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1 CANNOT turn my back upon the.Colonies without mentioning a 
few more of the notable acquaintances I  made, besides those men­

tioned in the last chapter. First, then, Mr. A . Meston, o f Chelmer, 
near Brisbane, a well-known litterateur. He was a Magistrate, an. 
ex-member of the Queensland Legislature, was leader of the Govern­
ment Scientific Exploring Expedition of 1889, and an author and 
journalist o f wide reputation. A  sumptuously illustrated work on the 
British acquisition of Australia, which came under my notice, had 
filled me with a horror of the devilish cruelty and merciless extirpa­
tion of the dark races by the conquering whites, and in intro­
ducing to our readers an article contributed to the Theosophist by 
Mr. Meston,f on the subject of the Aboriginals, or so-called 
Black-fellows, I said that they were being treated “  with the 
same concomitants of ferocity, selfishness and faithlessness 
as darken the history of Mexican and Peruvian conquests by 
the Spaniards. From what I have learned on the spot, from 
living witnesses and current histories, I am inclined to 
believe that my own Anglo-Saxon race is as devilishly cruel 
upon occasions as any Semetic, Latin, or Tartar race ever 
was.” The historical work above mentioned gave among its illus­
trations a picture of armed white men hunting black-fellows in and 
out of a stone-quarry as if  they were so many goats or m onkeys;

* Three volumes, in series ofjthirty chapters, tracing the history of the 
Theosophical Society from its beginnings at New York, have appeared in Ihe 
Theosophist, and two volumes are available in book form. Price, Vol. I., cloth, 
Rs. 3-8-0, or paper, Rs. 2-3-0. Vol. II., beautifully illustrated with views of Adyar, 
has just been received by the Manager, Theosophist'. price, cloth, Rs. 5, paper, 
Rs. 3-8-0.

t “ Religious and Other Notes on Queensland Aboriginals,'* Theosophist, for 
July 1891, p. 6 0 5 .



and one could see in one place murdered victims who had fa llen , 
and in another, other poor wretches brought down by gunshots 
from the steep walls of the quarry, up which they were scram bling 
for their lives, by their “  civilized ”  pursuers. It was when m y  
blood was boiling with indignation from this cause that I  met M r. 
Meston, who was recognized as the best-informed authority on th e  
subject o f the religions, languages, manners and customs, and eth n i­
cal traits o f the black people. H is article in the Theosophist em bodies 
more information on these subjects than any other publication m ade 
up to that tim e; I  recommend my readers to refer to it. It appears 
that there are many tribes and almost every one with its own dialect—  
in Queensland, alone, there are perhaps fifty. Mr. Meston described 
them to me as a light-hearted, laughter-loving people, with a keen  
sense of the ludicrous, excellent judges of character, and h av in g  
astonishing powers of mimicry and caricature. “ Some of them ,”  he 
says, “  are born low-comedians, and if  trained as such would exc ite  
shrieks o f laughter in any theatre in the world. They imitate the 
cries and movements of birds and animals with surprising fidelity. 
Some are capable of sincere gratitude, possess keen sensibilities, and 
can be faithful even unto death. Many are ungrateful, treacherous, re­
vengeful, and as cruel as the grave ; but exactly the same verd ict 
may be passed on all civilized races of men. Human nature is the 
same in London as in the tropical jungles or western plains of j A u s ­
tralia, in New York  as in equatorial Africa. In fact, the great cities 
o f the old world can show human specimens far baser and more de­
graded than any Australian savages. The race would be noble, 
indeed, in comparison with the ruffianism of Paris and the scum of 
London.”

T he other day Reuter published an interview with the R ev. S. 
E . Meech, the first refugee Missionary to reach England from China 
since the recent dreadful massacres. Mr. Meech tells us that the 
Boxers, finding seventy Catholic Christians at Larshuy, hiding in a 
pit, threw in fuel and literally burnt them alive. Christendom 
stands aghast at these horrors as it does, equally, at every sim ilar 
tale of non-Christian savagery ; but after a few lip protests it seems 
always w illing to throw a veil o f oblivion over identical acts o f p iti­
less cruelty towards a dark race on the part of the representatives of 
Christianity. The last survivor o f the slaughtered Aboriginals of 
Tasmania died but a fewjyears ago, and desolation has everywhere 
followed in the track o f the white man’s relations with the poor, 
usually helpless tribes whose countries they wish to steal under the 
hypocritical pretext o f “  promoting civilization.”  Does any one 
remember the story of the stormings of Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo 
by the British ? In 1858 I  lived two months in the Tower o f London 
with one of W ellington’s veterans, who wore the medals o f the 
Forlorn Hope given to the storming parties on those two occasions, 
and he told me the sickening Retails of the brutal cruelty shown



when those places were captured. But why go back so far when 
similar black pages have been written ever since in the world’s 
military’ history ? We have seen what the Boxers did to the Catho­
lic Christians ; on the other side, the correspondent o f the Times a 
Neuchwang tells us in his letter of the 13th of August last, that the 
Russians butchered from 1,500 to 2,000 fugitives indiscriminately, 
and says that “  outside the walls, men, women, and children were 
killed, and from all sides came reliable reports o f violation o f women.
There is no possible doubt about the truth of these reports.......The
soldiers, both Infantry and Cossacks have been allowed to do what 
they liked for some days.” Furthermore, the N. Y . Evening Post o f 
Sept. 21st, publishes an account by Mr. W right, o f Oberlin College, 
Ohio, giving details of the alleged massacres by Russians in Man­
churia. The peaceful inhabitants of Blagovestchensk, numbering 
from 3,000 to 4,000 “  were expelled in great haste, and, being forced 
upon rafts entirely inadequate to the passage of such numbers, they 
were mostly drowned in attempting to cross the river. The stream 
was fairly black with bodies for three days after.”  So that Mr. 
Meston was right in saying that the race of the poor Black-fellows 
would come out nobly in the comparison of all the evil things they 
had done with the ruffianism of us, Whites. M y interesting con­
versations with that gentleman were held in Brisbane and out at his 
country-place.

Two points struck me forcibly in his narrative. It  is the custom 
of the Southern tribes, when a man dies, to tie his hands and feet 
together, sling the corpse on a pole and carry it off to the grave. 
It was there placed in a sitting posture in a hole about five feet 
deep, covered by sticks and bushes, overlaid with mould crumbled 
to the fineness o f flour, aud all crevices carefully closed to keep the 
ghost, or “  Wurum” from escaping. He also, but another informant 
more fully (Honorable W. O. Hodgkinson), told me that 
for three days and nights the tribesmen carefully scruti­
nize the loose mould over the corpse for marks of a track or 
tracks of an animate creature—be it bird, insect or beast—as from 
them may be known what sorcerer has compassed the death of the 
supposed victim and in which direction to look for him. It interest­
ed me much to hear this because, in his “  Travels in Peru,”  Dr. 
Tschuddi relates that among the Peruvian Indians it is the custom 
to shut up a corpse in the hut, after sprinkling the floor with wood- 
ashes, and then watch and wail outside until morning. The door is 
then opened and, from bird tracks or those of animals or hisects seen in 
the ashes, the state o f the defunct is ascertained. How remarkable 
a coincidence that this mode of divination should be common to two 
dark races separated by the diameter of the Earth. The other point 
which I  noted was the Black-fellows’ use of the rock-crystal as a 
divining-stone and the way in which it is carried by the wearer. 
Mr. Meston told me a legend of theirs that the tribes of the Russell



R iver had been long  engaged in deadly w arfare, and so m any o f th e  
young m en were being  k illed  th a t all th e  wom en assem bled a n d  
u n ited  in  a pa thetic  appeal to  the  souls of th e ir ancestors for h e lp . 
T h en  th ere  cam e down from th e  sta rs  th e  beautifu l sp irit o f an  o ld  
ch ief called M oiom inda, w ho appeared in a g igan tic  shape, and  in  a  
voice of th u n d e r th a t m ade th e  m ountains trem ble called th e  h o s tile  
trib es  to g e th er and ordered them  to  m ake peace. T h is  be ing  c o n ­
sen ted  to, “  the  m igh ty  Sp irit called up th e  o ldest m an from e ach  
tribe , and  advised them  all n ig h t on the  top of C hooreechillam , a n d  
gave each one a m agnificent rock-crystal, containing the light a n d  
wisdom o f the stars, and  departed  in th e  m orn ing  to  th e  P le iades, 
leav ing  th e  tribes a t peace from th a t day to  th e  p resen t tim e.

“ T h e  rock-crysta l is regarded  as a m ysterious pow er by  m a n y  
A ustra lian  tribes. W ith  som e it is always in th e  possession o f  th e  
o ldest m an, who never allows it to  be seen by th e  w om en o r t h e  
young  m en. I have seen famous chiefs w earing  th e  crystal ro lle d  
up in the  h a ir  on th e  back  of th e  head, or concealed under the a r m , 
attached to a stri?ig round the neck” Now if  th e  reader will tu rn  to  
“ Isis U nveilled ,” I I ,  6 2 6 , he will see w hat M adame B lavatsky s a y s  
about a carnelian  d iv in ing-stone  in h e r possession and its u n e x p e c te d  
and favourable effect upon a Sham an to conduct h e r th ro u g h  T h ib e t .  
S he s a y s : “ E very  Sham an has such  a talism an, which he wears 
attached to a siring, and  canies under his left a r m ” H ow  th e  m a g i­
cal pow ers o f th e  stone w orn by the  Sham an w ere proved, she  te l ls  
in  a m ost p ic turesque narrative, well w orth th e  reading.

I  have ju s t  barely  m entioned above, Mr. Ju stice  G. W. P au l, o f  
th e  D istric t C ourt o f Brisbane, bu t he is w orthy of m uch m ore n o tic e  
th an  th a t. Ju d g e  Paul is—for happily  he still lives—one o f th e  m o s t 
b rillian t counsellors and  erud ite  ju d g es in all the  Colonies. T h e  
tie  of th e  friendship  w hich sp rang  up betw een us had, h o w ever, 
n o th in g  to  do w ith  ou r com m on profession, but it was based o r ig in ­
a lly  upon ou r com m on in te rest in sp iritua l philosophy and  p ra c tic a l 
psychical research. W hen I m et h im  he had  been for m any y e a rs , 
like  myself, s tu d y in g  these  problem s, and w hile a t Eondon o n  a  
vacation, had  becom e in tim ate  w ith  th e  fam ily of F lo rrie  Cook, M r. 
C rookes’ m edium . T h e  stories he to ld  me o f th e  w onders h e  
h ad  seen in th e  privacy  o f th e  dom estic circle w ere even m o re  
w onderful th an  any w hich I have seen reported  in  co n n ec tio n  
w ith  th e  m edium ship  of M iss Cook. T h e  Ju d g e  had, a lso , 
m ade m any m ost successful experim en ts w ith m esm eric su b jec ts . 
I  could well believe all he to ld  m e because of his s tro n g  p e rso n ­
al m agnetism . T h e  evening  w hen he w ent w ith  m e to  m y  
lec tu re  at C entennial H all som e S inhalese w ere p resen t, so, b y  r e ­
quest o f th e  audience, I  gave them  “ P ansil.” T o  th e  several c le rg y ­
m en p resen t th is  inc iden t was especially in teresting .

My re tu rn  jo u rn ey  from Brisbane to  Sydney was m ade by  ra il, 
w hich gave me th e  chance o f seeing the  back coun try  o f th e  tw o



Colonies. I was m uch stru ck  w ith its resem blance to the  ru ral 
districts o f th e  W estern  S ta tes o f A m erica, in th e  appearance o f th e  
buildings, th e  fencing, th e  slovenly cultivation and  the  appearance 
of the people w hom  we saw clustered  at th e  railw ay stations. A t 
Sydney I  m et a gentlem an, a successful young physician, whom  I 
mention because he was a type o f a certain  class whom  every public  
man is con tinually  m eeting . I w ithold  his nam e because I shall 
have to speak  o f him  in term s n o t qu ite  com plim entary. H e  had  
become in terested , it seem s, in T heosophy and  w hen m y nam e was 
mentioned to  h im  a t ou r in troduction , he seem ed ready  to  explode, 
almost, w ith  en thusiasm . H e  counted  as precious every m inu te  he 
could snatch  from h is  professional engagem ents to  spend in m y 
company ; w ent about w ith  m e, especially  to  the  theatre , and took 
me every n ig h t to  h is  house for supper, keep ing  m e up  to  chat un til 
the small hours o f th e  m orn ing  : I never m et a m ore en thusiastic
candidate for m em bership  in ou r Society. O ut of the  crow ds o f 
visitors w ho called  a t m y hotel, I  had no  g rea t difficulty in  g e ttin g  
members, n o r in form ing  th e  Sydney T . S, My fervent friend was 
unanimously elected  P residen t, and  I  left th e  place w ith  rosy hopes 
of the benefits th a t would accrue from th e  acquisition  o f th is  ideal 
President. B ut he was a Rom an C atholic and  a considerable share 
of his practice  cam e from th e  patronage o f th e  Bishop. H e, hearin g  
of the m onstrously  heretical action of h is protege, in jo in in g  a society 
which was anathema m aranatha , gave h im  very clearly  to  understand  
that he w ould have to  choose betw een th e  loss o f h is practice  or 
loyalty to  h is  new  connection. A las ! our colleague’s courage was 
not equal to  th e  stra in , he swallowed all h is fine professions, resigned 
office, and from  th a t tim e to  th is—if he be still liv ing—buried  his 
theosophical asp ira tions in th e  cesspool o f self-in terest. M any cases 
like this have com bined to  m ake me very  suspicious of over-pro tes­
tations o f new  m em bers, and  exaggerated  declarations o f affection 
for m yself an d  o ther leaders of o u r m ovem ent. In  B ulw er’s p lay  of 
Richelieu, th e  g rea t C ardinal, s tand ing  and  looking  after h is fam iliar 
agent, Joseph , who had  ju s t  left th e  room  w ith a profound obeisance, 
says, in a th rillin g  aside, “ H e bowed too low .” H ow  often and  often 
have H .P .B . and  I, after som e unusually  g ush ing  v isito r had  d ep art­
ed, said as m uch as th is  to  each other. T h o u g h  no w ords would 
pass betw een us, m y eyes w ould som etim es p u t to h e r  H am le t’s 
question : “ M adam , how  like you th is  play ?” and  h er responsive 
look would suggest th e  Q ueen’s r e p ly : “ T he  lady do th  p ro tec t too 
much, m e th in k s.” F o rtu n a te ly  for th e  w elfare o f our Sydney B ranch 
it contained m em bers, like M r. G eorge Peell and som e others, who 
were m ade o f en tire ly  different stuff, an d  in whose hands it has been 
carried on from  th a t tim e to  th is  on th e  footing o f a w ork ing  body, 
and has exercised  m uch influence on contem porary  th o u g h t in th a t 
part of th e  world.

I was fo rtunate  enough  to  m eet som e o f th e  lead ing  sta tesm en  o f



different Colonies whose names have figured largely in the recen t 
Federation movement, such as S ir  Samuel Griffith, Hon. M r. 
Barton, S ir George R. Dibbs, Alfred Deakin, Hon, John W oods 
and others. Two or three of them occupied the chair at m y  
lectures, and my conversations with them, both upon occu lt 
and political matters were highly interesting ; they have enabled m e 
to follow recent events with intelligent understanding of the under­
current o f Colonial feeling.

On the 17th May, at Melbourne, I  enjoyed the rare p leasure 
of hearing a Christian clergyman, the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, iii preach­
ing to an audience of 1,500 people on “  Buddhism and C hristian­
ity, ”  praise our Society. Well, I  thought, the old saying is true—  
wonders w ill never cease.

From Sydney to Melbourne, and Melbourne to Adelaide, a s  
from Brisbane to Sydney, I  travelled by rail, so that I may s a y  
that I have had a very fair chance of seeing the country. N o  
sleeping-berth being available in the train from Sydney to A delaide, 
on account of a crowd going to the races, I  passed one o f th e  
most miserable nights in my life in a compartment crowded w ith  
horse-jockeys and book-makers. In the abstract, it was w orth 
while having experience with those animals on two legs, but the 
knowledge was gained at the expense of a whole night in an atm os­
phere of pipe-smoke, whiskey fumes, profanity and vulgar language, 
the like of which I never heard before: may I never have it 
again.

The notable person at Adelaide, for whose sake this paragraph 
is written, was Mr. N. A . Knox, who was a man extremely w orth 
knowing. He was one of the most influential men in the Colony, a 
member of, I think, the oldest law-firm of Adelaide, prominent in the 
local Club, and the owner of a beautiful place at Burnside, a suburb 
of Adelaide. Both he aud his gifted wife are leading spirits in the 
local Branch which I formed during the visit in question. M iss 
Pickett, the devoted daughter o f Mrs. E lise Pickett, o f Melbourne, 
had volunteered to go to Colombo and take charge o f our Sangharnitta 
School, and her steamer touched at Adelaide on the second day 
after my arrival there. Mr. and Mrs. K nox and I went by rail 
to Largs Bay aud thence by steam launch to her steamer to v isit 
her, but she had gone ashore and we missed her. Mr. K n o x, 
finding that she was travelling third-class from motives of economy, 
and appreciating this proof of devotion and self-sacrifice on the 
part of a refined young lady, with characteristic generosity paid the 
difference and had her transferred into the second-class saloon. 
T h is is one of those unconsidered trifles which indicate the 
character of a man as clearly as any amount o f panegyric.

My work in Australia being finished I  embarked on the 27th 
May for Colombo on the P. &  O. s.s. “  M assilia,”  as above noted, 
and was warmly welcomed by Capt. Fraser, the commander, whom



I had met at dinner at Government House, Sydney, and who took 
me to his own table. Barring the lecture on Theosophy, already 
mentioned, the voyage homeward was pleasant and uneventful. We 
reached Colombo on the ioth o f June, and our steamer, leaving 
Adelaide two days later than Miss Pickett’s, anchored in Colombo 
Harbour a few hours earlier; so that I was able to go on board her 
boat with a committee of Sinhalese ladies, bring her ashore, and 
escort her to Tichborne Hall, the school building. Mr. Keightley, 
happening to be in Colombo at the time, was also present and 
I made an address of welcome on behalf of the Womens’ Educa­
tion Society. Calling up Mrs. Weerakoon, the President, I 
had her take Miss Pickett by the hand, give her a sisterly welcome 
and acknowledge her as Principal. The hall was decorated 
with the taste for which the Sinhalese are conspicuous and 
Miss Pickett was charmed with her first view of her new 
home. The next morning I took Miss Pickett to see the 
High-Priest and his College ; and as she was w illing and anxious to 
become a Buddhist, the H igh-Priest and I arranged for a public 
meeting at our H all the next evening, for her to take Pansil. The 
room was packed to suffocation and there was a roar of applause after 
she had gone through with the simple ceremony. B y request, I 
lectured on the Buddhistic incidents of my Australian tour. The 
creation o f a Blavatsky Scholarship Fund, for the education of 
Buddhist girls being suggested, I took subscriptions to the amount 
of Rs. 500 towards it, but the idea was never carried out. On the 
following day a Garden Party in honour of Miss Pickett was given at 
the Sanghamitta School. A t this time Dr. Daly was showing the worst 
side of his nature, and he had grossly insulted the faithful Sinhalese 
Committee, who had been working so hard with me during the pre­
vious ten years. The situation was altogether very strained, and when 
I left for Marseilles with Mr. Keightley, on the French steamer, on 
the 15th o f June, the feeling was very bitter on both sides.

The homeward voyage was smooth and without notable incident: 
we reached Marseilles on the 2nd Ju ly , Paris on the 3rd, and London 
on the 4th, where I  arrived at 6 p .m . W. Q. Judge, who had come 
over from New York  in response to my telegram, met me and took me 
to the headquarters at 19, Avenue Road, where I had an affectionate 
greeting from Mrs. Besant and the other residents o f the house. Mrs.
B. and I  visited the bed-room of H . P. B ., and after a time o f solemn 
meditation, pledged ourselves to be true to the Cause and to each 
other. T he death of my co-Founder had left me as the recognized 
sole centre o f the movement, and it seemed as i f  the hearts o f all our 
best workers warmed towards me more than they had ever done 
before.

A  general Convention o f our Branches in Europe having been 
called for the 9th of Ju ly , the Delegates from Sweden reported 
themselves on the 6th, and others from different countries, including



G reat B ritain  and  Ire land , kep t com ing, up  to  th e  tim e of opening. 
I  have noted  in m y en try  for th e  8 th  o f Ju ly  a dom estic incident 
w hich I th in k  w orth  reg istering  here, because it is so illustrative of 
th e  sp irit o f devotion to  our Society w hich has been show ing itself 
a t in tervals th ro u g h o u t our w hole corporate  h istory . A lthough it 
poured  in to rren ts  on the  day in question, a num ber o f ladies and 
gen tlem en, one or two, I believe, of noble b irth , ga thered  together 
a t A venue Road and  shelled peas by th e  bushel, scraped bushels of 
potatoes and o th e r vegetables, and  did  a lo t o f m iscellaneous house­
w ork in preparation  for th e  en te rta in m en t o f D elegates in a large 
m arquee erected  in th e  garden. T h ere  w ere grave lite rary  men and 
wom en, artists, m em bers o f th e  learned  professions and others of 
dignified social position, cheerfully  u n d ertak in g  th is  m enial work 
for the  sake of th e  Society w hich they  loved. On th a t sam e evening, 
by  request, I  gave personal rem iniscences o f H .P .B . to  au informal 
m eeting  of D e leg a tes; and th e  questions p u t to  m e elicited  an  amount 
of detail about th e  private  life, h ab its  and  opinions o f o u r dear, 
never-to-be-rep laced , H elena  Petrovna. I t  touched  m e to  see the 
evidences of h e r strong  hold  upon th e  affections o f all w ho had  been 
associated w ith  her. Sm arting , as I was, from a bereavem ent which 
was to me inexpressib ly  g rea te r th an  it could have been  to  any of 
th e  o thers who had been less m ixed  up in h er life th a n  I, their 
ev idently  sincere g rie f strong ly  excited  m y em otious. I t  w as only 
now, w hen I  stood in h e r L ondon hom e, w here we h ad  passed 
m any p leasant hours together, d u rin g  m y visits to  L ondon, an d  saw 
m yself su rrounded  by th e  objects she had  left on h e r desk , the 
latest books th a t she had  been reading, th e  b ig  chair she h ad  sat in 
and  th e  dresses she had  w orn, th a t I felt th e  full sense o f our 
irreparab le  loss. A lthough  I had  know n for years th a t sh e  would 
die before me, yet I never expected  th a t she w ould leave me so 
abrup tly  w ithout passing  over to me certa in  secrets w hich sh e  told 
me she m ust give me before she could go. So it seem ed alm ost as 
though  there  was som e m istake, and  th a t, instead o f hav ing  gone on 
th e  long  jo u rn ey  to  the  h igher sphere, she m ust have ju s t  taken 
tem porary  leave of us w ith th e  in ten tion  o f com ing back  to  have 
those last w ords w ith  me and  then  get h e r final release. I  even ex­
pected  th a t she w ould come to  m y bedside th a t n igh t, b u t my 
slum bers w ere not in terrup ted . A nd so I  braced m yself up  to  carry 
th e  heavy bu rden  th a t had fallen upon my shoulders, and  do my 
best to keep th e  vital pow er unw eakened w ith in  the  body o f the 
Society w hich we two had b u ilt up together.

H . S. O l c o t t .



OBSTACLES TO SPIRITUAL PROGRESS*

II. T h e  Ch ie f  Obstacles E x pl a in e d .
[As hardly any notes were made of the second and th ird  lectures, 

these had to  be written out from memory, and are incomplete.—Ed. note].
have seen w hat are th e  th ree  m ain conditions for p rogress ;
and  from th e ir na tu re  it is clear th a t they  are necessary  for 

those who are  still liv ing in th e  w orld w ith perhaps b u t little  th o u g h t 
of following a sp iritua l life, as well as for those who have definitely  
set out on th e  sp iritua l path . In  th e  earlie r stages th e  foundation  
must be laid  for th e  final superstructu re , and  th o u g h  th e  details 
change as we advance, yet th e  m ain p rincip les are th e  sam e r ig h t 
through. T h is  m orn ing  we have to exam ine som e o f th e  obstacles 
that lie in  our way, and  if  possib le to  classify them  so th a t we m ay 
be the b e tte r  able to  deal w ith  them . A nd  if  it m ay seem  th a t th e ir  
number, th e ir  sub tle ty , th e ir  un iversality  is such as to  discourage us, 
then we shou ld  bear in m ind  th a t th e  d iv in ity  w ith in  us is all-pow er­
ful, tha t th e re  is no obstacle w hich it canno t overcom e. N ot only  
so, but these  very  obstacles w hich stand  in our way to-day are  th e  
same th a t th e  sages and  sa in ts ot th e  past have h ad  to  m eet. T hey  
have surm ounted  them , and  in  th e ir  success we find th e  guaran tee  
that we also shall u ltim ate ly  su cceed ; for th e  sam e life th a t is in 
them is also in  us.

W e shall find th a t the  classification follows th e  sam e general 
lines as th a t o f th e  conditions for progress. B eginning, then , w ith  
the sim plest and  least subtle, we find th a t one g rea t h ind rance  to  
progress is lack  of developm ent, and lack  o f pu rity  o f ou r sheaths. 
This may no t d irectly  touch  th e  E go, for th e  sheaths are  bu t tem ­
porary in strum en ts, and  th e  low er ones last b u t a sing le  life-period. 
But no w orkm an, how ever skilful, can do effective w ork, if  h is tools 
aud instrum ents are ou t o f o r d e r ; and  sim ilarly  th e  E go  can 
neither grow  no r w ork well unless its in stru m en ts  are  fairly p e r­
fect and responsive to its touch. T h u s  it  becom es a  p a rt o f our 
duty, of ou r religion even, to  see th a t our sheaths are well develop­
ed. A strong , healthy  body, well exercised  in all its  parts  and 
muscles, is one o f th e  least difficult th in g s to  a tta in  ; and  requires 
little m ore th a n  obedience to  n a tu ra l laws, and  th e  follow ing ou t o f 
simple an d  w holesom e rules of life. T rue , it m ay be th a t ou r 
karmic lim ita tions will stand  in our way here, and  w eakness and  
suffering m ay be needed by th e  E go for o th er p u rp o se s ; bu t th a t 
does no t a lte r our duty . W hatever our past K arm a m ay be, ou r 
present d u ty  is to  m ake th e  best physical conditions we can a t th e  
present, know ing  th a t th en  we shall be do ing  all in ou r power, and  
that our physical tool will be as perfect for our use as our past
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m akes possible. P u rity  o f body com es nex t, and on th is  it should 
hard ly  be necessary to  dwell in Ind ia , for th e  trad itions o f th e  past 
have so im pressed  th is  lesson. P u rity  o f food, p u rity  o f life are 
no t only  fully appreciated, b u t th e  m ethod o f a tta in in g  them  has been 
reduced  to  a science. So th a t here, o f all countries, th e re  is th e  least 
excuse if  m en ham per them selves w ith  th e  burden  of an im pure 
body.

B ut w hen we com e to  th e  o th e r sheaths, o u r task  is m ore diffi­
cult. Im p u rity  o f desire and o f though t, w ant of control o f the  m ind 
rise up, g rea t barriers  in  our way. F o r how  can we hope to  fix our 
whole th o u g h t on tsv a ra  and becom e one w ith  H im , who is all 
purity , so long  as we are in du lg ing  in  im pure th o ugh t, and  are  de­
s irin g  th in g s th a t belong only to  th is  passing  existence, th in g s  th a t 
we have already learned  to recognise as unw orthy  o f th e  d ivine 
essence th a t is ourselves. H ow  can we hope to  keep our m ind  for 
ever stead ily  cen tred  in th e  Suprem e, w hen we cannot yet keep  it 
cen tred  for even an hour o r so on som e subject o f study  we w an t to  
follow out. “ F o r M anas is verily  restless, O K rishna  ; it is im petu ­
ous, s tro n g  and  difficult to  bend  ; I  deem  it as h a rd  to  curb  as th e  
w ind .”* I t  m ay be a m atte r o f little  m om ent a t p resen t th a t we 
should  keep  ou r a tten tion  fixed on the  m atters  we are engaged  in 
for th ey  are for th e  m ost p a rt m ere bubbles o f a ir th a t b u rs t an d  
leave no trace behind. B ut we are bu ild in g  for th e  fu ture, an d  as 
we grow  we shall have to  concern ourselves w ith  m atters th a t  a re  
o f param oun t im portance in them selves, and  then  th e  inab ility  to  
concentrate  th e  a tten tion  will d rag  us to ou r ru in . T h u s  it becom es 
essential th a t we should  now and here check th e  restlessness o f  th e  
m ind. T h e  developm ent of all our m ental pow ers m ust accom pany 
th e  cultivation o f concentration , and bo th  ends are reached  by  
steady, m ethodical study. H ere  we m ust guard  against th e  m is­
take  o f th in k in g  th a t certa in  subjects o f s tudy  are u se le ss ; a m istake  
th a t is frequently  m ade by  young  studen ts. N ot only is every b ran ch  
o f s tudy  useful as a m eans of tra in in g  one faculty  o r an o th e r o f  th e  
m ind, b u t it is also o f th e  g rea test value in  itself, because it h a s  its  
correspondence on a h ig h er plane. T ak e  m athem atics as an illu s tra ­
tion , a subject th a t by  some is regarded  as dry , un in te resting , and  p e r­
haps of little  value. But th e  very  basis of m athem atics is th e  science 
and  relation  o f num bers, and  if  we study  it  on rig h t lines it w ill open  
up  to  u s  th a t in n e r relation o f num bers w hich lies a t th e  roo t o f  
m anifestation. N um ber, we are tau g h t, underlies all fo rm ; i t  
underlies colour, sound, all th e  various m anifestations o f th e  
O ne L if e ; if  th en  we u nderstand  th e  science o f num bers, w e 
shall have taken  th e  first step  tow ards u n d erstan d in g  th e  very  
basis of m anifestation  itself. A long  w ith  it m ust go th e  stu d y  
o f th e  various m anifestations o f num ber—m usic, a rt, geom etry, 
th e  various branches o f na tu ra l science. S im ilarly  every sub-
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ject o f study  has its  correlation  on h ig h e r planes, and  leads us 
nearer to  an u n d erstan d in g  o f the  very  essence o f being. E very  
branch o f  know ledge, be ing  a p a rt o f th e  tru th , is a p artia l exp res­
sion of th e  Suprem e ; u n ity  w ith  th e  Suprem e will open up  to  us 
knowledge o f all H is  expressions of H im s e lf ; b u t th e  earlier steps 
towards th e  a tta in m en t o f th a t u n ity  lie in  th e  endeavour to  u n d e r­
stand a ll we can o f these partia l expressions. R estlessness o f m ind, 
then, a n d  failure to  develop our m ental faculties, m ust be guarded  
against as well as th e  m ore obvious failings o f im purity  in  th o u g h t 
and desire.

T h e  n e x t g roup  o f h indrances is associated w ith  th e  failure to  
d iscrim inate betw een th e  real and  th e  unreal. T h e  m ost obvious 
of these  are  all th e  various form s of self-indulgence, w hich  sp ring  
out o f th e  identification of ourselves w ith  ou r sheaths instead  o f 
with th e  E go. T h is  is an  inevitab le resu lt o f th e  n a tu ra l course o f 
evolution, our consciousness b e ing  first developed th ro u g h  an d  in  
the shea th s , beg inn ing  w ith  th e  densest. T h u s  we first iden tify  ou r­
selves w ith  th e  physical sheath , and  physical pleasures in  th e  earlier 
stages ap p ear to  b rin g  us th e  g reatest happiness. A fter repeated  
experiences o f th e ir  tran sito ry  n a tu re  th ey  begin  to  pall on us, and  
then w e identify  ourselves w ith  th e  astra l sheath  and  find our p lea­
sure iu  th e  p lay  o f th e  em otions ; w hile th e  n ex t step  is to iden tify  
ourselves w ith th e  m ental sheath , an d  find ou r sole happiness in in ­
tellectual pleasures. As in all m atters  o f r ig h t an d  Wrong, each 
step is  a n  advance on the  one before, and  only becom es a  h in d ran ce  
when w e are ready  to  tak e  th e  succeeding  one. I t  is d istinc tly  
better to  take  a keen de ligh t in th e  p leasures o f th e  senses th an  to  
feel th a t  indifference to  them  w hich arises from  ignorance  o f th e ir  
powers ; for th ro u g h  th a t very keen  d e ligh t w ill u ltim ate ly  com e th e  
know ledge o f th e ir  real natu re . B ut w hen once we have begun  to  
realise th a t they  belong  to th e  least perm anen t o f ou r sheaths, then  
t h a t  de lig h t, i f  indulged, becom es a h indrance. T h e  tim e has th en  
eome fo r us to  seek our pleasure h igher, and  to  indu lge  o u r love of th e  
beautiful* of m usic, o f art. S till it is a form of self-indulgence, sub tle  
and refined  th o u g h  it  b e ; even in tellectual p leasures m ay becom e so, 
and m ay  be an  even m ore dangerous h indrance  th an  sensuality . 
T hus w e need  to  b rin g  o ther influences to  bear on these  m atters. 
F irst w e shall seek to  find th a t in th e  E go, w hich corresponds w ith  
this en joym en t in  th e  sheath . T ake the  love o f th e  beautifu l. A t 
first w e need  to  be su rrounded  by beautifu l objects ; we see and feel 
the poetry  o f na tu re  ; th e  hum m ing  o f th e  b irds and  insects around  
uSj th e  b rilliance and  fragrance of th e  flowers, th e  ripple o f th e  
waves on th e  sea-shore, th e  play o f form and  colour u n d er th e  sk ilfu l 
fingers o f th e  artis t, all these  b rin g  us th a t keenness o f de lig h t asso­
ciated w ith  th e  artis tic  nature . B ut p resen tly  we find th a t they  in  
them selves have no pow er to  give us d e l ig h t ; th a t we m ay be su r­
rounded by  all objects o f de ligh t, ye t feel n o n e ; th a t, on th e  o ther



hand, th e  objects m ay be absen t and yet th e  de ligh t be keener than  
ever. A nd  so we learn  th a t th e  real source of a rtis tic  p leasure is in 
th e  E go ; th a t there  is som eth ing  th ere  w hich responds to these  ex ­
te rn a l stim uli, and  th a t it is th e  response, no t the  stim ulus, which 
gives us deligh t. A t last we find th a t th is  response m ay be in itia ­
ted  from w ith in , in dependen tly  o f th e  ex te rn a l stim ulus, and th en  it 
m atters not w hat our su rrou n d in g s m ay b e ; we m ay live in the 
m idst of squalor and  ugliness, and  yet m ay be su rrounded  on all 
sides by  form s of b e a u ty ; our very  soul m ay be full o f th e  m usic and 
a rt o f n a tu re  herself. T h is  is th e  first s tep  tow ards overcom ing th is  
obstacle o f self-indulgence, for it is th e  first step  inw ard  from the 
sheath  to  th e  Ego. B ut it is only  th e  first, and  bu t a sh o rt one ; the 
n e x t is taken  w hen we begin to  realise th a t all beau ty  ex ists for the 
sake of all, no t for th e  sake of th e  individual. T h en  we begin  to create 
form s and  sounds o f beau ty  and  shed  them  all a round  us th a t o thers 
m ay feel and  enjoy them , and be purified and elevated by them . 
A nd  so in  th e  place o f self-indulgence on every plane, th e re  comes 
th e  exercising  o f all th e  pow ers o f enjoym ent and appreciation  we 
have developed, for th e  increasing  o f th e  happ iness o f o thers along 
w ith  our own, instead  o f for th e  m ere gratification  o f th e  separated  
self. T h u s  ou t o f th e  very  u n d erstan d in g  o f th e  n a tu re  o f th is  
obstacle m ay sp rin g  its  cure.

I t  is hard ly  necessary  to  specialise th e  various form s of self-indu l­
gence—glu ttony , voluptuousness, greed, covetousness, lust, m ean n ess; 
th ey  are  all closely re la ted  to  one ano ther, a ll have th e ir  root in  our 
m istak ing  th e  unreal for th e  real, and  all re-appear in m ore and m ore 
sub tle  form s as we rise from p lane to plane. But th e re  is one k ind  
of self-indulgence th a t is no t alw ays recognized as such. I t  is 
d iscon ten t, one o f th e  su b tlest and m ost dangerous of th is  g roup  of 
hindrances. D isconten t w ith  ou r su rround ings, d iscon ten t w ith  th e  
associations o f ou r p resen t life, d iscon ten t w ith ou r opportun ities, 
and, sub tlest o f all, discontent w ith ourselves. I t  saps ou r very  life­
blood ; w e are ever w asting  our energy  in  th in k in g  o f w hat we 
would do w ere th in g s  as we w ould w ish, o f how m uch b e tte r we 
would be w ere ou r opportun ities greater, instead  o f u tilis ing  to  th e  
very  best advantage th e  little  o pportun ity  we have. N o th in g  can  be 
m ore illusory , n o th in g  m ore full o f self-deception. I t  is no t our su r­
round ings th a t keep us back, it is no t for lack of opportun ity  th a t 
we stan d  still. A gain  and  again  can we observe bo th  in  ou r own 
lives and  in  those of others, how we th in k  it is som e difficult c ircum ­
stance th a t p reven ts us from doing  a certain  th in g  we know  we 
ou gh t to  do. W e say  to  ourselves, “ I  canno t do th is  y e t ; if  only  th is  
difficulty were rem oved, th en  I  could w ork. I  could p ro g re ss /’ 
P resen tly  th e  difficulty is rem oved, bu t th e  p rogress is no t m ade. 
N o, it is in ourselves th a t all h ind rances lie, no t in ou r su rro u n d in g s ; 
if  we really  believed in  th e  Law  of K arm a, we should  know  th is , 
we should  know  th a t our su rround ings, w hatever they  m ay be, a re



ex ac tly  w hat are m ost needed for th e  grow th of th e  Ego, and  so far 
from  feeling  d isconten t, we should  rejoice and  glory in th e  very diffi­
cu lties  th a t beset ou r way. S im ilary  we should  be conten ted  w ith  
ourselves, know ing  th a t w hat we are is th e  m easure o f the  grow th  o f 
th e  E go, and  therefore  th a t it is in reality  w hat we m ost need to be a t 
th is  pa rticu la r po in t in our evolution. I t  is v an ity  and selfishness th a t 
m ak e  us d isconten ted , though  we too often m istake these for m odesty. 
B ut tru e  m odesty does no t look inw ard to  th e  p e rso n a lity ; it looks ou t 
in to  th e  self, and  th e re  loses itse lf  in th e  jo y  of th e  Self. T h a t w hich 
looks inw ard, w hether w ith  com placence o r w ith  depreciation , is 
s till van ity , and  only  leads to  th e  m isery  o f e ith e r  p ride  o r d iscon­
te n t.  L et us no longer deceive ourselves then  ; le t us cease to  th in k  
o f  w hat we are, and o f w hat we would w ish to  do if  we could, and  
sp en d  all ou r energy  sim ply in being  and  doing. E m erson, a tru e  
T h eo so p h is t in th o u g h t, th o u g h  no t in nam e, expresses th e  sam e 
id ea  w hen he  says : — “ W hy should  we m ake it a po in t w ith  our 
false m odesty, to  d isparage th a t m an we are, and  th a t form of being  
assigned  to  us ? A  good m an is contented. I love and honour 
E pam inondas, bu t I do not wish to  be E pam inondas. I hold it m ore 
ju s t  to  love th e  w orld o f th is  hou r th an  th e  w orld o f h is hour. N or 
can  you, if  I  am true , excite  m e to  th e  least uneasiness by say ing
4 H e  acted, and th o u  s itte s t s till.’ I see action to be good w hen th e  
n eed  is, and  s ittin g  still to  be also good. E pam inondas, if  he was 
th e  m an  I tak e  him  for, w ould have sat still w ith  joy  and peace if  
h is  lo t had  been m ine. H eaven  is large, and  affords space for all
inodes o f love an d  fo rtitu d e ........... action and  inaction  are a like  to
th e  tru e . One piece o f th e  tree  is cu t for a w eathercock, and  one 
fo r th e  sleeper o f a b r id g e ; th e  v irtue  of th e  wood is apparen t in 
b o th . I desire not to  d isgrace th e  soul. T h e  fact th a t I am here  
ce rta in ly  show s m e th a t th e  soul had  need o f an organ here. Shall 
I  n o t  assum e th e  post ? Shall I sk u lk  and dodge and duck w ith  
m y  unseasonable  apologies and  vain m odesty, and  im agine m y being  
h e re  im pertinen t, less p e rtin en t th an  E pam inondas or H om er being
th e re , and th a t th e  soul did n o t know  its own needs ?....... I  w ill no t
m e an ly  decline th e  im m ensity  o f good because I have heard  th a t 
i t  h a s  com e to  o thers in an o th er shape .”*

A no ther aspect o f th is  group  o f failings is un tru th fu lness. I t  
b eg in s  in th a t com m on form o f u n tru th fu ln ess  w hich will tell 
a  lie  for th e  sake o f som e m ateria l benefit, b u t th is  form , by  its  
v e ry  barefacedness, is com paratively  easy to  overcom e ; it b rin g s 
its  own p u n ishm en t in  its tra in . M ore sub tle  and  correspond­
in g ly  m ore dangerous is th e  u n tru th fu ln ess  w hich p rom pts to  
fla tte ry . T h e  desire to  gain som e benefit or avoid som e m is­
fo rtu n e  is again th e  p rom pting  m otive, bu t it is often excused 
on th e  g round  th a t it is done w ith  th e  object o f p leasing  th e
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o n e  to  w h o m  it  is  ad d re ssed . N o  g re a te r  m is tak e  co u ld  be  m ad e . 
F la tte ry  is th e  w o rs t c o m p lim e n t th a t  can  be p a id  to  a n y  one* 
for o n ly  th e  v ery  foo lish  o r  th e  v ery  sm a ll-m in d e d  a re  p le ase d  
b y  i t ; o th e rs  v a lu e  it  a t  i ts  tr u e  w o rth , a n d  th in k  less, n o t  
m ore , o f  th o se  w ho  c o n d e sc e n d  to  em p lo y  it. W h e n  a  n a tio n  
b e g in s  to  fall a  p re y  to  it, th e n  it  is as th o u g h  a  ca n k e r-w o rm  w e re  
e a tin g  o u t i ts  v e ry  h e a r t ; se lf-resp e c t d ies, fa lsehood  sp rea d s  th r o u g h  
ev e ry  d e p a r tm e n t o f  th e  n a tio n a l life, a n d  u n le ss  i t  b e  c h e ck e d , th e  
n a tio n  m u s t su re ly  d ie . T h in k  o f  th is , H in d u s — y o u  w h o  a t  t im e s  
a re  te m p te d  to  f la tte r  th e  “  ru lin g  race  ”— o f w h o m  it  h a s  b e e n  s a id , 
w h e th e r  tru th fu lly  o r  n o t I  leav e  you  to  ju d g e , th a t  f la tte ry  is  b e ­
co m in g  o n e  o f  th e  n a tio n a l v ic e s ; th in k  o f  it, a n d  re m e m b e r t h a t  i t  
w ill de fea t i ts  ow n en d , a t  th e  sam e tim e  th a t  i t  w ill sap  y o u r  e n e rg y , 
an d  lo w er y o u r  p o sitio n  in  th e  sca le  o f  n a tio n s . T ru th  th ro u g h  a n d  
th ro u g h  is ab so lu te ly  n ec essa ry  i f  w e w o u ld  g ro w  in  s p ir itu a lity , fo r 
th e  v e ry  essen ce  o f  th e  S u p re m e  is t r u th ,  a n d  how  can  w e co m e 
n e a r  H is  h e a r t u n le ss  w e a lso  a re  tru e . I t  is  n o t e n o u g h  to  s p e a k  
th e  t ru th ,  i t  is n o t en o u g h  to  a c t th e  t r u th ,  w e m u s t b e  tru e  to  th e  
v e ry  co re  o f  o u r  b e in g , so th a t  n e v e r  a fa lse  n o te  is g iv en  o u t.

C losely  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th is  g ro u p  o f  o b s ta c le s  is  a n o th e r  th a t  
h a s  for its  fu n d a m e n ta l c h a ra c te r is tic  th e  love o f  se p ara te n ess . F o r  
th e  id en tif ica tio n  o f  o u rse lv es w ith  th e  sh e a th s  b e lo n g s  to  th e  s ta g e  
w h en  se p a ra te n ess  is th e  law  o f  e v o lu tio n  ; i t  is th u s , so  to  s p e a k , th e  
su b jec tiv e  s id e  o f  th a t  o f  w h ich  th e  o b jec tiv e  s id e  ap p e a rs  in  a l l  th e  
fa ilin g s th a t  a re  g en e ra lly  g ro u p ed  to g e th e r  as th e  se lfish  p ro p e n s i­
tie s . In d iffe re n ce  to  th e  w elfa re  o f  o th e rs , fau lt-f in d in g  a n d  s la n d e r ,  
su sp ic io n , re se n tm e n t, an g e r , rev en g e , envy , je a lo u sy , m alice , h a t e ,  
c ru e lty , a ll th e se  a re  w ell rec o g n ised , a n d  n ee d  no  co m m en t. T h e r e  
is, how ever, on e  so m ew h at s u b tle r  form  on w h ich  w e m ay  d w e ll— 
th e  a t t i tu d e  th a t  is so m e tim es ad o p ted  by  th e  e ld e r  m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  h u m a n  fam ily  to w ard s  th e ir  y o u n g e r  b ro th e rs . E v e r y  
n a tio n  h a s  its  “ su b m e rg e d  te n th ,” c o n s is tin g  o f  th o se  w hose  K a rm a  
h a s  b ro u g h t th e m  in to  s u r ro u n d in g s  o f  p o v e r ty  a n d  d is tre ss . T h e y  
a re  o u ts id e  th e  p a le  o f  th e  n a tio n , fo r th e ir  ta s te s  a re  u n re fin ed , t h e y  
h av e  li t t le  o r  no  ed u c a tio n , th e ir  s ta n d a rd  o f  m o ra lity  is low , t h e y  
to o  o ften  live in  an  a tm o sp h e re  o f  co a rsen e ss  a n d  crim e. So th e i r  
m ore  fo rtu n a te  b ro th e rs  avo id  a n d  sc o rn  th e m  ; th e y  d raw  th e i r  
s k ir ts  as id e  th a t  th e y  m ay  n o t be  p o llu te d  b y  th e  to u c h  o f  d e g ra d a ­
tio n , a n d  b y  th is  v e ry  a c t th e y  w id en  th e  g u lf  th a t  y aw n s b e tw e e n  
th e m , an d  in te n s ify  th e  sen se  o f  se p a ra te n ess . S u ch  is n o t th e  s p i r i t  
o f  b ro th e rh o o d  ; th e  e ld e r  b ro th e r  o f  a  fam ily  does n o t d raw  a s id e  
from  h is  li t t le  b ro th e r  b ecau se  in  h is  foo lish  ig n o ra n c e  h e  s its  in  th e  
d ir t  a n d  m ak es  m u d  p ies  ; h e  ra th e r  lif ts  h im  o u t o f  th e  d i r t  a n d  
w ashes h is  face, a n d  g ives h im  so m e th in g  b e t te r  to  am u se  h im s e lf  
w ith . S u re ly  w e, w h o  p rid e  o u rse lv es on  o u r  b e t te r  b ir th ,  o u r g r e a te r  
re f in em en t, o u r  m o re  h ig h ly -d e v e lo p e d  in te lle c t, o r  p o ss ib ly  o u r  
b e t te r  ca s te  o r  h ig h e r  soc ia l o o s itio n , s h o u ld  a c t likew ise , sh o u ld  l if t



our younger b ro thers ou t o f th e  m ire o f degradation  and  show  them  
some b e tte r  w ay o f am using  them selves. I t  has been done. In  m any 
nations, some o f th e  m ore fo rtunate  have given o f th e ir  energy  and  
their w ealth  to  raise these less developed souls, and  have found th a t, 
undeveloped as they  are, th ey  are still susceptib le to  bo th  in tellectual 
and m oral tra in ing , and  th e  resu lts fully repay th e  efforts th a t have 
been m ade. In  In d ia  too  th e  experim en t has been tried  and  has 
shown signs o f success. T h e  g rea te r then  is our responsib ility  if  we 
neglect th is  du ty  th a t lies r ig h t a t o u r doors. N ever shall we rise 
into un ion  w ith  th e  F a th e r o f all th a t lives, un til we have learned  
how to  draw  th e  re s t o f H is  ch ild ren  n earer to  H im , for we should  
rem em ber th a t “ G od has need for a ll  H is  children , and  n o t oxly 
for those who clim b near H is  feet.”*

T h is  fa iling  takes an o th e r form as we advance. W e rise above 
the m ere p e rso n a lity ; th e  o rd inary  selfish p ropensities lose th e ir  
power over us, for th e  objects w ith w hich th ey  are associated have 
ceased to  a ttra c t us. W e are indeed trav e llin g  along  th e  p a th  o f 
sp irituality , and  a re  beg in n in g  to  acquire  know ledge faculties th a t 
do not be long  to  th e  earlie r stages. T h en  com es one of th e  m ost 
subtle oi th e  dangers we have to  m eet. I f  in  th e  earlie r stages we 
have cu ltiv a ted  th e  sense o f separateness, if  we have sough t know ­
ledge an d  pow er because we w anted  them  for ourselves, here  we 
shall be assailed  by sp iritua l pride. W e shall be tem pted  to  try  to  
retain o u r  know ledge and  pow er for ourselves, to  look down on 
those w hom  we ju d g e  to  be less advanced thau  ourselves. “ I  am  
better th a n  thou ,” w ill be o u r th o u g h t ; “ I  have pow ers th a t thou  
hast no t, I  am  sing led  ou t from  th e  re s t o f hum an ity  by m y know ­
ledge, by  m y sp iritu a lity  ; I  w ill jea lously  guard  it, an d  keep it to  
myself, lest i t  should  becom e th e  com m on property  of all, an d  th en  
I shall lose m y position  o f d is tin c tio n .” A nd  so we w rap ourselves 
np in a  th ic k  cloak o f p ride  and  conceit, an d  s it in  so litary  s ta te  on  
a p innacle o f ou r own bu ild ing . T h e  fact th a t advancing  sp iritu a l­
ity increases o u r sensitiveness on ly  adds to o u r  danger. A s we 
grow, we begin  to  re ject th e  coarser v ibrations, and  if  we come in 
contact w ith  them  we feel ill a t ease and  sh rin k  back  in to  ourselves, 
excusing ourselves on th e  g round  th a t we are now “ so sensitive ” 
that we can n o t bear them . O ur sensitiveness is as n o th in g  com pared 
with th a t o f th e  g rea t Saviours o f th e  w orld, ye t they were able to  bear 
to come in  con tact w ith  sinn ing , suffering hum anity , and  to give 
freely of T h e ir  own sw eetness and  p u r i ty ! O ur sensitiveness is less 
than no th ing , com pared w ith  th a t o f Isvara  H im self, yet H e  no t only  
comes in  con tact w ith  sin  and  suffering b u t H e  is actually  th e re  in  
the very h e a rt o f hum anity , suffering w ith  th e  pain  o f every being  
that suffers. T h e re  is no pain  th a t is no t H is pain , and  shall we, 
in our a rro g an t conceit, sh rin k  back from  th e  suffering o f o thers,

♦ le c tu re  a,t $ t. Jam es ’* H ajl. A. Besant.



because, forsooth, it  g rates on ou r fancied p u r i ty ! Fools th a t we 
are, no t to  see th a t every sh rin k in g  back  in to  ourselves carries 
us a step  farther away from th e  Lord. Sensitiveness, in  th e  m a­
jo rity  of cases, is on ly  a less ugly  nam e for selfishness and  
p ride . A nd  th a t p innacle  o f isolation on w hich we are  tem pted  to 
seat ourselves will only lead us to  o u r destruction , for it has 
no s tren g th  above, and  its foundation is ro tten . L et us ra th e r 
look upw ards to  th e  heigh ts  th a t s till lie beyond ; th ey  are  im m ea­
surable, w hile those we have already scaled are infin itesim ally  sm all. 
I t  is only those who are looking  dow nw ards th a t can be e ith e r  
proud or over-sensitive. T hose w hose gaze is ever fixed upw ards 
m ust be full o f th e  sw eetness o f hum ility , and  o f th a t p a tien t 
tenderness th a t w ould seek to  draw  all beings to  itself, an d  to  draw  
those th a t are m ost ta in ted  w ith  sin  th e  nearest to  th e  heart, for 
they  m ost need th e  sh e lte ring  p ro tection  of love.

Y et one m ore group  o f obstacles rem ains to  be considered, th a t  
w hich sp rings ou t of a  sh rin k in g  from  th e  experience  o f new  v ib ra ­
tions. A ll form s o f indolence an d  cowardice fall u n d e r th is  head, 
in c lud ing  th a t m ental indolence w hich is a t th e  root o f p re ju d ice  
and  narrow ness o f belief. W e need no t dw ell on  these failings, 
for they  are  obvious and  easily  recognised. I t  is perfectly  self- 
evident th a t if  we are to grow  and  develop we m ust com e in to  
con tact w ith  all m anner of new  experiences ; we m ust keep  th e  m in d  
open to  receive new  th o u g h t and  know ledge, an d  m ust be w illing  
to learn  tru th  from all sources. C reeds and  dogm as are no t w ith o u t 
th e ir  u s e ; they  serve to form ulate o u r p resen t beliefs an d  m ake 
them  m ore definite and  real to  us. T h ey  are  th e  m easure o f o u r 
p resen t grow th, and  th e  absence of a creed is usually  a  sign  th a t we 
have no t exercised  sufficient indep en d en t th o u g h t to  be able to  claim  
th a t we belime an y th in g  a t all. B ut a creed m ust no t be allow ed to  
becom e a lim itation  o r a cause of bondage. I t  needs un lim ited  
elastic ity  so th a t as we grow it m ay expand, u n til w hen its lim it o f 
e lastic ity  is reached it b reaks away, and  a new  and b roader creed  is 
form ulated in  its  place. I f  on th e  o th e r h an d  we allow  ourselves 
to  be bound down by our creeds, th en  we are  cram ped an d  checked  
in ou r grow th, and  fall a p rey  to th e  w orst form s o f p rejud ice an d  
narrow ness.

Som etim es, how ever, indolence conceals itse lf u n d er an o th e r 
nam e, and  passes u n d er the  garb  of desire for asceticism  an d  re tire ­
m ent from  th e  world. I t  is tru e  th a t th ere  is a po in t in  th e  develop­
m ent of every soul w hen re tirem en t from th e  w orld is no t on ly  
beneficial, b u t even necessary. B ut th is  is w hen we have exhausted  
experience, w hen th e  w orld has no  longer an y th in g  to give o r to 
teach  us. T h en  it is rig h t and  well th a t we shou ld  w ithdraw  for a 
lim e in to  ourselves, for we are  ready to becom e one w ith  th e  s e l f ; 
and  in  so litude we shall be able to  g a th e r in g rea ter s tre n g th  to 
give ou t afterw ards for th e  h e lp ing  o f others. B u t we m u st be on



o u r  guard  against seek ing  th is  re tirem en t before we a re  yet ready 
for i t ; for then  it w ill tend  only  to increase o u r separateness and  
m ake us less able to w ork for hum anity . T h e  w orld is th e  best 
school-house for lea rn in g  sym pathy  an d  tenderness ; those w ho will 
n o t learn  it  th ere  are hard ly  likely  to  do so in th e  ju ng le . So le t us 
first cu ltiva te  love, for we shall find th a t love is th e  beg inn ing , th e  
m idd le , an d  the  end  o f sp iritua l progress.

“ Here in the heart of the world,
Here in the noise and the din,

Here where our spirits are hurled 
To battle with sorrow and sin ;

This is the place and the spot 
For knowledge of infinite th ings ;

This is the kingdom where thought 
Can conquer the prowess of kings.

Earth is one chamber of heaven ;
Death is no grander than birth ;

Joy in the life th a t was given,
Strive for perfection on earth.

Here in the tum ult and roar,
Show what it is to be calm ;

Show how the spirit can soar 
And bring back its healing and balm.

Stand not aloof nor a p a r t;
Plunge in the thick of the fight.

There in the street and the mart,
That is the place to do r ig h t ;

Not in some cloister or cave,
Not in some kingdom above ;

Here on th is side of the grave,
Here we should labour and love

L i l i a n  E d g e r .

A TENTATIVE CONCEPTION OF THE MODE OF MOTION

A N D  T R A N S F E R E N C E  O F  E N E R G Y  T H R O U G H  SPACE,

M O R E  ESPECIALLY  O F  L IG H T  A N D  H E A T .

Introductory Rem arks .

ON E  of tb e  alm ost universally  accepted axiom s in  th e  scientific 
w orld a t p resen t appears to  be th a t every th ing  m ateria l is in  con­

s ta n t  v ib rato ry  m otion, th a t is, atom ically, a lthough such  m otion be 
n o t percep tib le  by ou r senses o r apparatus. F rom  th is  it  follows, 
th a t  th e  changes of sta te  from th e  solid to liqu id  and  from  th is  to  
th e  gaseous are  due to  change of ra te  and  am plitude, a t least in  th e  
s im p le r inorgan ic  m atter, p roduc ing  definite effects a t definite

* By Ella Wheeler Wilcox. Quoted in Lights September, 1900.
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stages of th e  upw ard  or dow nw ard curve. T h e  m ost general m ode 
of th is  v ib ra to ry  m otion we call H eat.

T h e  h ig h er th e  ra te  of v ibration , th e  m ore w idely separated  b e ­
com e th e  cen tres o f th e  m olecules an d  atom s, th e  m ore expanded  
in  general becom e solids and  liquids, and  th e  m ore com pressible 
becom e all gases—by m echanical m eans. T h is  seem s to show th a t 
in te rs titia l spaces ex ist betw een th e  proxim al and  u ltim ate  u n its , 
w hich separate them  from each other, and  as effectually as th e  
spaces betw een stars, suns and  planets, only  so m in u te  tha t th e  
rhy thm ic expansions and  con trac tions occupy nearly  all th e  in te r ­
spaces o f the  form er, th a t is, a t th e  m axim a of th e  ad jo in ing  a tom s, 
&c., if  they were synchronous. As, however, they  necessarily  a c t 
a lternately , th a t is, th e  m axim um  of expausion of one co incid ing  
w ith th e  m inim um  of contraction  of its  neighbour, they  are, if  hom o­
geneous, enabled to  re ta in  th e ir  places relatively  and  to rem ain p e r ­
m anen tly  in  each o th e r’s sphere of influence or, if o therw ise they  b e  
heterogenous, they  can g radually  change positions an d  relieve e x ­
te rna l and  in te rn a l stress till  equilib rium  be atta ined , th u s  p ro d u ­
c ing  th e  phenom ena o f m etam orphism .

S im ilar phenom ena as u n d e rp re ssu re , take  place spon taneously  
w hen th e  tem pera tu re  sinks, i.e., v ib ra to ry  energy  becom es reduced . 
G ases becom e liquids, liqu ids becom e solids, and  solids contract in  
volum e a t specific ra tes as tem p era tu re  d im inishes.

R easoning  from  such know n facts, th e  conclusion appears to b e  
irresistib le , th a t a t th e  cosm ic zero po in t o f tem p era tu re  ev e ry th in g  
m ust assum e its  g rea test density , com bined w ith  th e  sm allest p o ssi­
b le volum e, becom e absolutely  hom ogeneous in  s tru c tu re  and  i t s  
a tom s incapable o f becom ing separated  by o rd inary  v ib ra to ry  m otion, 
i. e.y dead in  th e  fullest sense. For, no longer able to  respond to  
th e  v ib rations of o th e r atom s app roach ing  such  m atter, n o r to r e ­
ceive renew ed energy  from them  in  any  form excep ting  g rav ita tiona l 
im pulses, such “ dead” substance—w hether atom ic, m olecular, 
o r aggregates o f such—w ould be com pelled to obey th e  laws o f  
g rav ity  absolutely  and  jo in  th e  n ex t la rgest m ass o f m atte r w ithou t 
fail, th e re  to  becom e slowly revivified.

A s no such  “ dead” substance is as yet know n (it would, p e r ­
haps, be the one to  catch  and  ho ld  th e  o ther), and  it  be in g  scarcely  
like ly  to  be found in  a hu rry , we m ay safely assum e : (i) T h a t th en  
th e  v ib ra to ry  atom ic energy  is only  lost superficially, even in  atom s, 
and preserved cen tra lly  (like a sp rin g  coiled up to th e  utm ost) an d  
fixed th e re  by th e  rig id  se ttin g  of th e  periphera l surface un til th e  
o rig inal energy  be restored by som e superio r ex ternal force, an d  : (2 ) 
T h a t 110 te rrestria l substance ex ists w hich can m ain tain  in d ep en d ­
e n t v ibratory  (atom ic) m otion a t or beyond th e  in te rp lan e ta ry  zero 
po in t, i.e., escape from th e  g rav ita tional a ttrac tion  o f th e  E a rth , 
w hatever its  v ib ra to ry  velocity m ight be, a t o r near h e r surface.

T h u s  far m odern  scientific research seem s to  have proved th e



co rrec tness o f these  assum ptions, for no t on ly  does th e  m ost en e r­
g e tica lly  v ib ra tin g  te rrestria l substance, H ydrogen , becom e solid  
som e 1 2 ° C. above th e  (for us) cosm ic zero po in t, b u t all specific 
g rav ities  increase w ith decrease o f volum e an d  tem pera tu re , th a t is, 
v ib ra to ry  energy  and  volum e d im in ish  sim ultaneously  and  reach 
th e  possib le m inim um  long  before th e  E a rth ’s lim it o f g rav ita tional 
a ttra c tio n  is reached, consequently  none can get aw ay spontaneously .

T h e  questions now p reseu t them selves :—W hat are  E nergy , V i­
b ra tio n  an d  T em p era tu re  ? H ow  are  they  com m unicated (a) from 
a to m  to atom  and  {b) th ro u g h  atom less space ? A nd  how  m ay th is  
b e  conceived to  tak e  place in all d irec tions a t an y  d istance ?

T o  tran sfe r energy  o r force from  one field of ac tiv ity  to  an o th er, 
som e m edium  an d  a m ode o f conveyance are  required .

A s m edium s we have E th e r, Gases, L iquids and  Solids ; as 
m odes, v ib ra tions a t various rates, and, p resum ably , rh y th m  and 
curve-form s.

Som e form s of energy  pass readily  th ro u g h  e thereal space and  
w ith o u t th e  aid of any  m atte r know n on E a r th ; such  are  L ight, 
M agnetism , and  G ravita tion . F o r these  th e  hypo thetica l “ E th e r” 
h a s  been  assum ed, w hich m ay be defined as unpo larised  m atte r in  a 
s ta te  of super-gaseous ten u ity  I t  is no t d irec tly  dem onstrab le , 
because  no  substance  is know n capable o f re ta in in g  an d  im prison ­
in g  th is  E th e r, for even th e  densest m etals appear to  be as p erm e­
ab le  by  it as a sieve is by  w ater o r a b rick  by  gases.

A ll th e  o th e r form s o f energy  besides th e  th ree  nam ed, re ­
q u ire  th e  in term edia tion  of solids, liquids an d  gase9 for th e ir  tran s  
la tio n , i.e., conduction  ; such  are  Sound, H eat, E lec tric ity  and  
C hem ical Affinity, th e  last only  ac tin g  at con tact o f th e  m olecules 
a n d  atom s, un less som e o th e r tran sm ittin g  force be b ro u g h t in to  
p lay .

I t  is a  w ell-know n fact th a t all th e  above forms o f energy  becom e 
in te rch an g eab le  by su itab le  arrangem ents , th a t is, one k in d  o f v ib ra­
t io n  can be transfo rm ed  in to  som e o th e r k ind , excep ting  grav itation , 
w h ich —although  it  can be em ployed to  produce th e  o th ers—is i t­
s e lf  on ly  feebly an d  restric ted ly  rep roduced  by m agnetism .

T h e  ra tes o f velocity  o f m ost form s o f .energy have been e ith er 
d e te rm in ed  by experim ent, like  those of lig h t and  m agnetism  o f th e  
e th e re a l forces, an d  of sound, hea t an d  e lectric ity  o f th e  m aterial, o r 
a re  in ferred , as those  o f chem ical affinity ; g rav ita tion  alone appears 
to  ac t in stan taneously  th ro u g h o u t space, and  a t a defin ite  in te n ­
s i ty  p roportional to m asses and th e ir  d istance from each o th er.

T h e  form  of v ib ra to ry  m otion is usually  rep resen ted  as u n d u la ­
to ry , o r wave-like, b u t scarcely qu ite  c o rre c tly ; “ w aves” m oving 
o n ly  in  one  p lane, i.e., b i-laterally , w hile v ib ra to ry  m otion takes 
p lace  in a ll p lanes a t r ig h t angles to  th e  d irection  o f th e  force, such 
as  lig h t o r heat, th e  m axim a of exertion  ly ing  ap paren tly  a t r ig h t



angles to  each o th er also, un less polarised, and then  b i-lateral. T h e  
mode of transference  is conceived to  consist in th e  im petus th e  
atom s receive a t  th e  s ta rtin g  point, p ropelling  them  till they  m eet 
o thers to  w hich they  im part th e ir  load o f force, aud  th en  re tu rn  to  
receive ano ther, th u s  co n tin u in g  in to-and-fro m otion as long  as 
energy  is generated .

T h e  d istance th u s  traversed  by each force-atom  is called  its 
length o ffree  p a th , an d  the  in ten s ity  is gauged  by th e  num ber of th e  
atom s m oving  an d  collid ing in  the  sam e d irec tion , besides th e ir  
in itia l velocity. T h e  H ydrogen  atom , th e  sw iftest of all, is said  to  
travel a t a ra te  o f m ore th an  a m ile p e r second (Is th is  a survival o f  
th e  E m ission  T h eo ry  ?).

H ow ever practica lly  correct th is  m ay appear, it seem s difficult 
to conceive how—in th is  w ise—real undu la to ry  m ovem ent can be 
p roduced in a ll p lanes a t r ig h t angles to th e  d irection , and  a t a ll 
d istances com m ensurate w ith the  u n its  of v ibration  (of lig h t for 
exam ple), as all th e  atom ic m otions w ould be straight lines and  n o t 
wave-like in  any d irection . T h a t, in  s tr ik in g  in a ir such  an  a rre s t­
ing  m edium  as a tig h t s tr in g  o r elastic  m em brane, a fluid surface, 
etc., th e  co llid ing  atom s could  readily  en g en d er undu la to ry  m otion , 
is qu ite  true, ye t th is  is no t th e  question , b u t how i t—th e  force 
“ a tom ”—m oves itself, so as to  im p art m otion to o thers not in  the sam e  
line o f  movement, and  to  explain  reflection, refraction, polarisation  a n d  
conversion in to  specifically different forces, and  equally  a t all p o in ts  
of th e  ever w iden ing  periphery , is th e  problem  p resen tin g  itself.

T h e  only  form  in  w hich I  can im age o r p ic tu re  to  m yself th is  
abstrac t action  is by conceiving th e  atom ic energy  to m ove from th e  
in itia l to th e  final stage o f its free-path  (w ave-length) no t in a  
stra ig h t course, bu t in  a  spiral, screw -like way, and th is  sp iral n o t 
in a cylindrical form, b u t in  th a t o f som e definite conic section, v iz .% 
e lliptic, ellipsoidal, spherical, etc., va ry ing  from the m ost ex ten d ed  
ellipse dow n to a disc-like, com pressed, ob late sphero idal p a th .

A ssum ing  fu rth er th a t every atom  (ethereal as well as m ateria l) 
can adop t any  of these form s of m otion accord ing  to requ irem en ts, 
paucity  o r abundance  of sim ilar o r d issim ilar substance  w ith in  i ts  
reach (besides perfect elasticity), i t  appears to  becom e (at leas t 
plausibly) feasible, th a t transm ission  and  transform ation  o f energy  
can take  place in  accordance w ith  observed p h e n o m e n a ; for iu th is  
way th e  atom  could no t only  tran sm it ju s t  the  force i t  received in  a  
s tra ig h t line (centrally), b u t could transfer a portion  la terally  to  
o thers w hich it  ju s t  touched  outside its  d irec t path , and  th is  ju s t iu  
due p roportion  as th e  periphery  increases from  the  cen tre  w ith  th e  
d istance, an d  yet each re ta in  its position  absolutely  in space, o r 
change it slowly o r rap id ly  as required  by the  various forces it 
encounters.

I f  we assum e th a t th e  u n its  of th e  various sta tes o f m a tte r differ 
^nerely in  tension , it becom es com prehensib le, it  seem s to  me, th a t,



if  th e  energ ised  atom  m eets m any o thers in  o r near its course, its 
free p a th  is uo t on ly  cu rtailed , b u t th a t its energy  it  g radually  d is­
tr ib u ted  in  all d irections an d  in  p roportion  to th e  d istance from  th e  
k in e tic  source, and  th e  tension  (vis., n u m b er and  nearness) o f the  
sp ira ls  traversed .

T o  elucidate  th is  s till fu rther, le t us p ic tu re  a  sp rin g  of th e  form 
ind icated , v iz ., w ound sp ira lly  so as to  assum e a spherical form  w hen 
inac tive  ; its  ex trem ities w ould then  form th e  poles o f th e  atom ic 
sp h e re  (b u t w ithou t p o la rity  u n til excita tion), one ac tin g  as the  re­
ce iver o f  th e  k in e tic  im pulse, th e  o th er as th e  transm itte r.

A s an  a id  to  conception th e  poles m ay be conceived as form ing 
h em ispherica l knobs o f g rea ter th ick n ess  th an  th e  sp rin g  o f w hich 
th e y  form  th e  term inals, w hile th e  sp rin g  itse lf  is m uch sto u te r near 
th e m  th an  elsew here, g radually  tap e rin g  to  the  m iddle, w here it  is 
ex trem ely  th in , b u t th ro u g h o u t its  len g th  perfectly  elastic. T hus, 
w hen  th e  sp ira l is ex tended , th e  la titu d in a l d im ensions of the  neu - 
tra l spherica l form  decrease proportionally  w ith  th e  extension , form ­
in g  m ore o r less elongated  ellipses, an d  w ith  com pression th is  in ­
c reases also  p roportionally  to  com pressed, ob late spheroids, etc. 
E v e ry  ex tended  atom , so to speak, w ould have a con trac ted  one a t 
e i th e r  ex trem ity .

U n d er such  c ircum stances a longitud inal section ( if  it could be 
m ad e  visible) of a series of such atom ic m otions w hile in  activity , 
w ou ld  necessarily  p resen t th e  aspect o f u n d u la tio n s ; th e  depressions 
re p re se n tin g  th e  ex tensions, an d  th e  elevations th e  contractions. A 
tra n sv e rse  section  a t any  poin t, how ever, w ould show  a c ircu lar 
a sp ec t, th e  d im ensions chang ing  in  th e  form of a lte rn a te  contraction  
a n d  expansion  (like those of a  m uscle fibre) and  always a t r ig h t 
a n g le s  to  th e  d irec tion  o f the  force, ju s t  as observed, w hile a t th e  
sa m e  tim e ro ta tin g  m ore o r less rapidly  transverse ly  to the  d irection.

C onceiving then  : (a) T h e  e th e r of space as com posed of 
su c h  sp ira lly  gyrating , im polarised atom s, of exceeding  m in u te ­
n ess , and , th o u g h  in  touch  w ith  each other, yet w ithout te n ­
s io n  : (6) T h e  gases consisting  of sim ilar atom s m ore com press­
ed  a n d  linked  in to  sim ple large c h a in -r in g s : (c) T h is  condition  
a u g m en ted  enorm ously  in  liqu ids and  solids, we can m enta lly  
im ag e  th e  m ode—fain tly  an d  crudely  approx im ate , it  is tru e —of the  
p ro p ag a tio n  o f force o r energy  w ithou t dislocation  of atom s and  
m olecu les (abso lu tely  alm ost as to  th e  e th e r ; up  to  certa in  stages in  
th e  case o f m atter), and  how  ev ery th in g  perceptib le  m ay  consist o f 
th e  sam e fundam ental substance, yet all com pounds rem ain  d istin c t 
a n d  v ib ra te  in un ison  o r harm oniously  (condition  of existence), u n til 
so m e  excessive v ib ra to ry  s tra in  b reaks th e ir  in e rtia  o f cohesion.

T o  in itia te  th e  propagation  o f (any) energy, it is required , th a t 
th e  u n its  o f th e  tran sm ittin g  m edium  be possessed of, o r capable o f 
acq u irin g , po larity  (positive and  negative ; p lus and  m inus).

T h is  is conceivable as being  th e  residuary  unexpended  force



ac ting  tow ards or away from  th e  k inetic  cen tre  o r source o f energy , 
o r as th e  tension  re su ltin g  from unequal cen trifugal o r cen trip e ta l 
expu lsion  o r a ttrac tio n .

A s polarity  of sim ilar sign  repels an d  of d issim ilar a ttrac ts , w e 
m ay conceive th e  ethereal atom s to  be so a rrauged  th a t th e ir  po les o f  
equal signatory  capacity  face each o ther, w hile for m ateria l ones th e  
opposite a rran g em en t w ould m ore or less perfectly  prevail.

T h en , to  in itia te  m otive force, all th a t w ould be requ ired , 
would be to in v ert by som e “ im pulse ” a sing le  atom  or m olecu le  
successively, i.e., ro tate  the  sam e. T h is  in itia l “ im p u lse ” o r force, 
ad  abstractor I shall no t d iscuss here.

A t th e  in s ta n t d ifferent poles face each o th e r th e  a ttrac tiv e  a n d  
repe llen t qualities w ould com e in to  play, excite  th e  sam e in  th e  
neighbouring  ones, cause them  to  act sim ilarly , and  th u 9  se t up  o r 
in tensify  v ib ra tion  as a lte rn a te  ro ta ry  con traction  and  ex p an sio n . 
T he  pole o r poles, w hich receive th e  im pact, w ould gain  doub le  o r  
increased  force, fly off in  th e  line of g rea test in ten sity , convey a  p a r t  
to  o th e r poles in  d irec t line and  p a r t  to  th e  la tera lly  ad jo in in g  o n es  
in th e ir  sp ira l c o u rse ; in  de livering  it, they  w ould acquire th e  o p p o ­
site  force in  re tu rn , sen d in g  them  back  to  th e ir  s ta r tin g  p o in t fo r 
an o th e r “ load,” and  so on as long  as th e  p ertu rb a tio n  a t th e  cen tre  
co n tinued . T h e  orig inal energy  o f th e  first d istu rbed  atom , a n d  
every succeeding  one in  tu rn , be ing  in p a rt com m unicated  to  o th e rs  
u n d istu rbed  by th e  cen tra l one (d irec tly ), as th e  periphery  o f th e  
sphere  o f actious w idens out, th e  k ine tic  en erg y  decreases p ro p o r­
tionally  w ith  th e  d istance (the am ount rem ain ing  th e  sam e no m in a l­
ly), as to its  in ten sity  a t any  one point.

I f  th e  atom ic sp ira l be m uch com pressed (already in  tension), 
o r disposed in variously  d irec ted  chain -g roups o f d issim ilar tension , 
as in th e  various liqu id  aud  solid  bodies, the ra te  o f transm ission  
will necessarily  vary  in exact p roportion  to  th e  difficulties due to 
the  com plexity  of the s tru c tu re  of th e  conduc ting  m edium , w hich  is 
precisely  w hat is observed ; th e  dense m etals, etc ., o f sim pler s tru c ­
tu re  tran sm ittin g  heat, sound, electricity , etc., m uch  m ore readily  
th an  looser o r m ore com plex aggregates o f solid m atter.

A gain atom ic spirals of the  sam e or sim ilar size, tension, form  or 
s tru c tu re  w ould tran sm it or conduct im parted  energy  read ily  to  
each other, b u t th e  passage o f energy  to d issim ilar chains will be 
m uch slow er an d  difficult in  p roportion  to  such  dissim ilarity , hence 
only  energy  o f exceedingly  h igh  tension , such  as ligh t, w ould be 
capable o f be ing  transm itted , w hen set up in  dense m edia, th ro u g h  
th a t m ost tenuous m edium , th e  E th e r  ; for the  la tte r  w ould p rove as 
im passable a b a rrie r for coarser and  slower, because less in tense, 
vibrations, as a hay-stack  w ould be for those se t up by th e  blow  of a 
ham m er. Form s of energy th u s  lim ited  to  m ateria l m ed ia  are  
m echanical concussion, etc., souud , hea t and  e lec tric ity  ; th e  first 
th ree  being  conducted th ro u g h o u t th e  w hole mass, th e  la s t only



superficially in  solid  aggregates, b u t a tom ically  in  liquids and  gases, 
it seems to  me. T h e  passage of e lectric ity  th ro u g h  inches o r feet 
of vacuum  tubes appears to  be m ore app aren t th an  real, consist­
ing of (at least partly ) th e  p ro pe lling  o f stream s of solid atom s from 
pole to  pole, and  p artly  o f be ing  converted  in to  lig h t of ex trem e 
intensity, reconverted  a t the  opposite poles in to  electric  energy.

In  cases w hen such  “ lim ited” form s o f force appear to be re ­
ceived d irec tly  th ro u g h  space, they  need really  no t to be so tra n s ­
mitted, b u t are  received locally by tlie  tran sm u ta tio n  o f som e e th e ­
real force, chiefly ligh t, th ro u g h  being  arrested  by th e  ind ica ting  
solid an d  liqu id  substance  of th e  appara tus used, be it in s tru m en t 
or liv ing  body, w hich m ore or less perfectly  converts the  exceed­
ingly rap id  e therea l v ib ra tions in to  th e  very m uch slow er ones o f 
its ow n substance , called heat. G ases as a ru le in te rcep t o r 
arrest o n ly  a very  inconsiderable am ount of light, e tc . T hey  can 
only becom e heated  to  th e  sam e ex ten t, and  therefore can only 
conduct such  energy  a t the  sam e rate, i.e., ex trem ely  slowly 
from atom  to  atom . T h is  takes place as is well know n, in p ropo r­
tion to th e  ten u ity  o f th e  gases. B eing on ly  able to secure so little  
for them selves, w hen no t supp lem ented  constan tly , by m eans o f 
convection, from  heated  solids o r liquids, th e ir  v ib ra to ry  ac tiv ity  is 
finally reduced  to  th e ir  own capacity  a t th e  confines of, say, th e  
atm osphere.

T h is  b e in g  insufficient to  m a in ta in  th e  gaseous state, for even 
Hydrogen has la te ly  been  proved to  lose it  1 2 0 C. above th e  tem ­
perature o f space (cosmic zero), th ey  are  co n stra in ed  to  assum e th e  
liquid an d  solid forms, in w hich cohesion an d  m u tua l support (vis­
cosity) is lost, an d  a re  th u s  com pelled to  yield to th e  bondage of 
gravitation, re tu rn in g  w hence they  cam e as atom ic d ust in  slow 
descent, u n til  again  m eeting  w ith  h ig h e r tem peratu res, i.e., v ibratory  
energy, th ey  becom e re-vitalised  thereby .

I t  seem s h ig h ly  probable to  me, th a t th e  ex trem e lim its o f ou r 
atm osphere m ay be largely  o r w holly occupied by  such  atom ic dust 
of “ frozen” gases, w hich, be ing  w hirled  by  th e  ro tato ry  m otion of 
the E a rth  equatorially , collects m ore p rom inen tly  a t th e  poles, and  
here may no t on ly  produce th e  excessive cold, b u t also o rig inate  
the auroral d isp lays so enigm atical, h itherto , to  m an (and a ro u n d  the  
Sun, th e  Zodiacal L ig h t r in g  ?).

I t  has been  said  (by M. Pon ton , I th in k ) th a t finally  a ll form s 
of energy are  d issipated  as “ low h ea t” in  space. B ut I th in k  th is  is 
not so ; “ dissipation ,” i f  such  ex ist a t all, tak in g  only  form  in  th e  
place o f lig h t o f s till h ig h er v ib rato ry  in tensities, all low er form s 
being absolutely  confined to th e  solid, etc., m asses on w hich they  are 
manifested.

W hen v ib ra to ry  im pulses are  started , they  m ay e ith er rem ain 
at the sam e in tensity , increase, o r d im in ish  till again  all m otion 
ceases. In  all cases hea t is genera ted  w ith in  all m aterial substance.



I f  th e  v ibratory  m otion gain  in velocity  and  in ten sity , te m p e ra tu re  
rises u n til ligh t is produced  in  th e  sequence of th e  spectrum . In . 
tensity  fu rther augm ented  is m anifested as p roducing  chem ical ac­
tiv ity  u n til finally it  becom es to ta lly  im perceptib le  by  m an 's  o rd i­
n ary  faculties. U ntil th e  incandescen t stage is reached  en e rg y  
rem ains confined to  th e  E a rth  and  th e  m a tte r  com posing it. W h at 
th en  becom es of th e  v ib ra tions set up, say, in a hot, iso lated  b a ll ?

I f  in air, o r in  contact w ith  liquid o r solid  m atter, they  are  co m ­
m unicated  to these, u n til equ ilib rium  is estab lished  ; if  in  e th e r  
(vacuum), th e  v ibrations, be ing  unable  to com m unicate th e ir  m o tion  
fu rth e r (unless incandescent), re tu rn  upon them selves, becom e 
cen tripe ta l, as i t  w ere ; they  are  reduced by  in terferen tia l action  an d  
becom e finally la ten t by th e  coun ter-balancing  action o f p ressu re  
(gravitation  in em bryo) and  contraction . As volum e increases in  
p roportion  to  in ten sity  o f v ib ra to ry  m otion, so it m ust decrease 
by its reduction  an d  as th e  th ree  sta tes of m a tte r  are  d ep en d en t on 
certain  lim its of v ib ration , so all m a tte r no t dissociable in to  e th e r  
m ust becom e solid, w hen its vibratory  m otion in  o th e r sta tes is re ­
duced below the  ra te  w hich enabled  it to assum e th a t sta te , z*iz.y 
liqu id  or gaseous. As a necessary corollary it appears to follow, th a t  
no partic le  o f any  gas, no m a tte r w hat its specific g rav ity  o r “  in itia l 
velocity” be, if  i t  becom e liquefied o r solidified, a t o r above th e  
tem pera tu re  o f space (— 2 7 4 °C.) it can n o t qu it th e  E arth , o r o th e r  
p lanet, or th e  Sun , un less it  receive an additional em issive im ­
petus to carry  th e  solid partic les beyond the  g rav ita tional a ttrac tio n  
o f these.

E v idence th a t no low v ib rato ry  energy  can be tran sm itted  by  
e th e r  an d  th ro u g h  space appears to be afforded by ( i)  m echanical 
concussion, (2 ) sound, (3 ) absence of ex te rn a l h ea t by e lec tric  
incandescen t lam ps, (4 ) probably th e  p roduction  of in tense  lig h t in  
glow worm s, etc., w hich necessarily  m ust be accom panied by p ro ­
p ortionate ly  in tense  hea t a t its p o in t o f o rig ination  an d  only  p re v e n t­
ed from in ju rin g  the  delicate in te rna l p a rts  o f these organism s i f  it 
be produced in  a vacuum  cell—th e  presum able pro to type  o f o u r 
incandescent lam ps.

By th e  foregoing rem arks I have tried  briefly to  elucidate  a 
conception of th e  m ode o f v ib ra to ry  m otion w hich appears to  m e to  
explain  m ore sim ply and logically, and  accord ing  to  know n law s o f 
natu re , the  various phenom ena touched  u p on . A lthough  th e  e x ­
position is necessarily  fragm entary  and  incom plete, it m ay serve as 
an  im pulse to ab ler m inds to  th in k  th e  m a tte r over, find w here th e  
theory  clashes w ith disregarded physical laws, o r how  th e  m u lti­
tude  of observed facts fit in to  th e  frame, and  if  not, w hy n o t ?

I t  rem ains to  say a few w ords reg ard in g  refraction, reflection, 
and  polarisation . T o  explain  fully  w ould require  m uch tim e  and 
s p a c e ; I  shall therefore m erely  ind ica te  how  th e  action o f spirally



gyrating atom ic v ib rations a re  conceived. A ssum ing  th e  g rea test 
extension o f one set of atom s to  be synchronous w ith  th e  m axim um  
contraction o f the  ad jo in ing  ones a t e ith e r ex trem ity  in  th e  line  oi 
force, it  w ill be seen th a t to  find room  for all, th e  m axim um  con trac­
tions canno t lie opposite each o ther, o r in  th e  sam e p lane  a t r ig h t 
angles, b u t above o r below by a t least th e ir  sh o rt d iam eter, th u s  
forming oblique lines to  th e  d irection, i.e., th e  crests o f ad jo in ing  
undulations w ould no t arrive  sim ultaneously , bu t successively a t a 
definite rate, p rov id ing  cond itions for th e  sim ultaneous ex istence 
of slightly  or harm oniously  d ifferen t w ave-leng ths side by  side, an d  
their in stan taneous rep lacem ent by o thers. I t  w ould exp lain , I 
think, th e  unequal refraction  of lenses, a t least to  som e ex ten t, over 
and above th a t derived from th e  rectilineal difference o f w ave-length  
(by the bye, th is  is a very m islead ing  term ), an d  also th e  difficulty 
(perhaps th e  im possibility) o f com bin ing  all rays in to  one focus on 
a plane, ex cep tin g  suppression  o f all lateral ones.

W hen th e  gy ra tin g  atom  strikes an  inclined  p lane  o f a solid o r 
liquid substance, one side necessarily  strikes it  sooner th an  th e  
opposite side, th e  sp iral becom es com pressed and  th e  m otion d iv e rt­
ed by elastic repulsion . A s only  one q u ad ran t is affected, very  little  
energy, say lig h t, is lost up  to certa in  an g u la r inc lina tions, un less 
the substance be very  opaque an i  a t th e  sam e tim e so porous as to  
permit alm ost u n o b struc ted  p en e tra tio n  to  som e depth . T h e  
reflected lig h t u n d er th e  above conditions w ould be very  little  affect­
ed and th e  (m ore o r less) perfectly  reflecting  substance  also. A t 
high angles an  increasing  p o rtion  of th e  v ib ra tin g  energy  is a rrested  
and absorbed by  causing  the  substance to v ib ra te  (expand), w hile 
the rem ainder is th row n back in  the  correspond ing  opposite  d irection  
as it were, w ith  renew ed vigour and  little  changed  excep t in 
brightness. T h e  bi-axial n a tu re  of polarised  lig h t is too well 
known to  need  exp lanation . W e m ay conceive it as th e  conse­
quence of th e  gy ra tin g  force m oving a lte rna te ly  in  two m ain  d irec­
tions at r ig h t angles to  each o ther, viz., e ith er paralle l w ith , o r 
vertical to th e  reflecting  (or po larising) plane, besides all th e  m ore 
or less ob lite ra ted  g radations betw een them .

The vertically  ac tin g  part would s trik e  the  p lane  m ost energe tic ­
ally, and becom e p artly  absorbed an d  p artly  reflected. In  opaque 
substances, v ib rations (hea t) w ould be generated  o r induced  ; by 
translucent ones it  w ould be m ostly  refracted, passing  th ro u g h  th e ir  
atomic m eshes e ith e r in one o r two directions, ow ing to colliding 
with the atom s earlie r o r later.

The parallel m oving  m oiety of energy, on th e  contrary , will be 
much less affected and  becom e m ore or less perfectly  reflected o r 
dispersed in th e  new  d irection  accord ing  to th e  na tu re  o f th e  reflecting 
substance.

Let m e briefly sum m arise th e  m ain  p o in ts  in conclusion, (i) 
Dense (solid) m edia are m ost fit to be acted on by all form s of



vibratory force and to conduct all slower vibrations in proportion to 
their densities.

(2) Ether, as the most tenuous medium, can only transmit the 
most rapid vibration, starting with the ultra red and, therefore, 
cannot be excited by slower ones.

(3) Heat cannot be couducted or transmitted by the ether 
directly, as the latter cannot be warmed, but is the result of slower 
vibrations of matter set up by the rapid etheric ones.

(4) To explain the uniform distribution of etheric energy through­
out space from any centre, it is required to assume that the atom 
acts in the form of a spherical, spiral spring, and the transmission of 
its energy by alternate extension and contraction taking place in a 
spiral direction transverse to the line of path.

(5) In meeting an inclined plane the gyratic atomic energy is 
divided into two oblate spheriods, one parallel, the other at right 
angles to that plane, their shorter axes being probably proportionate 
to the angle of incidence.

(6) No medium incapable of arresting sufficient etheric energy 
(light) to maintain its own vibratory energy as a gas by transmuting 
it into heat can quit the gravitational attraction o f our Earth , but 
must cease to remain gaseous and solidify in the form of atomic or 
molecular dust, and return towards the centre of gravity until its 
energy is revived by coming in contact with others more intensely 
vibrating (convection).

(7) The limits of the terrestrial atmosphere cannot be formed by 
ultra-attenuated air but by a zone o f dust-like, solid particles of 
frozen gases, which can give rise to auroral displays and other 
phenomena outside the gaseous atmosphere, for example the corus­
cation o f meteors, cirrus clouds, etc.

J .  G. O. T e p p e r .

INTO A LARGER ROOM*

I N thinking, one evening, over the broader views o f life which the 
teachings of Theosophy have giveu to me, it seemed that I saw 

my life previous to hearing of Theosophy, as though it had been lived 
in a small dark room, hemmed in on all sides by mysteries and diffi­
culties which it was “  wrong ”  to try to search into, because any­
thing savouring of doubt was “  wrong ” —a life which, as I  then 
thought, came out o f the void o f darkness, the soul specially created 
at the birth of the body, with the prospect, after living 011 the earth 
a few short years, of spending an eternity of jo y  or woe. My view 
of life in this small room was necessarily very restricted and out of 
proportion, though at the same time I  had one great advantage, one 
priceless beam from the Infinite Ocean of Light, and that was, that

* A paper read at one of the weekly public meetings at Harrogate, England.



the idea of God, to me was always th a t of a loving, tender, and  w ithal 
just, H eavenly F a ther, never th a t of a s te rn  ex ac ting  Judge, so m y 
little room, thou g h  sm all, was no t a lto g e th er uncom fortable. By 
and by th is beam  of ligh t show ed me th a t a lov ing  F a ther, a G od of 
Wisdom could never create souls, send them  to th is  earth  fresh, ig ­
norant and unsullied , an d  th en  for s in s  com m itted  in th e  body (often 
through ignorance and  unho ly  su rround ings) condem n them  to  an 
eternity of woe h e rea fte i. T hat, I saw, w ould be m ore like th e  
pastime of a dem on o f darkness th an  the  w ork o f a G od o f L igh t and  
I/>ve—and  so th e  beam  of lig h t grew  stronger, aud  I began to 
realize in th e  w ords of th e  p o e t : —

“ T h a t n o th in g  w alks w ith aim less feet,
T h a t no t one life shall be destroyed,
O r cast as rubb ish  to the void,

W hen  G od h a th  m ade the  pile com plete.
I s tre tch  lam e hands o f faith, and  grope,

A nd  g a th er dust and  chaff, and  call 
T o w hat I  feel is Lord of all,
A nd  fain tly  tru s t the  la rger hope.”

A nd so th is  la rg er hope g radually  b roke down one part of th e  
walls of m y little  room, and  p repared  th e  way for th e  transference  
altogether from  th is  sm all room  in to  the  freer air, th e  fu ller ligh t, the  
larger room  o f Theosophy.

T here  are  also lim ita tions here, tru ly , b u t in th is  fu ller lig h t 
we can see th a t they  are lim ita tions and  no t iron  w a lls ; th a t we 
ourselves b u ilt them  and  th a t we ourselves can hew  them  down, 
and need n o t be afraid th a t we are som ehow  com m itting  som e u n ­
known w rong  by a ttem p tin g  to  hew  them  down. T h e  windows of 
our soul can be ever open to th e  lig h t of th e  Sun  of T ru th , w ithou t 
fear of w hat its lig h t m ay reveal—th e  significant m otto  o f th e  T h eo ­
sophical Society being, “ T h ere  is no religion h ig h er th an  T ru th .” 

T h in k in g  on lines like  th is , it seem ed to m e th a t an  evening  
might well be sp en t in  com paring  th e  ideas of God, o f m an, o f th e  
Universe, taken  by  th e  o rthodox  C hristian  and th e  C hristian  T h eo ­
sophist, and  I  th in k  som e of you, a t any  rate, w ill agree w ith  m e iu 
thinking th a t th e  C hristian  T heosoph ist has th e  w ider outlook, the  
freer air, th e  la rg er room  in  w hich to  dw ell. I m ay as well s ta r t as 
near the b eg in n in g  as I can, p ausing  now and  th en  to  p u t the  tw o 
views side by side, th a t we m ay com pare them  easily. I suppose it 
is still th e  oithodox doctrine th a t th is  world was created  by G od ou t 
of nothing. Some, I  believe, though  th e ir  num ber is rap id ly  d e ­
creasing, s till m ain tain  th a t it  is on ly  about 6 , 0 0 0  years since w hat 
they call th e  C reation  took place, aud  th a t th a t C reation was ac­
complished in  seven days, th a t m an was m ade perfect and  iu th e  im age 
and likeness o f God. I should like to stop  here  an d  to  go carefully  
into the  esoteric m eaniug  of th is  Bible story, bu t it is ou t of m y scope 
to-night. I  m igh t ju s t  say th a t if  we w ere to read age for day  we



should  find very  little  to  object to. I need no t say m uch about the 
o rthodox  way o f view ing th ings, for th a t is w ell-know n to  all of 
us, and  I  th in k , nay  I am  sure, th a t b roader views are rap id ly  sp read ­
in g  all over th e  C hristian  C hurch, and  th a t th e  theo ry  of Evolution 
is found no t to be so en tire ly  an tagon istic  to  C hristian ity  as it used 
to be th o u g h t ; though  th ere  are still som e who look upon it with 
d istrust. O nly  th e  o th e r day I heard  of a C hristian  lady w ho said 
she d isapproved of T heosophy p artly  because such  stress w as laid 
upon E volu tion  w hich was “ such  a very w rong an d  m isleading 
theory .”

Now  I propose, as briefly as is co n sisten t w ith  clearness, to  lay 
before you som eth ing  o f th e  theosophie teach ing  regard ing  the E v o lu ­
tion  o f th e  w orld aud  its  in h ab itan ts . I t  is a b ig  subject, a n d  au 
ex trem ely  fasc inating  one, an d  I  fear I canno t do it a n y th in g  like 
justice , for m y know ledge is ex trem ely  lim ited , an d  only  second­
hand. A nd  here  I  m ay as well say, th a t I can offer you no ptoofs  as 
to  th e  tru th  of th e  theo ries I  am  lay ing  before you—n eith e r can  you 
offer me any  proofs (w hich I  shou ld  be w illing  to accept) o f  the 
literal tru th  of th e  B ible sto ry  of th e  C reation—or for th e  speculations 
o f science regard ing  hum an  orig ins. I t  is too long ago—w h e th e r we 
reckon it  by m illions o f years of developm ent, o r w hether we p re fe r  to 
th in k  of it as tak in g  place 6 , 0 0 0  years ag o —it is too far back in  the 
ages of th e  past for e ith e r you o r m e to be able to offer each other 
first-hand  satisfactory proofs. A ll we can do is to  have tb e  theories 
before us, an d  see w hich, in  o u r ju d g m eu t, is th e  m ost like ly  to  be 
nearest th e  tru th . I f  th e  O rthodox theo ry  appeals m ost s tro n g ly  to 
us, th en  accept th a t, and  w ait for fu rth e r ligh t. I f  th e  o rd inary  
theory  o f evolution  appeals m ost s tro n g ly  to ou r reason ; th en  by all 
m eans accept th a t as th e  tru e  one, and  again  w ait for fu rth e r  light. 
I f  th e  T heosophie  theory  of th e  E volution  of m an appeals m ost to  us 
as m ost like ly  to be n earer the tru th , th en  accept th a t an d  work 
w ith  it, an d  again, w ait for fu rth e r lig h t—for to none of us has the 
final w ord yet been spoken.

My authority  for th e  sta tem ents, m any of w hich will, I  daresay, 
appear to  you s trange  and  far fetched, is th e  word o f certain 
s tu d en ts  o f occultism  who have by rig id  tra in in g  so developed 
faculties w hich  a re la ten t in  all o f us, th a t they  are able for th em ­
selves, to tu rn  th e  long  forgotten  pages o f th is  old w orld’s history, 
and  read there in  (iu  th e  book o f N a tu re ’s m em ory w hich faithfully 
records every m inu test c ircum stance) th e  records of th e  past, re­
cords m ore in te restin g  and  w onderful th an  any  fairy tale th a t was 
ever w ritten . But, you say, how  do you know  it is n o t all a  piece 
o f im agination ? As a m atte r o f fact I don't know . H ow  do you 
know  th a t th e  B ible story  is no t all a piece of im agination ? How 
do yo u  know  th a t ou r scien tists have not pieced toge ther a w onder­
ful set of im aginings and  labelled them  facts ? You d o n ’t k n o w ; 
b u t you consider them  tru th fu l m en w ith  an  honourable  reputation



to sustain, and as many of their accounts “  seem consistent ”  and are 
corroborated by other scientists, you, being an ordinary person with a 
multiplicity of ordinary daily duties, having neither the time nor the 
ability to prove each scientific fact for yourself, are content to accept 
what the scientists teach as a reasonable working hypothesis ; and 
that is all we students o f Theosophy do. We accept the statements 
(if they appeal lo us) o f those who are far ahead of us in knowledge 
and wisdom, as reasonable working hypotheses, until such time as 
we are able to make the researches for ourselves, and prove whether 
or not “  these things are so.”  This band of occult students to which
I referred a moment ago, does not give out any piece of fresh 
knowledge until it has been corroborated again and again—the 
utmost care is taken to check each statement, and not until it 
has been checked and re-checked is the new piece of knowledge 
suffered to go beyond themselves. T hey have paid the price in years 
of patient and rigid self-discipline; the same means are open to us 
with the promise o f the same powers as a result, but we must not 
complain that we cannot wield the powers i f  we will not trouble to 
take the means for bringing about that result.

We learn then, that, so far from man suddenly springing into 
being fully formed and perfect, only about 6,000 years ago, his origin 
dates back far anterior to that. Man's growth has been a slow one. 
So far, the Darwinian theory of Evolution, which is a portion of the 
truth, is one with ours. But the theosophic concept goes further 
and says, that “  the Evolution of man is not a process carried out on 
this planet alone. It is a result to which many worlds in different 
conditions o f material and spiritual development have contributed.”

Far, far away back, at the time of the birth-hour, our Kosmos, the 
Logos o f our system, manifested Himself, in H is sevenfold character, 
as the Otu Life, and all subsequent divisions in their descending 
order reproduce this seven-keyed scale. Thus we learn that our 
earth is one o f a chain of seven globes which together is called the 
Earth Chain, round which chain the life-wave from the Logos cycles 
seven times.

Let me draw your attention to this diagram, which is a typical 
arrangement of the globes o f our system. Globes A  and G  you 

Arupa a O  g O  Archetypal
Rupa b O  f O  Creative
Astral c Q  e O  Form ative
Physical d O  Physical

will see are on the higher or formless levels o f the mental plane. 
On Globe A  appear the archetypes of all that is to be in the 
worlds o f form. Globes B  and F  are still ou the mental plane 
but on the lower or intellectual or creative le v e l ; Globes C 
and E  are on the astral or formative plane : and Globe D, our 
Earth, the middle and turning point, is 011 the physical, the 
most material of all. But before going on with this, I  must



say, th a t as there  are  seven g reat cycles o f life, o r “ R ounds ” as th e y  
are technically  term ed, b rin g in g  these seven globes in to  successive 
periods o f activity , so there  are  seven chains o f  worlds (o f w hich th is  
E a rth  C hain is th e  Fourth). W hen th e  evolution is com pleted  
on one chain , th a t is, w hen th e  life wave has circled  seven tim es 
round, aud the  en tities who inhab it it have reached the  h ighest level 
they  can ; th en  th a t chain of globes g radually  dies and  d isin teg ra tes , 
and  the  n ex t g radually  evolves to take its  place. T h e  last o f such  
chains is called th e  L unar C hain—w hen the  M oon occupied a co rre s­
p ond ing  position  to  o u r E arth , and  was th e  fourth  and  m ost 
m aterial o f th e  seven globes. At th e  tim e o f th e  com pletion o f  th e  
L u n ar Chain som e o f th e  m ost sp iritua lly  advanced and  m en ta lly  
cultivated  o f the  h um an ity  of to-day had  succeeded in  em erg ing  
from the  anim al k ingdom  an d  had  form ed a causal o r m ind  body, 
w hich  was the  goal o f o u r L u n a r  E volu tion . T h ey  were th e  m ost 
advanced an d  they, we are  told, d id  no t in carn a te  on th e  E a rth  C hain  
till th e  rest had  also reached th e  hum an  le v e l; so th e  rough  w ork  
on th is  C hain was done by those w ho w ere fu rth e r back, so  to 
speak, and  by fu rth e r back  I  do n o t m ean less good, on ly  less 
advanced. W e do not call th e  ch ild  a t th e  k in d erg a rten  less good 
than  th e  youth  in  th e  h ig h est form  in  h is college ; we only  say , the 
child  is younger and  has no t had tim e to  lea rn  very  m uch  yet, b u t 
w hen he is old enough  he too will go to  college and  probably  reach  
th e  h ighest form  ; so it is  no t a  question  of goodness an d  b adness 
b u t a question  o f age. In  th e  o u tp o u rin g  o f life from  
th e  Logos, some m u st necessarily  have an  earlie r s ta r t  
th an  others, b u t th ere  is no unfairness in  th is  for all have eq u a l 
chances. Now let us see how it fared w ith  those who had  n o t yet 
form ed a m iud  body, or who had  barely  a tta in ed  self-consciousness 
w hen the  L u n ar E vo lu tion  was com pleted . W e m u st now im ag in e  
the  life im pulse com ing  over from  th e  L u n ar to  th e  E a rth  C hain , 
and  th is  life im pulse m ay be d iv ided  in to  seven g rea t classes re p re ­
sen tin g  th e  different k in g d o m s ,^ . ,  hum an , an im al, vegetable, m in ­
eral, aud  the  th ree  e lem ental k ingdom s. In  th e  F irs t “ R o u n d ” th is  
g roup  of en tities, w hose fo rtunes we a re  for th e  m om ent follow ing, 
and  who had  barely a tta in ed  self-consciousness, m anifest in a ll these 
kingdom s, b eg inn ing  on G lobe A  w here th e  low est o f th e  th ree  ele­
m ental kingdom s first appears, and  un like  th e  usual course of p roce­
dure, th is  g roup  o f en tities  m anifests in  th e  forms of th is  low est k in g ­
dom, they  prepare the fo i  ms for the  grade n e x t below them , and  as they 
pass on to  th e  n ex t e lem ental k ingdom , they  leave th e ir  form s for 
th is  low er grade (th a t is th e  undifferen tia ted  an im al m onadic essence) 
w hich is then  a rriv in g  from  th e  L u n ar C hain an d  th u s  th is  group 
passes th ro u g h  all th e  k ingdom s on G lobe A —elem ental, m ineral, 
vegetable, anim al, re -a tta in in g  the  hum an  k ingdom  a t th e  end  of 
th e ir  stay  there. A ll th is  is gone th ro u g h  iu th is  archetypal globe—a 
forecast o f all th a t is to follow. Ou th e  u ex t g lobe—G lobe B —the



same process is again  gone th ro u g h , th is  g roup  o f en tities  p re ­
paring th e  form s, and  th e  hosts ju s t  beh ind  follow ing on, and so on 
through th e  successive globes. On th e  descend ing  arc the  Life ex ­
presses itse lf on th e  evolving form s—on th e  ascend ing  arc it express­
es itself through th e  form s as th e ir  in n e r ruler. T h u s  w hen Globe 
G is reached, th e  M onad o r ensou ling  life inhab its  and uses as its  
vehicles th e  archetypal form s of G lobe A.

At th e  end  of th is  F irs t R ound, these  en tities whom  we are con­
sidering, do no t m anifest auy  m ore in th e  low er kingdom s, b u t 
retain th e ir  h u m an ity  th ro u g h  the  rest o f th e  E vo lu tion  in th is  E a rth  
Chain. I t  is not, as one m igh t a t first g lance th in k , a going  back, 
and then  cycling  th ro u g h  these  low er k ingdom s, for th e  E a rth  C hain 
even at i ts  low est levels is in  advance of the  L u n ar Chain, and so, 
though it m ay seem a retrogression  it is like a spiral tu rn in g  back on 
a higher level each tim e. I  m ust not stop  to  go in to  fu rth e r de tails 
about these earlie r R ounds ; suffice it to  say th a t each one has its own 
special w ork. T h a t of th e  F irs t R ound was b rin g in g  down th e  
archetypal form s o f th e  m ineral w orld, to  be fu rth e r an d  fu rth e r 
elaborated till th ey  reached  th e ir  densest s ta te  in  th e  m iddle of th e  
Fourth R ound. T h e  g rea t w ork o f th e  Second R ound was th a t o f 
bringing dow n th e  archetypal form s of th e  vegetable world, w hich 
will reach th e ir  fu llest developm ent in th e  F ifth  R ound. T h e  g rea t 
work of th e  T h ird  R ound was b rin g in g  down th e  archetypal form s of 
the anim al w orld, w hich in  th e ir  tu rn  will reach th e ir  perfection in 
the S ix th  R ound. On th is  ( th e  T h ird ) R ound, th e  group  o f en tities  
whose p rogress we have been follow ing becom e m ore definitely  
human in  form , an d  w hen they  reach G lobe D they  begin to stand  
upright, and  in  appearance  are  ape-like and covered w ith ha iry  
bristles. A t th is  stage also some of those m ore advanced en tities  
whom I  com pared to  a you th  a t college here  fall in to  line again, and  
take the  lead in  hum an evolution. T h e  g reat w ork of th e  F o u rth  
Round (the one in w hich we now are) is th a t of b rin g in g  to  G lobe 
A the archetypal form s o f hum an ity  w hich will reach th e ir  perfection 
at the end  o f th e  S eventh  R ound. T h is  (the F o u rth ) R ound is as 
distinctively hum an  as its  predecessors w ere respectively  anim al, 
vegetable, an d  m ineral, and  is therefore  th e  m ost in te restin g  to  
us. Also, be ing  th e  m iddle or tu rn in g  p o in t in the  C hain of 
Worlds, it is a m ost im portan t one, and  we see a som ew hat different 
line taken . I  m ust, b u t very shortly , ru n  over its history , b u t will 
confine m yself to  G lobe D, our E arth . T h e  difference we see is 
this, th a t w hile th e  anim al, vegetable an d  m ineral k ingdom s p u rsue  
their norm al course o f developm ent, h um an ity  ru n s over again in  
rapid succession th e  various stages th rough  w hich it has passed 
since th e  b eg in n in g  o f the  E a rth  C hain.

Seven g rea t Races of m en follow each o th e r—R oot Races they  
are called. “ T h e  F irst R oot R ace w ere g igan tic  and e thereal p h an ­
toms, m ore sp iritua l th an  in te llec tual,



“ T h e  Second  R oot Race are  described as p sy ch o -sp iritaa l 
w ith in , and  e thero-physical w ithout, an d  repeated th e  ty p e  o f 
th e  in h ab itan ts  o f th e  sam e p lane t in  th e  Second R ound. T h e  
T h itd  Race—L em urians they  are called—began w ith  e th e ro - 
physical bodies b u t very soon acquired  m ateria l bodies w ith  
bones and  physical organs. D uring  th e  F ourth—o r A tlan tean  
Race, th e  nad ir of m ateria lity  was reached, and  we, the  A ry an s  
of th e  F ifth  Race, are now  slow ly em erg ing  from  it.”* D u rin g  
th e  T h ird  and  th e  b eg inn ing  o f th e  F o u rth  Race, th e  rem ainder o f 
th e  fu rthest advanced en tities from  th e  L u n ar C hain  again  jo in e d  
th e  evolutionary  stream  ; and  also h um an ity  received inca lcu lab le  
help  from a th ird  g rea t ou tp o u rin g  of life from  th e  Logos o f  th e  
system  w hich m ade an im al m an tru ly  hum an, an d  w hich gave h im  
th a t w onderful “ spark  ” of m in a s  o r m ind  w hich enables h im  to  
em brace the  U niverse. A t th is  tim e also exalted  B eings from  
an o th e r p lanetary  chain , m uch fu rth er advanced th an  ou r own, cam e 
am ong us, and  took up th e ir  abode on earth  as D ivine T each ers  to  
th e  in fan t hum anity , som e in ca rn a tin g , an d  som e ac tin g  as c h a n ­
nels for th is  th ird  grea t ou tpouring . T hus, by m any and  slow stag es  
covering m illions and m illions o f years—m an evolved th ro u g h  th e  
low er form s of life u n til h is body was a fit tabernacle  ready  to  
receive tb is  fin ish ing  touch  from  th e  L ord  of Life, an d  m an w a s  
m an, th e  im age and reflection of God, p a rtak in g  o f th e  trip le  n a tu re  
o f th e  Logos him self, c lo thed  upon w ith  bodies belong ing  to  th e  
m ental, astral, and  physical p lanes, an d  “ now  are  we th e  S ons o f 
God, an d  it d o th  no t yet appear w hat we shall be ” b u t w e 
know  th a t as th e re  is an  u n th in k ab le  d istance  b eh ind  us, th e  
toilsom e steeps of w hich we have slowly c lim bed—so th e re  is a n  
im m ense sweep upw ards before us, he ig h t beyond h e ig h t to c lim b , 
stage after stage to reach, u n til in  un im aginab le  glory we sh a ll 
“ en te r in to  th e  jo y  of our L ord .” A nd  th e  beauty  o f it is, i t  
is no t for ourselves alone th a t we can  th u s  confidently  lo o k  
forw ard w ith joy  and  hope. T h e  w hole crea tion  takes on a fu lle r  
and deeper m ean ing  an d  purpose ; w here we have been, o th e rs  
beh ind  us now are ; th e  life th a t is m an ifesting  in the  an im al k in g ­
dom now, will form  th e  h um an ity  of th e  n e x t chain  o f w orlds, a n d  
it  m ay be our priv ilege to be th e ir  H elpers and  In stru c to rs . T h e  
life now m anifesting  in the  vegetable k ingdom , in  the  sta te ly  tre e s  
so full o f beauty  and of w hispering  life ever stead ily  p o in tin g  u p ­
wards, th e  exqu isite  beauty  of the flowers grow ing in such lovely u n ­
consciousness, will no t alw ays rem ain  so fettered, b u t will roam  freer 
in the  an im al k ingdom . T h e  life, w hich to  us alm ost seem s no  life, 
w hich is locked up  in th e  stones, will one day b u rst fo rth  in to  fru it 
and  flower and  tre e —and all stead ily  ten d in g  m an-w ards, G od-w ards. 
Doesn’t th is  seem  to give a fu ller m eaning  to life ? I t  m akes th e  life 
of th e  low er forms of E vo lu tion  w orth  liv ing—u o th in g  is lost, n o th in g

* “  The Lunar Pitris, " Messrs. A. P. Sinnett and W, Scott Elliot,



is of “  no account,”  everything works steadily on in an 
orderly, rational, rhythmical measure, i^o ns upon aeons it 
takes, age after age, to accomplish this mighty task ; but the 
Supreme L ife works on with the patience o f eternity, until the 
numberless germs o f Itself which were hidden in the depths o f 
matter, working through kingdom after kingdom, ever pressing 
outward and upward, breaking through form after form as each 
grew too small for the expanding Life, until these germs develope 
self-consciousness, individuality, and shall finally re-attain full 
union with the Supreme Life. And so, ever onward, ever upward, 
with an ever-increasing expansion o f consciousness, shall we 
unite ourselves with the Divine W ill working in us, and, in 
the fulness of the ages shall we return “  with exceeding jo y ” — 
“ bringing our sheaves "  of experience with us. Verily, this 
seems to me a “  larger room” to dwell in and to rejoice in, and to go 
hack to the old idea of the creation o f all things, 4004 B.C., would feel 
to me very stifling.

Now I must take up another idea, and compare it with present 
day Christian Theology—or rather it is more an amplification of one 
of the foregoing details than another separate idea. I  w ill give the 
ordinary view  first. We are taught from childhood that when a child 
is born into the world, God creates for it a soul, a fresh, unsullied, 
spotless soul, “  fresh from the hands of its M aker,1' is an expression 
we often hear ; that this soul is like a blank piece o f paper waiting 
to be written on in the hard school of life. And so the child gro w s; 
any naughtiness it shows is accounted for by heredity, and also by a 
bundle of “  original sin ”  which was left as a legacy for all succeeding 
generations by our first parents, Adam and Eve. We w ill imagine 
the case of two children. The first child we will say is born into a 
family where everything helps it to be good and pure and true and 
noble ; all its surroundings are healthy, it is born with a fine brain 
capacity, bom  to command, it grows up under kindly tuition and wise 
rule, and developes into a healthy and noble manhood ; all the in­
stincts clean and pure, the whole force of the man's nature thrown 011 
the side o f goodness. He lives nobly and well, and dies in an hon­
oured old age. H is body returns to the dust, and his soul goes to 
enjoy the rewards of a good and noble life in an unending eternity of 
bliss.

Our second child is badly handicapped from the first, born of 
immoral, drunken parents, the pure soul has to contend with a crimi­
nal brain, criminal tendencies, evil surroundings ; nothing appa­
rently to help its upward flight, everything to drag it down­
wards. It grows up into a hardened criminal, and dies in misery 
and poverty. The body returns to dust, but the soul—where is that ? 
Is it possible it can be condemned to eternal punishment for 
sins committed here, which its physical body and its environ­
ment almost compelled it to commit ? What chance did this inau
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have to  live a clean, noble life? W hat chance has he h a d  to  
follow th e  h igh  ideal of a se rvan t o f th e  C hrist ? A nd  is h e  to  
suffer an  e te rn ity  o f pun ish m en t for ever and for ever, for sins, h o w ­
ever b lack, com m itted  d u rin g  a few sho rt years of earth-life  ? H o w  
do o u r C hristian  friends get ou t o f th e  h o rro r of th is  in fam ous in ­
ju s tice  ! I f  every soul s ta rts  fresh in th is  life, and a t th e  en d  o f  o n e  
sho rt life is condem ned to an  e te rn ity  of b liss or an e te rn ity  o f  w oe, 
th en , in  th e  nam e of all th a t is ju s t  aud  fair, all should  s ta r t e q u a l, 
w ith  equal chances, w ith  equally  good su rround ings, w ith  e q u a lly  
good physical bodies. W hat m erit is th ere  in  th e  first ch ild  b e in g  
good and  grow ing  up  in to  a good, useful m an w hen ev e ry th in g  w as 
in  h is favour from  the  first, and  w hy should  he m eet w ith  an  e te rn a l  
rew ard for w hat h e  cou ldn ’t help  ? A nd  w hat disgrace is th e r e  in  
th e  last child  bein g  bad, and  grow ing  up vicious and  evil, w h en  
ev ery th in g  su rro u n d in g  him  tended  to d rag  him  d o w n ; an d  sh o u ld  
he be pun ished  e te rna lly  for w hat he cou ldn ’t  help  ? W hat a n sw e r 
do we m eet w ith  to  these questions ? W e are baffled, and  to ld  we 
m ust no t enqu ire  too closely in to  m ysteries we canno t u n d e rs ta n d .

A gain  an o th e r m ystery  confronts us. Tw o ch ild ren  a re  b o rn  
in to  one hom e ; th ey  each have th e  sam e loving, w atchful c a re , th e  
sam e p aren ts  guard  them , th e  sam e env ironm en t su rrounds th e m — 
an d  yet, one grow s up  an  o rn am en t to th e  C hurch  an d  to  S o c ie ty , 
and th e  o th e r is spoken of as th e  “ b lack  sheep,’' th e  p ro d ig a l. If  
bo th  had  th e  sam e b lank  paper souls a t b irth , su re ly  th e  sa m e  
causes w ork ing  on each w ould produce s im ila r results.

T hose  o f you who have ch ild ren  and  have carefully  w a tch ed  
them , can you really  believe th a t they do not b rin g  th e i r  
ch aracters w ith them  at b irth , and  show  th e ir  little  d is tin c tiv e  
tra its  very  qu ick ly  too. H ave we no t all, at one tim e o r an o th e r, had  
o u r souls w ru n g  w ith  th e  ap p aren tly  te rrib le  in ju stice  in th e  w o rld , 
an d  have been tem pted  to  cry  “ D oth God care ?” o r  “ Is  th e re  a  G o d  
a t all, for if  th e re  w ere w ould H e perm it such  in justice  to go o n  in  
H is  w orld ?” T h e  cries of th e  w ounded and  th e  oppressed have c o m e  
like a wail of woe in our ears, th e  m oans and  tears of th e  afflic ted  
an d  suffering have seem ed to  b lo t ou t heaven’s sunsh ine  a n d  to  
destroy  th e  harm onies of n a tu r e ! Is  m an n o th in g  b u t a toy, a p la y ­
th in g  d riven  h ith e r  and  th ith e r, w ith  no voice, or very  little  in  th e  
w eaving o f h is destiny  ? What is th e  m ean ing  o f i t ! IVhy sh o u ld  
he be th u s  th row n from  th e  p u rity  o f th e  hands of God in to  th e  
m aelstrom  of th is  life to take h is chance of being tossed to p ieces, 
bruised, broken , soiled and  e ternally  dam ned—or, of be ing  saved , 
and  eternally  rew arded ! S urely  life is no t w orth  liv ing  if  th e  G o d  
we tru s t in  is no th in g  bu t a God of caprice, o r m alicious c ru e lty , o r 
if  life is n o th in g  b u t a huge lo ttery  in w hich we ju s t  have to  tak e  o u r  
chance. F rom  w hence do we com e—w hither do we ten d  ? Is  th e re  
an  answ er to  th is  ridd le  ? Yes, there  is, an d  T heosophy  g ives it. 
J t is no new  teach ing  either, it is as old as relig ion i t s e l f ; on ly  th e



Christian R eligion has from som e cause or o th e r lost th is  key 
which un locks so m any of th e  m ysteries of life ; and  we of th e  W est 
have had to  w ait u n til our B rothers in  th e  E as t have restored to us 
this ancien t teach in g —and  som e o f us have so u tte rly  an d  en tire ly  
forgotten it, th a t w hen we hear of i t  now, we say—“ W hat im ag ina­
tions these people have, to be sure  ”—and  are  inclined  to relegate 
it to the realm  of fantasy, w ithou t g iv ing  it th e  consideration  w hich 
is its due. W hat then  is th is  ancien t teach ing  ? W hat th is  golden 
key ? I t  is th e  tw in  doctrines of K arm a an d  R eincarnation .

“ T h e  Books say well m y B rothers ! each m an’s life 
T he outcom e of h is form er liv ing  is ;
The bygone w rongs b rin g  forth  sorrow s an d  woes,
T he bygone right breeds bliss.
T h at w hich  ye sow, ye reap. See yonder f ie ld s ;
T he sesam um  was sesam um , the  corn  was corn,
T he S ilence aud  th e  D arkness knew  !
So is a m an’s fate b o rn .”

E liza beth  w . Be l l .
{To be concluded.)

ANCIENT THEORIES AS TO THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD.

T H E  subject w hich it is proposed to  deal w ith  in the  p resen t 
paper, is one w hich we can only  com m ent upou so far as a 

very lim ited degree o f know ledge m ay p e r m it ; bu t a t th e  sam e 
time it is one th a t from th e  m ost ancien t tim es has been trea ted  of 
more or less by alm ost every schem e o f ph ilosophy an d  religion. 
Indeed, it  seem s as if  th e  a ttem pt to  deal w ith  it has been coeval 
with the o rig in  of th o u g h t i ts e lf ; for ever since th e  investigations 
undertaken by m ank ind  have been in any  degree d irected  tow ard 
the a ttem pt to  arrive a t an u n d ers tan d in g  o f N atu re  and  natu ra l 
law, so long  do we find there  w ould seem  to  have been a ttem pts 
made to  account for th e  o rig in  of th e  w orld ; and  in th is  enquiry  
there are in ex tricab ly  bound up sim ilar a ttem pts in regard  to  the  
Cosmos an d  m an. T o form som e connected  theo ry  as to  these 
things, an d  w hat w ill be th e ir  u ltim ate  destiny—in fact, to account 
for the w orld of n a tu re  w hich we see about us, describe how it cam e 
into being, and w hat, in th e  course of tim e, will be its ending , has 
been one of th e  oldest a ttem pts m ade by  m an.

These questions w ould appear to  be possessed o f som e in ternal 
charm or a ttrac tion  for th e  m ind, w hich renders a ttem pts a t th e ir  
solution alm ost universal. As soon as hum anity  begins to asp ire to  
any sort o f know ledge, w hether u n d er th e  aspects o f philosophy or 
religion, an d  to  set apart th e  pu rsu it o f these th in g s as an aim  to be 
followed up  independen tly  o f the m ere outw ard necessities o f life, 
so soon do w e  find th a t there  is som e schem c propounded  w hich



will in a m anner satisfy th e  m ind as to  the  beg inn ing  and  possible 
end ing  o f th e  world of forms and  appearances in w hich we live. It 
is m uch as if, tak in g  hum an consciousness as a whole, there  were 
som e im perious in ternal m onitor w hich, enforcing a recognition of 
the  idea th a t all th in g s visible and tang ib le  to  th e  senses are, like 
th e ir  organs o f perception , m utable and lim ited, leads to  the  con­
viction th a t all ex ternal n a tu re  is sub ject to a sim ilar m utability— 
th a t th e  world, like m an, is th e  th in g  o f T im e and o f Circumstance, 
and therefore  perishable  or w ithou t th e  possib ility  o f e ternal dura­
tion  in a physical form.

A ud th is  analogy betw een th e  finite and the  apparen tly  infinite 
—betw een M an and th e  U niverse— by w hich th e  g rea te r is judged 
to correspond to  th e  less, has been th o u g h t to  be th e  key-note  which 
m ay enable us to  understan d  all th e  ancien t sy s te m s; and th e  one 
upon w hich, in all th e ir  variations, they  u ltim ate ly  depend. Of the 
most an c ien t orig in , th is  p rincip le  is rem arkable  for its recrudes­
cence in m odern  tim es am ong th e  scientific circles of the  p resen t day; 
and  it is advocated by Dr. D raper as the cen tral one in dealing  with 
all such problem s.* A s m an, who in h is physical body is th e  crea­
tu re  ot T im e, o f E ven t, and  o f C ircum stance, com es in to  being, passes 
th ro u g h  all h is stages of developm ent and of activ ity , show ing only 
one e ternal princip le , Consciousness, and, in th e  u ltim ate , passes away 
and  is no m o re ; even so does the  world, as it p resen ts itse lf  to the 
th in k e r, have an orig in  in tim e, run  a course guided by som e unseen 
energy  w hich causes th e  exh ib ition  o f its m any in te rdependen t phe­
nom ena ; and so, by p arity  o f reasoning, it m ust in th e  finality die 
away and  pass ou t o f objective existence.

Read by  th e  aid o f th is  key, th e  m any “ m yths " of the  ancient 
tim e, w hether as seen in th e  apparen tly  incongruous jum ble  o f non­
sensical tales ex h ib ited  by the  m ythology o f savage tribes and  un­
civilised races, o r th e  m ore refined allegories and a ttem pted  expla­
nations m ade by those fu rther advanced in the  scale of p rogress—all 
becom e com prehensible, and all alike po in t to th e  sam e root idea; 
p roving  th a t th e  in tu itio n s o f all nationalities, as exh ib ited  in their 
earliest a ttem p ts a t cosm ogonic theories, are radically  th e  sam e ; 
how ever coloured and varied by local circum stances.

W ith  th e  m ore h igh ly  civilised races, th e  ideas th u s  presented 
are m uch th e  m ore elaborate and  d iffu se ; seek ing  to  correlate 
th a t w hich is th e  cu rren t science o f the  tim e, w ith  th e  speculations 
of th e  learned  in regard  to  th in g s m etaphysical and religious. 
Indeed , it seem s bu t n a tu ra l th a t the  know ledge o f physics, or the 
science of na tu ra l th ings, should  gradually  ascend tow ards that of 
m etaphysics or th e  science of m ind and sp ir i tu a li ty : for as the 
m aterial su rround ings o f m an are the  first th in g s  w hich p resen t them­
selves for consideration, so h is deductions therefrom  lead, when 
considered analogically , tow ards the causes w hich are presum ed to 
" * “ Intellectual Development of Europe,” Vol. I., Ch. i.



lie b eh in d  th e  m ere ou tw ard  appearance. Looked at in th is  ligh t, 
the w orld  itse lf m ust have had  a c a u se ; and th e  study  as to  th a t cause 
and its  bearings has been m ostly  th e  w ork of our re lig ious system s.

S o  we find th a t m ost relig ious books begin, like G enesis in 
the C hris tian  Bible, w ith  an account o f th e  “ Creation of th e  W orld 
and th e rea fte r deal w ith  th in g s concern ing  sp iritua l science or o ther 
super-m undane considerations, in a m anner m ore or less in con­
form ity  w ith  th e  degree o f p rogress in know ledge m ade by those 
peoples am ong  w hom  th e  books in  question are found ; or th ro u g h  
whose h an d s (and consequent m odifications) they  m ay have passed. 
I f  we deal w ith  such w orks on ly—or w hat are  generally  called 
“ S acred  W ritin g s,"  we usually  find it asserted  th a t th e re  is m ore 
than one way in w hich  they  a re  to  be read  ; and  th is  goes to  confirm  
the idea th a t th e  U niverse was looked upon as a th in g  o f w hich m an 
was th e  type. F o r m an m ay be  considered only  as th e  m ere anim al 
form, correspond ing  to  the  bare  le tte r  o f th e  “ W ord ; "  o r he m ay be 
exam ined eso terically , in regard  to  h is  m ore recondite  sp iritual 
na tu re  ; an d  these tw o m ethods, th ough  bound  u p  by analogies, are no t 
inseparable. In  regard  to  th e  books, we have first the  le tte r  o f th e  
account, as it m ay for instance  be seen in th e  Book of G en esis ; w here 
a narra tiv e  is g iven w hich was adap ted  for th e  com prehension of 
those to  w hom  it was m ore especially  ad d re ssed *  g iv ing  a general 
ou tline  o f th e  C reation as it seem ed th a t it m igh t have occurred, from 
the s tan d p o in t of th o se  who believed in a personal, an th ropom orph ic  
God. T h en , if  we a re  to  believe those w ho have stud ied  th e  m atte r 
further th an  th e  baire le tte r te lls us, th e re  seem s to  be an alle­
gorical ren d erin g  o f th e  te x t, f  m ean ing  very  m uch m ore th an  at 
first s ig h t ap p ears; and  th is  allegorical ren d erin g  fu rth e r m erges 
into a kabalistica l o r m agical read ing , in w hich those  w ho m ay 
object to  th e  m ere lite ra l w ord ing  find a ren d erin g  m uch  m ore to  
their satisfaction— X anc* 80 011» perhaps to  a  num ber of o th e r m e­
thods. All th e  14 B ibles ” of th e  anc ien t na tions seem  to  be con­
structed upon these  p rin c ip les  m ore or less ; for (even if  they  had  
no m ore recond ite  source and  object) it w ould doub tless be essen­
tial th a t w orks w hose w riters so u g h t to  ob tain  th e  reverence  and  
support o f all classes, shou ld  n o t carry  all th e ir  m ean ing  upon th e  
surface—lest, on th e  one hand , th ey  should  excite  th e  enm ity  o f 
the ignoran t, an d  of those w hose p rejud ices are inversely  p ropor­
tional to  th e ir  know ledge ; and  on th e  o ther, shon ld  m eet w ith  con­
tem pt from th e  learned, w ho w ould  too soon ex h au st the  surface 
m eaning w hich  th e  w orks m ig h t bear to  them .

T hese  th in g s  should  alw ays be reco llected  w hen we are looking 
among th e  re lig ious w ritings o f th e  anc ien ts  for th e ir  ideas as to

•  Cf. Plotinus, as quoted in “ Int. Dev. of Europe/' Vol. I., Ch. viii., ed. of

^  say9 Maitnontdes, wlio deem* the dead-letter readiup a great error,
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w orld-orig in  and th e  details o f the  creation ; and  as such books, 
ow ing to th e  veneration  in w hich they  have been held  by th e  m as­
ses, are th e  ones w hich are in general th e  longest p reserved  and  the 
least sub ject to w holesale destruction  a t th e  h ands o f th e  nations 
w here they  seem  to have o rig inated , so it is to them  we have chiefly 
to  look in a search for m aterial dealing  w ith  ou r subject.

B ut we are  by no m eans confined to  w orks of a relig ious nature  
for such inform ation, for th e re  is ano ther class o f lite ra tu re  m ore 
or less available, viz., th e  philosophical w ritings w hich  have come 
down to  us from form er tim es. A nd these, th o u g h  far less num erous 
than  the  religious w orks, have still survived in  som e m easure ; but. 
as they  claim ed no  “ d ivine ” source, and  so were n o t hedged round  
and  consequently  p ro tected  by superstitious feelings, (and  th u s , too 
often, cam e to  be looked upon as profane, and  opposed to  re lig ion) 
they  have very  generally  m et w ith  swift destruction  at the  h an d s  of 
p riestly  ignorance and  popular ha tred .

F o r we m ust ever recognise th e  fact th a t w hatever know ledge  
transcends the  cu rren t a tta in m en ts  of th e  tim e is by  th a t m u ch  in ­
credible to  the  m a jo r ity ; and  as th e  low er aspects of the  h u m an  
m ind caunot brook to  be ou tstripped  in any way, its  je a lo u sy  is 
speedily  converted  from sim ple incredu lity  in to  active opposition  ; 
and wheii th is  is fanned in to  collective m anifestation  by th e  fears 
w hich lie beh ind  relig ious superstition , th e re  are no le n g th s  to 
w hich it w ill no t go in  th e  way o f destruction  o f th e  objects o f  its 
aversion. So it com es about th a t th e  w ritings o f th e  p h ilo sophers— 
th a t is, of those who pursued  th e  acquisition  o f know ledge p u re ly  
for its  own sak e—have, alas, too often perished  ; w hile those o f  th e ir  
irreconcilable enem ies, th a t class o f p riestly  im postors w hose aim  
was not know ledge so m uch as power, have in g rea te r m easure s u r ­
vived. So w ould the  “ Book of M orm on ” stand  a b e tte r chance th an  
the  w orks of N ew ton ; bu t se ttin g  aside any spurious m atter, sc h o ­
lars are apparen tly  agreed  th a t th e  re lig ious w orks are by far th e  
m ost antique. A nd as, iu th e  earliest tim es, it m ay have been th a t 
th ere  was 110 real d istinc tion  betw een ph ilosopher and priest, so  we 
m ay often find the  ideas of th e  form er concealed u nder a re lig ious 
garb  ; w hich th u s assured them , in la te r and  m ore debased tim es, 
th a t p ro tection  w hich superstition  affords.

T ak in g , how ever, the  pure ly  philosophic w orks of th e  an c ien ts  
so far as they  are now ex tan t, those of th e  early  G reek schools, an d  
such as followed them  in la te r tim es, w ere un til qu ite  recen tly  
considered by E uropean  scholars as th e  standard  au tho rities c o n ­
cern ing  old ideas about th e  orig in  o f th e  w orld. A t th e  tim e w hen 
these  schools flourished, th e  public m ind  had  in som e m easure  
begun to  free itse lf from  m erely  superstitious tra m m e ls ; an d  th e re ­
fore th e  ineradicable im pulse of the  hum an  m ind  to  enquire  in to  
natu ra l th ings, began to  flow in a large m easure unchecked . B ut 
as m igh t be reasonably expected, th e  resu lt was a t first a  s tran g e



jum ble o f ideas—a m ix tu re  of shallow  scientific notions, na tu ra l in ­
tuitions, crude argum ents, and scraps of perverted  esoteric 
knowledge w hich had  been en igm atically  given out by those  who 
were m ore or less in itia ted  in to  th a t occult ph ilosophy w hich flows 
silently onw ard th ro u g h  all th e  ages, and  only  appears upon th e  
surface o f th e  stream  of tim e a t those po in ts in th e  h isto ry  of our 
race, w here cyclic law  perm its of its  outw ard m anifestation.

I t  is therefore fitting  th a t we should  begin by a b rie f exam ina­
tion o f  G reek  ideas upon th is  s u b je c t; for in so do ing  we shall keep 
more nearly  to  th e  ru le  o f analogy by  w hich ex te rna ls  claim  first 
atten tion . W e can afterw ards look a t deeper sources ; or such as, in 
due order, have only  com e to ligh t a t a la te r tim e—in pursuance, 
perhaps, o f th a t longer cyclic period icity  w hich perta in s to th e ir  
more recond ite  and occult natu re .

A s we m igh t expect to  find, the  m ost charac teris tic  feature of 
the G reek  speculations was th e ir  alm ost exclusive foundation upon 
merely physical suggestions ; and  upon a very  shallow  observation 
of these, th ey  seem  to  have m ade one of th e  first objects of th e ir  
attem pts, th e  determ ination  o f th e  orig in  and  n a tu re  o f th e  world in 
which th ey  lived. T h e  p rincipal basis upon w hich they  rested  th e ir  
conclusions was th u s  in  rea lity  unsubstan tia l, how ever seem ingly 
certain ; because it necessarily  included  all the  e rro rs w hich arose 
from im perfect and  erroneous observations o f na tu ra l phenom ena. 
For these reasons th ey  m ostly  regarded  th e  earth  as be ing  a flat 
surface, on w hich th e  sky  was susta ined  like a d o m e ; and th e re ­
fore supposed th is  te rrestria l p lane to  be of b u t sm all ex ten t. W ith  
superficial and  ch ild ish  sim plicity , they  adopted accord ingly  th e  
notions th a t up  and  down, or above and below, were th e  prim ary  
directions in space ; and  th a t th ere  w ere b u t four e lem en ts—Fire, 
Air, W ater, and  E a rth —o f w hich th e  w orld was m ade up. T hey  
noted th a t ea rth  w ill s ink  to th e  bo ttom  o f w ater, th a t w ater will fall 
through air, and th a t it  is th e  n a tu re  o f fire to  ascend. W ith  such 
views, th e  general a rran g em en t of th e  ea rth  as a flat surface agreed ; 
because they  found th e  earth  was below all—th a t the  w ater was 
supported upon it, w hile th e  air was above both. So, too, th e  heat 
which cam e from th a t h ig h er region w here th e  Sun  was, seem ed 
indubitably to po in t to  th e  existence of a region o f fire above 
all the rest. T herefore in th e ir  succeeding  investigations, th e ir  
starting-point lay in m aterial concepts w hich depended w holly upon 
first im pressions received by the  senses ; and w hatever conclusions 
they m igh t arrive at, th e  correctness o f such conclusions m ust 
necessarily tu rn  or depend upon th e  accuracy o f th e ir  fundam ental 
ideas.

In seek ing  an explanation  as to  the  form ation of th e  w orld, 
they supposed a preponderance o f one o f th e  four elem ents over th e  
other th ree  ; b u t they  n a tu ra lly  differed as to  w hich was the  original 
forerunner o f th e  others in pow er—since w ith  one teacher th e  pri-



m ordial elem ent was w a te r ; w ith an o th e r fire o r air, and  so on. * 
By supposing  th a t th e  o ther th re e  o rig inated  in som e way from thc 
first one—an idea doubtless derived from th e  O riental theory  of 
em anations—they  accounted for th e  orig in  of th e  elem ents, and  then 
by various tra in s  o f specious argum ent, they  deduced th e  phenom e­
nal world from th e  several com binations o f th e  elem ents. Thus, 
A naxim enes held  th a t rarefaction  and  condensation  w ere th e  active 
princip les in  th e  construction  o f th e  w orld—th a t air, w hen  sufficient­
ly rarefied, becam e fire, and  m ore condensed, becam e w a te r ; appeal­
ing  for evidence o f th is  to th e  production  o f clouds and  rain out o f the 
atm osphere w hen cold prevailed, aud  th e ir  absence w hen h ea t was 
th e  p redom inan t quality  aud th e  a ir m ore rarefied. So he  held  that 
as w ater ev iden tly  cam e from th e  air, and th a t by condensation , even 
into solid hail and ice, so tb e  solid ea rth  had, by som e sim ilar p ro ­
cess, o rig inally  com e from w a te r ; all else being  produced from v ari­
ous m odifications and in terac tions of these, f  T h u s  it was th a t 
A naxim enes undertook , from an assum ed p rim itive  substance, to 
show how, by observation and experim en t, o thers m ay arise from it 
and fu rth er transfo rm ations m ay occur. X

H is theory , th u s  roughly  outlined , m ay be taken  as th e  earliest 
E uropean  forerunner and  pro to type  of th e  m ateria listic  ph ilosophy 
o f th e  n in e teen th  c e n tu ry ; for o u r p resen t-day  physicists likew ise 
a ttem pt to  account for th e  form ation o f th e  w orld upon  pure ly  p h y s i­
cal hypotheses, w hich only  differ from th a t of A naxim enes in  so far 
as they  are based upon a  m ore ex tended  and  refined observation  o f 
n a tu ra l th ings, and a m ore com plex know ledge o f th e ir  in te rac tion . 
Both A naxim enes and  h is m odern successors held th a t m a tte r  was 
every th ing  ; and th e  lapse o f 2 , 4 0 0  years h as  only  m ade th is  m nch  
difference—th a t by added com plexity , th e  physical hypo th esis  has 
only succeeded in fu rth er obscuring  th e  fact th a t it does not acco u n t 
for th e  g rand  evolution of th e  U niverse, b u t only for som e secondary  
effects belong ing  thereto .

But even in the tim e of A naxim enes, ju s t  as we find a t p re se n t, 
th e  unsatisfactory  na tu re  o f th a t theory  was perceived ; because  it 
m ade m atte r the  princip le  w hich evolved Consciousness, in s te a d  of 
m aking  C onsciousness th e  th in g  w hich m oulds plastic  m atter. A n d  
accordingly  we find, th a t in th e  hands o f D iogenes o f A pollonia, th e  
theory  of A naxim enes received a fu rther ex tension , and one w h ic h  
from a pure ly  physical basis, m ade it in to  a psychological one. F o r 
w hile D iogenes asserted, as h is predecessor had  done, th a t all th in g s  
o rig inate  from one, he m ade th is  “ O ne ” an essence ra th e r  th a n  a 
su b s ta n c e ; and said th a t it was one w hich, w hile undergo ing  co n tin u a l 
changes—and th u s becom ing different a t different tim es—yet u l t i ­
m ately re tu rn s  back again to  its orig inal state. H ere, then , was a n o th e r

* D raper, Op. cit., p. 104.
t Ib. Vol. I., Ch. iv, p. 102. Cf. “ I,I1.” Vol. I, pp. 51, 133.
;  Draper, Op. CU., p. 99.



step towards the Emanation theory. He therefore regarded the earth as 
a living being, which by virtue of innate consciousness, spontaneously 
evolves or has its birth or beginning, gradually transforms itself, 
and will accordingly have an ending. A nd as, with Anaxim enes, 
he held that air was the original substance or essence, it followed 
that this air must be eternal, imperishable, and also endowed with 
consciousness as the principle which brought about its changes into 
solid bodies and living things which are endowed with a part o f its 
own nature. This he argued, because without reason or some such 
aspect of Consciousness, it would be impossible for all to be arranged 
so duly and proportionally as that everything should maintain its 
fitting measure—W inter and Summer, night and day, rain and wind, 
and fair weather, and whatever object we consider, w ill be found to 
have been ordered in the best and most beautiful manner possible. 
But, as he further says, “  that which has such knowledge is that 
which men call a i r ; it is it that regulates and governs all—and 
hence it is the use o f air to pervade all, and to dispose all, and to be 
in a l l ; for there is nothing that has not part o f it.” *

Thus crudely did Diogenes endeavour to amend the faults o f 
Anaximenes, and to express, as far as his knowledge o f nature went, 
the existence o f that simple, yet universal and invariable Law  which 
governs endlessly varying phenom ena; and did but vaguely per­
ceive that it is a more noble view o f the government o f this world 
to impute its order to a penetrating primitive wisdom, which could 
foresee consequences throughout a future eternity, and provide for 
them in the original plan at the outset, as Dr. Draper expresses it, f  
than to admit either the fortuitous, hap-hazard, materialistic 
theory o f Anaxim enes, or the religious idea o f a capricious Deity 
and the perpetual intervention o f misunderstood spiritual agencies 
for the purpose of carrying on the world.

In these vague ideas o f Anaxim enes and Apollonius, as we 
shall further see, there are to be recognised the traces o f a much 
older and more perfect system of cosm ogony; though they are 
little recognisable under the forms in which the popular ignorance 
of that time endeavoured to clothe them. They seem to have arisen 
in some measure from scattered hints o f esoteric science, rudely 
blended into systematic form by means o f the popular ideas o f Geog­
raphy and other branches o f knowledge—in which the Greeks were 
far behind the nations from whom they too often borrowed what 
they did not understand; and then, dressing this in surroundings 
appropriate to their own ignorance, endeavoured to pose therewith 
as the originators—for there was no vainer nation in early Europe 
than these same Greeks. X

But those who, through travel and other advantages, were more 
enlightened, were not in such haste to rush into dogmatic asser-

•  Ib. pp. 99, ioo.
t  Ib . pp. ioo , 10 1 .
t Higgins, “ Celtic Druids,**
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tio iis and  im perfect theories concern ing  w orld-orig in  o r any .other 
m a tte r connected therew ith  ; and so, seeing  th a t so little  informa- 
.tion w as available upon  purely  natu ra l science, tried  to  d irec t the 
.attention, o f .the ir, countrym en in to  channels b e tte r su ited  to  the ir 
.peculiar genius. T h ey  poin ted  ou t th a t th e  p roper study  o f m ankind 
w as M an ; and  th a t w hen such a subject had  been exhausted , there 
w ould probably rem ain  n o th in g  to  lea rn  as to  th e  co n stitu tion  and 
orig in  o f th e  C osm os; since th e  one subject, by  analogy  and 
otherw ise, included  th e  o ther. W e see exactly  th e  sam e th in g  
h ap p en in g  a t  th e  p resen t day ; for, since physical science, a ttem pting  
to  tran scen d  its available data  and  p resen t pow ers, has landed  us 
in  a sea o f con trad ic to ry  theories and  u ncerta in ties as to  th e  begin­
n in g s o f th e  ea rth  and  th e  o th e r bodies o f ou r Solar S y stem ,*  
th e re  have com e forw ard certa in  people who, d iscard ing  these 
contrad ic tions an d  vagaries, have endeavoured to  reach  th e  solution 
o f  th is  and  m any o th er problem s by a rou te  qu ite  different from  that 
h ith e rto  perceived or a ttem pted  in th is  cen tury .

In  an c ien t G reece, th e  people w ho m ade th e  sam e a ttem pts 
po in ted  out th a t th e  only  certa in  and  incontrovertib le  da ta  for the 
basis o f a ll  know ledge, w ere to  be found in m an 's  own n a tu r e ; and 
th a t  w ith in  th e  recesses o f h is  m ind and  consciousness th e re  lay  not 
o n ly  a deep m ine o f know ledge, bu t also th e  touch-stone  o f all tru th . 
I t  was as th o u g h  th ey  h ad  caugh t a t least a glim pse o f th e  fact tha t, 
as  th e  hum an  E go  had  persisted  since th e  foundations o f th e  world, 
i t  m u st con tain  th e  h isto ry  o f th e  ea rth  w ith in  its  own experience. 
B ut, d ea ling  only  w ith  th e  in te llec tual p lane, th ey  proceeded  to 
dem onstra te  how certa in  it  was th a t th e  tw o sides c f  any  triangle , 
b e in g  added  to ge ther, m u st alw ays exceed th e  th ird  side in q u a n tity ; 
an d  as th e  abstrac tions o f G eom etry, be ing  pure ly  m ental products, 
w ere yet th e  only  absolutely  tru e  resu lts  yet obtained, therefore 
on ly  th ro u g h  th e  m edium  of inw ard m editation  and  contem plation  was 
th e  actual t ru th  o f th in g s  to  be deduced, w hether from natural 
phenom ena or otherw ise. A s th e  m ind, by its  evolution  o f G eom e­
try , had th u s  successfully  m astered th e  conditions o f space and  of 
form  in  one d irection , so m ig h t it also do in regard  to  those o f tim e 
and  o f substance (or m atter) in  another. A ud here  they  proceeded 
to  show  how  number and  harm ony  w ere th e  key-no tes and  funda­
m ental bases o f all th in g s, and  were, in  fact, involved in G eom etry 
itse lf ; a n d  m ust be th e  guides and ru lin g  pow ers in th e  m odifications 
o f plastic  m a tte r—and th u s provide th e  m ost recondite  and  abstruse 
basis o f all th in g s, th e  earth  inc luded , w hich had  ever been 
devised, t

A nd  in  tru th , such p rincip les yet rem ain  th e  only  m eans which 
m ost ph ilosophers em ploy ; for w ithou t th e  C alculus, physical sci­
ence w ere an u tte r  im possibility , and scarce any o f our present-day

* "  S.D.,” II, pp. 67, 74-6. n.e.
t  Cf. “ S.D. ” 1, 674, & II., 494• n.e,



knowledge w ould be capable, o f record or expression . W h at should  
we know of C hem istry, if  we had n o t w eight aud  m easure, and  could 
not num ber th e  proportions in w hich th e  atom s a ttrac t each o th er, 
aud in w hich  th ey  com bine ? W here w ould be our A stronom y, if  
we had no t su itab le  figures to  m easure our periods and  distances, 
and in w hich to  express our resu lts  ? In  short, w hat p rogress w ould 
be possible in an y th ing , if  we w ere w ithou t th e  elem ents o f N um ­
ber, W eight an d  M easure ? Do we seek to  u n d erstan d  M usic, we 
must num ber its  v ib ra to ry  n o te s ; and if we investiga te  optics, 
the band o f colours in to  w hich w hite lig h t can be resolved is on ly  
to be expressed  by th e  num bers w hich stand  for th e  v ib ra tions in  
the ether, p e r  u iiit o f tim e, w hich denote  th e  effect o f certa in  rays 
upon the re tin a  o f th e  eye. Such, at least, are  th e  obvious and  
demonstrable applications o f th e  p rincip le  o f num bers b y  w hich 
physical science has ascerta ined  th e  p roperties o f n a tu ra l th in g s  
upon the ou tw ard  p lane ; and  w ere th e  sam e p rincip les recognised in  
the m anner th a t th ey  are by  O ccultism , how  vastly  m ore m ig h t be 
known th a n  a t p resen t appears ? W e m ay, later, find th a t such au  
application o f num bers and o f harm onious p roportions w ould unveil 
to us the tru e  origin of th e  Cosm os and  of M atter, ex p la in ing  th e  tru e  
method an d  m anner o f its evolution, w ith  all the  changes to w hich it  
is su b jec t; as well as th e  destin ies w hich y e t aw ait its  fu tu re  
course.*

But th a t m ost active nation  of S ou th -eastern  E urope, som e o f 
whose cosm ic specifications we have been trac ing , was b u t a very  • 
insignificant p a rt o f th e  ancien t w orld ; and  also one w hich, w hen it  
began to e x h ib it its  m ost in te llectual or advanced  stage, was also, ' 
in common w ith  its  neighbours, verg ing  tow ards its  decline, i f  n o t 
approaching th e  closing years of its cycle o f ac tiv ity  for th e  tim e- 
being. H en ce  it d id  no t p roduce those aston ish ing  resu lts  w hich 
have since been reached by th e  p u rsu it o f th e  sam e m ethods iu  m o­
dern nations, and  th e ir  g rea te r elaboration in  o u r ow n tim e—w hen 
we have in  o u r tu rn  p roduced  theories as to th e  orig in  o f th e  W orld , 
only to explode them  in  succession, m uch as th e  old G reeks did.

Sam uel  St u a r t .
{To be concluded.)



C h a p t e r  I.

( Continued from p. 307.)

H E illuminates every d ay:—the golden crown set with diamonds, 
vaiduryas, emeralds, sapphires, etc., by H is head ; .(21)

The pair of pendants that are as brilliant as the sun and moon, 
by H is ears; the pair of golden bracelets, by His upper arm s; (22)

The sets of rings, by His fine fingers ; the garlands o f large- 
sized pearls, by His neck and breast; • (23)

The soft silken cloth, by His waist, thighs and knees ; and the 
pair of anklets, by H is feet resembling the fresh lotus. (24)

Even there, the lotus-navelled Sri Rama, the Lord of the 
Universe, bearing in His hands the Conch-shell, the Discus and 
the Club,* went into communion with His S k l f . (25)

The Lord who is never lonely on account of worldly and 
spiritual matters that ever engage His attention now withdrew His 
mind into loneliness. (26)

Thereupon Brahma and others as well as Lakshmana aud others 
who understood the inclinations of others, quietly withdrew there­
from, and all, except Hanuman and the Gate-keeper, went out. (27) 

Then Ravana’s enemy (Rama) seated as He was in the Padmi- 
sanaf posture withdrew all H is senses from their (respective) 
objects; (28)

Firmly fixed H is mind on that Nirguna} Brahman which is 
declared in all the Ved&ntas and which is unconditioned and un- 
decaying and which is the concentrated Sat-Chit*Ananda (Kxistence- 

. Intelligence-Bliss); (29)

* The conch-shell, the discus and the club respectively represent the Aban- 
k&ra, the Manas and the Buddhi.

f  Padm&sana: one of the four principal postures in Yoga. In Ch. I, Verse 4 5 , 
o f H atha Pradipika it is described thus 1—Place the right heel a t the root of the 
left thigh and the left heel a t the root of the right, cross the hands behind the 
back and take hold of the toes, the right toe with the right hand and the left toe 
with the left.

X N irguna B rahm an: Ved&ntas trea t of Brahman as Saguna (having a ttri­
butes), Nirguna (having negative attributes) and Nirgun&ttta (having no a ttri­
butes}.

Saguna has personal form and is endued with all conceivable good qualities. 
Nirguna has no personal form and has no attributes except Sat (Existence), 

Chit (Intelligence) and An&nda (Bliss) as opposed to anrita (non«existence), Jad a  
(non-intelligence) and duhkha (nombliss).

Nirgun&tlta is attributeless and is unknowable.



And then by readily entering into Nirvikalpa Samadhi * (He) 
immersed H imself in that Ocean of undivided B liss; (30)

Where nothing else is seen, nothing else is heard and nothing 
else is known except the Supreme Blissful self. (31)

Then Rima with all His organs delighted by the enjoyment of 
that Bliss, came out of H is Samadhi, being induced to do so by the 
germs o f consciousness pertaining to His function of preserving the 
Universe. (32)

Thereupon Vayu’s son Hanuman, of great intellect, knowing 
that R&ma has come out of Samadhi, approached Him with joined 
hands; (33)

And with a downcast face indicating modesty, prostrated at 
his feet like a tree felled to the grouud, and worshipped Him, in the 
manner ordained, with arghya (oblation), padya (water to wash the 
feet) and all the rest. (34)

Then, having, with devotion and attentiveness, pleased R&ma, 
Who was intent upon teaching spiritual truths, HanumSn, with 
words soft and clear, addressed Him with much concern : (35)

O, Rama! Thou art the Supreme Self Whose form is made up 
of Existence, Intelligence and Bliss. Thou alone art the cause of 
creation, preservation aud destruction of all beings. (36)

This much I have ordinarily understood by Thy grace and by 
the supreme virtue of my having served Thee, but I am now afflicted 
because of my not having got a thorough knowledge (of the S e l f ) .

(37)
The more I think of Sams&ra (the unending chain of cause and 

effect) the more sorrowful I become. Even then, through my desire 
for comfort, I have been caught in it like a fish by a hook. (38) 

L o ! I cannot, even in imagination, get over to the other shore of

* Nirvikalpa Satn&dhi: One of the six grades of SamAdhis known as 
DrisyAnuviddha, SabdAnuviddha, Nissankalpa, Nirvikalpa, N irvrittika and 
Nirvlsana.

SamAdhi, to  quote from the Theosophical glossary ,—11 is a  state of ecstatic 
and complete trance. The term comes from the words Sam-Adha, ‘ Self-possession*’ 
He who possesses this power is able to exercise an absolute control over all his 
faculties, physical or m en ta l; it is the highest state of yoga.”

The Sarasw att rahasya (tbe 106t h . Upanishad) s a y s : Of the five factors,
1. Existence, 2 . Intelligence, 3 . Bliss, 4 . Name, 5 . Form, the first three 
pertain to Brahman and the next two to the Universe. D iscarding names and 
forms, one should rest in Sat-Chit>Ananda (Brahman). This is done by the help 
of the aforesaid SainAdhis.

In DrisyAnuviddha SamAdhi (where all forms are discarded) the aspirant 
realises Brahman as the Universal Light without noticing the various forms with 
which different objects appear to the eyes. H e notices the subject alone every 
where and tha t a s  Supreme Light.

In Sfobdinuviddha SamAdhi (where names are  discarded), the aspirant over* 
comes in his mind the differences caused by names.

In N issankalpa Sam&dhi he gets the mind freed from sankalpas (ponderings 
or desires), in Nirvikalpa the mind is freed from Vikalpa or doubt, in Nirvrittika 
it is freed from its V nttis or modifications and in NirvAsana it is freed from 
VAsanas o r impressions*



this Sam sara. The body is ever the abode of diseases and the s ix  
kin d s o f changes* are its attributes. ( 3 9 )

E ven w ith a body sim ila r to steel, how can oue attain to perfec­
tion ? O ur happiness is never in  the body, my opinion is that it  is  
elsewhere. (4 0 )

O, Ocean o f kin d n ess! T h is personal form of T h in e  th at 
Thou, the O m niscient and the Om nipotent, hast, of T h in e  own accord, 
assumed through T h y  MSya ; (4 1 )

F o r the w elfare o f a ll the w orlds and for the purification of the 
m inds of those that have no desire, should be meditated upon, even 
by the most learned, w ithin the cavity of the lo tu s-like  heart. (4 2 ) 

B y the highest virtues o f my past b irth  this personal form  o f 
T h in e  has been made visib le  to m y eyes. T h e other, im personal 
one— not visib le  to the naked eyes, ( 4 3 )

Devoid of any form , lik e  unto the all-p ervad in g  ether, the m ost 
suprem e lig h t, the w ell-know n, the ever pure, the O m niscient, the 
eternal, ( 4 4 )

The ever free and the im perishable oue called the Param atm an 
(the Suprem e S e lf  of a ll)— is that w hich I  w ish to know , if  Th ou h ast 
kindness for me. ( 4 5 )

I f  I  deserve to be instructed in  this and if  it  w ill not be tiresom e 
to Thee to spend T h y  words, I  beseech Thee, O, Lord I to im p art 
the same to me for the realisation of my S e lf . (4 6 )

Thus in the glorious Upanishad of R a 'm a  Gi TA', the 
secret m eaning of the Vedas, embodied in the second 
Pdda of the Upasana Kanda of Tatvasar&yana, reads the 
first chapter en itled :

T h e  d e s c r ip t io n  o r  ayodhya m anta pa . etc .

C H A P T E R  I I .

S ri Ram a s a id :

W ell done O, M a ru ti! thou hast, O, w ise o n e ! done w ell iu  a sk ­
in g  Me about that w hich is  beneficial to the w orld. T h is  path o f 
salvation from Samsdra is w onderful. ( j )

O, Conquerer of foes ! thou hast, for the most part, learnt from  
Me the m eanings of the Vedas. E ven then I  am very m uch 
delighted to te ll thee now exhaustively. (2)

There is  none else equally deserving w ith thee to be taught the 
Science of Brahm an. W hat am I  to do w ith the secrets if  I  do not 
give them to thee ?

Besides thee I  do not know  of any one who is  the source o f M y 
pleasure in  th is w orld. Come near Me, M y hand wishes to feel 
thy b o d y! ^

* s*x ^inds ofchanges that the body.is subjected to a r e : conception, b ir th , 
gtotvth, maturity, decay and death. *



So saying  the ch ief of the Raghu fam ily passed H is  hand over 
HanumSn from head to foot and began to teach the sp iritu a l 
truths. ^

That w hich is  devoid o f hunger, etc., of caste d istinctions such 
as Brahm ana, K shatriya, etc., of such e vils as sins, e tc .; that w hich is 
motionless, fu ll and one w ithout a second ; ( 6 )

That w hich is beyond the three states* (of consciousness), that 
which is  devoid of the five sheaths,f that w hich is intelligence 
alone, the Brahm an, the most subtle, and tbe Suprem e one devoid 
of qualities, ( 7 )

Is  alone M y real and w onderful form and it is  firm ly established 
in all the eternal Ved&ntas. ( 8 )

Thou canst not properly understand it  from any texts other 
than the Vedantas. Am ong S'rutis, S m ritis and Purdnas, the most 
authoritative are the S'rutis. (9 )

Therefore, O son of A njana ! thou, who art desirous of getting 
thyself freed from  Sam sara, shalt forthw ith apply to the study o f 
Vedantas fo r the better understanding of M y true nature. ( 1 0 ) 

The U panishad, the v isib le  m anifestation o fth e  Goddess o f
Wisdom, is  pregnant w ith a ll sp iritu a l truths and there is  110 secret
which is  unknow n to her. ( 1 1 )

O, son of P avan a! thou, who art scorched by Sam sara, shalt 
approach her even as a ch ild  that is  hungry approaches its mother, 
and in  conform ity w ith her teachings, thou shalt question Me 
regarding M y nature. ( 1 2 )

H anum an s a id :

T e ll me, O, ch ief o f the Raghu fa m ily ! w hich are the Vedantas 
and where are they embodied ? O, R am a! H ow  many are the Vedas ? 
and O, Raghava ! how many are their branches ? ( 1 3 )

K in d ly  tell me accurately, how m any U panishads are there in  
them, by a know ledge of whose m eaning I  w ill be freed from  the 
bondage o f Samsar^. ( 1 4 )

S ri R&ma s a id :
O, H anum an ! I  sh a ll te ll you the position o f the Vedantas, 

hear straight on. From  Me the V ish n u, Vedas w ith th e ir supple­
ments, came out as m y out-going breaths. ( 1 5 )

T he Vedanta is  firm ly established in  the V eda even as the o il 
in the sesamum seed. T h e Vedas, divided as they are into Rigveda, 
etc., are four in  num ber. ( 1 6 )

M any are the branches of the Vedas and m any are the 
Upanishads of those branches. T h e branches of the Rigveda are 
twenty-one in  num ber. ( 1 7 )

* The three states of Consciousness are 1 . J&grat or waking*, 2. Svapna or 
dreaming,*and 3 . Sushupti or dreamless sleep.

t  The five sheaths are, the Annamaya, the PrAnamaya, the Manomaya* th* 
Vijnanamaya and the Anandamaya.



O, Son of Marut! the branches of the Yajurveda are nine and 
one hundred in number. O, scorcher of enemies ! One thousand 
branches have come out of S&ma Veda. (18)

0 , Hanuman! The branches of the Atharvaveda are fifty in 
number. It is said that for each branch there is an Upanishad. (19)

He that studies one Rik or verse of one of these Upanishads, 
with great devotion for me, that man attains to the salvation called 
Sayujya* (becoming one with Me) which is difficult of a tta in m e n t^ )

Although that salvation called S&yujya is far superior to the 
three lower ones called SSlokya, f Sarupya + and Samipya, g yet it 
is excelled by the fifth state called the Kaivalya mukti. || (21)

Hanuman sa id :
By what means can I attain to this Kaivalya mukti with which 

one can avoid falling again into the well of this Samsara ? (22)

Sri Rama said :

( T h e  T e n  U p a n is h a d s .)

1. Is'a, 2. Kena, 3 Katha-(valli), 4. Pras'na, 5. Munda, 6. M&n-
dukya, 7. Taittiriya, 8. Aitareya, 9. Chhandogya, and 10. Brihada- 
ranyaka; (23)

( T h e  T h i r t y -t w o  U p a n is h a d s .)

i i . Brahma, 12. Kaivalya, 13. JabSla, 14. Svetas'va-(tara), 15. 
Hamsa, 16. A ’runi-(ka), 17. Garbha, 18. N^rayana, 19. (Parama)- 
Hamsa, 20. (Amrita)-Bindu, 21. (Amrita)-Ntda, 22. (Atharva)- 
Sira, 23. (Atharva)-S ikha ; (24)

24. Maitrayani, 25. Kaushitaki, 26. Brihajjabdla, 27. (N ri- 
simha)-Tapini, 28. Kal£gnirudra, 29. Maitreyi, 30. Subala. 31. 
Kshuri (ka), and 32. Mantrika; (25)

( T h e  H u n d r e d  a n d  E i g h t  U p a n is h a d s .)

33. Sarvasara, 34. Niralamba, 35. (Suka)-Rahasya, 36. Vajra- 
suchika, 37. Tejo-(Bindu), 38. Nada-(Bindu), 39. Dhyana-(Bindu), 
40. (Brahma)-VidyS, 41. Yogatatva, 42. Atmnbodhaka ; (26)

43. (NSrada)-ParivrSjaka, 44. Tris’ikhi-(BrShmana). 45. Sita, 
46. (Yoga)-ChudS-(Mani), 47. Nirvana, 48. Mandala-(Br&hmana), 
49. Dakshina-(Murti), 50. Sarabha, 51. Skanda. 52. Mahanarayana,
53. Advaya-(TSraka) ; (27)

* S&yujya: The worshipper is said to attain Sayujya when he becomes one 
with the Deity worshipped by him.

t  SAlokya : when he attains the abode of that Deity.
X S&rApya : when he is blessed with a  form like that of the Deity.
§ SAmlpya : when he is blessed to remain near, or by the side of, the Deity.
|| Kaivalya mukti, or freedom to remain in S e l f -h o o d  : One is said to a tta in  

Kaivalya when he is able to merge his human S e l f  into the Divine S e l f  and th a t 
again into the Universal S e l f . This Kaivalya mukti is of two kinds, viV, Jtvan . 
mukti and Videhamukti, which will be explained hereafter. As the term s 
S&yujya, &c., refer to the results of Saguna worship so does the term Kaivalya 
refer to the result of Nirguna worship.



54. (Rama)-Rahasya, 55. Ramatapana, 56. Vasudeva, 57. Mud- 
gala, 58. S'audilya, 59. Paiugala, 60. Bikshu-(ka), 61. Maha, 62. S&ri- 
raka, 63. (Yoga)-Sikha; (28)

64. Turyatita, 65. Sanyasa, 66. (Paramahamsa)-Parivrajaka, 
67. Akshamalika, 68. Avyakta-(Nrisimha), 69. Ekaksliara, 70.(Auna)- 
Purna, 71. Surya, 72. Akshi-(ka), 73. Adhyatma, 74. Kundika-(khya);

(29)
75. Savitri, 76. Atma, 77. Pas'upata, 78. Parabrahma, 79. Avar- 

dhutaka, 80. Tripunitapana, 81. Devi, 82. Tripura, 83. Katha, 84. Blia* 
vana; (3°)

85. (Rudra)-Hridaya, 86. (Yoga)-Kundali, 87. Bhasma-(Jabala), 
88. Rudrdksha, 89. Gana-(pati), 90. Dars'ana, 91. Tarasara, 92. Maha- 
vakya, 93. Panchabrahma, 94. (Prana)-Agnihotra; (31)

95. Gopalatdpini, 96. Krishna, 97. Yajnavalkya, 98. Vara- 
haka, 99. S'&tyayana, 100. Hayagriva, 101. Dattatreya, 102. Garuda;

(32 )
103. Kali~(santarana), 104. J&b&la, 105. SaubMgya-(Lakshmi), 

106. (Saraswati)-Rahasya, 107. (Bahv)-Richa, aud 108. M uktika;
Thus (I have enumerated) the One Hundred and Eight (Upani­

shads) that destroy the three states of existence. (33)
Here, the one Upanishad M&ndukya* alone is enough to secure, 

by degrees, the Kaivalyamukti. Failing to secure it thereby, study 
the Ten Upanishads. (34)

Thereby obtaining an indirect knowledge of Me, thou shalt 
reach the abode of Brahma and from there the supreme Vaikuntha 
wherefrom thou shalt be completely freed along with me. (35)

If thou desirest Jivanmukti (liberation while in life) on account 
of thy dread for the agonies, etc., f elt during the dissolution of this 
body, thou shalt then study the Thirty-twof Upanishads for the sake 
of direct cognition of the s e l f . (36)

If, even as a Jivanmukta, thou shouldst desire for Videhamukti 
(liberation from the trammels of bodily existence while in the body) 
on account of the effects, whether real or apparent, of Prarabdha 
Karma, thou shalt then study the Hundred and Eighty UpanL- 
shads. (37)

* M indftkya gives hints on Atmop&sana or meditation on the S r l f . The 
Monosyllable Om is said to be made up of a  +  u + m +  ardham&tra. The 
Jivitma or the human soul should meditate upon this Pranava and thereby p?r> 
ceive the Pratyagatm a or divine S e l f  within. Then he should identify himself 
with I t  which stands in the same relation to the LTniversal S e l f  as the spark is to 
the fire. If he fail to realise this by the study of MAnd&kya, he is asked to apply 
himself to the study of the Ten Upanishads for Parokshajn&na or indirect cogni­
tion.

f  Upanishads numbers 11  to 32 (vide verses 24 and 25 supra» are  techni­
cally known as “ the Thirty-two” , Nos. i to 10  (vide verse 23) being likewise 
known as “ thc Ten”.

J. Upanishads numbers 33 lo 108 (vide verses 26 to 33 supra) are techni­
cally known as the “ Hundred and E ight”. >

By studying the Ten Upanishads one attains Kram amukti (S&lokya and the 
rest). By studying the Thirty-two Upanishads, one attains Jivanm ttki and by 
studying.the H undred and E ight, one attains Videhamukti,



A lthough this, body apparently exists, yet \yl\eu the effect of 
Pr&rabdha ceases, Videha K aivalya is attained. There is  uo doubt 
about it. (3 * 0

Because of the one thousand one hundred and eighty U p a n i. 
ghads, the H undred and E ig h t are more im portant than even the 
T en or the T h irty-tw o ; (39)

A nd  because, by bestow ing on men wisdom  and dispassion, 
they destroy the three kind s of Vasanas (m ental im pressions), th ey 
should be studied w ith their respective Mantis (peace chantings) at 
the b eginning and end of each of them. (4 0 )

T o  the tw ice-born men who are already initiated  into the 
Vedas, V id yas and Vows, and who study the H undred and E ig h t after 
having  received them direct from the m outh of the teacRer; (4 1 )

T o  such, the sp iritu a l knowledge, o f its own accord, shines fo rth 
lik e  the Sun and they, no doubt, become (v irtu a lly ) bodiless even 
though they are (apparently) possessed o f bodies. (4 2 )

T o  him , who so licits a boon, may be given country or w ealth to 
h is heart’s content, but to everyone cannot be taught this H u n d re d  
and E ig h t. ( 4 3 )

To, an athiest, an ungrateful one, one who is  bent upon e v il-  
doiugs, also to one who has no devotion for Me, and to him  w ho is  
led away by p itfa lls in  h is studies of S a stra s; (4 4 )

A nd to one who is  devoid of devotion to h is teacher, th is  
(H und red  and E ig h t) should never be taught. But, O, Son o f M a ru t! 
to the devoted d iscip le and to the d u tifu l son, (4 5 )

A nd  to one who is  M y devotee, one who is  endued w ith good 
qualities, who is  born of good parents and who has a good in te lle ct, 
m ust, after due exam ination, be taught the H undred and E ig h t 
(U panishads). (4 6 )

H e who studies or teaches and he who hears or recites (th e  
H undred and E ig h t), no doubt reaches Me when the body due to 
Pr&rabdha falls. (4 7 )

O, Son of P avana! what is  taught by Me to thee who art m y 
d iscip le, destroys a ll classes of sin s, by m erely hearing (it) once. (4 8 ) 

Those who study know ingly or unknow ingly th is secret science 
of One H undred and E ig h t U panishads prom ulgated by me a re  
liberated from  the bonds of Samsara. (4 9 )

T h e S p iritu al Science approached the Brahm ana and said to 
him  : “  G uard me, I  am thy treasure. Do not make me over to 
one who is envious or crooked-m inded, nor to a rogue. So guarded 
m y virtu e endures.” (5 0 )

T h e teacher should im part this science of devotion to the S e l f ,  
given out by V ish n u, to him  who is versed iu  the Vedas, who is  
dilig en t, and intelligent, and who keeps up the vow of Brahm a- 
charya, after d uly testing him . (5 1 )

Thus in  the glorious Upanishad of R A ’MA G l ’T A ’, the 
secret meaning of the Vedas, embodied in  the second



Pdda  of the TTpasana Katida of Tatvasarayana, reads 
the second chapter entitled :

THE CONSIDERATION OF THE ESSENCE OF SCRIPTURAL 
AUTHORITIES-

H IS  se lf is  not the little  personal self know n as M rs, A . of

The true S e lf; the H ig h e r S elf is  the h e ir of a ll the ages, and 
its awakening is  the sense of b lissfu l rest in  w hich the tired p il­
grim, after long w anderings, begins to get a glim pse of its true home* 

No more change, sorrow  or tro u b le ; no more disappointed 
hopes and broken friendships ; we have found peace, we have passed 
from the little  personal life, to awake into the H ig h e r consciousness.

The clim b may have been d ifficult and we on ly as yet have got 
a glimpse, but that glim pse is  very sweet and satisfying. O thers 
may have entered into fu lle r possession of their heritage and become 
Path-Finders, m aking of them selves a way for others. “ I  am the 
Way, the T ru th  and the L ife ,” said Jesus ; but the hum blest soul to 
whom this aw akening has come is as it were “ shut up in  m easure­
less content.” T h e seers of old saw this condition as a refuge from 
the heat and a covert from the storm ; as the shadow of a great 
rock on a weary land,

Jesus spoke of it  as a shutting of the door on the outside tu r­
bulence, for com m union w ith the Father in  secret— our own H ig h e r 
Self— and great are the rewards of this com m union ; power flows into 
our mortal weakness, the changelessness of a love d ivin e  consoles 
us for the in sta b ility  of earthly friendships.

It  says in  Kathopanishad : “ W hen once he know s h im self m id 
bodies bodiless, am id the in firm  firm , great and w idespread, the 
wise has no more grief. H e is not born nor dies, he ever un slain  
remains though the body be sla in . T h is  S e lf is  not attainable by 
explanation, nor by m ental grasp, nor can one whose m ind is  not at 
peace gain that S elf by knowledge m erely.”

In  fin d in g  our true and H ig h e r S e lf we find God— and in  fin d ­
ing H im , we find our true relationship to a ll that e xists. In  no other 
way is the highest altruism  possible.

I f  we fa il in  th is one sacred quest, our efforts, philanth rop ic, 
social and reform atory, m ust be m easurably abortive. H ere alone 
is the source of a ll true power. W hy ? Because we have touched 
the source o f a ll power, “ I  am in  the Father and the Father in  me ” : 
and when the d isciples, questioning, asked H im  to show them the 
Father, H e said : “  H ave I  been so long tim e w ith you and yet have 
ye not know n me ? ”

G. K r is h n a  S a s t r y *
[ To be continued.]

THE AWAKENING OF THE SELF.

Mr. B.



I t  w ill be no extra cosm ic God, adored w ith tem ples and gems 
and gold, that w ill be m an's highest conception of the d ivin e in  the 
com ing future, but the God of H um anity, and our sa crific ia l altar 
w ill be service.

E l iz a b e t h  H u g h e s .

A LIFE PORTRAIT.
A n  A rtist stood w ith folded arm s 
W h ile  on the floor h is palette lay 
Broken in  tw ain.
A gainst the w all h is picture leaned—
G rand w ork in  desp’rate travail born 
T o  teach it ’s lesson to a needy w o rld !
Sent forth in  a ll the glow of hope;
Sent,— and returned, because, forsooth,
There was no space to spare
F o r unknow n names upon the “ lin e !”
“ W hy liv e  ? s t ill less,— why starve ? he cried !
A nd drew a loaded pistol from it ’s case !
“ H o ld ! ” said a v o ic e ! “ W ho speaks ? ” he asked, 
Pausing in  act to fire.
“  I  am the genius that thy brush hath lim ned 
T h e elem ental outgrowth of thy work,
Strong, p uie, and deathless ! T u rn , B eh o ld ! ”
Sw ift to the P ainter’s glance there sprang 
T h e subject of h is toil, in stin ct w ith life.
H is  pictured figures sm iled and w ith raised hands 
Signed towards a vista o f far-reaching homes,
W here each one treasured on its private w alls
H is  m aster-piece !......... ........
A  crash ! The d u ll thud of a w eighty fa ll !
It  was the p istol flung w ithout ; w hile lo ! 
Hope-strengthened fingers had resum ed the brush, 
A ud patient hands toiled on !

H o p e  H  u n t i d y .



Gbeoeopbip in a il lan& s.

NEW ZEALAND.

The Fifth Annual Convention of the New Zealand Section was held 
in Auckland on December 30 and 31, and January 1,1901, all the Branches 
being represented, Mr. S. Stuart presided and in his opening ad­
dress called upon members to be earnest in their endeavours to make 
the work of the Society a success.

The General Secretary’s report showed that though but a slight 
increase in numbers had taken place during the year, much good work 
had been done by the Branches, both in study and in public work. The 
great need of the Section was to send lecturers into all parts of the coun­
try, in response to inquiries. There had been a good sale and distri­
bution of literature, and by this means the teachings were spreading. 
The New Zealand Theosophical M agazine had been a great success in 
this respect.

Dr. C. W. Sanders was re-elected General Secretary and Mr. F. 
Davidson, Assistant.

The business discussed dealt mainly with means and methods of 
propaganda. Funds will be raised to send local lecturers into new dis-> 
tricts ; and to obtain lecturers from other sections. The recent exten­
sion of the territorial limits of New Zealand extends the sphere of the 
Section’s influence, and steps will be taken to spread the teachings in 
the Pacific Islands. The necessity for greater social intercourse among 
members and sympathisers also claimed attention ; and various methods 
of study were discussed.

A public meeting in connection with the Convention was held and 
addresses were given by the following delegates : Miss Christie (Dune 
din) on “ The Theosophical Society ; ” Mrs. Richmond (Wellington) 
“ Karma and Reincarnation; ” D.W’.M. Burn, M. A. (Dunedin) “ Theo­
sophy and Science.” During the evening various musical selections 
were performed, and the meeting was a crowded and very successful 
one.

For the rest of the week, picnics and garden parties were the order 
of the day. The Convention is one of the most successful that has been 
held. Some of the delegates still remain in Auckland, and have been 
lecturing at the Sunday evening public meetings to crowded audiences.

The Christchurch Branch held its annual meeting recently and 
reports a successful year. The following are the officers for the ensuing 
year. President, J. Bigg Wither (re-elected) ; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. 
Pattrick, and J. P. Cooper; Secretary. J. R. Rodes (187 High St. Christ^ 
church (re-elected) ; Librarian, Miss Pattrick.

During the holidays Branch classes have been suspended ; public 
meetings, however, continue as usual.



‘R e n e w s .

ESSAI SUR I/EVOLUTION HUMAINE. 

R e s u r r e c t i o n  d e s  c o r p s —R e i n c a r n a t i o n s  d e  l ’am e .*

Instead of giving us a revised, second edition of his essay : “ Rein­
carnation, ses preuves morales, philosophiques et scientifiques,” 1895 
(Paris, Librairie de l’Art Independant), Doctor Pascal, the learned 
General Secretary of the French Section, presents us with a substantial 
book of 338 pages, which is well adapted to the needs of the French 
speaking members and enquirers and is sure to be welcomed by them all. 
In the foreword the author tells ns that he is going to treat the subject 
by dividing it in the following four chapters : First, “ The Soul and the 
Bodies,” second, “ Reincarnation and Ethics,” third, “ Reincarnation and 
Science,” fourth, “ Reincarnation and the Religious and Philosophical 
Agreement of the Centuries.” Doctor Pascal gives in the first chapter 
some verj- interesting information regarding the manifestations of the 
higher consciousness, gathered from a great many different sources.

The second chapter under its different divisions o f : “ Why then 
Suffering?” “ The problem of the Inequality of the Conditions;” 
“ Objection ; ” “ The law of Causality;” gives us an idea of the general 
evolution, which is completed by a short sketch of the law of Karma and 
its workings. • In the closing words of the chapter, Doctor Pascal de­
scribes this law so beautifully th u s: “ Karma, the Divine Will in action, 
is Love as well as Justice, Wisdom as well as Power, and no one must 
dread it. If it treat us harshly sometimes, if it lead us back unceasing­
ly upon the way when our folly leads us astray, it measures its force to 
our weakness, its delicate balance poises the load to the resistance of our 
shoulders, and when, in great anguish, in terrible crises, the human 
fiber is going to give way, it (Karma) suddenly lifts the weight, gives 
the soul a moment’s breathing-time and only replaces the burden when 
she has taken breath.”

Itt the first part of the third chapter the cyclic mark and the aim of 
evolution are more especially brought to our notice. The author de­
scribes the position which the Christian Churches take with regard to 
human evolution, in the following words: ‘‘These Churches deny 
evolution. They say : a single body, a single state of development for 
each being. For the inferior kingdoms nothingness before birth, 
nothingness after death, whatever may be the fate of the beings in the 
short life which is imposed on them ; for man,* a single body for which 
God creates a single soul, to which he gives a single incarnation upon a 
single planet—the earth.”

More than one-third of the book is taken up by the last chapter, in 
which the sacred writings of India, Egypt and Chaldea, the teachings of 
the Druids and the ancient Grfeeks, the Old and New Testaments^

* By D octor Th. Pascal. (Paris j Publications Theosophiques, 1 0 , rue Saint 
L azare; 19 0 1 . Price 3  Frs, 50 .)



Xeoplatonists, Christians of the primitive Church and modern philos­
ophers, are all called upon to bear witness to the reasonableness of the 
teachings of and the belief in rebirth.

This work can well be recommended to every one, even though there 
might be some minor points we would not fully endorse.

C. K.

THE TAITTIRIYA UPANISHAD WITH COMMENTARIES,* 
. . .  By A. M a h a 'd e v a  S a  s t r i ,  b .a .

This is the third instalment of Mr. Mahadeva U?&striar’s translation 
into English of tlie Taittiriya Upanishad with the Commentaries of 
S'ankara, Sures’vara and S&yana. Parts I. and II. of this translation were 
published in 1 8 9 9  and 1 9 0 0 , respectively, and were reviewed in this 
Journal on page 571 of Vol. XXI. There the learned reviewer has re­
marked that the “ translation is faultlessly accurate and very happy 
in expression.” This is true of Part III. also and we can confidently 
assert that whatever proceeds from the pen of our learned S ’astriar 
will be thoroughly reliable, as we know him to be a conscientious 
worker who never undertakes any literary work for mere pecuniary 
considerations.

In reviewing Parts I. and II., the reviewer has also said that “ the 
general get-up of the book is very neat and attractive and leaves nothing 
to be desired.” This might be true with regard to the get-up alone, but 
comparing these three parts with his former publications, one cannot 
desist from complaining about the printing and the general arrange­
ment therein followed. The author’s table of transliteration adopted 
solely for the purpose of suiting the printer’s convenience—we mean the 
use of italics for accented letters—is not everywhere followed. The 
author, no doubt, in the last para, of his preface attached to the second 
part of this series, refers to the arrangement he has followed ; but even 
that arrangement seems to be defective inasmuch as readers will not. 
easily be able to distinguish one commentary from another by the use 
of the letters S., S. etc., and by drawing their attention to Small Pica, 
Long Primer, etc. Every reader cannot be expected to be able to dis­
tinguish the paras, setup in Small Pica from those setup in Long Primer. 
The author would have done better if  he had given the names “ S’an- 
kaxa,” “ Sures’wara,” &c., at the beginning or end of each commentary. 
Part II. is divided into eleven lessons, whereas Part III. is dividedjinto 
fifteen chapters.

Now as to the contents -.—These fifteen chapters comprise the major 
portion of Book II. of this Upanishad, coming up to the second Mantra 
of the sixth Anuvaka of Anandavalli. This much is evidently covered 
by the sub-section “ A.” styled the “ Brahma Vidya expounded,” pub­
lished in this part. The first eleven chapters comprise the first Anuv&ka 
and a portion of the second. Chapter XII. embraces the remaining 
portion o f the second Anuv&ka and a portion of the third. Ch. XIII., 
the remaining portion of Anuv&ka III. and a portion of Anuvaka IV. Ch. 
XIV.t the remaining portion of Anuv&ka IV. and a portion of Anuv&ka V.,

•  To be had of the author. Pri e. Part I., Annas 8 ; P art II., Re. i-8-o ; P art 
HI„ Rs. 2 .



a n d  C h . X V . em b race s  th e  r e m a in in g  p o rtio n  o f  A n u v a k a  V. a n d  a  por­
tio n  o f  A n u v a k a  V I.

T h e  su b -sec tio n  “ B ”  o f  Book I I .  a n d  th e  re m a in in g  p o r tio n  o f  th is  
U p a n ish a d  w ill m o s t p ro b a b ly  a p p e a r  in  P a r t  IV . to  b e  p u b lish e d  here­
a f te r .

T h e  b o o k  is  n o t a l to g e th e r  free  from  m isp rin ts , b u t  th e  p r ic e  of 
e ach  p a r t  is  fixed  a t  a  v e ry  re a so n a b le  ra te  a n d  c o n s id e r in g  th e  tro u b le  
t h a t  o n e  h a s  to  u n d e rg o  in  su c h  an  u n d e r ta k in g , w e a re  even  p repared  
to  s a y  th a t  th e  p rices  a re  fixed  a t  th e  lo w es t p o ss ib le  ra te .

G . K . S .

B R A H M A  S U ’T R A  (M A R A T H I).

T h e  firs t fo u r ap h o rism s  o f  th e  B rah m a  S u tr a s  o f  S ’r i  V ed a  V y asa  
to g e th e r  w ith  th e  co m m e n ta r ie s  th e re o n  o f  S ’r i S 'a n k a ra  a re  tr a n s la te d  
in to  M a ra th i a n d  p u b lish e d  in  book  form  b y  o u r  b ro th e r  R ao  B ah ad u r 
D ad o b a  S a k h a ra m , P re s id e n t o f th e  M alegaon  B ra n c h  T . S.

W e b e liev e  th a t  th i s  p u b lica tio n  is  th e  f irs t o f  its  k in d  a n d  w e g la d ly  
w elcom e it. W e u n d e rs ta n d  from  th e  p re face  t h a t  th e  sa le -p ro ceed s  of 
th i s  book w ill go  to  th e  C e n tra l H in d u  C o llege  F u n d . T h e  p rice  o f  th is  
book  w h ich  c o n ta in s  90 o c tav o  pages, is  o n ly  fo u r  a n n a s  a n d  i t  c a n  b e  had  
o f  th e  p u b lish e r . W e reco m m en d  th e  w o rk  to  a ll th o se  w ho  c a n  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  M ara th i a n d  to  a ll th o s e  w ho w ish  to  c o n tr ib u te  th e i r  m ite  to  th e  
C e n tra l H in d u  C o llege  F u n d .

G . K . S .

S & d h an a-S an g rah a , a  S a n s k r it-H in d i w o rk  o f  216 p p ., d em y  
o c tavo , co m p iled  b y  a  B h u m ih a r  B ra h m a n  (a m em b er o f  th e  T . S .) an d  
p u b lish e d  b y  B. G ov in d  S a h a y a , M u k h ta r , (a m e m b e r o f  th e  B ran ch  T . 
S ., M u zaffa rpu r) is  a  ver}r u se fu l p u b lic a tio n .

I t  is  d iv id ed  in to  th r e e  p a r ts  a n d  c o n ta in s  an  in tro d u c tio n  a n d  an  
ap p en d ix . T h e  firs t p a r t  t r e a ts  o f  K arm a  a n d  D h a rm a . T h e  second  
d e a ls  w ith  K arm a-Y o g a , A bhy& sa-Y oga, Jn a n a -Y o g a  a n d  B h ak ti-Y o g a . 
T h e  th i rd  is  d evo ted  to  an  a r t ic le  on  “  T h e  G u ru  an d  th e  C he la , ”  an d  
a n o th e r  on  “  R aj a v id y a -D ik sh a .”

T h e  a u th o r  h a s , in  h is  co m p ila tio n , c lo se ly  fo llow ed  th e  te a c h in g s  
o f  M rs. B e sa n t a n d  P a n d it  Bhav&ni S a n k a ra . T h e  ap p e n d ix  c o n ta in s  
th e  n ec e ssa ry  in fo rm a tio n  re g a rd in g  ' t h e  T h e o so p h ica l S o c ie ty  a n d  th e  
C e n tra l H in d u  C o llege , B en ares .

T h is  co m p ila tio n  se ts  a  good  ex am p le  to  o th e r  In d ia n  m em b ers  o f  
th e  T . S. S u ch  v e rn a c u la r  p u b lic a tio n s  a lo n e  can  c a r ry  T h eo so p h y  u n ­
ta in te d  to  th e  m asses. B esides, th e y  w ill en ab le  th e  le ss  ad v an ced  to  
b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  s p ir it  o f  th e  te a c h in g s  o f  T h eo so p h y . W e ho p e  
th a t  th o se  o f  o u r  b ro th e rs  w ho  a re  c ap ab le  o f  b r in g in g  o u t  s im ila r  
p u b lic a tio n s  in  th e  d iffe ren t v e rn a c u la rs  w ill p ro fit b y  th e  ex am p le .

T h e  p rice  o f  S & d h an a-S an g rah a  is one  ru p e e  p e r  copy  a n d  th e  bo o k  
can  be  h a d  o f  R a g h u n a n d a n  P ra sa d  S in h a  S a rm a , F . T . S ., Secy ., 
M uzaffa rp u r T . S ., P . O ., S ilo u t, D is tr ic t M uzaffa rpu r.

G . K . S.



M A G A Z IN E S .

The Theosophical Review, fo r F e b ru a ry , op en s w ith  M rs. H o o p e r’s  h is  
torical essay , “  T h e  C 61e D6 o r  C u ld e e s ,”  a n o th e r  o f  h e r  s tu d ie s  in  t h e  
“ O rig ins o f  th e  e a r ly  B ritish  C h u rc h .”  “ A d ia lo g u e ,”  b y  S .E .C ., 
promises to  open  u p  som e r ic h  v e in s  in  re lig io u s  p h ilo so p h y . I t  is  to  b e  
continued. M rs. Ju d so n , in  h e r  f irs t in s ta lm e n t o f  “  T h e o so p h ica l T e a c h ­
ings in  th e  w rit in g s  o f  J o h n  R u s k in ,”  q u o te s  som e v e ry  p i th y  e x tr a c ts  
from th e  g r e a t  a u th o r , o n e  o f  w h ich  is  t h i s : “  I k n o w  few  C h r is t ia n s  
so co n v in ced  o f  th e  sp le n d o u r o f  th e  ro o m s in  th e i r  F a th e r 's  h o u se  a s  
to be h a p p ie r  w h en  th e i r  f r ie n d s  a re  ca lle d  to  th o s e  m a n s io n s  th a n  th e y  
wonld h a v e  b een  i f  th e  Q ueen  h a d  s e n t  fo r th e m  to  liv e  a t  c o u r t ; n o r  
has th e  C h u rc h ’s  m o s t a rd e n t “  d e s ire  to  d e p a r t a n d  b e  w ith  C h r is t ,”  
ever c u re d  i t  o f  th e  s in g u la r  h a b it  o f  p u t t in g  on  m o u rn in g  fo r e v e ry  
person su m m o n e d  to  su c h  d e p a r tu re .”  In  “  T h e  G ospel o f  B u d d h a  
accord ing  to  A sh v a g h o sh a ,”  M r. M ead  rev iew s a  re c e n t E n g lis h  t r a n s la ­
tion o f  a  C h in e se  v e rs io n  (from  th e  o r ig in a l S a n s k r it)  o f  “  A shvagho-* 
sha’s  D isc o u rse  on  th e  A w a k e n in g  o f  F a i th  in  th e  M ah&y&na.”  T h e  
tran sla to r, M r. T e ita ro  S u z u k i, d eem s th is  w o rk  h ig h ly  im p o rta n t, a n d  
says i t  is  th e  “  f irs t a t te m p t a t  sy s te m a tis in g  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l th o u g h ts  
of th e  M ah&y&na B u d d h ism .”  M r. M ead sa y s  o f  th e  t r a n s la t io n : “ I t  is  
c e rta in ly  th e  m o s t in te re s t in g  w o rk  o f  th i s  n a tu r e  w h ich  w e h a v e  re a d  ; 
and th o u g h  i t  is  se c ta r ia n  i t  is  n e v e r th e le s s  h ig h ly  in s tru c t iv e .”  
A no ther in s ta lm e n t  o f  M rs. B e sa n t’s  “  T h o u g h t-P o w e r, i t s  C o n tro l a n d  
C u ltu re ,”  is  g iv e n  in  th is  is su e . O th e r  a r t ic le s  a re , “  T h e  M idew iw in  
or S a c re d  M ed ic in e  S o c ie ty  o f t h e  O jib w a s ,”  b y  H . H . P . ; “  T h e  S a in t  
and th e  O u tla w ,” b y  M ichae l W ood—a  w ell w r it te n  s to ry  c o n v e y in g  a  
very im p o r ta n t  le s so n  ; “  A m o n g  th e  M y stic s  o f  Isl& m ,”  b y  M iss H a rd -  
c a s t le ; “  A  C h ris t-D re a m  a n d  o th e r  D re a m -F ra g m e n ts ’* (w h ich  is  Semi- 
p rophetic) b y  G . R . S . M . ; a n d  “  N il o f  S o r ,”  b y  a  R u ss ia n .

The Theosophie Gleaner, fo r J a n u a ry , op en s w ith  M r. S u tc liffe ’s  in ­
te re s tin g  le c tu re  on  “  S u n -sp o t P e rio d ic ity  th i s  is  fo llow ed b y  a n o th e r  
lec tu re  b y  G a ja n a n  B h a sk a r  V a id y a , B.A., e n ti t le d  “  T w en ty -fiv e  y e a rs  
of T h e o so p h y ” —b o th  le c tu re s  h a v in g  been  d e liv e red  b e fo re  th e  B o m b ay  
B ranch  T .S . S ev era l in s tru c t iv e  se lec tions,, w ith  “  N o te s  a n d  N ew s,’* 
com plete  th e  n u m b e r .

I n  The Central Hindu College Magazine, fo r F e b ru a ry , w e find  so m e  
rem ark s o n  th e  “  P u r d n a s a  b r ie f  e x p la n a tio n  b y  B. K e ig h tle y , o f  “ T h e  
M onito ria l S y s te m ” a s  p rac tise d  in  th e  E n g lish  s c h o o ls ; a  h ig h ly  u se fu l 
paper o n  B ra h m a c h a ry a , b y  M rs. B e s a n t ; th e  second  in s ta lm e n t o f  M rs. 
U o y d ’s  v e ry  in te re s t in g  s to ry , “  T h a t L it t le  Owl, B u rn es  “  S c ien ce  
J o ttin g s ,”  a n d  v a rio u s  m a tte r s  o f  in te re s t  re la tin g  to  th e  C o llege.

Theosophy in Australasia, fo r J a n u a ry , o pens w ith  a  rev iew  o f  “  T h e  
S itu a tio n ”  o f  th e  T .S ., b y  th e  G en e ra l S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  S ec tio n , D r. A . 
M asques. D r. G. E . B a iley  c o n tr ib u te s  an  in te re s t in g  a n d  u n iq u e  a r t ic le  
on “ T h e  J o y s  a n d  S o rro w s  o f  th e  A to m .”  “ C h an ce  o r A c c id e n t,”  is  n e x t 
d iscussed , fo llow ing  w h ich  is  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  p ro ceed in g s  o f t h e  S ix th  
A nnual C o n v en tio n  o f  th e  A u s tra la s ia n  S ec tio n , T .S ., a n d  an  im portant 
paper on  “  T h e  R e la tio n  o f  F o rg iv e n e ss  o f  S in  to  K arm ic  R e tr ib u tio n ,”  
w hich is  q u i te  su g g es tiv e .

Revue Theosophique.—T h e  J a n u a ry  is su e  o f  th e  m a g a z in e  e d ite d  b y  
onr F re n c h  b ro th e rs  is  a  v e ry  in te re s t in g  n u m b e r . A m o n g  th e  contents 
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w e n o te  an  a r t ic le  b y  M rs. B esan t d e a lin g  w ith  th e  tru e  b a s is  o f  B ro ther­
h ood . T h e n  fo llow  “ C la irv o y a n c e ,”  b v  C . W . L e a d b e a te r  (tran s.) ; 
‘ ■ E x trac ts  from  ‘ T h e  D o c trin e  o f  th e  H e a r t  ”  “ T h e  T h eosophy  of 
T o ls to i .”  O th e r  ite m s  o f  in te re s t , to g e th e r  w ith  a  f u r th e r  in s ta lm en t 
Qf th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  th e  “ S e c re t D o c tr in e ,” co m p le te  th e  n u m b e r .

Theosophia, A m ste rd am . T h e  J a n u a r y  n u m b e r  opens w ith  a  tra n s la ­
tio n  o f  ;< T h e  c la im s o f  O c c u ltism ,” b y  H . P . B., p u b lish e d  iu  th e  Theo­
sophist fox S ep tem b er, 1S81. I t  is  fo llow ed b y  “  a  N o te  .on E lip h a s  L£vi,’* 
a ls o  b y  H . P . B., a n d  p rin te d  in  th e  Theosophist fo r O ctober, 1881. Then 
fo llow  p o rtio n s  o f  “  E so te r ic  B u d d h ism  ; ”  “ T ao  T e K in g ”  ; a  lecture  
g iv en  b y  M r. L e a d b e a te r  a t  th e  A m ste rd am  L o d g e  e n ti t le d  “ On th e  
U se  a n d  D ev e lo p m en t o f  th e  A s tra l B o d y ; ”  “ S iva, V ish n u  a n d  BrahmA, 
th e  H in d u  T r in i ty ,”  b y  J .  W . B o issevain  ; “  G em s from  th e  E a s t ”  and 
n o te s  on  th e  th e o so p h ic a l m o v em en t.

Teosofia, R om e. T h e  D ecem b er is su e  c o n ta in s  “  T h e  T heosoph ica l 
S o c ie ty  a n d  T h e o so p h y ,” b y  th e  P re s id e n t-F o u n d e r  ; a  c o n tin u a tio n  o f the  
e ssa y  b y  S ig n o ra  C a lv a r i ; “  C la irv o y a n c e ,”  b y  C. W . L e a d b e a te r  ; “ Re­
in c a rn a tio n ,”  b y  D r. P asca l, a n d th e  sm a lle r  ite m s  o f  in te re s t . T h e  J a n u ­
a ry  n u m b e r  o pens w ith  a  fu r th e r  p o rtio n  o f  th e  e ssay  o f  S ig n o ra  C al­
v a ri , a n d  th e re  fo l lo w : “  C lairv o y a n c e ;” “ R e in c a rn a tio n  ;”  “ a  le tte r  
from  B en a re s ,”  b y  M rs. L lo y d  ; b ook  n o tices , a n d  n o te s  on th e  th eo so ­
p h ica l m o v em en t.

Teosofisk Tidskrift.—T h e  d o u b le  n u m b e r o f  th e  o rg an  o f  th e  S w ed ish  
S ec tio n  o f  th e  T . S ., fo r  O c to b er a n d  N ovem ber, opens w ith  a n  e ss a y  on 
“  T h e  T w en ty -fif th  A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty ,”  b y  A . K., 
fo llow ed b y  : “  T h e  N a tu re  o f  T h eo so p h ica l P ro o fs ,”  b y  A n n ie  B esan t. 
W e  w ish  w e co u ld  g iv e  a  co m p le te  ta b le  o f  c o n te n ts , b u t  o u r  k n ow ledge  
o f  S w ed ish  is  m u ch  to o  lim ite d  fo r u s  to  do  so. W e no tice , how ever, 
t h a t  th e  R u le s  o f  th e  S w ed ish  S ec tio n  T . S . a re  p r in te d  in  th i s  n u m b er.

Philadelphia. B uenos A ires . T h e  d o u b le  n u m b er, fo r O c to b e r  and 
N ovem ber, 1900, c o n ta in s  a  lo n g  l i s t  o f  in te re s t in g  su b je c ts , a n d  am ong  
th e  n am es o f  c o n tr ib u to rs  w e n o tic e  th o s e  o f  sev e ra l w e ll-k n o w n  w rite rs  
on  T h eo so p h y , to g e th e r  w ith  sev e ra l n o t so fa m ilia r  to  th e  E ng lish - 
s p e a k in g  m em bers.

Sophia, M adrid . W ith  th e  o p e n in g  o f  its  n in th  y ea r, o u r  o ld  friend  
Sophia com es o u t in  a  n ew  d ress , th e  co lo r o f  th e  co v er b e in g  ch an g ed  
a n d  its  s ize  re d u ced  to  th a t  o f  th e  o rd in a ry  m ag az in e . T h e  e d ito ria l 
u p o n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  i ts  new  y e a r  o f  life, w ith  w h ich  th e  is su e  opens, 
is  fo llow ed  b y  th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  M rs. B e sa n t’s d isco u rse  a t  th e  T en th  
A n n u a l C o n v en tio n  o f  th e  E u ro p ean  S ec tio n  a n d  b y  o th e r  in te re s t in g  
e ssay s .

The Indian Review.—W ith  th e  c u r r e n t  issue , F e b ru a ry , th e  p u b lic a ­
tio n  o f  a  se r ie s  o f  a r t ic le s  to u c h in g  u p o n  th e  s ta te  a n d  p ro g re ss  in 
e d u c a tio n a l a n d  p o litic a l c o n d itio n s  d u r in g  th e  re ig n  o f  th e  la te  Q ueen- 
E m p ress  V ic to ria , is  b eg u n . T h e  e ssay s  w ill be b y  w ell-know n 
p e rso n s, E u ro p e a n s  a n d  H in d u s  an d  w ill be w ell w o rth  re a d in g .

A ck n o w led g ed  w ith  th a n k s  : The Vahan, The Prasnottara, The 
Theosophic Messenger, The Golden Chain, Light, The Metaphysical 
Magazine, (w h ich  re v e r ts  to  its  fo rm er a n d  m o re  d e s ira b le  ti tle , d ro p p in g  
t h a t  o f  The Ideal Review), Review of Reviews% Mind, Banner of Light, 
The New Century, Phrenological Journal, The Arena, Health, Harbin­
ger oj Light, The For urn, The Light of the East, The Light of Truth,



The BrahmavddiHy Thc Brahmacharin, Dawn, Journal of the Mahd- 
Rodhi Socicty, Indian Journal of Education, Notes and Queries, a lso  t\:t 
C atalogue o f  th e  T h eo so p h ica l L e n d in g  L ib ra ry , 28, A lb em arle  S t . ,  
London, W . ; a n d  th e  R ep o rt o f  th e  M ad u ra  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  fo r 
the y e a r  1900, w h ich  g iv e s  c e r ta in  p a r t ic u la rs  c o n c e rn in g  th e  e re c tio n  
of tlie ir  n ew  h a ll fo r B ranch  m ee tin g s .

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.

“ Thoughts, like the pollen of flowers, leave one brain and fasten to another.”

In a book called “ Things Japanese,” by Mr.
A Silent Basel Hall Chamberlain, Professor of Japanese in the
Concert. Imperial University of Tokyo, there is an article on

Music in which comes the following account of mys­
terious Silen t Music, said to be performed at some Shinto festivals:

“ T h e  p e rfec tio n  o f  J a p a n e s e  c la s s ic a l m u s ic  m ay  b e  h e a rd  a t  T o k y o  
from th e  B and  o f  C o u rt m u s ic ian s  a tta c h e d  to  th e  B u reau  o f  R ite s .  
H aving s a id  th a t  i t  m a y  be h e a rd , w e h a s te n  to  a d d  th a t  i t  c a n n o t be  
heard o f te n  b y  o rd in a ry  m o rta ls . T h e  e a s ie s t w ay  to  g e t  a  h e a r in g  o f  
it is to  a t te n d  one  o f  th e  c o n c e rts  g iv en  b y  th e  M usical S o c ie ty  o f  J a p a n  
(an a sso c ia tio n  fo u n d ed  in  1886 fo r th e  c u lt iv a tio n  a lik e  o f J a p a n e se  a n d  
E uropean  m u sic ) a t  w h ich  th e  C o u rt M u sic ian s  o cca s io n a lly  p e rfo rm . 
A m ore c u r io u s  ce rem o n v  s til l is th e  p e rfo rm an ce  b y  th e s e  sam e  m u s i­
cians, a t  c e r ta in  S h in to  fe s tiv a ls , o f  a silent co n ce rt. B oth  s tr in g e d  a n d  
wind in s tru m e n ts  a re  u sed  in  th is  co n ce rt. B u t i t  is  h e ld  th a t  th e  s a n c ­
tity  o f  th e  o ccasion  w o u ld  be  p ro fan ed , w ere  a n y  so u n d  to  fa ll on u n ­
w orthy e a rs . T h e re fo re , th o u g h  a ll th e  m o tio n s  o f  j la y in g  a re  g o n e  
th rough , no  s t ra in s  a re  a c tu a lly  e m itte d  ! T h is  is  b u t  one  am o n g  m a n y  
instances o f  th e  s tra n g e  v a g a rie s  o f  th e  Ja p a n e se  m u s ica l a r t , a n d  o f  th e  
extrem e e so te ric  sec recy  in  w h ich  th e  fam ilies h e re d i ta r i ly  e n tru s te d  
with th e  h a n d in g  dow n o f  t h a t  a r t ,  en sh ro u d  th e i r  k n o w le d g e .”

I11 a foot-note to the above, there is this further explanation : 
“The existence of these silent concerts was set in doubt by a 
critic of the first edition of this work. Never having heard, or rather 
seen, any ourselves, we describe them on the authority of Mr. 
Tsawa, who, in a private communication 011 the subject, reminds us 
that such esoteric mysteries would not willingly be alluded to by 
their old-fasliioned possessors, least of all in reply to the scientific 
enquiries of a foreigner, and that the very explanations given— 
supposing any to be given—would probably be couched in ambiguous 
language.1'

Mr. Tsawa is described as “ the greatest Japanese authority on 
music.”

Dr. L. J. vau Marter, of Toledo, Ohio, U. S. A., 
The Myste- claims to have made very important discoveries in 
ry o f thc regard to the condition of the Moon’s surface, and 

Moon. writes the following to the Editor of the Inter
Ocean :

M y o ffe rin g  to  th e  tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  is  th e  d isco v e ry  o f  g la c ie rs  on  
the m oon ; th e  d isco v e ry  o f  th e  m e th o d  o f  te l l in g  b y  an  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  
light-reflex* w h a t  su b s ta n c e  th a t  l ig h t  is  re flec ted  o n ; th e  d isco v ery  
that th e  m oon  is  co v ered  w ith  snow  a n d  ice  ; th e  d isco v e ry  th a t  w hen  a  
p lanet is in  i t s  g la c ia l epoch  th e  lo w est a reas , w h ich  becom e ocean  
bottom a f te r  th e  ice  m e lts , a re  th e  p laces w h ere  v e g e ta b le  a n d  an im a l 
life first a p p e a r ; th e  d iscovery  th a t  a ir  free  from  m o is tu re  does n o t r e ­
fract lig h t, a n d  th a t  v ap o r is th e  cau se  o f  l ig h t’s  r e f r a c t in g ; th e  d iscov-



-ery  th a t  w h a t h av e  b een  ca lled  e x tin c t  vo lcanoes on th e  m oon a re  ice 
m o u n d s  a n d  ice cu p s  ; th e  d isco v e ry  o f how  th e y  w ere  fo rm ed  ; th e  dis­
c o v e ry  o f  w h y  no  c lo u d s  o f  ra in  o r  snow  o b scu re  th e  face  o f  th e  moon, 
m o u n ta in s , e tc .

S c ie n tis ts  c la im  th a t  a  b o d y  on th e  m oon  w ou ld  w e ig h  o n ly  one- 
s ix th  a s  m u ch  as i t  w o u ld  on  th e  e a r th . 1 h av e  d isco v ered  ev idence  to 
r e b u t  th a t  s ta te m e n t, b u t  w ill n o t e n te r  in to  th a t  q u e s tio n  in  th is  article.

R efiec toscopy  (I co in  th e  w ord  a n d  d isco v e r th e  sc ien ce ) is the 
sc ien ce  o f  d e te rm in in g  w h a t th e  su b s ta n c e  is  th a t  is  b e in g  re flec ted  on, 
b y  an  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  q u a li ty  a n d  c h a ra c te r  o f  th e  lig h t- re flex . T h is is 
a n  e n tire ly  d iffe ren t th in g  from  sp e c tru m  an a ly s is , w h ich  de te rm ines 
w h a t e le m e n ts  a re  b e in g  b u rn e d  in  th e  flam e b v  th e  lin e s  in  th e  spec­
tru m . I h av e  p ra c tic a l id ea s  fo r th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f a  reflexoscope.

A n a n a ly s is  o f  th e  m o o n ’s  lig h t- re fle x  p roves th a t  th e  m oon is  cover­
ed  w ith  sn o w  a n d  ice. A s an  o c u lt is t  d iag n o se s  a tro p h y  o f  th e  optic 
n e rv e  b y  th e  q u a li ty  o f  its  lig h t- re flex  a lone , so  I d iag n o se  sn o w  as the 
c a u se  o f  th e  lig h t- re fle x  from  th e  m oon , a n d  con firm  m y  d ia g n o s is  by 
a c c o u n tin g  for a ll p h en o m en a , to p o g ra p h y , ab sen ce  o f  c lo u d s , pure 
w h ite n e s s  o f  h ig h la n d s , po les, an d  m o u n ta in s , d a rk e n e d  w h ite n e s s  of 
lo w lan d s , ab sen ce  o f  lak e s , oceans, a n d  riv e rs , a n d  ex p la in  th e  presence 
.of th e  c ra te r - l ik e  fo rm atio n s , th e  d a rk e n e d  a reas , th e  a b so lu te  clearness 
o f  th e  m oon’s  a tm o sp h e re , a n d  th e  fac t th a t  n o n e  o f  th e  so -ca lled  vol­
can o es  a re  a c tiv e .

T h e  a b so lu te  c le a rn e ss  o f  th e  m o o n ’s  a tm o sp h ere , la c k  o f  c lo u d s  of 
ra in  o r snow , is  b ecau se  w a te ry  v ap o r is  c h illed  an d  c o n d e n se s  befo re  it 
c a n  g e t  aw ay  from  th e  v a lley s. T h is  a lso  ex p la in s  th e  c ra te r - l ik e  for­
m a tio n s , w h ich  a re  ice -cu p s a n d  ice -m o u n d s. In  th e  low  a n d  sheltered  
v a lle y s  i t  is  w a rm er th a n  on th e  s u r ro u n d in g  h ig h la n d s  ; v a p o r  rises, 
b u t  b ecau se  o f  th e  in te n se  cold c a n n o t r ise  a n d  floa t aw ay  fa r, b u t is 
so o n  c o n d en sed . T h is  p ro cess  re p e a te d  o v e r a n d  o v er r e s u lts  in  the 
c ir c u la r  m o u n d s .

T h e  m oon b e in g  a lm o s t e n tire ly  co v ered  w ith  snow  a n d  ice , th e  sun 
c a n n o t v ap o rize  su ffic ien t w a te r  fo r th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  c lo u d s , a n d  this 
e x p la in s  th e  ab sen ce  o f  c lo u d s  on th e  m oon . T h e  lig h t- re fle x  from  the 
m o o n ’s  m o u n ta in s , p o les  a n d  h ig h la n d s  is p u re  w h ite , n o n -lum inous, 
g loom y , sep u lch ra l, n o n -g lis te n in g , lu s te r le ss , d ead , co ld . T h is  describes 
th e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  m o o n ’s l ig h t  a s  seen  th ro u g h  th e  te lescope .

F ro m  th e  m o o n ’s e q u a to r ia l lo w lan d s  th e re  is th e  sam e q u a li ty  of 
l ig h t ,  o n ly  so m ew h a t d a rk e n e d . T h is  is  ev id en ce  o f  s t ru g g lin g  vegeta­
t io n . L av a , ig n e o u s  ro ck , m e teo ric  m e ta l, b a rre n  m o u n ta in s  o r  volcanoes 
d o  n o t g iv e  a  p n re  w h ite  reflex . S n o w clad  m o u n ta in s  do , a n d  so  do  the 
ice  m o u n d s  on  th e  m oon .

S a ilo rs  in  th e  tro p ic s  s le e p in g  on d eck  in  th e  m o o n lig h t g e t  a  d isease 
o f  th e  ey es th a t  in  a ll re sp ec ts  is th e  sam e as  sn o w b lin d n ess . T h u s  does 
a ll  ev id en ce  a n d  lo g ica l a n a ly s is  h a rm o n ise  w ith  m y  d e d u c tio n s . The 
d a rk e n e d  a rea s  a re  lo ca ted  e q u a to r ia lly , a n d  a re  low lands . T h e  h ig h ­
la n d s , m o u n ta in s , a n d  po les a re  p u re  w h ite . T h e  su b s ta n c e  th a t 
p ro d u c e s  th i s  p u re  w h ite  re flex  co u ld  n o t b e  in  th e  fo rm  o f  s a n d  o r  dust, 
Decause i t  is  n o t in  th e  low lands . W h a t p u re  w h ite  su b s ta n c e  w ould 
g iv e  a  d a rk  d u s t  ? T h e  rea l m o u n ta in s  on th e  m oon, w ith  sh a p e s  exac tly  
l ik e  m o u n ta in s , g iv e  a  p u re  w h ite  reflex .

T h e  d a rk e n e d  a re a s  a re  su r ro u n d e d  b y  im p o sin g  g la c ie rs  from  all 
s id e s , w h ich  a re  p u re  w h ite  dow n to  th e  v e ry  ice  cliffs, w h e re  th e y  end. 
T h e  a b su rd itie s  o f  th e  vo lcan ic  th e o ry  a re  t h a t  th e re  is  n o  know n 
su b s ta n c e  v o lcan ic  in  o r ig in  t h a t  w ill p ro d u ce  a  p u re  w h ite  r e f le x ; it  
a ssu m es  ab sen ce  o f  w a te r, a n d  w ith o u t w a te r  o r c ry s ta ll is a tio n  th e  rock 
w o u ld  c ru m b le  to  d u s t, a n d  th e  m o o n ’s  sh a rp  c le a n -c u t o u tl in e s  w ould 
h a v e  b een  ro u n d e d  b y  t im e ’s  c o rro d in g  a c tio n . T h e re  is  n o  know n 
m e ta l g iv in g  a  p u re  w h ite  reflex .

T h e  fa c t t h a t  la rg e  b o d ies  coo l slow ly , d o u b ly  so  in  th e  ab sen ce  of 
w a te r  a s  a  co o lin g  a g e n t, a n d  th e  fa c t t h a t  n o n e  o f  th e  m o o n 's  so-called 
v o lcan o es a re  ac tiv e , p ro v es th a t  th e y  a re  c o o l ; c o u n tle s s  a g e s  have 
e lap sed  s in c e  th e i r  fo rm atio n . Y e t th e i r  la rg e  size , from  tw e n ty  to  fifty 
m ile s  ac ro ss  th e  c ra te r , w ould  in d ic a te  in s ta n t  c h il lin g , b ecau se  if  
g ra d u a l co o lin g  o ccu rred  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  in te rm it te n t  ren ew a l o f  volcanic



a c tio n , a n d  th e  la rg e  c ra te rs  w ou ld  be o b li te ra te d  b y  su p e rim p o sed  
co n ica l p eak s .

T h e  ice  cu p s  a n d  ice m o u n d s  on th e  m oon  c o u ld  n o t be  vo lcanoes, 
b e cau se  th e  c ra te r  is  to o  b ig —th e  c ra te r  is . a lso  to o  low —b e c a u se  o f  
th e i r  s h a p e  a n d  b ecau se  o f  th e i r  co lo r.

R e a l vo lchnoes a re  co n ica l p eak s  w ith  sm a ll c u p s  a t  th e  apex . T he  
ice  c u p s  a re  n o t co n ica l. T h ey  a re  c ir c u la r  a n d  m o u n d -sh a p e d .

T n e  m oon is  in  i t s  g la c ia l epoch . T h e  g la c ia l epoch  on th e  e a r th , 
g e o lo g y  s ta te s , w as w h en  m an  first ap p ea red . T h e  s to n e  ag e  o f  m an  
c a m e  w ith  th e  m a m o th , c av e -b ea r , rh in o ce ro s , e lk , e tc .

The Doctor’s contribution opens up a novel and decidedly 
interesting theory concerning the condition of the moon—one that 
must attract the attention of scientists. Of one thing we can rest 
assured, it will receive its due share of criticism.

••  *
The Indian M inor has the following in regard to 

Technical the manner in which the Hindus are meeting the 
tra ining fo r  problem of perpetuating the Queen’s memory :

Indian youth. T h e  H in d u s  o f  L ah o re  in  m e e tin g  a ssem b led  h av e  
re so lved  to  ra ise  th e  su m  o f  one  lac  a n d  a  h a l f  o f  ru p ees  

f o r  fo u n d in g  sc h o la rsh ip s  to  en ab le  H in d u  y o u th s  to  rece iv e  in s tru c t io n  
in  in d u s t r ia l  an d  te c h n ic a l tr a in in g  in  In d ia  o r ab ro ad , b y  w ay  o f  p e r­
p e tu a t in g  th e  la te  Q u een ’s m em o ry . F iv e  p e r c e n t, o f  th e  co lle c tio n s  
w o u ld  g o  to  th e  N a tio n a l M em oria l in  C a lc u tta . T h e  sch em e  is  an  
e x c e l le n t  one , a n d  i t  is  b o u n d  to  p rove  a  g lo r io u s  su ccess . A nd  w e a re  
g la d  t h a t  w h ils t d e c id in g  on  th e  a fo resa id  local m em o ria l, th e  H in d u s  o f  
L a h o re  d id  n o t fo rg e t th e  c la im s o f  th e  N a tio n a l M em oria l on th e i r  
c o n s id e ra t io n .

The subject of establishing a Technical Institute in India is 
being agitated in different places as one of the means of providing a 
fitting memorial to the memory of the late Queen. This is a move 
in the right direction.

•%
Dr. Frank Hamlin Blackmarr of Chicago has 

X -ray as a had excellent success iu treating a bad case of Cancer,
cure fo r  by applying X-rays to the patient, ten to fifteen
Cancer. minutes daily, for a term of five weeks. On the

fourth day the odour nearly ceased ; after that the 
ulcer healed rapidly until “ the surface became sound, clean and 
smooth.” Of course the patient is exceedingly happy, as he has 
reason to be. We have not room to publish the man’s affidavit 
which appeared in the Inter Ocean. Dr. Blackmarr does not claim 
to be the first physician to apply this method of treatment for the 
cuTe of Cancer, but this case was an exceptionally severe one, and 
will attract much attention.

#•  *
The following which we republish from Light 

“ A  Bright (London), contains truths eminently practical, which 
Outlook.” we commend to all readers :—

T h e  new  p sy ch o lo g y  reco g n ise s  th a t  m an  is  m ore  
th a n  a  th o u g h t-m a c h in e  w h ich  w o rk s  as  i t  m u s t. I t  in s is ts  u p o n  h is  
a b i l i ty  to  c o n tro l h is  th o u g h ts —to  re je c t  som e an d  se le c t o th e r s  ; to  
o r ig in a te  a n d  d ire c t  h is  th o u g h ts  ; to  c h a n g e  h is  v iew  p o in t, h is  m e n ta l 
a t t i tu d e  ; t o  c a ll u p o n  h is  h ig h e r  s e lf  a n d  em p lo y  h is  so u l-p o w ers  in  
th e  w o rk  o f  se lf-c u ltiv a tio n  a n d  se lf-ex p ress io n .

T h is  n ew  p o in t o f  v iew  en ab le s  th e  p e ss im is t to  d isco v e r th e  g ood  
w h ic h  c an  b e  evo lved  from  th e  e x is tin g  s ta te  o f  th in g s  ; to  find  th e  u se  
M id b e a u ty  in  e x p e rie n c e s  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ts  w h ich  p re v io u s ly  seem ed  
u se le ss  a n d  rep u ls iv e . I t  a w a k e n s  a fre sh  in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  w ea ry  a n d



h e a v y -la d e n e d  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  to  co n q u e r  s e lf  a n d  co m b a t c irc u m ­
s ta n c e s  a n d  m ak e  th e m  se rv e  th e  p u rp o se  a n d  su p p ly  th e  n eed  o f  th e  
g ro w in g  sou l. T h e  id ea  th a t  th e  m in d , w h en  ac tiv e  a n d  a t tu n e d , can  
re la te  i ts e lf  to , an d  d raw  u p o n , th e  In f in ite  Pow er, a n d  m ak e  i ts  ow n 
c o n d itio n s , is  one  th a t  is  f r a u g h t w ith  u n to ld  b le ss in g s . I t  w o rk s  in  th e  
s a d  a n d  d e sp o n d e n t su ch  a  c h a n g e  o f  fe e lin g  as  to  be  a  p o s itiv e  re v e la ­
tio n  o f s e l f  a n d  so u l an d  s t r e n g th  to  s tru g g lin g  a n d  d is p ir i te d  p ilg r im s  
on th e  W a y  o f  L ife . T h e  d ifference  b e tw een  th e  m e n ta l c o n d itio n s  
in d ic a te d  b y  ‘ I c a n ’t , ’ ‘ I fear I can  n ev e r su c c e e d ,’ an d  th e  b u o y a n t 
a ffirm ative  a tt i tu d e  p re se n te d  in  ‘ I can , an d  I w ill , ' is  one  w h ich  m a k e s  
a ll  th e  d iffe rence  b e tw een  fa ilu re  a n d  su ccess—betw een  h o p e  a n d  d e sp a ir  
—b etw een  h eav en  a n d  h e ll.

I f  i t  is  t r u e  th a t  we see  w h a t we look  fo r a n d  find w h a t w e s e e k — 
th a t  th e  m in d  is  its  ow n h eav en  o r h e ll—th e n  w h a te v e r  s t im u la te s  n s  to  
se lf-m aste r} ', se lf-p o ssessio n , se lf-re lian ce , w o rk s  fo r u s  a  re v o lu tio n . 
W h en  w e rea lise  t h a t  w e a re  n o t m e re ly  c re a tu re s  o f  c irc u m s ta n c e s  b u t  
c e n tre s  o f  s p i r i t  e n e rg y  ; th a t  w e sh o u ld  be ac tiv e , p o sitive , fo rce fu l, 
p u rp o se fu l, an d  co n fid en t (h a v in g  fa ith , a n d  fa i th fu l  to  o u r  co n v ic tio n s ) 
an d  th u s  becom e m a s te rs  o f  o u r  se lves a n d  o u r  c irc u m s ta n c e s—c o n ­
sc io u s  o f  h a p p y  a n d  v ig o ro u s  life, th r i l l in g  w ith  th e  jo y  o f  b e in g , o f  
d o in g , a n d  o f  beco m in g —th e n , a n d  n o t t i l l  th e n , c a n  we re a lis e  o u r  
d iv in e  p o ss ib ilitie s , o u r  a t-o n e -m e n t w ith  th e  S u p re m e  a n d  th e  g la d n e s s  
an d  g lo ry  o f  living. W e m u s t ed u ce  a n d  u se  o u r  sp ir i tu a l  g o v e rn in g  
pow ers. W e m u s t direct o u r  th o u g h ts  a n d  g ro w  co n sc io u s in  o u r  a w a k ­
en ed  so u l o f  th e  ‘ w ell o f  w a te r  (pow er) th a t  sp r in g e th  u p  (w ith in  u s) 
u n to  e v e rla s tin g  l i fe .’ O u r fa ith  in  G od m u s t e x te n d  to  an d  in c lu d e  fa i th  
in  o u rse lv e s—a n d  o f  n e c e ss ity  in  o th e rs . W e m u s t e n te r  in to  a n d  p re ­
se rv e  th e  s ta te  o f sp ir itu a l-m in d e d n e ss  w h ich  a lo n e  can  e n a b le  u s  to  
m x in ta in  th e  ca lm , se ren e , a n d  n a tu ra lly  g e n tle  y e t  a ffirm ative  a t t i tu d e  
w h e re in  w isdom  is  d isp lay ed , e n a b lin g  u s  to  w alk  in  h e r  p a th s  o f  p le a ­
s a n tn e s s  a n d  peace .

T a k in g  fo r h is  te x t  th e  p assag e  in  R om ans, ‘ F o r  to  be c a rn a lly  m in d e d  
is  d e a th  ; b u t  to  be sp ir itu a lly  m in d ed  is  life  a n d  peace,* th e  R e v . 
G eo. H . H e p w o rth , w rit in g  in  th e  New York Sunday Herald, r e c e n t ly  
s a i d :—

' T h e  m in d  o f  m an  is th e  se n tin e l on g u a rd  a t  h e a d -q u a r te rs , a n d  i ts  
b u s in e ss  is  to  allow  n o  th o u g h t  to  p ass  w h ich  can  p rove  in ju r io u s  to  b o d y  
o r so u l. I t  is  a s  m u ch  o u r  d u ty  to  see th a t  th i s  se n tin e l p re v e n ts  a n y  
ill- fe e lin g  from  e n te r in g  th e  h e a r t  a s  i t  is  fo r th e  p ic k e t on  n is  s ta t io n  to  
so u n d  th e  a la rm  on th e  ap p ro ach  o f  an  en em y . A n ev il th o u g h t  is  o f te n  
w orse th a n  th e  th r u s t  o f  a  b ay o n e t, a n d  sh o u ld  be  c h a lle n g e d  a s  so o n  a s  
i ts  foo tfa ll is  h e a rd . T h a t c h a llen g e  sh o u ld  be p e rem p to ry , a n d  a  h a l t  
ca lled  th e  m o m en t its  p resen ce  is fe lt. T h e re  is  n o t a  m an  in  th e  w o rld  
w ho  can  afford  to  com p ro m ise  w ith  a  b ad  h a b it , even  th o u g h  it p ro m ise s  
a  th o u s a n d  in n o c e n t p lea su re s , fo r i f  a llow ed  to  e n te r  th e  so u l i t  w ill  
w eak en  th e  w ill a n d  c o r ru p t th e  b e t te r  n a tu re . I t  is  n e c e ssa ry  to  k e e p  
a  c a re fu l w a tch  o v e r o n e ’s  se lf, a n d  to  be a lo y a l so ld ie r  w hen  e n v y  o r  
a v a ric e  o r u n p rin c ip le d  g reed  a tte m p ts  to  c a jo le  u s  in to  s u r re n d e r . F o r  
th a t  m a tte r , i t  is  m ore  im p e ra tiv e  to  re s e n t a n d  rep e l su c h  e n c ro a c h ­
m e n ts  th a n  i t  is  fo r th e  p ic k e t to  k e e p  e a rs  a n d  ey es  o pen  w h en  d a n g e r  
lu rk s  in  th e  d a rk n e s s .

‘ I t  is  a  m is ta k e  to  su p p o se  th a t  w e c a n n o t c o n tro l o u r  th o u g h ts .  
T h a t is  th e  a sse rtio n  o f  an  obso le te  p sy ch o lo g y . I t  is  one  o f  th e  o ld - 
fa sh io n ed  b e lie fs  w h ich  w e o u g h t to  h av e  lo n g  s in ce  o u tg ro w n . I t  h a s  
no  p lace  in  th e  new  p h ilo so p h y  o f  life, w h ich  m  th is  b e t te r  ag e  is  c o m in g  
c lo se r an d  c lo se r to  th e  life  o f  C h ris t. I t  is  n o t o n ly  poss ib le  to  c o n tro l 
o u r  th o u g h ts , b u t  i t  is  th e  p rim e  co n d itio n  o f  s p i r i tu a l  su ccess . Y o u r  
m in d —th a t  is  to  say , y o u r  o u t- lo o k —d ecid es tn e  h e a lth  o f  y o u r  b o d y  
a n d  th e  u se  j  ou  m ak e  o f  ex p erien ce , a n d  you , th e  im m o rta l m an , c a n  
issu e  in s tru c t io n s  to  y o u r  m in d  ju s t  a s  a  g e n e ra l is su es  an  o rd e r  to  h is  
s t a f f ; a n d  as  th e  s ta f f  c o n s id e rs  su ch  o rd e rs  final, so  th e  m in d  w ill o b ey  
w h en  you  g iv e  y o u r  co m m an d  w ith  im p e ra tiv e  em p h as is . Y ou y o u rs e lf  
a re  in d e p e n d e n t, y o u  y o u rs e lf  a re  com m ander-in*ch ie f, a n d  y o u r  
th o u g h ts  a re  y o u r se rv a n ts .



/  U n til y o u  rea lise  th a t  fac t y ou  a re  n o t even  on  th e  th re s h o ld  o f  t h e  
divine life. So lo n £  a s  y o u  b e lieve  y o u r  th o u g h ts  can  ru n  rio t, t h a t  y o u  
cannot re s tra in  th e i r  ex cesses a n d  a re  n o t re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e m , so  lo n g  
the sp ir itu a l v ic to ry  is je o p a rd is e d , ju s t  a s  th e  is su e  o f  a  b a tt le  is je o p a r ­
dised w hen  th e  g e n e ra l lo ses  c o n tro l o f  h is  tro o p s . B u t w h en  y ou  a re  
m aster an d  k n o w  how  to  en fo rce  d isc ip lin e , y o u r tro o p s  sw in g  in to  lin e , 
face th e  foe a n d  w in  th e  d ay .

‘ Y o u r p rim e  d u ty , th e re fo re , is to  be o p tim is tic  ; to  feci t h a t  h e a v e n  
is on y o u r  side , th a t  e a r th  can  do  y o u  no  h a rm , a n d  th a t  b o th  life  a n d  
death a re  a  la d d e r  u p  w h ich  to  c lim b  to  th e  s ta rs .

‘ G ru m b lin g  a t  fa te  re s u lts  in  d is c o n te n t a n d  in a b ili ty  to  m a k e  th e  
best o f  c irc u m sta n c e s . T o  look  on th e  d a rk  s id e  o f  an  e v e n t is  to  g ro p e  
in a  s ta r le s s  n ig h t , p e rh a p s  to  lose  o n e ’s w ay  u tte r ly , a n d  to  in v ite  th e  
very d is a s te r  w h ich  y o u  a re a d . T o feel th a t  y o u  c a n n o t be  in se c u re  so  
long a s  y ou  a n d  G od go  to g e th e r  is  to  l ig h te n  y o u r  load , to  b ro ad en  
your sh o u ld e rs , a n d  to  w re s t a  p o ss ib le  good  from  th e  g ra s p  o f  a  seem in g  
evil. T h e re  is  m ore  s t re n g th  a n d  m ore  v ir tu e  in  a  sm ile  th a n  in  a  
frown, an d  a  h e a r t  w ith  th e  good  c h e e r  o f  fa ith  in  i t  is b e t te r  th a n  a  
heart o f  lead . T h e re  can  be  no  re lig io n  u n le s s  th a t  k in d  o f  fa ith  is  la id  
as its  c h ie f  c o rn e r-s to n e . N o in a t te r  w h a t h a p p e n s , th e n , n e v e r  lose 
e ither y o u r  co u rag e  o r  y o u r  b e lie f  th a t  in  th e  end  you  w ill com e from  th e  
fight w ith  y o u r  sh ie ld , a n d  n o t on it .

4 T h e  N ew  T e s ta m e n t d o c tr in e  c o n s is ts  o f  co u rag e , to -d a y , to -m o r­
row, a n d  a lw ays. W ith  a  h ig h  th o u g h t  as y o u r  v iew p o in t y o u  can  see  
over th e  p e tty  tro u b le s  to  w h ich  y ou  g iv e  so  m u ch  im p o rta n c e  ; y o u  a re  
above th e  fog, w ith  th e  c le a r  b lu e  o v e r y o u r  h e a d . E v en  i f  s ic k n e ss  is  
your p re s e n t lo t  th e  h e a lth  o f  th e  so u l is  n o t im p a ired . A n d  th o u g h  
death  b e  n o t fa r  aw ay  an d  its  so -ca lled  sh ad o w s a re  on y o u r  path* G od 
is th e re , C h r is t is  th e re , a n d  a  b e tte r  w orld  is th e re  in  fu ll s ig h t.

* C o u rag e , th e re fo re  ; th e  co u rag e  th a t  is  fo u n d ed  on an  u n fa l te r in g  
faith in  th e  o m n ip o te n t h a n d  w h ich  is le a d in g  y o u  th ro u g h  th e  n ig h t  
in to  th e  e te rn a l d a y .’

T h e  fo llo w in g  lin e s  b y  E lla  W h ee le r W ilcox  a re  e x c e e d in g ly  a p p ro ­
priate to  th e  above s t im u la t in g  a n d  e n c o u ra g in g  d isco u rse . B o th  th e  
serm on a n d  th e  poem  rin g^w ith  th e  c la r io n  c a ll to  v ic to ry  :

H e re  in th c  h e a r t  o f  th e  w orld ,
H e r e  in th e  n o ise  a n d  th e  d in ,

H e re  w h e re  o u r  sp ir its  a r e  h u r le d  
T o  b a tt le  w ith so rro w  nnd  sin  ;

T h is  is th c  p la c e  a u d  th e  sp o t 
F o r  k n o w le d g e  o f  in fin ite  th in g s  ;

T h is  is th e  k in g d o m  w h e re  th o u g h t 
C an  co n q u er th e  p ro w esa  o f k in g ? .

|E a r th  is  o n e  c h a m b e r  o f  h e a v e n  
D e a th  is no  g r a n d e r  th a n  b ir th  ;

Jo y  in th e  life th a t  w a s  g i \ e n  ;
S tr iv e  fo r p e rfe c tio n  o n  e a r th .

H e re  in th e  tu m u lt a n d  ro a r ,
S how  w h a t i t  is to  b e  c a lm ;

Show  how  th e  sp ir it ca n  s o a r  
A n d ^ b rin g  b a c k  its  h e a lin g  a n d  b a lm .

S ta n d  no t a lo o f  no r a p a r t  ;
P lu n g e  in th e  th ic k  o f  th c  figh t.

T h e re  in th e  s t r e e t  a n d  th e  m a r t,
T h a t  is  th e  p h ice  to  d o  r i g h t ;

N o t in so m e  c lo is te r  o r  c av e ,
N o t in so m e k in g d o m  a b o v e  ;

H e re  on th i*  s id e  o f th c  g r a v e ,
H e re  w e sh o u ld  la b o u r  a n d  lov e .



“ O ne o f th e  s tran g est phases o f th e  close o f the 
Society's n in e teen th  cen tu ry ,” says a w rite r in th e  Free Lance, 
strange  “ is th e  ex trao rd inary  revival o f th e  belief in w itchcraft, 

Superstitions, charm s, om ens and o th e r form s o f superstition , 
w hich m ost people im agined w ere long  ago exploded 

by  th e  advance o f science and  know ledge. C uriously enough , a 
very  large  percen tage  of th e  upho lders of these strange ideas move 
in th e  sm artest of sm art society, and yet form th e  best pay ing  clients 
o f th e  fashionable w izards who sw arm  in th e  W est E nd . W ho would 
im agine, for instance, th a t several very  fashionable wom en m ake a 
p ractice  o f carry ing  about w ith them  a sm all portion  o f a rope w hich 
has been used by the  execu tioner in  th e  perform ance of h is  te rrib le  
trade , for th e  purpose o f b rin g in g  them  luck  ? T h is  is, s tra n g e  to 
say, a very com m on custom  am ongst h igh -bo rn  dam es. A n o th e r 
‘ m ascot’ is supposed to  be th e  n ib  o f a pen th a t has signed  a  re ­
prieve for a m urderer. G reat singers, in p articu lar, value th ese  nibs 
beyond even th e ir  fam ous jew els. So g rea tly  do th ey  crave for 
‘ lucky  reprieve pens’ th a t H e r  M ajesty invariab ly  keeps a collec­
tion  o f these relics by her, to  bestow  on fam ous opera s in g ers  after 
* com m and’ perform ances a t W indsor or Balm oral. M adam e P a tti 
an d  M adam e A lb in i have b o th  been p resen ted  w ith  ‘ reprieve p en s’ 
by th e  Queen. M adam e A lb in i has had  hers m ounted  as a brooch, 
an d  M adam e P a tti—som ehow people will no t refer to  h e r  b y  her 
title —m akes it a ru le  to always keep h e r ‘ reprieve’ pen o n  h e r 
person  w hen trav e llin g .”

T h is  w hole phenom enon o f the  h an k erin g  o f th e  public for oc­
cult know ledge is an  effect o f th e  discussion o f the  ancien t teach in g s 
about God, N atu re , m an, th e  hum an and  anim al souls, th e  su p er and  
sub-hum an  races, and  th e  w ork ing  ou t o f th e  process o f evolution. In  
th is  ag ita tion  of th o u g h t th e  T heosophical Society  has been a ch ie f 
factor. T h e  p u rsu it o f w izards and fo rtune-tellers , o f readers o f  stars , 
coffee-grounds, palm s, b irth -m ark s and  the  whole detail o f  th e  
Ind ian  S am udrika science ; th is  ru n n in g  after m edium s, clairvoyants, 
psycho m eters, C hristian  S cien tists  (!) and  th o u g h t readers is th e  in ­
stinctive im pulse to  p ry  in to  th e  m ystical and  look beh ind  th e  p e p - 
him  o f Isis. I t  is th e  m ark  of ig n o ran t curiosity , in all cases w here 
th e  enqu irer is no t a stu d en t o f science, tak in g  up th e  quest w ith o u t 
the  least personal concern as to  th e  result. H arm  m ay undoub ted ly  
be done by th is  cu lt o f th e  uncanny , bu t the  good outw eighs th e  bad, 
since every occult fact learned  tends to the  recognition  o f th e  im m a­
nence in N atu re  o f universal Pow er and In te lligence  and so to  th e  
grow th o f religious feeling.


