e w ith  cold  d is tru s t .  
W h e n , how ever, th e y  cam e to  see how  lit t le  d isposed  I w as to  deal 
h a r s h ly  w ith  th e m , th e ir  i ll- te m p e r  g ra d u a lly  d isap p ea red , au d  a t 
th e  e n d  o f  th e  in te rv iew  th e y  p laced  th e ir  in te re s ts  u n re se rv e d ly  in 
m y  h a n d s  a n d  d ec la re d  th a t  th e y  w ou ld  be sa tisfied  w ith  an y  p a r t i ­
t io n  o f  th e  e s ta te , o r  com p ro m ise , w h ich  I m ig h t be  w illin g  to  g ive . 
P o o r  th in g s  ! th e y  h ad  been  g o in g  a b o u t th e  tow n  d e n o u n c in g  th e ir  
f a th e r ,  co m p la in in g  o f  th e ir  w rongs , a n d  e x c itin g  p re ju d ic e  a g a in s t 
th e  S o c ie ty , so th a t  I  w as co n v in ced  th a t  i t  w ou ld  n o t h av e  ta k e n  
m u c h  to  se t th e  m ob  to  s to n in g  m e o u t o f  th e  to w n  o r  g iv in g  m e a 
c o a t  o f  ta r  an d  fea th ers . A n d  y e t I , a n d  ev e ry b o d y  e lse a t A d y a r, 
w a s  as  in n o c e n t as th e  b ab e  u n b o rn  o f  a ll p ro c u re m e n t of, o r  co n se n t 
to , th e  d eceased  m a n ’s ac tio n , o r  sy m p a th y  w ith  th a t  so r t o f  th in g  
u n d e r  a n y  c irc u m sta n ce s . I  h ad  h a d  no  su sp ic io n  th a t  h e  in te n d e d  
to  leav e  th e  S o c ie ty  a ru p ee , o r  th a t  h e  h a d  ru p ee s  to  b eq u e a th . I f  
h e  h a d  b u t h in te d  to  m e h is  p u rp o se  I  sh o u ld  h av e  tr ie d  to  d issu ad e  
h im  from  d o in g  a w ro n g  to  h is  fam ily  a n d  th u s  p re v e n t th e m  from  
s e n d in g  th e ir  m a led ic tio n s  a f te r  h im  in to  K am aloka . T h o se  w ho  
a re  in te re s te d  in  lo o k in g  th ro u g h  a  fu ll re p o r t on th is  case, m ay  do  
so  b y  re a d in g  in  th e  Theosophist fo r A u g u s t 1891, m y  a r tic le  011 “ O u r 
A u s tr a l ia n  L egacy  : a L esso n .” A  good  u n d e rs ta n d in g  h a v in g  b een  
a r r iv e d  a t  all a ro u n d , I  accep ted  th e  in v ita tio n  o f  M r.W Tatso n  to  
co m e  a n d  ta k e  u p  m y  re s id e n ce  w ith  h im  a t  “ H a r tm a n n ’s G a rd e n s .” 

I t  is, o r  w as, a  c h a rm in g  sh o w -p lace  o f  p o p u la r  re so rt, w ith  ac res  
la id  o u t  in  o rn a m e n ta l lan d scap e  g a rd e n in g , a p ro fu s io n  o f  p in es , 
p a lm s , a lo es  a n d  o rn a m e n ta l an d  flow ering  sh ru b s  an d  p la n ts , te s tify ­
in g  to  th e  b o ta n ic a l sk ill o f  th e  d eceased  ow ner. T h e re  w as an  e x ­
te n s iv e  c o n se rv a to ry  fu ll o f  ra re  p la n ts , a n d  a n o th e r  a tta c h e d  to  th e  
h o u se , w ith  a  lo fty  ro o f o f  w ood, an d  a tow er, o r  la n te rn , in  th e  apex . 
I n  th is  la t te r  room  w ere  cases o f  se lec ted  sh e lls , co ra ls  an d  b u t te r ­
flies, a n d  ja r s  o f  re p tilia , a ll p o ssess in g  a  sc ien tific  value , w h ile  th e  
fo u r  w alls  w ere  covered  w ith  tro p h ie s  a r tis tic a lly  com posed , o f  
s t r a n g e  w ea p o n s  o f  w ar a n d  th e  chase , u te n s ils  o f  h u sb a n d ry , an d  
f ish in g  n e ts , sp ears  a n d  ta c k le , as u sed  b y  th e  savages o f  N ew  G u inea . 
T h e  n u r s e ry  p ro p e r ty  is a t  th e  b ro w  o f  a  r id g e , 2,000 feet above sea- 
leve l, a n d  from  th e  h o u se -fro n t th e  d e lig h te d  ey e  sw eeps over a



v a rie d  la n d sca p e  o f  w ild  eu c a ly p tu s  an d  o th e r  ju n g le  a n d  d e ta c h e d  
c lea rin g s , s tre tc h in g  se v en ty  m iles  aw ay  to  a ra n g e  o f  b lu e ish  h ills , 
far b ey o n d  w h ich  lies B risb an e , th e  cap ita l o f  Q u een slan d . E n te r ­
in g  th e  n u rse ry  p ro p e r ty  from  th e  p u b lic  road , o n e  d riv es  th ro u g h  a n  
a v e n u e  o f tre e s  in d ig e n o u s  to  O ceanea, a n d  o th e rs  o f  tro p ic a l h a b i­
t a t—su c h  as cacti, a loes an d  p a lm s—u n til  th e  w ay  is b a rre d  b y  a 
fence w h ich  enc loses  th e  o rn a m e n ta l g a rd e n s  a n d  ad m its  o n ly  foot- 
p assen g e rs . B eyond  th is , a g rassy  ro ad  as w ide as th e  e n tra n c e  
av en u e , co n d u c ts , in  to r tu o u s  w ays, u p  to  th e  h o u se  w h ich  is p e rfe c t­
ly  em bow ered  in  a g ro v e  o f  u m b ra g e o u s  tree s . T h e  p la ce  is fam ed  
th ro u g h o u t th e  C o lony  for its  b e a u ty  a n d  k n o w n  to  th o u sa n d s  in  
th e  o th e r  A u s tra lia n  C o lon ies as th e  h o m e  o f  th e  w in n e r  o f  se v e ra l 
h u n d re d  d ip lo m as an d  m e d a ls  a t  th e ir  v a rio u s  h o r tic u ltu ra l show s. 
M r. H a r tm a n n  w as a tire le ss  w o rk e r  an d , b es id es  a t te n d in g  to  h is  
b u s in e ss  p ro p e r , k e p t u p  a c o rre sp o n d e n c e  w ith  th e  m o st e m in e n t 
b o ta n is ts  an d  n a tu ra lis ts ,  an d  gave h is  n am e  to  som e n ew  sp e c ie s  o f  
p la n ts  an d  in sec ts . T h e  G a rd e n s  co m p rise  fo rty -tw o  ac res . 
B esides th is  e s ta te , h e  ow ned  sh a re s  in p ro d u c tiv e  m in es  a n d  h a d  a  
n ice  su m  to  h is  c re d it in  b an k . T h is  w as th e  p ro p e r ty  b e q u e a th e d  
to  m e fo r th e  T h eo so p h ica l S ocie ty , m y  t i t le  to  w h ich  h a d  b e e n  
d ec la re d  p erfec t, b y  th e  h ig h e s t ju d ic ia l tr ib u n a l. M y re a d e rs  w ill see , 
d o u b tle ss , in  m y  re n u n c ia tio n  o f  m y  r ig h ts  in  fav o u r o f  th e  in ju re d  
n a tu ra l h e irs , a p ra c tic a l le sson  in  w h a t w e T h e o so p h is ts  call a l tru ism . 
A t a ro u g h  e s tim a te  th e  e s ta te  w as th e n  w o rth  a b o u t ^5 ,000 .

In  th in k in g  it a ll over, i t  seem ed  to  m e th a t  i f  I  gave b a c k  to  
th e  fam ily  fo u r-fifth s  o f  th e  es ta te , from  w h ich  th e y  n e v e r  e x p e c te d  
to  d e riv e  a p e n n y  o f  b enefit, a n d  k e p t one-fifth  for th e  S o c ie ty , I  
w ou ld , in  som e so r t, be  c a r ry in g  o u t th e  w ish es o f  M r. H a r tm a n n  
to  g ive  su b s ta n tia l h e lp  to  o u r  cau se  ; i t  a lso  seem ed  n o  m o re  th a n  
r ig h t th a t  th e  cost o f  m y  v o y ag e  b o th  w ays sh o u ld  be  d e fray ed  o u t o f  
th e  m oney  in  b an k . So, u p o n  fu ll re flec tion , I  d ra fte d  an d , a t  th e  
n e x t d ay ’s m e e tin g , la id  befo re  th e  fam ily  th e  fo llow ing  offer :

“ R a n g e  N u r s e r y ,  T o o w o o m b a , 9 th A p r il , 1891.

I  m ak e  th e  fo llow ing  offer to  th e  c h ild re n  a n d  b ro th e rs  o f  th e  
la te  C. H . H a r tm a n n  :

I. I  w ill se ll to  th e m , o r  to  an y b o d y  th e y  m ay  ch o o se  as th e i r  
a tto rn e y , a ll m y  r ig h t, t i t le  a n d  in te re s t  as P . T . S . in  th e  re s id u e  o f  
th e  e s ta te , fo r th e  su m  o f  ^1 ,0 0 0  (o n e  th o u sa n d  p o u n d s )  in  ca sh  ; 
an d  a su m  su ffic ien t to  co v er th e  co s t o f  m y  tra v e llin g  e x p e n se s  from  
an d  to  In d ia —say  £ 130.

I I .  I  w ill ex e c u te  an y  n e c e s sa ry  leg a l p a p e r  to  th is  effect, a n d  
in s tru c t th e  e x e c u to rs  to  m a k e  o v er th e  p ro p e r ty , le g a lly  m in e , to  
th e m  in  m y  p lace .

I I I .  I f  th e y  w ish  it, I  w ill ta k e  o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  ^ 1 ,0 0 0  in  ca sh , 
o r th re e -fo u r th s—as th e y  p re fe r—say  ^ 5 0 0  o r  ^7 5 0 — a n d  lo a n  th e  
re m a in d e r  u p o n  a  p r im a ry  m o rtg a g e  w ith  in te re s t a t  s ix  p e r



cent. (6 % ) *  p e r  an n u m , u p o n  th e  R a n g e  N u rse ry  p ro p e r ty  {viz., 
42 or 43 a c re s )  w ith  th e  b u ild in g s  an d  im p ro v e m en ts  as th e y  
stand, b u t n o t in c lu d in g  th e  n u rse ry  o r h o t-h o u se  s tock . T h e  m o r t­
gage m ay b e  le ft s ta n d in g  for five y ea rs  o r  lo n g e r, as m ay  be h e re ­
after m u tu a lly  ag re e d  u p o n  b e tw een  th e m  an d  m yself, o r su ccesso r in  
office.

IV. T h e  fam ily  m u s t all n o tify  m e o f  th e ir  a c ce p ta n ce  o f  th e se  
term s, a n d  o f  th e ir  d es ire  th a t  I  sh a ll e x e c u te  th e  tra n s fe r-p a p e rs  to  
one or tw o  o f  th e ir  n u m b e r  as re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  a ll th e  five.

V. T h e  fam ily  m u s t u n d e r ta k e  to  se ttle  all th e  leg ac ies  to  in ­
d iv iduals as  m ad e  in  th e  W ill.

V I. T h is  offer to  b e  ac ce p te d  on o r  befo re  th e  17th A p ril in ­
stan t. H . S. O l c o t t ,  P. T . S.

W ith o u t le a v in g  th e  room  th e  h e irs  ac ce p te d  th e  offer w ith  e x ­
p ressions o f  w arm  g ra titu d e . T h e  d o c u m e n t b ea rs  th e  fo llow ing  
e n d o rse m e n t:

“ W e  accep t th e  above offer, an d  re q u e s t th a t  Col. O lco tt w ill 
recogn ize  th e  H o n . M r. Isa m b e rt, M. P ., o f  B risb an e , as o u r  a g e n t 
an d  re p re se n ta tiv e . (S ig n e d )  C. H . H a r tm a n n , H . H . H a r tm a n n , 
H elen a  H a r tm a n n  D avis. In  p re se n c e  o f  F . H a r le y  D av is an d  J o h n  
R oessler” (one o f  th e  tw o e x e c u to rs  u n d e r  th e  W ill).

I  q u o te  th is  d o c u m e n t from  th e  p u b lish e d  n a rra tiv e  above m e n ­
tioned , as th e  ev e n t is te n  y ea rs  o ld  a n d  h u n d re d s  o r  th o u sa n d s  w ho 
will re a d  th is  c h a p te r  w ill g e t from  it th e ir  firs t in tim a tio n  o f  th is  ev e n t 
and  i ts  seq u e l w h ich , I  am  d e lig h te d  to  say , rece iv ed  th e  u n a n im o u s  
approval o f  m y  co lleag u es  in  th e  S ocie ty . S o m ew h at la te r , th e re  
cam e a  g re a t p an ic  in  C o lon ial re a l-e s ta te  values, a n d  so I  can ce lled  
my c la im  for th e  ^1 ,0 0 0  a n d  gav e  o v er ab so lu te ly  th e  w h o le  e s ta te  to  
the fam ily , ta k in g  n o th in g  o u t o f  it  save th e  b a re  cost o f  m y  jo u r ­
ney, a n d  a  few  N ew  G u in e a  cu rio s , w o rth , p e rh a p s , £  5, w h ich  m ay  
be s e e n  in  th e  A d y a r  L ib ra ry .

I  w as am u sed  to  see th e  in s ta n ta n e o u s  c h a n g e  o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  
tow ards th e  S o c ie ty  an d  m y se lf  ; th e  h e irs  now  w en t ab o u t s in g in g  
my p ra ise s  au d  th e  A u s tra lia n  p re ss  ec h o ed  th e  fee ling , som e sa y in g  
th a t I  h a d  a c te d  in  a m o re  tru ly  C h ris tia n  s p ir it  th a n  th e  T ru s te e s  
of a S c o tc h  P re sb y te r ia n  C h u rch  w ho, b e in g  b e q u e a th e d  a fo rtu n e  
of ;£ i6 ,ooo  by  a fan a tica l w om an , refu sed  to  g ive  h e r  p a u p e r  s is te r  
even a  sm a ll a n n u ity  to  k ee p  h e r  o u t o f  th e  w o rk h o u se . T h e  first 
effect a t  T o o w o o m b a  w as an  in v ita tio n  to  d e liv e r  a p u b lic  le c tu re  on 
“ T h e o so p h y  an d  B u d d h ism ,” a t  w h ich  th e  C h a irm an  w as an  M. P . 
So i t  h a p p e n e d  in  ev e ry  to w n  w h ich  I  v is ited . E v en  c le rg y m en  cam e 
each t im e  to  h e a r  m e, m y  room s a t th e  h o te ls  w ere  th ro n g e d  w ith  
ladies a n d  g e n tle m e n  o f th e  h ig h e s t social p o s itio n , a n x io u s  to  q u es tio n  
me a n d  jo in  th e  S o c ie ty ; an d , te ll i t  n o t i t  G a th , C h ris tia n  c le rg y m en  
of o r th o d o x  re p u te  an d  m u c h  in flu en ce  jo in e d  th e  S ocie ty , w hose 
bones th e  m iss io n a rie s  in  In d ia  h av e  b een  for y ea rs  try in g  to  g n a w !

' The local bank rale was per cent.



W h en  I  w en t to  A u s tra la s ia  w e h a d  b u t th re e  w eak  b ra n c h e s  in 
th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld —th o se  a t M elbou rne , W e llin g to n  (N ew  Z ea lan d ) 
an d  H o b a r t (T a sm a n ia )  ; th e  one w h ich  H a r tm a n n  tr ie d  to  open  h a d  
u tte r ly  failed , a n d  I  found  th e  u n u se d  c h a r te r  am o n g  h is  p a p e rs , 
to g e th e r  w ith  a  n u m b e r  o f  d ip lo m as o f  fellow sh ip , d a te d  1881, b u t  
n e v e r  de liv ered . W h e n  I  le ft th e  c o u n try  th e re  w ere  seven  good  
ones, am o n g  w hose m e m b ers  w ere  th o ro u g h -g o in g  m y s tic s  a n d  
T h eo so p h is ts , from  w hom  I th e n  ex p e c te d  m u c h  a n d  w ho  h a v e  n o t 
d isa p p o in te d  m e. B efore le a v in g  A dela ide , S .A ., I  issued , o n  M ay 
26th , th e  u su a l official N o tice  a u th o r iz in g  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a  S ec tio n . 
I  w as n o t fo rtu n a te , as i t  tu rn e d  ou t, m u c h  to  m y d isa p p o in tm e n t, 
in  m y  n o m in a tio n s  o f  th e  G en e ra l an d  A ss is ta n t G en e ra l S e c re ta r ie s ; 
b u t in  th e  co u rse  o f  tim e  e v e ry th in g  h as  been  se ttle d  for th e  bes t, a n d  
we have  now  in  th e  C o lon ies a body  o f  m en  an d  w om en  w ho  co m p a re  
fav o u rab ly  w ith  th e  m em b ers  o f  a n y  o th e r  S ec tio n  o f  th e  S o cie ty .

I h ad  b esp o k en  m y  p assag e  from  S y d n ey  to  N ew  Z ea land , a n d  
on th e  9 th  o f  M ay w en t to  th e  C o m p an y ’s office a t 2 p. m. w ith  th e  
m o n ey  for m y  tic k e t , b u t, i t  b e in g  S a tu rd a y , fo u n d  it  closed , a n d  so  
cam e aw ay ag a in . I  w as e x p e c te d  a t  W e llin g to n , A u c k la n d  a n d  
elsew here , a n d  g re a t re su lts  w ere  c o u n ted  u p o n , am o n g  o th e rs  t h e  
fo rm a tio n  o f  new  b ran c h es . T h e  T a sm a n ia n  frie n d s  h a d  a lso  
en g a g ed  a p u b lic  h a ll an d  a r ra n g e d 'fo r  m y  acco m m o d atio n  an d  a ll  
o th e r  d e ta ils . T h e  d e a th  o f  H . P. B . c h a n g e d  m y  p la n s , m ad e  m e  
cancel th e  N ew  Z ea land  an d  T a sm a n ia n  p ro g ra m m e , cab le  o rd e rs  fo r  
a L o n d o n  co u n c il, an d  em b a rk  for “ h o m e ” via C o lom bo , on  th e  
27th M ay, in  th e  S.S. “ M assilia  ” ; on  b o a rd  w h ich  s ta u n c h  v e sse l
I le c tu red , by  in v ita tio n  o f  th e  p a sse n g e rs  a n d  a t  k in d  C a p ta in  
F ra se r ’s req u e st, fo r th e  b enefit o f  th a t  d e se rv in g  c h a rity , th e  M er­
c h a n t S eam en ’s O rp h an  A sy lu m . T h e  tic k e ts  w ere  o n e  sh il lin g  e a c h , 
an d  th e  n e a t su m  o f ^ 4 -1 0 -0  w as rea lised  fo r th e  o b jec t specified . 
C ap ta in  F ra se r  w as goo d  en o u g h  to  a sk  m e to  a t le a s t ta k e  h a l f  th e  
p ro ceed s  for th e  A d y ar L ib ra ry , b u t  I  d ec lin ed , as th e  m o n e y  h a d  
n o t b een  p a id  for th a t  p u rp o se .

M y firs t in tim a tio n  o f  H . P . B ,’s d ea th  w as rece iv ed  by  m e  
“ te le p a th ic a lly  ” from  h erse lf, an d  th is  w as fo llow ed b y  a  se co n d  
sim ila r  m essage. T h e  th ird  I  go t from  o n e  o f  th e  re p o rte rs  p re se n t a t  
m y c lo s in g  le c tu re  in  S y d n ey , w ho to ld  m e as I w as a b o u t le a v in g  
th e  p la tfo rm , th a t  a p ress  m essage h a d  com e from  L o n d o n  a n n o u n ­
c in g  h e r  decease. I11 m y  D iary  e n try  for M ay 9 th , 1891, I say  : “ H a d  
an  u n ea sy  fo re b o d in g  o f  H . P. B .’s d e a th .” In  th a t  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  
d ay  it is w ritte n  : “ T h is  m o rn in g  I feel th a t  H . P . B. is d ead  : th e
th ird  w a rn in g .” T h e  la s t e n try  for th a t  day  s a y s : “ C ab leg ram ,
H . P. B. d e a d .” O n ly  th o se  w ho saw  us to g e th e r  a n d  k n ew  o f  th e  
close m y stica l t ie  b e tw een  us, can  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  se n se  o f  b e re a v e ­
m e n t th a t  cam e over m e u p o n  re c e ip t o f  th e  d ire fu l new s.

H . S . O l c o t t .



I. T h e  Co n d itio n s  o f  P rogress .

[ T h e  s e r i e s  o f  l e c t u r e s  d e l i v e r e d  b y  M i s s  E d g e r  a t  A d y a r  d u r i n g  

t h e  r e c e n t  C h r i s t m a s  h o l i d a y s ,  h a v e ,  b y  r e q u e s t ,  b e e n  w r i t t e n  o u t  f o r  T h e  

T h e o s o p h is t , a n d ,  w h i l e  e m b o d y i n g  i n  t h e  m a i n ,  t l i e  i d e a s  g i v e n  f o r t h  i n  

t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a n  e x a c t  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

t h e m . — E d .  n o t e ] .

P R O B A B L Y  all m em b ers  o f th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o cie ty  a re  lo o k in g  
forw ard to  a  tim e , w h e th e r  d is ta n t  o r  n ea r, w h en  th e y  w ill h av e  

advanced  a lo n g  th e  p a th  o f  sp ir itu a l p ro g re ss  a n d  w ill h av e  defi­
n ite ly  ta k e n  u p  th a t  lin e  o f  co n d u c t a n d  se lf-d ev e lo p m en t w h ich  w ill 
u ltim ate ly  lead  th e m  to  th e  g o a l o f  h u m a n  p erfec tio n . S om e h av e  
a lread y  ad v a n ce d  co n s id e rab ly  a lo n g  th is  p a th , o th e rs  a re  ta k in g  
th e ir  f irs t s tep s , w h ile  to  y e t o th e rs  it  is b u t  a  p o ss ib ility  w h ich  lies 
before th e m  in  th e  fu tu re . T h is  la s t c lass, how ever, are , b y  th e  v e ry  
reco g n itio n  o f  su ch  p o ss ib ility , b e g in n in g  to  p re p a re  th e m se lv es  for 
its rea lisa tio n .

I t  is  w ell, th e n , th a t  w e sh o u ld  a ll from  tim e  to  tim e  p au se , a n d  
let o u r  th o u g h ts  dw ell on  th e  d ifficu lties th a t  a re  lik e ly , n a y  c e r ta in , 
to  o b s tru c t o u r  p ro g re ss , so th a t  w e m ay  u n d e rs ta n d  how  th e y  m ay  
be m e t, an d  m ay  b eg in  to  d eve lop  in  ou rse lv es th o se  q u a litie s  b y  
m eans o f  w h ich  w e sh a ll be  ab le  to  s u rm o u n t all obstac les. T h is  is 
our p u rp o se  d u r in g  th e se  th re e  m o r n in g s ; w e sh a ll s tr iv e  to  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  a n d  c lassify  som e o f  th e  c h ie f  d ifficu lties w e sh a ll m eet, an d  
th e n  c o n s id e r  how  w e m ay  b e s t p re p a re  o u rse lv es  to  overcom e th e m . 
W e sh a ll g a th e r  to g e th e r  som e o f  th e  te a c h in g s  th a t  h av e  b een  g iven  
to u s , te a c h in g s  th a t  a re  as an  o ft-to ld  ta le  to  you  a l l ; b u t i t  m ay  b e  
th a t th e  s e t t in g  w ill b r in g  th e m  h o m e w ith  new  force to  som e o f  us, 
as w e s tr iv e  to  ap p ly  th e m  to  th is  aspec t o f  o u r  p rac tica l life.

F irs t ,  w e m u s t c o n s id e r  th e  g e n e ra l p r in c ip le s  o f  ev o lu tio n , 
e sp ec ia lly  in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  h u m a n ity , in  o rd e r  to  d ed u c e  from  
th e m  th e  n ecessa ry  c o n d itio n s  o f  p ro g re ss . L e t u s  try  to  c a rry  o u r  
th o u g h ts  b a c k  to  th e  p o in t im m ed ia te ly  p re c e d in g  th e  daw n of 
m a n ifes ta tio n , w h en  “ tim e  w as n o t, for it lay  as leep  in  th e  in fin ite  
bosom  o f  d u ra tio n  ” ; w h en  “ d a rk n e ss  a lo n e  filled  th e  b o u n d le ss  a ll, 
for F a th e r , M o ther, an d  S on  w ere  o n ce  m o re  one, a n d  th e  S o n  h a d  
n o t aw a k en e d  y e t for th e  new  w h ee l an d  h is  p ilg rim a g e  th e re o n .”* 
T h e  H in d u  S c r ip tu re s  d esc rib e  how  “ T h is  w as befo re  so u l, 
b e a r in g  th e  sh a p e  o f  a  m an . L o o k in g  ro u n d , h e  b e h e ld  n o th in g  b u t
h i m s e l f . ............................. H e  d id  th u s  n o t feel d e lig h t. . . . H e
w as d e s iro u s  o f  a se co n d ................................... H e  d e s ire d  L e t m e h av e
a w ife ; a g a in , le t m e be  b o m ; ag a in , le t m e h av e  w e a l th ; ag a in , le t

* “ Stanzasof Dzyan,” I, 2, 5 . (S. D. I., 2 7 , o. e,)
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m e p erfo rm  w o rk .” * O r ag a in , “ H e  ( th e  su p rem e  so u l) d es ire d , l e t  
m e  b ecom e m an y , le t  m e b e  b o rn . H e  p e rfo rm ed  ta p a s  (re flec ted  o n  
th e  form  o f  th e  w orld  to  b e  c re a te d ). H a v in g  p erfo rm ed  ta p a s , h e  
c re a te d  all th is  w h a tso ev e r. H a v in g  c re a te d  it, h e  even  e n te re d  i t . ” f  
O r y e t ag a in , “  Before, th is  w as a  m ere  s ta te  o f  b e in g , one o n ly ,
w ith o u t a  se c o n d ................... I t  w illed , ‘ I  sh a ll m u ltip ly  an d  be  b o r n . ’
I t  c re a te d  h e a t ........T h a t  h e a t w illed , * I  sh a ll m u ltip ly  a n d  be  born .*
I t  c re a te d  w a te r ................. T h e  w a te r  w illed , ‘ I  sh a ll m u lt ip ly  a n d  b e
b o m .’ I t  c re a te d  a l im e n t.......................... T h a t  D e ity  w illed , ‘ e n te r in g
th e se  th re e  o b jec ts  in  th e  form  o f life  (Jiv& tm S) I  sh a ll b e  m a n ife s t 
in  v a rio u s  n am es an d  form s. J U n ity  f i r s t : th e n , in  som e w a y  
th a t  w e ca n n o t y e t co m p re h en d , d es ire  a ro se  in  th e  O ne, a n d  t h e  
d es ire  w as th a t  th e  on e  m ig h t becom e m any . T h e n  m u ltip lic a tio n  ; 
th e  e lem e n ts  a p p e a r in g  in  o rd er, each , b y  th e  v ita l e n e rg y  w ith in  
its e lf  g iv in g  r ise  to  th e  su c c e e d in g  one. I n  all, th e  life  o f  T h e  
O ne, m a n ife s tin g  as th e  J iv a tm d ; b u t  m a n ife s tin g  d im ly  a n d  
p a r tia lly , for successive  ve ils  o f  m a tte r  g rew  a ro u n d  th e  o r ig in a l  
film y  fo rm s o f  life, c o n c e a lin g  m o re  an d  m o re  th e  d iv in ity  w ith in .  
T h u s  aro se  th e  d u a l ity  o f  th e  m a n ifes te d  u n iv e rse , P u ru s h a  a n d  
P ra k r it i ,  o r  to  u se  o th e r  w ords, th e  S e lf  a n d  th e  N o t-S e lf.

L e t u s  d w ell fo r a  few  m o m e n ts  on  th is  d u a lity , fo r if  w e c a n  
c a tc h  som e g lim p se  o f  its  m e an in g , i t  w ill h e lp  u s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  o u r  
fu r th e r  s tu d y . T h e  S e lf  is th e  O ne R e a l i ty ; th a t  w h ich  rem a in s  w h e n  
m a n ife s ta tio n  ceases, w h en  th e  G re a t B re a th  is in d raw n . H o w  th e n  
can  w e k n o w  th e  S e lf  ? fo r a re  w e n o t liv in g  in  th e  m id s t o f  m a n i­
fes ta tio n  ? A re  w e n o t in d eed , as f a r  as our present consciousness is con­
cerned, a  p a r t  o f  th e  N o t-S e lf?  T h e n  a ll w e can  k n o w  o f  th e  S elf, is 
th a t  i t  is n o t  a n y th in g  o f  th a t  o f  w h ich  w e a re  conscious. A ll o u r  
p re s e n t co n sc io u sn ess  is th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  lim ita tio n , o f  th e  
p a r tia l  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  R eality . H e n c e  th e  b es t efforts w e c a n  
m a k e  to  d esc rib e  th e  Self, w ill a t  p re se n t reso lv e  th e m se lv es  in to  
sa y in g  * I t  is n o t th is , i t  is  n o t  th a t.  ’ A n d  y e t th e  k n o w led g e  o f  t h e  
S e lf  is open  to  u s, i f  w e w ill fit o u rse lv es  to  rece iv e  i t ; fo r th e  N o t-  
S e lf  e x is ts  o n ly  by  v ir tu e  o f  its  b e in g  a  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  Self, a n d  
th o u g h  it  b e  tru e  th a t  o u r  p re se n t co n sc io u sn ess  is th a t  o f  th e  N o t-  
S elf, y e t in essence w e are th e  Self. I f  th e n  w e p e n e tra te  th e se  v e ils  
o f  illu s io n  th a t  w e call ‘ I , ’ ‘ th o u ,’ an d  ‘ h e ,’ w e sh a ll a t  la s t  re a c h  
th e  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  S e lf  w h ich  is o n e  in  a ll b e in g s, a n d  sh a ll
* k n o w  ev en  as w e a re  k n o w n ,’ B u t th is  m e an s  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f 
th e  h ig h e s t sp ir itu a l p o te n tia lit ie s  th a t  lie  la te n t  w ith in  u s, a n d  can  
be  a tta in e d  o n ly  by  p a t ie n t  p e rsev eran ce , a n d  lo n g , a rd u o u s  lab o u r. 
I n  th e  m e a n tim e , w e can  by  s tu d y  o f  th e  N o t-S e lf, th e  m a n ife s ta tio n  
o f  th e  Self, le a rn  e n o u g h  to  e n a b le  u s  to  fit o u rse lv es  fo r fu rth e r

* Brihad-aranyaka Upanishad, 1, 4, i-iii, xvii. 
t  Taittiriya Upanishad, II, 6.
J Chandogya Upanishad, VI, a, i, iii, iv; VI, 3, ji,



k n o w le d g e . I t  is fo r th is  th a t  w e sh a ll d o  w ell to  s tu d y  th e  g en e ra l 
p r in c ip le s  o f  ev o lu tio n .

I t  is  n o t n ec essa ry  fo r u s  to  d w ell a t  le n g th  on  th e  e a r lie r  s ta g e s  : 
th e y  h a v e  b een  d esc rib ed  to  u s  a g a in  an d  ag a in , a n d  w e a re  a ll 
fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  w ay in  w h ich  th e  successive  s ta g es  o f  co n sc io u s­
n e s s  h a v e  evo lved . F irs t , se n sa tio n , d ev e lo p ed  by  th e  v ib ra tio n s  
w h ic h  s t ru c k  a g a in s t th e  ev o lv in g  fo rm s from  w ith o u t a n d  aw ak en ed  
th e  m o s t  e le m e n ta ry  o f  th e  la te n t  e n e rg ie s  o f  th e  d iv in e  life w ith in . 
T h e n , a s  th e  sam e v ib ra tio n s  w ere  rep e a te d  a g a in  a n d  ag a in , th e  
d a w n  o f  m em ory , o u t o f  w h ich  g rew  th e  g e rm  o f d es ire . In  th e  
m e a n tim e , in d iv id u a lisa tio n  w as ta k in g  p lace , th e  g ro u p -so u l o r  m o n a d  
o f  th e  lo w er k in g d o m s  g ra d u a lly  su b d iv id in g  as ev o lu tio n  p ro ceed ed , 
a n d  g iv in g  rise  to  th e  v a rio u s  species an d  su b -sp ec ie s . T h e  n u m ­
b e r  o f  fo rm s  a n im a te d  by  each  m o n a d  th u s  b ecam e sm a lle r  a n d  
sm a lle r  u n ti l  a t la s t, w e a re  to ld , in d iv id u a lisa tio n  w as co m p le ted , a n d  
c e r ta in  m o n ad s  w ere  su ffic ien tly  d iffe ren tia te d  from  th e  re s t  o f  th e ir  
sp e c ie s  to  en so u l b u t  a s in g le  form . H e re  h u m a n  ev o lu tio n  b eg in s , 
w h e n  in to  th e se  a d v a n ce d  fo rm s th e  g e rm  o f  th e  life  o f  th e  F irs t  
L o g o s , th e  m ig h ty  L o rd  M ahadeva, w as im p lan te d , w h ich , m e rg in g  
w ith  t h e  m o n a d  th a t  h a d  r isen  th ro u g h  th e  low er k in g d o m s, th e  life  
o f t h e  L o rd  V ish n u , th e  S eco n d  L ogos, gave b ir th  to  th e  h u m a n  in  ­
d iv id u a l. T h is ,  th e  Jiv& tm a, w e w ill, fo r c o n v e n ie n ce  sak e , ca ll th e  
ego , re se rv in g  th e  te rm  S e lf  fo r th e  O ne R e a l i ty ; w e sh a ll th u s  avo id  
th e  co n fu s io n  w e so  o ften  find  in  W e ste rn  li te ra tu re , a r is in g  from  
th e  in d is c r im in a te  u se  o f  th e  te rm s  se lf  au d  m in d  to  d en o te  th e  eg o .

E v o lu tio n  s ti l l  co n tin u e d , b u t  from  th is  p o in t th e re  w as a  
c h a n g e . H ith e r to  th e  sen se  o f  se p a ra te n e ss  h a d  n o t b een  s tro n g  ; 
a n d  th e  conflic t in  th e  low er k in g d o m s  h a d  b een  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  
le ss  sev ere . N ow  th a t  in d iv id u a lisa tio n  h a d  b een  co m p le ted  th e  
s e n se  o f  se p a ra te n e ss  rap id ly  in c reased , an d  conflic t b ecam e far 
m o re  severe . T h e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  th e  M an asic  p r in c ip le  in te n s if ie d  
th e  se p a ra te n ess , d is t in c tly  m a rk in g  off ea ch  h u m a n  in d iv id u a l 
fro m  ev e ry  o th e r. F o r  w ith  its  d e v e lo p m e n t cam e also  th e  fo rm a­
tio n  o f  th e  cau sa l body , as th e  fine m a tte r  o f  th e  th ird  p la n e  w as 
d ra w n  a ro u n d  th e  te n d e r  seed  o f  th e  D iv in e  Self. A  p ro te c tiv e  sh e ll  
w as th u s  fo rm ed , w ith in  w h ich  th e  ego  w as ab le  to  g ro w  m o re  
ra p id ly . F o r  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  g a in e d  by  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  o u ts id e  
w o rld  w ere  now  s to re d  in  th e  causa l body , a n d  in s tea d  o f  c o n d u c in g  
to  t h e  g ro w th  o f  th e  g ro u p  so u l as a w hole, becam e th e  specia l a n d  
e x c lu s iv e  possessio n  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l. T h u s  w h ile  u n ity  is th e  
c h a ra c te r is tic  o f  th e  Self, se p a ra te n e ss  is th a t  o f  th e  ego. A n d  y e t 
th e  eg o , b e in g  th e  g e rm  o f th e  Self, im p la n te d  in  m a tte r  to  d eve lop  
co m p le te  se lf-co n sc io u sn ess , is b u t  te m p o ra r ily  se p a ra te d  from  its  
so u rce , a n d  m u s t u ltim a te ly  re -u n ite  w ith  it, w hen  all its  p o te n tia lit ie s  
hav e  b e e n  d ev e lo p ed  b y  ta s t in g  o f  th e  e x p e rien c es  o f  se p a ra te d  life. 
T h e re  is  a  p assag e  in  y o u r sac red  s c rip tu re s  w h ich  b e a u tifu lly  
d esc rib es  th is  d is t in c tio n  b e tw een  th e  S e lf  an d  th e  ego. T w o  b ird s  
are s i t t in g  on  a tree . O n e  s its  on  th e  to p m o st b ran c h , s ti ll a n d



s ile n t, w a tc h in g  th e  b ird  b en e a th . T h e  la t te r  is on th e  lo w er b ra n c h e s  
o f  th e  tree , a u d  h o p s lig h tly  from  tw ig  to  tw ig , now  up , now  d o w n , 
ta s t in g  o f  th e  fru it. S om e is sw eet, som e b it te r , 'a n d  it le a rn s  b y  e x ­
p e rie n c e  to  choose th e  sw eet a n d  re je c t th e  b itte r . A fte r  a  t im e  i t  
fin d s th a t  th a t  w h ich  g row s on th e  low est b ra n c h e s  is  less sw eet th a n  
th a t  on  th e  b ra n c h e s  above. So it  r ises  a  li t t le  h ig h e r  in  th e  tre e , b u t  
s ti ll c o n tin u e s  to  ta s te  a n d  choose th e  f ru it . L itt le  b y  lit tle , i t  r is e s  
h ig h e r  an d  h ig h e r, u n til  a t  le n g th  it c a tc h es  s ig h t  o f  th e  b ird  ab o v e . 
I t  is  b u t a  m o m e n ta ry  g lim p se , b u t  it n o te s  its  ra d ia n c e  a n d  b e a u ty , 
an d  now , ev e r  a n d  an o n , as it ta s te s  o f  th e  fru it, i t  p au ses  for a m o m e n t 
to  gaze up , s e e k in g  to  c a tc h  a n o th e r  g lim p se  o f its  c o m p an io n . B u t 
th e  la t te r  s till s its  q u ie t, s ile n t a n d  m o tio n le s s ; u n ti l  a t la s t, a s  th e  
lo w er b ird  r ise s  n ea re r , m ore  q u ic k ly  th a n  befo re  b ec au se  it  n o w  
lo n g s  to  rea ch  its  co m p an io n , th e  la t te r  is a ro u se d  from  its  s t i l ln e s s , 
an d  rep lies  to  th e  tw itte r in g  b e n e a th  b y  a  song , sw eet in  m e lo d y  
a n d  r ic h  in  h a rm o n y . N ow  th e  p ro g re ss  o f  th e  low er b ird  is h a s t ­
en ed , a n d  th o u g h  it s till lin g e rs , ta s t in g  o f  th e  fru it, an d  now  a n d  
th e n  even  h o p s dow n to  a  low er b ra n c h , y e t i t  r ise s  m o re  s te a d i ly  
th a n  befo re, a n d  ev e ry  tim e  it h o p s  to  a  h ig h e r  b ra n c h , th e  s o n g  
from  above sw ells o u t m ore  r ic h ly  an d  sw eetly . A t  la s t  its  d e s ire  
for th e  sw ee tn ess  o f  th e  fru its  is ov erco m e by  its  lo n g in g  to  re a c h  th e  
b ird  above, a n d  to  en joy  its  rad ia n ce  a n d  its  so n g . S o  i t  flie s 
s tra ig h t  to  th e  to p  o f th e  tre e , a n d  th e re , to  its  a s to n ish m e n t, f in d s  
th a t  i t  a n d  its  co m p an io n  a re  o n e . S e p a ra te n e ss  is tr a n s c e n d e d , 
th e  ego, th e  ta s te r  an d  en jo y e r o f  th e  fru its  o f  th is  tr a n s ie n t  e x i s t ­
ence, re -u n ite s  i ts e lf  w ith  th e  Self, th e  e te rn a l, s ile n t “ w itn e ss .”

T u rn  to  a n o th e r  sc rip tu re , an d  th e re  to o  w e sh a ll find  th e  te a c h ­
in g  th a t  se p a ra te n ess  is th e  n ec essa ry  co n d itio n  o f  m a n ife s ta tio n  
an d  o f  g ro w th . “ F ro m  th e  b e g in n in g  G od  w as a m y s te r io u s  es sen c e , 
tre a su re d  u p  in  one p lace . A fte rw a rd s  H e  w ish ed  to  b e  k n o w n  a n d  
h av e  H is  p o w er felt by  o th e rs  b es id es  H im se lf , So H e  c re a te d  th i s  
u n iv e rse . H e  th e n  c re a te d  m an  (h is  so u l o r sp ir it)  in  H is  ow n fo rm . 
H e  lik e d  h im , so  p re tty  a h d  good  h e  w as. H e  loved  h im , 
a n d  th e  m a n  loved  H im  in  re tu rn  a n d  p ra ise d  H im . H e  w o u ld  
n o t be  aw ay from  H im , a n d  w o u ld  n o t lik e  to  b e  confined  in  an  
e a r th ly  body , a co rp o rea l cage, b u t G od p ro m ised  to  be  v e ry  
k in d  to  h im . H e  k n ew  th a t  th e  v a lu e  o f  u n io n  co u ld  n o t b e  so  
w ell p e rce iv ed  as w h en  se p a ra tio n  in te rv en ed . S o H e  p u t  h im  in  th e  
m id s t o f  a m y ste rio u s  u n iv e rse , th a t  h e  m ig h t see  H is  w o rk s a n d  a d ­
m ire  th e m  au d  p ra ise  H im . H e  assu re d  h im  th a t  if  h e  loved  H im , 
H e  w o u ld  love h i m ;  if  h e  rem e m b ere d  H im , H e  w o u ld  re m e m b e r  
h im  ; if h e  lo o k ed  for H im , H e  w o u ld  b e  w ith  h im  ; i f  h e  p a t ie n t ly  
b o re  th e  tro u b le s  th a t  cam e u p o n  h im  for tr ia l, H e  w o u ld  p a tro n ise  
h im  ; a n d  u ltim a te ly  w h en  h e  h a d  becom e a p e rfec t b e in g , H e  w o u ld  
d raw  h im  b ac k  to  H im se lf .”*

* Translated from the Persian “ Ishkiyah” quoted on p. 89 of “ The Alchemy 
of Happiness,” by K. F. Mirza,



In  th e  C h ris tia n  S c r ip tu re s  w e find  a s im ila r  te a c h in g . H a v in g  
c re a te d  m a n  in  H is  ow n im age, G od  p la ce d  h im  in a b ea u tifu l g a r ­
d e n . A ll w as h a p p in e ss  a n d  peace , for m an  w as in n o c en t, so in n o ­
c e n t  th a t G o d  w alk ed  w ith  h im  in  th e  g a rd e n  in  th e  cool o f  th e  ev e n ­
in g . B ut i t  w as th e  in n o c en c e  o f  ig n o r a n c e ; m an  d id  no  w ro n g , s im ­
p ly  because  to  h im  th e re  was n o  w ro n g  ; h e  h ad  as y e t n o  k n o w ­
le d g e  to  d isc rim in a te  b e tw een  w h a t we ca ll r ig h t  an d  w ro n g . A ll h e  
k n e w  w as th a t  c e rta in  e x p e rien c es  b ro u g h t h im  p le asu re , w h ile  o th e rs  
b ro u g h t h im  p a in , a n d  so, g u id e d  b y  p u re ly  an im a l in s tin c ts , h e  
av o id ed  th e  p a in fu l a n d  so u g h t th e  p leasu rab le . H a d  th is  been  all, 
m a n  m ig h t h a v e  rem a in ed  til l  now  in  th a t  b e a u tifu l g a rd e n , as in ­
n o ce n t, b u t  a lso  as ig n o ra n t, a s  h e  th e n  w as. B u t th e  law s o f  n a tu re  
a re  less s im p le  th a n  ap p e a rs  on  th e  su rfa ce  a n d  th a t  w h ich  g ives 
p le a su re  is  n o t a lw ays r ig h t, n o r  is th a t  w h ich  g ives p a in  a lw ays 
w ro n g . S o  G od  to ld  h im  n o t to  do  a  c e r ta in  th in g , w h ich  on  th e  
su rface  lo o k e d  r ig h t,  fo r th e  d o in g  o f  it w ou ld  b r in g  p le a s u re ; a n d  
H e  to ld  h im  th a t  if  h e  d id  it, h e  w ould  d ie. B ut m an  cou ld  n o t 
u n d e rs ta n d  t h i s ; h e  h a d  d o n e  m a n y  s im ila r  th in g s , a n d  h ad  nol d i e d ; 
su re ly  G o d  m u st h av e  m ade  a  m is ta k e  ! So h e  tr ie d  for h im self, an d , 
so d o in g , d iso b ey ed  G od, an d , do  y ou  k now , I  th in k  G od  w as g lad  
h e  did  d iso b e y  ; fo r H e , in  H is  in fin ite  w isdom , saw  th a t  i t  w ou ld  n o t 
be g o o d  fo r m an  to  s ta y  for ev e r in  th a t  b ea u tifu l g a rd e n , to  live  
a lw ays free from  su ffe ring . H e  k n ew  m an  co u ld  o n ly  g row  w ise 
th ro u g h  ex p e rien c e , a n d  H e  d id  n o t c re a te  h im  th a t  h e  m ig h t be H is  
m e re  p la y th in g  ; H e  in te n d e d  h im  a t  la s t to  be  H is  co -w orker, H is  
co m p an io n , H is  belo v ed , th ro u g h  a ll ages. By th a t  ac t o f  d iso b e ­
d ie n c e , m an  firs t ta s te d  o f  th e  f ru it o f  th a t  tr e e  k n o w n  as th e  “ T re e  
o f th e  K n o w led g e  o f  G ood  a n d  E v i l ; ” a n d  th u s  h e  m u s t o f  n ec ess ity  
le av e  th e  g a rd e n  o f  in n o c e n t, ig n o ra n t  h a p p in ess , a n d  go  fo rth  in to  
th e  w o rld  o f  ex p e r ie n c e  an d  su ffe ring . F o r  o n ly  by  e x p e rie n c e  cou ld  
h e  le a rn  th e  law s th a t  g o v ern  h is  ev o lu tio n , o n ly  by  e x p e rie n c e  co u ld  
h e  le a rn  to  rec o g n ise  th e  c o n ta c ts  w h ich , th o u g h  im m ed ia te ly  p le a ­
su ra b le , y e t b r in g  u ltim a te  p a in  an d  a re  th e re fo re  w rong . W e h av e  
n o t ev e n  y e t c o m p le te ly  le a rn e d  th e se  le sso n s. S till  w e do  th in g s  
fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  th e  im m e d ia te  p le asu re , a n d  th is  even  th o u g h  o u r  
p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  h a s  sh o w n  u s th a t  th e se  v e ry  th in g s  w ill a f te rw a rd s  
c a u se  u s  p a i n ; s ti ll  w e choose w h a t w e k n o w  to  be  tra n s ito ry  a n d  
u n re a l ,  a n d  re je c t th e  p e rm a n e n t a n d  rea l. A n d  so  for u s  a lso  e x ­
p e r ie n c e  is  n ecessa ry  ; w e also  n ee d  to  live in  th e  w orld  o f  illu s io n , 
u n t i l  o u r  w isdom  is co m p le te . N o t y e t a re  w e re a d y  to  re tire  in to  
so li tu d e  an d  sp e n d  a ll o u r  tim e  in  m e d ita tin g  011 B rah m an  a n d  
s tr iv in g  to  a t ta in  u n io n  w ith  H im . T h e  u n d ev e lo p e d  c a n n o t u n ite  
w ith  th e  p e r f e c t ; i t  m u s t d eve lop  firs t, an d  th e n  a lo n e  can  u n io n  
ta k e  p lace . D ev e lo p m e n t com es o n ly  b y  e x p e r ie n c e  a n d  th u s  th e  
f irs t re q u is i te  for sp ir itu a l p ro g re ss  is  v a r ie ty  o f  ex p e rien c e . L e t 
a ll o f  u s  w ho  a re  a t tim es  te m p te d  to  w ith d raw  from  ac tiv e  life r e ­
m e m b e r  th is , a n d  be  c o n te n t th a t  th is  ro u n d  o f  S am sa ra  is o u rs



because  through it alone can  w e g ro w  a n d  reach  th e  en d  w e k av e  i n  
view.

Do n o t y o u r ow n S c r ip tu re s  in  effect te a c h  th is  ? N o t t il l  h i s  
fu ll d u ty  in  th e  w orld  h a d  b een  d isc h a rg ed , n o t t i l l  h e  h a d  a l re a d y  
ta s te d  to  th e  fu ll, o f  th e  ex p e rien c es  it affords, w as th e  B ra h m a n a  
p e rm itte d  to  w ith d raw  to  th e  fo re s t a n d  live  th e re  in  s o li tu d e ,  
d ev o ted  to  re lig io u s  p rac tice s . B u t w e sh a ll re c u r  to  th is  p o in t  
la te r  on ; for th e  p re se n t it  w ill suffice to  lay  s tre s s  o n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  
o f  v a r ie ty  o f  ex p e r ie n c e  u n til  w e rea ch  th e  la s t s ta g e  in  o u r  p ro g re s s .

H e re  w e m ay  d ig re ss  for a  m o m en t to  n o te  one im p o r ta n t  
p r in c ip le  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th is  g a in in g  o f  e x p e r ie n c e ; a p r in c ip le  
w ell-k n o w n  to  u s  all, w h ich  w e sh a ll n e e d  to  re fe r  to  la te r  o n .  
J u s t  as good  a n d  evil a re  re la tiv e  te rm s , so  a lso  a re  p le a su re  a n d  
pa in . A ll th a t  te n d s  to  p ro g re ss  is good  ; th a t  w h ich  h in d e rs  i t  is  
e v i l ; h e n c e  it  is se lf-e v id en t th a t  w h a t is  go o d  a t  an  e a r ly  s ta g e  m  
o u r  ev o lu tio n  w ou ld  b eco m e ev il to  u s  a t  a la te r  s ta g e . A n a ly s in g  
p le a su re  a n d  p a in , i t  seem s to  m e  th a t  th e  v ib ra tio n s  w h ich  a r e  in  
h a rm o n y  w ith  th o se  to  w h ich  th e  eg o  h a s  a lre a d y  d ev e lo p ed  th e  
po w er to  re sp o n d , p ro d u c e  p le a s u re ; w h ile  th o se  th a t  a re  in h a rm o n io u s  
w ith  th e m  p ro d u c e  pa in .

P lea su re  an d  p a in  h av e  also  b een  defined  as th e  fe e lin g s  o f  
ex p a n s io n  an d  c o n tra c tio n  o f  th e  Self, resp ec tiv e ly .*

W h ic h e v e r  o f  th e se  d e fin itio n s  is th e  co rre c t one, th e  sam e fa c t 
w ill rem a in  tru e , th a t  w h a t is p a in fu l a t  a n  ea rly  s ta g e  o f  p ro g re s s  
becom es p le a su ra b le  la te r  on  ; w h ile  co n v e rse ly , as w e g row , w e  
cease  to  ta k e  p le a su re  in  th e  th in g s  w e lik e d  befo re, an d  in  m a n y  
cases th e y  b ecom e a p o s itiv e  p a in  to  us. T h is  p r in c ip le  w e s h o u ld  
do  w ell to  b ea r  in  m in d  w h en e v e r w e a re  te m p te d  to  c o n d e m n  o r  
even  to  c r it ic ise  th e  a c tio n s  o f  o th e rs .

T o  re tu rn , w e find  th a t  e x p e r ie n c e  cau  be  g a in ed  b y  th e  eg o  
o n ly  by  m e an s  o f  its  sh e a th s , fo r i t  is th ro u g h  th e m  th a t  i t  is  a  W e 
to  com e in  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  o u te r  w o rld , a n d  th u s  be  su b je c te d  to  
new  v ib ra tio n s . A t p re se n t th e  m a jo r ity  o f  u s  a re  u s in g  o n ly  fo u r  
sh e a th s , th e  A n n a m a y a k o sh a  o r  d e n se  b o d y ; th e  Pr& nam & yakosha 
o r e th e r ic  d o u b le  ; th e  M a n o m ay a k o sh a , in c lu d in g  b o th  th e  a s tr a l  
an d  m e n ta l b o d ie s ; an d  th e  V ij n a n a m a y a k o sh a  o r cau sa l b o d y . 
T h e  A n a n d a m a y a k o sh a , o r  B u d d h ic  body , h a s  h a rd ly  b e g u n  to  
d ev e lo p  y e t in  m ost o f  us.

N ow  th e  u se  o f  th e  sh e a th s  is tw ofo ld , firs t a s  th e  instru­
ment o f  tlie  ego , seco n d  as its  protecting shell. A s  its  in s t r u ­
m e n t th e y  tra n s m it  to  it fro m  th e  v e ry  e a r lie s t  s ta g e s , th e  
v ib ra tio n s  s t r ik in g  on  th e m  from  w ith o u t, b y  w h ich  i ts  ow n p o w e r 
o f  v ib ra tio n  is  a ro u se d  ; a n d  a t  a  la te r  s ta g e  th e y  a lso  se rv e  a s  th e  
m ean s  b y  w h ich  th e  v ib ra tio n s  it in it ia te s  m ay  p ass  o u t  fro m  i t  to  
th e  o u te r  w o rld , th u s  g iv in g  ex p re ss io n  to  th e  p ow ers o r  fu n c tio n s  
o f th e  ego . T h e se , as a t  p re se n t dev e lo p ed , m ay  b e  ro u g h ly , d a s s i -

*  S e e  “  S c i e n c e  o f  t h e  E m o t i o n s . ”  B h a g a v A n  D A s ,  p p .  12 1 , 12 2 .



fied in to  C o g n itio n  (w h ich  include;? S en sa tio n  an d  P erce p tio n ), 
D esire  (w h ic h  in c lu d es  E m o tio n ), a n d  V o litio n  (w h ich  in c lu d e s  
ac tio n ). T h e  d o u b le  p ro cess  re fe rre d  to  is c lea rly  seen  h ere . 
F o r  th e  v ib ra tio n s  c o m in g  from  w ith o u t a re  rece iv ed  b y  th e  
p h y sica l s h e a th , a n d  tra n s m itte d  th ro u g h  th e  e th e r ic  a n d  a s tra l 
to  th e  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  ego . a ro u s in g  in  it firs t w h a t w e 
ca ll p e rc e p tio n , a n d  th e n  th e  h ig h e r  m e n ta l fu n c tio n  k n ow n  
a s  co g n itio n . S o  fa r th e  p ro cess  is in w ard , from  w ith o u t. 
B u t, as w e h av e  seen  befo re, th e  m em o ry  o f  p as t se n sa tio n s  g iv es  
r ise  to  d e s i r e ; th is  is th e  firs t effort o f  th e  eg o  to  go o u tw ard s , to  
seek  th e  re p e titio n  o f  th e  v ib ra tio n  it h a s  fo u n d  p le asu rab le . A t 
f irs t it se ek s  it  by  try in g  to  com e in  c o n ta c t a g a in  w ith  th e  o u te r  
o b jec t th a t  h a s  g iven  r ise  to  th e  v ib ra tio n s , an d  it is o n ly  a t  a la te r  
s ta g e  th a t  it  becom es ab le  to  rep ro d u c e  th e m  w ith in  i ts e lf  by  e x e r­
c is in g  th e  fac u lty  o f  im a g in a tio n . T h e n  a lo n e  is it  b e g in n in g  to  
initiate th e  v ib ra tio n s . B u t in  w h a te v e r  w ay  d e s ire  is ex p re ssed , it 
g ives r is e  to  v o litio n , w h ich , if  c o n tin u e d , m u s t u ltim a te ly  c u lm in a te  
in  a c tio n , th u s  c o m p le tin g  th e  o u tg o in g  e n e rg y  o f  th e  ego. T h e se  
c o n s id e ra tio n s  a t on ce  su g g e s t th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  w ill, a n d  e sp e ­
cia lly  o f  i ts  freedom . U p  to  th is  p o in t w e m ay  tru ly  say  th a t  th e  
w ill p ro p e r  h a s  p ra c tic a lly  no  e x is te n c e ; m an  is g u id e d  b y  d e s ire  
a lone. B u t w h en  th e  rea so n  b eg in s  to  ac t, a n d  th e  eg o  c o n tro ls  
d es ire  b y  its  co n sc io u sn ess  o f  r ig h t an d  w ro n g , th e n  th e  g e rm  o f  th e  
w ill b e g in s  to  g row . By d eg re es  th e  ego  le a rn s  to  re sp o n d  o n ly  to  
th e  f in e r  v ib ra tio n s , th e  lo w er a n d  co a rse r  d e s ire s  lo se  th e ir  h o ld  on  
it, p u r e r  d es ire s  ta k e  th e ir  p lace , an d  th e  eg o  b e g in s  to  a sp ire  
to w ard s  th e  Self, in s te a d  o f  s im p ly  se e k in g  its  ow n g ra tif ic a tio n . 
T h e n  i t  seem s th a t  im p u lse s  b eg in  to  be s e n t d ire c t from  th e  S e lf  to  
th e  e g o  ; th e se  fru c tify  th e  g e rm  o f  th e  w ill, an d  w h a t m ay  tru ly  be  
ca lled  th e  free-w ill deve lops. In  o th e r  w ords, th e  w ill o f  th e  S e lf  
b eg in s  to  g u id e  th e  life, in s te a d  o f  th e  w ill o f  th e  e g o ; conflic t a c ­
c o m p an ie s  th is  a t  firs t, b u t  a f te r  a  t im e  th e  ego  le a rn s  th a t  it  a n d  
th e  S e lf  a re  rea lly  o n e ; i t  th e n  id en tifie s  i ts  w ill w ith  th a t  o f  th e  
Self, co n flic t ceases, an d  co m p le te  free-w ill is  a t ta in e d  w h en  th e  ego  
an d  th e  S e lf  r e u n i t e ; a  free-w ill th a t  m ay  h en c e fo r th  be u sed  in  
h e lp in g  o th e rs , in  h e lp in g  to  g u id e  th e  ev o lu tio n  o f  a fu tu re  
h u m a n ity , o r  in  an y  o f  th e  g lo rio u s  p o ss ib ilitie s  o f  w ork  th a t  
op en  o u t befo re  th e  p e rfec ted  m an . D ev e lo p m en t a n d  p u r if i­
ca tio n  o f  all th e  sh e a th s  th e n  is n e c e s s a ry ; d ev e lo p m e n t so 
th a t  th e y  m ay  b e  rea d ily  re sp o n siv e  to  a ll v ib ra tio n s , n o t o n ly  to  im ­
p u lse s  from  w ith o u t, b u t  also  to  th o se  from  th e  reason first, an d  a f te r­
w ards from  th e  S e l f ; p u rifica tio n , so  th a t  th e y  m ay  re je c t a ll th e  
v ib ra tio n s  th a t  th e  E g o  h a s  d o n e  w ith , an d  re sp o n d  o n ly  to  th e  fin e r 
and  s u b tle r  v ib ra tio n s  w h ich  a lo n e  th e  ego  g ives o u t as it  d raw s 
nearer»and  n e a re r  to  th e  Self. T h is  c o n s titu te s  th e  second  co n d itio n  
of p ro g re ss .

T h e  o th e r  u se  o f  th e  sh e a th s  is  a s  a  p ro te c tin g  sh e ll to  th e  ego ,



T h is  w ill ap p ly  o n ly  to  th e  fou r low er sh e a th s , an d  no t to  th e  A u a n d a -  
m S yakosha. F o r  on th e  B u d d h ic  p la n e  se p a ra te n ess  is tr a n sc e n d e d . 
W e hav e  seen , how ever, th a t  befo re  u n ity  can  b e  a tta in e d , th e r e  
m u s t be  co m p le te  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  th e  ego , a n d  to  en a b le  it to  g ro w , 
it  m u s t be  se p a ra te d  from  all o th e r  egos, so th a t  i t  m ay  re ta in  e n t i r e ­
ly  w ith in  its e lf  a ll th e  re su lts  o f  its  ow n e x p e rien c es . H e n c e  t h e  
sh e a th  w h ich , above all o th e rs , is sep ara tiv e , is th e  V ig n an am S y a- 
k o sh a , o r cau sa l body , fo r it  p e rs is ts  from  in c a rn a tio n  to  in c a rn a tio n , 
se rv in g  as th e  s to reh o u se  for th e  e x p e rien c es  o f  th e  ego. In d iv id ­
u a lity  b eg in s  w hen  th e  cau sa l body  is fo rm ed , a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  
h u m a n  ev o lu tio n  ; th e  tim e  w ill com e w hen  th e  cau sa l bod y  is  n o  
m o re  n eed ed  an d  th e  ego , s tro n g  a n d  p erfec t, is  read y  to  tr a n s c e n d  
sep ara ten ess , an d  b e  o n e  w ith  a ll b e in g . B u t i t  m u s t firs t b e  s tro n g , 
e lse  it w ill n o t be  ab le  to  c o n tr ib u te  a n y th in g  to  th e  su m  to ta l  o f  th e  
lives w ith  w h ich  it becom es one. H e n c e  d u r in g  th e  firs t h a l f  o f  
h u m a n  ev o lu tio n , se p a ra te n e ss  is th e  la w ; it is o n ly  d u r in g  th e  la t te r  
h a lf  th a t  th e  effort is m ade to w ard s  u n ity . L e t m e  quo te , as nearly" 
as I  can  from  m em ory , an  il lu s tra tio n  th a t  w as o n ce  g iv en  to  m e in  
co n n ec tio n  w ith  th is  p o in t. A  v eg e ta b le  cell as you  a ll know , c o n s is ts  
o f  a m ass o f p ro to p la sm  c o n ta in in g  a  n u c leu s , w h ich  is th e  c e n tre  o f  
its  life, th e  w ho le  b e in g  su r ro u n d e d  by  an  en c lo s in g  sp h e re -w a ll o f  
d e n se r  m a tte r, ca lled  th e  cell-w all. T h e  n u c le u s  g row s a n d  d ev e lo p s  
w ith in  th e  ce ll-w all, an d  th e re  a re  som e ce lls  o f  w h ich  th e  w all b re a k s  
aw ay as soon  as th e  n u c leu s  is su ffic ien tly  d eve loped  for th e  m ass o f  
p ro to p la sm  s till to  ho ld  to g e th e r  a n d  c o n tin u e  to  ex is t as an  in d e p e n d ­
e n t c e n tre  o f  life. T h e  causa l b x ly  is lik e  th e  ce ll-w all, th e  
n u c leu s  co rre sp o n d s  to  th e  e g o ; a n d  s im ila rly , w h en  th e  ego  is suffi­
c ien tly  evo lved , th e  cau sa l b o d y  m ay  b re a k  aw ay. B u t ju s t  as th e  
cell w ou ld  b e  u n ab le  to  d eve lop  if  th e  w all b ro k e  aw ay  to o  soon , so  
th e  ego  co u ld  n o t g row  s tro n g  if  th e  cau sa l b o d y  w ere  d is in te g ra te d  
too  soon. So th a t  th e  u se  o f  se p a ra te n e ss  is to  re n d e r  g ro w th  
possib le , a n d  w e can  th e re fo re  rec o g n ise  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  b u ild in g  
u p  a  s tro n g  p ro te c tiv e  sh e a th . T h is  is d o n e  p a r t ly  b y  tr a in in g  th e  
in te lle c t, p a r tly  by  d ev e lo p in g  firm n ess  a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  in  a ll d e ­
p a r tm e n ts  o f  life. A t th e  sam e tim e  b a lan c e  is re q u ire d , e lse  th e r e  
w ill be  th e  te n d e n c y  to  c a rry  th e  se p a ra te n e ss  b e y o n d  th e  s ta g e  to  
w h ich  it  p ro p e rly  b e lo n g s. T h u s  th e  em o tio n s  m u s t be  c u ltiv a te d  
as w ell as th e  in te lle c t, fo r th e y  fo rm , as it w ere , th e  fo u n d a tio n  fo r 
sp ir itu a lity , w h ich  h a s  as o n e  o f  its  c h a ra c te r is tic s  th e  re a lisa tio n  o f  
u n ity . A  carefu l s tu d y  o f  th e  e m o tio n s  show s u s th is , fo r th o se  w e 
rec o g n ise  as th e  p u re s t  a n d  b e s t all a im  a t  an  in c re a se  o f h a rm o n y  
an d  u n ity  a m o n g s t v a rio u s  egos. T h is , how ever, is b u t th e  f irs t 
s te p  to w ard s th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  s p i r i tu a l i ty ; th e  la te r  s te p s  a re  
ta k e n  w h en  th e  ego  rises  above a ll th e  lim ita tio n s  o f  th e  fo u r lo w er 
sh e a th s . I t s  e n e rg ie s  w ill th e n  all b e  tra n sm u te d  from  se p a ra tiv e  
in to  u n ify in g  forces, for it w ill rea lise  th e  o n en ess  o f  all th a t  lives. 
T h u s  a lo n g  w ith  th is  m u s t com e a re a lisa tio n  o f  th e  im p e rm a n e n c e  
an d  u n re a lity  o f  th e  N o t-S e lf, an  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e



O ne R e a lity , th e  Self. S o  th e  th ird  co n d itio n  o f  p ro g re ss  is th e  p re ­
p ara tio n  fo r u n ity  b y  th e  cu ltiv a tio n  o f  su c h  o f  th e  em o tio n s  as te n d  
to  un ify , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  th e  p o w er o f  d isc rim i-  
n a tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  rea l a n d  th e  u n re a l, th e  e te rn a l a n d  th e  t r a n s i­
to ry .

B e a rin g  in  m in d  th e se  th re e  fu n d am e n ta l co n d itio n s  o f  p ro g re ss , 
w e sha ll b e  ab le  on  th e  tw o  fo llow ing  m o rn in g s  to  c o n s id e r  in  d e ta il 
som e o f  th e  m o st se rio u s  obstac les  in  o u r  w ay, an d  a lso  th e  q u a litie s  
we m ost re q u ire  to  develop ,

L i u a n  E d g e r .

THEOSOPHY AND SOCIALISM.

(<Concluded from  p . 210.)

NO W  h e re  w e h av e  p re se n te d  to  u s  (see  N o v em b e r issu e—a d ­
m in is tra tio n  o f  L y c u rg u s)  a  form  o f  ru le  w h ich  u n d o u b te d ly  

c o n s titu te s  good  g o v e rn m e n t th o u g h  n o t g o v e rn m e n t in  p e rfec tio n  
as w e h av e  seen  i t  in  th e  o th e r  in s ta n c e s  I  h av e  g iv en  ; s till i t  is in  
many respects far b e t te r  th a n  a n y  form  o f  g o v e rn m e n t w e h av e  a t  th e  
p re se n t tim e . W e ll th e n , I  h av e  la id  dow n th e  p ro p o s itio n  th a t  o n ly  
by g o o d  g o v e rn m e n t can  w e secu re  h a p p in e ss  an d  c o n te n tm e n t a m o n g  
the  p eo p le . W as th is  th e n  th e  co n d itio n  o f  th e  p eo p le  o f  S p a r ta  
d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  o f  w h ich  I  h av e  b een  s p e a k in g  ? U n d o u b te d ly  it  
was. M a k in g  th a t  ad m iss io n  som e m ay  th in k  th a t  I  am  g iv in g  aw ay  
m y case , an d  th a t  th e re b y  th e  so c ia lis t sco res, b ec au se  S p a r ta  w as 
not o n ly  u n d e r  d em o cra tic  ru le , b u t th e  sch em e o f  th e  so c ia lis ts  w as 
ac tu a lly  p u t  in to  o p e ra tio n ; a n d  in d e e d  I  w ill go  fu r th e r  in  m y  a d ­
m ission  ( to  b e  fa ir  a n d  tru th fu l I  m u s t do  so) in  f ra n k ly  a c k n o w le d g ­
ing  t h a t  th e  so c ia lis tic  id ea l w as la rg e ly  rea lized  in  a  v e ry  p ra c tic a l 
way ; b u t  h e re  is th e  p o in t th a t  c a n n o t be  ig n o re d  : th is  id ea l s ta te  
of th e  so c ia lis t w as a t ta in e d , a n d  b y  its  a t ta in m e n t h a p p in e ss  a n d  
c o n te n tm e n t w ere  th e  b le ss in g s  it b ro u g h t, b u t  i t  s to p p e d  p ro g re ss  ; 
and  th o u g h  I  m ay  seem  b y  th is  to  be  s a y in g  in  o th e r  w o rd s th a t  g o o d  
g o v e rn m e n t, a s su rin g  w o rld ly  h ap p in ess , is  in im ica l to  p ro g re ss , 
the fa c t rem a in s  n ev e rth e le ss . W h a te v e r  m ay  lie  befo re  u s  in  th e  
fu tu re  i t  is  im p o ssib le  to  say , b u t  i t  is  I  th in k  u n q u e s tio n a b le  th a t  
for h u m a n ity , a s  a t  p re se n t c o n s titu te d , to  m a k e  p ro g re ss , th a t  p ro ­
gress c a n  o n ly  b e  ach iev ed  by  v ir tu e  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  of, i f  n o t  b ad , 
at a n y  r a te  in h a rm o n io u s  co n d itio n s— in  fact it is th e  p ro g re ss  th a t  
m an is  m a k in g  in d iv id u a lly , th a t  b r in g s  ab o u t th e  d ish a rm o n y .

L e t  u s  k e e p  to  th e  ex a m p le  I  h av e  p u t befo re  you. L y c u rg u s , to  
gain b is  d es ire d  e n d , saw  th a t  w h a t w as a t th e  ro o t o f  th e  ev ils  o f  th e  
sta te  w as  th e  u n eq u a l d is tr ib u tio n  o f  i ts  n a tu ra l w e a l th : b y  eq u a b ly  
d is tr ib u tin g  th is  h e  gav e  to  all. S ee in g  th a t  c o rru p tio n  a n d  im m o ra l­
ity w e re  th e  re s u lt  o f  a rtific ia l w ea lth , h e  in  a v e ry  su m m a ry  w ay  
en tire ly  a b o lish e d  i t  b y  p u t t in g  a  s to p  to  t b e  c u rre n c y  o f  th e  g o ld
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a n d  s ilv e r  co in , re p la c in g  it  w ith  iro n  m o n ey  w h ich  co u ld  n o t v e ry  
w ell b e  a c cu m u la ted , a n d  w h ich  w as o f  no  v a lu e  o u ts id e  h is  ow n 
c o u n try . W h a t w as th e  im m ed ia te  re su lt ? A p p a re n tly  th e  e ra d ica ­
t io n  o f  m u c h  v ice  from  a m o n g  th e  peop le , a n d  its  a t te n d a n t co m ­
p an io n , l u x u r y ; b u t  h e  a t th e  sam e tim e  k ille d  a ll co m m erce  a n d  all 
a r t, a n d  e v e ry th in g  in  th e  sh ap e  o f  i n d u s t r y ; sh ip s  from  n e ig h b o u r­
in g  c o u n tr ie s  a t  o n ce  ceased  ca llin g  th e re , fo r th e re  w as n o  im p o r ta ­
t io n  o f  m e rc h a n d ise  o r  e x c h a n g e  o f  co m m o d ities  ; fo re ig n e rs  even  
w ere  sh u t o u t from  in te rc o u rse  w ith  th e  peop le , o r  th e y  w ere  o n ly  
p e rm itte d  th e re  u n d e r  c e r ta in  r ig id  re s tr ic tio n s  so th a t  th e re  w as 
a b so lu te ly  n o  scope for m e n ta l o r  in te lle c tu a l d ev e lo p m e n t afforded  
th e  p eop le , a n d  th e y  v ir tu a lly  h a d  n o  n e e d  o f  e i th e r  a r ts  o r  sc ien ces, 
a n d  th e  o n ly  o u tle t th e y  h a d  fo r th e i r  en e rg ie s  w as o f  a  p u re ly  
p h y s ic a l a n d  m o ra l n a tu re  ; becau se  w e h av e  now  le a rn e d  th a t  i t  is  
th e  c o m p e titio n  b e tw e en  d iffe ren t s ta te s  in  th e  w ay  o f  co m m erce  a n d  
in d u s tr ia l e n te rp r is e  th a t  im p ro v es th e  n a tio n a l c h a ra c te r  in te lle c ­
tu a lly  co n s id ered , as w ell as th e  social s ta tu s  o f  th e  p e o p le ; ju s t  
a s  th e  s p ir i t  o f  r iv a lry  e x h ib ite d  b e tw een  p r iv a te  com m erc ia l f irm s 
(m a n u fa c tu re s )  is re sp o n s ib le  for th e  in c re ase d  sk il l an d  e x p e r tn e s s  
o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  a r tis a n s  ; a n d  it  is th e  g ro w th  o f  ca re fu lly  fo s te re d  
in d u s tr ie s , e s ta b lish e d  b y  th e  above  m e n tio n e d  co m p etitio n , th a t  
b r in g s  w ith  i t  th e  n ec ess ity  fo r te c h n ic a l schoo ls, a n d  to r  th e  b e t te r  
e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  p eo p le  g e n e ra lly  so th a t  th e y  can  b e  m o re  h ig h ly  
e q u ip p ed , n o t  to  ru n  aw ay  from  th e ir  c o m p e tito rs , as L y c u rg u s  a l­
low ed , b u t  to  m e e t th e m  on  level te rm s.

U n d e r  th e se  c o n d itio n s  p eo p le  g ro w  s tro n g e r , se lf-re lian t, a n d  
a lb e it th e y  m a y  n o t be  so  m o ra l as th e  S p a r ta n s  cam e to  be  (w h ich  
in  th e ir  p a r t ic u la r  e n v iro n m e n t p e rh a p s  w as n o t so  m u c h  to  b o a s t 
ab o u t), m o ra l im p ro v e m en t m u s t com e in  tim e . F irs t  o f  all th e y  m u s t 
b e  m en  w h o  a re  fit to  w alk  th e  w o rld  as B rito n s  a re  to -day , w ho  can  
h o ld  th e i r  ow n  n o  m a tte r  u n d e r  w h a t c o n d itio n s  th e y  m ay  b e  
p la ce d  o r  in  w h a t fo re ign  co u n try . T h e  S p a rtan s , on  th e  c o n tra ry , 
th o u g h  th e y  w e re  d isc ip lin ed  to  e n d u re  a ll th e  p h y s ic a l s tre s s  th a t  
c o u ld  b e  p la c e d  u p o n  th e m , w ere  all th e  w h ile  re a re d  lik e  a  lo t o f  
h o t-h o u se  p la n ts , an d  th e ir  m u c h  b o a s te d  v ir tu e  tu rn e d  o u t a t  la s t  
to  b e  o n ly  m o ra lity  o f  a  p u re ly  n eg a tiv e  d esc r ip tio n , fo r w h a t d o es  
th e  h is to ria n  te ll u s  ? W h y  th is  : th a t  “ w h en  th e  L ac ed e m o n ia n s , 
in s te a d  o f  k e e p in g  to  th e ir  la w -g iv e r’s in ju n c tio n , o n ly  to  d efe n d  t h e i r  
ow n c o u n try  a n d  to  m a k e  n o  co n q u ests , c a rrie d  th e ir  v ic to rio u s  a rm s  
o v e r a ll G re ec e  in to  A sia  itse lf, th e n  fo re ign  g o ld  a n d  fo re ign  m a n ­
n e rs  cam e in to  S p a r ta , c o r ru p te d  th e  s im p lic ity  o f  i ts  in s t itu tio n s , 
a n d  a t  la s t o v e r tu rn e d  th a t  re p u b lic .” So lo n g  th e re fo re  as  th e  h o t ­
h o u se  a r ra n g e m e n t la s ted , so  lo n g  d id  th e  h o t-h o u se  p la n ts  su rv iv e  
a n d  flou rish , b u t  th e  v e ry  firs t frig id  b la s t th a t  cam e a lo n g , to  th e  
fu ll fo rce o f  w h ich  th e y  w ere  ex p o sed , i t  n o t m e re ly  w ith e re d  b u t  
a c tu a lly  d e s tro y e d  th e m .

Lycurgus actet} on the socialistic theory that practically a



m an’s so u l is n o t h is  ow n, b u t b e lo n g s  to  h is  c o u n try  to  do  w ith  i t  
as th e  c o u n try ’s ru le rs , w h o ev e r th e y  m a y  h a p p e n  to  be, th in k  f i t ; 
an d  th e re fo re  i f  th o se  ru le rs  c o n s id e red  th a t  a  sou l b o rn  in  th a t  
co u n try  w o u ld  becom e, fo r c e rta in  reasons, an  u n d e s ira b le  m e m b e r 
of th e  s ta te , th e y  to o k  th e  life  o f  i ts  body . Y ou  w ill rem e m b er, in  
m y la s t p a p e r  on  th is  su b je c t I  d ec la re d  th a t  so c ia lis ts  in  th e ir  
new  soc ia l s ta te  w o u ld  h av e  to  cope w ith  th e  p o p u la tio n  q u es tio n , 
an d  co u ld  n o t  sh irk  it, a s  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  m o d e m  so c ia lis ts  seem  to  
desire  to  do. T h a t  q u e s tio n  m u s t ev e r  s ta re  th e m  in  th e  face lik e  a  
s p e c tr e ; i t  d id  in  L y c u rg u s ’case, a n d  h e  m e t it, how  ? B y in f a n t ic id e ! 
F o r th e  sa k e  o f  a s s u r in g  h a p p in e ss  a n d  c o n te n tm e n t a m o n g  h is  
people h e  d ev ised  a  sch em e o f  d e lib e ra te  m u rd e r . R e g a rd in g  e v e ry ­
th in g  fro m  th e  p h y s ic a l s ta n d p o in t (as I  c la im  so c ia lis ts  do  a n d  
w h ich  T h e o so p h y  p ro te s ts  a g a in s t) , L y c u rg u s  saw  ab so lu te ly  n o  u se  
for th e  e x is te n c e  o f  c h ild re n  w h ich  rev ea led  in  th e ir  in fa n c y  
p h y sica l w eak n ess . T h e o so p h y  w ith  its  te a c h in g s  o f  k a rm a  a n d  
re in c a rn a tio n  a n d  successive  re -b ir th s  011 e a r th , th ro w s  su c h  a  flood 
of l ig h t  in  e x p la in in g  th e  rea so n  a n d  th e  n ec ess ity  fo r so u ls  in c a rn a ­
tin g  in  im p e rfe c t o r  w eak  p h y s ic a l fo rm s, th a t  no  th e o so p h is t c o u ld  
po ss ib ly  c o n te m p la te  w ith  e q u a n im ity  th a t  f rig h tfu l sc h em e  w e a re  
now  c o n s id e r in g , w h ich  w as p u t in to  o p e ra tio n  re sp e c tin g  th e  
p h y s ic a lly  w ea k e r m e m b ers  o f  h u m a n ity .

I t  is  a lso  r ig h t  to  h e re  d raw  a t te n t io n  to  th e  p o s itio n  o f  th e  
fam ily  in  S p a rta . In  th is  re sp e c t L y c u rg u s  ac te d  l ik e  a tru e  so c ia lis t, 
for, a s  I h av e  p re v io u s ly  show n , th e  so c ia lis t d e m a n d s  th a t  th e  ch ild  
sh o u ld  b e  th e  c h ild  o f  th e  s ta te , an d  in  S p a r ta  th e  c h ild re n  a s  th e y  
g rew  w e re  ta k e n  from  th e  p a re n ts  a n d  e d u c a te d  n o t in  th e  w ay  th e  
p a re n ts  th o u g h t  fit a n d  u n d e r  th e ir  ow n sp e c ia l c o n tro l, b u t  in  th e  
w ay  th a t  th e  s ta te  h a d  d e c re e d  th a t  th e y  sh o u ld  b e  ta u g h t  a n d  e d u ­
ca te d  ; c o n se q u e n tly  th e  fam ily  life o f  S p a r ta  w as p ra c tic a lly  n il, 
th e  o n ly  fu n c tio n  o f  p a re n ts  th e n  becom e th a t  o f  c h ild -b e g e tte rs ,  
and  a ll th e  h o ly  a n d  n o b le r  fee lin g s e n g e n d e re d  b y  th e  p re se n c e  o f  
c h ild re n  in  a  h o m e  w ere  u n k n o w n  in  th e  S p a r ta n ’s life.

O n e  m a y  be  in c lin e d  to  w o n d e r  h o w  it  w as th a t  S p a r ta  m a in ­
ta in e d  h e r  su p re m a c y  an d  h e r  id e n ti ty  fo r so lo n g  as  sh e  d id , i f  th e  
m e th o d s  o f  g o v e rn m e n t, in  th e  re sp e c ts  I  h av e  b ee n  c rit ic is in g , 
w ere so  w ro n g . O f co u rse  I  h av e  o n ly  b ee n  d e a lin g  w ith  som e o f  
th e  m e th o d s— th o se  th a t  a re  so c ia lis tic  in  th e ir  effect. T h e re  w ere  also  
law s p u t  in to  o p e ra tio n  b y  L y c u rg u s  w h ich  w ere  e s se n tia lly  in d iv id ­
u a lis tic , a n d  th o se  w ere  w h a t p ro v ed  so  benefic ia l, a n d  c o n tr ib u te d  to  
th e  p ro lo n g e d  p ro sp e r ity  o f  S p a rta . I n  th e  firs t p lace , th e  S e n a te , 
w h ich  h a d  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  law s, w as com posed  o n ly  o f  th o se  
w ho w ere  o f  m a tu re  y ea rs , an d  w ho  w ere  c o n s id e red  th e  w ise s t a n d  
b es t m e n  in  th e  s ta te , b y  v ir tu e  o f  th e ir  d eed s a n d  th e  g o o d n ess  o f  
th e ir  liv es . E v e ry  S p a r ta n , from  th e  tim e  h e  co u ld  s ta n d  on  h is  le g s  
u n til a f te r  h e  h a d  re a c h e d  m a n h o o d , h a d  to  p ass  th ro u g h  a  th o ro u g h  
d isc ip lin a ry  sy stem , w h ic h  p ro d u c e d  iu  h im  u o t o n ly  t r u e  o b ed ien c e



b u t re sp e c t fo r h is  e ld e rs  a n d  rev e re n ce  o f  G od , fo r L y c u rg u s  d id  n o t  
n e g le c t G o d ; an d  w h a t 110 d o u b t m u s t also  h av e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  
S p a r ta n ’s g re a tn e ss  w as h is  ab s te m io u sn e ss  a n d  h is  re g u la r  liv in g , 
so co n d u c iv e  to  h e a lth  an d  th e  p u r ity  o f  p h y sica l life.

T h e re fo re , w h ile  we see a  g re a t d ea l o f  w isdom  in  th e  S p a r ta n  
law s, th e re  w ere  a lso  a g re a t m an y  th e  rev e rse  o f  w ise, an d  p la in ly  i t  
w as th o se  th a t  w ere  d evo id  o f  th is  e le m e n t o f  w isdom  th a t  p ro v e d  
S p a r ta ’s w eak n ess . T h e re  a re  h u m a n  law s w h ich  n ec essa rily  c a n n o t 
be  p e rm a n e n t a n d  i t  w as to  su c h  law s th a t  I  re fe rre d  in  m y  la s t  
p a p e r  w h en  I  sa id  “ th a t  n a tu re ’s p ro cesses  c a n n o t b e  tu rn e d  fro m  
th e ir  co u rse  ; th a t  a n y  h u m a n  a r ra n g e m e n t, w h ich  m u s t b e  a rb it ra ry ,  
m a y  p ro d u c e  co n d itio n s , a n d  m ay  w o rk  sa tis fa c to rily  a c c o rd in g  to  
h u m a n  id eas o f  w h a t is r ig h t  an d  p ro p e r, b u t  th o se  c o n d itio n s  
c a n n o t l a s t ; a n d  if  th e y  d id  th e re  w o u ld  be an  en d  to  h u m a n  p ro g ­
re s s .” T h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  S p a r ta  I  c o n te n d  show s th is  s ta te ­
m e n t o f  th e  p o s itio n  to  be  tru e , an d  if  it  be tru e  o f  th e  S p a r ta n s  i t  is  
t r u e  o f  th e  h u m a n  law s th a t  so c ia lis ts  w o u ld  fo ist u p o n  u s  to  b e t te r  
th e  s ta te  o f  so c ie ty  to -day .

L e t u s  h av e  h u m a n ita r ia n  efforts as m u c h  as w e can  g e t, fo r th a t  
w ill n o t oppose  p ro g re ss , b u t w hen  g o o d -in te n tio n e d , w e ll-m e a n in g  
p eo p le  c ry s ta llise  w h a t to  th e ir  w ay  o f  th in k in g  is  th e  tru e  so lu ­
tio n  o f  a ll h u m a n  w oes, in to  a law  for a ll to  be  h e ld  b o u n d  b y , th e n  
th e  te n d e n c y  is to  c lo g  th e  w hee ls  o f  p r o g re s s ; b e t te r  b y  fa r to  
ac h ie v e  th a t  p ro g re ss  a t th e  e x p e n se  o f  woildly h a p p in e ss  a n d  
c o n te n tm e n t th a n  to  se c u re  h a p p in e ss  a n d  c o n te n tm e n t a t  th e  e x ­
p e n se  o f  p ro g re ss . S o c ia lis ts  m ay  d ec la re  in  re p ly  th a t  ev en  i f  
p ro g re ss  h a d  to  be  sacrificed  to  th e  a t ta in m e n t o f  u n iv e rsa l h a p p i­
n e s s  ( th o u g h  I  am  su re  th e y  w ou ld  n o t a d m it th a t  th a t  s ta te  o f  th in g s  
w o u ld  b e  p o ss ib le ) th e n  it  w o u ld  b e  b e t te r  to  m a k e  th e  sacrifice  ; 
b u t  th a t  is b ecau se  th e y  a re  n o t th e o so p h is ts , w ho  look  to  cau ses a s  
w ell as effects, w ho  s tu d y  o th e r  p la n e s  o f  e x is te n c e  b e s id es  th a t  o f  
th e  m e re ly  p h y s ic a l w h ich , th o u g h  n o t th e  le as t im p o r ta n t, is  o n ly  a  
s ta te  in  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  p a th  th a t  is b e in g  ta k e n  b y  h u m a n ity .

A c c o rd in g  to  m y  v iew  th e n , re a lly  good  g o v e rn m e n t a p p a re n tly  
b lo c k s  p ro g re ss , a n d  so w e rea lize  w ith  P o p e  th a t  “  w h a te v e r  is  is  
r i g h t ;” a n d  does th is  p rac tic a lly  m ean  th a t  n o  m a tte r  w h a t w e d o  w e  
w ill n e v e r be  ab le  to  secu re  su c h  a m ore  p e rfec ted  fo rm  o f  g o v e rn ­
m e n t as  w ill h av e  th e  effect o f  so a m e lio ra tin g  h u m a n ity ’s c o n d itio n  
as  to  ab o lish  p o v e rty , m ise ry  a n d  c rim e ? I  co n te n d  th a t  i t  d o es , 
a n d  I  h av e  th e  s tro n g e s t a rg u m e n t on  m y  side , w h ich  is th e  fac t 
th a t  ev e r  s in c e  h u m a n ity  h as  b een  s tr iv in g  to  g o v ern  itse lf, w ith  
o n ly  its  lim ite d  p o w ers  to  g u id e  it, th e  d iffe ren t fo rm s o f  ru le  th a t  i t  
h a s  from  tim e  to  tim e  e s tab lish ed  th ro u g h o u t th e  p a s t ag es  h a v e  
b e e n  c ru d e  a n d  im p erfec t, re s u lt in g  in  effects w h ic h  good  g o v e rn ­
m e n t w ou ld  p re v e n t, an d  th e re fo re  sp o ilin g  m a n ’s c h a n ce s  o f  le a rn in g  
b y  e x p e r ie n c e  ; becau se  th e se  effects (ca ll th e m  b a d  effects, i f  y o u  
w ill)  a ffo rd  m a te r ia l fo r m e n ’s  m in d s  to  w o rk  u p o n , p re s e n tin g



problems fo r th e m  to  reason  ou  fo r so lu tio n , a c tin g  as a  sp u r  
to the rea so n  a n d  th e  t h o u g h t ; b u t  th e  b e a u tifu l h a rm o n y , th e  
resultant o f  goo d  g o v e rn m e n t, w o u ld  n ec essa rily  rob  m an  o f  th e se  
opportunities, a n d  th e n  w ith  p ra c tic a lly  n o th in g  to  g ra p p le  w ith , to  
battle a g a in s t, to  overcom e, h e  w o u ld  s im p ly  s ta g n a te —in  so o th  su c h  
a state o f  affairs, to  o n e  w ho  re a so n s  on  p h ilo so p h ica l lines , ju d g in g  
from o u r p re s e n t v iew  p o in t, is p o s itiv e ly  u n th in k a b le .

T h u s , a s  I  say , w e h av e  a lw ays h a d  w ro n g  g o v e rn m e n t in  th e  
past, a n d  is  n o t th e  p o sitio n  th e  sam e in  o u r  d ay  ? W o rse  th a n  th a t, 
does n o t e v e ry th in g  in d ic a te  th a t,  in s te a d  o f  g e t t in g  n e a re r  to  a  
proper m e th o d  o f  goo d  g o v e rn m e n t, w e a re  re c e d in g  fu r th e r  from  it  ?

I f  th e re  w ere  a  s tro n g  m in d e d  d e m o c ra t p re se n t h e  w ould  p ro ­
bably h u r l e x e c ra tio n s  a t m e for w h a t h e  w o u ld  call m y  ca llo u sn ess , 
charging m e  p e rh a p s  w ith  a d e s ire  to  leav e  th in g s  as th e y  are , b e ­
cause, a p p a re n tly , I  am  w ell h o u sed , w ell fed, an d  in  m o re  o r  less 
com fortable c irc u m sta n ce s , an d  can  afford to  ta lk  in  th is  g lib ly  
philosophical w ay, w h ile  th e re  a re  th o u sa n d s  o f  m y  fellow s su ffe rin g  
from m ise ry , fro m  w a n t a n d  from  sh a m e, th e  p a n g s  o f  w h ich  h e  
could d e p ic t w ith  b lo o d -c u rd lin g  v iv id n e ss  ; b u t, a s  sa id  before, I  
am no t c o n te n d in g  a g a in s t th e  n ec ess ity  a n d  su p re m e  u se fu ln ess  o f  
the w ork  o f  th e  p h ila n th ro p is t ,  an d  ev e ry  form  o f  c h a r ita b le  o rg a n i­
sation ; th e y  h av e  m y  s in c e re  su p p o r t a n d  a d v o c a c y ; b u t w h a t does 
make o n e — w ho  is se rio u s  an d  th o u g h fu l, a n d  w h o  feels sy m p a th y  
for h is fellow s— im p a tie n t, is th e  u t te r  d is re g a rd  th a t  is show n, b y  
those w h o  se e k  to  le g is la te  fo r soc ie ty , to  th e  m o st o bv ious t r u th s  
of n a tu re  a n d  to  th e  e x p e rie n c e  o f  h u m a n  life , p a s t as w ell a s  p r e s e n t ; 
and th is  fee lin g  is d ee p en e d  w hen  su p erfic ia l o b se rv a tio n  suffices to  
convince u s  th a t  th e se  d ec la im e rs  a g a in s t ev e ry  h u m a n  i l l—th e se  
loud-m outhed  re fo rm ers— are  as a  ru le  a c tu a te d  m o re  b y  th e  d es ire  
for p o p u la rity , p ro m p te d  b y  p erso n a l am b itio n , an d  so th e y  tra d e  on 
these e m p ty  c rie s  w h ich  ap p eal so p a te n tly  to  th e  ig n o ra n t m ass, 
and ro b e  th e m se lv e s  in  a  h a lo  o f  se lf-g lo rifica tio n  ; a n d  it  is th e s e  
shallow n u isa n ce s , w h ich  o n ly  an  a d u lt  su ffrage d em o cracy  w o u ld  
endure, th a t  re n d e r  d u m b  th e  w ise r co u n se ls  o f  w ise r m in d s .

W h a t h u m a n ity  w a n ts  is n o t an  a rb it ra ry  h u m a n  law  to  ab o lish  
this o r th a t  ev il, th is  o r  th a t  in ju s tic e , b u t  a  g e n u in e  re lig io u s  philos*  
ophy th a t  can  be a ss im ila te d  b y  th e  p o o rly  in fo rm ed  as w ell as b y  
the le a r n e d ; th a t  w ill in s til in to  th e  m in d s  o f  th e  p eo p le  th e  m e a n in g  
of all th a t  th e y  h av e  to  u n d e rg o  in  a  s ta te  o f  b e in g  th a t  a d m its  o f  
no eq u a lity  a n d  n o  u n iv e rsa l h a rm o n y  o r  c o n te n tm e n t o r  a n y th in g  
app roach ing  it. T h is  is th e  o n ly  rem ed y , an d  it  is a  tru e  rem e d y , 
for le t a  m an  be ev e r  so p o o r an d  su ffer ev e r so m u ch , if  i t  be  p o ss ib le  
to appeal to  h is  rea so n  b y  p re se n tin g  to  h is  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a  c o rre c t 
solution o f  h is  u n fo r tu n a te  lo t, re v e a lin g  w h a t w e now  so  c lea rly  
realise, th a t  th e  ’p h y s ic a l w o rld  is o n ly  o n e  o f  th e  p la n e s  o f  h is  
ex istence, o f  h is  lo n g  p ilg rim ag e , a n d  th a t  fo r th e  few  y ea rs  th a t  h e  
is suffering  h e re  th e re  a re  u n d o u b te d ly  m an y , m a n y  m o re  in  w h ich



h e  w ill h av e  co m p e n sa tin g  b liss  a n d  h a p p in e ss  e re  h e  com es b a c k  to  
th is  p h y sica l ab o d e  ; a n d  show  h im , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  
ev o lu tio n a ry  d ev e lo p m en t, th a t  th e se  e x p e rien c es , h a rsh  a s  th e y  
ap p ear, a re  a f te r  all a id s  to  h is  ow n d ev e lo p m e n t, a n d  a re  o f  h is  o w n  
c re a tio n , a n d  th a t  all h av e  to  p ass  th ro u g h  th e  sam e m i l l in g ; c l in c h  
th e se  te a c h in g s , as no  d o u b t w e can  now  do, b y  a rg u m e n ts  d ra w n  f ro m  
n o t o u ly  re lig io u s  tra d itio n s  a n d  sc rip tu re s , b u t  from  th e  w o rld ’s  p h i lo s ­
o p h ie s  (a n c ie n t a u d  m o d e rn )  an d  from  sc ien ce , a n d  th e  s p r e a d in g  o f  
s u c h  t r u th s  m u s t p ro v id e  th a t  in te r io r  l ig h t , com fo rt a n d  c o n s o la tio n  
in  th e  in d iv id u a l, w h ic h  a lo n e  y ie ld s  h a p p in e ss  ; in  sh o r t I  s a y  t h a t  
th is  is th e  o n ly  so rt o f  h a p p in e ss  h e  w ill e v e r  ge t. B y  a c tin g  o th e r ­
w ise, b y  s tr iv in g  to  ap p ease  a ll ills  b y  p h y s ic a l m e an s , w e m e re ly  
re a c h  th e  e x te rn a l s ide  o f  th e  m an , a n d  p e rh a p s  b u t  c h a n g e  th e  
o u tw a rd  su ffe rin g  from  o n e  a sp e c t to  a n o th e r , m in is te r in g  o n ly  to  
w o rld ly  n ee d s  w h ich  p ro d u ce  no  la s tin g  b en e fit, a n d  i f  i t  b e  n o t  
la s t in g  th e n  it  is n o t r i g h t ; a n d  i f  y o u  sa y  th a t  th e  te a c h in g  o f  
th e se  p h ilo so p h ica l t r u th s  a n d  id e as  is im p o ssib le , a n d  th a t  th e y  
w ill n o t be  ac ce p te d  by  th e  m ass, I  am  co n v in ce d  th a t  so  lo n g  a s  
w e so u tte r ly  d is re g a rd  G o d ’s in te n tio n , a n d  th e  v e r itie s  t h a t  a r e  
o n ly  h id d e n  in  th e  recesses  o f  n a tu re  b ecau se  o f  th e  n ec ess ity  o f  th e  
e a rn e s t se ek in g , th e n  th e  w o rld ’s m ise ry  a n d  d e g ra d a tio n  m u s t  
c o n tin u e , an d  it  w ill c o n tin u e  u n til  th e  D e ity  is  re -e s ta b lis h e d  in  
th e  m in d s  a n d  h e a r ts  o f  m en , a n d  tru e  re lig io n  w ith  a ll i ts  e s o te r ic  
su b lim ity  an d  b ea u ty , is in s ta lle d  in  its  p ro p e r  p la ce  as th e  o n e  a n d  
o n ly  g u id in g  l ig h t o f  h u m a n ity  ; so  I  w ill co n c lu d e  b y  p o s it iv e ly  
a ffirm in g  th a t  no  a m o u n t o f  le g is la tiv e  t in k e r in g  to  cope  w ith  th e  ev ils  
o f  soc ie ty , even  th o u g h  w e a ssu m e  th a t  th a t  le g is la tio n  is p ro m p te d  
b y  m o tiv es for h u m a n  goo d  a lo n e , can  m a k e  m u c h  im p re ss io n  w h e re  
m a te ria lism  is ra m p a n t a n d  re v e re n c e  m e re  p re te n c e — in  s h o r t ,  in  
m y  o p in io n , w e a re  p re se n te d  w ith  th e  p a th e tic  sp e c ta c le  o f  h u m a n ity  
in  th e  fo rm  o f  D em ocracy  t r y in g  to  sh o w  G od  th a t  h e  can  b e  d is ­
p e n se d  w ith , a n d  a p p a re n tly  G od  com p o sed ly  w a itin g  to  see  how  lo n g  
i t  w ill ta k e  m an  to  aw ak en  from  h is  sad  d e lu s io n . O f h is  o w n  
cho ice  h e  re fu ses  th e  g ifts  o f  h ea v en , a n d  lik e  a  ch e e rfu l id io t h e  
goes on  h is  w ay  d iv id in g  h is  tim e  ’tw ix t c u rs in g  an d  r e jo ic in g ; a t  
th e  sam e tim e  th e o so p h is ts  i f  th e y  d ilig e n tly  s tu d y  th e ir  p h ilo so p h y , 
an d  ca re fu lly  th in k ,  can  see th a t  all th is  is  as n ec essa ry  a s  i t  m a y  
seem  d e p lo ra b le  ; its  im p e rio u s  in ju n c tio n  b e in g  to  th o se  w h o  th u s  
see  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d , to  s tru g g le  to  a s s is t w h e re v e r  th e y  ca n  g iv e  
ass is ta n ce  in  th e  o rd in a ry  w ay, a n d  to  m a k e  th e  g re a te s t p o ss ib le  
u se  o f  th e ir  tim e  in  f it t in g  th e m se lv es  to  becom e, as  is  sp e c ia lly  
la id  dow n, tru e  h e lp e rs  o f  h u m a n ity  w h en  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  e n e rg y  
th e y  p u t  in to  th e  w o rk  w ill b e  effective a n d  n o t be  lo s t th ro u g h  th e  
m isd ire c tio n  o f  ig n o ran c e .

A . WSBS.



IT  m ay b e  sa id  in  a  g e n e ra l w ay  th a t  th e  s tu d y  o f  T h e o so p h y  is  
m ain ly  lik e  th e  s tu d y  o f  a n y th in g  else. M u ch  th e  sam e m e n ta l 

qualities a r e  req u ire d , th e re  is n o t  an y  d iffe rence  in  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  
assiduity a n d  ca re  n eed fu l, an d  th e  m a in  p rin c ip le s  w h ich  re g u la te  
all in te lle c tu a l p ro ce sses  do  n o t d iffer. T h e re  are , in d e ed , som e 
peculiarities w h ic h  d iffe ren tia te  th is  s tu d y  from  o th e rs , a n d  th e se  I  
shall ta k e  u p  la te r  on .

E v ery  s tu d y , n o  m a tte r  w h a t th e  to p ic , p re -su p p o ses  for i ts  su c ­
cessful c o n d u c t c e r ta in  re q u is ite s . T h e  m a in  a re  th e se  :—

(a) T h e re  m u s t b e  c le a r  a s su ra n c e  as to  th e  re a lity  o f  th e  su b ­
ject s tu d ied . S o  lo n g  as th e re  is a n y  d o u b t as to  su c h  re a lity , th e  
process is r a th e r  a n  in v e s tig a tio n  th a n  a  s tu d y . E a c h  n ew  su b je c t in  
science o r  p h ilo so p h y  p asses  th ro u g h  th is  s ta g e , u n ti l  it h a s  v in d i­
cated its  r ig h t  to  a  p la ce  in  th e  te m p le  o f  re a litie s  ; a n d  th o se  w ho  a re  
interested h a v e  firs t to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  i t  is g en u in e . B u t in  n o  
case can  a n y  m a n  d ev o te  h im s e lf  to  rea l s tu d y  o f  a  su b je c t u n ti l  h e  is 
certain th a t  th e  su b je c t is  n o t a  ch im e ra  o r  a  fan cy  o r  a c u rio u s  in ­
vention, b u t  is  a  g e n u in e  fac t. N o  one, fo r ex a m p le , co u ld  se rio u s­
ly study  a s tro n o m y  w ith o u t fu ll b e lie f  th a t  th e re  e x is ts  a  sy stem  o f 
planetary w orld s , a n d  th a t  th e re  a re  c e r ta in  co n n e c tio n s  a n d  in flu e n ­
ces am o n g  th e m . N o  on e  can  se rio u s ly  s tu d y  c h e m is try  i f  h e  h a s  
donbt a s  to  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  e le m e n ts  an d  o f  th e  law s re g u la tin g  th e ir  
com bination. S im ila r ly  in  re g a rd  to  ev e ry  o th e r  su b je c t co m in g  
within th e  ra n g e  o f  s tu d io u s  a t te n tio n .

(b) A n o th e r  o b v ious re q u is ite  to  s tu d y  o f  a n y  k in d  is b e lie f  in  
the cap ac ity  o f  te ac h e rs . I f  i t  is su sp e c te d  th a t  th e  su b je c t is w ith o u t 
the ran g e  o f  h u m a n  pow ers, o r  th a t  th e  p ro fe sso rs  o f  i t  do  n o t  u n d e r ­
stand i ts  c o n te n ts , th e  s tu d y  co u ld  n e v e r  be  m o re  th a n  h a lf-h e a rte d  
and dub io u s. T h e re  c e r ta in ly  is n o t in v o lv e d  th e  id ea  th a t  th e  te a c h ­
ers m u st b e  in fa llib le  o r  th a t  th e ir  te a c h in g  can  n e v e r  th e re a f te r  b e  
modified, b u t som e d eg re e  o f  k n o w led g e  m u s t be co n c ed e d  o r  i t  w ill 
be idle to  ta k e  th e  p o s itio n  o f  pu p il.

(c) A n o th e r  in d isp en sa b le  re q u is ite  to  successfu l s tu d y  is o p en ­
ness o f  m in d . N o  m a tte r  w h a t th e  top ic , i f  o n e  com es to  i t  w ith  fixed  
prepossessions, w ith  th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t  fac ts  m u s t all lie  a lo n g  o n e  
line or w ith in  c e r ta in  d e fin ite  ch a n n e ls , a  la rg e  p a r t  o t n ec essa ry  
inform ation is b a r re d  o u t. T h e  in e v ita b le  effect o f  a n te c e d e n t p re ­
possessions is to  v itia te  th e  v e ry  n a tu re  o f  s tu d y , fo r i t  p ra c tic a lly  
asserts th a t  n o th in g  can  be  tru e  e x c e p t w h a t th e  s tu d e n t in  ad v a n ce  
believes to  b e  possib le . B u t i f  h e  a lre a d y  k n o w  so m u c h  as to  
be able to  co rre c tly  p re sc rib e  th e  lim its  w ith in  w h ich  t r u th  m u s t b e  
fonnd, h e  m u s t  h av e  re a c h e d  th e  p o in t w h en  s tu d y  is sup erflu o u s, 
truth h a v in g  b ee n  acq u ired , T h e  n e c e ssa ry  c o n d itio n  to  a n y  s tu d y



w o rth  th e  n am e  is  th a t  th e  m in d  sh o u ld  be  open  on  all s id e s  to  t h e  
in f lu x  o f  lig h t , th a t  th e re  b e  n o  p re ju d ic e s  o r  p rep o sse ss io n s  w h ic h  
a re  n o t rem o v ab le  u n d e r  th e  in flu e n ce  o f  fu r th e r  fac t, a n d  th a t  a l l  
t r u th  is to  b e  w elcom ed , n o  m a tte r  h o w  m u c h  i t  m a y  co n flic t w ith  
p re v io u s  h a b i t  o r  p rev io u s  belief.

(d) T h e re  m u s t b e  en e rg y . R eal s tu d y  is  n o t a  casu a l o r  su p e r­
ficial m a tte r , ta k e n  u p  a t o dd  tim e s  an d  w h en  th e re  is n o th in g  b e t te r  
to  do, an d  co n d u c te d  w ith  b u t p a r tia l  z e a l : to  h av e  an y  re a l w o rth  
i t  m u s t b e  p u rsu e d  w ith  as m u c h  th o ro u g h n e ss  a n d  d e v o tio n  a s  is 
a n y  se c u la r  p u rsu it ,  fo r in  n e i th e r  case w ill good  f ru its  com e from  
an  im p e rfe c tly  c u ltu re d  field .

(V) I  n ee d  n o t go  o v er all th e  o th e r  req u is ite s  to  so u n d  e ffo rt 
in  s tu d y . Y ou  w ill e a sily  see th a t  th e y  co n s is t o f  su c h  q u a lit ie s  a s  
th o ro u g h n e ss , th e  le av in g  in  th e  re a r  o f  n o  u n se ttle d  p o in t, th e  m a s ­
te ry  o f  each  s te p  as i t  is ta k e n , p e rs is te n c e  o f  a p p lica tio n , a n d  a ll 
th o se  o th e r  o bv ious q u a litie s  w ith o u t w h ich  th e re  can  b e  n o  h o p e fu l 
re su lts . I t  is in  th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  su c h  as I  h av e  m e n tio n e d  th a t  
m en  a tta in  to  rea l k n o w led g e  o f  a n y  to p ic , a n d  th e y  w ill do  so  in  th e  
case o f  T h e o so p h y  o n ly  so fa r a s  th e se  re q u is ite s  a re  m et.

T h e re  are , as I  h av e  sa id , c e r ta in  p e c u lia ritie s  in  T h e o so p h y  
w h ich  d iffe ren tia te  to  som e e x te n t th e  s tu d y  o f  it  from  th e  s tu d y  o f  
o th e r  to p ics . T h e y  g row  o u t o f  i ts  u n lik e n e s s  to  o th e r  s tu d ie s  as  
p u rsu e d  in  th is  h em isp h e re , a n d  m u s t c o n seq u e n tly  b e  re c o g n iz e d  i f  
t r u e  p ro g re ss  is to  b e  m ade. I  th in k  y ou  w ill find  th e m  to  b e  fo u r  
in  n u m b e r.

(a )  T h e o so p h y  is a  u n iv e rsa l, a ll-co m p reh e n s iv e  sch em e, b e in g  
a  u n iv e rsa l sc ience, a  u n iv e rsa l p h ilo so p h y , an d  a u n iv e rsa l r e l ig io n .  
A n y  sy s tem  w h ich  u n d e r ta k e s  to  e x p o u n d  th e  C osm os m u s t b e  th u s  
u n iv e rsa l, for th e  C osm os h a s  an d  can  h av e  b u t on e  tru e , c o n s is te n t  
in te rp re ta tio n . T h is  h as  n o t, h ow ever, b een  u su a lly  p e rc e iv e d  in  o u r  
lo n g itu d e  ; an d  sc ience, p h ilo so p h y , a n d  re lig io n  h av e  b ee n  t r e a te d  
as  in d e p e n d e n t to p ic s , n o t m e re ly  u n re la te d , b u t  in  so m e  c a se s  
a c tu a lly  opposed . Y e t e v id e n tly  facts, th e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  fac ts , 
an d  th e  re la tio n  o f  fac ts  to  th e  H e a d  o f  th e  C osm os m u s t a ll b e  in  
u n iso n  a n d  w ith  in c e ssa n t in te rp e n e tra tio n . T o  tr e a t  th e m  as w h o lly  
se p a ra te d  is m u c h  lik e  t r e a tin g  an a to m y , p h y sio lo g y , a n d  n e rv o u s  
fu n c tio n  as  th re e  d is t in c t e n titie s  a n d  n o t p a r ts  o f  o ne. H e n c e  i t  is  
th a t  a  s tu d e n t o f  T h e o so p h y  n ee d s  to  rev e rse  th e  p re v a le n t c o n c e p ­
tio n  o f  h is  era , a n d  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  T h eo so p h y , sc ience, p h ilo s o ­
p h y , a n d  re lig io n  a re  a  m e re ly  c o n v e n ie n t an a ly s is  o f  th e  C osm os, 
n o t to  b e  h a n d le d  as se p a ra te  a n d  d is t in c t , b u t  ev e r  to  b e  v iew ed  in  
th e ir  u n io n  a n d  co rre la tio n . H e n c e  a t on ce  a  d iffe re n tia tio n  
b e tw een  T h e o so p h y  an d  th e  co n v e n tio n a l th o u g h t.

{b) A n d  th e n  conies a  m o st im p o rta n t m a tte r. U n til a  v e ry  few  
y ea rs  ago, w h en  re se a rch e s  in  h y p n o tism  an d  a llied  to p ic s  o p e n e d  
u p  e x p lo ra tio n s  in  su p e r-p h y s ic a l rea lm s, th e  p u rsu it  o f  k n o w le d g e  
w as w ho lly  th ro u g h  e x p e r im e n ta l re se a rc h  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  p h y s ic a l



s e n se s . E v e n  n o w  an  en o rm o u sly  la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  sc ien tific  
in v e s tig a tio n  d o es n o t  p re te n d  to  g e t b ey o n d  th e  reg io n  o f  m a tte r  
o r  t o  h a v e  a n y  fac ilities  o r  p o ss ib ilitie s  o f  so  d o in g . A n d  y e t th e  re ­
g io n  o f  p h y s ic s  is  th e  le a s t im p o r ta n t o f  all reg io n s , as w ell as th e  
s m a lle s t ,  a n d  th e  rea lm  o f  th e  u n se en  is  th e  rea lm  o f  rea l fact, o f  in ­
c o m p a ra b ly  la rg e r  ra n g e  a n d  o f  v a s tly  d e e p e r  in te re s t. T h is  rea lm , 
a lm o s t  w h o lly  in accessib le  to  o rd in a ry  sc ience, is p rec ise ly  th e  rea lm  
w h ic h  T h e o so p h y  em p h asizes  a n d  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  w h ich  it  m o re  o r  
le s s  e x p o u n d s . B u t ev id e n tly  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  u n se en  reg io n  can  
o n ly  b e  e x p o u n d e d  b y  th o se  w ho  k n o w  th e m , k n o w  th e m  b y  th e  u se  
o f  t r a in e d  facu ltie s  w h ich  p e rm it su c h  e n tra n c e  a n d  e x p lo ra tio n , 
f a c u lt ie s  o n ly  b ec o m in g  se rv iceab le  th ro u g h  ev o lu tio n  a n d  tra in in g . 
I t  th e re fo re  follow s th a t  th e  m o st im p o r ta n t o f  all t ru th s ,  t r u th s  re ­
l a t in g  to  th e  p h y s ic a lly  u n se e n  u n iv e rse , to  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  life  b e ­
y o n d  d e a th , a n d  to  th e  so u rce  a n d  n a tu re  a n d  effects o f  su c h  forces 
a n d  law s as a re  o n ly  in  p a r t  m a n ifes te d  on  a  p h y sic a l p la n e , com e to  
u s  a s  re v e la tio n s—rev e la tio n s , th a t  is, in  th e  sen se  o f  b e in g  d isc lo ­
s u r e s  from  th o se  w ho  know , to  th o se  w ho  dof n o t know . I t  is q u ite  
t r u e  th a t  th is  k n o w led g e  w ill be  a tta in e d  b y  a ll o f  u s  in  th e  p ro g re ss  
o f  e v o lu tio n , b u t  a t  th is  s ta g e  w e are  u n a b le  to  a t ta in  it  a n d  ca u  o n ly  
re c e iv e  it. T h eo so p h y , th e re fo re , d iffers from  all p th e r  s tu d ie s  in  
th is  lo n g itu d e , in a sm u c h  as i t  in s is ts  u p o n  th e  p re d o m in a n t v a lu e  o f  
i h e  u n se e n , u p o n  th e  e s se n tia lity  o f  a  k n o w led g e  th e re o f  to  a n y  a d e ­
q u a te  co n c ep tio n  o f th e  u n iv e rse , a n d  u p o n  th e  fac t th a t  as y e t su c h  
k n o w le d g e  m u s t b e  c o m m u n ic a te d  to  m o st o f  m a n k in d  b y  th e  few  
w h o  h av e  a c q u ire d  i t  th em se lv es . N o w  u n le ss  o n e  is p re p a re d  to  
a d m it  th e  re a lity  o f  th e  u n se en , i ts  ex p lo ra tio n  b y  su ch  as h a v e  
d e v e lo p e d  th e  n ec essa ry  facu ltie s , a n d  o u r  re lia n c e  a t p re se n t u p o n  
th e i r  te s tim o n y , i t  is  v a in  for h im  to  a t te m p t a n y th in g  lik e  rea l study 
o f  T h e o so p h y . N o  v e ry  g re a t a m o u n t o f  fa ith  is n ee d ed  to  co n ced e  
su c h  e v id e n t p ro p o sitio n s , an d  c e r ta in ly  no  ac tiv e  c re d u lity  w h a t­
ev e r, b u t  su c h  fa ith  as is n ecessa ry  is in d isp en sa b le . H e  w ho  re g a rd s  
th e  u n se e n  as  d o u b tfu l, w ho  w ill n o t b e liev e  th a t  a n y  o n e  can  k n o w  
m o re  th e re o f  th a n  h e  does, au d  w ho  w ill ac ce p t n o  ev id en ce  e x c e p t 
su ch  a s  h e  ca n  a t  th is  s ta g e  a c q u ire  fo r h im self, is  a t  th e  o u t­
se t d e b a rre d  from  p ro g ress . T h is  is n o t a  h a rd sh ip , m u c h  less  is it  
a  p ie c e  o f  b ig o t r y ; i t  is s im p ly  an  a sse rtio n  o f  th e  ob v io u s t r u th  
th a t  a  m a n  w h o  d o es n o t a n d  c a n n o t k n o w  a  p a r tic u la r  th in g  m u s t 
e i th e r  g o  w ith o u t th e  k n o w led g e  o r  ac ce p t i t  from  som e one  w ho  h a s  
it. A n d  h e re  a g a in , th e  s tu d y  o f  T h e o so p h y  d iffe ren tia te s  i ts e lf  from  
o th e r  s tu d y  in  p o s tu la tin g  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  class o f  k n o w ers  a n d  
te a c h e rs  n o t  in c lu d e d  in  th e  re p e rto ire  o f  o th e r  p h ilo so p h ies .

(r) A  th ir d  d is t in c tio n  is in  th e  n a tu re  o f  an  e v o lu tio n a ry  
rev e la tio n . U n d o u b te d ly  ev e ry  sc ien ce  a n d  ev e ry  p h ilo so p h y  b e ­
com e m o re  e n la rg e d  an d  m o re  co rre c t w ith  tim e. E a r ly  m is ta k e s  
are c o r re c te d , m o re  fac t is  secu red , g re a te r  ra n g e  o f  p r in c ip le  
accrues , in te r re la t io n s  a re  m o re  fu lly  p e rc e iv e d  a n d  m o re  fu lly
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o p era tiv e , an d  finer a d ju s tm e n ts  a re  effected. I n  all t h e s e  
p ro cesses  o f  e n la rg in g  k n o w led g e  a n d  d im in ish in g  e rro r, T h e o s o p h y  
e n tire ly  resem b les  o th e r  p h ilo so p h ies . Y e t th e re  w o u ld  s e e m  
to  b e  a n te c e d e n tly  p ro b ab le  a  d iffe ren t s ta te  o f  th in g s . A s  t h e  
t r u th s  n o t a t ta in a b le  b y  o rd in a ry  s tu d e n ts  a re  o f  n e c e s s i ty  
co m m u n ic a te d  b y  e x tra o rd in a ry  ones, an d  as th e  la t te r  re a lly  k n o w  
a n d  do  n o t o n ly  su rm ise , o n e  w ould  n a tu ra lly  e x p e c t th a t  t h e  
ex p o s itio n  g iv en  w ould  be  p e rfec t from  th e  b e g in n in g . T h is  i s  n o t  
a t  a ll th e  fact. A n y  ca refu l o b se rv e r  can  see th a t  th e re  h a s  b e e n  
m u c h  c h a n g e  in  th e o so p h ic a l te a c h in g s  d u r in g  th e  fif te e n  o r  
tw e n ty  y ea rs  th e y  h av e  b een  g o in g  on. I t  is n o t o n ly  th a t  t h e y  
h av e  beco m e fu lle r, i t  is  th a t  c e r ta in  e a rly  p re se n ta tio n s  w ere  u n ­
d o u b te d ly  in a c c u ra te  an d  h av e  b een  su p e rse d ed  by  la te r  ones. O n e  
o f  th e  b e s t illu s tra tio n s  is th e  m a tte r  o f  th e  A s tra l B ody. M r. S i n ­
n e t t ’s firs t w o rk s  sp o k e  o f  b u t one, a n d  even  th e re  m isap p lied  t h e  
n am e. A s th e  w ho le  su b je c t o f  th e  sh e a th s  o f  th e  P rin c ip le s  w a s  
b e t te r  u n d e rs to o d , an d  as  m o re  w as to ld  e i th e r  b y  a u th o r iz e d  
te a c h e rs  o r  b y  d ev e lo p in g  p u p ils , m ore  a n d  m o re  w as sa id  o f  t h e  
su p e r-p h y s ic a l bod ies, o f  th e  several ones re q u ire d  fo r fu n c tio n in g  o n  
d iffe ren t p la n es , o f  th e  d iffe rence b e tw een  th e m , a n d  o f  th e  a c c u r a te  
te rm in o lo g y  u sed  in  in d ic a t in g  th e m . In  fact, th is  s te a d ily  in c re a s ­
in g  e x p o s itio n  o f  th e  A s tra l B odies w as u sed  y ea rs  ag o  by  a  b i t te r  e n e ­
m y  o f T h e o so p h y  as one o f  th e  p roofs o f  its  p u re ly  f ic titio u s c h a ra c te r .  
A n d  y e t i t  is rea lly  a p ro o f  o f  th e  rev erse , fo r it goes to  sh o w  t h a t  
th e  ev o lu tio n  o f  th e o so p h ic  k n o w led g e  is p rec ise ly  a n a lo g o u s  t o  
ev o lu tio n  e ls e w h e re ; th a t  is to  say , it  is n o t a m ass o f  t r u th  p lu m p e d  
o u t on  th e  w orld  in  a  m ass, b u t d ro p s  o u t, so  to  sp eak , l i t t le  b y  
l i t t le ,  as th o se  w ho  ac q u ire  th e  k n o w led g e , w h e th e r  th ro u g h  tu i t io n  
o r  e x p lo ra tio n , find  th e m se lv e s  ab le  to  im p a r t it. E v e n  no w , 
a l th o u g h  o u r  k n o w led g e  in  T h e o so p h y  is  v a s tly  e n la rg e d  a n d  is  
v as tly  m o re  co rrec t, w e m u s t n o t a s su m e  th a t  o u r  p re se n t c o n c e p ­
tio n s  a re  final, o r  th a t  no  m o d ifica tio n  w ill o c c u r  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  
tim e . A ll p re se n t k n o w led g e  is p a r tia l, even  p ro v is io n a l, fo r  
w e h av e  n o t y e t th e  fac u ltie s  w h ich  m a k e  p rec is io n  p o ss ib le , 
a n d  w e m u s t e x p e c t c h a n g e  in  co n c ep tio n  even  as w e e x p e c t 
c h a n g e  in  facu lty . A n o th e r  d iffe ren tia tio n , th e n , I  sh o u ld  say , 
b e tw e en  th e  s tu d y  o f  T h e o so p h y  a n d  th e  s tu d y  o f  o th e r  to p ic s  
is  th a t ,  w h ile  w e m ig h t e x p e c t im m e d ia te  a c cu rac y  b ec au se  
o f  h ig h e r  a u th o ri ty , w e do  n o t g e t it, th e  reaso n  b e in g  th a t  
w h ile  th e  a u th o r i ty  is rea l th e  m e th o d s  a re  s im ila r. T h e re  is th e r e ­
fo re  no  p re su m p tio n  a g a in s t T h e o so p h y  b ec au se  its  d isc lo su re s  
u n d e rg o  m o d ifica tio n  as tim e  goes on , even  th o u g h  th e  o r ig in a l 
te a c h e rs  a re  th o ro u g h ly  in fo rm ed . T h e y  h av e  to  c o m m u n ic a te  th e  
te a c h in g  th ro u g h  p u p i l s ; th e  p u p ils , b ec au se  p u p ils , a re  lia b le  to  
m is a p p re h e n s io n ; a n d  th e  p u p ils , as th e y  ad v an ce , co rre c t th e  m is ­
ta k e s  th e y  h av e  firs t m ade .

(d) A  fo u rth  p e c u lia r i ty  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  T h e o so p h y  n ec essa rily



grows o u t o f  a  d is tin c tiv e  fea tu re  iu  T h e o so p h y  itself. T h e o so p h y  
is a system  w h ich  is rad ic a lly  an d  a t ev e ry  p o in t w h o lly  d iffe ren t 
from th e  co n v e n tio n a l th e o ry  o f  th e  w orld  o f  m en  a n d  th in g s . I t  is 
based u p o n  an  a l to g e th e r  u n lik e  co n cep tio n , a n d  in  a lm o st ev e ry  
respect i t  c o n tra d ic ts  all th a t  w e h a v e  b een  accu s to m ed  to  b e liev e  
of the u n iv e rse , o f  th is  p a r tic u la r  e a r th , o f th e  h is to ry  o f  h u m a n ity , 
of the m e th o d  o f  in d iv id u a l tre a tm e n t,  a n d  o f  th e  w h o le  tr a in in g  a n d  
destiny o f  h u m a n ity . In  d o c tr in e  it  is s tra n g e  a t  ev e ry  p o in t. 
Inevitably, th e re fo re , th e re  m u s t be  p e rp e tu a l su rp rise s  as  th e  s tu ­
dent ad v a n ce s  onw ard . So u tte r ly  u n lik e  th e  co n v e n tio n a l th e o ry  
is the  th e o so p h ic a l p h ilo so p h y  th a t  i t  is p e rh a p s  h a rd ly  
going too  fa r to  say  th a t  a  s tu d e n t m ig h t v e ry  w ell a s su m e  a t  th e  
outset th a t  h e  is m o re  lik e ly  to  be  r ig h t  if  h e  h o ld s  to  th e  
very o p p o site  fro m  d o c tr in e  h ith e r to  su p p o sed  tru e . A t a ll 
events, th e  w h o le  co n c ep tio n  is q u ite  u n lik e , a n d  u su a lly  
an tagon is tic  to , th e  beliefs  h ith e r to  he ld . N ow  if  a t  ev e ry  
fresh s tep  h e  feel d ism ay  o r  in c re d u lity  a t  th e  n ew  th o u g h ts  
presented , h e  w ill be  in  a  p e rp e tu a l s ta te  o f  co m b at a n d  ev en  r e s e n t­
m ent, a n d  for th is  reaso n  h e  w ill sav e  h im s e lf  n eed le ss  tro u b le  a n d  
m ental w o rry  i f  h e  s ta r t  o u t w ith  th e  c lea r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  
T heosophy does n o t  p re te n d  to  echo  p o p u la r  n o tio n s  o r  to  in  a n y  
way em body th e  th e o rie s  o f  th e  u n iv e rse  an d  o f  m a n k in d  w h ich  for 
so lo n g  h e ld  sw ay in  th e  W est. T h e re  is a v e ry  im p o r ta n t m a tte r  
to be  n o tic ed  a t th is  p o in t. T h e  su p p o sitio n  th a t  a n y  fre sh  
though t in c o n s is te n t w ith  e x is tin g  on es is to  b e  m e t w ith  s u s ­
picion o r  re se n tm e n t is e s se n tia lly  ch ild ish . W h e n  I  w as a b o u t 
six o r sev en  y ea rs  o ld  I  w as g iv en  a  boo k  fo r c h ild re n  co n ta in ­
ing, a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s , a n  a c c o u n t o f  d iam o n d s . O ne  s ta te ­
ment w as th a t  d ia m o n d s  w ere  u sed  in  c u t t in g  g lass. I  h a d  n e v e r  
heard o f  th is ,  a n d  m y  a n n o y a n c e  a t e n c o u n te r in g  a  s ta te m e n t u n ­
heard o f  a n d  so s tra n g e  a ro u se d  in  m e n o t o n ly  d en ia l b u t b itte rn e ss . 
Almost in  te a rs , I  w ra th fu lly  w ro te  on  th e  m a rg in  o f  th e  book , 
“ T hey  a re  n o t u sed  for c u t t in g  g la ss  a t a ll.” I t  w as an  o u tb u rs t o f  
ignorance a n d  w o u n d ed  p rid e , a th o ro u g h ly  ch ild ish  p e rfo rm an ce . 
But e x a c tly  th e  sam e th in g  is found  in  a d u lts  w ho p ro m p tly  re se n t 
new th o u g h t as n e c essa rily  w ro n g , an d  do  n o t a t te m p t to  e x a m in e  
it in th e  l ig h t  o f  ev id en ce  o r  to  tre a t  i t  from  a n y  o th e r  p o in t o f  v iew  
than its  r e la tio n  to  th e ir  ow n p re ju d ice  an d  th e ir  ow n w a n t o f  k n o w ­
ledge. W h e n  w e find  a  m an  a n g r ily  d e n o u n c in g  s ta te m e n ts  as  to  
the t r u th  o f  w h ich  h e  k n o w s n o th in g  an d  th e  ev id en ce  fo r w h ich  h e  
has n o t in v e s tig a te d , w e m ay  in s ta n tly  reco g n ize  th e  sam e c o n d itio n  
of m ind w h ic h  led  to  m y  w ritin g , “  T h e y  a re  n o t u se d  in  c u t t in g  
glass a t  a l l .” A n d  p le n ty  o f su c h  d o c trin a l su rp rise s  w ill m e e t th e  
student as h e  goes a long . I t  m u s t b e  so. T h e o so p h y  g iv es  a  d if­
ferent a c c o u n t o f  th e  ev o lu tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rse , o f  th e  p e o p lin g  o f  
different p la n es  o f  ex is te n c e  w ith  ap p ro p ria te  en titie s , th e  f illin g  u p  
with g rad e s  o f  in te llig e n c e  th e  in c a lc u la b le  ab y ss  b e tw een  D iv in ity



a n d  an im a lcu le s , th e  w ho le  m e th o d  an d  p u rp o se  o f  h u m a n  in c a rn a ­
t io n s  a n d  re in c a rn a tio n s , an d  th e  tru e  m e th o d  a n d  c o n d u c t o f 
h u m a n  life. N ew  fac ts sp r in g  u p  a t  ev e ry  s tep , n ew  p ro b lem s a rr iv e  
w ith  e a c h  ad v an ce , a s to n ish in g  rev e la tio n s  p e rp e tu a lly  o ccu r, a n d  
c o n tin u a l e n la rg e m e n t an d  e n l ig h te n m e n t aw a it th e  p ilg rim . H e n c e  
h is  tr u e  fram e  o f  m in d  is th e  a s su m p tio n  th a t  th e  o ld  th o u g h t 
m u s t b e  b o th  in a d e q u a te  a n d  w ro n g , a n d  th a t  th e  p re su m p tio n  o f 
r ig h t  b e lo n g s  to  all th e  new  th o u g h t as it  ap p ears .

W h a t, th e n , m ay  o n e  say  iu  co n c lu s io n  ab o u t th e  s tu d y  o f  T h e o ­
so p h y  ? I  ta k e  i t  th a t  m o st m en  go  iu to  T h e o so p h y  th ro u g h  h a v in g  
p e rc e iv e d  in s t in c tiv e ly  th e  t r u th  o f  som e o u e  o r o th e r  d o c tr in e  w h ic h  
th e y  h av e  e n c o u n te re d . T h is  is m o st a p t to  b e  th e  case w ith  K a rm a  
o r  R e in c a rn a tio n , d o c tr in e s  w h ich  so im m e d ia te ly  co m m en d  th e m ­
se lves to  reaso n  an d  th e  m o ra l sense . T h e y  a re  p e rc e iv e d  to  th ro w  
v a s t l ig h t  on  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  u n iv e rse , a n d  th e ir  in h e re n t  
e x c e llen c e  c re a te s  p re su m p tio n  in  favour o f th e  re s t o f  th e  sy s tem . 
U su a lly  a t  th a t  in itia l s ta g e  m a n y  o th e r  d o c trin e s  a p p e a r  im p ro b a ­
b le  i f  n o t e rro n eo u s , for th e  m in d  h as  n o t y e t h a b itu a te d  its e lf  
to  so ra d ic a lly  c h a n g e d  an  a t ti tu d e . B u t as re a d in g  c o n tin u e s , 
a n d  as m o re  l ig h t  is th e re b y  th ro w n  on  th e  su sp e c te d  d o c tr in e s , 
th e y  b eg in  to  ap p e a r  m o re  ra tio n a l, a n d  as th e  s tu d e n t’s  g ra s p  
o n  p h ilo so p h y  becom es la rg e r  an d  f irm er th e  su sp e c te d  d o c t r in e  
b eco m es firs t p ro b ab le  a n d  th e n  d em o n s tra te d . Y e t o f  co u rse  a s  s t i l l  
n ew  o n es com e in to  view , th e y  a re  for a  tim e  open  to  d o u b t, a n d  la te r  
on  ta k e  th e i r  p lace  as a c ce p te d  a n d  w elcom ed . E v e n  th e n , h o w ev e r, 
th e re  a re  som e d ifficu lties w h ich  n iay  n o t be  so lved . S o m etim es  s ta te ­
m e n ts  p a lp a b ly  e rro n e o u s  a re  m ad e  b y  w rite rs  w hose  u n q u e s tio n ­
ab le  a t ta in m e n ts  m ig h t seem  to  p lace  th e m  b ey o n d  th e  re a c h  
o f  e rro r, a n d  th e  q u es tio n  a r ise s  w h e th e r  a p e rso n  a t  fa u lt in  
o n e  re sp e c t m ay  n o t b e  so in all. O f co u rse  su ch  a  su p p o s itio n  is  
illog ica l, i t  is  even  c h ild ish , for th e  o bv ious a n sw e r is  th a t  in fa l­
lib i li ty  is  th e  p re ro g a tiv e  o n ly  o f  om n isc ien ce , an d  o m n isc ie n ce  
h a s  n o t  y e t b ee n  v o u ch safed  to  h u m a n  b e in g s. I f  th is  co n s id e ra tio n  
is n o t rec o g n ize d , a n d  i f  th e  te n d e n c y  to  su sp ic io n  is  d e lib e ra te ly  
e n c o u ra g e d , th e  m in d  iu  tim e  becom es n o t o n ly  e m b itte re d  b u t  
d iseased , a n d  th e n  i t  loses its  d isc rim in a tin g  p o w er a n d  its  fac u lty  o f  
ju s t  re a so n in g . B u t o b se rv e  in  th is  m a tte r  a  m o s t im p o r ta n t p o in t. 
T h e re  is in  T h e o so p h y  th e  m o st e a rn es t, th e  m o st u rg e n t,  th e  m o s t 
in s is te n t d o c tr in e  th a t  n o  m an  is to  ac ce p t as tru e  w h a t h e  does n o t 
b e liev e  to  be  tru e , th a t  h e  is n o t to  su b s titu te  a u th o r i ty  fo r c o n v ic ­
tio n , a n d  th a t  h e  can  n e v e r  be  ex p e c ted  o r  even  allow ed  to  fo rce  h is  
ow n c o n v ic tio n s  o r  su p p ress  h is  ow n d o u b ts . F a irn e ss , ab so lu te  
u n re se rv e , th e  fu lle s t re c o g n itio n  o f  ev e ry  fac t in  th e  reg io n  o f  e i th e r  
d o u b t o r  c e r ta in ty , th e  f ra n k e s t tr e a tm e n t o f  a ll d ifficu lties and all 
im p ro b a b il i t ie s ; in  sh o rt, th e  m o st u n q u a lif ied  a n d  u n re se rv e d  h a n d ­
l in g  o f  ev e ry  to p ic  a n d  ev e ry  p o in t in  i t ; a ll th is  is  u rg e d  b y  T h e o ­
so p h y . W h y  ? S im p ly  b ecau se  i t  is th e  em b o d im e n t of common



sense . C om m on  sen se  n e v e r  e x a c ts  in te lle c tu a l s lav ery  o r  p u p p e t­
lik e  su b m iss io n  to  s u p e r io r s ; it  does n o t d isc o u n te n a n c e  m a n ly  
in d e p en d e n ce , it  p ro c la im s it. O f co u rse  th is  is a v e ry  d iffe ren t 
th in g  from  m e re  h a b itu a l fa u lt fin d in g , from  th e  su p p o s itio n  th a t  
in d e p e n d e n c e  is  show n by  q u eru lo u ^n ess  o r  sy s tem a tic  d isbe lie f. 
S u c h  a  co n d itio n  is n o t o n ly  u n rea so n ab le , it  is u n h e a l th y ; a n d  
d isease  is  b y  no  m e a n s  a  co n d itio n  to  so u n d  m e n ta l ac tio n .

A s  th e  s tu d e n t  o f  T h e o so p h y  p ro g resses , as m o re  a n d  m o re  p ro ­
b lem s a re  so lved , m o re  a n d  m o re  fac ts  secu red , m o re  a n d  m o re  t r u th  
p e rc e iv e d , th e re  n a tu ra lly  com es a b o u t a n  a s su ra n c e  as to  th e  fu tu re  
w h ich  is  fo u n d ed  on  th e  ex p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  p as t. A s a  tra v e lle r  a s ­
ce n d s  a  m o u n ta in  h e  n o t o n ly  r ise s  above th e  fog an d  m iasm a o f  th e  
p la in , h e  n o t o n ly  rises  in to  c le a re r  l ig h t  an d  h e a lth ie r  a ir, h e  a c ­
q u ires  a n  in c re a s in g ly  w id e n in g  v is io n , o f  ra n g e  o f  s ig h t  o v e r  la rg e r  
te r r i to ry  a n d  m o re  v a rie d  lan d scap e . A s th e  s in c e re  s tu d e n t o f  
T h e o so p h y  le a rn s  a d d itio n a l facts, b ro ad e n s  h is  co n cep tio n  o f  th e  
u n iv e rse  a n d  its  law s, fin d s h is  d o u b ts  ap p e ased  a n d  h is  p ro b lem s 
so lved , h e  w ill u n q u e s tio n a b ly  beco m e m o re  a n d  m o re  in  sy m p a th y  
w ith  th e  g ra n d  p h ilo so p h y  ev e ry  d isc lo su re  o f  w h ich  is  a  c o n tr ib u ­
tion  to  h is  in te lle c t an d  a  so lace  to  h is  sou l ; a n d  n o t  o n ly  w ill h e  re ­
jo ic e  in  th e  possessio n  o f  m o re  t r u th ,  m o re  h e lp , a n d  m o re  ho p e , b u t  
will lo o k  w ith  ev e r  c lea re r  eyes to  th e  u ltim a te  goal w h ich  th e  w ho le  
p h ilo so p h y  fo re te lls  fo r h im , a n d  w ill a n tic ip a te  w ith  sa tis fac tio n , 
p e rh a p s  w ith  jo y , th a t  d is ta n t  d ay  w h en  h e  sh a ll k n o w  even  as  a lso  
he is  k n o w n .

A l e x a n d e r  F u i «u 5r t o n .

MORE OF MME. MON GRUEL’S CLAIRVOYANCE AND 
PROPHECIES.

[ M r .  W .  T .  S t e a d  h a s  b e e n  s o  v e r y  o b l i g i n g  a s  t o  s e n d ,  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  C o l .  O l c o t t ’ s  r e q u e s t ,  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r i p *  

t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  h i m  t o  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  J o u r n a l  ( i s s u e  o f  9t h  S e p t e m b e r )  

o f  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  f a m o u s  “  F r e n c h  S e e r e s s  ”  ( v i d e  T h e o s o p h is t  f o r  

D e c e m b e r  18 9 6 )  a n d  h i s  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  h e r  c l a i r v o y a n t  f a c u l t y .  

N o  t h e o s o p h i s t  v i s i t i n g  P a r i s ,  w h o  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  p a y  h e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  

f e e ,  s h o n l d  m i s s  s e e i n g  h e r  f o r ,  i n  t h e  C o l o n e l ’ s  o p i n i o n ,  s h e  i s  t h e  m o s t  

a c c u r a t e  s e e r e s s  o f  t h e  k i n d  w h o m  h e  h a s  e n c o u n t e r e d .  S h e  k n o w s  

n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  o f  T h e o s o p h y  o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e s  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  

w h i c h  m a k e s  h e r  r e v e l a t i o n s  a l l  t h e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  

k n o w n  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t y  y e a r s  i n  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y ,  a n d  h e r  

g o o d  f a i t h  c a n n o t  b e  d o u b t e d . — E d .  T h e o s o p h is t . ]

MM E . M O N G R U E L , th e  fam ous se e ress  o f  m o d e rn  E u ro p e , re ­
s id e s  a t  6 ru e  C h au ssee  d ’A n tin . S h e  is  now  a n  o ld  la d y  of 

th re e  sc o re  y ea rs  a n d  te n , w hose  re p u ta tio n  as  c la irv o y a n te  a n d  p r o ­
p h e te ss  d a te s  b a c k  from  befo re  th e  d ay s  o f  th e  S eco n d  E m p ire . S h e  
p re d ic te d  th e  a d v e n t o f  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  w h ich  p e rh a p s  d id  n o t re q u ire  
very  g r e a t  p ro p h e tic  in s t in c t ; b u t  from  th a t  tim e  to  th is  sh e  h as  h i t



off w ith  e x tra o rd in a ry  p ro p h e tic  a c c u ra c y  th e  ev e n ts  w h ic h  w ere  t o  
th e  re s t o f  th e  w orld  h id d e n  in  th e  m is t o f  fu tu rity . M m e. M o n - 
g ru e l m a k es  no  p re te n s io n s  to  an y  su p e rn a tu ra l pow ers, n e i th e r  
does sh e  c la im  to  be in sp ire d  b y  th e  A rc h a n g e l G ab rie l, a f te r  th e  
fash io n  o f  a  fam ous c o m p a tr io t o f  h e rs . I  do  n o t k n o w  th a t  sh e  is  
a  s p ir itu a lis t  in  th e  o rd in a ry  sen se  o f  th e  w ord . I n  h e r  n o rm a l 
s ta te  sh e  is a  n o rm a l lady , liv in g  in  e le g a n tly  fu rn is h e d  a p a r tm e n ts  
su r ro u n d e d  by  a u to g ra p h  tr ib u te s  from  tw o g e n e ra tio n s  o f  F re n c h ­
m en . B u t sh e  becom es q u ite  a n o th e r  p e rso n  w h en  in  a  tr a n c e . 
S h e  is v e ry  easily  th ro w n  in to  a  tra n c e . A n y  p e rso n  w ith  a  s tro n g  
w ill can  b r in g  ab o u t th is  co n d itio n  in  w h ich  M m e. M o n g ru e l w h o m  
y o u  h a v e  b ee n  ta lk in g  to  a  few  m in u te s  before, d isap p ea rs . I n  
o th e r  w ords, sh e  goes to  sleep , a n d  w h en  sh e  o p en s  h e r  ey es a  few  
m o m e n ts  la te r , yo u  find  y o u  a re  a d d re ss in g  q u ite  a n o th e r  p e rso n a l­
ity , o r  i t  m ay  be  s tra tu m  o f h e r  o ld  p e rso n a lity , w ho is a d d re ssed  a s  
** la  D o rm eu se .”

L a  D o rm eu se  sp e ak s  w ith  M m e. M o n g ru e rs  vo ice, b u t  s h e  
m ak es  s ta te m e n ts  o f w h ich  n o t o n ly  h as  M m e. M o n g ru e l n o  k n o w ­
led g e  b u t  w h ich  are  o ften  d ia m e tric a lly  o p p o sed  to  th e  in fo rm a tio n  
w h ich  M m e. M o n g ru e l believes. W h e n  th e  tr a n c e  is  o v e r a n d  la  
D o rm eu se  ta k e s  h e r  d e p a r tu re , M m e. M o n g ru e l h as  n o  re m e m b ra n c e  
o f  a n y th in g  w h ich  la  D o rm eu se  sa id  th ro u g h  h e r  lip s . T h is , o f  
cou rse , is th e  o rd in a ry  co n d itio n  o f  th o se  w ho see  v is io n s  w h ile  in  
tra n c e , n o r  is  th e re  a n y th in g  n o v e l in  h e r  co n d itio n  to  ca ll fo r r e ­
m ark . T h e  in te re s t  in  M m e. M o n g ru e l, how ever, lie s  in  th e  fac t 
th a t  w h en  la  D o rm eu se  is in  p o ssessio n  o f  M m e. M o n g ru eP s b o d y , 
sh e  is ab le  to  see m u c h  th a t  is  h id d e n  fro m  th e  eyes o f  o rd in a ry  
m o rta ls . M y a t te n tio n  w as firs t d raw n  to  h e r  b y  th e  a s to n is h in g  
su ccess  w h ich  sh e  ac h ie v ed  iu  th e  case  o f  th e  M a rq u is  d e  M au res. 
A b o u t fo u r y ea rs  ag o  th is  F re n c h  M arq u is  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  a  sm a ll 
c a rav an , d e p a r te d  on  a n  e x p e d itio n  in to  th e  in te r io r  o f  N o r th e rn  
A frica. A fte r  a  tim e  a ll new s ceased , a n d  ru m o u rs  b e g a n  to  c irc u la te  
as to  h is  fate . A  frie n d  o f  m in e  w e n t w ith  th e  re p o r te r  o f  th e  
Gaulois n ew sp a p e r to  see  M m e. M o n g ru e l, a n d  to o k  w ith  h im  a  
b e l t  w h ich  th e  M arq u is  h a d  b een  in  th e  h a b i t  o f  w ea rin g . W h e n  
M m e. M o n g ru e l e n te re d  in to  th e  tra n c e  co n d itio n , m y  frie n d  g av e  
h e r  th e  b e lt, to ld  h e r  n o th in g  b u t th a t  i t  b e lo n g e d  to  a  f rie n d  o f  h is  
w ho  h a d  n o t b ee n  h e a rd  o f  fo r som e tim e , a n d  h e  w ish e d  to  k n o w  
w h e th e r  sh e  co u ld  g ive  h im  a n y  in fo rm a tio n  as  to  h is  sa fe ty  o r  
o th e rw ise . L a  D o rm eu se  b eg a n  b y  d e s c r ib in g  th e  p e rso n a l appear*  
an c e  o f  th e  M arqu is , a n d  th e n  sa id  th a t  sh e  m u s t c ro ss th e  seas, a n d  
go in to  a  fa r c o u n try  w h ere  i t  w as v e ry  h o t. S h e  th e n  d esc rib ed  th e  
o w n er o f  th e  b e lt  as r id in g  a  h o rse  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  a  sm a ll ca ra v a n  
ac ro ss  a v e ry  h o t c o u n try , to w ard s  a  rav in e . S h e  becam e v e ry  e x ­
cited , a n d  c rie d  o u t to  h im  a n x io u s ly  n o t to  a d v a n c e  to  th e  ra v in e , 
a s  th e re  w ere  d a rk  fe a tu re d  m en  w ho  w ere  in  am b u sh  b e h in d  th e  
rav in e , w h o  w ou ld  in e v ita b ly  a t ta c k  h im . I t  w as ju s t  a s  i f  sh e  w as



w a tc h in g  th e  a d v a n ce  o f a  ca rav an  p h o to g ra p h e d  for • th e  c in e m a to ­
g ra p h . H e r  a t te m p t to  s ta y  th e  p a r ty  d id  n o t, o f  course , a r re s t th e ir  
p ro g re ss , a n d  sh e  th e n  d e sc rib e d  th e ir  e n try  in to  th e  defile, th e  su d d e n  
a t ta c k  fro m  th e  am b u sh e d  foe, an d  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  b a ttle . S h e  d e s ­
c r ib e d  h o w  th e  M a rq u is  fell, th e  n u m b e r  o f  h is  w ounds, a n d  th e  w ho le  
s c e n e . H e r  d e s c r ip tio n  w as p u b lish e d  in  th e  Gaulois o f  23rd Ju n e , 
a t  a  t im e  w h en  n o  o n e  in  P a r is  k n e w  a n y th in g  o f  w h a t h a d  b efa llen  
t h e  M arq u is . T e n  d ay s la te r , in te llig e n c e  a r r iv e d  from  T u n is  in  a  
s p e c ia l  te le g ra m  to  th e  Figaro, w h ic h  d esc rib ed  th e  w h o le  c a ta s ­
t r o p h e  in  te rm s  w h ich  w ere  p ra c tic a lly  th e  sam e as th o se  u sed  b y  
M m e . M o n g ru e l d ay s  befo re . H e n c e  w h en  th e  new s a rr iv e d  o f  th e  
a l le g e d  m a ssac re  o f  th e  L e g a tio n s  in  P e k in g , i t  o cc u rre d  to  m e 
th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  a n  a d m ira b le  o p p o r tu n ity  to  te s t  th e  c la irv o y a n t 
fa c u ltie s  o f  M m e. M o n g ru e l b y  a s c e r ta in in g  w h e th e r  sh e  co u ld  g iv e  
a n y  in fo rm a tio n  on  th e  su b je c t w h ic h  p reo c cu p ie d  p u b lic  a t te n t io n .

A  d ifficu lty , how ever, arose . A s  a  b lo o d h o u n d  n ee d s  som e trac e , 
so  a  c la irv o y a n t re q u ire s  so m e a r tic le  w h ich  h a s  b e lo n g ed  to  o r  
b e e n  to u c h e d  b y  so m e o f  th e  p e rso n s  c o n c e rn e d  ; a n d  a l th o u g h  o n e  
o f  m y  fr ie n d s  is  th e  se co n d  in  c o m m an d  a t  o n e  o f  th e  F o re ig n  
E m b a ss ie s , I  h a d  n o th in g  b e lo n g in g  to  h im  in  m y  po ssessio n  in  
P a r is .  H o w ev er, I  th o u g h t  i t  w o u ld  b e  in te re s tin g  to  see  w h a t sh e  
c o u ld  do  w ith o u t a n y  trac e , so  c u t t in g  o u t th e  n am es o f  th e  M in is­
t e r s  w ho  h a d , i t  w as b e liev ed , b ee n  m assacred , a l th o u g h  n o  a d e q u a te  
in te l l ig e n c e  h a d  b ee n  rece iv ed , I  fo lded  th e  sh re d  o f  n ew sp a p e r 
so  th a t  th e  n am es cou ld  n o t b e  seen , a n d  h ie d  m e to  th e  D e lp h ic  
ca v e .

M m e. M o n g ru e l d id  n o t k n o w  w ho  I  w as. I  to o k  w ith  m e an  
in te r p re te r ,  so th a t  w e h ad  tw o w itn e sses  to  e v e ry th in g  sh e  sa id . I  
e x p la in e d  th a t  I  w as a n x io u s  a b o u t som e frie n d s  o f  m in e  ; th a t  I  
w ish e d  to  see  w h e th e r  sh e  cou ld  te ll  m e a n y th in g  ab o u t th e m . S h e  
a s k e d  a t  o n c e  fo r so m e a r tic le  w h ich  h a d  b ee n  in  c o n ta c t w ith  a n y  
o f  th e m . I  sa id  I  h a d  n o th in g  o f  th e  k in d , b u t  th a t  I  co u ld  g iv e  h e r  
th e  n a m e s  o n  th e  fo lded  s lire d  o f  n ew sp a p er, a n d  sh e  sh o u ld  t r y  
w h a t sh e  co u ld  do. T h is  w as o n  J u ly  7 th . S h e  sa id  i t  w as v e ry  
d ifficu lt, b u t  th a t  sh e  w o u ld  try  w h a t sh e  co u ld  do. S h e  to o k  th e  
n e w sp a p e r  c u t t in g  in  h e r  h a n d , a n d  ro lled  it o v e r  a n d  o v e r  in  h e r  
p a lm , b u t  n e v e r  o p en e d  it, n o r  lo o k ed  to  see  w ho  w ere  th o se  n am ed . 
S h e  b e g a n  :—

“ T h e s e  p eo p le  a re  in  g re a t tro u b le . T h is  ta k e s  m e a  lo n g  w ay  
off, o v e r  m a n y  seas, a n d  la n d s , to  a v e ry  h o t co u n try . T h e  p eo p le  
th e re  a re  o f  a ll co lou rs . I  th in k  i t  is  C h ina . T h e re  is  g re a t c o n ­
fu sio n  a n d  b lo o d sh ed , b u t  I  c a n n o t d is t in g u ish  c le a rly  w h a t is g o in g  
o n .”

“  T e l l  m e ,” I  sa id , “ w h e th e r  th e y  a re  a liv e  o r  d e a d .”
“  T h e y  a re  a liv e ,” sh e  sa id , “ b u t  th e y  m ay  b e  k ille d  a t a n y  

m o m en t. I  c a n n o t te ll y o u  m ore, u n le ss  y o u  can  g e t m e  som e a r t i ­
cle w h ich  b e lo n g s  to  th e m .”



S o  I  d e p a r te d  a u d  tr ie d  to  fin d  so m e o n e  w ho  co u ld  g iv e  m e  t h e  
n ec essa ry  trac e . A fte r  b e in g  th w a r te d  in  m a n y  d ire c tio n s , I  fo u n d  
C o u n t C assin i, w ho  g av e  m e  th re e  sm a ll s h re d s  o f  ye llow  s ilk , w h ic h  
h e  w as good  en o u g h  to  c u t o ff from  th e  f r in g e d  ta sse l o f  a  b e a u tifu l ,  
ca rv ed , iv o ry  sc en t-b o x , w h ich  h a d  b een  g iv e n  h im  b y  th e  p r e s e n t  
E m p e ro r  o f  C h in a .’*

I  w e n t b ac k  to  M m e. M o n g ru e l, on  31st Ju ly , a n d  a f te r  s h e  h a d  
b ee n  th ro w n  in to  a  tra u c e , sa id  I  w ish ed  fo r som e m o re  in fo rm a tio n  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  p eo p le  a b o u t w hom  I  h a d  e n q u ire d  a t  th e  p re v io u s  
s i t t in g .

“  T h e n  I  go to  th e  T ra n sv a a l o r  to  C h in a ,” sh e  sa id .
“ Y es,” I  sa id , “  b u t h e re  is so m e th in g  th a t  com es from  th e  p la c e  

w h ere  th e y  a re .”
I  gave h e r  th e  t in y  sh re d s  o f  s ilk , a n d  s h e  sa id  :
“ T h is  ta k e s  m e to  C h ina . A g a in  I  see  a  sc en e  o f  g re a t con-? 

fu s io n  a n d  o f  b lo o d sh ed . T h e re  a re  m a n y  p eo p le  k illed , b o th  
w o m en  a n d  c h ild re n .”

A t th a t  tim e, I  m ay  p rem ise , th e  te le g ra m s h a d  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  
from  S h a n g h a i, w h ich  d e sc rib e d  w ith  d e ta ils  h o w  th e  E m p e ro r  h a d  
b ee n  p o iso n ed  a n d  th e  E m p re ss  w as m ad , a n d  T u a n  w as re ig n in g  a s  
E m p e ro r  iu  h is  s te ad . T h e  sh re d  o f  s ilk  cam e fro m  th e  ta sse l g iv e n  
to  C o u n t C assin i w h en  h e  w as R u ss ian  A m b assad o r in  P e k in g , b y  
th e  y o u n g  E m p e ro r . I  a sk ed  w h e th e r  sh e  co u ld  see  to  w h o m  t h e  
s ilk  b e lo n g ed . S h e  sa id  a t  o n ce  :

“  T h is  h a s  b e lo n g ed  to  so m e o n e  w ho  w as in  p o sse ss io n  o f  
a u th o r i ty  in  th e  m id s t o f  th is  tro u b le . H e  is  a  y o u n g  m a n  ; w ho  is  
in  a  g re a t p o s itio n . H e  is  in  a  w ay  re sp o n s ib le  fo r w h a t is  g o in g  o n , 
a n d  y e t h e  is  n o t th e  c h ie f  a g e n t.”

“  C an  y o u  d esc rib e  h im  ? ” I  a sk ed .
“ Y es,” sh e  sa id . “ H is  c o u n te n a n c e  is  a s  i f  i t  w ere  s u n b u r n t ,  

v e ry  b ro w n , a n d  h e  h a s  b la c k  eyes w ith  v e ry  b la c k  eyebrow s, a n d  
v e ry  b la c k  h a ir .”

I  sa id , “  D o y o u  th in k  h e  is a  E u ro p e a n  o r  C h in ese  ?”
141 co u ld  n o t say ,” sh e  sa id . “  I  sh o u ld  th in k  h e  is  a  E u ro p e a n , 

b u t  h is  s k in  is  so b ro n ze d  th a t  i t  is  d ifficu lt to  sa y .”
T h e n  I  sa id  “ C an y o u  te ll  m e  w h e th e r  h e  is  a liv e  o r  d ea d  ? ”
“ H e  is  a liv e ,” sh e  sa id . “  H e  se em e d  to  b e  d ead , b u t  h e  w a s  

n o t  d e a d , a n d  h e  is now  alive , b u t  h e  is  n o t re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e  
m a ssac re s  th a t  a re  g o in g  on . I  see  a n o th e r  o n e  m u c h  d a rk e r  th a n  
h e , w ho  is  l ik e  a  dem o n . H e  w ea rs  v e ry  l i t t le  c lo th es , a n d  h e  is  
c ry in g  k ill , k ill , k ill . I t  is  v e ry  c u r io u s ,” sh e  sa id , “  a l th o u g h  h e  
is  c a u s in g  a ll th e se  h o rro rs  h e  d o es n o t th in k  h e  is  d o in g  w ro n g . 
O n  th e  c o n tra ry , h e  th in k s  h e  is  d o in g  a  n o b le  a c tio n  fo r th e  g o o d  
o f  h is  c o u n try .”

T h e n  I  s a i d : “  C an  y o u  see  w h e th e r  th e  am b assa d o rs  a re  d ea d  
o r  a liv e  ?”

“ T h e y  a re  a liv e ,” sh e  rep lied . “ A ll ro u n d  th e m  is  co n fu s io n



and tre a c h e ry , b u t  tb e y  a re  k e p t in  th e  h o llo w  o f  h is  h a n d  a s  h o s t­
ages. T h e y  a re  n o t d e a d .’*

S he th e n  w e n t on  to  d esc rib e  w h a t sh e  saw  a s  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  
the w ar, b n t  th is  I  w ill leave  o v e r  fo r  th e  p re s e n t.

A fte r  so m e d e lay , I  su c ce ed ed  in  o b ta in in g  from  F a th e r  E n d e a -  
vourer C la rk , o f  th e  C h ris t ia n  E n d e a v o u r  C o n v e n tio n , th e  le t te r  o f  
safe c o n d u c t w h ich  h e  rec e iv e d  from  th e  R u ss ia n  A m b a ssa d o r  a t  
Peking, a n d  a  ca rd  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  M in is te r. B y  th is  t im e  i t  w as 
universally  b e liev e d  th a t  a ll th e  m in is te rs  h a d  b ee n  k ille d . A  lo n g  
telegram  from  S h a n g h a i w h ich  re a c h e d  E u ro p e  o n  16th J u ly ,  h a d  
described h o w  ev e ry  E u ro p e a n  h a d  b ee n  m a ssac red  w ith  a ll im a g in ­
able a tro c itie s  b y  th e  C h in ese  Im p e r ia l tro o p s  a n d  B o x ers . M m e. 
M ongruel w as ju s t  g o in g  to  b ed  w h en  I  ca lled , a n d  sh e  w as v e ry  
tired an d  r a th e r  d e m u rre d  to  try in g  a  s i t t in g  th a t  n ig h t.  B u t in  
deference to  m y  e n tre a tie s , sh e  c o n se n te d  to  see  w h a t sh e  co u ld  g e t; 
As soon as  sh e  w e n t in to  a tra n c e , w ith o u t to u c h in g  th e  le t te r s  o r  
the card, sh e  s a i d :

44 I  see  th e  B ritish  A m b assad o r. H e  is in  co m m an d . H e  is  
still alive, a n d  h is  w ife a n d  c h ild re n  : b u t  h e  is  in  g re a t p e rp le x ­
ity and  a la rm . H e  d o es n o t k n o w  b u t  th a t  a t  a n y  m o m e n t th e  
place m ay  b e  ru sh e d  b y  th e  C h in ese , a n d  h e  h a s  a  w ea p o n  c lo se  to : 
his r ig h t h a n d  w ith  w h ich  h e  is  d e te rm in e d  th a t  sh o u ld  th e  C h in ese  
break in to  th e  L e g a tio n , h e  w ill sh o o t f irs t h is  w ife a n d  th e n  h is  
two c h ild re n . H e  h a s  firm ly  m ade  u p  h is  m in d  to  do  th is .”

“ D o y o u  se e  h is  w ife ? ” I  sa id .
44 Y es,” sh e  sa id , 41 sh e  is  v e ry  ca lm , a n d  is  n o t so  a n x io u s  

as h er h u sb a n d . I n  fact, i t  is  v e ry  cu rio u s , b u t  sh e  is  m u c h  
more a fra id  o f  h im  th a n  sh e  is  o f  th e  C h in ese , fo r sh e  th in k s  
it is q u ite  p o ss ib le  th a t  som e fa lse  a la rm  m ig h t com e, a n d  h e  
m ight ta k e  th e i r  lives  to  save  th e m  fro m  to r tu re s , w h ich  m ig h t n o t 
really b e  im m in e n t. S h e  is  a  la d y  w ho h a s  h a d  m u c h  tro u b le , b u t  
she is su s ta in e d  b y  a  co n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  p re se n c e  o f  p eo p le  w ho  
have p a s se d  o u t o f  th is  life. I  see a m an  a n d  th re e  c h ild re n  w ho  
seem v e ry  n e a r  to  h e r , a n d  w ho s u p p o r t h e r  in  th e  m id s t o f  h e r  
trouble.”

A t th a t  t im e  I  m ay  say  I  w as n o t aw are , a l th o u g h  th e  in tex p re- 
ter w ho a c c o m p a n ie d  m e  w as, o f  th e  fac t th a t  L ad y  M acd o n a ld ’s p r e ­
vious h u s b a n d  a n d  th re e  .ch ild re n  h a d  d ie d  o f  ch o le ra  w h en  th e y  
were in  P e rs ia . T h e n  I  gav e  la  D o rm eu se  firs t th e  R u ss ia n  A m b as­
sador’s  le t te r ,  a n d  th e n  th e  A m e ric a n  M in is te r 's  ca rd . N e ith e r  o f  
them se em e d  to  ad d  in  a n y  w ay  to  h e r  k n o w led g e . S h e  sa id  :

44 N o , th e se  p eo p le  a re  in  th e  firs t p lace . T h e y  a re  b o th  b e h in d  
the B ritish  A m b assad o r. H e  is  in  th e  fro n t. T h e y  a re  u n d e r  h is  
roof. I t  is  th e  B r itish  A m b assad o r w hom  th e  C h in ese  m o st h a te .” 

T h e n  I  sa id  : 44 A re  a n y  o f  th e m  d ea d  ? ”
* N o ,” sh e  s a id ,44 n o n e  o f  th o se  in  th e  L e g a tio n . T h e re  a re  

many d ea d , b u t  n o t  am b assa d o rs . T h e re  h a s  b e e n  g re a t f ig h tin g
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b u t now  it  is  n o t so bad . T h e  o rd e r  w as g iv en  to  k ill  all, b u t th e y  
h e s ita te d , a n d  th e u  a n o th e r  o rd e r  w as g iv e n  to  sp a re  th e ir  liv e s , 
b u t  k ee p  th e m  safe as h o s ta g es . A ll ro u n d  th e m  th e re  a re  C h in e se  
tro o p s , w ho  a re  v e ry  tre a c h e ro u s , w ho do  n o t k n o w  w h y  th e y  h a v e  
b e e n  o rd e re d  to  sp a re  th e ir  liv e s  a n d  w ho  a re  w a it in g  ev e ry  m in u te  
fo r  th e  o rd e r  to  fin ish  th e  m a ssac re .”

“  A re  th e y  su ffe rin g  from  w a n t o f  food ? ” I  a sk ed .
“ N o ,” sh e  sa id , “ th e y  h av e  p le n ty  o f  food* A s th e y  h a v e  to  

b e  sp a re d , th e y  a re  n o t to  be s ta rv e d  to  d e a th .”
T h e n  I  a sk ed  : “  W ill th e  o rd e r  e v e r  b e  g iv e n  fo r th e m  to  b e  

k i l l e d ? ”
“ Y es,” sh e  sa id , “  i t  w ill be g iv en , b u t  it  w ill n o t b e  e x e c u te d . 

A t least, I  do  n o t see  a n y  o f  th e m  d e a d .”
“ C an  y o u  lo o k  m o re  c lo se ly ,” I  sa id , “ a n d  te ll m e  h o w  i t  is  

th a t  th e y  w ill n o t  b e  k ille d  ? ”
“ T h e  co -a llie s ,” sh e  sa id , “ w ill a d v a n ce  u p o u  P e k in g . T h e y  

w ill re a c h  th e  cityr, a u d  th e y  w ill a t ta c k , a n d  w h en  th e y  b e g in  
th e  a t ta c k , th e  o rd e r  w ill b e  g iv en  to  k il l  th e  am b assa d o rs , b u t  a t  
th a t  m o m e n t w h en  th e  C h in ese  tro o p s  a re  a b o u t to  a t ta c k  t h e  
L e g a tio n s , a  su d d e n  p a n ic  se izes th e m , a n d  th e y  fly, a n d  t h e  
am b assa d o rs  a p p e a r  to  be  sav ed . A t least, I  see  n o n e  o f  th e m  
dead . I t  is  c u r io u s ,” sh e  sa id , as sh e  seem ed  to  p e e r  in to  th e  d i s ­
ta n ce , “  th a t  th e re  a re  n o  G e rm a n s  in  th e  co -a llie s’ a rm y  th a t  is  
a t ta c k in g  P e k in g . T h e y  m u s t be  in  som e o th e r  p a r t  o f  th e  fie ld . 
T h e y  a re  v a l ia n t  w arrio rs , a n d  th e y  w ill a c h ie v e  g re a t v ic to r ie s , 
b u t  I  do  n o t see th e m  in  P e k in g . T h e re  a re  E n g lish  a n d  R u s s ia n s  
a n d  F re n c h , th e se  I  see, b u t  no  G erm a u s . I  do  n o t k u o w  h o w  
th a t  is .”

I t  w as n o t u n ti l  se v e ra l day s a f te r  th a t  th e  n ew s re a ch ed  E u ro p e  
th a t  a ll th e  am b assa d o rs  w ere  safe, a n d  th a t  in  th e  co m p o site  a rm y  
w h ich  h a d  b ee n  to  th e  re lie f  o f  P e k in g  th e re  w as n o  G erm a n  c o n ­
t in g e n t .

W h e n  la  D o rm eu se  d isa p p ea re d , a n d  M m e. M o n g ru e l re a p p e a r ­
ed , sh e  a sk e d  a n x io u s ly  w h a t la D o rm eu se  h a d  sa id . I  to ld  h e r  
th a t  la  D o rm eu se  h a d  g iv en  u s  v e ry  good  new s, a n d  sh e  sa id  t h a t  
th e  am b assa d o rs  w ere  a ll a liv e  a n d  w ou ld  n o t b e  k ille d .

“  I  d o n ’t  b e liev e  a  w ord  o f  i t ,” sa id  M m e. M o n g ru e l. “  I  a m  
q u ite  su re  th a t  th e y  a re  dead . D o n ’t  y ou  th in k  so ? ”

“  Y es ,”  I  sa id , “  I  sh o u ld  h av e  th o u g h t so i f  la  D o rm eu se  h a d  
n o t sa id  th e  o p p o site , b u t  sh e  w as r ig h t  a t  th e  p rev io u s  se an c es , 
w h en  w e w ere  w ro n g , a n d  sh e  m ay  b e  r ig h t  a g a in .”

“ I t  is v e ry  c u r io u s ,” sh e  sa id . “ Y o u  m u s t w a it a n d  see .”
N ow  to  re v e r t to  th e  se an c e  o f  31st J u ly .  A fte r  M m e. M o n ­

g ru e l h a d  d esc rib ed  th e  sc en e  o f  co n fu s io n  a n d  b lo o d sh e d  a t  P e ­
k in g , I  a sk e d  h e r  w h e th e r  sh e  co u ld  see  a n y th in g  as  to  th e  fu tu re .

“ Y es ,” sh e  sa id , “ th e re  is  g o in g  to  b e  a  v e ry  g re a t w ar w ith  
m u c b  b lo o d sh e d ,”



“ R e a l ly ! ” I  sa id . “ W h e n ? ”
“ I t  h a s  a lre a d y  b e g u n ,” sh e  sa id . “ T h is  is  th e  firs t a c t.”
“ T e ll m e ,” I  sa id , “ how  it  w ill com e a b o u t.”
“ T h e  a llie d  a rm y ,” sh e  sa id , “ w ill f igh t, a n d  w ill b e a t th e  

Chinese. T h e y  w ill b e a t C h in a  te rr ib ly , b u t  th e y  w ill n o t d e s tro y  
her a lto g e th e r . T h e y  w ill p a rd o n  h e r . R u ss ia  a n d  G e rm a n y  w ill 
take p ieces, b u t  th e y  w ill leave C h in a  s ti l l  s ta n d in g  as a n  E m p ire . 
The tim e w ill com e, p e rh a p s  a t  th e  e n d  o f  a year, w h en  th e  J a p a n e se  
will re tire , v e ry  w ell p le a se d  w ith  th em se lv es , a n d  th e y  w ill ta k e  
no m ore p a r t  in  th e  w ar a g a in s t C h in a . T h e n  y o u  w ill th in k  th a t  
there is g o in g  to  b e  peace, b u t th e re  w ill n o t b e  peace , fo r th e  w a r  
which h a s  b e g u n  in  th e  E a s t  w ill b eg in  ag a in  in  th e  W e s t o f  C h in a , 
and th is  t im e  th e  T u rk s  w ill be  in  a n d  th e  fa te  o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le  w ill 
be decided. I t  w ill b e  a  g re a t w ar, a n d  te rr ib le . I  do  n o t lik e  to  
look,” sh e  sa id , “  i t  is  to o  aw ful, fo r i t  is  a  w a r  a ll ro u n d  th e  w o rld . 
Ah, m y p o o r  F ra n c e ,” sh e  sa id , “ I  w ill n o t lo o k  fu r th e r  ; I  c a n n o t 
bear to  see .”

“ W h y ? ”  I  sa id .
“ N o ,” sh e  sa id , “ I  d a re  n o t lo o k .”
“ T h e n ,” I  sa id , “ te ll  m e a b o u t m y  c o u n try , E n g la n d .”
“ E n g la n d  w ill su ffe r te r r ib ly ,” sh e  sa id , “  in  m o n ey , iu  t e r r i ­

tory, in  m e n  a n d  p re s tig e , a n d  a t  o n e  tim e  in  th e  w ar s h e  w ill b e  so  
nearly b e a te n  th a t  sh e  w ill th in k  o f  r e t i r in g  fro m  th e  figh t. B u t 
she w ill ra lly  h e r  fo rces, a n d  b e g in  f ig h tin g  a g a in , a n d  in  th e  e n d  
will com e o ff v ic to r io u s ; b u t  n o t w ith o u t g re a t lo sses. R u ss ia  a lso  
will suffer te rr ib ly , even  m o te  th a n  E n g la n d . G e rm a n y  w ill su ffe r 
severely, b u t  s h e  w ill g a in  m o s t from  th e  w ar o f  a l l .”

"  W ill th e  U n ite d 'S ta te s  be in  i t ,” I  a sk ed .
“ Y es,” sh e  sa id , “  b u t  th e y  w ill n o t suffer. T h e y  w ill m a k e  

others su ffe r.”
“ A n d  th e  o th e r  P o w ers ,” I  a sk ed .
“ T h e y  w ill a ll be  in , b u t  in  a  sm a lle r  w ay . A u s tr ia  w ill ta k e  

^ la rger p a r t  in  th e  w ar in  som e m o n th s  th a n  sh e  is  d o in g  now , b u t  
Italy  w ill a lw ays ta k e  a  sm a ll p a r t ,  a n d . i t  w ill n o t  co n c e rn  h e r  so  
much. B u t F ra n c e , p o o r F ra n c e ,” sh e  sa id .

M ore th a n  th a t  I  co u ld  n o t g e t o u t  o f  h e r.
S h e  e x p e c te d  th e  w a r  w o u ld  n o t e n d  fo r tw o  y ea rs . A t f irs t 

she sa id  tw e lv e  m o n th s , b u t  a t  th e  seco n d  s i t t in g  sh e  sa id  tw elv e  
m onths fo r th e  w ar in  C h in a  a n d  a n o th e r  tw e lv e  m o n th s  fo llo w in g  
on for th e  u n iv e rsa l w ar, w h ich  is to  b re a k  o u t a n d  “ in v o lv e  b o th  
hem ispheres in  r u in .”

O f c o u rse  y o u  c a n n o t a rg u e  w ith  a  p ro p h e te ss . Y o u  can  o n ly  
disbelieve h e r  i f  you  lik e . B u t i t  is w o rth  n o tin g  th a t  la s t  D e­
cember M m e. M o n g ru e l, w h en  co n su lte d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  T ra n s v a a l 
war, p re d ic te d  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  a  w ar in  C h in a  a n d  e x p re sse d  h e r  
aston ishm ent th a t  th e  P o w ers  w hom  sh e  e x p e c te d  to  b e  f ig h tin g  
amongst th e m se lv es  w ould  be a ll f ig h tin g  a g a in s t C h in a . T h a t  is-



o n  rec o rd  a n d  w as p r in te d  on  D ecem b er 15th la s t in  a  P a r is  p a p e r ,  
L ' Echo d e  P A u - d e la  et (flci-bas, now  ly in g  befo re  m e. O f c o u r s e  
a  p e rso n  m a y  p ro p h e c y  r ig h tly  o n ce  o r  tw ice  o r  th r ic e , a n d  b e  
e n tire ly  o u t  o f  i t  th e  fo u rth  tim e , b u t  M m e. M o n g ru e l’s p r e v io u s  
su c ce sses  a n d  esp ec ia lly  h e r  p e rs is te n t  a s se r tio n  th a t  th e  a m b a s s a ­
d o rs  w ere  a liv e  w h en  sh e  h e rse lf  a n d  b o th  h e r  v is ito rs  w ere  co u ^  
v in c e d  th e y  w ere  d e a d y to g e th e r  w ith  th is  p ro p h e c y  in  D e c e m b e r , 
ju s t ify  so m e  d eg re e  o f  u n e a s in e ss  as  to  w h e th e r  o r  n o t th e  b a t t le  o f  
A rm ag e d d o n  m a y  n o t b e  n e a re r  to  u s  th a n  a n y o n e  h a s  v e n tu re d  to  
be lieve . . . ,

W . T . S t e a d .

THE GREAT YEAR OF THE ANCIENTS, AND OUR 
PRESENT MINOR MANVANTARA .

[Concludedfront p . 223]
“ M a k e  t h y  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  O  L a n o o ,  i f  t h o u  w o u l d s t  l e a n t  t h e  c o r r e c t  

a g e  o f  t h y  s m a l l  w h e e l . ”

W E  h a v e  seen  h o w  th e  n u m b e rs  27, 28, a u d  432 a re  to  be  u n d e r ­
s to o d  in  th e  H in d u  c a lc u la t io n s—th e  n e x t in s ta n c e  w ill p o in t  

o u t  w h ere  th e i r  o th e r  c e le b ra te d  factor, 71, com es in . A m o n g  th e  
e x o te r ic  H in d u  c h ro n o lo g ica l sch em es i t  f ig u re s  as  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
y u g a s  in  th e  M a n v a n ta ra ; a n d  th is  a p p e a rs  to  b e  th e  fac t—-b u t n o t  
a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  u su a lly  u n d e rs to o d . F ra n c o is  A rag o  * sa y s  t h a t  
am o n g  o th e r  v a lu e s  as s ig n ed  to  th e  G re a t Y ea r, som e m a d e  i t
6,570,000 y ea rs . L e t u s  su p p o se  th is  to  b e  o n e  o f  th e  va lues a s s ig n e d  
to  th e  y u g a s ;  m u lt ip ly in g  i t  b y  71, a n d  d iv id in g  th e  p ro d u c t b y  
5»i83, a d d  th e  q u o tie n t a s  above. Im m e d ia te ly  th e  M a n v a n ta ra  
s p r in g s  in to  v iew , a n d  w e see  th a t  th e  su m  o f  th e  s a n d h is  w ill g o  
in to  i t  5184 tim e s  w ith o u t a  re m a in d e r—th a t  is, 4 3 2 x 1 2 ;  w h ic h  fo r  
s in g le  s a n d h is  w ou ld  b e  432 x 24, ea ch  b e in g , a c c o rd in g  to  th i s  
sch em e , 45,000 y ea rs . I t  m u s t b e  re m e m b e re d  th a t  w e a re  n o t  
d e a lin g  w ith  a n y  a b so lu te  v a lu e  o f  th e  tw ilig h t p e r io d s , b u t  o n ly  
w ith -su c h  a s  w ere  u se d  fo r  p u rp o se s  o f  c o n c e a lm e n t a u d  m y s te ry ; 
a s  e x p la in e d  in  n o te  (c).

S o m e w rite rs  h a v e  b e e n  dece iv ed  th ro u g h  a  fa lse  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  
a s tro n o m ic a l c a lc u la tio n  h a v in g  b een  g iv e n  to  n u m b e rs  w h ich  w e re  
re a lly  m e a n t to  ex p re ss  th e  G re a t Y ea r in  a  v e iled  form  o r  m a n n e r . 
T h u s  w e a re  to ld  th a t  “  F ro m  o b se rv a tio n s  ta k e n  d u r in g  th e  p r e c e s ­
s io n  th ro u g h  se v e ra l d eg rees, th e  H in d u s  w ere  firs t in d u c e d  tb  
su p p o se  th a t  th e  p recess io n  to o k  p la ce  a t  th e  ra te  o f  s ix ty  y e a rs  id  
a  d eg re e , o r  1,800 in  a  Z od iaca l s ig n ..............  A n d  S ir  W . J o n e s  i n ­
fo rm s us, fro m  a n  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e i r  p e rio d s , th a t  th is  Was th e  
fa te  a t  w h ich  th e y  rec k o n e d .” B u t w e a re  a lso  to ld  th a t  “  th e  H in d u s
............to o k  te n  s ig n s  o f  th e  Z od iac , o r  te n  tim e s  . . . .  th e  p re c e s-
s io n a l y ea rs  in  a  s ig n , . . . . t h u s  m a k in g  th e i r  N e ro s  y e a r  te n

• “ Pop. Astron,” Vol. II, p. 771, Longman’s ed. 1858.



periods, to answer to the ten s i g n s a n d  thus obtained a period of
18,000 years, or the half of what Syncellus and Abydenus tell us the 
Chaldeans used;* and the same as the Great Year of the Mexi­
cans. It is true the time was 18,000—not that the equinox took that 
long to run through the constellations, but that in the period thus 
obscurely pointed out, there were that many Sidereal years of the 
Indian value 25,920; for this at once quotes the whole value of the 
Manvantara. It was all very simple ; but the astute Sir W. Jones 
and his admirers and followers did not see through it—while the 
initiated doubtless laughed in their sleeves.

The next instance is one where the twilights, used as a blind, 
are to be subtracted; and in this case we reach what was concealed 
under the many fables wherein 500 years figure as the primary num­
bers, and 26,000 as the apparent value of the Great Year ; but which 
was not the time really meant. Divide the 26,000 by 325, subtract the 
quotient from it, and at once we see that the Hindu 18,000 preces- 
sional periods were meant. Moreover, if 325 is the sum of the dupli­
cated sandhis which it, would contain, there were, of course, 650 in 
all; and this last number is itself one of those quoted as the life of 
tl}e Phoenix, and therefore may next be dealt with.

We find this number among the British Druids ; and the most- 
extraordinary peculiarity which their architectural remains, known 
as the Drtlidical Circles, possess, is that of their agreement in the 
number of the stones of which they consist, with the ancient astro­
nomical cycles. The remains of the Circle at Abury make a total of 
650 stones, and from the manner of the arrangement of this and 
other similar circles, the numbers are not accidental.! Some­
times the ancients gave their astronomical cycles in full, and at 
others they simply gave some number which was an aliquot part of 
them; and this number 650 appears to be an instance of the latter 
—in which case it ought to be 650.38, and sixteen multiples of it are 
very exactly 534 synodic periods of Jupiter and Saturn. But 36 
periods of 650 years are 23,400, which appears to have been one of 
the ancient values assigned to the precessional period. Multiply it 
by 20,000, divide the product by 325 as in the last instance, and sub­
tract the quotient; then the primary number again emerges. More­
over, the single sandhis will be 650 in the whole, and their duplica­
ted amount is the same as the number of minutes in a thousand, 
days—a sort of arrangement the ancients seem to have been particu­
larly partial to.

Another value of the Phoenix Period was 654 years no 
doubt adopted because it is a luni-solar cycle which returns the new 
moon to the same day of the month according to the Julian calendar, 
with great accuracy. But forty of these periods make one ofthe

• “ Anacal,” Vol. I, chap. ii, Sect. v, pp. 234, 235, 239. •
t  “ Celtic Druids,” chap. vi, Sect* xiii., pp. 239-241 j and 11 Anacal.” pp. 238*9,
J Cf. Suidas,



a n c ie n t eq u in o c tia l cyc les ; a n d  i f  th is  be  m u lt ip lie d  b y  18,000, t h e  
p ro d u c t d iv id e d  b y  109, a n d  th e  q u o tie n t su b tra c te d , w e h a v e  t h e  
M an v an ta ra  a s  u su a l. A n d  in  th is  in s ta n c e  th e  H in d u  a n d  C h a ld e a n  
n u m b e r  4,320,000 is  th e  su m  o f  th e  d u p lic a te d  tw ilig h ts  ; sh o w in g  a  
v e ry  good  rea so n  w h y  654 w as u sed .

A g a in  ; th e re  is a  J u l ia n  lu n i-so la r  cyc le  o f  540 years, w h ic h  
h a s  a lso  b ee n  u sed  in  a  s im ila r  w ay * a n d  ca lled  th e  life  o f  t h e  
P h ceu ix , a s  u su a l. B u t fo rty -e ig h t o f  th e se  m a k e  th e  e x a c t H i n d u  
S id e re a l y ea r , 25,920 ; w h ich  m u lt ip lie d  b y  18,000 g iv es th e  r e q u ir e d  
su m , as a lre a d y  seen .

N o n n u s  say s  th a t  th e  G re a t Y e a r is 456 co m m o n  y e a rs  f  iu  
le n g th , w h ich  m u s t h av e  a rise n  from  th e  fac t th a t  su c h  is  t h e  
n u m b e r  o f  J u l ia n  y ea rs  in  o n e  o f  th e  sh o r te r  cy c les  w h ic h  r e tu rn  t h e  
five p la n e ts  to  a  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  su n . N o w  60 o f  th e se  a r e  
27,360 y ea rs , o r  th e  p rec ess io n a l tim e  a c c o rd in g  to  H ip p a r c h u s ; w h ic h  
m u lt ip lie d  b y  17,000, th e  p ro d u c t d iv id e d  b y  323, a n d  th e  q u o t ie n t  
a d d ed , g iv es th e  u su a l re su lt . T h e  tw o sa n d h is  m ak e  th e  sam e n u m ­
b e r  as in  th e  case  o f  th e  D ru id s . W e  re a c h  th e  sa m e  c o n c lu s io n  i f  
w e ad o p t th e  v e ry  c e le b ra te d  cy c le  ca lle d  th e  G re a t N ero s, w h ic h  is  
608 y ea rs  ; s in c e  45 o f  th e se  m a k e  27,360 y ea rs . T h e  sam e n u m b e r  
o f  th e  le sse r  N e ro n ic  cyc les m a k e  27,000 y e a r s ; w h ich  h av e  o n ly  t o  
b e  m u ltip lie d  b y  17,280 (or 4 ,3 2 0 x 4 )  to  p ro d u c e  th e  h id d e n  n u m ­
b e rs  so  lo n g  a n d  su ccessfu lly  g u a rd e d , b u t  so  ea sily  fo u u d .

C lau d ian  a n d  L a c ta n tiu s  m a d e  th e  life  o f  th e  “ M arv e llo u s  B i r d ”  
a  th o u sa n d  years , X p ro b a b ly  b ecau se  th e y  th o u g h t th e  five h u n ­
d re d  g iv e n  b y  H e ro d o tu s  to o  s h o r t—b u t th e y  e v id e n tly  d id  n o t  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  b lin d s  th a t  w ere  in te n d e d  ; a s  t h e i r  
r e n d e r iu g  w ou ld  h av e  m ad e  o n ly  tw e n ty  s ix  w eek s in  th e  y ea r, w h e n  
fifty -tw o w ere  m e a n t to  be  u n d e rs to o d . M acro b iu s  m a k es  th e  t im e
1,500 y ea rs  ; § p ro b a b ly  b e in g  q u ite  u n a w a re  o f  th e  v e iled  a l l u ­
s io n  to  th e  cy c le  o f  h u m a n  re in c a rn a t io n  w h ic h  th e  P ho en ix  in  th i s  
case  sy m b o lise d —a n d  w h ich , b y  th e  H e rm e tic  m a x im , is a n a lo g o u s  
to  th e  M a n v an ta ra , o r  th e  g re a te r  cyc le  in  w h ich  re b ir th  m u s t ta k e  
p la ce  o n  a n o th e r  p la n e t in s te a d  o f  th is  one. S o  th e  M a ste r sa id , a s  
C o lonel O lc o tt rep o rts ,|| th a t  eg o s com e from  o th e r  p la n e ts  t o  
th is  e a rth , a n d  a re  re b o rn  in  o th e r  g lobes. A rid  1 ,500x12  g iv e s
18,000 ; w h ich , tra n s la te d  as H in d u  S id e rea l y ea rs , g ives th e  tim e  in  
w h ich  th is  m u s t ta k e  p lace .

T h e  E g y p tia n  “ C irc le  o f  N e c e ss ity ” is a n o th e r  in s ta n c e  o f  th e  
sa m e k in d  o f  c o n c e a lm e u t; a n d  w e h a v e  o n ly  to  m u ltip ly  i t  b y  s ix  
to  see th e  fac t—b ec au se  18,000 re su lts . T h e  n u m b e r  3,000 w as m o s t 
l ik e ly  ch o sen  b ecau se  i t  w as th e  fo u r th  p a r t  o f  12,000— w h ich , in  
E g y p tia n  y ea rs  o f  360 days, m ad e  4,320,000 d ay s ; a n d  w ere  c o n c e iv ed

# Pliny,’x, 2 ; Solinus, c, 33, 12. 
f  “ Anacal,” p, 240.
J;Lepsius, p. 181.
f'JComm. “ Somn. Scip,” ii. ir, n .
|j “ Old Diary Leaves,’* ch. xvii, p. 279. ed. 1895.



to be an  e x a c t m u ltip le  o f  th e  m e an  lu n a tio n , 146,289 o f  i t  b e in g  
contained th e re in . T h is  p e rio d  p la y ed  a n  im p o r ta n t p a r t  e lsew here , 
as we sh a ll see. B u t i f  w e p u t  3,000 d ay s  in  p lace  o f  th a t  m a n y  y ears , 
we have 4,320,000 m in u te s ; so th a t  th e  rea so n  fo r th e  d iv is io n  b y  
four is su ffic ien tly  a p p a re n t.

A n o th e r  in s ta n c e  o f  s u b s t i tu t in g  a  d ay  fo r a year, et vice versa, is  
seen in  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  E g y p tia n  C a n ic u la r  p e rio d , fe ig n ed  to  
represent th e  cyc le  w h ic h  re tu rn e d  th e  heliacal r is in g  o f  S ir iu s  ; b u t 
it would o n ly  d o  th is  tw ice  w ith o u t se rio u s  e rro r.*  T a c itu s  m a k es  
it 1,461 y e a rs  ; f  w h ic h  i t  w as, a c c o rd in g  to  th e  ru ra l  y e a r  o f  th e  
E g y p tia n s ; b u t  C o lu m ella , tr a n s fe r r in g  th e  n u m b e rs  to  th e  c a lc u la ­
tion o f th e  s u n ’s  p la c e  in  th e  ec lip tic , m a k es  it  1,461 d ay s .J  S y n - 
cellus, ho w ev er, re c o rd s  a  cyc le  o f  tw en ty -fiv e  o f  th e se  p e r io d s  ; jj 
which a m o u n ts  to  36,525 y ea rs , th e  sam e as  th e  n u m b e r  o f  day s in  
a Ju lian  c e n tu ry . T h e  rea so n  is  fu r th e r  seen  i f  w e m u ltip ly  th is  
by 1,280, d iv id e  th e  re s u lt  by  487, a n d  s u b tra c t th e  q u o t i e n t ; fo r th e n  
we ob ta in  th e  c o n s ta n t a s  before.

T h e  P y th a g o re a n s  p a r tic u la r ly  v e n e ra te d  th e  n u m b e r  s ix , a n d  
we find th a t  th e  lo n g e r  cy c lic  p e r io d s  w h ich  d e p e n d e d  u p o n  th is  
num ber h a v e  p la y ed  a  c o n sp icu o u s  p a r t  in  th e  ex o te r ic  co sm o g o n ies  
connected w ith  th e  v a r io u s  re lig io u s  cu lts . T h is  h a s  b een  so  m u c h  
the case, th a t  even  now  w e find , a s  h a s  b e e n  th e  case  th ro u g h  m o d e rn  
times, th e  C h ris tia n  c h u rc h e s  h av e  a  l in g e r in g  b e lie f  th a t  th e  d e s tin ­
ed sp a n  o f  th e  w o rld ’s life tim e  is  6,000 y ears . S o  i t  m ay  b e—if  m u l­
tiplied b y  77,760 ; b u t o f  th a t  th e y  a re  u n aw a re . B u t th e  id ea  o f  th e
6.000 y e a rs  is  m u c h  m o re  a n c ie n t th a n  th e  C h ris tia n  re lig io n  ; fo r i t  
has b een  affirm ed  th a t  “  th e  Je w s , a s  w ell a s  P la to , m a in ta in e d  th a t  
the w orld  w ou ld  b e  d es tro y e d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  6,000 y ea rs  ; a n d  th e n  
the day o f  ju d g m e n t  w ou ld  com e ; m a n ife s tly  th e  Je w ish  a n d  C h r is ­
tian M illen iu m .” || O th e rs , su c h  as  th e  E tru sc a n s , m ade  th e  tim e
12.000 y e a rs  ; a n d  w ith  som e fa in t in k l in g  o f  th e  tr u e  o rd e r  o f  th in g s  
they su p p o sed  th is  to  be  d iv id e d  in to  tw o p a r ts , w h ich  in  a  m a n n e r  
corresponded to  th e  d e sc e n d in g  a n d  a sc e n d in g  p o r tio n s  o f  th e  M a n ­
vantara. I n  In d ia  th e  sa m e so r t o f  th in g  is  fo u n d  ; fo r th e  “ S u ry a  
S iddhanta ” su p p o se s  th e  p rec ess io n a l p e rio d  to  b e  24,000 y e a rs  ; b u t  
all th ese  n u m b e rs  a re  s im p ly  d iffe ren t v e rs io n s  o f  th e  sa m e n u m ­
bers, a n d  a l l  o f  th e m  a re  a l iq u o t p a r ts  o f  th e  co n c ea le d  v a lu e —o f 
which u o  o n e  w ho  w as n o t in i t ia te d  co u ld  sa y  how  m a n y  w e n t to  th e  
whole.

B erosus, th e  C h a ld e an  p rie s t, p re se n ts  u s  w ith  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  
of the p e r io d  b u il t  u p o n  th e  n u m b e r  s ix  ; a n d  h e  m a k es  i t  6,660—  
plainly th e  sa m e as  th e  “  n u m b e r  o f  th e  b e a s t” w h ich  m ille n a ria n s

* “ Nat. Phil.” in “ Lib. of Us. Kn.,” Vol. Ill, art. “ Hist, of Astron ” ed.
*834.

f  Tacitus, ** Ann.” vi, 28.
t  “ De Re Rust,” iii. 6.
§ Vol. I, pp. 95.7, ed. Bonn; cf. 30, 64.
il For a number of authorities, see the “ Anacal,” pp. 271*27,1; > 282, 283, 293.



a re  so  fo n d  of a s c r ib in g  to  th e  A n tic h r is t ,  b u t  o f w h ic h  th e y  h av e  
v e ry  l i t t le  u n d e rs ta n d in g . B e ro su s  sa y s  th e  S aro s  is  6,660 days, #  
b u t  h e  e v id e n tly  d id  n o t  w ish  u s  to  see  th a t  h e  h a d  o n ly  g iv e n  u s , 
u n d e r  a  co m m o n  C h a ld e an  n a m e  fo r  a  cycle , th e  h a l f  o f  451 lu n a tio n s , 
to  th e  n e a re s t w h o le  d a y . T h e  d e s ire  to  baffle e n q u ire rs , a n d  to  
m a k e  use  o f  w e ll-k n o w n  m y stic  n u m b e rs , co u ld  easily  b e  ac co m m o ­
d a te d  in  th is  w ay, if th e  o p e ra to r  w as a  p ra c tic a l a s tro n o m e r—a s  th e  
C h a ld ean  p r ie s ts  w ere ; a n d  th e  e n q u ire r  w h o  p e n e tra te d  th e  

. b lin d  th a t  far, h a s  g e n e ra lly  th o u g h t  h im s e lf  in  possessio n  o f  th e  
w h o le  se c re t. B u t if w e p u t  y ea rs  in s te a d  o f  days, fo u r p e r io d s  o f  
fi,66o y ea rs  m a k e  a n  e q u in o c tia l p re c e ss io n a l cy c le  ; w h ich  b e in g  
.m u ltip lied  b y  17,280 (o r  th e  C h a ld e an  4,320 x 4) a n d  d iv id e d  b y  74, 
th e  q u o tie n t ad d e d  to  th e  p ro d u c t g iv es  th e  in e v ita b le  M a n v a n ta ric  
t im e —as w ell k n o w n  to  th e  A ssy r ia n  in it ia te s  as  to  th o se  o f  I n d ia  
a n d  ev e ry  o th e r  la n d .

T h a t  th e  A ssy r ia n s  w ere  fa m ilia r  w ith  it, is  easily  seen  fro m  tb e  
s ta te m e n t th a t  th e y  h a d  “ p re se rv e d  th e  rec o rd s  o f  s e v en * a n d -tw e n ty  
m y ria d s  of y e a rs” ; fo r ea ch  o f  th e se  “  m y ria d s” m u s t h a v e  b e e n
8,640,000 y e a rs— a n d  th u s  tw e n ty -se v e n  o f  th e m  w o u ld  m ean  th e  h a lf -  
m a n v a n ta ra .f

T h e  H e b re w s  h av e  p re se rv e d  so m e o f  th e  C h a ld e an  n u m b e rs  
w h ic h  b e a r  o u t th e  above  ; fo r 41 th e re  a re  tw e lv e  h o u r s in  th e  d a y ,”  
say s th e  M ish n a , “ a n d  i t  is  d u r in g  th e se  th a t  c re a tio n  is  a c c o m ­
p lis h e d .” “  T h e  d o d ec ah e d ro n  lie s  co n cea led  m  th e  p e rfe c t c u b e ” 
say  th e  k a b a lis ts  ; b u t  if, fo r  th e  d o d ec ah e d ro n , w e s u b s t i tu te  a  
tw e lv e-s id ed  p la n e  fig u re  in sc r ib e d  in  a  c irc le , th e  p o in ts  o f  c o n ta c t  
w o u ld  d iv id e  th e  c irc le  in to  12 p a r ts ,  l ik e  th e  Z odiac. N ow  in  th e  
la t te r  th e re  a re  360 d eg re es  ; a n d  th e  “  p e rfe c t c u b e ” o f  th is  n u m b e r  
1546,656,000—a n d  i f  w e m u lt ip ly  th is  b y  10, th e  “  n u m b e r  o f  c o m p le ­
t io n ,” w e h av e  th e  M an v an ta ra . T h e  “  tw elv e  h o u rs  o f  th e  d a y ”  
a re  a g a in  in th e  d w arfed  copy , th e  fa in t, y e t fa ith fu l ec h o  o f p r im it iv e  
w isdom . T h e y  a re  lik e  th e  12,000 d iv in e  y ea rs  o f  th e  gods, a  c y c lic  
b lin d . E v e ry  d a y  o f  B rah m d  h a s  fo u rte e n  M a n u s , w h ic h  th e  
H e b re w  k a b a lis ts  (fo llow ing , h o w ev er, in  th is ,  th e  C h a ld e an s)  h a v e  
d isg u ised  in to  tw e lv e  “ h o u rs .” A u d  th e  m y stic  m e a n in g  o f  th is  is,- 
th a t  th e  tw elve  th o u sa n d  d iv in e  y e a rs  re p re se n t th e  fo u r  g re a t A g e s , 
o r  su b -ro u n d s  o f  th e  p re s e n t g lo b e  ; sy m b o lised  in  th e  e x o te r ic  
M ahayuga . B e g in n in g  w ith  w h a t m ay  be  re la tiv e ly  ca lled  t h e  
m e tap h y s ica l a n d  th e  su p ra -h u m a n , th e se  e n d  in  th e  p h y s ic a l a n d  
p u re ly  h u m a n ; as  seen  in  th e  m o s t m a te r ia l d ev e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  
w orld  a n d  o f  m a n — th e  tu r n in g -p o in t  o f  th e  p re s e n t g lobe. A s H .P .B .  
s a y s : “ E a s te rn  p h ilo so p h y  can  g iv e  th e  n u m b e r  o f m o rta l y e a rs  th a t ,  
ru n  a lo n g  th e  l in e  o f  sp ir i tu a l  a n d  p h y s ic a l ev o lu tio n  o f  th e  
seen  a n d  th e  u n se e n , i f  w e s te rn  sc ien ce  fa ils  to  do  so .” |

*  Ib., p. 4 8 5 ; c f .  363 .
t  Ib., p. 239.
$ S. D.,i;440, n. e.



Ivet us see how all this works:—
The twelve hours or years, multiplied by 1,000 are 12,000 years. 
Each of which are, by Hindu measure, in common years 360 „

The “ day” will then be, in the same years 4,320,000 ,,
To which add the night corresponding thereto 4,320,000 „

And we have the minor yuga, which is 8,640,000 „

Multiplying this by 27, we have the period of the descent 
to the turning-point of the Manvantara—and this, so far as the 
present globe is concerned, is the “ number of mortal years” 
referred to by H. P. B.

The serpent has always been regarded as a sjrmbol, and in this 
way made use of by the Jewish initiates, who in the Zohar tell us it 
is manifested every thousand days.* When we are told of “ the 
serpent which runs with 370 leaps,’* it means that in the cycle 
or period to which the symbol refers there are that many of some 
known periods of time; which, as usual in these cases, may 
be understood in more than one way. If we took it to mean 
the span of human life as the Jews understood it,f we should 
have 70x370, which makes 25,900; and most exoteric students 
would stop at this, thinking they had, as usual, derived the whole 
meaning when they had unearthed the sidereal year'; but it is not 
so. For there is the mysterious number 1,260, quoted by their 
writers, and others,f which appears to enter into the explanation, 
and in this way: Take it to represent one leap of the serpent, of 
which 370 go to the day ; and the latter then becomes 466,200, and 
a thousand of these divided by 1,295, increased by the quotient as 
twilights, produces exactly the number which, as usual, we should 
expect to find. And as there are thus 2,592 sandhis in the whole 
period, the inclusion of the precession year is not a bad index there­
to ; since one-tenth of it gives their number at once; and it also tells 
ns that whoever wrote the Zohar had also an excellent knowledge 
of the Hindu and Chaldean numbers. The twilights between them 
make 1,000 Hindu divine years ; and the serpent symbol, when 
drawn with its tail in its mouth, is an excellent representation 
of the Great Year.§ If we divide the 25,920 by 36, subtract the 
quotient, and take half the remainder, we have 1,260 as the result; 
but this number is a Chaldean astronomical factor of very great 
interest, independently of Jewish or Christian bearings.

There is an obscure passage in the “ Secret Doctrine** || deal- 
# „ Zohar>..  ̂l6# : 
f Psalms,” xc, 10.
I u Daniel,*' vii, 25, and xii, 7 ; also “ Ezek.,” iv, 5, 6; “ Numb.” xiv, 34 j 

“ Rev” xiii, 5, and Keneally, “ Book of God,” p. 571, and note 38 therein.
§ Cf. S. D., i i , pp. 530, 531, n.e, 
jj S. D. 1., 160 n.e.
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in g  w ith  th e  E g y p tia n  r ite s , w h ich  seem s to  in tim a te  th a t  th e  h u m a n  
m o n a d  can  a s  a  ru le  o b ta in  lib e ra tio n  o n ly  a f te r  th e  c o m p le te  
n u m b e r  o f  i ts  in c a rn a tio n s  h a s  b ee n  w o rk e d  th ro u g h  ; a n d  w e a r e  
to ld  th a t  th is  O sir if ica tio n ” m u s t re q u ire  3,000 cyc les o f e x is te n c e s . 
L e t  u s  su p p o se  th a t ,  a s  o n e  e x is te n c e  m e an s  a  s in g le  life -cycle , so  a  
cy c le  o f  th e se  m e a n s  a  h u n d re d  re in c a rn a tio n s  ; a n d  w e sh a ll th e n  
o b ta in  m o re  lig h t  on  th e  m a tte r. F ro m  th e  466, 560,000 y e a rs  d e d u c t  
its  tw e n ty -se v e n th  p a r t, o r  17,280,000, a n d  th e n  d iv id e  b y  3,000—t h e  
q u o tie n t w ill b e  149,760 y ea rs  ; an d  th is , a s  o n e  h u n d re d  life -cy c le s , 
w ill b e  1497.6 to  ea ch —a n u m b e r  m u c h  m o re  a c c u ra te  th a n  m ay  a t  f ir s t  
s ig h t  ap p e a r, b u t  ro u n d ly  q u o te d  a t  1,500. O f c o u rse  th e  i l lu s t r a ­
tio n  is d ra w n  from  th e  tim e  o f  r e b ir th  as  i t  h a s  b ee n  w ith in  
th e  h is to ric a l p e r io d ; b u t  as  th e  “  S e c re t D o c tr in e ” is  w ritte n  fo r  
p re s e n t  h u m a n ity , th e  i l lu s tra tio n  is q u ite  su ffic ien t.

T h e  fo re g o in g  m ay  se rv e  to  show  how  m a n y  an d  v a rio u s  w e re  
th e  d isg u ises  u n d e r  w h ich  w ere  h id d e n  th e  G re a t Y ea r, a s  e a c h  
se p a ra te  te a c h e r  fo u n d  h im s e lf  o b lig ed  to  v a ry  h is  m e a n s  o f  
ex p re ss io n  to  s u it  th e  k n o w led g e  o r  th e  p re c o n c e p tio n s  o f  th o s e  
w hom  h e  a t te m p te d  to  i n s t r u c t ; a n d  i t  m ay  se rv e  to  in d ic a te  t h a t  
th e  m e th o d  o f  te a c h in g , in  p a s t tim e s  as a t  p re se n t, w as n o t  b y  
re ta i l in g  th e  c u t-a n d -d r ie d  fac ts  o f  co sm ogony , b u t  r a th e r  b y  
p la c in g  befo re  th e  n e o p h y te  a  se rie s  o f  n u m b e rs  d raw n  fro m  
th e  c u r re n t  k n o w led g e  o f  h is  tim e, a n d  le a v in g  h im  to  a c c e p t th e m  
b lin d ly , o r  to  av a il h im s e lf  o f  th e  te a c h in g  o f  h is  in tu i tiv e  f a c u lty  
b y  p ie rc in g  th e  o u tw a rd  ve il th u s  em p loyed . I f  h e  d id  th e  la t t e r ,  
h is  rew ard  w o u ld  be  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  g re a t in  th e  a c q u is itio n  o f  f u r ­
th e r  k n o w led g e  ; b u t, a s  th e  re su lt  show s, h e  w as b o u n d  n o t to  r e ­
v ea l w h a t h e  th u s  le a rn t,  u n ti l  th e  tim e  sh o u ld  com e fo r d o in g  so . 
I n  th e  p a s t  th e se  re s tr ic tio n s  w ere  m u c h  m o re  sev ere  th a n  th e y  n o w  
are , fo r w h en  th e  su m  of a ll av a ilab le  k n o w led g e  w as in  th e  p o s s e s ­
s io n  o f  th e  p rie s th o o d , m a tte rs  o f  th e  m o st o rd in a ry  sc ien c e  w e re  
en v e lo p ed  in  s e c r e c y ; a n d  th is  becam e so m u c h  th e  cu s to m , t h a t  i t  
b ecam e th e  ru le  in  a ll h a n d ic ra f ts  a s  w e l l ; a n d  w as so  u n ti l  a  v e r y  
re c e n t p e rio d .

B u t th a t  th e  e x a c t d u ra tio n  o f  th e  G re a t Y ea r w as a c c u ra te ly  
k n o w n , c a n n o t rea so n ab ly  b e  d o u b te d , if  w e a re  to  ac ce p t t h e  
m a jo r ity  o f  th e  s ta te m e n ts  m ad e  in  th e o so p h ic a l w orks. A s  M r. 
S in n e tt  say s  o f  a  m u c h  lo n g e r  p erio d , “ th e  w h o le  d u ra tio n  o f  t h e  
sy s tem  is  as c e i ta in ly  lim ite d  in  tim e, be  i t  rem em b ered , a s  t h e
life  o f  a  s in g le  m a n ......... T h e  life  o f  a  m a n ........ is  a  te rm in a b le  p e r io d ,
a n d  th e  life  o f  a  w o rld -sy s tem  lead s  u p  to  a  final c o n su m m a tio n . 
T h e  v a s t p e rio d s  o f  t im e  c o n c e rn ed  in  th e  life  o f a  w o rld -sy s te m , 
dazzle  th e  im a g in a tio n  a s  a  ru le , b u t s ti ll  th e y  a re  m e a su ra b le  ; 
th e y  are  d iv id e d  in to  su b -p e rio d s  o f  v a rio u s  k in d s , a u d  th e se  h a v e  a  
d e fin ite  n u m b e r .” A n d  h e  e lsew h ere  p o in ts  o u t th a t  “ e v e ry th in g  
co m e s 'in  i ts  a p p o in te d  tim e  an d  p la ce  in  th e  ev o lu tio n  o f  ro u n d s , 
o th e rw ise  i t  w o u ld  b e  im p o ss ib le  fo r th e  b e s t see r to  c a lc u la te  th e



exact h o u r  a n d  y e a r  w h en  su c h  ca tac ly sm s g re a t a n d  sm a ll h a v e  to  
occur. A ll  a n  A d e p t co u ld  do  w o u ld  b e  to  p re d ic t a n  a p p ro x i­
mate tim e, w h erea s  n ow  ev e n ts  th a t  re su lt  in  g re a t g eo lo g ica l c h a n g e s  
may be p re d ic te d  w ith  as m a th e m a tic a l a  c e r ta in ty  as  ec lip ses  
and o th e r  re v o lu tio n s  in  sp a ce .” * T h e re fo re  th e  e x a c t p e r io d  
of the  d u ra tio n  o f  th e  p re s e n t w o rld  as a  sp h e re  o f  a c tio n  fo r h um an*  
ity m u st b e  p e rfe c tly  w e ll k n o w n  ; fo r o th e rw ise  su c h  ca lc u la tio n s  
could no  m o re  b e  m ad e  th a n  w e co u ld  ca lc u la te  ec lip ses  w ith o u t 
an accu ra te  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  m o o n ’s sy n o d ic  p e rio d . I f  th e  w h o le  
duration o f  th e  w o rld ’s a c tiv e  h is to ry  w ere  n o t c o r re c tly  k n o w n , 
those o f th e  m in o r  cyc les in to  w h ic h  i t  is  d iv id e d  w o u ld  a t th e  b e s t 
only be a p p ro x im a te , a n d  th e  s o r t o f  c o m p u ta tio n  M r. S in n e t t  
speaks o f  w o u ld  be  im possib le .

N o r a re  w e n ec essa rily  to  su p p o se  th a t  in su ff ic ien t d a ta  h a v e  
been g iv en  o u t, a u d  th a t  w e a re  th e re b y  d e b a rre d  from  le a rn in g  
these n u m b e rs  ; fo r th e  '• S ec re t D o c tr in e ” is w ritte n  in  su c h  a  m a n ­
ner th a t no  o n e  can  se t a  d e fin ite  lim it to  th e  k n o w led g e  th a t  m a y  
be acq u ired  from  it. T h e  w rite r  o f  th e  S ta n z a s  o f  D zy an  says, 
“ M ake th y  c a lc u la tio n s , O L anoo , i f  th o u  w o u ld s t le a rn  th e  c o rre c t 
age of th y  sm a ll w heel. I t s  fo u rth  sp o k e  is  o u r  m o th e r .” f  T h is  
would b e  s h e e r  m o c k ery  i f  th e  d a ta  w ere  n o t av a ilab le , fo r th e n  n o  
such c a lc u la tio n s  cou ld  p o ss ib ly  b e  m a d e  ; a n d  th e re fo re  th e y  m u s t be  
to be fo u n d  i f  w e w ill m a k e  th e  e ffo rts n ec essa ry  to  o b ta in  th e m . A n d  
the co rrec t ag e  o f  th e  “  sm a ll w hee l ” can  h a rd ly  b e  a n y th in g  else  
than th e  e lap sed  p o r tio n  o f  th e  p re se n t M a n v S n ta ra—its  “  fo u r th  
spoke” b e in g  th e  fo u rth  su b -ro u n d , in  w h ich  w e a re  n o w  liv in g . 
T herefore w e n ee d  n o t d e sp a ir  o f  u ltim a te ly  o b ta in in g  th e  k n o w led g e  
so long  d es ire d , an d  in  no  v ery  lo n g  p e r io d  h e n c e ;  fo r th e  f irs t 
step is a lre a d y  ta k e n  i f  w e h av e  c o rre c tly  d e te rm in e d  th e  le n g th  
of th e  G re a t Y ear. 
* * * * *  *  

T h e  m y s te ry  th a t  in v o lv es th e  n u m b e rs  w h ic h  re g u la te  th e  
evolution o f  th e  C osm os h as  ev e r  g iv en  to  th e m  th e  s tro n g e s t  
attraction fo r th e  s tu d e n ts  o f  th in g s  o c c u lt ;  a n d  th o u g h  m a n y  
a p e rse v erin g  in v e s tig a to r  h a s  b ee n  co m p elled  to  g iv e  u p  h is  
self-im posed ta s k  in  c o n seq u e n ce  o f th e  d ifficu lties  w h ic h  i t  p re ­
sented, y e t  w ere  a ll th e  n u m b e rs  th u s  so u g h t p e rfec tly  w ell 
known to  th e  h ie ro p h a n ts  w hose  h o m e A p o llo n iu s  a n d  o th e rs  
found in  th e  fa r  E a s t— nay , p e rh a p s  th e se  v e ry  n u m b e rs  w ere  b u t  th e  
merest ru d im e n ts  w h ich  w ere  p la ce d  befo re  th e ir  le a s t a d v a n ce d  
students, o n ce  th e se  h a d  sh o w n  th e m se lv e s  w o r th y  o f  in s tru c tio n . 
For in  th e  O rie n t h a s  ev e r la in  th e  g ra n d  re sp o s ito ry  o f  m y s tic  lo re  
and occu lt k n o w le d g e ; a n d  b e n e a th  th e  g racefu l fro n d s of th e  p a lm  
trees w h ich  w av e  in  th e  s c e n t- la d e n  b reeze  th a t  p la y s  a m o n g  th e

• “ Es. Buddhism,” pp. .58, 59, 72, 73, 6th ed.
f  “ S. D .” i ,64 n.e.



ru in s  o f  fo rg o tte n  em p ires , m a n y  a  tra v e lle r  from  th e  b e n i g h te d  
W e s t h as , in  th e  p a s t t im e , le a rn e d  se c re ts  w h ic h  m ay  h a v e  b e c o m e  
th e  l ig h t  o f  sc ien ce , a n d  i l lu m in a te d  th e  p a th w a y s  w h ic h  l e d  t o  
so m e o f  o u r  m o s t n o b le  ac h ie v em e n ts .

T h a n k s  to  th e  g re a t M a ste rs  o f  th e  e a s te rn  sch o o l i f  n o w , i n  
th e  la s t p a r t  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  W e s te rn  w o rld  h a s  b e e n  
p e rm itte d  to  rece iv e  so g re a t a m e a su re  o f  th a t  L ig h t  o f  a ll T im e ,  a s  
m ay  en a b le  even  th o se  w ho  a re  b u t  ta k in g  th e ir  e a r lie s t s te p s  o n  
th e  p a th w a y  o f th e  S o lem n  L ore , to  le a rn  w h a t h a s  so  lo n g  b e e n  
w ith h e ld  from  so m e o f  th e  w isest o f  th e  m en  o f  th e  e x te rn a l w o r ld  ; 
a n d  th u s , am o n g  a  h o s t o f  m o re  v a lu ab le  th in g s , m a y  le a rn  s o m e ­
w h at o f  th e  cyc les, th e  p e rio d s , a n d  th e  aeons w h ic h  d iv id e  th e  M a y a  
ca lled  tim e  ; w h ich  is  sp re a d  o v e r  th e  v is ta s  o f  th e  p as t, a n d  l e a d s  
o n w ard  to  a  fu tu re  a ll g lo rio u s  w ith  a  k n o w led g e  th a t  is, so  fa r a s  w e  
a re  co n c e rn ed , y e t to  be.

S tu d e n ts  o f  th e  m y s te rie s  o f  a ll th e  ag e s—y o u  w ho  in  d a i l y  
th o u g h t, as  in  th e  v ig il o f  th e  lo n e ly  h o u rs  o f th e  n ig h t,  h a v e  s o  
lo n g  p o n d e re d  o v e r th e se  th in g s — to  y o u  i t  m ay  b e  g iv e n  to  r e a p  
th e  f ru it  o f  th e  th o u g h ts  o f  a ll th o se  w ho  h av e  so lo n g  la b o u re d ,  
p e rh a p s  p e r ish in g  by  th e  w ay ; a n d  in  th e  g re a t  b laze  o f  th e  f la m e  
th e ir  a s p ira tio n s  h e lp e d  to  k in d le  y o u  m ay  le a rn  th in g s  o f  w h ich  t h e  
n u m b e rs  h e re in  p a r tly  d esc r ib e d  a re  b u t  a s  th e  firs t feeb le  e ffo rts  o f  
th e  ch ild  w h en  co m p ared  w ith  th e  a c c o m p lish m e n ts  o f  th e  S a g e .  
T h a t  so  i t  m ay  b e  m u s t b e  th e  w ish  o f  e v e ry  e a rn e s t s tu d e n t ; a n d  
in to  su c h  h a n d s  m ay  th e  c o n tin u a n c e  o f  th e  ta sk  b e  g iv en , w ith  t h e  
c e r ta in ty  o f  u ltim a te  success.

S a m u e l  S t u a r t .

{Note.—  I f  th e  fo rego ing , w h ich  a re  s im p ly  a  few  leaves f ro m  a  
n o te -b o o k , sh a ll p ro v e  o f  su ffic ien t in te re s t  to  th e  re a d e rs  o f  t h e  
Theosophist, i t  is  n o t im p ro b a b le  th a t  th e y  m ay  b e  fo llow ed b y  o th e r s  
g o in g  so m e w h at d e e p e r  in to  th e  su b je c t o f  th e  ro u n d s , cyc les, & c ., 
w h ic h  h a v e  so  lo n g  c la im ed  a t te n t io n  fro m  rea d e rs  o f  th e  4‘ S e c r e t  
D o c tr in e  ” a n d  o th e r  s im ila r  w orks . T h e se  a r tic le s , if  th e y  a p p e a r , 
w ill do  so u n d e r  v a rio u s  h e a d in g s , a n d  a t su c h  in te rv a ls  as  m a y  b e  
fo u n d  e x p e d ie n t ; b u t  as th e y  m ay  o n ly  in te re s t  co m p ara tiv e ly  few , 
no  d e f in ite  p ro m ise s  ca n  a t  p re se n t b e  g iv e n .—S .S .)



T H A V E  g re a t p le a su re  in  a n n o u n c in g  th e  o rg a n isa tio n  o f a  n ew  
1 body e n t i t le d  th e  “ In te rn a t io n a l  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  P sy ch ic a l I n ­
stitu te ,’* a t  P a ris , b y  a  m e e tin g  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f th e  m o st d is t in g u is h ­
ed m en o f  th e  d ay  w ho  a re  in te re s te d  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  P sy ch o lo g ica l 
Science. S h o u ld  th e  p r in c ip le s  la id  dow n iu  i ts  P ro g ra m m e  be  liv ed  
up to, i t  c a n n o t fa il o f  r e n d e r in g  m o s t v a lu a b le  se rv ice  to  th e  ca u se  
of the s tu d y  o f  th e  sc ieu c es  w h ic h  d e a l w ith  m in d , w ith  th e  law s o f  
human th o u g h t, a n d  th e  re la tio n  o f  m in d  to  body . I n  a  te m p e ra te  
and able in tro d u c to ry  s ta te m e n t b y  D r. P ie r re  J a n e t ,  in  V ol. i ,  N o . i  
of the Journal o f  th e  S ocie ty , h e  says :

“ I t i s  e v id e n t th a t  i t  is  p re -e m in e n tly  th e  sc ien c e  o f  m in d  
which, m o re  th a n  a n y  o th e r , is  ca p ab le  o f  sa tis fy in g  th e  re s tle s s  
curiosity o f  o u r  age . D o u b tle ss  i t  is  im p ro b a b le  th a t  any  o n e  
science w ill e v e r  e x p la in  co m p le te ly  th e  p ro b le m s o f  o u r  o r ig in  a n d  
destiny, b u t ,  n e v e r th e le ss , n o  o th e r  sc ien c e  a p p ro a c h e s  th e se  in so lu ­
ble q u es tio n s  so  c lo se ly  as  th a t  o f  th e  m in d . W e  see  th e  e v id en c e  
of th is  in  th e  a rd e n t  in te re s t  a ro u se d  by  c e r ta in  p h e n o m e n a  w h ic h  
are rea lly  p sy c h o lo g ic a l fac ts , su c h  as  th o se  o f  th e  s p l i t t in g  u p  
(didoublement)  o f  co n sc io u sn e ss , m e n ta l su g g e s tio n , te le p a th y , 
te lekinesis, lu c id ity , a n d  m e d iu m sh ip . T h e se  fac ts  h a v e  in d is p u ta ­
bly seized u p o n  th e  a t te n t io n  o f  m a n y  th in k in g  m e n  b ec au se  th e y  
appear to  p e r ta in  to  th e  p ro fo u n d e s t fac u ltie s  o f  th e  m in d . T h e  
im partial s tu d y  of th e se  p h e n o m e n a  w ill e v id e n tly  ad d  to  o u r  u n d e r ­
standing o f  h u m a n  n a tu re , w h a te v e r  th e  so lu tio n  re a c h e d  m ay  be. 
Psychology’ a p p ro a c h e s  m o re  n e a r ly  to  th e  p ro b le m s o f  P h ilo so p h y  
and R e lig io n  th a n  a n y  o th e r  sc ience . W h ile  th is  fac t c o n s titu te s  
the ch ief d ifficu lty  in  i ts  s tu d y , y e t i t  is  th e  v e ry  th in g  th a t  e n h a n c e s  
its in te re s t.”

W h ile  in  P aris , rec e n tly , I  w as to ld  th a t  a  v e ry  la rg e  su m  o f  m o n e y  
had been  su b sc rib e d  to w ard s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  I n s t i tu te  ; a n d  th e  
names o f  th e  In te rn a t io n a l C o u n c il o f  O rg a n isa tio n , th e  E x e c u tiv e  
Com mittee, th e  E x e c u tiv e  O fficers a n d  th e  C o m m ittee  o f  P a tro n s , 
are those  w h ich , fo r th e  m o st p a r t , a re  th e  m o s t i l lu s tr io u s  a m o n g  
our co n tem p o rarie s . I  h a v e  g la d ly  a c ce p te d  a n  in v ita tio n  to  a c ­
quire m e m b ersh ip  a n d  sh a ll b e  p le ase d  to  fo rw ard  to  th e  G e n e ra l 
Secretary th e  n a m e s  o f  g e n tle m e n  w ho  a re  d e s iro u s  o f  d o in g  l ik e ­
wise. T h e  A n n u a l su b sc r ip tio n  is  tw e n ty  fran cs, o r, say , f ifteen  
shillings s te r l in g . T h e  Journal w ill b e  issu ed  in  E n g lis h  as  w ell as  
French. T h e  S o c ie ty ’s  o b je c ts  a re  th u s  su c c in c tly  d e sc rib e d  b y  
Professor J a n e t :



According to circumstances, and to the development a tta ined  by 
the Society establishing it, th is Institu te  will pursue the follow ing
a im s :

1. To collect in a library and museum all books, works, p u b lica­
tions, apparatus, etc., relating to psychical science.

2. To place at the disposal of researchers, either as gifts or as loans, 
according to circumstances, such books and instrum ents necessary for 
their studies as the Institu te  may be able to acquire.

3 . To supply assistance to any laboratory or to any investigators, 
working singly or unitedly, who can show they require th a t assistance 
for a publication or for a research of recognised interest. This function , 
which has been fulfilled so usefully by the  “ Soci6t 6 pour l’avancem ent 
des S ciences” in relation to the physical sciences, m ust also be d is ­
charged by the new Institu te  in relation to  mental science.

4 . To encourage study and research with regard to such phenom ­
ena as may be considered of sufficient importance.

5 . To organise lectures and courses of instruction upon thc d iffe r­
ent branches of psychical science.

6. To organise, as far as means will allow, perm anent laboratories 
and a clinic, where such researches as may be considered desirable w ill 
be pursued by certain of the members.

7. To publish the “ Annales de l’ln stitu t Psychique In te rn a tio n a l 
de Paris,” which will comprise a summary of the work in which m em ­
bers of the Institu te  have taken part, and which may be of a ch a rac te r 
to contribute to the progress of the science.”

I hope th a t success may attend upon the movement.
H. S. O.

RA'M A Gl'TA'.
I n t r o d u c t o r y .

W E  learn from the Ramayana and other works that S 'ri R am a 
was a perfect model of humanity. He taught both b y  

precept and example and was equally balanced in everything. 
Rama has been rightly compared by an old author to a piece o f  
sandal-wood, because we know that all its particles sm ell 
equally sweet. Where is to be seen a more moral and spiritual k in g  
than Rama whose life was as exam plary in filial and fraternal affec­
tions as in love for the people he ruled over, and where is to be seen 
a more staunch and devoted follower and a more deserving chela 
than Hanuman who was taught this precious G ita which is th e  
most advanced of the teachings on the practical Science o f  
Soul. The one noteworthy feature of the teachings o f S 'ri R&ma is 
that he advocates, throughout, the idea of a universal religion, not 
in theory alone but in practice also.

RSma Gita, consisting of one thousand verses, forms part o f the 
second or the UpSsana Kanda o f Tatvasarayana an invaluable 
Itihasa now published for the first time in Telugu characters. 
From a close perusal of it we find, that the 108 Upanishads are 
classified in that work, under three heads, z»£ar.—(1)  those pertaining



to Jnana, (2) those referring to Upasana and (3) those treating of 
karma. T h e first or the JnSnakanda contains numerous disquisitions 
on those Upanishads that fall under the first head. The second or 
the Up&sanSkSnda, and the third or the Karmakanda, contain likewise 
lengthy discussions on those Upanishads that respectively fall under 
the second and third heads. Tatvasarayana gives thus a very ex­
haustive treatment of all the 108 Upanishads comprising the whole 
range of the Vedanta. Each Kanda is divided into 4 padas of 25 
chapters each. The whole work thus consists o f 24,000 si okas and 
300 chapters. T he great Appaya Dikshita, the commentator of a 
portion o f this work, speaks of its merits in the following term s:—

“ W hat benefit are the learned going to derive from other S&stras 
when they have completely mastered Vasishtha’s Tatvasarayana—a rare 
work in th is  age of Kali—treating  exhaustively of Ved&nta alone, con­
taining as m any thousands of Slokas as there are letters in the G&}’atri, 
consisting of three K&ndas w ritten in a lucid and simple style, explain­
ing all the  sacred and secret meanings and thereby setting  righ t 
heterodox notions and exposing the fallacies and errors of unsound 
doctrines.”

From very  ancient times several commentaries are said to have 
been written on the Brahma-sutras by several great men. The 
followers o f some of the later commentators are known as Dvaitins, 
Vi&stadvaitins, &uddhadvaitins, 6ivadvaitins, Advaitins, &c.

There is yet another system of Ved&nta. It is called the 
Anubhavadvaita or the practical system of Advaita. This system 
has its Prasthanatraya based on the authoritative interpreta­
tions given to the Vyasa Sutras and the Upanishads in the Tatva- 
sztrayana. Besides having its own Prasthanatraya this school of 
Vedanta has a very large and hitherto unpublished literature worthy 
of being carefully studied by men o f culture. The votaries of 
this system seen here and there in Southern India, follow the 
S'rauta-sankliya and Yoga in their highly developed forms. 
These Sankhya and Yoga systems are very elaborately treated 
of in their literature; The Anubliavadvaitius have for their 
highest authorities (1)  the S'rutis, i. e., the 108 Upanishads with their 
commentaries, (2) the three K&ndas of Tatvasarayana, in the first of 
which is contained the Vyasa-Sutra-Vritti and in the second of 
which is contained the Rama Gita and (3) the teachings of ancient 
Rishis diffused in several other works. Besides they have equal re­
gard for the Karma, the Jnana, the Bhakti, and the Yoga Margas. 
According to their teachings even Jivanm uktas of the highest type, 
as long as they live, should observe the Varnasramacharas and 
perform the nitya-karm as; have faith or Bhakti ou the Nirguna- 
Biahman ; constantly meditate on the teachings of the 108 Upani­
shads and practise Atma-yoga. T hey prefer the Grihastha or the 
second A 'sram a to the Sanyasa or the fourth A'sram a. T hey have faith 
in the teachings o f the Rishis only but not in those of others.



Some of the most important M SS. belonging to the Anubhavadvaita 
system are preserved in the Government Oriental Library, M ysore.

Vyasa-Sutra-Vritti is a dialogue between Dakshinam urti 
and Brahma, contained in the first 17 chapters of the second Pdda 
o f the first k&nda of Tatvasarayana and is commented upon by the 
famous Appaya Dikshita, the author of 104 works. T h is com m en­
tary is known by the name of Adhikaranakanchuka and con­
cludes with the following observations :

“  Many works treating of the S 'aiva and Vaishnava doctrines 
and many others treating o f the Advaita system, have been w ritten 
by me—all of them from the standpoint of the respective sects. 
But this work alone is written by me for spiritual benefit, because it 
contains all the secrets o f the Self.”

Rama Gita bears the same relation to Tatvasarayana as B h ag a­
vad Gita bears to Mahabharata and comprises 18 chapters w hose 
contents in brief are given below.

Those who are unacquainted with Sanskrit, especially the 
western readers will, no doubt, find it difficult to understand th e 
technical terms that occur in the contents as well as in the bo d y 
o f the work, but their difficulty will be partly removed by constant 
perusal and partly by the aid o f footnotes that will be given in th.eu? 
appropriate places.

C o n t e n t s .

C h a p t e r  I  contains a graphic description of the royal seat o f R £m a 
in his garden at Ayodhya and o f his Samadhi, or h ighest 
mode of meditation.

,, I I  says that Hanuman, who was given a  private audience, 
requested R im a to enlighten him on the h ighest 
Vedantic truths. Then R tm a enumerates the 108 
Upanishads as the chief texts dealing with the V e -  
dSnta exhaustively.

„  I I I  contains the arguments establishing the imperative n e ­
cessity of Dhyana or meditation, after acquiring a know ­
ledge of the Existent-Intelligent-Bliss and E tern al 
Brahman.

„  IV  deals with Jivanm ukti.
., V  „  Videhamukti.
„  V I „  Vaaanakshaya, etc.
„  V I I  „  Saptabhumikas, or the seven grades o f sp iri­

tual progress and their uses.
„ V I I I  „  the nature o f s ix  Sam idhis.
,, I X  „  the importance o f the VarnasramSchSras and

the extreme necessity o f observing them 
until death.

„  X  „  the Sanchita, the A 'gam i and the Prarabdha
K ar : s.



Ch a p t e r  X I  deals with the three-fold division o f the Kannins, the
Bhaktas, the Jnanins and the Yogins.

„  X I I  „  a description of Sri Ram a's Vis'varupa.
„  X I I I  „  the sub-divisions o f Pranava into 256 Matras.
„  X I V  „  the Mahavakyas.
,. X V  Navachakras such as Muladhara, etc.
„  X V I  contains arguments to prove that the E ight Siddhis 

are to be condemned as retarding Kaivalya 
mukti.

, X V I  deals with the 16 Vidyas such as Satyavidya, Dahara- 
vidya, etc. These Vidyas are also described 
in full and classified under Saguna and N ir- 
guna heads.

«. X V I I I  summarises the contents o f the previous 17 Chapters.

RA'MA GFTA'.
C h a p t e r  I.

Sri Gurumurti said : I  am extrem ely delighted to narrate to 
you the most wonderful and divine Rama Gita, hear, O, Brahman ! 
with an attentive mind.

The beautiful city o f Ayodhya possessed o f all the necessary re­
quisites and surpassing the very abode o f Brahman, is as celebrated 
as Vaikuntha. f 2)

Therein shines the excellent royal garden bright with all the 
seasons (of the year), filled with all the trees and frequented by all 
the b ird s ;

Adorned with beautiful ponds, wells and tanks, and capable o f 
allaying all sorrows and bestowing all bliss. (4)

In the centre o f it shines, with the splendour o f a crore o f suns, 
a hall adorned with precious stones, supported by the chief gods in 
the shape of many golden columns ;

Whose shafts shine with the Sruti texts in the shape o f diamonds, 
with which they are s e t ; and whose cornices, likewise, blaze with 
the grand letters (o f the alphabet) in the shape o f strings o f pearls 
overhanging their tops. ^

The bases (of the columns) set with Vaidurya* represent the 
multitudes o f Maharshis (great sages), while the well-adorned arches 
and K adalif trees represent the Puranas and Smritis. (7)

Likewise the broad mirrors represent the different kinds o f 
.Vidyas}:. The (ceiling o f the) hall is decorated with silken and 
other superior tapestries representing the MaMmantras (great 
Mantras or incantations); ^

* V aidftrya—one o f th e  nine kinds o f precious stones. I t  is o f a  dark-b lue 
coior •

t  K adali—a  sup erio r kind o f plantain tree .
V id y is - th e  S a ty a , D ahara , Sftndilya, and  o th e r Vidyits m entioned in th e  

I  panishads a n d  the  B rahm a SQtras. ’
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With various kinds of pictures representing tranquillity, self-re­
straint and other good qualities; and with Malati, (Jasminura grandi- 
florum) M allika(Jasm inum  Zambac)aud A s ’oka* flowers, represent- 

. ing dars'ana, f  S'ravana I and other Sadhanas § ; (9)
And supplied, with sandal-paste, || Agaru-unguent and cam phor 

in the shape o f Sankhya, Yoga and Samadhi respectively; w ith 
varieties o f fruits and flowers in the shape of chiddnanda (intelli- 
gence-bliss) and other vrittis (modifications) ; (10)

W ith betel-holders (containing betel-leaves, areca-nuts, spices, 
etc., ready made for use), cloves, etc., in the shape o f high devotional 
feelings ; with several golden vessels in the shape of Nishkam a** 
K arm as; ( 1 1 )

W ith varieties of incense and ceremonial lights in the shape o f  
Svadhaand Svaha f f  offerings ; with various golden seats in the 
shape o f superior Yantras J J ; (12 )

Also with various kinds of music in the shape o f the eightfold 
Y oga ; with tasteful dishes of food (of s ix  kinds o f taste) in the shape 
of ambrosial A 'tm ic bliss ; (1 3 )

And with various other requisites that can only be seen by means 
o f penance performed in several previous births and that are incapa­
ble o f even being thought of by the mind of V ilvakarm a (the celes­
tial architect). (14)

In the centre o f such a hall, the like of which will not be found 
anywhere in the 14 worlds or in any of the past, present or future 
periods o f time, shines the excellent and great royal seat o f gold 
adorned with strings o f diamonds, vaiduryas and pearls. (15-16 ) 

It (the royal seat) is ever shining there because o f its being 
(occasionally) occupied by S 'ri Rama who is attended by Sita, 
Bharata, S'atrughna aud Lakshm ana; ( 1 7 )

A nd praised by Brahma and Saraswati, Sanaka and other sages, 
Vasishtha and other Rishis, S'uka and other devotees and several 
other great sages. (18)

He (S 'ri R£ma) would sometimes give instructions in the Vedas 
to those disciples who are desirous o f Vedic stu d y ; sometimes g ive 
lessons in logic, grammar and the supplemental S'astras ; (1 9 )

* A soka—a  kind of tree  which yields red  flowers.
t  D arfana  (cognising: o f the individual self o r p ra ty a g a tm a) ; the first o f th e  

four SAdhanas insisted  upon a s  th e  m eans by which one ough t to  realise  practical*  
ly the  teach ings of th e  Ved&nta. * T he th ree  o th e r S&dhanas a re  S rav an a , M anana 
an d  Nididhy&sana.

X S rav an a  : A fter one perceives, through m editation, the  individual self, he 
should h ea r from the  G uru about the identity  o f  th a t se lf  and  the  universal self. 
T h is is S rav an a.

§ Stldhana : m eans o f a tta inm ent. T heoretical Ved&nta h as four o th e r  
S&dhanas different from these.

|| Ag&ru is a  kind of tree  like the sandal.
*• Nishk&ma-karmas : a c ts  done w ithout any  m otive o r  w ithout any  d es ire  for 

th e ir fruits.
f t  Svadha is w hat is offered to the  P itris by m eans o f w ater. Sv&ha is w h a t is 

o f f e r e d  to  the  D evas by oblations given th rough  fire.
XX Y an tras  a rc  different d iag ram s used in both w hite an d  b lack  M agic,



And would sometimes initiate those who are highly advanced, 
into the secret meanings taught by the Vedanta, at times be im ­
mersed in communion with his s e l f , aud at other times be bent 
upon enjoying A 'tm ic bliss. (20)

G. Krish n a  Sa st r i.
[To be continued.)

Sbeosopbg in all Xante.

EUROPE.
IyOXDON, January ist, 1901.

The m onth of December does not usually offer anything very s tri­
king for the  chronicler to  record in connection with theosophical circles. 
The usual meetings are continued till ju s t before.Christmas Day and' 
then there  is a break which continues till the second week in the New 
Year. Our centre of theosophic activity is at midsummer, and perhaps 
we have to  some extent lost touch with the feeling th a t m akes 
Christmas the  great festival of the year, or a t any rate with the way in", 
which th a t festival is celebrated in our modern days. Or it may be that- 
our hearts are tu rn ing  Eastward where our Indian brothers are holding 
Christmas festival amid all th a t is most unlike Christm as to the  Teu­
tonic mind ; anyhow we hear of lectures and meetings galore a t  Benares 
in the North, and Adyar, in the South, and we w ait for the  printed 
reports which are to give us some flavour of the good things th a t the 
Annual Convention brings to our favoured friends who are privileged to 
hear them  a t first hand.

All our papers have been filled with the “ End of the C entury ” and 
the M New C entury,” and all the well known people have been 
called upon to express the ir opinions upon the condition of affairs 
and the prospects for the future. And the opinions are widely 
different as m ay be imagined, and vary from deepest pessimism to 
highest optimism and all the shades between. But there does seem a 
very strong feeling abroad th a t “ the times are out of jo in t,” th a t very 
serious and far reaching events m ay b e  close upon us, and all th is is 
quite in accord with w hat our theosophical leaders and teachers have 
indicated long ago. Surely we theosophists have im portant work to do 
in helping to  guide aright the inner  forces which play so great a part 
and are so little  understood in the world of men. Here is the ending of 
an article from one o f the m ost largely circulated daily papers. I t  
breathes a rig h t spirit and it would be well if  a tithe  of the readers of 
that paper began to live out in thought and action the ideal of national 
unity and calm strength in danger of which it speaks

W e a re  e n te rin g  storm y seas, and  the tim e m ay be n ear when we shall have 
to fight in very  tru th  for c u r  life, “ ’neath  novel s ta rs  beside a  brink unknown.” 
Some th e re  a re  who question w hether E ngland  will survive th a t terrib le  conflict. 
If we a re  w orthy  of our g re a t  p lace in the  w orld we shall boldly face th e  question 
aad not b lin k  it because il is unpalatab le. T h e  poet m ay sin g  that G od will not 
lam  His face  aw ay, from

T h e  race  th a t strove to  rule H is earth  
W ith equal laws unbought :
W ho bore for T ru th  th e  p an g s of b irtlit 
Aud brake the bonds of Thought,



Y e t it is not a lw a y s the  c a se  tb a t noble a im s and g en ero u s serv ice  to m ankind c a n  
redeem  a  race from overthrow . A th en s fell, w ho w a s the c iv iliser of the w orld , b e ­
ca u se  her parties quarrelled am on g  th em selves and b eca u se  sh e  failed  to  r ea lise  
th e  a ll-im portance o f  arm ed stren gth . But if  w e are true to  ou rse lves, i f  w e  sin k  
party  in the nation’s  ca u se  and se e  that the cau se  is j u s t ; if, ab ove all, w e  a re  in  
ea rn est and m ake sure that our sta tesm en  are  in earn est, w e  have noth ing to  fear*  
T ria ls m ay com e ; w e  m ay have hours o f  sorrow  and d a n g er  ; but the  nation , th e  
Em pire, and  the g rea t id ea ls w ith w hich th e y  have been  identified in th e  p a st  
will su rv ive .

And so, in the w ords o f  the g rea test o f A nglo-Saxon  sta tesm en , “ with m a lic e  
tow ards none ; w ith charity  for a l l ; w ith firm ness in the r igh t, a s  G od g iv e s  u s  
to  s e e  the right, let us strive to finish the w ork  w e are in,” and g o  forward in to  
the  n ew  century  determ in ed  to d o  our duty to G od and to our country.

Some such words as these m ight well apply to our work w ithin th e  
Theosophical Society. I f  we are true to ourselvevs and sink personalities 
in the Society’s cause then, and only then, have we nothing to  fear.

* * # * #
Various attractive programmes are already in circulation for th e  

New Year, and it is pleasant to see th a t several new speakers are inc lu ­
ded in the  lists of lecturers, so th a t while our best and oldest workers are 
.somewhat scattered over the globe, the younger members are com ing 
forward to stop, i f  not to  fill, the gaps which the ir absence makes in th e  
ranks of the  * effectives.’

A. B. C.

NEW ZEAJtfAND.

The annual m eeting of the W ellington Branch was held on Nov. 1 4 . 
The Secretary reported a year of steady and earnest work, a  very satis* 
factory year, showing real signs of progress and showing also th a t th e re  
is true vitality  in the Branch and th a t it is not merely a  name b u t a  
centre of th a t work which is the greatest in the world, the holding u p  o f 
the ideal on which the coming race is to be moulded. The officers w ere 
for the most part re-elected, as follows President, Mrs. Richmond ; 
Vice-Presidents, Messrs. Short and Ellison ; Secretary, Mrs G irdlestone 
( 9 4  Constable S t., W elling ton); Treasurer, Miss Richmond ; lib ra rian *  
Mrs. Short.

Dr. Marques made a three weeks’ stay  in Auckland on his way from  
Honolulu to  Sydney, during which time he gave four lectures. H is v is it 
and lectures have awakened a large am ount of fresh interest in theosoph­
ical studies in Auckland, and will b e long  remembered by/those wlu> 
had the pleasure of hearing him. Beginning on Sunday, Iv'ov. 2 5 , h e  
lectured on “ The Idea of Deity, in the light of Religion, A stronom y 
and Theosophy.”  On the following Sunday his subject was “ Sound 
Form s,” and a  continuation of it was given on Friday, Dec. 7 , u n d er 
the  title  of ‘‘Light, Sound and Colour.” On Dec. 9 , he lectured o n  
“  The Hum an A ura.” All these lectures attracted large and in terested  
audiences, and were fairly well reported in the p re ss .. Various socia l 
m eetings a t members' houses were also held in honour of the  d is tin ­
guished visitor, who left for Sydney on Dec. 1 0 , carrying w ith him  
th c  good wishes and affectionate esteem of all who m et him .



* Mr* W. Will gave an in teresting lecture on Nov. 1 8 , in Auckland 
following note on “ The Indian System of Yoga.”

ITALY
O ur energetic worker, Mrs. Lloyd, sends us, by request, the on 

the movem ent in Italy .—E d .
F o u r years ago there was not one active Theosophical Lodge in 

Italy, although there were a few isolated theosophists in different places 
and a  dead branch a t Milan. At Rome there was an English lady, a 
member of the Society, who, with the ever generous help of the 
Countess W achtm eister had started an excellent theosophical library, 
and w ho offered, not a salary, bu t money for the journey from London 
to an y  one who would devote his life to its care and superintendence.

From  th a t small beginning by Mrs. Williams, with the blessing of 
the M asters, Theosophy has readily taken a firm hold of earnest Italian 
hearts th a t  were longing, waiting, praying for an opportunity of hearing 
its noble tru ths. And th is is no mere figure of speech, for one of the 
first th ree  who became members, had been waiting and hoping for eight 
years before he could find any help. For .nearly as long I th ink  the pre­
sent P resident of the  Rome Lodge, Signor Aureli, his intim ate friend, 
had cherished the same aspiration.

Both gentlem en could read French, and had studied eagerly each 
issue o f  Lotus Bleu. The Secretary of the  branch (who is also a Secre­
ta ry  o f  th e  Italian  Parliam ent,) had borrowed from Mrs. W illiams the 
“ Key to  Theosophy,” by H. P. B., and his heart was also set on fire ; 
probably old memories were revived in all these who were first ready to 
brave scorn from their fellow citizens, and the enm ity o fthe great Roman 
Church, in order to bring the light of the Ancient Wisdom again to the 
city w here 3 0 0  years before, Giordano Bruno, the intrepid m artyr, had ' 
been b u rn t alive in the Flower M arket, by the Inquisition of the Roman 
Church, fo r  boldly proclaiming its tru ths. H is keen intellect, sharpen­
ed by  eager study, in the quiet monastic life, refused to allow him to 
swallow whole the “ Infallible Doctrines,” so called, which should have 
sufficed for his daily mental food. And now this handful of theosophi­
cal students, soon joined by Captain Boggiani (who represented Ita ly  
at th e  la te  Paris Congress) and other earnest members, formed in Feb* 
ruary  1 8 9 7  the  first nucleus of the Rome Lodge, the  seven necessary to 
dbtain th e  C harter from the President-Founder. On the 8 th  of May in 
tha t year, the  Librarian purchased a few white flowers, and spent the 
day in  though t of H . Pi B. and of those to  whom she gave her life and 
woHc. -Ort W hite Lotus Day in the following year, the much larger 
Library and room was filled with enthusiastic members and enquirers 
bringing masses of lovely flowers. Now still larger rooms are occupied 
by the  lodge, and “ Theosophical Society,” in golden letters, m arks the 
entrance in  the  Via San Nicolo da Tolentino. Since th a t tim e the 
movement has been progressing steadily and meetings are held regular* 
ly, and classes for study  are organised and in full w orking order; Last 
W inter very great help was given by a series of lectures from Mr. J. C. 
Chatterji, who gave a course of lectures in the University of Rome, 
arousing deep in terest and enthusiasm  for the Eastern Philosophy and" 
Religion. H e  lectured also, later on, in St. M ark’s a t Venice, famous



for the sake of Savonarolo, whose name is probably known to you a l l .  
As a rule, the Italians are m aterialists, and the masses of the people a re  
careless alike of religion and m orality ; the more thoughtful have been  
attem pting to account for the puzzles oflife , by means of Spiritualism  ; 
thus nearly all who came into Theosophy came through Spiritualism - - 
not being able to account rationally for its undoubted and u n a c c o u n ta b le  
phenomena.

H itherto  the Church has waited, pretending the sleep of indifference, 
as a cat dallies with a mouse, ready to pounce when opportunity offers. 
But national thought has gone forward since Bruno suffered for believ ing  
and preaching a Logos one with th is Universe, and I do not th in k  o n r  
brothers a t Rome are much afraid, although m any difficulties and m u ch  
opposition will doubtless be thrown in the ir way ; for the Church is s t i l l  
very powerful—and is more bigoted and narrow in Naples than in Rom e. 
In 1 8 9 9  and 1 9 0 0 , lodges were constituted a t Florence and a t N aples, 
in both of which cities Theosophical Libraries are established. T he o ld  
lodge at Milan is revived and re-established, so it is hoped th a t  b y  
the end of 1 9 0 1  the Italian Section of the T. S. may be firmly estab lish ­
ed and ready to welcome the President-Founder on his return  from h is  
tour round the world. Mrs. Annie Besant lectured a t Rome in th e  
large hall in the Piazza del Popolo in 1 8 9 8 . Teosofia, the  organ o f th e  
Society is now about to enter upon its fourth year of life, doing its q u ie t  
work of preserving the Life Blood of theosophical teachings far a n d  
wide through the country, in its own musical language. Much g o o d  
translation is thus available to the Italian public from our principal 
theosophical writers, and before long I hope the translation o f th e  
“ Secret D octrine” will be undertaken. The President-Founder v isited  
Rome in March 1 9 0 0 , and had a very enthusiastic and affectionate wet* 
come, conversing with the brothers and lecturing in the French la n ­
guage. A most happy and pleasing impression of his visit was left 
behind and the lodge will welcome his next v isit w ith joyful antic ipation .

Mrs. Besant visited Rome in April and gave several lectures, p rivate  
meetings and interviews, leaving the lodge much strengthened for fu tu re  
work.

The President-Founder, after staying for some days a t Rome w ith  
Mrs, Cooper«Oakley who is now tak ing  charge of the work of the Society 
in organising the Section, went on to Florence for four days, and finally 
spent a week in Milan with Mrs, Louisa W illiams, who had left Rome 
after a residence of eight winters. Then he re-visited the dead b ranch  
a t Milan, gran ting  it a new charter under the same President as before, 
Dr, Barbieri, A ltogether the outlook for Ita ly  is most reassuring, and  
hopeful, and especially as the theosophical literature is translated and  
spread abroad by the various centres, the loyal and patriotic example of 
the m other lodge of Rome will be a source of strength for all its Ita lian  
children ; for Rome is the centre of occultism in the West, as Mrs. Besant 
said in the first public theosophical lecture delivered there in the 1 9 th  
century.

I ^ t  us hope tha t the Italian Section will be ready by the  tim e of the 
President-Founder’s return journey, to take its place am ongst the other 
autonomous Sections of the Theosophical Society, in Europe.

A, c . L lo yd .



■ R e v i e w .

TO THOSE WHO SUFFER.*
This small work is quite an appreciable addition to  French theo* 

sophical literature  and will prove helpful to those who peruse its pages. 
All through it the reader feels th a t “ a soul who has also suffered speaks to  
him” w ith the  burning desire to alleviate his anguish, to bring him  a 
little hope, to cause a consoling ray to shine in his darkness. Before 
speaking of the “ aim of suffering,” the w riter enters on a “ litany of 
individual griefs and sorrows,” th a t is very touching, the language very 
poetical. Mile. Blech proceeds to show th a t suffering is only the inevitable 
result of the  violation of the divine Law, the consequence of our actions, 
then she explains th a t Theosophy is not a new religion, does not even 
pretend to  be a religion at all, th a t it has existed in all times, th a t it is not 
antagonistic to the actual relig ions; bu t on thecontrary  tries to  unite them  
all, to widen the ir horizon and to reconcile them  with science, coming 
towards them  open handed, rich in knowledge which is ever growing. 
The Law of Evolution, or Reincarnation and Karma, is next very clear­
ly explained—how the Infan t Soul slowly m ounts the rungs of the ladder 
until it has reached the sublime heights of Divinity. Universal Brother­
hood has in th is ascent to be considered as an unbroken chain, of which 
each hum an being is a link. Death is shown as possessing no terrors 
for the theosophist. The seven principles of man are next explained, 
Then the w riter passes on to describe the Divine Self, the God in us.

In the  description of the  astra l plane and the stay there of the 
departed ones, Mile. Blech says very sym pathetically : “ O my brothers 
and sisters, you who are weeping over beloved ones, have the strength to  
bid silence to your grief, which is not only fruitless but selfish, since it 
retards the  progress of the dear ones. Do not make them  come down to 
you ; but rise up to them. Live nobly, purely ; you could not do them  
any greater service, etc .” The life in the  m ental world or heaven, as it 
is called, is next taken into consideration, then the two paths ; C h r is t ; 
the Universal Religion. In speaking about the different religions the 
author says regretfully : “ I t  is sad to say, but, o f all the  religions, none, 
almost, is so disdainful of the others, so jealous of its exclusive au tho­
rity as our Christian religion. She alone is blessed by God, approved 
by God ; she alone proclaims the T ruth ; she alone leads to salvation. 
However, C hristianity  is only one of the aspects of th is pure diamond, 
which is T ru th .”

In th e  closing pages it is shown how the two paths, of tria l and 
suffering, lead the souls, whose sorrows were so vividly depicted in th e  
litany of individual griefs and sorrows, “ through the Law of Evolution, 
to final Liberation, to supreme Happiness.”

In  the whole book there are no Sanskrit words used, which so often 
stagger the  enquirer. The expressions are clear and sim ple ; a vein of 
sympathy runs through the entire work.

______________  _____ ____________________ C. K.
* B y M ile . A im £e B lech, P resident o f  L’E ssor  Branch T . S., Paris.



“ J,EST W E FO RG ET.”
Mr, Stead’s “ Review of Reviews A nnual,” for 1 9 0 1 , is an uncom ­

monly attractive “ Keepsake from the N ineteenth C entury .” I t  contains 
more than  two hundred and fifty portraits and sketches which will serve 
to  keep alive in our memories those who have helped to  mould th e  
thought and action of hum anity during the  past one hundred years— 
poets, philosophers, writers, statesm en, teachers, potentates, w arriors, 
scientists, reformers, explorers, m usicians—representatives o f th e  
world’s knowledge and power, a tru ly  valuable galaxy which, together 
w ith the sum m ary of chief events, makes the  work a “ Keepsake ” such 
as one will seldom find.

We have also received the “ FOURTH ANNUAL, REPORT o f th e  
H i n d u  R e l ig io u s  U n i o n , T r ic h in o p o l y . ”  This Institu tion is doing 
very useful w?ork, and we heartily  commend the H indu G irls’ School 
w'hich is connected w ith it, to the patronage of the  public.

“ V ELA PU RI, or a P E E P  INTO T H E  PA ST OF V E L LO R E,”  by T . S. 
Kumaraswami Aiyar, b .a ., L .T ., is a historical pamphlet which will be 
found in teresting  to residents in th a t locality.

Journa l o f  the China Branch o f  the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. X X IX , 
New Series, No. 1 , contains over 6 0 0  pages and is wiiolly devoted to  a 
description of the m ateria medica of the ancient Chinese.

“ CONSCIOUSNESS,”  by A. Schwarz, is a reprint of the three valuable 
papers under th a t head which were recently published in the Theosophist 
Those who have Mr. Schwarz’s previous pamphlet, “ The Relation of 
Man to God,” will want to possess th is la ter one. The price of each is 
only three annas.

MAGAZINES.
The Theosophical Review for January  opens with an article on “ Yoga 

V asishta,” by Bhagavan Das (“ H indu S tudent,” ) who sums up the 
main truths* of th is scripture thus :

1 . “ The intelligence m ust be exercised freely. N othing is to  be 
taken on blind fa ith .”

2 . “ I t  emphasises the  fact th a t a true apprehension o f m an ’s 
ultim ate nature and of the source of all being, is not possible until the 
student tu rn s  to his task  w ith his whole h eart.”

3 . “ The mind of man is the  cause alike of bondage and of libera­
tio n .”

4 . “ All exists everywhere and always.”
5 . “ The ultim ate essence o f all th is Universe is one Indivisible 

Consciousness.”
The ethics of the scripture are, in brief, th a t if  we choose to  act 

aright, good will re s u l t ; if  otherwise, evil will follow. In Mr. Wors- 
dell’s article on “ Theosophy and Modem Science” (which is conclu­
ded), some rem arkable facts relating to the persistence of life in plants 
and seeds are noted, facts which chem istry and biology are yet unable 
to  explain. A Russian next writes of “ A Coming Race,” of which 
Siberian exiles are the forerunners. Jam es S tirling  concludes h is in­
teresting “ Notes on Lemuria, and A. A. L,. gives “ Reasons for believ­
ing Francis Bacon a Rosicrucian.” Mrs. Besant’s h igh ly  interesting



essay on “ Thought*Power, its Control and Culture ” is continued—the 
two portions in th is issue treating  of “ The building and evolution of 
the R en ta l Body,” and “ Thought-Transference.” Mr. Mead gives us a 
translation of another of the sermons of “ Hermes, the  Thrice-greatest, 
unto his own son T at,” relating to the  “ unm anifest” and the “ mani­
fest ” Deity. “ A Glimpse into the H ereafter,” by Simeon Linden, re­
counts some vivid experiences on the astral plane, while under the 
influence of chloroform, during a surgical operation. “ The house of 
Mr. Mellicent, by Michael Wood, is a well-told story conveying a useful 
lesson. “ The Border-Land of H istory ” touches upon the recent arch­
aeological discoveries in Egypt and Greece. Miss H ardcastle’s “ Life 
Ledgers of Stray M ystics,” is a sombre article giving very brief glimpses 
of pessimistic characters.

In Theosophy in A ustra lasia , for December, W. G. John has a 
thoughtful article on “ The Ancient W isdom” (which doesjnot here 
mean Mrs. Besant’s book of th a t name). “ W hy I believe in Theosophy,” 
is a good subject which is briefly dealt with by E. C. T. “ Christm as 
Thoughts,” by K. Castle, is a good article in the righ t time and place. 
“ Indifference,” by Miss Davies contains useful suggestions, and Miss 
E dger’s “ New Year T houghts” are appropriate and helpful. There is 
also a  poem on “ The F irst M an.”

The N . Z. Theosophical M agazine for January  .'comes to  us in a new 
and appropriate dress, as a tw enty page periodical w ith hopes of further 
enlargement. After the “ New Year’s G reeting” and the item s under 
the heading of “ Far and N ear,” we notice a short paper by Dr. Marques 
in which he takes fifteen statem ents current in the orthodox Christian 
teachings and places them in strong contrast with the common teachings 
of Theosophy on the same points. This would make a useful leaflet. 
“ The Influence of Music on the Inner N ature” will be read with in ter­
est by  those who love the harmonic art. 44 Lectures in B rie f’ consist of 
several detached paragraphs contributed by D. W. M. Burn. “ A Visit 
to Ghost Land” is an interesting narration by F. M. Parr. The 
"C h ild ren ’s Column” and other m atters complete the  number.

Revue Thiosophique. The contents of the December num ber are very 
interesting. Among them  are the address of Mr. Leadbeater a t the 
White Lotus Day meeting in P a r is ; Extracts from the “ Doctrine of the 
H eart” ; an article by Dr. Pascal upon the inequalties of conditions among 
men, and a further portion of the translation of Mr. Leadbeater’s 
“ Clairvoyance.” Other essays, reviews and the usual m onthly instal­
ment o fth e  “ Secret Doctrine” fill the rem ainder of the  pages.

Theosophia. The Sectional Organ of our Dutch brothers presents its 
usual in teresting table of contents. The translation of articles from the 
pen of H. P. B. still continues, tha t contained in the December num ber 
being “ An Answer to our Critics,” from the Theosophist for July, 1 8 8 1 . 
Following are a further portion ofthe translation of “ Esoteric Buddhism 
“ The Fourth  Dimension,” a lecture given in Amsterdam by Mr. Lead­
beater ; “ Buddhism and C h ris tian ity ;” “ Gems from the E a s t ;” 
and Notes on the theosophical movement.

Sophia, Madrid. The December number opens with a translation of 
Mre. Besant’s 44 Spiritual D arkness.” “ Ancient Chaldea” is concluded
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and “ The Idyll of the W hite Lotus” is continued, together with “ Sug­
gestive Thoughts of Notable M en.”

In the first num ber of the  Central H indu College M agazine, Mrs. 
Besant writes concerning the “ Order of the Golden Chain ” which has 
been started in the United States, and suggests tha t H indu children also 
join the “ O rd er” and become “ friends’of all creatures.” The promise 
which the children have to repeat every morning, was published in .the 
Theosophist of October 1 8 9 9 , p. 5 9 . I t cannot fail to benefit all who 
repeat it daily. Bertram Keightley has som ething to say about 
“ School-boy Ideals,” J. C. Chatterjee has an article on “ Pilgrim age,” 
Mrs. A. C. Lloyd contributes the first instalm ent of a story, and there 
are “ Science Jottings ” and other m atters which make up an interesting 
num ber for H indu youth.

Acknowledged with th a n k s: The Vdhan, Theosophic Messenger, The
Golden Chain, The Prasnottara, Review o f  Reviews, Light, The Ideal 
Review, M ind, Banner o f  L ight, The New Century, Phreyio logical 
Journal, H arbinger o f  Light, Health, L 'Initiation, Lotusbliithen, Forum, 
The A rena, The L ig h t o f  the East, The L ig h t o f  Tru th , 'Ihe Brahm a- 
charin, The Brahm avddin, The Maha-Dodhi journa l, Dawn, Indian  
Journa l o f  Education.

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.
“ Thoughts, like the pollen of flowers, leave one brain and fasten to another.”

In Mrs. Besant’s recent Convention lectures, 
A reform delivered at Benares, she alluded to certain reforms

started by the which she deemed eminently necessary for the pro-
Central gress and elevation o f India, and especially recom-
Hindu mended that marriage be delayed until after the
College. completion of student-life, as was the custom always

in ancient India. The Advocate (Lucknow), in refer­
ring to this matter sa y s :

The Managing Committee of the (Central Hindu) College has taken  
the first step in th is direction, by refusing admission to the Middle D ivi­
sion of the School, on and after March 1st, to any married boy. I t  is 
hoped in a few years to extend th is rule to the Upper School also. M any 
fathers will welcome this return to ancient ways, as helping them  to  
resist the  pressure put upon them  to m arry their sons at a ruinously 
early ajge. The English monitorial system is also to be partially in tro ­
duced in the School, and is already working in the Boarding House.

** *
There is a most amusing paragraph in the New 

Karma Zealand Magazine, our local organ, about the action
as a o f the Custom House authorities as regards our lite- 

Patent Medi- rature. It seems that the T . S. bookshop had import- 
cine. ed, among other theosophical works, a bundle o f

Mr. Fullerton’s excellent leaflet, Karma as a cure for 
trouble. The Customs Appraisers, scenting a possible attempt to 
evade lawful payments, demanded of our people the duty on “  patent 
medicine circulars,”  for which this moral essay was mistaken ! 
Mr. Draffin, after this, ought to give a course o f lectures for Customs 
employees only, admission free. Our Bombay Branch had an 
equally comical experience. In a London invoice for our book 
ordered by them, was an item of a certain number o f binding-covers



for binding the Bhagavad Gita. T hey were described in brief as 
“  G ita covers.”  The Customs Officers notified our friends that there 
would be duty to pay on “ the lot o f musical instruments, ”  the Gita 
h aving beeu mistaken by them for “  guitar,”  in all probability !

• * .
It is quite amusing to notice how people will

Infant read in to  a paragraph  th e ir  own preconceived opinions,
prodigies as, for instance, th e  following w hich appeared in a

summarily recen t issue of The Harbinger of Light:
explained. i t  will not surprise such of our readers as are con­

versant w ith the only rational explanation of the pheno­
m enon of infant precocity, to learn th a t instances of the  kind are becom­
in g  more frequent year by y e a r ; and, we may add, “ from information 
received,” they  will become increasingly prevalent during the first 
q u a rte r of the  approaching century. We have already called attention 
to  th ree  or four juvenile prodigies, including little F ritz  Muller, a native 
o f th is  colony, and Le Messager, of Liege, makes the following additions 
to th e  l i s t :—

1. W illie Gwin, the son of a well known medical practitioner in 
New Orleans, aged five years, has iust received a medical diploma, from 
th c  U niversity in th a t city ; and his examiners have declared him to be 
th e  most learned osteologist who has come under the ir notice.

2 . Dennis Mahan, of Montana, now nine years of age, was only six  
w hen he commenced his career as a public preacher, ana continues to  
aston ish  his hearers by his profound knowledge of the Scriptures, and 
by th e  eloquence of his pulpit discourses.

3 . George Steuber, aged thirteen , is already a civil engineer of high 
repute.

4 . H arry  Dugan, who is not ye t ten, is one of the most successful 
commercial travellers in the  United States.

5 . In Germany, H enri Weber, who is rising seven, is a musician 
who has already composed many remarkable sonatas and fugues, and is 
now engaged upon an opera, which is expected to astonish the musical 
world.

6 . Vittorio Righetti, an Italian sculptor, ten years of age, has exe­
cuted  a Madonna and Child, which is pronounced to border on the sub­
lim e in art. Needless to add, they are all mediums.

W e beg to ask i f  genius can only be explained by the theory o f 
mediumship. Is it not possible for an ego in the flesh to manifest 
as much talent as one who is excarnate ? The theory, or rather the 
fact, o f reincarnation—for many people distinctly remember events 
w hich happened in a previous life—certainly affords an explanation 
o f  juvenile precocity which is fully as reasonable as that o f medium­
ship, in our humble opinion.

**#
The Pioneer's special correspondent with the 

The Viceroy V iceregal party, sends to his paper the following
and the account o f  the performance of an Ashtavadani in the 

“  Memory presence of the Viceroy, which we copy because the
Man. ”  extraordinary culture of the memory which is attain­

ed in India is a fact of very great scientific value 
for all students of Practical Psychology :

“  To amuse the Viceregal party in the kheddah camp a t Kakenkote 
a fte r dinner, a 1 memory man ’ was brought in—the same who in his 
tim e has similarly entertained and astonished Lord Elgin, Lord Lans- 
downe and numerous other lesser magnates. He is a Brahmin, and his 
peculiar ta len t is tha t he never forgets anything- once written on the 
tab le ts  of his mind. A s a  test, Lord and Lady Curzon, Major Baring 
and Mr. Lawrence, acting on the performer’s suggestion, each thought 
of a sentence—they were allowed the choice of any language—and



uttered it aloud once only. To make the ordeal more confusing each of 
the quartette gave only one word at a time, and th is in regular tu rn s  : 
it  might, they thought, have been comparatively easy for the performer 
to commit to memory a complete sentence spoken righ t off. By way of 
still further increasing the severity of the te s t the words of each 
sentence wTere given not in their proper order, but mixedlv. Thus, 
Lord Curzon would begin with his fourth word, Lady Curzon w ith her 
second w’ord, Major Baring with his ninth word, and Mr. Lawrence with 
his twelfth word, and so on, until all the words wTere exhausted. Lord 
Curzon’s sentence happened to be a Greek quotation. Lady Curzon 
and Major Baring gave hardly less difficult fines from the nonsense 
verses of Lewis Carroll in ‘ Alice in W onderland,’ the former about the 
‘ Jabberwock ’ and the la tter about the ‘ Slithy Tove.’ Mr. Lawrence 
gave an ordinary English sentence. Sandwiched between all this, 
Colonel Robertson in regular tu rn  with the others read out strings of 
figures, which the performer was required to remember and eventually  
to add up in his mind ; the whole preceded by a square root problem 
in nine figures, also to be worked out mentally. Immediately tn e  word 
sentences had been completed the performer w ithout hesitation repeated 
them, not in the mixed order in which the words had been dribbled 
out, but each sentence separately and with correct consecutiveness. 
Lord Curzon marvelled a t getting  back again the jum bled words of 
his Greek quotation in their proper order, and applauded the  per­
former heartily. The three others were not less satisfied, especially 
when the performer, w ithout delay, concluded by giving the correct 
answers to the big addition sum and to the elongated square root problem. 
‘ How is it d o n e ? ’ everybody asked. ‘ In a very simple m anner,' 
replied the memory man. ‘ I first of all enquired how m any words 
there were in each of the four sentences. Then I drew four horizontal 
lines in my m ind and divided each line into parts according to the num ­
ber of words in each particular sentence. Then when I got a word and 
was told it was the sixth w'ord of the second sentence, I m entally w rote 
in the sixth space of the second line. When all the blank spaces had  
thus been properly filled in it was the easiest th ing  in the world to  read 
the words off. The same with the figures. I have a mental vision o f 
the whole thing, ju s t as if I had actually written it all out on paper.’ 
This explanation may, perhaps, enable would-be im itators to give per­
formances.” ‘ There is nothing to do,’ says the memory man, ‘ bu t to  
im ag in e  th a t a tablet exists inside your brain, and to proceed to w rite 
th ings upon it. Once you have succeeded in inscribing any test w'ords 
on the tablet, you will find it quite easy to read what you have w ritten .’ 
After the memory' man had further exhibited his powers by repeating 
some French and German test sentences w’hich had been given to him  
in the time of Lord Elgin and Lord Lansdowne, he departed, full o f 
pride at having astounded by his wonderful gift, one more Viceroy of 
India—and forgetfully leaving his walking-stick behind.”

In  published original notes on these Indian Memory experts, 
the present writer has explained that they could only do 
their feats by the cultivation of this “  Visualising”  habit, a suspicion 
that was confirmed, in conversation, by the Brahmin who 
exhibited his power at our Adyar Convention of 1899. In his 
“  Inquiries into Human Faculty ” [Macmillan &  Co., 1883], that 
true scientific genius, Francis Galton, touches upon this question, 
and in a circular sent by him to a considerable number o f persons, 
the following question (No. 10, p. 379) occurs: “  N um erals a n d  
dates.—A re these invariably associated in your mind with any 
particular mental imagery, whether of written or printed figures, 
diagrams or colours ? ”  In the explanatory diagrams at the end of 
the book are shown over sixty  different examples o f number forms, 
which present themselves mentally to different persons when think­
ing o f given numbers. The diversity is striking and full o f interest. 
It would also seem that this visualising faculty is sometimes heredi­



tary  in a family, as Mr. Galton shows in one Plate four cases where 
the Number-forms in the same family are a lik e ; and in another 
three instances where the Number-forms in the same family are 
u n lik e : all m arking hereditary tendency iu the two families. The 
V iceroy seems to have failed to ask the Ashtavadani whether the 
practice o f his mnemonic faculty tends towards cerebral exhaustion, 
but such is the fact, according to the admissions made to the 
w riter by specialists who had been forced to give up their exhibitions.

A s the Theosophist is known to be a patron of 
An In- Oriental Literature, its Editors may be permitted to 
dian Sir copy into its pages the following delightful bit of 

Boyle Roach, eloquence, from the pleading of an Indian Vakil, 
which they find in the Madras Mail o f a recent date. 

I f ,  by some chance, our learned colleague Mr. Mead should see 
th is  one number o f our magazine, he at least will enjoy reading so 
clever a product of the human mind.

I t  runs as follows
“ My learned friend with mere wind from a tea-pot th inks to brow­

beat me from my legs. But this is mere gorilla (sic) warfare. I stand 
u nder the shoes of my client, and only seek to place my bone of con­
ten tion  clearly in your honour’s eye. My learned friend vainly runs 
am uck upon the sheet anchors of my case. Your honour will be pleased 
enough to observe th a t my client is a widow, a poor chap w ith one post­
m ortem  son. A widow of th is country, your honour will be pleased to 
observe, is not like a widow of your honour’s country. A widow of th is 
country  is not able to eat more than one meal a day, or to wear clean 
clothes, or to look after a man. So my poor client had not such physic 
(.sic) or mind as to be able to  assault the lusty  complainant. Yet she 
n as  (been) deprived of some of her more valuable leather, the leather of 
h e r nose. My learned friend has thrown only an argum ent ad hominy 
(sic) upon my teeth, th a t my client’s witnesses are only her own rela­
tions. But they are not near relations. Their relationship is only 
homoepathic. So the misty argum ents of my learned friend will not 
hold  water. Then my learned friend has said th a t there is on the side 
o f h is  client a respectable witness, viz., a pleader, and since th is witness 
is independent so he should be believed. But your honour, with your 
honour’s vast experience, is pleased enough to observe th a t tru thfulness 
is  no t so plentiful as blackberries in th is country. And I am sorry to 
say, though th is witness is a man, of my own feathers, th a t there are in 
m y profession black sheep of every complexion, and some of them  do not 
alw ays speak gospel tru th . Until the witness explains what has become 
o f  m y client’s nose leather he cannot be believed. He cannot be allow­
ed  to  raise a castle in the air by beating upon a bush. So, trusting  in 
th a t  adm inistration of British justice upon which the sun never sits, I 
close my case.”

***
The writer o f the following paragraph, which is 

Religious circulating through the press, is quite right in saying
revivals that one who has ever seen a religious meeting of

among the Negroes in a time o f “  revival” can never forget it.
Negroes. Nowhere can there be found better proofs o f the patho­

logical identity between the hysterical “  crisis,”  and the 
descent of the H oly Spirit.”  Grotesque and comical as are the 

antics of the black converts, they also have an aspect o f neurotic dis­
equilibrium which is very saddening. Says the writer in question :—

“ Religious revival among the Negroes in the Southern States of 
America is always the forerunner of a m ighty season of rejoicing and a 
g rea t exhibition of ‘ the victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil.’



N o p ro tra c te d  m e e tin g  ev e r c lo sed  w ith o u t th e  m em b ers  o f  th e  C h u rc h  
e n jo y in g  th e  m o s t re f re sh in g  sh o w ers  o f  g race , a n d  b r in g in g  w h a t h a d  
been  h a rd e n e d  s in n e rs  ‘ in to  th e  fo ld .’ A n d  a f te r  th e  rev iv a l c o m e s  
th e  b a p tism  o f  th e  rec la im ed . T h e  m o u rn e rs  flock to  th e  a lta r , fa ll in  a  
tra n c e , a n d  h av e  th e  m o s t w o n d e rfu l th in g s  to  re la te  o f  v is io n s  seen  a n d  
m u sic  h e a rd  w hen  th e  s p ir i t  w as, p resu m ab ly , se p a ra te d  from  th e  b o d y . 
S om e c a n n o t s leep  a t  n ig h t  fo r h e a r in g  th e  h o o fs  an d  h o rn s  o f  o ld  S a ta n  
a s  h e  paw s th e  floor o r tr a i ls  h is  lo n g  ta i l  o v e r th e  w a lls  an d  sn o r ts  l ik e  a  
filth  sw e a tin g  b eh em o th . V a rio u s  w e ird  a n d  u n c a n n y  c o n fe ss io n s  a r e  
m ade. N one h a v e  fou n d  co n so la tio n  w ith o u t h a v in g  firs t g o n e  th r o u g h  
th e  sh ad o w  o f  d e a th - lik e  tra n c e s , w h ere in  th e y  d re a m  d ream s a n d  s e e  
v is io n s. O ne n ev e r fo rg e ts  th e  scen es  e n a c te d  a t  a  g re a t  rev iv a l m e e t­
in g  o f  S o u th e rn  N e g ro e s .”

Col. Olcott has fished out from the archives o f 
“  The Veil 1878, a letter from Mr. J .  W. Bouton, of New Y ork ,
of /sis" or the publisher of “  Isis Unveiled,” to H . P. B., showing

“ Isis (Jnveil- how the title of her first book was changed from
ed” “  The Veil o f Isis,” to the present one. In this con­

nection the reader should observe how the head­
line—“  The Veil o f Isis—” runs through all the pages of Vol. 1, and 
the other through the pages of Vol. 2. The letter is as follows :—

“ N e w  Y o r k ,
May %th, 1877.

D e a r  M a d a m e  B l a v a t s k y ,
Our mutual friend Sotheran called upon me yesterday and 

during our conversation suggested something which, considering its 
source, is really worth considering. It appears there has been 
another and a very good book published in England, under the 
title of “  The Veil of Isis.”  Now, as you are aware, it is a very aw k­
ward affair to publish our book under the same title as one previ­
ously issued, and when we come to advertise, the public may well 
suppose it to be the same thing, and pass it by. Another m atter— 
the other book is undoubtedly copyrighted in England, under the 
title aforesaid, and c o n s e q u e n t ly  it will put a stop to the sale o f our 
book entirely, in England, as it would be an infringement of copy­
right. Strange as it may appear, the idea struck Sotheran and m y­
self, simultaneously, that it would be better to change our title a 
little, and we both hit upon exactly the same one, viz., “  Isis U n­
veiled,”  which, it seems to me is, in many respects, much better than 
the other title, for in itself it has a distinctive meaning, which the 
other has not. * * *  *

Sincerely your friend,
J .  W. B o u t o n .”

A  copy of the original work, “  T he Veil of Isis ” is in the 
Adyar Library, and is a very interesting work, its sub-title being 
“  The Mysteries of the Druids.” It contains 250 pages, was written 
by W. Winwood Reade, and published by Charles J .  Skeet, London, 
in 1861.

Max Mullets 
views on the 
cause of the 

Chinese trou­
bles.

The Hindu o f December 4th summarises the 
views o f Professor M ax M uller as given in a recent 
issue o f the Ni?ieteenth Century, under the head of 
“  Buddhism and Christianity m China.”

The earlier Buddhist Missionaries entered China 
more than 200 years before the Christian era, bnt it 
w a s  not until about 65 A. D. that Buddhism secured



the patronage of the Emperor, and many converts were to be found 
throughout the country. About 700 years later the Christian Mission­
aries became ver)’ active, and the two religions dwelt side by side 
in harmony, the siniilarity of their teachings being quite apparent. 
The Christian Missionaries met with great success and matters 
were progressing smoothly until, in the Sixteenth Century, the Pope 
determined to prevent his priests from m ingling with the Chinese 
in their religious rites and ceremonies and protested against their 
forms o f worship. He also claimed special protection for Christian 
converts. This action o f the Pope was the death blow to Missionary 
success among the Catholic Christians. We take the following from 
the E ditor’s summary :—

From  religion the question drifted into politics and disaster was 
the immediate result. Of the subsequent history of other missions we 
need m ake no mention, for they are more or less well-known. But the 
fundamental m istake which Europe has made in China is the  investing 
the Missionaries with a quasi-political function which was always re­
garded b y  the Chinese with a feeling of deep resentment. If  Buddhism 
and Christianity a t one time lived side by side on intim ate terms, what 
then, in later years, could have made C hristianity  so repulsive to the 
generality of the Chinese ? The Chinese are as a race very tolerant in 
their views and ^yet Christian blood has been shed more than once in a 
manner th a t strikes the w orld dumb.

Professor Max Muller strikes the  key-note when he dates the down­
fall of C hristianity  in the country w ith the time when the Christian 
Missionary, not content with his pastoral work, claimed a political pro­
tection over his converts and when Europe made the Missionary’s cause 
a pretext for political expansion. This is the  view which we have taken 
from th e  very commencement of the troubles in China, and we hope 
that a pronouncem ent from such a high authority  will open the eyes of 
Europe to  the gravity of the Missionary question in foreign lands.

As Professor M ax Muller says, in his article in the Century :—
“ A fter our late experiences it m ust be quite clear tha t it is more 

than doubtful w hether Christian Missionaries should be sent or even 
allowed to go to countries, the Governments of which object to their 
presence.”

T h is  is the opinion of many of the best statesmen in Europe 
and other countries. In conclusion the H in d u  says :

I f  a country would not have a particular religion preached to the 
people in  a m anner not calculated to convince them  or evoke their sym ­
pathy, well may they demand th a t such efforts offensive to them should 
cease in th e ir  midst. I f  the position is reversed, the question raised by 
Professor Max Muller becomes convincingly clear. Suppose a band of 
Mahomedan priests go ing toE ngland  and preaching, on Sundays, before 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, the  religion of their Prophet, and crying down in 
scathing term s the Gospel ana personality of Christ. The consequences 
of this fool-hardy enterprise need not be stated. But if  such efforts were 
supported by a foreign Power the situation in China and the feelings of 
the Chinese and their Government can be understood in the light of 
what the  Englishm en and the ir Government would feel. To the Chris­
tianity of Christ, preached and practised in the true light of the  Gospel, 
no civilised nation would object. I t  is the m ilitant C hristianity which 
would prevail a t the  point of the sword ; the foolish, misdirected zeal of 
enthusiasts and the political consequences thereof th a t have fomented 
all the trouble in China as they threaten to foment in other countries as 
well, and we tru st th a t the decided opinion of the Professor, almost his 
parting advice, will be taken to heart by the politicians of the W est.”



Poetry has been defined as an expression of 
Different “ beautiful thoughts in musical words,”  but often 
classes of the ideas seem to have been omitted.VThe subjoined 
poetry. shows that we do occasionally find something entirely 

different from those sickly sentimental ditties and 
namby pamby jingles of moonshine and ethereal nothingness, that 
too often mar the surface of white paper, irritate editorial nerves 
and are sometimes styled poetry :

TH E CREEDS TO BE.
Our thoughts are molding unseen spheres,

And like a blessing or a curse,
They thunder down the formless years,

And ring  throughout the  universe.
We build our future by the shape 

Of our desires, and not by acts.
There is no pathway of escape ;

No priest-made creed can alter facts.

Salvation is not begged or bought.
Too long th is selfish hope sufficed ;

Too long man reeked with lawless thought,
And leaned upon a tortured Christ.

Like shriveled leaves these worn-out creeds 
Are dropping from religion’s tree.

T h e  w orld  b e g in s  to  k n o w  its  n eeds,
And souls are crying to be free.

Free from the load of fear and grief 
Man fashioned in an ignorant age ;

Free from the ache of unbelief 
He fled to in rebellious rage.

No church can bind him to the th ings 
That fed the first crude souls evolved ;

But m ounting up on daring wings 
He questions mysteries long unsolved.

Above the chant of priests, above 
The blatant tongue of braying doubt,

He hears the still, small voice of Love,
W hich sends its simple message out.

And dearer, sweeter, day by day,
Its mandate echoes from the skies :

“ Go roll the stone of self away
And let the C hrist within thee rise.”

E l l a  W h e e l e r  W i l c o x .


