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T H E  P R E S ID E N T 'S  TO U R .

A s the tim e for the close o f our President’s to ur in  the U nited 
States draws near, one begins to count the good results attained. From  
correspondents, generally, one gathers that the ch ie f result has been a 
b in d in g  together o f the members in  the Branches, and o f the Branches 
also, throughout the Section, w ith a decided stim ulation to greater 
w ork, w hich is  alw ays a result of the C olonel’s presence. O utside o f 
the T. S. we find a change, also re su ltin g  from  h is to u r; the more frien d 
ly  attitude o f the Press. Lectures have been reported, on the whole, in  
an unprejudiced way, but, o f course, m any curious statem ents have 
been printed, often re su ltin g  more from  the reporter’s ignorance on 
th e subject than from any intention to m isrepresent. From  M uskegon, 
Saginaw , Lansing, Toledo, Cleveland, Dayton, W ashington and P hilad el
p h ia we learn o f crowded m eetings and m uch enthusiasm , despite the 
feet that the country was suffering under a great heat, w hich made it  
v e ry  d ifficu lt for the members to get about. Even our Colonel, seasoned 
as he is  to heat b y h is  tw enty-one years’ residence in  In d ia , found the 
heat oppressive.

On the 27th o f Ju ly , the President-Founder was to sa il from  
P h ilad elp h ia  for Southam pton. From  there, after a short stay in  
E n g lan d , he was to go to Buenos A ire s ; then back to England, and home.



C O LO N E L  O LC O T T ’S F A R E W E L L  M ESS A G E .
[W e  p r in t  o u r  P re s id e n t 's  farew ell, a s  i t  a p p e a rs  in  th e  o ffic ia l 

o rg a n  o f  th e  A m eric an  S e c tio n .]
“  A s I  have o n ly one more station to v is it before clo sin g  m y A m erican 

to n r and tu rn in g  m y face toward the A tlan tic Ocean, I  w ish to express- 
through the M essen g er m y grateful thanks for the lo vin g  kindness and 
generous h o sp itality w liich  I  have received everyw here throughout th e  
country. M y special acknowledgm ents are due to m y k in d  hosts an d  
hostesses, and I  regret that m y engagements are such as to prevent 
me from  addressing each personally in  w ritin g .

It  appears to me, after th is lo n g  c irc u it through m any states, th a t 
m y v is it  has been purposely put off u n til now by the W ise Ones w ho 
overlook our affairs, for the opposition, once so active, is  cru m b lin g  
away, and before long there w ill not be a vestige left o f the great seces
sion party w hich at one tim e came near sweeping theA m erican Section out 
o f existence. I  know  now from observation, how deep a debt the Society 
owes to A lexander F u lle rto n , George E . W righ t, Kate Buffington D avis^ 
and some others, for th e ir lo yal and courageous defence o f the more* 
m ent from  its would-be destroyers. In  hum an affairs the c ris is  alw ays 
b rin g s out the men to meet i t ; and su re ly  th is ru le  has been exem plified 
in  our case.

I  am encouraged as to the future o f the Am erican movement, fo r we 
have a ll over the country men and women thoroughly in  earnest, and 
capable o f every degree o f self-sacrificin g  devotion. W hat is  most 
needed is  a sm all corps o f w orkers who can give th e ir whole tim e and 
services to the cause. Suitable persons for such w ork exist, but their 
circum stances prevent them from doing as they w ould w ish ; and so, 
u n til we have command o f the necessary m eans to pay th e ir expenses, 
and ensure the support o f th e ir dependents, we m ust go on as hereto
fore, w ith such help as we can get from  volunteers.

I  cannot too strenuously urge the p o licy o f m aking expositions of 
Theosophy as sim ple as possible, avoiding a ll attempt at fine w ritin g  and 
fine ta lk in g , w hich o n ly  tick le  the in tellect fo r the tim e being ; and 
encouraging everybody to put th e ir knowledge into th e ir liv e s as a 
g uid in g  force. Theosophy as a w orking power can be made a ll potent, 
and can sweep over A m erica lik e  a tid al v. ave, i f  it  is  p ro perly managed.
I  am rejoiced to know  that m y new personal friendships w ith the 
members o f the Am erican Section w ill hereafter bind us together in  a 
golden chain of confidence and friendship. W hen I  get back to Adyar
I  sh a ll have m any a precious m emory o f the to ur o f 1901.

WASHINGTON, D. C. ) H * S ’ ° tCOTT'
17 Ih  J u ly , 1901. i

N E W  B R A N C H E S .
r General Secretary o f the French Section reports the formation 

o f two Branches at G e n eva: “  D harm a,”  President, the Countess Tiozar,
Iee>^MUe.'Tafllefer.’ “ Unite,” Presidents Mme. A. Erath;

A M E R IC A N  B R A N C H E S .

P a s a d e ^ L ^ x f - '  P aSadena’ C a lifo rn ia , h a s  c h a n g e d  i t s  nam e to

Two other C harters have been cancelled and B ranches suppressed 
— G alesburg T .S ., G alesburg, 111., and Peoria T  S Peoria 111 There 
are now 70 Branches in  the Am erican Section. * ’ IU * Ther*

Alexander Fuixerton,
_ G e n e ra l Secretary.



A C O R R E C T IO N .
Am ong the article s purporting to be reports o f lectures b y C ol. Olcott, 

o r interview s w ith him , we have, unfortunately, printed one in  w hich 
o ccur certain statem ents that the C olonel inform s us are incorrect. 
W e refer to the one on “  M ahatm as/’ in  the June issue. The reporter 
m ay have got som ewhat m ixed in  w ritin g  on such an unusual subject. 
T h e E d ito r-in-ch arge is  extrem ely so rry that such a th in g  should have 
occurred.

P R IZ E S  F O R  E S S A Y S  ON C A S T E .
W e have been requested to state that two p rizes o f R s. 100 each are 

offered b y Jadunath Mozoomdar, M .A . ,  b .l., E d ito r, H in d u -P a t r ik a , and 
B ra h m a ch ctrin , Jessore, Bengal, for the “  best essays on Caste, one for 
and another against it. The essays m ay be w ritten in  E n g lish  o r 
B engali. T hey should treat the subject from  vario us standpoints, such 
as so cial, m oral, relig io us, p o litica l, p h ysical, econom ical, etc. T h ey 
are also expected to defend or attack by the auth o rity o f the H in d u  
scriptures, from  the Vedas down to the Puranas.”  Those who th in k  
Caste should be reform ed m ay “  indicate the lin e s on w hich it  may be 
re m o d e lle d th o s e  who oppose Caste should state how they th in k  it  can 
be abolished w ithout “  renouncing the national re lig io n .”  Com petitors 
should forw ard th e ir essays to the above address, on or before the 31st 
Decem ber, 1901.

M A H A -B O D H I L IT E R A R Y  S E C T IO N .
In  accordance w ith the scheme already set forth for the re viva l o f 

the study o f P a li L iterature, the MahapBodni Society has decided to open 
a L ite ra ry  Section, the object o f w hich w ill be (i) to transliterate the P a li 
B ud d h ist w orks into D evanagari and the other vernaculars of the country, 
together w ith th e ir translations, ( ii)  to b rin g  out popular editions o f im 
po rtan t B uddhist texts, w ith copious notes and explanations so that they 
m ay be read and understood by the people o f th is country and also ( iii)  
to open a class for the study o f P ali L iterature (w hich w ill be converted 
in to  a regu lar In stitu tio n  afterw ards) at 2, Creek Row, where reg u lar in 
stru ctio n s w ill be given to the stndents who are w illin g  to jo in . P a li 
is  one of the classical languages o f In d ia , whose h isto ry can be traced 
so fa r back as s ix  hundred years B. C . W h ile  every attempt has been 
made to revive and spread the S an skrit language both by the people and 
the Governm ent, we have, up to the present, neglected P ali, w hich has 
been the spoken language o f In d ia  from  remote an tiq u ity and w hich fo r 
cen turies together flourished in  the whole o f U pper In d ia  as the p rin c i
p a l dialect w hich the people wrote and spoke. The subject was studied 
and cultivated in  the ancient U n iversitie s o f N&landa, T akkh asila, 
U danta-pu-ri and V ik ram sila , and patronised at the C ourts o f the d if
ferent Kingdom s.

Though we have done nothing as yet to revive and b rin g  to lig h t 
th is  im portant literatu re w hich is  contained in  the P ali language, th anks 
to the exertions o f the noble band o f O rientalists, the subject has been 
fu lly  appreciated and is  being studied in  the U n iversitie s o f Eng land, 
Fran ce, Germ any, R ussia  and Am erica. P a li literature has been alm ost 
a sealed literatu re to us. O ur knowledge o f the H isto ry  o f In d ia  is  not 
at a ll com plete w ithout the knowledge o f P ali. F o r b rillia n t records o f 
the achievem ents o f k in g s and princes, the interesting h isto ry  o f the 
m anners and custom s o f the people, and a fa ith fu l account o f the in te r
n al Governm ent, are a ll to be met in  th is ancient literature. The la n 
guage is  im portant a like  to the student o f com parative re lig io n , h is
to rian  and p h ilo lo g ist Its  study w ill at once reveal the g lo ry o f ancient 
In d ia n  wisdom. The Society has undertaken the publication in  D eva
nagari o f Kacc&yana’s P ali Gram m ar by Pandit Satish C handra V idhyab- 
hushan, M. A ., and Dhammapada and Suttanipata by Babu C haru Chan
d ra Bose.

The U n ive rsity  o f C alcutta recognises P a li as one o f the second la n 
guages in  the Entrance, F irs t A rts, B. A . and M. A . Exam inations . . . .



Those who may be w illin g  to take up th is  im portant subject o f study 
in  any of th e ir U n iversity Exam inations are at once requested to com
m unicate w ith the undersigned. In stru ctio n s w ill be given to la y  
students as w ell as to U n iversity  Exam ination candidates. F o r the con
venience of the latter the class w ill be held d a ily, (Sundays excepted) 
from  5 to 6 P . M . The tu itio n  fee w ill be Rs. 2 per mensem for the 
students of the College Classes and Re. 1 for the students of the School 
Departm ent. Com petent P ali scholars w ill be in  charge o f the classes 
and the whole w ork w ill be supervised by a Committee.

To carry  out the foregoing objects, viz., undertaking the translatio n 
o f im portant P ali w orks and b rin g in g  out popular editions o f rare B ud
d h ist books, and also establishing an in stitutio n  where every fa c ility  
m ay be given for the study o f th is classical language, w ould require at 
least two thousand rupees an n ually. The work w ill be p urely of an u n 
sectarian character. The ch ie f aim of the M aha-Bodhi L ite ra ry  Section 
is  to give the educated public an opportunity to come in contact w ith  
th is splendid literature w hich is  an inexhaustib le m ine of knowledge and 
an im m ortal legacy handed down to us by the Sages of old. W e ask fo r 
the help and co-operation of a ll who are interested in th is w ork both in  
th is country and in  foreign lands. D onations for the furtherance o f 
the cause w ill be g rate fu lly  received, and acknowledged in the M a h a -  
B o d h i J o u rn a l. A ll com m unications on the subject should be addressed 
to the undersigned.

RAS BlHARI MUKARJI (UTTARPA'RA), BENGAL,
H o n o ra ry  S e cre ta ry , 

M a h a -B o d h i L it e ra ry  S e ctio n .
2, Cr e e k  r o w , Ca lcu tta .

N E W  BOO KS F O R  T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .
P e rio d ic a ls : S 'a stra  M u ktd v a li, Nos. 21 to 23; The P a n d it, N os. 7 

and 8 ; and K dvyam & la , Nos. 173 and 174.
Books a n d  V a m fh le ts : “  The relation o f man to G od,”  by A  S ch w arz; 

“  The unseen w orld ,”  by C . W. Leadbeater; “ Man the master o f h is  
destin y,” and “ The A ryan ty p e ; ”  “ A  word on man, h is nature and 
h is pow ers; ” “  The Law  o f sa crifice ; ”  “  D es'avidha Br&hma^a S '& kha 
V ivava ran a; ”  “  M oghul colour description of Agra, P art I ; ”  “  R e p o rt 
o f the two-anna fam ine re lie f fund scheme ;”  “  Dharm a ”  “  (G u z a ra ti
ch a ra cte r);”  “  Om kara va upak&ra S ig a ra  ”  (H in d i); “ Le B o udd h a 
A -T -Il E x ists  ?”  By L£on de R o sn y ; “  De geheime correspond ence 
van Abraham  de W icquefort met den Franschen m inister de L e in n e ,”  
by C. F. H aje ; The annual “  Report o f the Bureau o f Am erican K th n o - 
lo g y,”  1895-’96, Part I ; 1896-’07, Part I, and a descriptive catalogue o f 
Sans. Mss. in  the L ib ra ry  of C alcutta Sans. College, by H ris n ik e s 'a  
S'& stri and S 'iv a  Chandra G ui.

M in o r w orks o f  S 'rin iv a s a  M a kh i.
S'ivaguru Saundarya S&gara Stava S& hasrika; Sim hapuriprasann& n- 

janeya S a ta k a m ; G urur& ja S'atakam  ; S'ivat&ndava Stava S 'atakam  ; 
H e tiraja  Stava S'atakam  ; Svarnikarshana C hairava S'atakam  ; C h itta p ra - 
bodhana S'atakam  ; P ritasm arana S'atakam  : S'&rad4 d v is'a ti, P ra k rita  
Sum am anjari; S'aradamb£L S'atakam  ; V id h i Jugupsana S 'a ta k a m ; 
Vair& gya K&madhenu.

S'ataka I. Janana Ju g u p san a;
Do. I I .  B&lya d o ;
Do. I I I .  Y auvana d o ;
Do. IV . J a r i do ;
Do. V. Y&tana d o ;

M ah&bhairava S 'atakam ; V ijn a p ti S'atakam  ; Y ogi bhoji Sam v&da 
S 'atakam ; A ’ranyak&nubhava S'atakam  ; K aliparid evana S 'atakam ; a n d  
S 'ri Jagatgurudh&m a Seva S'atakam ; Subnadr&rjunam , M alayalam  
dram a.



GENERAL REPORT
OF TBS

TWENTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY AND CONVENTION

OF TUP,

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
H eld at Ben a r es , India ,

D e c e m b e r  2 7 TH  and  28 th , 1 9 0 0 ,

W IT H  O F F IC IA L  D O C U M E N T S .

The first Convention of the Society at Benares, under the new 
system of biennial meetings alternately at the Society's headquarters 
at Adyar, and the headquarters of the Indian Section at Benares, the 
adoption of which was announced by the President-Founder 
in 1898, was held on the 27th December and the Society's 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary in the Central College Hall, 011 the 
following day. The necessity for the change of custom has been 
already explained: India is so vast a country, our Branches are so 
scattered over the whole area and their members so poor, that the 
Northern Branches find it impracticable to send Delegates to Adyar, 
while those of Southern India are equally prevented from participa
ting in the meetings of both the Society and Indian Section when they 
are held at Benares: by alternating the meetings between these two 
centres, each group of Branches is enabled to assist at them once iu 
two years, and thus all are fairly treated.

The attendance of .Delegates on this occasion was large and 
enthusiastic, and once more as in 1898, the President-Founder’s 
heart was rejoiced to meet so many old and dear colleagues and to 
receive their filial greetings. To the onlooker it was delightful to 
see the affection shown him in their salutations. The names of 140 
Delegates were written in the Register.

The noble conception of Mrs. Besant of a Central Hindu College 
is rapidly taking shape, and one can see that the experiment is to be 
an unqualified success. The College building, and those of the 
Indiau Section, the Boarding House for students, the T.P.S., the 
Sub-Post Office, and for officers’ quarters are built or nearly completed, 
and a swarm of coolies are bringing materials to the masons and 
carpenters, the sound of whose trowels, hammers and saws give.?



evidence of intense work goingon. Mrs. Besant’s private buugalotf, 
which is also the joint property and residence of the Countess 
Wachtmeister and Mr. Bertram Keightley, is all finished and makes a 
very comfortable dwelling. The venerable Mrs. Lloyd, and Dr. 
Richardson, Principal of the College, are also living there at present. 
The formal-sessions of the Society and Indian Section, were supple
mented by Mrs. Besant’s usual four lectures, before the Convention, 
and meetings of the E.S.T., a number of conversational meetings con
ducted by Mrs. Besant, and lectures by Dr. Richardson on 
“ Vibrations,” with experimental illustrations; Mr. Harry Banberv, 
on “ Visualisation as an art in teaching and learning ; ” Babu Jagadish 
Chandra Chatterji, on “ India in the W e s t a n d  by Mr. K. Narayana- 
swami Iyer. The President-Founder was obliged to leave for home 
011 the 30th December so as to prepare things at headquarters for his 
departure on tour, so he and Dr. English, Rec. Sec., who returned 
with him, missed Mrs. Besant’s fourth lecture on “ Womanhood” 
much to their regret. They brought away from Benares, however, 
very pleasant recollection of the entirely successful Convention 
and Anniversary of 1900. On the opening day of the Section’s 
sessions, the President-Founder supported an appeal of the General 
Secretary for a sum large enough to finish the Sectional head
quarters building and obtained subscriptions to the amount of about 
Rs. 7,800 : more than was needed.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s  A d d r e s s .

Brethren and fellow-workers : If, at each recurrent anniversary 
of our Society in the past, we have mutually congratulated each 
other 011 the fact that we had been spared another year to work on 
and struggle towards our goal, how much more jubilant ought we 
not to be to-day, when we close the first quarter-century of our 
labors, and pass into the second period with the Society strong, 
vital, overflowing with energy, and full of reasonable hope for the 
future. Twenty-five years of activity, of vicissitudes, of failures 
and successes, of paramount victory behind us : a step on the path : 
a milestone by the roadside ; an episode—and glorious one—in the 
cyclic evolutionary progress of each one of us ; an ample season of 
sowing of the seed of good Karma, from which we must reap rich 
harvests hereafter. This period has brought the Society from its 
cradle to its time of adolescence, and vindicated its title to be consi
dered as the friend of religion, of good morals, of intellectual 
development, a prominent social factor of our epoch, to be taken 
into account by the future historian. This is what to-day’s gathering 
recalls to mind, this the panorama which memory' is unrolling as we 
look inward upon the soul of our theosophical movement. Around 
me are men who have been my co-workers from almost the begin
ning of our Indian career, men who joined the Society, in 1879 and 
1880; but they are few. Some of the noblest, most devoted, most



Unselfish, have left us grieving for the loss of their companionship, 
yet not bereft of hope o f future epochs of joint labour for the good of 
humanity. And of the survivors, which of us elders shall see the 
completion o f the second quarter-century ? The Convention will be 
held, but who shall preside over it, and who listen to his sem i
centennial address ? At least we know this, that Those who guide the 
m ovem ent will not let it die for lack of workers, and that our places 
when left vacant will be filled by others who, through many past 
rebirths, have been preparing them selves for service when wanted. 
H ave we not had proof enough of this law of demand and supply, 
when we see how the torch, as it dropped from the dead hand o f 
my co-founder, H. P. B., was snatched up by Annie Besant and 
carried on in the forefront of the battle ? Have we not seen new  
workers stepping forward to fill vacancies made by the deaths o f  
predecessors ? Have we not seen new laborers coming forward to 
cultivate and harvest in every new field which the progress o f the 
movem ent has opened out—in India, Great Britain, France, Spain, 
Scandinavia, Holland, the Colonies, the United States, South  
America, Hawaii, Japan, and other parts of the world ? Have we ever 
seen the movement receive more than momentary checks from lack 
o f helpers? No, as one valiant soul falls, another replaces him, and 
fresh writers, teachers, lecturers and organisers present them selves 
as their names are called along the corridors o f time, and the bell 
o f  their ripened Karma rings out their signals.

My thought goes back to that small gathering in New York city 
on the 17 th November 1 S7 5 , and the scene unfolds before me. A  
sm all Hall, dimly lighted, with a small platform at one end, and book
cases lining the walls of the room, which belonged to another society  
occupying the room. A handful of thoughtful men and women, 
m ost o f them since deceased, who created the nucleus out o f which  
was to evolve this now majestic m ovem ent; they, ignorant of the 
future and planning for only the misty present. Some still live, and 
one o f them, who heard my Inaugural Address, attended my lectures 
in  the city o f Nice last March, and told my audience about that first 
m eeting o f the Theosophical Society ; how interesting an experience 
to  me, you may imagine.

It will interest you all to know the progressive stages by which 
our membership has spread over thc world, so I have classified the 
several countries within periods of five years each, as follows :

S pread  of t h e  T. S. Movem ent  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  w orld .

(Classified according io Quinquennial Periods).

The iSocietv was founded at New York, IT. S. A., in 1X75, aJK{ 
its membership has spread throughout thc world as follows :

1875-1.^0 : England ; Greece ; Russia : India ; Ceylon: Scot" 
land.



1880-1885: United States of America (Charters from India); 
Ireland ; Java ; British Borneo.

1885-1890: Sweden; Japan; Australian Continent ; Philippine 
Islands; Austria ; Tasmania.

1890-1S95: New Zealand ; Holland ; Norway ; Denmark ; Spain : 
Germany ; Argentine Republic ; France; Domi
nion of Canada ; Hawaiian Islands; Bohemia ; 
Canary Islands; Bulgaria ; China.

1895-1900: Switzerland ; Italy ; Belgium ; South Africa ; British 
Columbia; British West Indies; Nicaragua, 
C. A. ; Cuba; Mexico ; E gypt; Finland ; Algeria.

Making, in all, 42 countries.
The geographical boundaries of the movement are as follows ; 

from Latitude 66-5, N. to Latitude 46, S., and all round the globe. 
I11 English miles the distance between the Northern and Southern 
boundaries is 7,919 miles.

Think of this, my brothers. Take the map of the world and 
see how we have gradually sent our ideas and our influence from 
land to land, and across ocean after ocean. Yet the work has but 
begun, its active development is to come within the next quarter- 
century, its completion lies far off, in the dim distance of the future. 
Since we have proved faithful until now, we may certainly count 011 
returning to the work in our next rebirth ; for the Lords of Karma 
need trained agents aud sub-agents, and will doubtless give us the 
chance for such further service as our evolved capacities fit us to 
perform. Even thus have many of us, who were linked together in 
world-service in previous countries and epochs, been drawn together 
now in the Theosophical Society; for so turns the wheel of Kanna, 
and thus are gathered together those between whom stretch the 
unbreakable ties of associations, of sympathies, of karmic 
relationships Thus were H.P.B. and I brought together in this 
birth and allowed to feel the old threads of love and loyalty 
which had tied us together in many past existences. Thus, too, shall 
we and all of you meet again and work together in the future. Our 
present concern should be to lay the foundations of our Society as 
deep and strong as those of the Pyramids, so that like them, it may 
endure from age to age, a monument to our fidelity, a beacou for 
the helping of the world.

The present moment is one when we should study the statistics 
of our corporate growth, and make them the guides of our future 
action. We first note that the growth of the past twelvemonth has 
been greater than it was in the previous one, thirty -six new Branched 
having been chartered as compared with twenty-eight between Decem
ber 1898, and December 1899. Following is the table of charters 
issued between 1878—before which none was granted—and 1900, 
inclusive:—
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N e w  B r a n c h e s .
America has added ten new Branches to our list, during the past 

year ending November 1st, and seven of her former Branches have 
been dissolved.

India has added fifteen new Branches to the list of her Section 
and ten dormant ones have been revived.

The European Section has formed seven new Branches, and 
one charter has been given up.

The Australasian Section has added one new Branch, the Scan
dinavian Section one, and the French Section two, making a total 
of thirty-six new Branches throughout the world.

L o c a l it i e s  o f  N e w  B r a n c h e s .
A m e r i c a n  S e c t io n  :—Dayton, Ohio ; Portland, Oregon ; West 

Superior, W is.; Lewiston, Maine; Cedar Rapids, Iowa ; Omaha, Neb : 
Corry, Pa. ; Santa Rosa, Calif. ; two at Grand Rapids, Mich.—10.

E u r o p e a n  S e c t io n  :—Leeds, Bath, Antwerp, Florence, Milan, 
Naples, Glasgow—7.

In d i a n  S e c t io n  :—Bausberia, Amraoti, Bettiah, Kulitalai, 
Marakpur, Nandalur, Sriuagar, Tenali, Tindivanam, Tirukoilur, 
Villupuram, Vriddhachalam, Ariyalur, Harur, Srirangam.—15.

A u s t r a l a s i a n  S e c t io n  :—Fremantle, Newtown.—2.
S c a n d i n a v i a n  S e c t io n  :— B o d e n  (North of the Polar Circle) —1.
F r e n c h  S e c t i o n :—L’Essor, Ana Ba'i.—2.
B r a n c h e s  R e v i v e d  : I n d i a n  S e c t io n  -.—Broach, Cuddalore, 

Erode, Guntur, Krishnagiri, Rangoon, Tirivallur Adoni, Kanigari, 
Narasaraopet.

A u s t r a l a s i a n  S e c t io n  :—Toowomba.
B r a n c h e s  D i s s o l v e d  ; A m e r i c a n  S e c t io n  Portland, Ore- 

gan ; Santa Cruz, California ; Elleusburg, Wash.; Clinton, Iowa ; 
l ,i ly  Dale, N . Y. ; Green Bay, Wis.; Albany, N. Y.—7.

E u r o p e a n  S e c t io n  Corfu.—1.
Within the past year I visited the Branches in ten European 

countries, viz.y England, Scotland, France, Belgium, Holland, Ger
many, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Italy—the longest tour I have 
ever made in Europe. I was 011 the whole pleased and satisfied with 
what I saw. Many of our colleagues are extremely earnest and ex
cellent workers, some less so, some only nominally members. . Iu



France there i.s a new-born zeal wliich is a most pleasant contrast 
with what we have seen in the past. France having been, as I have 
sometimes said, a graveyard of theosophical Branches. But to push 
011 the work there we need more workers, our leader, Commandant 
Courmes, is getting 011 in life, and Doctor Pascal is overworked. 
Italy is a new field and full of promise, as you will infer when the 
report of Mrs. Cooper-Oakley is read. The credit for the initiative 
of this encouraging outlook is due to the respected Mrs. Lloyd, 
whom you see here present, and about whom the Italians spoke to 
me in most affectionate terms during my tour in their country.

The Sweden, Danes, Norwegians, and Finns, among whom I 
passed some happy weeks last summer, are the kindest, most hospit
able, most sincere people I have almost ever met, and in no part 
of the world have we colleagues more capable of understanding our 
ancient philosophy. But there, again, we need active workers, to go 
from Branch to Branch and do for them what our District Branch 
Inspectors are doing for the Indian Branches. As for England, 
much need uot be said for the bulk of our best literature is being 
written there, aud many of the Branches are models for imitation ; 
especially so the Blavatsky Lodge, of which Mrs. Besant is President 
and whose membership is, I believe, the largest in the world. 
Holland has for years occupied a leading place in our Euro
pean movement, there being collected together at the Amsterdam 
headquarters several persons of high capacity and unquenchable 
zea l; drawing their inspiration largely from the beloved and respect
ed Mme. Meulemann. Belgium is a fresh field but warm blood is 
running through her veins and we have some excellent workers there. 
Germany is sluggish and dispirited and the outlook is not just now 
encouraging. This comes almost wholly from the physical prostra
tion of Dr. Hubbe Schleiden, the eminent scholar and pioneer leader 
of the movement who, after making many sacrifices and a long 
struggle against difficulties caused by the mental attitude of the 
educated German public, which he had lor a time to carry on with 
very few helpers, has had to retire to his library. There he is apply
ing himself to the writing of a great work showing the historical and 
scientific basis of the theory of Reincarnation. A younger generation 
has entered the field, among whom I found several men full of 
fervor and zeal, but turned aside into by-paths traced out by the 
leaders of secession. What will be their future relationship with us 
is as yet undetermined.

From the reports of the various General Secretaries of Sections, 
presently to be read, you will be able to take a birds-eye view over 
the whole theosophical field, and judge for yourselves how 
encouraged we ought to be as to our future part in shaping the 
intellectual and religious history of o u r  times.

To us. it seems incredible that the general public should be so 
ignorant as they are about us and our work- Most of them think we



are Spiritualists, some going so far as to regard us with contempt as 
exposed tricksters and charlatans ; thousands of devout Christians 
hate and fear us as professed enemies of their religion, and one igno
ramus of an array officer, acting as Treasurer of a hospital, wished 
his Board to refuse to accept the proceeds of a theosophical lecture 
because it was “ devil-money.” But let us take a calm, dispassionate 
survey of what we have actually accomplished since 1880 only, and 
what do we see ? Let us divide our results into se/2:i categories.

Firstly, then : We have spread throughout the world the teach
ings of the ancient Sages and Adepts about the Universe, its origin 
and its laws, showing its intimate agreement with the latest dis
coveries of Science ; and about man, his origin, evolution, manifold 
powers and aspects of consciousness, and his planes of activity.

Secondly : We have won thousands of the most cultured and 
religiously inclined people of the day to the perception of the 
basic unity and common source of all religions.

Thirdly : In loyalty to our declared object of promoting human 
brotherhood, we have created in Western lands among our members 
a kindlier feeling towards colleagues of other nationalities ; and, 
far more wonderful than that, we have effected a fraternal agree
ment between the Northern and Southern schools of Buddhism to 
accept a platfonn of fourteen statements of belief as common to 
both ; thus bringing about for the first time in history such a feeling 
of common relationship.

Fourthly : We have been the chief agents for bringing about 
this revival of Hinduism iu India which, we are told, by the 
highest Indian authorities has revolutionised the beliefs of the 
cultured class and the rising generation. An outcome of this 
is the revival of Sanskrit literature, much ofthe credit for which was 
given us by the late Prof. Max Miiller, and, so far as India is 
concerned, has been conceded by the whole Native press and the 
pandit class. Another evidence is the foundation of this Central 
Hindu College which, within the past two years, has received gifts 
in cash of Rs. 1,40,000 and in real estate of Rs. 80,000. After only 
this short lapse of time we see success achieved, contributions of 
money flowing in constantly, and every augury of a grand future 
career of beneficence before it.

Fifthly : We have revived Buddhism in Ceylon to such an 
extent that the situation as regards the relations between the Sinha
lese and Missionaries has beeu completely changed; the people 
generally are now familiar with the fundamentals of their religion, 
and their children, previously ignorant of even the smallest feature 
o f it, are now being taught it in every respectable household.

S ix th ly : We have started an educational movement in Ceylon, 
which has already led to the opening of 150 schools, attended by 
18,400 pupils, under the management of our Society members in 
£eylon, an4 some fifty other Buddhist schools under private



management, whose pupils would bring up the above registered 
attendance to about 23 or 24 thousand.

Seventhly: An attempt to educate and uplift the distressfully 
down-trodden Pariahs of Southern India is promising the most 
gratifying results—as Dr. English’s note elsewhere shows. Not only 
MissS. E. Palmer, the General Superintendent, but Mr. P. Krishna- 
sawmy and his subordinate teachers deserve credit for this showing.

Have I exaggerated in anything ? If not, then let these seven 
categories of indisputable achievements by the Theosophical Society 
be its vindication agaiust its calumniators and the proof o f its title 
to be ranked as a social force working for the help of the race. 
What other Society can point to ho much work done and good 
Karma won ?

The most striking feature of this affair is the absolutely trifling 
cost of the work. Look at the various sectarian societies of the 
West having their incomes running up to almost fabulous sums— 
say in the case of the Salvation Army, “ whose total income is con
siderably over a million pounds a year ” (vide Windsor Magazine, 
November 1900), and say with what equally great achievements on 
the higher planes of consciousness they can match what we have 
done. Let me read you a note I have prepared for your information:

F i n a n c i a l  D i g e s t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y  f r o m  t h e

D A T E  O F IT S  F O U N D A T IO N  IN  1 8 7 5  TO  D E C E M B E R  

2 0 T H , I 9 OO, IN C L U S IV E .

R e c e i p t s .

Received from all sources, includ- r s . A. p . r s . a . p .

ing Charter and Entrance Fees,
Annual Dues, Donations, Subscrip
tions to all Funds,* etc. ... 295,630 10 2

Given by the two Founders ... 37,375 2 o

Total Receipts... 333.005 12 2
O u t l a y .

Gross expenditure for all objects, 
including the purchase, and furnish
ing of the Adyar headquarters; taxes; 
the building and furnishing of the 
Convention Hall and the Asiatic and 
Western Libraries; purchase of books 
and collection of M SS.; the making 
of new buildings and new room s; 
repairs; digging of tanks: planting 
of trees ; salaries ; servants’ wages ; 
travelling expenses ; charities ; fu el;

# T h e  P e rm a n e n t, H e a d q u a r te r s ,  A n n iv e rsa ry , W h ite  L o tu s D ay , Founders, 
S u b b aro w  m ed al, T ra v e llin g , e tc .



lig h ts ; stable expenses ; printing; RS. A. P.
postage ; telegrams ; stationery ; in
vestments in Government Securities 
and Loans on Land Mortgages, etc.,
etc. ... 280,962 12 5

Cash balance, (represented in
Bank deposits, mortgage loans, cash
in hand, &c.) ... 52»°42 *5 9

O t h e r  A s s e t s .

Estimated value o f  the Adyar r s . a . p . 
estate, including buildings ... 30,000 o o

7,000 growing trees ... 7,000 o o
Furniture and fixtures, 

vehicles, horses, etc. ... 6,000 o o
MSS. and books in the Oriental 

Library ... 30,000 o o
Books in the Western Library . 5,000 o o 78,000 o o

Total (Headquarters) Assets of 
the Theosophical Society on the 21st
December 1900 ... 130,042 15 9

E. & O. E. = = = = =
A d y a r , M a d r a s , ) T. V i j i a r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,

20th December 1900. ( Treasurer, T. S .
Examined and found correct.

T. S a m b i a h , 
Auditor o f Accounts.

It should be noted that the above Digest deals only with the 
financial transactions of the Executive headquarters of the Society, 
not taking account of the outlays and incomes of our Sections and 
Branches, which do not come under the Treasurer’s cognizance

It is, I believe, generally known that the Founders of the Soci
ety have never received any salary or emoluments, and that the same 
remark applies to Mrs. Besant and almost all our leading colleagues. 
Those others who are paid at all received but a bare subsistence 
allowance, the desire common to all of us being to help as we can our 
fellow-men without selfish motive. But for this fact, our expendi
ture account would, of course, have run up to a much higher figure.

T h e  S u b b a  Row M e d a l .

The book of the year most worthy of the award of the Subba 
Row Medal is Mr. Mead’s “ Fragments of a Faith Forgotten,” a 
really important contribution to contemporary literature, and I 
should have awarded the Medal to him but for the fact of his having 
had it before, and for my feeling that it ought to be reserved for the 
encouragement of fresh writers to enter our literary field, rather than
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he given over and over again to the same person. Mrs. Besant, for 
example, produces from time to time books worthy of special distinc
tion, and so do Mr. Sinnett and Mr. Leadbeater; bat the distinc
tion of the Medal having been once bestowed on them, I gave the 
preference last year to the author of “ The Great Law ” rather than 
to either of the others. And I think it a sound policy.

A ctivity among the Parsis.
I am personally much pleased to hear good reports from my 

friend N. F. Bilimoria as well as from our Parsi brothers now pres
ent, of the state of religious feeling in the Bombay Parsi community. 
It seems as if there had begun a stirring among the dry bones of 
their conservation. Meetings at our Branch rooms to discuss and 
expound Zoroastrianism are well attended, a religious class for Parsi 
ladies is finding favour, such distinguished scholars as Mr. K. R. 
Cama and Ervad Jivanji J. Modi are attending m e e tin g s , our litera
ture is being move and more read, and o u r  m e m b e rs h ip  amonr: the 
young men is increasing. Let us hope the day may come when the 
long-needed Parsi Exploration Fund or Archaeological Society will 
be founded, and great discoveries be made of the buried literary re
mains of that great, that once world-conquering, people.

T he Presidential Tour of 1901.
In pursuance of the plan announced last year, I shall devote 

the year 1901 to tours in North and South America. My passage is 
engaged for the N. D. Lloyds steamer of January n th  from 
Colombo to Japan and thence by the Pacific Mail S.S. Co., to San 
Francisco, via the Hawaiian Islands. On my way I hope to spend  
a week at Honolulu with our faithful Aloha Branch T. S. and to  
reach my destination by the 26th February. A tour through the  
United States, to cover several months, is laid out for me, after 
Which I shall visit our Branches in the Argentine Republic, and  
tfren return home via Europe and the Red Sea. This will be on e  
of  the longest tours ever made in the Society’s interests, and on e  
wjiich promises to be a completely successful one.

T he A dyar Library,
Our Library, which was founded in 1886, completes its fourteenth 

year to-day, and offers us every encouragement as to its future. T h e  
Oriental Department already contains 2,333 different works in 
manuscript, comprising 3,762 volumes, and 3,321 volumes of printed  
books, all on Oriental subjects. The Western department contains 
about five thousand volumes. At a low estimate our pandits and 
shastris value the Oriental collection at about thirty thousand rupees, 
and that in the other department at five thousand, or an average o f  
only about one rupee per volume. I thought it best to keep well 
within the mark in this as in all other of my estimates. In 1892 we 
had in the Library only 515 MSS., so that we have increased our 
literary treasures sevenfold, thanks, largely, to the energy and zeal o f



Mr. R. A. Sastry, whose official Report will be found to be except 
tionally interesting and instructive, and who has a special talent for 
collecting MSS. in South Indian villages.
Manuscripts and printed books in the Oriental Section o f the Adyar 

Library, as per stock taken on the 20th December iqoo.
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11 Do (T am il). 101 43 24 24 KAvyamAla, Amin-
12 D vaita  VedAnta 16 8 9 58 diism m a, M ysore
13 NyAya 170 96 26 23 lib ra ry , V izianaga-
1 4 F urvan n m an isa 39 17 13 11 ram , tho  Pandit,
1 5 S an k h y a 3 3 7 / the  Vidyoclaya, and
1 6 Y oga 30 17 21 19 th e  A m e r i c a n
17 V yA karana 20S 144 8 1 60 O rien ta l Series. .. ... 167 313
18 K osa 65 2n| 47 37 16 V ernacu lar d iction
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31 SA m udrika 6 5 ... 55 R eference books, in-
3 2 S’akunu 2 2 elud ing  tran sla tio n s
3 3 S an g ita  ...J 7 6 16 15 of o rig inal S ansk rit,
3 4 S'ilpa 2 2 T riib n e r’s “ O rien
3 5 Ja in a  w orks 4, 4 27 27 ta l S e ries ,” “ Sacred
36 Misc. w orks 3 3 Books of the  E ast,”

| i----- etc . ... ... 6 70 670

T ota l... t t
T o ta l... *762 2333 4141 3321

Ra«
Total number of vola. — 7,903. 

Do workfls 5,664*
* Inoiuding one engraved copper-plate book, 
f  Approximate value.

For 3,715 MSS. (•€ Rs. 5 per vol. -18,575.
For 47 Sinhalese cadjan MS8. = 3,000.
For printed works Rs. 2 per Vol. ** 8,282.



“ Avataras/’ Mrs. Besant.
“ Some Difficulties of the Inner Life,” Mrs. Besant.
“ Some Problems of Life,” Mrs. Besant.
“ Old Diary Leaves” (Second Series), H. S. Olcott.
“ Fragments of a Faith Forgotten,” G. R. S. Mead.
“ The Great Law,” W. Williamson.
“ Karma ” (London Lodge transaction), A. P. Sinnett.
“ Traces of a Hidden Tradition in Masonry and Mediaeval 

Mysticism,” Mrs. Cooper-Oakley.
“ Science of the Emotions,” Bhagavan Das.
“ Karma, Works and Wisdom,” Charles Johnston.
“ Memory of Past Births,” Charles Johnston.
“ The Mystic Guide in the Gospel according to St. John,” 

H. A. V.
“ Reincarnation in the New Testament,” James M. Pryse.
“ Rules for Daily Life,” A. Siva Row.
“ Relation of Man to God,” A. Schwarz.
“ Consciousness,” A. Schwarz.
“ Ten Commandments of Manu,” M. D. Shroff.
“ Dawn of a New Era,” G. E. Sutcliffe.

F r e n c h .

“ La Sagesse Antique ” (trans.), A. Besant.
“ Vers le Temple ” (trans.), A. Besant.
“ Qu’est-ce-que la Theosophie,” Leon Clery.
“ Conferences on Congres de 1900,” Mrs. Besant and Mr. 

Chakravarti.
“ Le Sentier du Disciple ” (trans.), A. Besant.
“ La Mort et les Etats qui la Suivent ” (trans.), C. W. Lead

beater.
“ La Theosophie et ses Enseignements ” (trans.), A. Besant.
“ La Vision des Sages de 1’ Inde ” (trans.), J. C. Chatteiji.

D u t c h .

“ Are the Dead ever Raised,” Dr. T. A. Binnenwig.
“ Theosophy and Religion,” P. Pieters.
“ Natural Science and Theosophy,” M. van den Bosch.
“ The Ancient Mysteries,” C. W. Leadbeater (trans. by J. J. 

Hallo), and the following translations by Johan van Manen :
“ Karma,” Annie Besant.
“ Man and his Bodies,” Annie Besant.
“ The Astral Plane,” C. W. Leadbeater.
“ Secret Doctrine,” three parts: the fourth part is now in 

preparation.
S w e d i s h .

“ Arcana, Thought-imagfes,” B. N. G.
“ The Religion of the Future,” Pekka Ervast.



“ The Ancient Wisdom ” (trans.), A. F. A. and E. Z. Theosophical 
Pamphlets. No. 6. Orion Lodge members also a Furnish translation 
of the “ Introduction to Theosophy.”

V e r n a c u l a r .
A Tamil translation of “ Vicharasagar,” second edition, and the 

“ Upanishadartha Dipika ” Series, by A. Siva Row.
A Telugu translation of the Git& has also been prepared by Lt.

H . Wahab, Hyderabad, Deccan.
M a g a z i n e s .

The Theosophist, English (Monthly).
The Theosophical Review,

V a h a n ,
Pros not tar a,
Theosophic Gleaner,
Arya Bala Bodhini,
The Buddhist,

Jottmal o f the Mahabodhi Society,
The Punjab Theosophist,
The Pan tha,
Theosophy in Australasia,
New Zealand Theosophical Magazine 
Modern Astrology,
Theosophical Messenger,
The Golden Chain,
Sa?imarga Bodhini,

P o l y g l o t .
Teosofisk Tidskrift (Swedish),
Balder (Norwegian),
Revue Theosophique Fran$aise (French), ,,
Sophia (Spanish), „
Philadelphia (Spanish), „
Theosophia (Dutch), ,,
Teosofia (Italian), „
Der Vdha?i (German), trails, and original „
Le Bulletin Theosophique, „
L'Idee Theosophique (French), Quarterly.

Thus we close our brief account of the progress of the Theoso
phical Society and of the whole movement up to the close of the 
year 1900, and now we turn our faces towards the future. Hand 
clasped in hand, heart beating with heart, let us move forward to 
accomplish the destiny we have prepared for ourselves.

The Recording Secretary, Dr. English, then reported the receipt 
of telegraphic messages of greeting from Australia, Holland, Swit
zerland, Rome, Karachi, Hyderabad, Mahableshwar, Madura and 
from Prince Harisinhji, who telegraphed from Sihor. Telegrams 
have since been received from the Branches at Tenali and Broach.

Telugu (Weekly).

Monthly/



Reports of the various Sections were then read in the following 
order:—

Indian ; Bertram Keightley.
American; Dr. W. A. English.
European ; Mrs. Annie Besant.
French ; Mr. F. T. Brooks, of Brussels.
Scandinavian; Mr. Harry Banbery.
Australian ; Miss J. M. Davies.
New Zealand; Miss Annie Davies.
Netherlands ; Mr. Max Thurlwall.
The Report of the T.S. movement in Italy, of Buddhist Schools 

in Ceylon, also of the Buddhist Press at Colombo, were read by the 
President-Founder.

Notes on the Panchama Educational Movement were read by 
Dr. English.

REPORT OF TH E INDIAN SECTION.

To the President-Founder, T. S . :—An important feature of the 
past year’s work has been tbe building of our new Headquarters, 
which matter will be dealt with at some length, in my complete 
Report to the Section.

Our Office staff is now better manned than ever before, and our 
work is being done in a more systematic and satisfactory manner.

In visiting Branches much successful work has been accom
plished by Mrs. Besant, Brother Govinda Das, Dr. Richardson, the 
Joint General Secretaries, tbe Branch Inspectors and others, 78 
Branches having been visited, exclusive of visits paid to, and lec
tures delivered at, other places where no Branches as yet exist.

During the Session, 472 new members joined the Section, as 
against 363 during the previous year, showing a gain o f over one 
hundred, a very satisfactory increase. Of these 472 new members, 
301 paid the full Entrance Fee, 133 paid reduced Fees and 38 were 
admitted free, including two members who were transferred to our 
Section from foreign Sections.

Twelve new Branches were formed during last year, v iz :— 
Amraoti, Bansberia, Bettiah, Kulitalai, Marakpur, Nandalur, Sri
nagar, Tenali, Tindivanam, Tirukoilur, VillupuraHi and Vriddha- 
chalam, while since thc end of our official year (September 30th) 
four more new Branches have been added to our roll by the exer
tions of our indefatigable brothers T. Ramachendra Row and K. 
Narayana Swami Aiyar, making fifteen, to this date.

Seven oM and dormant Branches were also revived dtiriug last 
year, v iz : Broach, Cnddalore, Erode, Guntur, Krishnaghi, Rangoon, 
TirivalTnr and since September 30th, three more have been added 
to these, viz ; Adoni, Kanigari and Narasaraopet,



There were a number of Branches in an almost hopelessly 
dormant condition last year, which this year we have decided 
definitely to class as dormant, 21 in all. And thus summing up the 
situation we find that at the beginning of the Session we numbered 
155 Branches (including the 21 just alluded to) which were classed 
as active, so that we have now (deducting these 21) only 143 really 
active Branches on our rolls.

We have lost twenty-three members by death, nine by direct 
resignation and 55 by refusal of the V. P. receipt for the Annual 
Dues, which counts as resignation.

Prasnottara has, on the whole, well sustained its increasingly use
ful and interesting character. We have already doubled its size and 
added a cover but we hope in the near future to be able to do still 
better, especially in respect to its editing, when the demands of our 
building work are d vie with. In ibis we siiail be much helped by 
the increasing ti<m oi useiui c-vuriUutions from vinous parts ot 
India and especially by the publication in our pages of the lectures 
which Mrs. Besant is now delivering to the Benares Branch on the 
Bhagavad Gitfi.

This year, I am very glad to say, our financial position is much 
more satisfactory than was the case at the close of last Session. Our 
total receipts for the past year have increased by Rs. 1,651, while 
our expenditure, in spite of various additional charges, is less by 
Rs. 435. And this will be seen to be the more satisfactory in that 
this increase is almost entirely due to additional receipts from our 
Entrance Fees and Annual Dues. Indeed our total donations during 
the past year have fallen off from Rs. 1,560 to Rs. 1,187, a diminu
tion of Rs. 375; while the contributions to travelling expenses have 
decreased from Rs 602 to Rs. 120, a loss of Rs. 481. Hence under 
these two important heads our income has been less than that of 
last year by Rs. 855. Thus our net increase under the heads of 
Entrance Fees and Annual Dues has amounted to Rs. 1,164 from 
Annual Dues, and Rs. 1,120 from Entrance Fees making together 
a total increase under these two heads of Rs. 2,284 which seems to 
me exceedingly satisfactory, especially when we recall the terrible 
burden of famine and plague which still pressed so heavily through
out the year upon many parts of our beloved country. We have the 
sum of Rs. 554 now standing to the credit of a Deposit Account.

It is even more gratifying to find, on studying the details of the 
accounts, that not only is our movement spreading and growing 
rapidly, but that further we are re-awakening active interest in the 
minds of a good many old members who had quite dropped out of 
touch. In many instances we have received back Annual Dues from 
such for several years, in some cases for as many as nine, and this 
fact appears to me a most hopeful and encouraging sign.

It gives me very great pleasure to announce that we are at last 
in a position to make our Sectional Headquarters available as a



real centre to whicli our members can come for rest, peace or spiri
tual refreshment, no less than for further instruction in Theosophy.

The following Publications have continued to be issued during 
the past year, nam ely:— The Arya Bala Bodhini, Madras, which 
henceforward will become tlie Hindu College Magazine ; Pan tha, 
Calcutta, The Theosophie Gleaner, Bombay ; and the The Punjab 
Theosophist, Lahore.

A new work published this year is the “ Gita Prakashini” being 
a translation of the Gita into Telngu, by Lieut. Henry Wahab, of 
Hyderabad, Deccan.

To sum up, we have, I think, good reason for satisfaction in 
the record of the past year’s work. A most important step onwards 
has been taken in the building of our permanent Headquarters, 
and when the work on them which still remains to be done is finish
ed, I am confident that each passing year will increase their value 
and usefulness to our movement. We are favoured by the presence 
amongst us of our revered Teacher, Mrs. Besant, and during this 
new Session shall also derive great help and benefit from the work 
of our able and devoted sister, Miss Lilian Edger, M. A., who is 
now at Adyar and will make a prolonged tour in the North-West 
and Sindh during the early months of 1901. If it can be arranged 
for our Section to have the advantage of her permanent residence 
amongst us, either with Madras or some other Presidency Town as 
a centre, we shall have taken a great stride towards providing for 
efficient work and supervision throughout a large and important 
field.

Our most grateful thanks are due to Dr. Balakrishna Kaul of 
Lahore, for most valuable and able assistance in many ways, and to 
our able and energetic Provincial Secretary, Mr. K. Narayana 
Swami Aiyar, for the splendid work he has accomplished in the 
South, as also to his devoted helpers, Judge A. Ramachandra Row, 
J. Srinivasa Row, of Gooty, R. Jagannathiah, and also K. Lakshmi 
Narayana Aiyar. Good work has been done in other fields, but 
that in the South is especially deserving of mention ; while over 
the whole field it is most encouraging and satisfactory to find a 
spreading and deepening of interest in Theosophy as well asa growing 
recognition of tbe usefulness of our Society and its vital importance 
for the future of our beloved India.

With so many hopeful signs we may well look forward to the 
future with confidence and courage. We have lived through many 
dark and gloomy days in the past; India has been suffering sorely 
indeed during these last four years, but still our movement has 
grown, steadily gaining, year by year, in strength aud solidity. And 
so long as we remain true to our ideal, so long as we labour selfless
ly and devotedly for the good of humanity, so long as we seek the 
Truth and the Light, and keep firm our faith and trust in those 
Mighty Teachers who have called our Society into being and still



giye .energy and real spiritual life to our movement, so long ho 
storm can overthrow us, no foe injure, no adverse power hem the 
progress of the work which we are striving to do for Their service. 
Upon Their wisdom we can ever rely, upon Their strength we 
can confidently build, sure that so long as we are faithful and true, 
They will never abandon us or leave us without the light of 
Their guidance and the support of Their mighty hands.

B e r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y ,
General Secretary.

REPORT OK TH E AMERICAN SECTION.

To the President-Founder T. S . :—On behalf of the American 
Section T* S. I report the statistics thereof from November i, 1899, 
to November 1900.

Ten new Branches have been chartered : ManasaT. S., Dayton, 
Ofcio ; Mount Hood Lodge T- S., Portland, Oregon ; North St^r 
£<odge T. S., West Superior, W is .; Lewiston T. S., Lewiston, Maine ; 
Cedar Rapids T. S., Cedar Rapids, Iowa ; Omaha T. S., Omaha, 
Neb. ; Eltka T. S., Corry, Pa. ; Santa RosaT. S., Santa Rosa, C alif; 
Grand Rapids T. S., Grand Rapids, Mich. ; Valley CityT. S., Grand 
Rapids, Mich.

The following Branches have dissolved : Willamette T. S., Pott* 
la#d, Oregon ; San Lorenzo T. S., Santa Cruz, Calif, ; Ellensburg 
T. S., Ellensburg, Wash. ; India T. S., Clinton, Iowa ; I*ily Dale T» 
5 *, Lily Dale, N. Y. ; Green Bay T. S., Greeu Bay, Wis. ; Albany X* 
S., Albany, N. Y.

The total number of Branches is 73.
tyLemhers admitted during the year (uot including a few restora

tions), 281 ; resigned, 46 ; died, 4 ; number of branch members,
1,218 ; mexubers-at-large, 173 ; total membership, 1,391 ; decrease of 
Uiem,hership during the year, 28.

Magazines issued are The Theosophical Messenger, The Golden 
Chain, and the American edition of The Theosophical Review.

The loss in membership is certainly regrettable, yet it may in 
part he accounted for by the policy explained in the report of last 
year, to wit, the predominant attention given by our travelling 
lecturers and workers to the training of Branches, over that given to 
pub,lic addresses. The number of such lecturers has been remark
able, six  having been in the field during more or less of the year. If 
our resources increase we hope to arrange for one whose whole time 
will be given to this service and who can remain with each Branch 
sufficiently long to ensure thoroughness to his plans. One exceed
ingly gratifying fact is the increasing number of members competent 
not only to address Branches but to publicly lecture.

The Convention of 1899 determined upon the incorporation of a 
body of Trustees legally empowered to receive legacies aud gifts for
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Theosophical use, and such charter was actually obtained, but the 
legal conditions being such that all control of the Section was re
moved from Convention and transferred to the Trustees, the Con
vention of 1900 found it necessary to direct the abandonment of the 
charter and the appointment for such purposes of either the General 
Secretary for the time being or a Trust Company already incorpor
ated.

In response to a request from India I published in Messenger an 
appeal to the Section for aid to the Indian Famine Fund, and the 
amount received therefrom, $4 7 7 .5 5 , was duly transmitted to Mr. 
David Gostling of Bombay for use through his Committee.

The great event of the year has but just begun—the tour of 
Mr. C. W. Leadbeater in America. Originally intended to last for 
only three months, requests for its prolongation have been so earn
est that it will extend over about five, thus making possible the 
inclusion of some ot the most distant Branches in the States and of 
the two in British territory. It is hardly possible to over-state for 
eagerness felt to see and hear this illustrious man ; and everywhere 
are heard expressions of delight at such a boon to the Section as this 
visit.

And then will follow the long-desired tour of the President- 
Founder. Ten years will have passed since his preceding visit to 
this country, and twenty-five since, with H. P. B., he established  
here the Theosophical Society. At the request of the New York  
Branch he has promised a memorial letter for use in that city, where 
the Society was formed, 011 the anniversary day, November 17th, 
the letter to be distributed through the Section. Preliminaries for 
his tour have been begun, and after January 1st, arrangements w ill 
be rapidly made so that a large proportion of the Branches may be 
visited before and after the annual Convention at which he w ill 
preside. Delight at this prospect is coupled with conviction that at 
this particular era his presence and influence will produce incalcu
lable good to the Section and the Cause.

Thus the first year of the Twentieth Century is anticipated by 
American Theosophists with fervent exhilaration. It demonstrates 
the continued existence of the Society which was founded here, 
received here the traitorous blow which many feared might cause its  
death, has rallied, aroused itself to fresh energy and devotion, p u t  
forth most vigorous effort, and is ever drawing in new health and  
strength. And that year is to be adorned by long visits from th e  
President and from one of the greatest of the members. R ightly  
may the Theosophists of America feet joy and hope and assurance 
and distinction.

A lexander F ullerton,
Gen. Secretary.



To the President-Founder of the 71 S.:—In my Report of the 
activities of this Section, the first place is claimed by the change of 
Head-quarters to 28 Albemarle Street, mentioned in the last Report, 
and successfully carried out at the beginning of this year, under the 
superintendence of the then General Secretary, the Hon. 
Otway Cuffe. The new Head- quarters are of easy access from all 
parts of London, and the hope that a large number of visitors would 
be attracted by the removal to a more central situation has already 
been, to a considerable extent, realised. On the first floor there are 
a large Lecture Room and a Drawing Room ; the next provides very 
convenient quarters for the Sectional and Lending Libraries, with 
a private office for the General Secretary ; and the general office is 
on the floor above. The rooms have been, since the opening, largely 
used for Theosophic works the Blavatsky Lodge meets in the Lecture 
Room, which has also been utilized for several courses of lectures. 
In January Mr. Mead gave a course of four lectures on the “ Mys
teries of the Greeks in March on the “ Wisdom Schools of the 
Earliest Christendom ; *' and he is now delivering a course of eight 
lectures entitled “ Fragments of a Faith Forgotten.” In February 
aud March Mr. Leadbeater delivered a course of four lectures ; and 
during Mrs. Besant’s all too short stay amongst us she gave two 
courses to crowded audiences, one on “ The Emotious, their Place, 
Evolution, Culture and Use,” and another of four lectures on 
“ Thought Power, Its Control and Culture.” The Drawing-room 
has also been made good use of. In the Spring the Countess Wacht
meister and other ladies gave a series of At Homes at which various 
members spoke and answered questions on Theosophical subjects ; 
and since the Summer vacation the work has been carried 011 by a 
Ladies’ Committee, appointed by the Convention, who are arranging 
classes and meetings for the Winter. On Sunday evenings lectures 
open to the friends of members are given, under the management of 
the Blavatsky Lodge.

Many generous contributions have been received towards the 
heavy expenses of removal aud furnishing; and, thanks to 
these, the finances of the Section are in a fairly satisfactory state. It 
is hoped that the activities which are centering around our new 
rooms will furnish the best evidence to our friends that their 
money has been spent to the profit of the cause.

A matter of very serious regret to us all is that Mr. Cuffe, upon 
whom all the burden of the removal and the new arrangements has 
rested, and who has devoted much valuable time and attention to 
the business of the Section, has found himself compelled, on leaving 
England, to resign the office of General Secretary. During his 
tenure of office he has made himself beloved and respected by all 
who came iuto contact with him, and the hearty thanks and good. 
\yishqs of the Section follo\y him to fyis new Uome in Ireland.



During the year ending 15th October 1900, 309 new members 
Wei-e (enrolled; and though a careful revision of the lists has result
ed in the striking off of 128 names as lapsed, the resignations (32) 
are few, and the deaths (6) still fewer ; the active membership now 
teaches the very respectable total of 1,520.

Six new Charters have been issued during the same period; to 
Leeds (renewal), Bath , Antwerp, Florence, Milan and Naples.

The Ionian Branch, which had long been dormant, was form
ally dissolved in July last.

The Convention, which was held in London ou the 7th and 8th 
of July, was well attended, a larger number of foreign members than 
Usual being present ; probably to assist in welcoming Col. Olcott, 
under whose presidency the meetings passed off very successfully.

The quarterly meetings of the North of Englaud federation 
have been presided over by Mrs. Besant, the Countess Wach'tnieister 
arid Mr. Leadbeater; and the meeting of the South-\JVestehi 
Federation by the President-Founder, whilst on his Western toiir.

In addition to the lectures before named, Mrs. Besant gave four 
Sunday evening lectures in London, besides others in different parts 
of the country; and much good work has been done in visiting the 
tranches and in lecturing, by the Countess Wachtmeister, Airs. 
Cooper-Oakley, C. W. Leadbeater, J. C. Chatteiji, G. R. S. Mead and 
others, not only in England but also in Belgium, France, and Italy.

In Italy the work has been carried on vigorously, although Mrs. 
tlo y d  has now gone to Benares, abundance of energetic workers being 
left. A strong and promising Branch has been formed at Milan, 
mainly through the exertions of Mrs. Williams, andthe other new 
foundations, Florence aud Naples, are doing well. Captain Boggiani 
and Mrs. Cooper-Oakley have been appointed temporary organiz
ing Secretaries, and there is every prospect that in the near futnie 
Italy will be qualified to form an independent Section of its own.

The literary activity of the Section during the past year has not |
been very great. From Mrs. Besant we have had, “ Avataras,”
" Some Problems of Life,” and new editions of “ Man and His 
Bodies” and the “ Evolution of Life and Form.”

Mr. Mead has brought out his important and long expected ,
work entitled “ Fragments of a Faith Forgotten.” Mrs. Cooper- |
Oakley’s “ Traces of Hidden Tradition in Masonry ” and “ Mediaeval 
Mysticism ; ” a London Lodge Transaction (No. 34) by Mr. Sinnett, 
entitled “ Karma and a new edition of Leadbeater’s “ Astral Plane,” 
domplete the list.

The Theosophical Revieu', now simultaneously published in Eng
land and New York, has been regularly brought out, and has con
tained good work by new contributors as well as the regular writers. j
This is as it should be, and promises well for the future. The 
Vahan has maintained its recent level and much valuable information 
and counsel have been communicated to the members; the apprtcfa- |



tioii of which has been manifested by the reproduction of the 
answers in many of our Theosophical Magazines and in various lan
guages.

I have reserved to the last, my dear President-Founder, the 
acknowledgment of What the Section owes to your own visit during 
the past Summer. You have carried the stirring influence of your 
presence and your exhortations over our Branches in Italy, London, 
the North of England and Scotland, the West of England, and 
Belgium, leaving behind you, everywhere, encouragement and a 
most affectionate and grateful remembrance of your unwearied 
labours and never-failing kindliness of heart and speech. Permit me, 
on behalf of our members, to offer to you, personally, our best thanks 
for all that you have done for us (not excluding that form of grati
tude Which has been well defined as a lively sense of favours—to 
come ! \  and at the same time to convey to your meeting and all the 
Sections there represented, the assurance of our hearty fraternal 
good wishes. The Anniversary Meeting of the Society is the sym
bol o f that inner unity which is the indispensable condition o f our 
usefulness to the world at large ; and our greeting is the expression 
of oU r faith that for us, Theosophists, there is no distinction of Eastern 
or Western, but only the one world-wide body of earnest seekers for 
the Truth and ardent workers for good, whose existence is the best 
pledge for the world’s future, and membership of which is the 
highest honour to which we can aspire.

A r t h u r  A .  W e l l s , 
Gefierat Secretary.

REPORT OF THE SCANDINAVIAN SECTION.
To the President-Founder T. S . :—At the time of the Annual Con

vention in May 1900, the total number of members amounted to 484 ; 
since then 16 new ones have been admitted, but as one has left* the 
total number of members amounted to 499 on the 1st o f November.

A new Branch was formed in the presence of Colonel Olcott, 
May 25th, at Boden, in the extreme North of Sweden, within 
the Arctic Circle, under the Chairmanship of Mr. Edward Johans
son. The Branches of the Section are thus 13, and during the 
last year there has been a considerable activity in all of them 
With public and private lectures and discussions. The visit in 
May, of dear Colonel Olcott to the Section, gave a new and 
strong impulse to the spiritual devotion of our members. The 
Colonel delivered public lectures in the towns of Copenhagen, 
Gothenburg, Christiania, Stockholm, Lulea and Lund, and presided 
at the Convention in Stockholm. Brother Pekka Ervast of Fin
land, invited to Stockholm by the Executive Committee, lectured 
during a month’s stay here (April-May) at the Branch-meetings, de
livered a public lecture at the Convention, and especially put his



time and energy at the disposal of the Committee and the General 
Secretary. He returned to Stockholm, October 14th, and has been  
since then engaged on a lecturing tour in Sweden, visiting several 
Branches.

At the Fifth Annual Convention of the Section, held in S to ck 
holm, May 20th and 21st, the following officers were elected : 

General Secretary : Mr. T. E. Liljestrand.
r Dr. E. Zander (Vice-Chairman.)
} Mrs. F. Ingestrom.

Executive Committee : j Mr. F. Lund.
V, Mr. O.Zander (Treasurer) ;

the Presidents of the Branches are members, ex officio, of the Com
mittee.

During the year the following literatitre has been published : 
Teosofisk Tidskrift, 10 numbers, “ The Ancient Wisdom,” 

by Annie B esant; translated into Swedish by A. F. A. and E. Z. ; 
Balder, the Norwegian T. S., magazine, Theosophical Pamphlets, No.
6, edited by members of the Orion Lodge.

A Finnish translation of the “ Introduction to Theosophy/* of  
Annie Besant.

“ Arcana, Thought-image?,” by B. N-G. (Swedish), “ The Reli
gion of the Future,” by Pekka Ervast (Swedish.)

P. E ric Liljestrand,
General Secretary.

REPORT OF TH E NETHERLANDS SECTION.
To the President-Founder, T ,S .—Before entering 011 the business 

details regarding the work of our Section during the past year it is 
my pleasing duty to convey to you in the name of all our members 
our heartfelt greetings and congratulations on this first General 
Convention of the T.S. following the completion of its 25th year.

You alone of those who met together in New York in 1875 are 
with us still, and we look on you in a certain sense as the embodi
ment of the theosophical interest through the world. You as Presi
dent of the Society have piloted it through many storms, and we 
congratulate ourselves that you are still with us, still robust, full of 
zeal and full of energy, still able to stand at the helm and steer the 
ship safely into the twentieth century.

The Society founded by you and Madame Blavatsky, twenty- 
five years ago, has grown strong and is a real force to-day in the 
world of thought. She is no longer with us in bodily presence but 
her work remains, and a loving and grateful remembrance of the 
two co-founders of the T.S. is with us always ; although most of us 
have only been privileged to meet one of the founders personally.

In this, my fourth annual report of the Dutch Section, I have no 
new Lodges to record but, notwithstanding this, I feel able to 
assure you that the work here is making sure, if slow, progress. It



is mentioned by the daily press and from the pulpit as a phase ol 
modern thought which, though one may not agree with it, deserves 
study as an existing movement that must be kept account of and 
that no longer can be set aside with ridicule or indifference.

New centres of activity have been started, holding regular 
weekly meetings, but have not as yet formed themselves into 
Lodges, believing it better first to prepare themselves by regular 
study, so as to be able to teach before applying for charters.

Sixty-four members have been admitted during the year. Eight 
members resigned and we lost one through death.

Six members are entered as Unattached during the year ; the 
total membership is therefore 278, showing an increase of fifty-five.

During the year, the “ Theosopliische Uitgevees Maatschappy ” 
has published Vol. VIII, of Theosophia, twelve Nos.

“ Karma/’ by Annie Besant—translated by Johan van Manen.
“ Man and his Bodies,” by Annie Besant—translated by Johan 

van Manen.
“ The Astral Plane,” by C. W. Leadbeater—translated by Johan 

van Manen.
“ The Ancient Mysteries,” by C. W. Leadbeater—translated by 

J. J. Hallo.
“ Secret Doctrine,” 3 parts—translated by Johan van Manen— 

the fourth part is in preparation and will shortly appear.
Other books written by members but not published by the 

T. U. M. are
“ Are the dead ever raised ? ” by Dr. T. A. Binnenweg.
“ Theosophy and Religion,” by P. Pieters.
“ Natural Science and Theosophy,” by M. van den Bosch.
Two Theosophical novels published in French, “ La peine du 

Dam,” and “ Vengeance,” by M. Reepmaker.
The T. U. M. has secured premises two doors from the Section 

Head-quarters, where T. S. literature in all languages is on sale.
This has proved a good move, for a decided increase in the sale 

of T . S. books and pamphlets has taken place since the book-shop 
was opened in March last.

Our library has been able to secure a number of works, thanks 
to the legacy of 5oo fcs. left us for that purpose by our late collea
gue and fellow-worker, Madame O’breen, better known to readers of 
the Theosophist as “ Afra.”

Mr. Leadbeater*s visit last Spring was oue of two great events 
that have marked this year’s work. He spent fourteen days with us 
and was untiring, holding two and sometimes three meetings in one 
day. He gave several public lectures in Amsterdam, the Hague and 
other towns, and lectured always to a crowded and attentive audi
ence. Many of the Provincial members came long distances to hear 
him.



His lectures were takeu down in shorthand by one of pur mem
bers, Mr. J. J. Hallo, and have since appeared in Theosophia.

The second great event (in point of time) was the visit o f  the 
President-Founder who, with his adopted daughter, arrived here 
from Sweden in time to preside at our Fourth Dutch Convention. 
A reception was held at the Section Head-quarters, Amstejdijk 76, on 
the eve o f the Convention, and a large number of members gladly 
availed themselves of the opportunity of making the President’s  ac
quaintance personally.

The ten days following the Convention were devoted to a  tour 
in the provinces, aud the Lodges were delighted to have the pleasure 
of welcoming the President-Founder and hearing him lectupe. He 
worked so hard while with us that I fear the Dutch Section ipill get 
sadly into bad repute for mercilessly overworking its guests. Our 
only excuse is that we have not the President often within reach 
and so make the most of the opportunity when such is the case.

On the last evening of his stay in Holland he was the gwest pf 
the Vahana Lodge, who availed themselves of that opportunity, to 
present him with an engraved copper bowl as a souvenir jof h is visit 
here.

With regard to general activities, a large number of public lec
tures have been given during the year and at all these thece was 
Theosophical literature 011 sale iu the Hall where the Jbectures were 
held. In addition to the public lectures the various lodges hold 
fortnightly or monthly lectures to which visitors are admitted; cards 
of admission are obtainable free of charge from Secretaries of Lod
ges ; classes for study meet regularly, iu some places three, in pthers 
four, times a week. The Lotus circle meets every week and 24 
children attend regularly.

You will undoubtedly have a large gathering this year iu Ben
ares. In thought your Dutch brethren will be with you too, though 
distance, a las! prevents their being with you in person, but one aud 
all send hearty and loving greetings to all our brothers aud sisters 
there assembled in Convention, and join them in the hope that the 
Theosophical Society may flourish in the century'just opening and 
become more and more a living power for good aud for the helping 
of mankind.

W. B. FRICKE, 
General Secretary.



To the President-Founder, T. S. :—In the absence of our 
esteemed General Secretary, Dr. Marques, it is my duty to report to 
you that the number of active Branches now belonging to the Aus
tralasian Section is ten ; the names of five others still remain upon 
our Roll but they are at present dormant. The increase of three on 
last year’s Report comes from the Toowoomba Charter of 1881 hav
ing been revived, a Charter having been granted to Newtown Branch 
(Sydney) and another to the Fremantle T. S., notice of which ac
companies this Report.

Since our last Report 65 new members have joined us, but owing 
to a drastic revision of our Roll, from which the names of all those 
who have not paid their annual dues for two years have been erased, 
our total number now is 350. Five members have died, among whom 
were Mrs. D. J. Parker of Ibis, T .S .; Mr. H. F. Kessal of Mt. Cxam- 
bier, Mr. C. Handley of Cairns, and Mr. F. F. Cox of Sydney, all 
o f them earnest members and hard workers for the Society.

Owing to the prevalence of the Bubonic Plague in Sydney last 
Easter, our Annual Convention could not then be held, but it is 
hoped that it will be possible to hold it this month.

The necessity for attending to private business matters in 
Honolulu took Dr. Marques away from us in April, but he is now 
on his way back to Sydney.

During the year just closed, our Federal Lecturer, Miss Lilian 
Edger, has visited and lectured in Perth, Fremantle and Albany, the 
great activity since shown in Western Australia being evidently the 
result of her efforts.

Adelaide, Melbourne, Hobart, WarrnamboOl, Ballarat, Sydney, 
Armidale, Toowoomba, Townsville, Charter’s Towers, Cairns, 
Mackay, Rockhampton, Bundaberg, Maryborough and Brisbane 
were visited by her, and from a week to a month spent in each, 
giving public lectures and meeting enquirers and members.

Miss Edger’s farewell lecture before her departure for India was 
delivered in Sydney on Oct. 21st. We all deeply regret the loss wc 
are suffering but hope that in the future we may again have thc 
pleasure of her presence and her help.

The Branches at Adelaide, Hobart, South Yarra, Melbourne, 
Sydney and Brisbane continue their public lectures, classes for study 
and meetings for inquirers without cessation, each one of them able 
to keep its own activities going without outside assistance ; and by 
their lending Libraries, in all cases open to the public at a merely 
nominal fee, they are doing much to spread the knowledge of Theoso
phy among the public. The Book Depots at Melbourne, Sydney and 
Brisbane are also doing good work.

The Sectional Library is proving of valuable assistance to thc 
smaller branches and unattached members, the addition of the 
“ Sacred Books of the East ” which we expect shortly, will put a 
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their disposal books w hich  very few  m em bers or Branches even  
would be able to  buy for them selves.

T h e Sectional Organ, Theosophy in A u stra la sia , has been issued  
regularly each m onth during the year and its size has been increas
ed to  24 pages.

I enclose a list o f  our Branches w ith  thc nam es o f  the officers 
and addresses o f  the Secretaries,

H . A . W il so n , 
A ssis tan t Genet a l Secretary.

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  N E W  Z E A L A N D  S E C T IO N , T. S.

To the President-Founder, T . S .— I have m uch p leasu re in  
again reporting 011 the condition  o f  th e N ew  Zealand S ection  ; in  
w hich , during the year, m uch active work has been done.

T h ou gh  no n ew  B ranches have been form ed, a good d ea l o f  
activ ity  is  g o in g  on in  various new  centres, such  as O nehunga, near  
A uckland, Port Chalm ers, near D un ed in , and N elson , from w h ich , 
B ranches in  due course should  result.

T w enty-fou r n ew  m em bers have been added to our R e g is te r : 
but during th e year tw o m em bers have left the C olony, three have  
resigned, and seven teen  have lap sed  by n on-paym ent o f  d u es, a 
total o f  tw enty-tw o in  a l l ; so that our last year’s m em bership  o f  
189  is on ly  increased  by two. O f the 19 1  m em bers, 155  are B ranch  
m em bers, and 36 are “ U nattach ed .” T h ou gh  there is not m uch  a c 
tual increase in  num bers, the quality o f  those rem ain ing is  e x c e l
lent. T h ey  are m uch  sounder, m ore en ergetic  than last year. 
T here is a good deal m ore vital force in the Section  than at an y  
previous tim e.

A  new  leaflet on “ E vo lu tion  ” has been printed  ; and in th e  
b eg in n in g  of the year the N e w  Z ealand Theosophical M agazine  w as  
issued, under the E ditorsh ip  o f  Mrs. Draffin and m yself. T h e  su c 
cess o f  th is  activ ity  has far exceed ed  our e x p e c ta tio n s; and th ou gh  
w e have been com pelled  to raise th e price from one p en n y  to  tw o 
pence, th e  price rem ains m oderate, and the size o f  the m agazine  
has also been  increased. T h e circulation  grow s larger a ll the tim e, 
and n ex t year we hope to have it firm ly established  as a perm anent 
activ ity . Its  u sefu ln ess w e cannot overestim ate.

T h e Fourth  A nn ual C onvention  o f  our Section  w as held in  
D unedin  on January 1 st and 2nd, 1900 , and w as as su ccessfu l, useful 
and harm onious as a ll th e previous ones. A s before, I was accom 
panied  by Mr. and Mrs. Draffin, o f A uckland , and Mrs. Draffin again  
gave a series o f  very su ccessfu l lectures in  D unedin , Christchurch, 
W ellin gton , W ood ville , Pahiatua and W anganui. T h e N a v  Z ealand  
Theosophical M agazine  was adopted as the official “ organ ” o f th e  
S ection ,



T lie  T heosophical B ook D epot con tin u es its useful w ork o f  
d istr ib u tin g  the literature o f  the m o v e m e n t; there is  a steady and  
co n tin u o u s dem and from all parts o f  the country, w hich  augurs w ell 
for  the future o f  the S ocie ty  in N ew  Zealand.

In  A uckland and in  W ellin gton , afternoon m eetin gs for ladies, 
w ho are for the m ost part unable to com e to the Sunday even in g  
m eetin gs, have been started, presided  over by Mrs. Draffin in A u c k 
land, and by Mrs. R ichm ond in W ellin gton . T h ese  have proved  
h ig h ly  su ccessfu l, are held  m onthly , and the social e lem en t is in tro
duced  by “ afternoon tea ” fo llow in g  the address. T h e sam e elem en t  
h as also been  u tilised  by the h o ld in g  o f  very en joyable “ S ocia l ” 
m eetin gs in  A uckland  and in D uned in  ; in the latter case the Branch  
sh ow ed  its great appreciation o f  the serv ices o f  its  en ergetic  S ecre
tary, that old and earnest worker Mr. A . W . Maurais, w ho has done  
so  m uch for the cause in  N ew  Zealand, by m aking him  a p resen t
a tion  as a mark o f  their love and esteem .

D unedin  has done good work for the S ection  th is y e a r ; not 
o n ly  by its general activ ity , but by b r in g in g o u t g ifted  and d evoted  
w orkers— M iss C hristie, M iss H orne and Mr. Burn, m .a .—w hose  
lectu res and general work have aroused m uch interest, not on ly  in  
D un ed in , but iu  various ou tly in g  d istricts v isited  by them .

Christchurch I should  lik e to see  m ore active ; the e lem en ts are 
n ot sufficiently uniform  to ensure real so lid  progress.

In all the four ch ie f centres, A uckland , W ellin gton , C hristchurch  
and D unedin , public lectures are g iven  every Sunday n ight, w hich  
are also d u ly  advertised in the daily  press and in all the Brauches. 
B esides the lectures there are num erous active w orks w hose in fluence  
m aterially  assists th e labours o f  the speakers.

T h e “ G olden Chain ” m ovem ent is tak in g  a good  hold  o f  N ew  
Zealand : already we have thirty ch ildren  enrolled  in  it and a good  
m any m ore are com in g  in ; so that th is  u sefu l and in terestin g  acti
v ity  is lik ely  to have a good deal o f  in fluence iu  th is S ection .

On b eh alf o f the N ew  Zealand S ection , I b eg  to send  the heart
ie st fraternal greetin gs and good w ishes to the A nn ual C onvention  
assem b led  at Benares and to you  the P resid en t-F oun der o f th e  
S ociety , h op in g  that as in  the past the b less in g  o f  the M asters m ay  
b e w ith  you  in j  our deliberations, and fee lin g  that your m eetin g  
w ill be a centre o f  peace, harm ony, and prosperity for the T . S . 
through out the world.

C. W. S a k d k k s ,
General Secretary %



To ihe President-Founder, '/'.S . I  bave tlie honour to make 
the fo llow in g  report upon the present condition  and prospects of 
the F rench  Section  o f the T heosophical S ociety . I sh all begin with 
som e s ta tis t ic s :—

1. N am es and location o f new  Branches :
“ 1 / E ssor,” 2 1  A ven u e M ontaigne Paris, 17 / 12 / 1899 .
“ A na B ai,” 1 2 5 , Boulevard Chave, M arseilles, 27 / 6/ 1900.

2 . N am es o f Branches d isso lved  ... ... none.
3 . N am es o f  Branches revived ... ... ... none.
4 . T ota l num ber o f  Branches ... ... . . .  u
5 . N um ber o f  M em bers adm itted during the year ... 96
6 . „ „ resigned  „ „ ... 7
7 . „ „ deceased „ „ ... 2
y. „ of Branch M em bers ... ... ... 161
y. „ M em bers unattached ... . . .  88

10 . T otal m em bership  ... ... ... ... 249
1 1 . Increase o f m em bership during the year ... 86
1 2 . M agazines issued  : 1st L e  L otu s Bleu.

2nd L e  B u lle tin  Theosophique.
1 3 . B ooks or p am phlets issued  :

1 st, orig in a l: “ L a T h eosop h ie en Q uelques Chapitres,” 
par le  Dr. Pascal.

“ Qu’est-ce-que la T h eosop h ie ,” par Leon Clery.
“ C onferences au C ougres de 1900 ,” Mr. Chakravarti aud 

Mrs. A . B esan t.”
2nd, tra n sla ted : “ Le S en d er du D isc ip le ,” A. Besant.
“ La Mort et les E tats qui la S u iven t,” C. W . Leadbeater.
“ La T bSsophie et ses E n se ig n em eu ts,” A . Besant.
“ La V ision  des S ages de l’ln d e ,” J. C. Chatterji.
(C onference d onnee a Paris.)

T h e con d ition  o f  the T h eosoph ica l m ovem ent 111 France is very 
satisfactory. It is not from the p oint o f  v iew  o f th e num ber of its 
m em bers that it should  be judged , but rather from th e devotion of 
a large num ber o f them , and by the m arked in fluence which our 
d octrines are acquiring over the general th ou gh t o f  th e nation. 
Literature, philosophy aud relig ion  are gradually b ecom in g  impreg
nated w ith  the new  lig h t and one m ay thus follow , step  by step, the 
spread o f  the moral, the m ental and the spiritual in fluence of the 
T h eosoph ica l Society . W hen all our theosoph ists sh all know the 
power o f their heart-vibrations, when they  shall have learned that 
their thought, how ever isolated, how ever distant, h ow ever unsus
p ected  it m ay be, can continually  affect the hum an atm osphere, and 
g en tly  raise the race towards the h igh est stages o f  evolu tion , a great 
step  w ill then be m ade w ithin  a few years.

A n  im portant event to n otice is  the appeal m ade to  our dear 
M rs. A. B esant, by the D epartm ent o f  Public Instruction  o f the



Canton of* G eneva (Sw itzerland), that she would k ind ly  g ive, during  
th e  course o f  the W inter, tw o theosophical lectures in the great H all 
l ’A ula . Mrs. Besant, b e in g  ob liged  to reach India b y  the 15 th  
Septem ber, has been forced to d ecline the offer, but has su ggested  as 
a su b stitu te  Dr. Pascal, G eneral Secretary o f  the French  S ection . 
H e  has accepted and w ill give, on the 28th o f  N ovem ber, a first 
lecture on “ T h eosop h y  and its  T ea ch in g s,” and a second 011 the 1 st  
o f  D ecem ber on “ T h e R elations o f  T h eosop h y  w ith Science, P h ilo s
op h ies and R elig ion s.” A  third lecture w ill be g iven , finally, in  
an oth er hall o f  the city  011 “ T h e Proofs o f R e-incarnation

It is to be hoped that th is first official patronage o f  the th eoso 
p h ica l ideas, prom ulgated under their true nam es, at the U n ivers ity  
o f  Sw itzerland, w ill be the prelude o f  their adm ission  in to  the u n i
v ersitie s  o f  other countries. W e, theosoph ists, who b elieve in  the  
D iv in ity  incarnated in th e world to push 011 evolution , have uo  
doubt upon that point.*

For D r . T h . Pascal ,
Ch. B la h , J r ., P r iv a te  Secretary.

T H E  R E P O R T  O N B U D D H IS T  SC H O O L S FOR 1900 .

To thc President-Founder, 7\ S . :— It was in June that I assum ed  
the duties o f  m anagem ent. Mr. A. K. B uiiltjeus w ent 011 leave in 
Jauuary, and from that date onward to h is final retirem ent iu June  
Mr. D. S. S. W ickram aratna acted as G eneral M anager.

T h e resignation  o f  Mr. B uultjens, through ill-h ealth , is a serious  
lo ss  to our work. H e assum ed the resp onsib ility  o f  m anagem ent at 
a critical juncture, w hen the B uddhist educational m ovem ent was 
in its infancy, m eetin g  w ith  a strong opposition  that threatened its 
very  ex isten ce. For ten lon g  years, Mr. Buultjens gu ided  the 
efforts o f  the B uddhists w ith  consum m ate ab ility  and steady zeal, 
and, thanks to  h is able m anagem ent, our S ociety  to-day occupies a 
p rom inent and recognised  p osition  in the field o f  education in th is  
Island .

Our work for the past \*ear has been ou the w hole satisfactory, 
stead y  progress b ein g  v isib le  011 every side. M any new  schools  
lia v e  been opened ; attendance has con sequ en tly  increased ; and  
several schools have been registered for grants. A reference to the

* Inadvertently, of course, no mention is made of the holding of the Inter
national Theosophical Congress at Paris, June 24 to 28 inclusive, which was 
attended by Delegates from France, Gseat Britain, Germany, Holland, Belgium, 
Spain, Italy, Russia, the United States of America, and India, and was a great 
success in every respect. The chief credit for initiating the gathering is due to 
Commandant D. A. Courmes, our oldest French member and a devoted personal 
friend of the Founders, while its success was largely due to the exertions ot 
Dr. Pascal. M. Blech, M. Gillard and their associates. The President-Founder 
presided, and Mrs. Besant took an active part. The results of the Congress 
promise to be v e ry  important,—E d i t o r ,



fo llow in g  tabular statem ent w ill indicate the gradual expansion of 
our w o r k : -

1899 . 1900 .
N um ber o f  schools ... 134  150
N um ber o f  R eg ’d. sch oo ls 92 119
Total attendance . . . 15,490  18,400
G rants Rs. 2 0 .2 7 1 7 0  Rs. 24 , 168*88

N ew  schools opened during the year are : Western Province 
A sgiriya (Ver. G irls) ; H eneratgoda (Ver. G ir ls); H alugam  (Ver. 
B oys) ; K udagam m ana (Ver. B o y s ): Kalutara (E n g . B oys) ; Kalutara 
( Ver. Bovs) ; K aliyawadana (Ver. M ixed) ; Madabaurta (Ver. Boys); 
N aw ana (Ver. B oys) ; D odangoda (Ver. M ixed) ; D om bagoda (Ver. 
M ixed) ; H ebivana (Ver. M ixed) ; W etara (Ver. G irls) ; Dalupitiya, 
(E n g . B o y s ) ; D alupitiya (Ver. G irls) ; N araheupita, (Ver. M ixed ); 
M edem ula ( Ver. Boys). Southern P ro v in ce :— P olw atte (Ver. G irls); 
T otagom uw a (Ver. B oys) ; Beliatta (Ver. B oys). North-western 
Province Mawila (Ver. Boys). C entral Province :— L aggala (Ver. 
B oys) ; G am pola (T ra in in g  S c h o o l) ; Bem bija (N ig h t  S ch oo l) : 24 in 
all.

T h e fo llow in g schools have been registered forgrauts :— Madel- 
gom uva, A m banw ia, D alupitiya (E n g .). M ukalaugom uva, Polgaha* 
w ela, B oralesgom ew a, M oraketiyare, D iyogam a, G algana, Kudagam- 
m aua, K ussala, M eevitigam m ana, M adabawita, N agoda, Narawila, 
N araheupita, Polw atte (E n g lish ), R ukm ale, Raddoluwa, Uggalboda, 
Bandarawela, Dankanda, G am pola (T rain in g  S ch oo l), W idiyawatta:
24 in all.

A pp lications for the registration o f  tw enty-five sch oo ls are now 
before the E ducational Departm ent. N ew  b u ild in gs have been put 
up or ex is tin g  b u ild in gs ex ten d ed  at Polw atte, D odangoda, Diya* 
gam a, G algana, G auim ulla, H eneratgoda, Kataua, W ellawatta, and 
K adew idiya. A  spacious b u ild in g  is in course o f  construction at 
Kalutara N orth. I am glad  to state that our E n g lish  institutions 
are d oin g  good work. Mr. B u iiltjen’s retirem ent was certainly a 
great loss to  A nan da C ollege ; but thanks to the zealous and hearty 
co-operation o f a com petent staff, I have been able to m aintain the 
efficiency o f  the C ollege in an unim paired condition. Our num
bers are rapidly increasing. T h e curriculum  o f  studies includes, 
besides work prescribed for U niversity  and G overnm ent Exam ina
tions, such  practically  useful subjects as Draw ing, Shorthand, and 
B ook -keep ing , w hich  are taught free o f  cost to such stud en ts as are 
lik ely  to be benefited by them . Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, b. a . (Cantab.) 
has recently  jo ined  the C ollege as V ice-P rin cip al, considerably 
ad ding to the strength  o f  the staff.

Dharmaraja C ollege (K andy) w hich  was a source o f  considerable 
a n x iety  last year, has m ade very creditable progress under its 
n ew  Principal, Mr. C. S. Rajaratnam, b . a ,  T h e la s t  Government



exam in ation  w as a thorough  su ccess and th e work has elicited  
com m endation  from the C hief Inspector o f  th e  Central Province.

T h e  new  E n g lish  school at Kalutara has so far been a su ccess. 
I f  th e  B uddhists w ill on ly  u n ite  to support th e school, Mr. Faber, 
th e  H ead-M aster, w ill, I am sure, show  good resu lts in the near 
future.

T h e  E n g lish  sch oo ls at Badulla, M atale, and K urunegala have  
p assed  satisfactory exam in ations, but th e sam e cannot be said o f  
K atugastota, H atton , and A m pitiya. T h e Sangham itta (G irls) 
sch o o ls  had to be finally  closed  about the m iddle o f'th e  year. Our 
lea d in g  V ernacular schools, too, are d oin g  excellen t work, particu
larly  those at W ekada, K adew idiya, T an galle , G am pola, D ikw ela, 
K alutara N orth, and A taragalle. G am pola has recently  been  
registered  as a T rain ing  S chool, w hich, I hope, w ill in course o f  tim e  
rem ove the great d ifficulty now  exp erienced  o f  secu rin g  teachers for 
our schools. It g iv es m e m uch p leasure to  n ote that no less than 43 
o f  our V ernacular teachers obtained certificates th is  year.

C om ing to  finances, it w ill be seen  from the statistical sum m ary  
g iven  above that the total am ount o f  grants received  during the past 
year w as Rs. 24 , 168 .88. T h e  total exp en d itu re incurred by th e  
S o c ie ty  w as Rs. 3 4 ,254 .9 1 . From  lis ts  furnished by a m ajority o f  
loca l m anagers, I find, m oreover, that over Rs. 16,000 have been e x 
pended locally , in  m ost cases on bu ild in gs, repairs, &c. It w ill thu s be 
seen  that d uring  th e year under review  a sum ex ceed in g  Rs. 50,000 
has been spent by the B uddhists for the purposes o f  education.

M y predecessor’s Report for 1899 alludes to the am algam ation  
o f  the sch oo ls in th e K andyan D istricts w ith  those o f  the W estern  
and Southern Provinces, under one m anagem ent. T h is am alga
m ation , absolutely necessary to save the u p-country schools from  
to ta l collapse, in volved  the paym ent o f  large arrears o f  salary' due to  
th e  teachers o f  those schools. T h is  financial responsibility , under
taken  w ith  m ore gen erosity  than d iscretion , naturally m ade it 
d ifficult for the S ociety  to m eet th e ordinary leg itim ate dem ands 
u pon  its  exchequ er— a difficulty w hich  resulted, I fear, in grave d is
satisfaction  am ong the teachers in the W estern and Southern  
P rovinces, w hose salaries very often  could not be paid punctually . 
A  great effort w as, how ever, m ade to m eet th is em ergency, and in 
con seq u en ce, I am able to state that e v e n ’ school under m y 
m anagem ent has been paid up to date.

T h e A nnual F ancy Bazaar has been a su ccess th is year, th ou gh  
con trib u tion s from abroad have been d isappointing, ow in g  perhaps 
t o  the unusual dem ands m ade upon the public on b eh alf o f  the W ar 
an d  Fam ine funds. A s it was, th e F ancy Bazaar m ay w ell be said  
t o  have saved the situation , and great credit is due to their energetic  
friends* w ho worked it up so successfu lly . But I have reason to  
apprehend a large deficit n ext year. I w ould therefore exp ress the



earnest hope that th e n ex t F an cy  Bazaar m ay receive the heart}* 
support o f  our friends and w ell-w ish ers abroad.

T h e annual m eetin g  o f  Local M anagers and T eachers w as held  
on the 24th  o f  N ovem ber, w hen  great enthusiasm  prevailed. Over 
seven ty  representatives were present, and several im portant resolu
tion s were d iscussed  and adopted. It was decided  to introduce a 
uniform  system  o f relig ious (B u dd hist) education w ith  exam inations, 
in  all our sch ools, and to m ake “ result paym ents ” to teachers upon  
th e resu lts o f  the annual G overnm ent E xam in ation .

In conclusion  I have to  exp ress m y thanks to our friends and 
sym pathisers ; to th e Local M anagers, to  w hose d isinterested  efforts 
the success o f our work is greatly  due ; and to the In spectors and 
T eachers, w ho have perform ed their duties con scien tiously . M y best 
than ks are a lso due to Mr. D. S. S. W ickrem aratna, w ho acted  as 
General M anager during the first h a lf o f  the year, and has sin ce  
assisted  m e w ith  h is usual en ergy and zeal, and to the m em bers o f  the 
A dvisory  Board, w hose ready counsel has been alw ays o f  great 
service.

D. B. J a y a t il a k a , b .a .,
General M anager o f  B u ddhist Schools.

B U D D H IS T  P R E S S  R E PO R T .

To the President-Founder, T. S . I have the honor to subm it 
m y report o f  the Buddhist Press for the year en d in g  30th  N ovem ber  
1900 .

In m y report for the last year I had the pleasure o f  acquainting  
you o f  the steady progress in all the departm ents under m y control. 
It is gratify ing to see that I am again able to  inform  you that my 
work is in a h ig h ly  satisfactory condition.

W ant o f  proper accom m odation was m uch felt during the previous 
years and I was therefore not able to effect th e im provem ents 
necessary to m y satisfaction. I 11 Ju ly  last, thanks to th e indefatigable 
m em bers o fth e  Colom bo T. S., a new  w in g, on the property belonging  
to  the S ociety , has been added, to  w hich  the editorial offices of the 
Sandaresa  newspaper and the staff o f  com positors have been rem oved; 
leav in g  the Job Departm ent in the old prem ises.

T h e quad royal m achine im ported from E n glan d  and the other 
sm all m achines, together w ith  the gas en g in e by w hich  th e former 
is  worked, are all fitted up in the new  quarters.

Perhaps you  w ill be glad  to hear that th e circulation  of the 
Sandaresa  has increased stead ily  w ith in  the last year. W enow print  
4,000 copies each tim e. T h is num ber, in a sm all country lik e  Ceylon, 
is  indeed  very gratifying, exceed in g , as it does, the circulations of 
other papers.



T h e Jobbing* D epartm ent is fu lly  occupied  w ith  several im portant 
re lig io u s and classical works. I hope to issue them  as early  as 
p ossib le.

A s a n ovel departure in  th e art o f  S in h alese p rin tin g  I have  
tried  colour-printing, and I am glad  to  be able to  say  that I am  
satisfied  w ith  w hat was done (w ith  hardly any necessary m aterials  
at hand) in con n ection  w ith  the last Buddhist F ancy Bazaar.

I have been able to  add to our press th is year a branch for 
stereotyp ing . T h e work turned out is sp lendid. A  stereotyp in g  
branch w as a lo n g -fe lt  w ant in our press, and it has, d uring th e  few  
m on th s sin ce its  estab lishm ent, proved very useful and p aying, 
b esid es facilitating busin ess to a considerable ex ten t.

T h e E n g lish  D epartm ent is also d o in g  good  work, a lthou gh  I 
regret to  report poor progress in con n ection  w ith  our m onth ly  
m agazine, The B u ddh ist, through  lack o f  steady ed itorial help . 
Pecuniarily , m uch m igh t be exp ected  from th is departm ent by w ay  
o f  job  works and in p rin tin g  and issu in g  useful B uddhist w orks, 
i f  an y  European, A m erican or Indian  brother w ho sym pathises w ith  
our w ork, w ould  help  m e in g ettin g  a foolscap P laten m ach ine and a 
few  fonts o f  fancy type o f  assorted varieties.

My cordial thanks are due to all the m em bers o f  th e  staff, w ith 
ou t w hose efficient co-operation  th e present satisfactory condition  o f  
our affairs could  not have been expected .

H . S. P e r e r a ,
Manager.

R E P O R T  FROM  IT A L Y .

V ia  Somma C am pagna, 1 5 ,
R om e, December 8th , 1900 .

To the President-Founder, T .S . :— It is w ith  m uch pleasure that 
w e are able to send for the first tim e a report from the “ Central 
O ffice” o f  th e T h eosoph ical S ociety  in Italy, to the G eneral C onven
tion  o f  the T h eosoph ica l Society .

T h e op en ing  o f  a “ Central Office ” and a “ Bureau for P ub li
ca tion s aud Literature ” has been necessitated  by the d evelopm ent 
o f  our work during the past year. T here are, at present, four char
tered  L odges in Italy, three o f  w hich  have been form ed during th e  
p ast year, and the list o f  their m em bers is stead ily  increasing, nota
b ly  so in Rom e.

T h e translations are also adding to their num ber, and we have  
n o w  four good pam phlets in Italian  for distribution  ; the “ Path o f  
D isc ip lesh ip  ” and “ E soteric Buddhism  ” are also translated, and w e  
are ex p ec tin g  the “ A n cien t W isdom  ” and th e “ Inner Purpose o f  
th e  T h eosoph ical S o cie ty ,” from the printers.

A very decided  developm ent in interest in T h eosoph y is b ein g  
n oticed  in R om e, and m uch quiet activ ity  is g o in g  on, the result o f  
>vhich cannot be, at present, gauged ,



A  sm all reference library has also been opened  in the Central 
Office ; th e n ucleu s o f  the future S ection al library : th is  office and 
its  C om m ittee are purely tem porary in stitu tion s to  serve as a 
* C entre ’ round w hich  w ill grow  up th e “ Italian S ection  ” o f the 
T h eosop h ica l S ociety . D urin g th e past year m uch valuable help  has 
been  g iven  to  T h eosop h y  in Ita ly  by th e  lectures delivered by 
Mr. C hatteijee iu  R om e and F lorence. In April Mrs. Besairt lec
tured  in N aples, Rom e, and F lorence. T h e effects o f  her w ords are still 
lin g er in g  in the hearts o f those w ho heard her. Ita ly  g iv e s  many 
in d ications w hich  are very hopefu l, but your organ izing  Secretaries 
— dear Mr. P resident— feel that w ith  th e very peculiar conditions 
that ex ist here, it is  w ise to  have as litt le  in public print as is 
con sistent w ith  the active work your m em bers are carrying ou.

W e b eg  you  to con vey  to all our co lleagu es th e heartfelt greet
in gs o f  Italian m em bers, and ask our far-off Brothers to feel that 
here in Ita ly  w e are one w ith  them  in heart and work.

W ith  m ost cordial greetin gs, dear Mr. President, to  you , and to 
all w ho are w ith  you,

W e are your faithful C olleagues,
I sabel  Coo per-O a k l e y , 
Ca p t a in  O liv er a  Bo g g ian i.

For th e Central C om m ittee o f  the work in Italy.

E d . N ote  :— Mrs. O akley seem s to  have forgotten how  many 
than ks w e ow e to  Mrs. L loyd for her ex ce llen t p ioneer work, as, 
also, th e recent Italian tour o f  the P resident-F ounder.— E dito r .

R E P O R T  O N  T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .
To the P r e s id e n t - F o u n d e r In su b m ittin g  herew ith  m y report 

on th e  Oriental S ection  o f  the A dyar Library for th e current year, 
I b eg  to  state that nearly 900 M SS. have been added sin ce last year.

M y tour for th e year was confined to  Conjeeveram , Kalahasti, 
and Coim batore. D uring m y research I cam e across rare works, 
am ong w hich  w ere th e  V asugupta’s Sakti Sutras and Saiva Sutras, 
w ith  different com m entaries, and I have secured them  all for the 
Library.

U n til now  the British M useum  Library alone could  boast of an 
old  T e x t  o f  th e Sakti Sutras, w ithout com m entary. T h at Libraiy 
dem anded £20  for su p p ly in g  us w ith  a copy o f  the work. W e have 
now, however, that tex t in g o o d ‘order w ith  different commentaries.
I can safely  say tliat th is Library now  contains m ore than 200 rare 
M SS. that are not found in the “ C atalogus C atalogorum .”

T h e num ber o f  M SS. in the year 1892  was on ly  5 1 5 , but in the 
bourse o f  the past seven  years the num ber has com e up to  3 ,762, 
com prising 2,333  works. T h ese M SS. have been secured without any 
cost to th e Library.



Our than ks are due to M essrs. Ram aswam ier, T . Sadasiva A iyer, 
K . S. Subram ania Iyer and V aidyanathier, o f  Coim batore, and  
T . V isw anatha Y ogi, o f  K alahasti, for th is year’s su ccess in secu rin g  
rare and useful M SS.

W ith  th e additional estab lish m en t o f  a Pandit and a cop yist 
recen tly  sanctioned , w e hope to bring out a com plete list o f  all the  
M SS. in the Library w ithin  a few  m onths’ tim e.

R. A n a n t h a k r is iin a  S a str y .

E D U C A T IO N  O F T H E  P A N C H A M A S .

To the P residen t-F ou n der:— T h e Pancham a educational m ove
m en t, w’h ich  w as started by you  in 1895 , w ith  55  pup ils, has  
stea d ily  advanced, u ntil w e now  have three schools w ith  an atten 
d an ce o f  about 12 5  pup ils each ; and ground has ju st been  broken  
for another school, w ith  a prospect o f  100  pup ils to  open witfc. 
C alcu latin g  on the steady grow th o f  the three sch oo ls now  in  
operation , w e shall have over 500 pupils under tu ition  as soon as 
th is  sch oo l opens.

T h e eagerness w ith  w hich  these poor children pursue their  
stu d ies is really aston ish in g , and the resu lts ach ieved  at th e  
G overnm ent exam in ations show  a larger percentage o f  passes on the  
average than is found am ong European or caste schools.

T h e m oney for the estab lishm ent and up-keep  o f  th ese  schools  
h as beeu contributed by friends o f  the m ovem ent, nearly all o f  it 
co m in g  from E uropeans and A m ericans.

A s it is  m ore blessed to g iv e  than to receive, it is  to  be hoped  
that H in d u s w ill not alw ays let th is opportunity, o f  earning th e  
b less in g s  o f  the H o ly  O nes by conferring the b less in g  o f  education  
upon the low er classes about them , pass by. H ow  can any o f  us  
dare ask for b lessin gs from those above us, u n less w e are also earn
estly  seek in g  to confer b lessin gs upon those below  us ?

T h e educational course follow ed in th e schools is elem entary  
but useful, the p up ils b ein g  taken on ly  up to the Fourth  Standard. 
T h e object o f  th e m ovem ent is not to turn out clerks or professional 
m en , but on ly  to fit the Pariah children for such  k ind s o f  em p loy
m en t as are open to them , such as d om estic serv ice w ith  Europeans, 
ta lly -k eep ers in sm all bazaars, tim e-keep ers under contractors, 
teachers in Pancham a schools, p etty  sh opkeeping, local gu id es  
to  travellers, etc. Our teachers in our three sch oo ls are a ll 
o f  th is  com m un ity  and th ey  g ive  great satisfaction. B y d egrees  
th e  p eop le are com in g  to  know  o f  the great su ccess obtained  
in  all our three sch ools, and th ey  are ask in g  us to  open n ew  
sch o o ls  in their v illages. I should  not be surprised i f  th e  
m ovem ent should  spread w ith great rapidity and grow  in to  
one o f  prim e im portance. A  gentlem an o f  Europe gave to Col.



O lcott last sum m er the sum  o f Fes. 36,000 in cash for in vestm en t, 
th e  incom e earned by the capital to  be d ivided  b etw een  the  
A dyar Library' and th e Pancham a Education Fund, in the proportion  
o f  tw o-thirds and one-th ird  respectively. T h is  w ill g ive  th e sc h o o ls  
a fixed  in com e o f  about £ 2 2  per annum  or Rs. 26 per m en sem , 
en ou gh  to  pay the salary o f  one teacher.

W . A. E n g l ish .

B U D D H IS T  T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IE T Y ,

G a l l e , 1 2 th December 1900 .

Co lo nel  H . S. O lcott,
President-Founder, Theosophical Society , M adras.

S ir  t
I b eg to  send , herew ith , the A nnual R eport o f  the B uddhist  

T h eosoph ica l S ociety , G alle, for the year en d in g  3 1 st D ecem ber  
1900 , w ith  statem ent o f  accounts.

I b eg  to  rem ain,
Sir,

Yours obediently,
O. A . J a y a se k e r e ,

Secretary.

B U D D H IS T  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y ,

G a l l e , i 3th  December 1900 .

Re po r t ,
T h e work o f  th e S ocie ty  is confined to educational m atters. A ll 

th e schools under the m anagem ent o f  the S ocie ty  did fairly w ell at 
th e  last G rant-in-aid -E xam ination .

K atukurunda m ixed  school is registered  as a G rant-in-aid  school 
and w ill be exam in ed  in th e early part o f  n ex t year. W an t o f  funds 
prevents th e S ocie ty  from op en in g  a few  m ore sch oo ls in  parts where 
there are n o  schools.

Last year w hen C olonel O lcott was here, a fund w as raised for 
erectin g  a b u ild in g  for M ahinda C ollege. It is d eposited  in tile  
Chartered M ercantile Bank. A lth ou gh  C olonel O lcott m ade an 
application to  th e  G overnm ent A g en t o f  th e P rovince for a plot o f  
Crown Land adjoin ing the D angedara m ixed  school for a  sum o f  
R s. 250  and a lthough  h e recom m ended to th e G overnm ent th e grant
in g  o f  the land for th e purpose applied for, yet n o th in g  has been 
heard from G overnm ent officially .

O. A . J a y a se k e r e ,



To Collection by Col. H. S. j 
Olcott

To Interest from D. H. j 
Prolis I

To Interest from W. 1\ Gun- 1 
csekere ••• i

To arrears of Interest due ... j

5,845 93 >>
»

90 0 »

108 0
804 51

By

Total... ! 6,848 44

principal due on Bonds...
Do recovored 

Value of lands purchased. 
Allowance paid to Haber- 
ad owe 8chool 

Allowance paid to Dange- 
dera North 

Balance in the hands of 
Mr. Perera 

Balance in tlie hands of 
Mr. D. 0. D. S. Gunese- 
kere

Paid to Mahinda College.. 
Do for stamps to Mr. 
D.O.D.8. Gunesekere ...

Balance in C. M. Bank .

Total.

2,100 0
1,116 0

975 0

110 0

90 0

200 0

496 0
70 0

200 0

1,491 44

6,848 44

G a i.t .k ,  14M Dccanber 1900.
T. D. S. A m a b a s l r i y a .

S tatem en t o f  M ah inda College bu n d .

Decoin ber 14. 1900 
To amount of collections by 

Col. H. S. Olcott from June 
1899

„ Amount of Interest receiv
ed from C. M. Bank

5,392

83

Total... I 5,476 15

June 2nd, 1899, By paid for a 
cheque book 1 25

June 12th, 1899, By paid ex
penses for J une collections „. 37 0

August 17th, 1899, By paid 
Mahinda College 347 19

August 31st, 1899, By paid 
Kandy College a loan to Mr. 
Hack ••• 500 0

September 23rd, 1899, By paid 
expenses for August nnd 
Sept. collections 60 0

September 23rd, 1899, By paid
07

64
Bank postage 

December 14th, 1900, By paid 
Balance iu C. M. Bank ...

0

4,530

Total... 5,476 15

G a l l e , 14th D e c e m b e r  1900.
T* D. S> A m a r a s u r i y a .



T h e celebration o f  the T w enty-fifth  A nniversary o f  the T h e o s o 
phical S ociety  was held  at Benares, on th e even in g  o f  D ecem b er  
28th  in the Central H in d u  C ollege H all, w hich  w as b ea u tifu lly  
decorated for the occasion , and c losely  packed w ith  eager lis te n e rs . 
T h e President-F ounder occupied  th e chair and m ade the o p e n in g  
speech , in w hich he referred to th e b eg in n in g  o f  the m o v em en t, 
tw enty-five years ago, aud traced its stead y grow th up to  th e  
present, through the storm s and trials w hich  have tried the h e a r ts  
o f its m em bers. H is  rem arks w ere h ig h ly  appreciated.

T h e President then  se lected  certain gen tlem en  as cap ab le o f  
testify in g  to the spread o f  the m ovem ent in their several lo c a lit ie s ,  
w ho addressed the m eetin g , v is . ; first, for N orthern In d ia , t h e  
H onourable N orendro N ath  S en , E ditor o f  the In dian  Mirror,\ w h o s e  
courageous, pub lic advocacy o f T h eosoph y, through ev il report a n d  
good report, for a lo n g  period o f  tim e, has w on th e  esteem  o f  a ll  
Indian m em bers o f  th e  T . S.

For South  India, Mr. K. N arayanasw am y A iyer, S ou th ern  
Provincial Secretary. H is en thu siastic  rem arks w ere lou d ly  a p 
plauded.

For the Parsi com m unity, Mr. J. N . U nw alla, m . a . .  P rincipal o f  
Sam aldas C ollege, Bhavnagar, w ho n ex t read a scholarly a d d r ess  
011 the progress o f  T heosoph y am ong h is people.

For Europe as a w hole, Mr. Bertram  K eightley , G eneral S e c r e 
tary o f th e  Iudian S ection , was called  upon, and drew an im p ress iv e  
contrast betw een th e indifference felt for T h eosoph y in E u ro p e  
tw enty-five years ago, and the present w idespread interest.

Mr. F. T . Brooks o f B russels n ex t gave an in teresting  a cc o u n t  
o f  the grow th o f  the m ovem ent in B elgium  and France.

T o Mrs. Iyloyd, w ho rendered m ost im portant service in  t h e  
b eg in n in g  o f  the Italian  m ovem ent, w as assigned  the duty o f  t e l l in g  
the m eetin g  how  th in gs had developed  in tliat w orld-centre o f  
C hristianity.

T h e clo sin g  speech  o f  the ev en in g  was m ade by Mrs. B esan t, 
w hose fervid utterances w ere listen ed  to w ith m ost profound a tte n 
tion and follow ed by prolonged  applause.

Mr s . B E S A N T ’S L E C T U R E S.

T h e op en ing  lecture o f  Mrs. B esaut’s course was g iven  iu th e  
Central H in d u  C ollege H all, on the ev en in g  o f  D ecem ber 26th, h er  
subject b ein g , “ T h e Four A shram as,” N o  b rief report could d o  
ju stice  to  her powerful discourse, w hich , togeth er w ith  th e  three  
subsequent ones, “ T em ples, P riests and W orship ,” “ T h e  Caste 
S y stem ,” and “ W om anh ood,” w ill soon be issued in book form.

T h e lecturer said she sh ou ld  try to put forth the an cien t Indian



id ea l, in sad and bitter contrast w ith  the degraded present as it now  
ex ists . India can rise on ly  b y th e  greatness o f her sons. Part o f  
In d ia  is determ ined not to  m ove at all. T h at m eans, death. T h e  
sp irit o f  th e  age is th e D iv in e im pu lse a lon g  th e road o f  E volu tion .

T h e  problem  is  to  preserve Indian sp irituality  and add to it  
ev e ry th in g  w hich  any other nation has to  g ive  w hich  is o f  value.

B ein g  interrupted by prolonged  applause, Mrs. B esant s a id : 
“ W ill any o f  you g ive  your lives for India, in stead  o f  th e  m ere  
ap plau se o f  your hands ? ”

E ducation  should  deal w ith  th e sp iritual, th e  em otional, th e  
in te llectu a l and th e p hysical. M odern education  con sists m ain ly  in  
th e  developm en t o f  the in tellectual.

H o w  m any realise th a t m an really  su cceed s on ly  as he ra ises  
o th ers a lon g  w ith  h im self.

T h e fourfold system  o f  education  is pursued in all th e lead in g  
E n g lish  U niversities, R elig iou s exerc ises are h eld  every m orning. 
O n  th e w alls o f  these b u ild in gs are inscribed  the nam es of those w ho  
h a v e  m ade their lives g lorious by n oble deeds iu the serv ice o f  
h u m an ity , and great attention  is paid to  p hysica l train ing, a lon g  
w ith  the in te llectu a l work.

S h e sp oke o f  the d ecreasing stature o f  H in d us, in loca lities  
w h ere too early m arriages prevail, and reprim anded their ignorance  
of, and indifference to, p hysio log ica l law s.

In her second  lecture, 011 “ T em ples, Priests and W orship ,” sh e  
sp o k e  o f  th e  im portance o f  right re lig iou s ideals and o f  their proper 
exp ression  in true w orship, and referred to the ap palling degrada
t io n  w hich  is  now  m anifest in the conduct o f  m any o f  the H in d u  
T em p les.

In  her third lecture, on “ T h e Caste S ystem , ” sh e said  that 
ch a n g es in social system s m ust be m ade w ith  great forethought, 
an d  that w e should  carefully d istin gu ish  betw een essen tia ls and non- 
essen tia ls . T h e princip les o f  caste are clearly  stated in the Gita. 
T h e y  are fundam ental and natural d iv ision s o f  p eop le in to four classes, 
an d  represent the different stages in  th e paths o f  evolution  a lon g  
w h ich  hum anity  travels. In countries w here there is 110 definite  
caste , w e find that th e  sam e fundam ental d ifferences in  characteris
t ic s  ex ist  am ong th e  people. T h e easiest position  lies w ith  th e  
lo w e s t  class, and the duties increase as the grade advances. T h e  
su b tle  bodies a lso  differ am ong the four castes, and depend upon  
h ered ity , largely.

Men used to  look  on birth not as a m atter o f  chance, but a 
m atter o f  karm ic law. T h ese  m ultitud inous su b-castes result from  
m a n ’s pride, selfishn ess and separateness. T h e Brahm ana w alls  
h im s e lf  around w ith  barriers and is indifferent to  th e welfare o f  
th o se  below  him . W hen man asks for p riv ilege, forgetful o f  duty, 
resen tm en t grow s up instead  o f  love. V anity  and th e  spirit o f  
ex c lu siv e n e ss  is com m on am ong the Brahm anas. I^et us try to



recogn ise the u se o f  th e original fourfold d iv ision s and try to 
ign ore  th e  n on -essen tia l snb-di v isions. Inter-m arriage and inter - 
d in in g  am ong all Brahm anas should  be recom m ended. Transition  
from on e o f  the low er castes to a h igher is not to  be recom m ended. 
One sh ou ld  ch eerfu lly  accept the body on e is born in, w ith  its atten
dant Karma, and try to be w orthy o f  a better one n ex t tim e.

O u tcasting  was practised to  preserve th e purity o f the caste, 
but w ho are now  fit to  be th e  proper ju d g es in th ese  cases. 
O ne m ay now  outrage every p rin cip le o f  m orality yet not be out- 
casted, i f  h e keep up the outer form s ; yet, i f  a y o u n g  man travel 
abroad to  get an education, h e  m ay  be at once outcasted, or he may 
n ot—it seem s now  to be a m ere m atter o f  chance. A ccord ing to 
the ignorance o f  the sub-castes is the cruelty o f  th e ou tcasting . In 
th e  far past, H in d u s were accustom ed to travel freely in distant 
lands.

A ll th e  nations o f  the world are b eg in n in g  to in term in g le, one 
w ith  another and enjoy the benefits to  be derived from associa
t in g  w ith  each other. O ther nations are g e ttin g  m uch from Iudia, 
w hy do you Indians sh ut you rselves off from others ? Such asso
ciation prom otes Brotherhood. W hen w ill you  recogn ise m erit and 
dem erit, instead o f  fo llow in g  prejudice and ignorance ? The 
thoughtfu l, the relig ious, should  mark out th e lin e  o f  life  and walk 
in it.

O utside all caste there are thousands and m illion s o f  human  
b ein gs w ho are u tterly n eg lected  and looked down upon. H induism  
is b ein g  slow ly  underm ined by C hristian ity and Is la m ism : i f  this 
continues, H induism  w ill s in k  low er and lower. W ould  it n ot be 
w iser for H in d u s to d ev ise som e m eans o f  treatin g  th ese p eop le in 
a different m anner, and recogn ise m erit w herever it m ay be found ? 
W e should try to  recogn ise th e use o f  the ancient social systen i, in
stead o f fo llow in g  the m ere burlesque o f  it w hich w e see at present. 
Let the truly learned take th is m atter in hand ; let the learned lead, 
and let the ignorant follow.

\V e regret that w e have no notes o f  the last lecture.



RECEIPTS, Amount. EXPENSES. Amount.

Balance on 25th December 
1899

Interest on Mortgage of Rs. 
5,000 with Messrs. Thomp
son and Co., @ 10J°/o per 
annum, for one year from 
December 1899 to Novem
ber 1900, at a monthly 
interest of Rs. 43-12

Rs.

25,113

525

A.

8

0

P.

7

0

Amount to the Headquarters 
Fund transferred from the 
interest, to meet the current 
expenses

Do do do

Rs.

43

594

A.

12

15

P.

0

7

Interest from the Post Office 
Savings Bank on Rb. 10-0-9 
for 1899-1900

638 11 7

0 3 0 Balanoo loaned on securities... 25,000 0 0

Total Bs... 25,638 11 7 Total Rs... 23,638 11 7

ANNIVERSARY FUND.

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSES. Amount.

Rs. A. p. Rs. A. IV
Balanoe on 25th December Cost of feeding at the caste

1899 18 9 3 kitchen 441 3 9
Mr. Pagra Rao Naidu, Balance paid to Pandal Con

Bezwada, for 1898 5 ( 0 tractor 13 8 0
Mr. T. Seshachela Rao 1 t 0 Cost of feeding at the
Dr. J. Edal Behram, Surat European table 102 4 0

Contributions for 1899. 35 ( 0 Printing Anniversary Reports 459 4 8
Chittoor BrunchT. 8. do... 20 ( 0 Extra servants Engaged 10 0 0
Mr. A. S. Yaidianatha Iyer Postage and Telegrams 29 1 6

Contribution for 1899. 10 0 0 Printing and Stationery 3 9 9
Nnmakal Branch T. S. do... 10 0 0 Loan from the Headquarters
Hope Lodge T. 8., Colombo Fund returned 60 0 0

Contribution for 1899 30 0 0 Sundries 30 5 3
Sivaganga Branch T. S. do... 10 0 0
Mr. E. Des»i do... 15 0 0
The Salem Branch T. S. do .. ! 10 0 0
Bezwada do do... I 5 0, 0
Karur do do...] 5 0 0
Palghat do do... 9 u o'
Narasarnopet do do...| 5 r 0
Gooty do do...| 15 0 0
Vedaraniam do do... 5 0 0
Parsi visitors from Bombay

Contribution for 1899. 50 0 0
Bala Samaj at Cocanada do , 5 0 0
Mr. S. K. Subroya Chettiar,
Salem.Contribution for 1899.! 5 0 0

Mr. A Sabhapathi Moodeliar
Contribution for 1899. 5 0 0

Mr. Kotiah Chetty Garu,) 
Nellore, Contribution for

1899. 5 0 0

Carried over.. 279 1 3 Carried over... 1,199
*

11

F



RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSES. Amount•

Rs. A. P.
'

Bs. A P.

Brought forward... 279 1 3 Brought forward... 1,199 4 9

Mr. C. Ramiah Garu, Nellore,
Contribution for 1899. 2 0 0

Mr. B. Ranga Reddy, Nellore, i
Contribution for 1899. 5 0 0 i

Vedachela Mudr., Chingleput, i
Contribution for 1899. 6 0 0

Dr. M. R. Jaganatha Raju do 3 0 0
Mr. Venkatesa Iyer do 2 0 0
„ U. Venkata Rao, Salem do 5 0 0 1

Bala Samaj at Bezwada do 5 0 0 i
Periakulam Branch T. S. do 4 0 0 i
A Member of tbe T. S. do 1 8 0 ,
Mr. B. Panchapacresa Sastri

Contribution for 1899. 1 0 0
A Member of the T. S. do... 1 0 0 •
Mr. V. C. Seslia Charrinr,

Mylapore, Contribution for
1899. 15 0 0

Mr. Balachandra Iyer do... 2 0 0
„ A. Nanjundappa, Cudda*
pah. Contribution for 1899. 10 0 0 i

Mr. V. Padmanabiah do 3 0 0
„ K. S. Subramani Iyer do 2 0 0
„ V. Balaramiah Garu do 2 0 0
„ A. Nilakanta Sastrial do 10 0 0
„ D. Purushottam Garu do 2 0 0 1

The Royadrug Branch T. S. i
Contribution for 1899. 5 0 0

A friend do 1 0 0 i
Mr. K. P. Perrazu, Cocanada,

Contribution for 1899. 20 0 0
Mr. B. G. Bodenkar do... 2 0 0
„ Ramachandriah do... 1 0 0 i
„ M. V. K. do... 3 0 0
„ A. Hanumantha Charlu

Contribution for 1899. 2 0 0 * (
Mr. Ramakrishna Iyengar do 1 0 0 \
„ Raghava Charlu do 1 ol °l„ S.V. do 1 0; o
„ R. Giri Row do 3 0I 0 1

The Awakener of India do 2 0 0 !
Mr. Sanjiviah do 2 0 0
A friend from Conji do 1 0 0 I
Mr. A. K. Sitamma Sastri do 2 0 0 1
„ Sundararaja Rao & a friend

Contribution for 1899. 1 12 0
Dr. A. Marques for Aloha |

T. S. Contribution for 1899. 30 0 0
Countess C. Wachtmeister do 100 0 0
Mr. D. Gostling, Bombay, do 124 0 0
The Adyar Lodge T. S. do 20 0 0
Sir S. Subramanier do 100 0 0
Mr. M. Singaravelu Mudr. do 5 0 0
„ A. Kamaswami Sastrial

Contribution for 1899. 7 0 0

Carried over... 514 8 0 Carried over... 1,199
i

9



RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSE. Amount.

Brought forward...

Mr. V.K. Desika Charriar j 
Contribution for 1899. 

„ C. K. Chinnasami Iyer duj 
„ V. Suudram Iyer do: 
„ V. Cooppuswami Iyer do. 

Bangalore Cantonment T. S.
Contribution for 1899.J 

Coimbatore Branch T. S. do j 
Mr. V. Vasudeva Iyer do 1 

„ A. Saptarishi Iyer and 
Mr. B. Siva Rao Contribu-, 

tions for 1899.- 
Mr. T. Chidambara Row do 
Masulipatam Branch Secy, do 
Amount received for private.

huts. Convention of 1899 
Donation from guests 
Loan recovered from the 

Library Fund 
Loan received from the Head

quarters Fund 
Annual Daes of Mr. R. K.

Modi’s wife 
Annual from Mr. K. V. Dvi- 

vedi, Mombasa 
Annual T. W. Williams, Esq., 

Loudon

Rs.

514

5
1
I
5

2 0
1 0
5

3 
5

1 0

28
4

1 0 0

320

1 0

5

15

A.

0 , 0  
8  0  
0  
0

Total Rs...; 1,343

Brought forward,.

Balance... 

Total Rs...

Rs. A. 

1,199 4

1,199
143

4111 
1 2  4

1,343 1 3



HEADQUARTERS FUND.
1900.

RECEIPTS.
1

Amount.
1

EXPENSE. Amount.

Rs. A. P. Rs.
1

V.P.

Bn lance on 25th December Food expense for guests 141 I5'l 0
185)9 1,329 0 5 Postage and telegrams 147 1 6

D o n a t i o n s . Printing and stationery 77 810
Mr. Peter D’Abrew, Colombo 5 0 0 Repairs and construction 375 9 0
„ 11. Nagasa Rao, Bezwada. 2 0 0Travelling expense 64 14 9
„ E. Annas wain i Iyer, Tri* Stable expenses 927 .0 4
vellore 1 0 0Sundries 2,156 1 7

Mr. I*. Nanjunda Naidu, 1 Establishment charges 2,367 ol) 0
Hassan 3 1 0 0Loan given to Anniversary

„ I). Nowroji, Bombay ... 3 0 0 Fund 320 ol 6
„ E. Annamalai Mudaliar.. 1 0 0Loan given to Library Fund.. 270 0: u
,, Anantarai Nattiji Mehta, Do returned to Library Fund 250 °i

0
Bhaunagar 84 o 0

A friend tkrougli English ... 3 1 c 0
Lala Hari Krishna Das, 1

Lahoro 12 o 0
Miss Ida It. Patch, Donation. 45 11 0
Miss Elena Adolfovna, Italy

JtoO (Donation for Col.’s
Travelling Fund, but lent
to Headquarters) 750 01 0

Mr. C. Sambiah, Subn. for 3
months ]9 8 0

Entrance Fees and annual
Dues 60 9 0

Recovery of loans to other
funds 9 4 0 0

Interest on mortgages and
Deposits 641 6 7

Sale of garden produce 175 7 9
Recovery of advance for rice

distribution 565 2 2
Sundries 3 0 0
25 ° / 0 Dues from Sections:
European Section, T. S. 521 8 4
American do 1,203 6 3
New Zealand do 111 14 0
Australian do 197 10 3
Scandinavian Section 399 13 0
Dutch do 148 12 11
French do 170 0 0
Indian do 1,919 7 0
Buenos Aires Branch 33 2 9

7,097 13 6

! Balance... 1,405 9 11
Total Rs,..i 8,503

7 5 Total Rs... 8,503 7 5



1900.

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSE. Amount.

Rs. A. P. Rs. |A.'P.

Balance on thc 25th Deer. ’99. j 226 15 10 Establishment chargcs ...' 8221 3 6
D o n a t i o n s . Purchase of Books ...! 423 i ; 0

Mr. T. Murugesa NadarJ Binding chargcs 6814 O

Tranqueb»»r ...{ I O C 0 0 Subscription to Periodicals... 3H 4 0
Mr. R. Sooria Row Naidu, Freight & Postage 24 13 6

Vizagapatam 20 o 0 Sundries 105 4 3
Mr. A. Venkatakanniah, Na- Loans returned 495 0 0

makal 1 4 0
Mr. A. Schwarz, Colombo ... 100 0 0
Sir S. Subramanier, Mylapore 100 0 0
Rt. Hon. the Earl of Mex-

borough 78 12 (

Mr. Geo. Tubbs 73 14 7
Mr. C. Sambiah, Mylapore ... 19 8 0
An F. T. S. of Burma for

whole year j 600 0 0
Mr. A. 8chwarz 1 30 0 0
Loan received from H.S.O.’s

Private Fund 195 0 0
Loan received from Head 1

quarters Fund 27( 0 0
Loan recovered from Head

quarters Fund 251 0 0
Anon. 20 0 0
Interest on P. 0. Savings

Bank 0 3 0

3,970 8 3

Balance... 115 1 2

Total Rs.... 2,085 9 5 Total Rs.... 2,059 9 5

T. SUBBA SOW MEDAL FUND.

RECEIPT. Amount. EXPENSE. ' Amount.

Rs. A.Ip. Rs. A. P.

Balance on 25th December
1

Cost of making a Gold Medal 51 6 0
1899 1,246 6|io Do. Engraving on it 3 0 0

Interest from P. 0. Savings 1 51 6 0
Bank a/e for 1899-1900 ... 38 9 0 Balunce Rs.... 1,230 9 10

Total Ra.... 1,284 15! 10
1

Total Rs,... 1,284 15 10



HKCEIPT. Amount. EXPENSE.
i
i Amount.
1

Rs. A.
l
P. Rs. A. P.

Balance ort 25th December White Lotus Day Expense ... 23 . 3 6
1891 203 0 1

Donations. Balance ... 338 0 6
Mr. T. P. Srivenkateswaralu,

Cocanadu 2 0 0 —
TL« Dutch SectionT.S.4,'7-1-8 106 4 0

— — Total Rs... 361 4 0

Total Rs... 361 4 0
1 1

FOUNDERS FUND.

RECEIPT. J Amount. EXPEN8E. Amount.

Rs. A. 1’. Rs. A. P.

An F. T. S. in Paris Dona Discount chnrged by Madras
ted Fes. 36,0,10 Converted Bank for purchasing Pro-
into Sterling (a'1 25 Fc?. Notes ^ 50 13 7
|»er Pound, amounting to Do. Do for cashing a

1,431-16-4 (ttJ Rs. 15 per cheque on London and W.M.
Pound 21,477 4 0 Bank, Limited 161 6 5

Renewal Fee allowed by the Amount Advanced for the
Madras Bank 1 0 0 Accumulated interest on

Premium allowed on 3 p. c.. Government Securities 266 O O
Government Pro.-Notes _
for Rs. 10,000 in the safe 478 4 O
custody of the Madras Balance Rs.... 22,000 O O
Bank (the remaining Rs. —__
12,600 Pro.-Notes of 3 p. c.. Total Rs... 22,478 4 O
having been transferred to
Messrs. Thompson and Co.) 1,000 0 0

Detail ok the Balanc e.
ES. A. P.

On Mortgage with
Messrs. Thompson
&Co., Madras, Rs.12,000 0 0

3 per cent. Govern
ment Pro-Notes
in the safe custody
of the Madras
Bank, Rs. ...10,000 0 0

i
Total Rs...22,000 0 0

Total Rs... 22,47S 4
! 0

J



T- 8. PRESIDENT'S TOUR FUND.

RECEIPTS. Amount. EXPENSE. Amount.

Rs. A. p. Rs. A. P.

Babu Narendra Nath Mitter, Discount charged by Madrat
Calcutta 50 0 0 Bank 1 1 0

Babu Rasbihari Mukerji .. 200 0 0 Outfit 326 3 0
Rani Mrinalini of Pikapara... 200 0 0 Ticket, Madras to Tuticorin... 13 14 0
Sirdar Umrao Singh, Lahore. 200 0 0 Do Tuticorin to Colombo. 19 0 0
Dr. Balkishna Kaul do ... 100 0 0 Do 2nd Class to Naples .. 280 0 0
Babu Daya K. Kaul do ... 100 0 0 Postage, Telegrams, Ac. 47 6 0
Rai Bishamber Nath do ... 15 0 0 Travelling Expenses in 10
Lala Suraj Bhan do ... 10 0 0 European Countries 1,891 7 0
Dr. A. Marques, Honolulu ... 105 0 0 Return ticket to Colombo
Mr. A. E. Royle, thro. Mr. (2nd Class).. 420 0 0

Scott 30 0 0 Do to Madms 50 0 0
Sir S. Subramania Iyer, Myla Sundry Expenses on Steamer. 27 8 0

pore 100 0 0 Harbour Dues 9 12 0
Mr. Jehangir Sorabji, Hyder.

abad (Deo.) 28 0 0
„ V. Cooppuswami Iyer,

M.A. 17 0 0
„ A. Ramachandra Row,

Bangalore 100 0 0
„ A. Nilakanta Sastri 10 0 0
,, V. Yengu Iyer, Palghat. 15 0 0 %
„ Janardhan S. Gadgil ... 25 0 0
„ V. C. Sesha Chariar ... 50 0 0
„ B. Jotindramohan Tagore 100 (* 00
,t K. Perraju, Cocanada . 10 0 0

Dr. J. E. Behram, Surat 100 0 0]
Mr. T. M. Sundrum Pillai ... 10 0 0

„ D. Gostling, Bombay ... 100 0 0
Babn Dharmsi Gokul Das .. 50 0 0
Mr. A. Singaravelu Mudr. .. 11 13 0

„ B. S. Ramaswami, Salem. 10 0 0
R. B. Sooria Row Naidu,

Vizagapatam 75 0 0
Babu Neel Comul Mukherji. 20 0 0
Mr. J. M. Boys, Mangalore... 20 o 0
K. B. N. D. Khandalvala .. 30 0 0
Dorabji Desabhoy 50 0 0
Mr. P. Naraina Iyer, Madura. 10 0 0

J. L. Pagi, Lucknow ... 10 0 0„ A. Ramasami Snstri . 5 0 0A m ount subscribed on the
Continent... 612 0 0Do do in United King

dom... 516 0 c
Countess Wachtmeister 450 0'! c
Amount collected by Mr. A.

Fullerton, from American
Section T. S. for Tour of
1901 in £90-1-8 1,351 4 c

3,086 S1 0

Balance... 1,809 14I 0

Total Rs... 4,896 1 c Total Rs... 4,896 1 0



Dear Sir and Brother :—In accordance with Rule 20 of fche Rules a t periled 
Society’s accounts should be oertified annually by auditors, wo have oarefully ega* 
December 1900 and have found them oorreet. The several items of receipts and 
remitted the money, and in the latter oase by reoeipts from the parties who reoeived

We beg to suggest for the favourable consideration of the President th a t a 
for the entry nf loans and advanoes recovered from servants and other borrower*, in 
advances outstanding at the end of the year may be seen at a glauoe,

Account cw re iit o f  Thcosophical Society f o r  the p er io d  J rom

Receipts.

Particulars of Receipts.
By Cash.

Balance on 26tli December 1899.
Permanent Fund
Anniversary do
Library do
Headquarters do
Subba Row Modal do
White Lotus do
President Founder’s do ...
Founders do

• Total...

Receipts in 1900.

Permanent Fund
Anniversary do
Library do
Headquarters do
ftubba Row Modal do
White Lotus do
President Founders’’ do
Founders' Fund do

Total...

Detail of Balances in different

Rs. A.

525 3 
904 

1,123 
6,522 

38 
108 

4,896 
22,478

P.

By transfer.

36,596

Funds on the 20th Deer. 1900.
RS. A. p.

Permanent Fund 25,OCX) 0 0
Anniversary do 143 12 4
Library do 115 1 2
Headquarters do 1,405 9 11
Subba Row Medal

Fund 1,2.30 9 10 
White Lotus do 338 0 6
President Founders*

Tour Fund 1,809 14 O: 
The new Founders’

Fund 22,000 0 0 '

LO

Total Rs. 52,042 15 9 !

Rs. A. P.

Total.

Rs.

25,113
18

226
1 , 3 2 9

1,246
253

420 0 0
735 0 0
652 3 2

1,807

28,187

525
1,324
1,858
7,174

38
108

4,896
22,478

A.

Grand Total.

P. Rs. P.

38,403 13

1 1
28,18: 1 1

38,403

66,591 6 6

1 3



by the General Council at tbe Convention of Dooembor 1897, enjoining that tho 
mined tho accounts of the Sooiety for the period from 20th Decoin ber 1899 to 20th 
expenditure are supported, in the former case by letters, &o., from the parties who 
the payments and by acoonnts signed by Col. Olcott for Bazaar purchases, £o.

separate column, both in the debtor (receipt) and creditor (expenditure) side be opened 
the former, aud of loans and advances given, iu the letter, so that tho loans and

2 5 th December 1899 to 2n d  December 1900 ,

O u t l a y s .

Particulars of Outlays. j

1
By Cash. By transfer. | Total. Grand Total.

tts. A. P. Ks. A.
| P *

Rs. A. P. Rs. A. ip -Permanent Fund 638 11 7 ... 038 11 7 !
Anniversary do 1,199 4 11 ...

l o
1,199 4 11

Library do 1,455 8 3 515 0 1,970
0,097

8 3
Headquarters do 5,423 2 0 1,074 n\ 0 13 0 1
Subba Bao Medal do 54 0 0 54 0 0
White Lotus do 23 3 0 23 3 0
President* Founder’s tour do 3,086 3 0 • •• 3,080 3 0 i 1
The Founders’ do 478 4 0 ... 478 4 0

14,548 6 Q
Total . 12,358 U ! 9 a,189 11 0 14,548 0 9

Jt

Balance of
Amount lent to Babu Krishna

Row and brother 10J °/„ on
mortgage of lands in the North-
West Provinces 20,000 0 0

Amount lent to Mr. O. Cunda-
sawmy Mudaliar, his brother i
and his minor sons, on mortgage 1
of buildings at 10fr per cent. ... 5,000 0 0 f

Do in 0 per cent. 1 12,000' 0 o i 1
Deposit.—

Do in 3 per cent. Government 1 j
Promissory Notes, in safe 1 ( •
custody at Madras Bank ... 10,000 0 0

Madras Bank, as per pass book ... 757 5 0 1

President. Founders’ Tour Fund ! 1 1
with Col. Oloott in Madras j 1

Bank 458 10 0 i

Do London and Westminster j r
Bank £90-1-8 1 1 |1 1,351 4 0

Post Office Savings Bank deposit. ! j 1 1RS. A. P. ,
Permanent Fund 10 3 9 1
Anniversary do 3 2 0 I
Headquarters do 9 0 0 i*
Library do 6 0 9 i 1
8nbba Row Medal 1 1,259 0 0 !

Fund 1,230 0 0 
Cash in London and Westminster

1 ;
' i

Bank, Limited in the name of j 1
I I

H. S. Olcott £35-1-6 at 16 Rs. 1 I
and the balance £ 33-15 at Rs. I , 1 j
15 per £. 1 1* 1 527 7 0

Postage stamps Rs. 10 0 0 |  
and cash 679 5 3)

1 i
j 089 5 3 52,042 16 9

Total Rs...
i

00,591 6 0

20th December 1900.
G

C. SAMBIAH.
s , V. BANGASWAMI AIYANGA$,Cj



PAHCHAKA EDUCATION FUND. 
1900.

RECEIPTS. Amount.

Rs. A. P

2 0
1 0
5

2 0

1,500

1 0

750

50

1 0
2

25
1 0

1

Balance on 25th Dec. 1899. 7,490 
Donations: .

Mr. A. K. Sitarama Sastn.j 
Cuddapah 

Babu Govinda Das, Benares..
Mrs. Annie Besant do 
Mr A. Schwarz, Colombo 

. D. Gostling, Bombay 
An European F. T. S., 2nd̂  

gift by cheque 
Amount collected by Dr.

E n g l is h  for b o y s  .J
Mr. V. K. Desikachamar, 

Periakulam •••
Mr. E. Annaswami Mudelliar, 

Trivellore ••
Miss Elena Adolfovna, Milano,

£50
Miss Lilian Edgar, m .a . ,  k .t .s ., 

Australia t
Rao Bahadur R. Suna Row 

Naidu, Vizagapatam ..
A friend through Dr. English.
Mr. J. Stcherbatchoff, Ceylon.
Mr. C. Wrenn, Madras 
M r. Campbell
Part Loan recovered from the 

Library Fund out of Rs.
1,200 given ••

Part Loan recovered from the 
Theosophic  Fund out of 
Rs.200

Rent of the Mylapore school 
house

Interest from Thompson and 
Co., on Mortgage for 1 year 

Loan received from Col. Olcott 
(Government grant for O. F. 

School
Loan received from the Theo- 

sophist Fund 
Cash received for a horse sold 

to the Headquarters 
Sale of mangoes at Kodam- 

baukam

D e t a i l s .  R*- a . p .

On Mortgage with 
Thompson A Co.,
Madras ... 5,000-0- 0

In Madras Bank... 1,649-0*11 
In London and 
W. M. Bank, Ld.,
£50-2-0 751-8- 0

Cash in hand ... 212*5* 9

1 1

Total... 7,012-14-8 

Total Rs...

1 2

ol 0

2 ( 0  0

l f jo l  0 

si o

EXPENSE.

Purchase of property 
Cost of repairs 
Salaries of teachers 
Books purchased 
Cooking Class and Food ex 

penses
Rent of the school ground ... 
Printing and Stationery 
Loans returned 
Loans issued
Stable charges, including pur
chase of a horse and a 
brougham, Ac.

House and Municipal Taxes... 
Sundries

Cash bsdanco in hand...

Amount.

Rs.
1,061

9 3

1 , 1 3 6

5 5

6 8  9  

2 4

525| (<
100 0

175] 7

130 0

220! °
0 ; 9

11,361 15 4

1 0 1
2 4 5

2 0 0

1 1
5 2

7 , 6 1 2 '

P.
0
1
9
5

2
0
4
0
0

Total Rs... 11,961



.I s  Revised in G eneral Council, J u ly  9 , JS96. 

Co n s t it u t io n .

1 . T h e  title  o f  th is S ociety , w hich  was form ed at N ew  York, 
U n ited  S tates o f  A m erica, 011 the 17 th  o f N ovem ber, 18 7 5 , is the  
“ T h eosop h ica l S ocie ty .”

2 . T h e  objects o f  the T heosophical S ociety  are :
I. T o  form a n ucleus o f  the U  niversal Brotherhood o f H um anity, 

w ith ou t d istinction  o f  race, creed, sex , caste or colour.
II .  T o  encourage the study o f  com parative relig ion , p h ilosoph y  

an d  science.
I I I .  T o  in vestigate unexp la ined  laws o f  N ature and the powers  

la te n t in m an.
3 . T h e T heosophical S ociety  lias 110 concern w ith  politics, caste  

ru les, and social observances. It is uusectarian, and dem ands 110 
a sse n t to  any formula o f  b e lie f as a qualification o f  m em bership.

Membership.

4 . E very application for m em bership m ust be m ade on an 
au th orized  form, and m ust be eudorsed by tw o m em bers o f  th e  
S o c ie ty  and sign ed  by the a p p lica n t; but 110 persons under age  
sh a ll be adm itted w ithout the con sent o f  their guardians.

5 . A dm ission  to m em bership m ay be obtained through the  
P resid en t o f  a Branch, the General Secretary o f  a Section , or the  
R ecord in g  Secretary ; and a certificate o f  m em bership shall be issued  
t o  the m em ber, bearing the signature o f  the President-F ounder and  
th e  seal o f the S ociety , and countersigned  by either the G eneral 
S ecretary  o f the Section  or the R ecording Secretary o f  the T . S ., 
accord in g  as the applicant resides w ithin  a sectionalized  or non- 
section a lized  territory.

Officers.

6 . T h e S ociety  shall have a President, a V ice-President, a 
R ecord in g  Secretary, and a Treasurer.

7 . T h e P resident-Founder, C olonel H. S. O lcott, holds the office 
o f  President o f  the T h eosoph ical S ociety  for life, and has the right 
o f  nom inating h is successor, subject to the ratification o f  the S ociety .

8 . T h e  term  o f the Presidency is seven  years (subject to  the  
excep tion  nam ed in R ule 7 ).

9 . T h e  President shall nom inate the V ice-P resident, subject to  
e lec tio n  by the S ociety . T h e V ice-P resid en t’s term  o f  office shall 
ex p ire  upon the election  o f  a n ew  President.

10 . T h e  appointm ents to  the offices o f  the R ecord ing Secretary  
an d  the Treasurer shall be vested  in thc President.

1 1 . T h c President shall be the custodian o f  all the archives and  
records o f  the Society , and shall be one o f  the T rustees and ad



m inistrators for property o f all k inds, o f  w hich  the S ociety  as a w h o le  
is  possessed .

1 2 . T h e  President shall have the power to m ake p ro v isio n a l 
appointm ents to fill all vacancies that occur in the offices o f  t h e  
S o c ie ty /a n d  sh all have discretionary pow ers in  all m atters not s p e 
cifically  provided for in  these R ules.

1 3 . On th e  death or resignation  o f  the President, th e  V ic e -  
P resident sh all perform th e presidential d uties u n til a su cc esso r  
takes office.

Ot ganization.
14 . A n y  seven  m em bers m ay apply to  be chartered as a B ra n ch , 

th e  application to  be forwarded to the President through th e S e c r e 
tary o f  th e nearest S ection .

1 5 . T h e  President shall have authority to grant or refuse a p 
p lication s for charters, w hich , if  issued , m ust bear h is signature a n d  
th e  seal o f  the Society , and be recorded at th e  H eadquarters o f  t h e  
S ociety .

16 . A  S ection  m ay be form ed by th e P resid en t o f  th e S o c ie ty ,  
upon th e application  o f  seven  or m ore chartered Branches.

1 7 . A ll Charters o f S ection s or B ranches, and all certificates o f  
m em bership , derive their authority  from the President, and m ay b e  
can celled  by th e sam e authority.

18 . Each  Branch and Section  shall have the power o f m a k in g  
its ow n R ules, provided they  do uot conflict w ith  th e general r u le s  
o f  th e S ociety , and the R ules shall becom e valid  u n less their c o n 
firm ation be refused by the President.

19 . E very  S ection  m ust appoint a G eneral Secretary, w h o  
sh all be th e ch annel o f  com m unication  betw een  th e P resident a n d  
th e S ection .

20. T h e  G eneral Secretary o f  each S ection  shall forward to  
th e  President, annually, not later than  th e 1 st day o f  N ovem ber, a  
report o f  the work o f  h is Section  up to that date, and at any t im e  
furnish any further inform ation the P resident m ay desire.

A  dm in istt a tion .

2 1 . T h e general control and adm inistration  o f the S ocie ty  is  
vested  in a G eneral C ouncil, con sistin g  o f  th e P resident, V ice -P r esi
d en t and the G eneral Secretaries.

2 2 . N o  person can hold  tw o offices in  the G eneral Council.

E lection o f  President.
2 3 . S ix  m onths before th e  expiration  o f  a P resid en t’s term of* 

office h is successor shall be nom inated  b y the G eneral C ouncil, and  
th e  nom ination  shall be seu t out b y  th e  V ice-P resid en t to th e  
G eneral Secretaries and R ecord ing Secretary. E ach  G eneral Secre
tary shall take the votes o f  h is Section  accord ing to its  rules, and 
thc R ecording Secretary shall take those o f  the rem ain ing  m em bers



o f  the Society . A  m ajority o f tw o-thirds o f  the recorded votes shall 
be n ecessary for election .

H eadquarters.

24 . T h e  H eadquarters o f  the S octety  are estab lished  at Adyar, 
M adras, India.

25 . T h e  H eadquarters and all other property o f  the S ociety , 
in c lu d in g  th e A dyar Library, the perm anent and othar F unds, are 
vested  in the T rustees, for the tim e being, o f  the T h eosoph ical S ociety  
appointed  or actin g  under a D eed  o f  T rust, dated th e 14 th day o f  
D ecem ber, 18 9 2 , and recorded in the C hingleput D istrict Office, 
M adras, India.

Finance.

26 . T h e  fees payable to the G eneral Treasury by B ranches not 
com prised w ith in  the lim its  o f  a n y  Section  are as fo llow s : For Charter, 
£ 1 ; for each Certificate o f  M em bership, 5s. ; for the A nnual S ub 
scrip tion  o f  each m em ber, 5s. or eq u ivalen ts.

2 7 . U nattached M em bers not b e lo n g in g  to any S ection  or 
Branch shall pay the usual 5s. E ntrance Fee and an A nnual S ub
scription  o f  ^ 1  to the G eneral Treasury.

28 . Each Section  shall pay into the G eneral Treasury one- 
fourtli o f  the total am ount received  by it from annual dues and  
entrance fees.

29 . T h e Treasurer’s accounts shall be yearly certified as correct 
b y qualified auditors appointed by the President.

M eetings.

30 . T h e  A nnual G eneral M eetin g  o f  the S ociety  shall be held  
at A dyar and Benares alternately, in the m onth o f  D ecem ber.

3 1 . T h e P resident shall also have the power to con ven e special 
m eetin gs at d iscretion ,

Revision,

3 2 . T h e ru les o f  th e  S ocie ty  rem ain 111 force until am ended by  
th e  G eneral C ouncil j

T rue Copy. Official;
H . & O U o r t t ,  P. i \  &

Cx W . Ll$ADB£ATijfc,
Secretary to the M eeting of CdttnctL
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O F F I C E R S
OF THK

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
AND

U N I V E R S A L  B R O T H E R H O O D .

President.

H e n r y  S . O l c o t t ,

(L a te  Colonel S .  C., W a r  D ep t., U- S . A . )

Vice-President.

A l f r e d  P e r c y  S i n n e t t .

Recording Secretary.

W m . A . E n g l i s h , M .D .

Treasurer.

T . V ij ia r a g h a v a C h a r i .u .

General Secretaries of Sections

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n , A m erican  S ectio n .
A d d ress : 4 6 , F if th  A v en u e , N e w  York- 

B e r t r a m  K k i g h t l k y ,  M .A . ^  Iu d ian  S ectio n
U p e n d r a  N a t h  B a s u , B .A ., L L .B  J 

A d d ress : B enares, N .-W . P .
Dr. A r t h u r  A . W e l l s , E u rop ean  S ectio n .

A d d ress : 2 8 , A lb em arle  S t ., L o n d o n  W .
A . M a r q u e s , D . S c ., A u stra lasian  S e c t io n .

A d d r e s s : 4 2 , M argaret S t .,  S y d n ey , N . S . W .
P . E r ic  L iljf .s t r a n d , S ca n d in a v ia n  S ectio n .

A d d ress : E n g e lb r ec litsg a ta n  7 , S to c k h o lm , S w ed en .
C. W . S a n d e r s , N e w  Z ealand  S e c t io n .

A d d r e s s : M utual L ife  B u ild in g s , L o w er  Q u een  S t.,
A u ck la n d , N . Z ,



W . B. F r ic k e , N e th e r la n d s S ec tio n .
A d d r e ss:  7 6 , A m ste ld ijk , A m sterd am . 

D r .  T h .« P 4 scm*» F reh c li S e c tio n . 1 ' 
A d d ress: 5 2 , A v en u e  B o sq u et, Paris.

P resid en t’s  P r iv a te  S ecretary  : M is s  N e t t a  E . W e e k s . 
A d d r e ss : . A dyar, M adras. .

C a b l e  A d d r e s s e s  :

T h e  P resid en t-F o u n d er .— “ O lcott, M adras.”
G en . S e c . In d ia n  S e c t io n .— “  B esan t, B en a res .”

D o . E u ro p ea n  S ec tio n  :— “ T h e o so p h , L o n d o n .”
D o . E astern  S c h o o l : —“ B la v a tsk y , L o n d o n .”
D o. A m erican  S ectio n  u C o n fu c iu s, N ew y o rk .” *
D o. A u stra lasian  S e c t io n : — “ T h eo so p h , S y d n e y .”
D o- N e w  Z ealand  S ection  :— “ T h eo so p h y , A u c k la n d .”

B u d d h ist C o m m itte e :— “ S and aresa , C o lom b o .”

I

• £ Written thus, the name ofthe City 6f New York goes as one word.]
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SUPPLEMENT TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T

OCTOBER 1900 -

E X E G M T IV E  N O T IC E S .
T h e o s o p h i c a l  Sou e t y ,  

P r e s i d e n t ’s  O f f i c e ,  

A d y a k ,  September 27th, 19<>o.

The undersigned annouuces with sincere regret the withdrawal of .Hon. 

Otway Caffe from the General Secretaryship of the European Section, which 

he has been filling so acceptably ; the Executive Council of the Section lias 
chosen as his successor Dr. Arthur A. Wells, a gentleman in every way qualifi

ed for the office. Mr. Cuffe informs me that his sole reason for this step is the 

imperative necessity for his devoting his personal attention to his estate in 

Ireland and of giving up residence in London. He wishes it understood 

that his sympathy for our work is not in the least abated and that his enfor

ced retirement from office causes him great concern. His high character and 

invariable courtesy and sympathetic kindness have endeared him to all his 

colleagues, whose best wishes will follow him wherever he goes. I cordially 

approve of the choice of Dr. Wells and shall expect a continuance of the 

friendly personal relations which have always existed between us.

H. S .  O l c o t t ,  p . t. s.

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,

P r e s i d e n t ’s  O p f i c  e ,  

A i j y a k ,  September 27th, I !><)<>,

The undersigued acknowledges the receipt of the sum of 36,000 Francs 

from a Western member who positively refuses permission to divulge his 

name; the said sum to be invested in Government 3 per cent. pro. notes and 

to constitute a permanent trust to be known as the “ Founders' Fund.” The 

annual increment is to be divided between the Adyar Library and the Pan- 

cliama Education Fund in the proportion of two-thirds and one-third, res

pectively. Of the abode sum Francs 35,000 were converted into sterling for 

£1,392-0-3 and, through the Bank of Madras, the following securities were 

bought with it: “ The total cost of Government Paper purchased on your 

joint account is Rs, 20,655-13-7 and I have accordingly tilled up your cheque 

on the London and Westminster Bank for £*1,387*16-4, being sterling equi

valent of this amount at £ £. (Letter of Sec. and Treas., Bk. of M\. 

26-ix-00).” This leaves a trifling balance in my London account. The pur

chase money above reported covers accrued interest.

A  balance of 1,000 Francs is also left on deposit in the Credit Lyonnais of 

Paris, for the present. The undersigned gratefully acknowledges this dona

tion and hopes that it may be the precursor of other generous gifts to those 

two most worthy objects.
— --  H. S  O l c o t t ,  r. r. s.



E C H O E S  OF  T H E  P R E S ID E N T ’S TO U R .

Among  the cities visited by Colonel Olcott after the adjournment of the 

London Convention was Exeter, from which a correspondent writes:

‘•The sleepy little Cathedral city of Exeter is one of the most conserva

tive of conservative places. It delights in calling itself the * ever faithful 

city,” from its motto, “ Semper Fidelis,” but as this faithfulness consists in 

keeping as much behind the times as possible, on* can easily realize that the 

few Theosophists working thero, have*a hard fight with misconceptions and 

prejudices.

On the day after his arrival two meetings were held at the Lodge room. 

A  slight thunder storm thinned the attendance in tbe afternoon, but in tlie  

evening the room was full to overflowing.

Thc President-Founder gave a short bnt interesting account of the found

ing and growth of the Theosophical Society, and afterwards answered 

most ably, questions of a varied character.

At both meetings great interest was evinced, many lingered to exchange 

a few parting words, so that it was quite late before good-night was really 

s a id .

Minds work slowly in tho West of England, but withont donbt Theo

sophy is making its way even in the “ ever faithful city,’* and every member 

of the Exeter Centre will look back to the welcome help afforded by the 

President-Founder’s first visit, and feel there is now one more to whom they 

owe a debt of gratitude that it will be difficult to pay.

NOTICE .

General Secretaries will please remember to post their Annual Reports 

to Headquarters not later than the middle of Noveml>er.

A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .

The following gifts to the library since the last report, are gratefully 

acknowledged : From Mrs. Mona Caird, three volumes of her works; Mrs. 

If. Roughton Hogg, two volumes of Fiona Macleod’s works; Col, A . De 

Rochas, director of the Polytechnic School, Paris, his snperb work, “ Les 

Sentiments La Musique et la Geste;” Baron G. de Fontenay, “ A  propos 

d’Ensapia Paladino; ” Rev. J. Barron, “ The Story of Religion in England: *’ 

from the publisher, “ Christianisme et Spiritisme,” by L&on Denis; Herr 

M. Reepmaker, five volumes of his works; Charles Godfrey Leland, “ Aradia. 

or the Gospel of the Witches.” his latest work; Matthews Fidler, Esq., 

"  Shadow Land,” by Mrs. E. d’Espi'rance; Herr Schmidt, Zahlraeister of 

the s.s. “ Sachsen,” fifteen volumes; old palmleaf manuscripts collected 

in Southern Indian villages by Mr. R. A. Sastry, Librarian.

The usual Financial Report is deferred until next issue.
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T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .
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M O N T H L Y  F IN A N C IA L  STA TEM E N T .

Th© following receipts* from 27th August to 20th October 1900 are 
acknowledged with thanks:—

H e a d q u a r t e r s  F u n d . r s . a . p .

Miss Emma Nadler. Fees and Dues, £1-5= ... ... 1812 0
Mr. Anantarai Nathji Mehta, Bhuntiagar, Annual Donation.. 84 0 0
Mr. O. Firth,. Yorkshire, Fee and Donation ... ... 22 8 0
Dr. C. W . Sanders, General Secretary, New Zealand Section,

T. S., 25 «/„ Dues, £4-15-8-..............................  ... 7112 0
A  Friend, Donation ... ... ... ... ... 3 0 0
Mr. 0. Sambiah Garn, Mylapore. Subscription ... ... 3 0 0
Miss Ida It. Patch, through Mr. A. Fullerton, New York... 30 7 0

L i b r a r y  F u n d .

Mr. C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore, Subscription ...
Mr. A. Venkatakanniah, Nam&kal, Donation 
An F. T. S. of Burmah, Subscription for August 
Mr. A. Schwarz, Colombo, Donation 
An F. T. S. of Burmah, Subscription for’September 
Justice Sir S.'Subramania Iyer, Donation

T. V w i a r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,  

Treasurer, T. S.
A d t a r ,  M a d r a s ,  20th October 1900.

3 0 0 
1 4  0

50 0 0
i o o  o  a
50 0 0 

100 0 0

D E A T H  O F  M r .  G A D G IL .

One of the oldest, most intellectual, tried and trusty men whom I have 
met in the Society, Bao Bahadur Janardhan Sakharam Gadgil, F. T. S., 
late Justice of the High Court of Baroda, has just died at that place. Readers 
of 4< Old Diary Leaves ” will recollect his intimate friendship for H. P. B., 
and tbe wonderful psychical experiments which be made for his instruction 
and that of bis friends, both at Bombay and Baroda. It would have been a 
consolation to me if he could have kept bis health and strength some years 
longer to work with me for India. However, we shall meet again, and work 
again together for the helping of mankind. So, fare thee well, old friend.

H . S. O.

G IFTS T O  T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .

Mrs. E. Drummond, F. T. S., the life-centre of our admirable working 
group at Edinborough, has made the Library a most acceptable and valuable 
gift. It is a 6-in. magnifying glass, mounted in a folding support and arrang
ed for the reading of old palibleaf M SS. On testing it the library pandits 
were able at once to decipher an old M S. so defaced tbit they bad laid it 
aside as illegible. As they are engaged in preparing a catalogue of our now 

9



splendid collection, Mrs. Drummond’s glass will be as serviceable as any tbat 
could have been given.

Mr. R. A. Sastry succeeded, last month, in collecting at an interior 
village of Southern India, 270 rare cadjane. Most of them belong to 8aiva 
Agamas. In this collection there is a MS. on the“ Spanda Sfttras” of 
Vasugupta, with the commentaries of Kshemar&ja, Krishna Dasa, and 
Kalid&sa. Our collection has already outgrown onr shelf-room, and twenty- 
five intermediate shelves have had to be inserted. If it goes On at this rate 
the Adyar Library will need enlargement. This puts the crown of snooeas 
npon the tentative experiment of 1886, and shows that the President- 
Founder will leave behind him a literary monument of which any man might 
be proud.

T H E  N E W  SER IES  O F  “ O L D  D IA R Y  L E A V E S .”

Tbe latest news from London is to the effect that the book was all printed, 
the engravings had come np extremely well, and that the work wonld be 
published within the next ten days. Indian buyers can now send in their 
orders. See advertisement on leaflet herewith sent.

N E W  B R A N C H E S .

The Leeds Lodge has been re-formed and a nfew charter issued, dated 
September 19th, 1900, to A. R. Orage, W . H. Bean, Mrs. Orage, Miss M. A. 
Nelson, Mrs. Lees, Miss A. K . Kennedy, and H. W . Hunter.

A  Charter has also been granted, dated September 21st, 1900, to Edwin 
Hill, F. B. Bond, E. R. Blackett, M. S. Johnson, Mrs. Hill, Miss J. M. Chivers, 
Miss E. Beane and Mrs. Blackett to form a Branch of the Society at Bath.

Otway Cufpe,
G eneral Secretary, E u ro p ea n  S ectio n .

IN D IA .

The following branches have been formed :

Tirukoilnr —  President, 
Secretary, 

V  riddhachalam— President, 
Secretary,

Nandalur

Srinagar

Adoni

Erode

— President, 
Secretary,

— President, 
Secretary,

—  President, 
Secretary,

—  President, 
Secretary,

Mr. R. Sundarasa Mudaliar.
„ P. S. Venkatarama Iyer.
„ T. Shanmugam Pillai.
„ R. Sanjeevi Row.
„ P. Gopalakrisbnaiah.
„ C. Seshachala Iyer.
„ Pandit Vaskak.
„ Pandit Ananda Kaul.

R e v i v a l s .

Mr. V. Rama Chetty.
„ R. Satnbasiva Row.
„ T. T. Rangachariar.
„ C. S. Subramania Iyer.

D haka K rishna B isvas,
A esis ta n t Secretary , I n d ia n  Section .

C IR C U L A R  TO  T H E  S O U T H  IN D IA N  B R A N C H E S .

A d y a r ,  October 1900.

For the gratification of South Indian members who have been accustomed 
to take their holiday at Adyar. the President*Founder has, in consultation 
•with Mrs. Besant, made the following arrangement:

It is hoped that Miss Lilian Eager, who is expected shortly in tndia, 
will consent to give the usual course of Fonr lectures on the usual days, viz* 
December 27, 28, 29 and 30, and to hold E. S. T. meetings for the benefit of 
members of that school. As neither the Society nor the Section can afford to 
incur expenses over and above those at Benares, it is proposed that an



approved Brahmin hotel-keeper shall be present at Adyar, and supply meals to 
all applicants at the nsnal price. Any expenses incurred for the cadjan 
eating pandals, extra lights, etc., etc.— which need only be trifling in the 
aggregate—can be covered by a small voluntary subscription got up at the 
close of the meeting.

As the Recording Secretary, and Treasurer T. S. will have to accompany 
the President-Founder to Benares, be will ask Messrs. K . Narayanasami Iyer. 
J. Srinivasa Row, of Gooty, and V . C. Sesbacbarri, to act as a Managing 
Committee, while the President’s Secretary will be on hand fco act for him in 
any business matters that would require his personal attention.

Orders for cadjan huts and any other special arrangements should be 
sent in to M.R.Ry. T. V. Charlu before the 1st of December. Of course the 
Convention Hall and lower rooms will be available for sleeping purposes as 
usual.

This circular, which is preliminary to tbe one to be issued as soon as Miss 
Edger’s decision is de6nitively known, is intended to elicit as general a 
response as possible, so that the President-Founder may know what orders 
to give in advance of tbe meeting.

Postscript: Since the above was written. Miss Edger has told us to expect 
her at Adyar on December 10th or 11th, and since Mrs. Besant has written to 
her to hold the Adyar meeting, there seems little doubt as to her giving the 
lectures. Take this for granted unless you hear to the contrary.

By order of the President-Founder,
N . E. W eeks,

P riva te  S ecretary .

T R A N S F E R  0 F T H E  B O D H IN I .
The successful foundation of the Hindu Central College having formed a 

natural centre for propaganda of the Hindu Religion, it is evident that the 
very important sgency created in the establishment of th e  A rya. B a la  B o d h in i,  
should be henceforth transferred to the Board of Trustees of the College, and 
no longer attached to the non-sectarian office of the Theosophist aud the 
-control of the undersigned. It is essentially a Hindu publication, devoted 
solely to tbe moral and spiritual education of Hindu boys and, inasmuch as 
the President of the T. S. is constitutionally obliged to foster no one religion 
more than tbe others, and as the Theosophist is edited on the same principle, 
it seems clear to the undersigned that it is altogether better to hand over 
this sectarian magazine to the managers of the sectarian College, since his 
services and personal pecuniary guarantee for its upkeep are no longer 
indispensable.

The undersigned, therefore, made, some months ago, to Mrs. Besant, the 
offer of transfer, and she has recently accepted it. From and after the 31st 
of December proximo, tbe B o d h in i will be edited, printed and published at 
the headquarters of the Indian Section T. S., at Benares, under the respon
sible supervision of Mrs. Besant, and all literary communications, reports of 
Bala Samajes, and cash remittances must thereafter be sent, as the case may 
be, to the Editor or Manager of the A . B . B o d h in i, Benares City, N. W .  P.

Nearly 200 subscriptions run over into the year 1901, and the propor
tionate share of the subscription money will be paid over to Mrs. Besant by 
the present Manager of the journal; as will also the proportionate share of 
new subscriptions sent in to Adyar up to the close of the present year. 
Subscribers for 1901 will pay their money to Benares, on receipt of tbe January 
Number, which will come to them, as heretofore, by V . P. P.

The undersigned congratulates tbe' subscribers of the journal that, 
under Mrs. Besant’s splendid direction, it must inevitably be greatly impro
ved, and he expects that the circulation will increase rapidly and widely. He 
has no doubt but that every really sincere Hindu boy who now reads the 
B o d h in i  will take a pride and pleasure in doing his best to get it taken by 
his friends. For it is a very great honour and piece of good Karma to be 
able to work with Annie Besant for the glorious object of restoring the 
spiritual grandeur of the Motherland of the Rishis and Munis. There is no 
reason whatever why the circulation of this excellent monthly periodical 
should not rise to 100,000 copies; none whatever. T h is  is it conviction fo rm e d  
a fte r  m uch  persondl experience a m ong  In d ia n  boys. «



In taking leave of the magazine which he rescued from failure and has 
helped to build up into success, the undersigned expresses to his dear young 
lads of India his unchanged and ever-enduring love for them and interest in 
their future welfare. He will work as much for them as ever* and meet and 
address them while on his tours. He wishes them, at the same time, to feel 
ever grateful to the devoted Editor, M.R.Ry. S. V. Rangaswamy Iyengar, b . a . ;  
the unpaid, faithful Business Manager, M.R.Ry. T. Vijiaraghava Charlu; 
the dear, generous Countess C. Wachtmeister, who has often helped ns 
with money to pay our way when subscribers were few, and to M.R.Ry. 
T. Srinivasa Iyengar, the clerk of the Bodhini Office, who has kept the regis
ters and sent subscribers all their papers.

And now, the last word to speak is: May the blessing of tbe Masters rest ■ 
always upon the Bodhini, its Directors and subscribers.

H . S. O l c o t t ,

General Adviser io the Arya Bala Samaj*

M r s .  B E S A N T ’S A D V IC E .

W e  copy from the Theosophie Gleaner, the following extracts from a 
brief report of Mrs. Besant’s remarks in Bombay, on her return from Earope, 
in September last:

“  1 co m e  to  In d ia  a lw a y s  w i th  a  g la d  h e a r t ; I  r e t a r n  a s  a n  e x ile . E s p e c ia l ly  
h e r e  in  B o m b a y  I am  g la d  tp  see  th e  T h e o s o p h ic a l c a u s e  p ro s p e r in g ,  fo r  t h i s  i s  a  
c o sm o p o lita n  c ity ,  a n d  i f  h e re  w e  m a k e  i t  jto s s ib le  f o r  H in d u s , P a r s is ,  B u d d h is t s ,  
■ C h ristian s  a n d  o th e r s  to  s tu d y  R e lig io n  a n d  w o rk  to g e th e r  in  h a rm o n y  a n d  in  p e a c e ,  
t h e n  t h a t  h a rm o n y  a n d  t h a t  p e a c e  w il l  s p re a d  th r o u g h o u t  I n d ia ,  a n d  th e n  o th e r  
n a t io n s  w ill le a rn  to  fo llo w  t h a t  e x a m p le . A n d  if  o n c e  p e a c e  c a n  b e  p re s e rv e d  a m o n g  
v a r io u s  p e o p le s  in  re lig io n s  m a t te r s ,  th e n  th e y  w ill le a rn  to  p re s e r v e  i t  in  p o l i t ic a l  
a n d  so c ia l m a t te r s  a s  w e ll.  F o r  y o n  k n o w  re lig io u s  d iffe ren c e s  o f te n  c a o s e  t r o u b l e  
in  o th e r  d e p a r tm e n ts  o f life  a l s o ; a n d  w e  h a v e  i t  f ro n t a  h ig h  a u th o r i ty  t h a t  i t  i s  so,, 
f o r  t h e  o th e r  d a y  L o r d  S a lis b u ry , th e  P r im e  M in is te r  o f  t h e  E m p ire  to  w h ic h  w e  a l l  
b e lo n g , s p e a k in g  to  th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  P r o p a g a t in g  C h r is t ia n  K n o w le d g e , w a r n e d  th e  
M iss io n a rie s  in  C h in a  w h o , in s te a d  o f  te a c h in g  t h e i r  o w n  re lig io n , a t t a c k  t h a t  o f  
o th e r s  a n d  b r in g  a b o u t  th e  e n m ity ,  t ro u b le s ,  a n d  b lo o d s h e d  su ch  a s  th e  w o rld  ia  n o w  
w itn e s s in g  in  tb e  C h in e se  E m p ire .  S o  i f  I n d ia  te a c h e s  to  p re s e rv e  h a rm o n y , o t h e r  
n a t io n s  w ill fo llo w , fo r  p e ac e  h e re  m e a n s  p e a c e  in  th e  w o rld , a n d  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e  
p o li t ic a l  a n d  so c ia l f r ie n d s h ip  fo llo w s  re l ig io n s .  O a r  S o c ie ty  c a n  d o  m tieh  in  t h i s  
m a t te r ,  f o r  w o a re  te a c h in g  m e n  to  b e  a s  b ro th e r s  to  e a c h  o th e r  in  r e lig io u s  t h in g s ,  
a n d  m a k e  i t  a  c o n d itio n  to  a d m is s io n  in to  o u r  so c ie ty . I  k n o w  th i s  is  a  m a t t e r  o f  
g r e a t  d iff ic u lty  b u t  t h a t  is  e x a c t ly  w h y  i t  i s  a  w o rk  a lso  o f  g r e a t  g lo ry . I n d i a  i s  
p a s s in g  th r o u g h  h a r d  t im e s  o f  la te  I  k n o w , a n d  m e n  a re  d y in g ,  a n d  a lso  t h e i r  
f r ie n d s ,  th e  c a t t l e ,  a n d  th e s e  h a rd  t im e s  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu ry  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  p ro p h e s ie d  b y  o u r  re v e re d  te a c h e r ,  H . P . B la v a ts k y . B u t  th is  c e n tu r y  w il l  e n d  
a n d  th e  n e x t  c e n tu r y  w ill  b r in g  p ro s p e r i ty  to  I n d ia  i f  w e  b u t  w o rk  fo r  th e  r e v iv a l  o£ 
s p i r i tu a l i ty  a m o n g  v a r io u s  s e c tio n s  o f th e  p e o p le . F o r  th r e e  o r  fo n r  y e a r s  m o re  you, 
m a y  s t i l l  h a v e  so m e  tro u b le s ,  b n t  th e n  a f t e r  th o s e  fe w  y e a r s  o f  t r i a l  a r e  o v e r , I n d i a  
w il l  s e e  b r ig h t e r  d a y s  a n d  th e r e  w ill r e ig n  p e a c e  a n d  p ro s p e r i ty  a s  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  
w itn e s s e d  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  f if ty  y e a r s ,  fo r  d e e p e r  re lig io u s  l if e  w ill  h e lp  th e  n a t io n  to  
r ise , u p w a rd , a n d  t r n e  re lig io u s  re v iv a l w ill g iv e  i n n e r  p o w e r  o f  w o rk  a n d  w il l  m a k e  
i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  m a te r ia l  p ro s p e r i ty  to  r e t a r o .  A lre a d y  th e r e  a r e  g o o d  s ig n s  a n d  
y o u n g  m e n  a r e  s h o w in g  g r e a te r  d e v o tio n  a n d  m o re  in c lin a tio n  to  re lig io u s  l if e ,  a n d  
o ld  m e n  h a v e  c o m m e n ce d  to  see  t h e  e r r o r s  o f  t h e i r  y o u th  a n d  w a n t  t h e i r  s o n s  a n d  
g ra n d s o n s  to  b e  re lig io u s  a n d  to  d ev e lo p  s p i r i tu a l i ty .”

“  W h ile  th e  W e s t w ill be  w itn e s s in g  h o r r ib le  s ce n e s  o f  w a r , in  th e  E a s t  t h e r e  w i l l  
a p p e a r  th e  d a w n  o f p e a c e  c o n s e q u e n t u p o n  re lig io n s  l if e .  B u t p ro s p e r i ty  o f  a  n a t io n  
d e p e n d s  on  th e  c h a r a c te r  o f i t s  p e o p le . N o  n a t io n  c a n  p ro s p e r  u n le s s  i t s  p e o p le  a re  
h o n e s t ,  u p r ig h t ,  m o ra l  a n d  r e lig io n s . E a c h  c a n  h e lp  t h e  n a t io n ,  i f  e a c h  m a n  a n d  
w o m a n  w ill u n g m d g iu g ly  g iv e  t h a t  h e lp .  E a c h  m u s t  w o rk  a s  i f  t h e  c o u n t r y 's  
c a u s e  d e p e n d s  on  h im  a lo n e ; a s  i f  t h e  o a n se  w ill  f a i l  i f  h e  d o e s  n o t  w o rk  ; a s  i f  th e  
w h o le  b u rd e n  lie s  u p o n  h is  B h o u ld e rs ; e a c h  m u s t  w o rk  a n d  s a y  t o  h im s e lf  t h a t  i f  h e  
d o e s  n o t  w o rk , t h e  w h o le  w o rld  w o u ld  fa i l .  T h a t  is  t h e  s p i r i t ,  t h a t  th e  e n e r g y ,  t h a t  
t h e  h e a r t  w i th  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  to  w o rk  a n d  g o  a b o u t  o u r  d a i ly  b u s in e s s .”



T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

D E C E M B E R  1 9 0 0 -

E X E C U T IV E  NOTICES.

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y ,
P r e s id e n t ’s  O p p i c e , A d y a r ,

17th November, 1900.

The following correspondence is published for the information of the 

concerned :

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y .

( International Theosophical Brotherhood.)
I n G e r m a n y .

H e a d - q u a r t e r s , L e i p z i g ,

14th June, 1900.

D e a r  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t ,
The undersigned request you to read their propositions, and, if these are 

not agreeable, that you will make propositions in return, bywhich an agree* 
ment would be possible between the Theosophical Societies in Germany, 
(perhapB also of the Theosophical Societies in America, England, Sweden, 
Holland, &c.,> and the Theosophical Society, the President of which you are.

Respectfully,

A r t h u r  W e b e r ,
E d w in  B o h m e , 

H e r m a n n  R u d o l p h .

T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c ie t y .

( International Theosophical Brotherhood.)

I n G e r m a n y .

H e a d q u a r t e r s , L e i p z i g ,

14th June, 1900.
To

C o l o n e l  H .  S . O l c o t t ,
President of the Theosophical Society,

{Head-quarters, Adyar).
T ho T heosophical 8ocie ty  in G erm any  an d  i ts  an io n  w ith  th e  T heosophical 

S o c ie ty . (H ead -q u arte rs , A dyar).
A r t i c l e  I.

Principles and Foundation.
1. T he T .S.G . has its  foundation , a s  seen by its  co n stitu tio n , acco rd ing  to  th e  

Theosophical Society  founded  by H . P . B lava tsky , H .S . O loott, W .Q . Ju d g e  a n d  o th e rs  
a n d  keeps to  th e  o rig inal co n s titu tio n  w hich  g ra n ts  th o ro u g h  freedom  of ac tio n  and  
th o u g h t to  everybody. I t  considers as  its  p rin c ip a l aim  th e  rea lisa tio n  of U n iversa l 
B ro th erh o o d  on a  sp ir itu a l (theosophical) basis, viz., founded  upon  know ledge of th e  
t r u e  n a tu re  of m an  o r  th e  d iv ine essence, w hich  is th e  rea l nucleus of u n ity  ly in g  
a t  th e  b o ttom  of every  being.



2. It deolares itself to be in sympathy with all men and societies, acting on* 
selfishly on the same unsectarian foundation for the benefit of mankind by enlighten
ment and elevation of humanity, in complete tolerance towards people of different 
opinion, be they members of a T. S. or not.

3. It represents no person nor special party, nor is it in opposition to any per* 
son or party. Nor does it make any propaganda for an outward organization, school 
or society, not striving for outward success. Therefore no members are acquired by 
persuasion or promises of any kind. It works exclusively for the expansion of the 
theosophical ideas of unity, love and brotherhood, without adhesion to any authority 
or dogma. It leaves everyone to join the T. S. according to his own decision and 
consideration, and to act according to his conviction. But no member has the right 
to propagate his doctrines in the name of the society as such. Therefore the Society 
is not responsible for any opinions expressed in lectures, books or reviews.

The unity of the T. S. is spiritual, and not to be identified with the exterior 
unity of organization. The latter must be aimed at but is not absolutely necessary 
for the realization of the purpose of the T. S.

4. The T. S. in Germany is a free organization, not a branch dependent on a 
society in Germany or abroad. It conducts its business in an independent way, as it 
suits every Theosophical Society, who decide about the members to be accepted.

A r t ic l e  2 .
Particular Decisions.

5. The T. S. in Germany Federates with the T. 8 . (Head-quarters, Adyar) pre
sided over by H. S. Olcott, to co-operate together for the expansion of the ideas of 
Universal Brotherhood under the following conditions :—

(1) It sends an annual voluntary contribution for the expenses of the adminis
tration of that body direotly to Colonel Olcott, Head-quarters, Adyar. This donation 
and the time of its expedition are decided by the Annual General Convention of the 
T. S. in Germany.

(2 ) The Secretary of the T. S. in Germany sends an extract of the annual re
port to the President of the T. S. (Head-quarters, Adyar) in order to get it published 
in the annual report of the T. 8 . (Head-quarters, Adyar).

(3) Therefore the T. S. in Germany unites to general work with the T. S. 
(Head-quarters, Adyar), without being a Branch of a European Section.

(4) This union with the T. S. (Head-quarters, Adyar) does not exclude the right 
. of federation with other societies, if this proves to be advantageous for the progress
of the Theosophical movement.

(5) Each of the societies is free to annihilate this agreement at any time.
The T. S. in Germany unites with the T. S. (Head-quarters, Adyar) on the foun

dation exposed in paras. 1 — 5 in order to show that it considers harmony and univer
sal brotherhood without any distinction, without distinction too of organization, to 
which theosophic workers belong, as the principal aim of the T. S. and that it is in 
no opposition to any person or society, and is not working in any particular lines.

There is no longer a parent society, it is abolished and replaced by an aggre
gate body of societies all autonomous.

To whatever organization we belong, let us be One in spirit and work together in 
unwavering harmony for the benefit of suffering mankind.

For the Executive Committee of the T.S. in Germany.
A r t h u r  W e b e r ,

E d w in  BO h m e ,
H e r m a n n  E u d o l p h .

To be approved by the General Convention.

L e i p z i g ,  Ibth June, 1900. 

M e s s e s .  W e b e r ,  B o h m e ,  & R u d o l p h ,  C o m m i t t e e .

G e n t l e m e n ,

Your important communication of yesterday shall have my careful and 
impartial consideration, and shall be answered after J have consulted with 
the members of tbe General Council of the Theosophical Society. As they 
live in distant countries it will naturally be some months before I can receive 
their reply to my circular letter.

Yours respectfully,

H .  S. O l c o t t , p . t . s .



From the President'Founder o f the Theosophical Society to the Committee o f 
Leipzig.

T h e o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,

P r e s i d e n t ’s  O f f i c e ,

17//i November 1900.

G e k t l e m e x ,

Accordiug to promise 1 have submitted your letters of June the 15th to 
the members of the General Couucil of the Society and am now authorised 
to answer as follows

The chief issues involved are—

1. The present status of the Theosophical Society and that of the body to 
which you belong.

2. The terms on which a connection may be effected between the T.S* 
and your body.

S. A  cognate issue is that of the present status in the Theosophical 
Society of those among you who were registered fellows of tbe T. S. and 
holders of its Diploma at the time of the Judge Secession, and now claim mem* 
bership; which, although not mentioned in your official letter, was discussed 
between us at Leipzig in June last. Indeed, it was claimed by yourselves to 
have an important bearing upon the question of your asserted right to the 
use of our Seal and corporate name. It must therefore be settled here.

As regards the first issue, we affirm tbe unbroken continuity of exist
ence of the Theosophical Society from the date of its foundation—November 
tbe 17th, 1875— to the present time; with the sole right to the Title, 
Seal, and authority to issue in its name Charters for Sections and 
Branches and Diplomas of Fellows. Furthermore we affirm that your 
Society, as well as hII others which, since the Secession of April tbe 28tb, J895, 
have been organized under this Title, made use of its Seal, and issued its form 
of Charters and Diplomas, are not constituent parts of the Society, nor em
powered to use its Title, Seal, and other symbols of its identity, nor to issue 
documents of the kind abovementioned, or any other involving the name 
“ Theosophical Society.” I would also call attention to the fact that our Society 
is not the Theosophical Society “ of ” or “ at ” Adyar: it has no geographi
cal limitations, bnt spreads over the whole world. Its American and Euro
pean Sections have, it is true, for many years used the designations *' in 
America ” and “ iu Europe" in legal documents and official annual Reports, 
but never with any pretense of having any status apart from or independent 
of the parent Society, from which they derive their chartered existence, and 
of which whole tbey are but parts or sections.

Yours and the several bodies above alluded to, being extraneous to our 
organization and not subject to our Rules, mnst be defined as outside socie
ties, with whom friendly compacts may be made (as in the cases of the , 
“ Society of Benares Pandits,” the “ Sanskrita Sabha,” etc., with which we have 
formed alliances in the past), provided that mutually satisfactory terms can 
be agreed upon.

With respect to the second point, it is perfectly possible, as above stated, 
for alliances to be made betweeu the Theosophical and other Societies on 
terms mutually satisfactory. In the case of bodies like yours the only seri
ous obstacle that presents itself is that you are improperly working under our 
Title, thereby producing confusion, and using our corporate Seal, which 
was designed for our special use, and for indicating the character and de
clared objects of our Society, and which has been published by us in all parts 
of the world. Our sacrifices and industry have mado it universally known 
and respected, and it has become so endeared to us that we should have to 
exact as the first condition of any alliance with another Society the abandon
ment of this emblem, of our corporate Title, and of the motto chosen by us 
many years ago as expressive of the Society’s character.

If anv junior Society is really and sincerely anxious to enter into alliance 
with an older society or societies, and thus share in the good karma of 
their philanthropic work, it seems most reasonable to expect that they wonld 
cheerfully abanaon the names and symbols of the older body or bodies when 
it was notified to them that their use was unauthorised, productive of confu-



sion in the public mind, and, hence, improper. It would be easy, for a 
younger society especially, to adopt some Title wbich would at once show 
its independent character and relinquish to its proper owners the one injudici
ously appropriated.

As regards the question of yonr body making a voluntary cash donation 
to the Theosophical Society* I cannot see that we can claim or accept one 
from you any more than we could from any other outside body, since you 
repudiate the authority of our President, our Rules and our Council, and are 
therefore under no obligation to contribute to the Society's expenses. It is 
true that what should be sought is the union in sympathetic collaboration of 
all persons in the world who desire to work for the dissipation of ignorance 
and the spread of spiritual knowledge. At the same ti me it is a fact not to 
be disputed or gainsayed, that the world s work can only be carried on 
through organisations conducted on the lines of unity of action and prudent 
management; the Truth is tbe soul, the organized Society the body in which 
only it can dwell and manifest itself.

As to the cognate (third) question, I affirm that Lhe seceding holders of 
our Diplomas at the time of the Secession of April 28th, 1895, were expelled 
and tbe Charters of the seceding branches to which they then belonged 
officially canoelled in tbe President-Fonnder’s Executive Notice, dated at Zum- 
marraga, Spain, June 5th, 1895 j which was unanimously ratified in the meet
ing of the General Council, held at London, June 27th, in the same year. 
Therefore, from the date of the Secession all such Diploma-holders lost their 
membership, and can only regain it as outsiders who are personally accept* 
able, in sympathy with our objects, and willing to assume the same obligations 
as those taken upon ourselves by the Founders and other registered Fellows 
of the Society. No privileged class, such as you verbally suggested to me, 
will be formed, no exceptions made to the common rule to which we are all 
subject. While we wish to utter no reproaches to our ex-members, nor pat 
upon them any indignity or humiliation, we must insist upon their coming 
in again, if at all, on tbe basis of the provisions of the Constitution and by* 
laws, without mental reservation and with the honest purpose of being true 
to their pledges as members. In tlie cases of such as paid their Entrance- 
Fees on first joining, the second payment maybe waived, and their annual 
dues may be chargeable from the date of their re-entrance ; but all mnst sign 
fresh Application forms, get two fellows in good standing to sign as their 
sponsors, and be admitted in the usual way, into the Branch to which they 
wish to unite themselves. Provided, that the General Secretary of the 
Section shall certify his approval of the re-admission. Should he veto it, tbe 
applicant may appeal to the President*Founder or his successor, whose de
cision would be final.

According to the terms of the Presidential Executive Notice in question, 
which by ratification of the General Council became law, and has never been 
cancelled, the loss of membership applies to every person who may at any 
time subsequent to April 28th, 1895, have acquiesced in the principle of Seces
sion, whether or not he or she has taken up membership in one of the outside 
societies above mentioned.

In conclusion, I beg you to be assured that in all that has been said 
above, our decision rests upon our deep conviction of the necessity for pro* tec ting and strengthening the visible agency which we have been building 
up during the past twenty-five years, and is not influenced in any way what* 
soever by personal feeling. The world is large enough to support many 
bodies like ours, and our cordial good wishes go to all men who are imbued 
with an unselfish love of the racc and the wish to better its spiritual condition*

I am, Gentlemen,

Respectfully yours,

H . S. O lc o tt ,
P residen t-F ounder o f  Hie Theosophical Socie ty .



M O N T H L Y  F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T .

The following receipts from 21st October to 20th November 1900 are 
acknowledged with thanks:—

H e a d - q u a r t e r s  F u n d . r s . a . p .

Babu Upendra Nath Basu, General Secretary, Indian Section,
T. S.,25°/0 dues for the quarter ending 30th September 1900. 578 10 0 

In advance for the next quarter ... ... 1 6  0

L ibrary F und.
Rt. Hon. the Earl of Mexborough, London, donation, £5*5*0... 78 12 0
An F. T. S. of Burinab, subscription for Octcber 1900 ... 50 0 0
Mr. Geo. Tubbs, donation ... ... ... 73 14 7

T. V lJIA R A G H A V A  C H A R L U ,

Treasurer, T.S.
A d y a r ,  M a d r a s ,  20th November 1900.

C E N T R A L  H IN D U  C O L L E G E  A N N IV E R S A R Y .

A  correspondent of the Madras Mail, writing from Benares, gives the 
following account of the recent anniversary of the Central Hindu College, 
which was held at the College buildings in Benares :

B enabes,  26th  Oct.— A  very gay appearance was presented by the Central Hindu 
College, Benares, on the occasion of its second anniversary held on the 24th instant. 
The College motto, “ Knowledge shines by piety," was the first greeting to the in* 
ooming visitor, traced in purple and gold, over the arch of greenery that gave en • 
trance to the Boarding House quadrangle. As he passed on towards the College 
itself, flags of the same colours,, purple and gold, met his eye at every point of van* 
tage, lighting up the dark green foliage which hid each slender pillar and carvwd 
arohway. For these are the College colours, and they were worn by boys and staff, 
by Board and Managing Committee, and some sympathisers had also donned them 
to show that they too considered themselves as attached to the College. It was a 
very large and representative gathering which crowded the College hall.

The President and Vice-President of the Board of Trustees took their seats on 
the platform at 3 p .m., and the proceedings were opened by a Sanskrit recitation by 
one of the students, followed by a seeond recited by seven students together. The 
President, Mrs. Annie Besant, then briefly sketched the day’B proceedings and men. 
tioned tbat letters of regret for inability to be present had been reoeived from the 
Commissioner of Benares, from two Officers of the Black Watch, ill with fever, and 
from the President of the Theosophical Society, who wrote :—

“ I  wish I could b e  in Benares in person to speak words of encouragement and 
to impart some of the feeling of confidence I have as to the future of the highly im
portant enterprise whioh you have B ta r te d  and a r e  pushing forward with so much 
enthusiastic zeal. I believe that the Central Hindu College will have a  career of 
great usefulness and be the most valuable of all our agencies for helping on the re
demption of India and the spiritual uplifting of our dear Indian peoples. May a 
blessing rest upon yon and all who participate in this snblime work.”

The Annnal Beport was then read by the Secretary, Babn Bhagavan Das.
It showed much progress in the educational work under tbe care of three Eng

lish workers, Dr, Richardson, thePrincipal, Mr. Banbery, the Headmaster, and 
Mr. 8oott, Professor of English, with their twelve Indian oolleagues: Babu Biresh- 
war Banerji, m.a., Pandit Hari Krishna Pararjpe, b j i . ,  Babu Krishna Chandra De, 
M.A., Pandit Romesh Dutt Pande, b .a., s .c.t ., Babu Hari Das Mukherji, b.a ., Babu 
Syan Sunriar Das, b.a., Babn Pramatha Nath Ghose, ba ., Babu Nilkamal Bbatta- 
charya, b .a ., Babu Harish Chandra Sen, b. a., Babu Tarak Nath Sanyal, Pandit 
Nityananda Pande Vyakaranacharya, Pandit Hari Krishna Thatte Vykaranacbarya. 
The College has 170 students, who completely filled the available accommodation, 
but the 15 rooms now opened give room for a largely increased number, if the 
financial resources expand to take them in. Attention was drawn to the distant 
places— ranging from Calcutta to Ajmere, from Aligarh to Tinnevelly—from whioh 
students had come* The Beport of the Athletic department was also encouraging, 
and mention was especially made of the success of the young football team in the 
matches in which it had engaged. The Library has grown to some 4,200 books 
and pamphlets, and tbe Laboratory is prospering. Tbe new baildings, begun on 
the 12th February, 1900, had gone forward so rapidly that they are ready for open*



ing, and they form a very handsome pile. Rs. 32,000 have been spent on them, and 
another Bs. 8,000 will be needed to complete them. The Boarding House which so 
far has cost Es. 8,900 has been opened, and has a competent Soperintendent in Or. 
Nibaran Chandra Mukherji, who has given np a good medical practice in Calcutta to  
devote himself gratuitously to this work. The total of cash received during two 
years is Bs. 1,40,000, and the landed property held by the College is valued at over 
as. 87,000. The number of Local Committees has risen from 37 to 47, and all over 
the country individuals are working for the movement. H. H. the Maharajah of 
Kashmir has become a Patron of the College, and ;is subscribing Rs. 600 a month 
to it, and his brother, General Hajah Sir Amar Singh has also promised help and has 
already sent a donation of Rs. 1,000. This part of the work is summed up in th e  
statement that notwithstanding the heavy demands on India by famine, plague and 
war, the College can show “ a doubled permanent fund and a doubled property in 
land, buildings, furniture, apparatus and books.” After a distribution of prizes and 
addresses by Mrs. Besant and Mr. Principal Dr. Richardson, the new buildings 
were officially opened and the meeting adjourned.

COL. O LC O TT ’S N E X T  TOU R .

As at present arranged, the President-Fonnder will sail from Colombo 
for San Francisco, via Hongkong, Japan and the Hawaiian Islands, by the 
steamer Sachsen ” (the same one on which he went to Europe and re
turned) on the 11th January. To do this he will have to leave Adyar on 
the 7th, and therefore must hurry home from Benares. Correspondents who 
wish their letters to reach him later than tbe 3rd or 4th of January Bhould 
address him in care of Alexander Fullerton, Esq., 46, Fifth Avenue, New York 
City.

A N N U A L  E LE C T IO N S  A T  B U E N O S  A IRES.

The President and Secretary of the Ananda T. S. of Buenos Aires (South 
America) officially report to the President-Fonnder the following result of 
tbe election for officers held in July: President, Mr. C. H . Baly ; Secretary, 
Senor Carlos M. Collet ; Treasurer, M. E. Coudray; Librarian, Sr. E . 
Bonnicel. The Branch is in a prosperous condition aud sends cordial greet
ings.

The Secretary’s address is: Casilla de Correo, 1277.

M r. H A R G R O V E  IN  S O U T H  AFRICA .

The Ernest T. Hargrove, one of Mr/Judge’s most active co-adjutors in 
the Secession movement, for sometime President of the (Seceded) Branch at 
New York and, later, a f}llower of Mrs. Tinglev, has not been crowning him
self with laurels in South Africa. The correspondent of the (London) Standard  
writes to that paper about the “ Sensational disclosures ’* made on overhauling 
the letters and diaries of M. Yan Kretchmar, Managing Director of the 
Netherlands Railway Company, of Natal. Bribes, some very heavy, were 
given lavishly to Boer officials and pro-Boer journalists. Among the latter 
Mr. Hargrove figures as follows in M, Van Kretch mar’s evidence before the 
Government Commission which is now taking the evidence. Says the 
Standard correspondent:

“ Hargrove, to whom the Company (for the Boer Government) paid £1,000, ia 
tbe notorious English pro-Boer whose correspondence with Mr. Kruger was publish
ed in a Colonial Office Blue Book. He is also connected with the 8outh African New, 
a Bond newspaper published in Cape Town. The German Government was re
present at the enquiry by Counsel.”

This is a sad downfall for a young man who was formerly so mnch 
esteemed among us, and we sympathise warmly with the honorable family into 
which be married a short time ago.

T H E  R U IN E D  " TE M PLE .”

The Nemesis of their own folly has overtaken the seceders who formed 
themselves into a group at Syracuse, N. Y. under the title of “ The Temple.'* 
Its leader was a Mrs. La Due, apparently a hvsteriae and certainly a mor- 
phiomaniac, who gave out esoteric teachings while “ entranced/' and claimed 
to be directed by a Master whom she called “ Hilarion.” Among her asso*



elates was Dr. J. D . Back, of Cincinnati, formerly one of our most influential 
colleagues and the prinoipal backer of Mr. Judge’s secession. The Syracuse 
Evening Herald oi September 21st last prints a long communication from 
Miss Irene Earl), with copies of letters from “ Hi lari on’’ attached, in which 
she exposed the oontemptible affair and makes grave imputations upon the 
character ot “ Blue St>ar,” the trade-mark of Mrs. La Due. It is really 
pitiable to see how the various “  T h eo so p h ica l’' societies whioh have sprung 
into being among the Judgeites crumble successively, leaving their promo* 
ters in a sad plight.

A  G E N E R O U S  GIFT FO R  T H E  STAR VIN G .

Mr. S. Imamura (P. O. Box 874), leader of the Japanese religious 
party at Honolulu, H. I. and an old member of our Branch Society in Japan, 
sends ns Rs. 448, collected among the members of the Shin Shu sect in the 
Hawaiian Islands, for the help of the Indian sufferers from famine. The Presi
dent-Founder will communicate with the proper authorities and ascertain 
how the money may best be applied. Meanwhile, he thanks the generous 
donors with all his heart for this mark of Buddhistic compassion for those 
who suffer. He expects to be able to thank them personally in February 
next, on his way to America.

•SERIOUS L O S S E S  A T  A D Y A R .

Our usual run of good luck at Adyar has been of late interrupted : we 
have lost by death three horses and a pony, which leaves us with only one, 
nearly superannuated, pony to use. There are no available trams nor any 
omnibuses nor cab-stands within our reach ; to g»»t to a steamer we have 
to drive seven miies; the Printer’s office is equally far; the two railway 
stations are respectively five and six miles distant; and near them are the 
shops with which we have to deal: the food-supplies are procured at the 
market, which is also seven miles away. Under these circumstances it is 
easy to see that if we should have no horses we should have to stop at home, 
for in this tropical heat walking is not. to be thought of. Miss Palmer's 
Pariah schools are distant several miles from Adyar and she requires the 
constant use of a conveyance; the Head-quarters staff equally need one ; the 
Theosophist Manager must also have his own vehicle, and the steward, like 
every other one in Madras, has to have a pony and cart to fetch supplies. AU 
the losses of our animals occurred within one month and seem to have been due 
to somo passing epidemic; however that may be, the concrete fact is tbat the 
Head-quarters fund has a loss of £50, or 3250, to make np as speedily as pos
sible. A  trifling sum for three horses and a pony, yet a very hard one to 
make up out of onr always scanty resources. No one will accuse us of the 
habit of begging, and even now we do not ask any one to help us out of 
onr little difficulty, but only mention the facts and let our colleagues act as 
seems best to them.

T H E  B E N A R E S  C O N V E N T IO N  A N D  A D Y A R  M E E T IN G S .

Mrs. Besant has chosen tbe following subjects for her four morning 
lectures at the joint Convention of the Theosophical Society and its Indian 
Section, at Benares, December 27, 28, 29 and 30:

A n c i e n t  I d e a l s  a n d  M o d e r n  L i f e .

Lecture I. Education.
„ II. Temples, Priests and Worship.
., III. The Caste System.
„ IV. Womanhood.

She informs me that, meanwhile, she will make the following short 
tour: December 3-5, Arrah; 5-7, Chapra ; 7-9, Gorakhpur; 9-11, Lucknow; 
12-14,Lahore; 14*16, Farid kot; 17, Aligarh; 18, Cawnpur. Then back to 
Benares.

Miss Lilian Edger, m . a . ,  has cabled me tbat she will comply with my 
wishes and give the desired lectures at Adyar on the usual Convention days, 
December 27, 28, 29 and 30, though she has not yet been able to put me in a 
position to announce her subjects. It needs no assurance, how eve r, that they



will be both helpful and instructive. It is extremely obliging in her to thus 
forego the anticipated pleasure she expected to enjoy at Benares, and I hope 
that her South Indian friends will prove their appreciation of it by attending. 
Mr. T. Ramachandra Iyer, Retired Sub*Judge, and Mr. J. 8rinivasa Row, 
of Gooty, our beloved old friend, have most kindly consented to take charge 
of the physical comforts of Indian visitors, while Miss Weeks, P. S., will look 
after non-caste guests. As announced last month, the Adyar meetings will 
have no official character, being simply arranged for the pleasure and profit of 
our Mofussil members, who are accustomed to visit the head-quarters at 
Convention time.

O U R  TW ENTY- FIFTH  A N N IV E R S A R Y  A T  N E W  Y O R K .
Mr. Alexander Fullerton, General Secretary of the American Section, 

having notified the President*Founder of his intention to hold a meeting on 
the 17th of November to commemorate the twenty-fifth birthday of the Society 
at New York, and requested him to send a short address to be read on the 
eecasion, the latter complied by sending tbe desired paper and, on the 17th 
November cabled the following message: “ Brotherly greetings to all a sse m 
bled colleagues and s> mpathisers. Courage, hope, fidelity, self-sacrifice, 
brotherly love, cultivate/’

T H E  P A R IA H  SCH O O LS .
The success of the experiment of trying to educate and uplift the poor 

Pariah children of Madras is, month by month, becoming more evident. 
Thanks to Miss Palmer's practical management and the aid oi the clever 
Pariah teachers she has drawn around her, the problem of developing the mental 
capacity and moral sense of her little pupils has passed out of the experi
mental stage. We now know that, not even the terrible social pressure nnder 
which these outcastes have been trampled, can stifle the inner potentiality 
for mental and psychical activity. Those few generous souls who have sent 
in money to help on the movement ought to be very happy on reading tbe 
subjoined figures. Up till now three schools have been opened viz : No. 1, 
the "  Olcott Free School," founded in 1895 at Urur; the “ H . P. B. Memorial 
Free School,’’ founded in 1898 at Kodambakum; and the “ Damodar Free 
School,” founded iu 1899 at Teynampett. All occupy buildings and grounds 
of their own in the suburbs of Madras— bought out of moneys given by 
friends—save the first-named which is on leased ground.

The results of the examinations recently, held at two of these schools 
are given in the following tables:

O l c o t t  F r e e  S c h o o l .
4th Standard; No. presented, 7; No. passed, 1
3rd „ ii 10 „ i, 8
2nd „ „ „ 18 „ „ 16
1st ,, !, ,, 21 ,, ,, 13
Infant „ „ „ 29 „ ‘ „ 24

Average percentage of passes in this school, 83.
The present total attendance is 126.
The examination at the Damodar Free School has not yet been held.
The present attendance is 111.

H; P. B. M e m o r i a l  S c u o o l .
3rd Standard; No. presented, 5; No. passed, 5.
2nd „ „ „ 13 „ >, 13
1st 99 »» M 8 ,t ft 6
Infant „ ,, ,, 11 ,, ,, 9  ̂̂

The average percentage of passes being 89, Fourteen pupils eligible for 
Grant Examination were unable to be present, owing to the prevalence of 
cholera and other diseases, in tbe vicinity. Present total attendance 122.

Another school is to be started in Mylapore as soon ss the buildintr is 
completed, on tbe property purchased. This is a work of compassion. Who 
else will help it.



SUPPLEMENT TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

F E B R U A R Y  1 9 0 1 -

M O N T H L Y  F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T .

The following receipts from 2 1st November to 20th December 1900 
are acknowledged with thanks :—

H e a d q u a r t e r s  F u n d .
Mr. C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore 
Lala Hari Krishen Dass, Lahore
Mr. W . B. Fricke, General Secretary, Dutch Section 

T. S., Amsterdam, 25 per cent. £ 10-0-0  
Scandinavian Section T. S., 25 per cent. Dues ^26  13-1 .

L i b r a r y  F u n d .

Mr. C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore 
An F. T. S. of Burma, subscription for November 
Mr. A. Schwarz,'Colombo

P R E SID E N T - F O U N D E R ’S T O U R  F U N D . 

American Section T. S., through Mr. A. Fullerton. 
Discretionary Fund 
Convention Appropriation 
Mr. and Dr. Burnett 
Dr. A. G. Henry 
Alexander Fullerton 
Mrs. H . I. Dennis 
Miss M . Pfender 
White Lotus Lodge 
Mrs. Eliz. Hughes 
Mrs. E. G. Mayberry ..

RS. A . p.

3 O 0
12 0 0

148 12  1 1
399 13 0

3 0 0
50 0 0
30 0 0

$150 0 0
100 0 0
50 0 0
So 0 0
45 0 0
25 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
4 0 0
2 0 0

A d y a r ,  M a d r a s ,  \ 

20th  December 1900. j

Total. . $436 o o 
- ^ 90-1-8 - 1 ,35 1-4-0 .

T. V i j i a r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,
Treasurer, T. S.

N O T IC E .

The General Secretary of the American Section finds it necessary to 
state to members of the Indian Section that he does not keep a book
shop, that he has no relations with dealers, and that he undertakes no 
commissions as to books or other matters. All arrangements concerning 
sales need to be made with T. E. Comba, 67, 5th Ave., New  York, the 
Theosophical Book Concern, 26 E. Van Buren Street, Chicago, 111., or 
“ Messenger” Publishing Office, Odd Fellows’ B ’d’g., San Francisco, 
Calif. Any books sent to the Gen. Secy, for sale will hereafter be 
retained until postage for their return is received, or, in default of it 
given away. No commissions of any kind can be attended to. Letters 
on other business than that of the Gen. Secretary’s Office must be,sent 
direct to the parties attending to such business. Moreover, letters on 
business with the Gen. Secretary must be prepaid at foreign postal rate, 
not at the domestic rate of India. Much trouble and disappointment will 
be averted if this very distinct notice is carefully conformed to.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n ,
G eneral Secretary.



T H E  G R A N D  L A M A .

His Holiness, Tehainsin OorooltooefF, the Grand Lama of the 
Buddhists of East Siberia, who was recentlj7 received by the Czar, and 
is now slowly returning home via Vladivastok, is in Ceylon. His first

Question on meeting the Russian Consul was whether he knew one 
lolonel Olcott, who had compiled a Buddhist Catechism. He said he 

was known all throughout Siberia, and he, the High Priest, was most 
anxious to see him. When he was obliged to leave for Anuradhapura 
with the Russian Consul, he expressed his strongest regret not to be able 
to wait to see the Colonel. The latter’s disappointment was, of course, 
far greater, but as the next best thing he set to work to arrange for 
a Public Meeting to be held at Widyoaaya College on the Grand Lam a's 
return, and the adoption of a sympathetic address, to be signed by 
Sumangala, Subhutni and the other Chief Priests of Ceylon, expressive 
of their hope that brotherly relations may be in time established 
between the Northern and Southern sections of Buddhism.

The Colonel distributed prizes, and made the usual speech, at 
Ananda College on the ioth January. On the nth he sailed for Japan.

N E W  B R A N C H E S .

On December iOth, a charter was issued to the Forest City T. S ., 
Cleveland, Ohio with 9 charter-members; on December 17th to the 
Heliotrope Lodge T. S., Helena, Montana, with 10 charter-members ; 
on December 18th to the Boston Lodge T. S., Boston, Mass., with 7 
charter-members. The President of the Heliotrope Lodge is Alpheus
B. Keitle, the Secretary is Mrs. Katherina N . Moore, 47, S. Rodney St., 
Helena, Mont. The President of the Boston Lodge is Mrs. Em ily 
A. Partridge, the Secretary is Mrs. Grace Van Dusen Cook, Box 2 19 , 
Needham, Mass. There are now 76 Branches in the American Section.

A l e x a n d e r  F u l l e r t o n ,
G eneral S ec re ta ry .

T H E  L A T E  RAI B A H A D U R  R. S O O R IA  R A O  N A ID U .

A  correspondent of the M adras M a il writes:— It is with deepest 
pain that I have to record the death of Rai Bahadur R. Sooria Rao 
Naidu. Without the least shadow of doubt he was one of the most 
upright, impartial and straightforward officers that Government has 
ever had. He took a very great interest in the study of Theosophy. 
Self-development, self-purification and altruism shown alike to friend 
and foe were his prominent characteristics. He lately gave a series of 
elaborate lectures on Theosophical subjects, and thus gave every 
encouragement and support to the Theosophical Branch here. In  
general, he encouraged every literary and religious movement. The 
relatives of the deceased have Our sincere sympathy.

T H E  B U D D H IS T  C A T E C H IS M  IN  B U R M E S E .

Orders for the above should be sent hereafter to the Rangoon Branch 
of the T. S., 59, Sparks Street, and not to 43, Phayre Street, the old 
address which was given in our December issue.

B A C K  N U M B E R S  O F  “ T H E O S O P H IS T ” W A N T E D .

Vol. 14  December and January issues.
„ 15 „ issue.
„ 2 May

Any person having one or more of the above numbers which he is 
willing to part with will please address (or send to) The Manager, 
Theosophist Office, Adyar, Madras, India.



SUPPLEMENT TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

M A R C H ,  1 9 0 1

M O N T H L Y  F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T .

21st December to 20th February 1901The following receipts from 21 
: acknowledged! with thanksare :

H e a d - q u a r t e r s  F u n d .
Rs. a .  p .

Arthur A. Wells, Esq., General Secretary, European Section,
T. S., 25% , Dues from 1st May to 3 1st October ^ 1 -12-6 ... 774 6 o

A  Bombay firm, for horse purchase ... 30 o o
Babu Bolanath Chatterji, do . . 10 o o
Indian Section T. S., for travelling expense of P.T.S. to the

last Convention ... . • 100 o o
Mr. C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore, subscription 3 0 0
Alexander Fullerton, Esq., for horse purchase ... ... 29 13 o
Mr. Knothe, do do ... 6 0 0
Alexander Fullerton, Esq., General Secretary, American 

Section, T. S., 25“ 'u Dues from 1st May to 3 1st December 
1900. Cheque for >£27-10-3 . ... ... ... 406 12 1 1

C. W . Sanders, Esq., General Secretary, New Zealand Sec.,
T. S., 2 5 Dues for 2nd half of year 1900, ^ 1*15-6 ... 26 10 o

A n n i v e r s a r y  F u n d ..

Amount collected through Mr. V. C. Seshachariar 394 o o
M r .  J .  Srinivasa Rao, Gooty, Donation ... ... 3 <S o
Mr. R. T. Tebbit Sivatar, Annual Dues for 1901 ... ... 15 o o

L i b r a r y  F u n d .

An F. T. S. of Burma for December 1900 and January 1901 ... 100 o o
Mr. C. Sambiah Garu, Mylapore, for do ... 3 0 0
An Australian F. T. S. ... ... 4 0 0

P r e s i d e n t ’s  T o u r  F u n d .
A  Friend ... 200 o o
A  Friend ... • 100 0 0
Dr. Edal Behram, Surat 5° 0 0
Mr. P .  D. Khan, Colombo ... 75 o o
ADYAR, MADRAS, ) T. VIJIARAGHAVA CHARI«U,

20th  February 1901. )  T reasurer, T. S.

N E W  B O O K S  F O R  T H E  A D Y A R  LIB RARY .

“ The Story of Religion in Ireland by Clement Pike : presented by
Rev John Barron. “ El Materialismo v el Espiritualismo,” from the 
L u z  Branch T.S. “ Report on the Revision of Settlement of the Karnal 
District Archeological Survey of Western India, Vol. VI., on “ The 
Muhammadan Architecture in Gujarat “ The Sharfix Architecture of 
Taunpur ” Lists of Antiquarian remains inthe Central Provinces and 
Ber&r • Do in the Nizam’s Territories ; “ The Bower Manuscript,” Part
II Fasc. I. and II.; Reports of Archaeological Survey of India, Vols. 
X IX . X X . X X I . X X II . X X III. ancl Index.



T H E  “ W E S T  C O A S T  S P E C T A T O R .”

W e  are glad to notice that the Editor of the W est Coast Spectator is 
pleased to publish an occasional article in explanation of the principles 
of Theosophy. If more of our Indian editors would follow his e x a m p le  
and that of the Editor of the In d ia n  M ir ro r—the valiant “ defender of 
the faith— rt much good might result therefrom.

N E W  B R A N C H , A U S T R A L A S IA N  SEC TIO N .

A  Charter to form a Branch of our Society at Launceston, Tasmania, 
has been duly granted, to Elizabeth Worth, M. W . Noble, H . K. W ebb, 
Richard Worth, Elizabeth Petley, G. C. Jackson, Esther Lithgow

A. M a r q u e s ,  
-----  G eneral Secretary.

B R A N C H  D IS S O L V E D , E U R O P E A N  S E C TIO N .

The Wandsworth Branch has returned its Charter, the members 
having decided to dissolve the Branch.

A r t h u r  A .  w e l l s ,
 — G eneral Secretary.

O U R  P A N C H A M A  F R E E  S C H O O L S .

B e g i n n i n g s  i n  I n d u s t r i a l  E d u c a t i o n .

The marked success which has attended the establishment of the 
Olcott Free School, and the two other schools which have since been 
founded under the same supervision, is worth}' of notice, and shows how  
eager the Pariahs are to have their children educated. The increase in 
attendance has been quite remarkable during the past six months and 
indicates that provision will have to be made for accommodating m any
more pupils than were at first expected. The parents of these children
much prefer to send them to schools where no attempt is made at prosely
ting. The children are docile, studious and eager to learn, showing that 
they are ready to take a forward step in the path of evolution, and that 
the efforts which are being made by a few people, in their behalf, are 
by no means wasted, but, on the contrary, are supplying a great and 
growing need. If our readers could only see the bright, eager faces of 
the children who attend these schools, I am sure their sympathies 
would be awakened, and they would feel anxious to do something to aid 
this movement. The upkeep of these three schools is attended writh 
considerable expense, as thirteen teachers are at present required and 
others will be needed as soon as the fourth school-house, which is now  
in process of erection, is completed. One hundred pupils are in 
readiness to attend this school as soon as it opens.

In addition to instruction in the usual branches, some attention is 
being paid to industrial education. A  class in Hook-binding is held 
weekly, in which thirty-two of the larger boys, and several ot the 
teachers, are being instructed by a practical Book-binder from Madras, 
in this useful art. The girls in the schools are carefully trained in 
needle-work, and in cutting and fitting their own garments. The older 
pupils are also trained in practical cooker}'.

The morals of the children are not neglected. At the Olcott Free 
School there is a very large weekly attendance at the Sunday-school, 
where Miss Palmer (the talented American Lady who is devoting all 
her energies to the needs of this long-neglected class of people) tells an 
ini''resting story having a useful moral, thus instilling correct principles 
into the minds of the pupils, which will help to mould their future lives. 
A  great work has been undertaken ; it is rapidly growing and needs 
assistance. Is it to be left to suffer for lack of aid ? Shall we who are 
constantly receiving help from superior beings, withhold such aid as we 
are able to give, from those who are below us ? W ho  will respond -

w .  A .  E n g l i s h .



SUPPLEMENT TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

A PR IL 1901-

M O N T H L Y  F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T .

The following receipts from 2 1st February to 20th March 1901 are 
-acknowledged with thanks :—

H e a d q u a r t e r s  F u n d .
Rs. A . p.

J*abu Upendranath Basu, Benares, General Secretary, Indian 
Section, Theosophical Society, 25"/,, Dues for last quarter 
1 9 0 0  .. •. • •. ■• .. 5 7 9  o o

Alexander Fullerton, Esq., New  York. Donation for purchase
o f  h o r se s  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 4  1 3  o

L ib r a r y  F i  n d .
A n  F. T. S. o f  Burma .. .. .. .. .. 5 0  o o

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .

A fr ien d , th r o u g h  Mr. V . C . S esh a ch a rr i . .  . .  15 o  o
M r. J . J a y a r a m C h e tty , M adras, th r o u g h  Mr. V . C. S esh a ch a rr i 5 0 0  

T h e  su m  o f  R s. 3 / 8  cred ited  la s t  m o n th  a s c o lle c te d  b y  J. S r in iv a sa  
R o w , sh o u ld  h a v e  b een  cre d ited  a s c o lle c te d  b y  V . C . S esh a ch a rr i. T h e  
to ta l  c o lle c t io n s  to  d a te  b y  M r. S esh a ch a rr i a m o u n t to  R s. 4 1 7 -8 -0 .

A d y a r , ) T. V i j ia r a g h a v a  C h a r u ;,
20th  M arch  19 01. ) Treasurer, T. S.

T H E  P R E S ID E N T ’S T O U R .

The President left Colombo on January nth, on the S. S. Sachsen, 
o f  the Norddeutscher Lloyd, touching at Penang on the ioth, Singapore 
on the 17th and Hongkong on the 23rd. Shanghai was reached on the * 
27th and Nagasaki on the 29th. The weather during the whole time was 
pleasant. 'Hie Steamer had lost a day at Singapore and Col. Olcott 
feared he would miss his connection with the Pacific mail steamer, but, 
by leaving the Sachsen at Kobi and travelling by train to Yokohama, he 

•caught the boat, the ill-fated City o f  R io de Janeiro .
Our latest advices from Col. Olcott are from San Francisco, where 

he arrived on the 25th of February, a day sooner than expected.

The first news he received was of the wreck of the steamer ‘ Rio de 
Janeiro,” on which he had come from Yokohama to Honolulu, and left 
her to proceed on her way. More than one hundred lives were lost, 
including those of the Captain, First and Second Officers, and others of 
the company’s servants, and also nearlv all the agreeable and intelligent 
passengers with whom the Colonel had passed such pleasant times 
during the transit of ten days from Japan to the Hawaiian Islands. 
This was the saddest experience he has ever had in his travels. At the 
-same time he could not help seeing the Guiding Hand which had 
arranged for him to be spared the necessity of proceeding on from 
Honolulu to San Francisco by the ill-fated vessel in question.



The week the Colonel passed at Honolulu was full of activity*, and 
rich in results. Our little band of devoted colleagues, composing the 
Aloha Branch, has been greatly strengthened and encouraged by 
contact with the President, and, as usual, he has converted all he 
has met into personal friends. On  leaving he was almost buried in 
floral wreaths and garlands of a sweet smelling vine peculiar to the 
Islands.

His transit from Honolulu to San Francisco on the steamship 
“ Coptic” was very agreeable, and his reception at San Francisco has 
been quite enthusiastic. On the evening of February 27th two or three 
hundred members and well-wishers, gave him a welcome at the charm
ing Hall of the Golden Gate Lodge, T. S., which had been tastefully 
decorated for the occasion. An informal speech of welcome was made 
by Mr. W . J. Walters, the President, and replied to by the President- 
Founder in moving terms. He was then kept busy for an hour or two 
receiving the personal greetings of old and new friends.

His first public lecture was to be given at Metropolitan Temple 011 
the subject of “ Theosophy, Religion, and Occult Science.” Another 
public reception was to be given him at Oakland, a suburb of San  
Francisco, where our valued and beloved friend, Mr. A. F. Knudsen, 
is diffusing his own devotion and energy into a local group; a public 
reception on the evening of the 2nd of March ; a lecture to the Japanese, 
through an interpreter, at their Temple> on their religion, was to be given 
011 Sunday morning, the 3rd, and another lecture on “ Buddhism” to the 
general public at the same place, and on the 7th a lecture at Oakland on 
the “ Rise and Spirit of the Theosophical Movement,” were already 
booked.

Mr. Fullerton had laid out a program filling up the Colonel’s time 
with visits along the Pacific coast, in the Territories of Montana 
and Wyoming, British Columbia, and the States of Minnesota, Colora
do, and Nebraska, up to the meeting of the American Convention at 
Chicago on May 26th. The program from Chicago eastward was to be 
arranged later. It was expected that his whole American tour would be 
finished by August, when he would be free to take the steamer down to 
Buenos Aires, in South America ; from there coming home by way o f 
Kuroje, the Red Sea and Colombo.

He is doing all that lies within his power to ^et home some time in 
November, so as to have ample time for preparations for the next con
vention, which he expects to be one of exceptional importance.

The following route program is copied from Mr. Fullerton’s m em o
randum :

“ From San Francisco, California, to Los Angeles, Cal.; San Diego, 
Cal.; San Francisco, Cal.; Sacramento, Cal.; Portland, Oregon; Tacoma 

• Washington; Seattle, Washington; Vancouver, B. C. ; Seattle, W a sh 
ington ; Butte, Montana ; Helena, Montana; Sheridan, W y o m in g ; 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, (where he is to stop May 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 
9th, among Miss Palmer’s old friends and colleagues); Denver, Colorado; 
Lincoln, Nebraska ; and Chicago, Illinois.

The Colonel writes in terms of warm praise of his kind hostess at 
San Francisco, Mrs. Hotaling, who is showing him every kindness and 
proof of good will. Among other notable things done she has presented 
him with money to replace the horses which recently died at the Adyar 
Headquarters.

Happily he preserves his robust health and high spirits, and looks- 
forward enthusiastically to the results of his American tour.

N E W  B R A N C H E S , E U R O P E A N  SEC TIO N .

A  Charter was issued on Februar\* 25th, to Mrs. Passingham, Miss 
Wheaton, Mrs. Bernard, Mrs. Pengelly, Mrs. White, L. A. D. Montague.



Mrs. Snodgrass, J. I. Pengelly and Mrs. Lake, to fonn a Branch of the 
Theosophical Society at Kxeter to be known as the Kxeter Branch.

A r t h u r  A .  W k i .l s ,
G eneral Secretary.

A M E R IC A N  B R A N C H K S .

San Lorenzo T. S. has reconsidered its wish to dissolve and will 
retain its charter. Mercury T. S., Brooklyn, N. Y., has surrendered it 
charter, and the charter of the Indiana T.S., Indianapolis, Ind., has been 
cancelled by the General Secretary and the Branch suppressed. On 
February 12th, a charter was issued' to the Wachtmeister T.S., Washing
ton, D. C., with eight charter-members. The President is Mrs. Anna M. 
Jaquess, 423, 8th St., S. K . ; the Secretary is Mrs. Katherine Glenn, 16, 2nd 
St.. N. K. There are now 76 Branches in the American Section.

A l k x a x d k r  F u l l k r t o x .
G eneral Secretary.

N K W  B O O K S  F O R  T H K  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .

From the Government of India, Archaeological Survey o f  Ind ia , A'ere 
Series, Vol. II. ; The M oghu l A rch itec ture  of la th  p u r -S ik r i, Parts 1-4 : 
Revised lists o i A n tiq u a r ia n  R em ains in  the Bombay Presidency ; “ Y’d- 

ju s h a  A n d h ita g tii P aitrim cdhika  Prayoga ,” in Telugu, 2 Vols., from 
Messrs. C. Sambiah and V. V. Seshiah. From the Bombay Branch T. S f : 
A  scientific exposition o f  p u r ity  o f  thoughts, words a n d  deeds as ta u g h t iu  
Zoroa s tr ian ism  (Humata, Huklita and Hvarshta); Progress a n d  Remrva- 
t io n ; The soul a fte r  death ; The M azdian  creed; The holv Sraosha, 
hy Mr. N. I). Khandalvala, B.A., LL.B. ; F rashokard  a n d  R e-b irth . by 
Mr. N . D. Khandalvala, B.A., LL.u. ; Laboratory dangers, by Sarah S. 
Gostling ; Zoroastrian ceremonies ; Zoroastrianism  a n d  R e-incar nation ; 
P rim itive  M azdayasnyan teachings, all in English ; and the following in 
Guzarati: Gems o f  the A vesta , by a Zoroastrian Lady; The three  
p a th s  % A  n account o f  the l i fe  o f  the E m peror K aikushro  o f  P ersia , 
in  the lig h t o f  Theosophy, by a Zoroastrian theosophist of the priestly 
class ; Some m ysterious m atters in  the Vendidad (the need of the know
ledge of theosophy); Thc gu a rd ia n  o f  advice, by a Zoroastrian ; Good 
though ts , good words a n d  good deeds, in  the lig h t o f  If'ester u sciencc a n d  
Theosophy; The Theosophical Society, its fo u n d ers , its members, its  
Zoroastrian m em bers; an explanation of objections and misapprehen
sions existing against them, by two members of the* T.S. The Zoroas
tr ia n  ceremonies; The worship o f  F ire'; D angers o f  suicide ; The A s tr a l  
L ig h t, by N. F. Bilimoria; C herdg  (the Lamp), a monthly religious 
magazine, by N. F. Bilimoria (one issue)'.



A  S Y S T E M A T I C  C O U R S E  O F  R E A D I N G  

I N  T H E O S O P H Y *

E LE M E N T A R Y . R s. A .
The Seven Principles of Man. By Annie Besant 
Reincarnation. By Annie Besant ...
Death and After. By Annie Besant 
Karma. Bv Annie Besant 
The Astral Plane. By C. W . Leadbeater 
The Devachanic Plane. By C. \V. Leadbeater...
Man and His Bodies. By Annie Besant 
Dharma. By Annie Besant 
The Ancient Wisdom. By Annie Besant 
Invisible Helpers. By C. W . Leadbeater
Dreams. By C. W . Leadbeater .............
Clairvoyance. By C. W . Leadbeater 
Key to Theosophy. By H . P. Blavatsky
The Human Aura. By Marques ... ... Paper
The Purpose of Theosophy. By Mrs. A. P. Sinnett
A  Guide to Theosophy ' .  ••"• .............
•Collection of Esoteric Writings. By T. Subba Row 
.Sadhanachatuchtaya. By R. Jagannathia
Theosophical Gleanings .............
The Scientific Basis of Theosophy .............

ADVAN CED .

Evolution of Life and Form. By Annie Besant 
Building of the Kosmos. By Annie Besant 
The Self and Its Sheaths. By Annie Besant ...
Birth and Evolution of the Soul. By Annie Besant 
Esoteric Buddhism. By A. P. Sinnett 
The Growth of the Soul. By A. P. Sinnett 
Plotinus (Theosophy of the Greeks). By G. R. S. Mead...
Orpheus (Theosophy of the Greeks). By G. R. S. Mead...
Simon Magus. By G; R. S. Mead ... Paper
World Mystery. B y G . R. S. Mead
The Secret Doctrine ; 3 vols. and Index. By H . P. Blavatsky ...
Isis Unveiled. By H . P. Blavatsky *...
Pistis Soy-hiA. By.G. R. S. Mead ............
Theosophy Applied. By Lilian Edger, m .a .

‘ > ETHICAL.

Voice of the Silence. By H . P. Blavatsky
Bhagavad Git&. Translated by Annie Besant Paper ...
The Upanishads; two vols. Translated by G. R. S. Mead and J .C .

Chatterje (Brahmacharin) each 
Light on the Path. By M. C.
Story of the Great W a r ; Lectures on Mahabharata. By Annie 

Besant
In the Outer Court. By Annie Besant 
The Path of Discipleship. By Annie Besant ..
Three Paths. By Annie Besant 
First Steps in Occultism. By H . P. Blavatsky 
Four Great Religions. By Annie Besant 
Christian Creed. By C. W . Leadbeater 
Avat&ras. By Annie Besant 
Discourses on Bhagavadgita. By T. Subba Row 
The Path of Virtue. Translated*by W . R. Old 
Doctrine of the Heart *.........  . . . .

0 9
0 9
0 9
0 9
0 9
0 9
0 9
0 9
4 0
1 3
0 13
1 1 0
5 0
1 1 2
0 4
2 0
1 1 2
0 4
0 4
0 S

0 l5
0 8
0 1
0 14
2 0
4 0
cf 1 3
3 1 0
4 0
3 4

52 0
32 0
6 0
0 >5

0 7
0 6

0 6  *
0 2

1 6
1 4
0 *5
0 9
1 S
0 *5
1 3
0 >5
0 2
0 4
0 6

* The>*e prices do not include postage.



SUPPLEMENT TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

M A Y  1 9 0 1 -

M O N T H L Y  F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T .

The following receipts from 2 1st March to 20th April 1901 are 
acknowledged with thanks *

H e a d q u a r t e r s  F u n d .
Mr. Alexander Fullerton, New York, Donation towards 

liorse purchase 
A  friend do do
Through Mr. A. Fullerton do
Mr. Alexander Fullerton, General Secretary, American 

Section, T. S., for 25 °/„ Dues from 1st January to 1st 
March 1901, Cheque for ^ 40-7-4 @  Rs. 15 per £

Mr. C. Sambiah Chettiar, Mylapore, Subscription for 
February and March 1901

L ib r a r y  F u n d .
An F. T. S. of Burma, Subscription for March 1 9 0 1  

P an ch am a  k. Fund.
A friend for a special purpose 
A 11 European F. T. S., cheque...

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .
The total amount collected of the sums subscribed in December 

1900 has been acknowledged in Theosophist. By request we subjoin a 
detailed list of subscribers.

RS. A. P.

14 13 0
I O 0
2 15 0

6 0 5 8 0

3 0 0

50 0 0

3 0 0 0 0
1 , 5 0 0 0 0

Bs. A.
1. Chittoor Branch through Mr.

C. M, Doraiswmi Mudeliar,
Pleader ... ID 0

2. Dr. Jagannatha Raju ... 1 0
K. K. Krishna Iyer ... 2 0

I. W. A. Krishnama Charri ... 2 0
5. T. G. Krishnamurthi, Plea

der, Gudivada ... 5 0
'<). I. V. Krishna How Xaidu ... 2 0
7. N. Krishna Row ... 2 0
8. G. Krishna Sastri ... I H
9. M. C. Krishnaswami Iyer ... 10 0

10. M. S. Krishnaswami Iyer ... 2 0
1 1 . Arni Kappuswatni Iyer ... 1 0
12. P. Kuppuswami Iyer ... U 8
13. V. Kuppuswami Iyer ... 20 0
14. T. 8* Lakshmi Narayana

Iyer ... 2 0
15. Two Members ... 5 0
It*. Namakkal Branch ... 14 0
17. A. L. Narasimham ... 2 0
J«S. C. Narayanaswami Iyer ... 1 0
19. A. Narayana Sastriar ... 5 0
■20. T. Padmanabha Iyah ... 4 O
21. K. Perrazu ... 5 0
22. B. S. Ramaswami Iyer ... 1 0
.23. A. Ramaswami Sastriar ... 10 0
24. B. Ranga Charri ... 2 0
20. B. Ranga Reddiar ... 4 0
20. C. J . Rangaswami Iyengar.. 2 H
27. T. Sadasiva Iyer ... 10 0
28. T. Sadasiva Row ... 7 0
-2fX Sanjiva Iyer ... 2 0

30. C. Sesha Chella Iyer
31. V. C. Sesha Charriar
32. A. Siva Row
33. Sir S. Subrahtnania Iyer ...
34. M. Subrahmania Iyer
35. C. Subrahmania Iyer
36. C. Subaya Iyer
37. Sund.iram Chetty
38. C. Sundara Iyer
39. 8. C. Srinivasa Charri
40. Arni Srinivasa Iyengar
41. Tyaga Raja Iyer
42. Vasudeva Iyer
43. Vedachella Mudeliar
44. Veeraswami Iyer 
46. Vellore Branch
46. A. Vcnkatakanniah
47. Toki Venkatapati Naidu ...
48. U. Venkata Row ...
49. D. B. Venkata Subba Row...
50. L. Venkata Varadarajulu

Naidu
51. C. V. Viswanada Sastri
52. C. Mnthuknmaraswami

Mudeliar
53. T. N. Ramachandra Iyer ...
54. T. V. Gopalaswami Iyer ...
55. T. Ramanujam Pillai
56. J. Jayaram Chetty, Madras...

Be. A.

4  O
60 0 
2 O

100 
4  
1 
1 
1
3 
1 
1 
1 
0 
2
4 0 
2 0 
2 O
5 O 

10 O
5 O

O
O
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

35 O 
10 0
5 0 
8 0
6 O

Total Rs... 417 8



The following gentlemen, who were kind enough to promise to 
pay toward Anniversary Fund, are requested to send in their subscrip
tions as early as possible :

1. Bangalore Branch through
Mr. N. P. Sobramania Iyer

2. Bezwada Branch through
Mr. Seshagiri Row

3. Chittoor Branch through
Mr. C. M. Doraiswami 
Mudcliar, Pleader

4. Coimbatore Branch through
Mr. S. N. Ramaswami 
Iyer, Pleader

5. Dr. Jaganuatha Raju . .
C. Mr. T. .layaram Cliettv, D . P.

\V., Coimbatore 
7. P. Kcsava Pillai through Mr.

Vijiorathnam Pillai, Chulai. 
"8. B. Krishnaswami Naidu, 

Chintadripet 
0. Kumbakonam Branch

through Mr. M. C. Krishna - 
swami Iyer

10. T. Lakshmiina How, Small
Cause Court. Madras

11. Madras Branch, through Mr.
C. R. Krishnama C harri...

12. Toki Naravanaswami Naidu,
Chintadripet, through Dr. 
Jagannatham

13. A. Nilakantha Sastriar, Sri
Vaikuntham

14. B. Panchapakesa Sastrinr,
Madras

15. K. Perra/.u, Cocanadu

Rs. A.

2 0 0

5 0

5 0

10 0
3 0

3 0

5 0

2 0

5 0

5 0

r> 0

3 0

10 0

3 0
5 0

A d y a r ,  M a d r a s ,  20/// A p r i l  1901.

R s .  A.
10, Chelikala llajagopala Chetti,

50, Narayana Mudaly
Street, Madras ... 10 O

17. B. S. Ramaswami Iyer
Collector’s Office, Salem ... 4 0

18. Raugoon Branch, through N.
O. Subramaniu Iyer ... 5 O

10. C. Singara Velu Mudeliar,
Madras Branch ... 1 O

20. M. Bubrahmania Iyer, Sub-
Magistrate, Gooty ... 4 ^

21 C. 8. Snbrayalu Chetty, 13
Ekathakoil Street, Madras. 2 O

22. K. Snbrahmauia Siva ... 1 O
23. S. Streenivasa Pillai, 41 Edai-

palayam Street, Madras ... O K
24. R. Swaminatha Iyer, Head

Clerk, Panrotti MunsifTs 
Court, Cuddalore ... 2 0

2o. S. Tyngaraja Mudaliar, Sub* 
Registrar, Swami Malai,
Tanjore District ... 3 0

20. Vedaranyain Branch through 
Mr. N. Pichai Pillai, Retired 
Tahsildar ... 30 O

27. G. Venkatramiah Garu, Prod-
dattur ... 10 0

28. Yenkasami Rao, Chittoor ... 1 O

Total Rs. unpaid 162 K

T . v i j  i a rA O  11 a v a  C h a r l u .
Treasurer, T. S .

TIIK  P R K S ID K N T ’S T O U R .

Success attends the President’s work at San Francisco, as it did at 
Honolulu. The press has published a number of notices of his lectures, 
and audiences numbering from 1,000 to 1 ,500, according to the state of
the weather, have attended the latter. . . . . . .  . . .  „ .

Thev have a custom at San Francisco of holding public quiz 
meetings at the Branch’s rooms ; in other words, meetings for the pro
pounding of questions to be answered by the person in charge. It will 
not surprise his Indian friends to hear that the meetings held by Col 
Olcott have been great successes, nor that the interest in them increased 
from week to week. At the last meeting heard from the hall was packed.

The suite of rooms occupied by the “ Golden Gate Branch” is as 
well appointed as the rooms of any branch that the Colonel has ever 
visited. The meeting-hall has at one end a fixed stage, or platform, with 
a semi-circular front like the one at Adyar, and a very pretty pipe-organ 
for use at musical entertainments. Life-sized portraits of the best 
known leaders of our movement hang on the wall, and at one side 
there are extensive book-cases for the Branch library. Adjoining the 
hall at one end is a very neatly kept bindery and small pnnting-press, 
and at the other a private office for Mr. Walters, an archives room, and 
a nicelv laid-out room for the compositors that set up the magazines- 
the M essenger and the Golden Chain. The rooms are in Odd Fellows 
Building, a‘large structure on the principal street, and 111 a conveniently



central locality. The considerable sum needed for the fitting-up of the 
rooms, including the press and composing room expenses, together with 
a large share of the rent, has been given by one generous member, 
whose private means are as large as her unselfish impulses are strong.

Following are some remarks made by the Rev. Nishijinia, of the 
American Buddhist Mission, San Francisco, on March 3rd, 1901 :

“  The O. and O . liner, “ Coptic,” brought to this City 011 the 25th ult., 
from the Hast, one of the best known personages of our times, the Pres- 
ident-Founder of the Theosophical Society, Col. H . S. Olcott.

** He  was most cordially greeted by a crowded assemblage, composed 
of members of his Society and sympathizing friends, at the Society’s 
Headquarters in Odd fellows Building. Bevond doubt he will be similarly 
welcomed throughout the whole country, for his name is known through
out his native land.

“ It was, of course, the duty of the Theosophical Society to welcome 
Col. Olcott as children welcome a father and mother, and we also, as 
Buddhists from the Orient, feel it our duty to welcome him as father and 
mother of this Buddhist Mission in America. Do you ask, why ? I will 
tell you. M y friends. Col. Olcott has done wrhat we Oriental Buddhists 
of Japan could never have done, and so we cannot forget the debt w’e owe 
this venerable brother, nor fail to be for ever grateful Tor his services. He 
is an American Buddhist w’ho has been working for over twenty y e a r s  to 
revive Buddhism in Ceylon and Burmah, and who in 1889, when invited 
to come to Japan, came and actually revived the sleeping religious spirit 
of our Japanese Buddhists.

“ Moreover, the establishment of the Theosophical Society through
out the world has done a great deal to .strengthen the religious and 
intellectual ideas of the western people, so that now the people of the 
Occident are getting broader views writh regard to religion, and the 
spirit of tolerance is expelling from many minds the old feeling of un
reasonableness and uncharitableness. The grand motto of the Theosophi
cal Society, “ There is no religion higher than truth," is calculated to make 
western people willing to hear about Buddhism, and to study its doc
trines ; whereas, they formerly looked upon us Orientals simply as 
heathens, the ignorant followers of an ignoble faith.

il Thus, while Col. Olcott created in the Japanese an appreciation of 
their religion, and a wish to spread its teachings in foreign lands, he has 
also been preparing the western mind to receive them dispassionately, 
smoothing the way for this first mission ever sent out to foreign lands 
in the history of Japanese Buddhism.

“ May every blessing be his.”
Colonel Olcott has to thank Miss Agnes White, ofthe Buddhist Mis

sion of San Francisco, California, for the gift of a silver Mexican coin so 
small as to be compared with nothing except the tiny chakrams of 
Travancore State.

The Colonel left San Francisco, for Southern California 011 the 
19th March, after a three-weeks’ visit of a most successful character. 
At his farewell lecture the large hall in the Odd fellows Building was 
crowded to the doors and man}- stood up. He received warm thanks from 
many people for his clear expositions of Theosophy and the Society. 
Mr. A. *F. Knudson, so w’ell known and affectionately remembered at 
Adyar, has decided to accompany the Colonel to Buenos Aires and 
thence to England, should nothing unforeseen happen. Colonel Olcott 
received the most generous hospitality from Mrs. Hotaling, F. T. S.

D K A TII O F  M. G IL L A R D .

W e  are sorry to hear from Paris of the death of our long esteemed 
friend and colleague, M. Paul Gillard, President of Le Disciple Branch 
T . S., of Paris, after a somewhat lingering illness.

M. Gillard was a very earnest and convinced Theosophist, and for a 
number of years has been one of the main-stays of Commandant Courmes 
and Dr. Pascal. At the present stage of affairs in our French Section 
earnest and unselfish workers, like him, can ill be spared.



IN D IA N  B R A N C H E S .
The following Branches have been chartered in India since January 

ist, 1901

Branches. J President j Secretary.

Jammu
Bapatla
Hyderabad (Sind) ...

Malkalmuru, Aska ...
Berhampore
So m pet
Bombay Dharma laya, 

T.S.

Diwan Amar N ath ...j 
V. Kuppusawmi Aiyar, M.A....| 
H iranaud Santokram Advanij 

B.A,, B.L. ...1 
K. V. Gopal Rao 
V*. Challapathy Rao ... | 
M. Ramadoss Pantulu

j Bhai Dan Singh.
I V. Veukatadri, b.a. 
j Khanchand P ra tap ra i.

| K. K. Ramalingam.
1 B. Yiyganoa Pantulu.
K. Jagannadham , b.a. 
G ajanan B harkarvaidya.

'N K W  B R A N C H  A T  R O M E .

A  Charter was issued March 25th, 1901, to Mme. A. Ulrich,
M. Caniglia, A. Mazzerelli, L. Mangosi, A . Lancia, A. Yeneziani and 
I*. Piattelli to form a Branch of the Theosophical Society at Rome, to 
be known as the Besant Branch.

A r t h u r  A .  W e l l s ,
(lenerai Ser re /a  ry .

U N P A ID  LE T T E R S .

Col. Olcott is extremely annoyed at being obliged to pay exhorbi- 
tant double charges on letters sent him to America during the present 
tour, by persons who do not take the pains to find out what is the rate 
of letter postage between India and the United States. On such a letter, 
which contained a request for an entirely personal favour, there was a 
stamp of 1 anna, which was the proper postage for Great Britain, but to 
America it should have been 2£ annas, and he had to pay on it 1 5  cents 
American money, or nearly 8 annas. When letters are thus addressed 
to persons who cannot afford to squander money, a great injustice is 
done, and he asks friends in India who wish to write to him, or an>' 
other person in America, to put on a 2J anna stamp.

A  lady in Russia, a member of a group of earnest students of Theos
ophy, writes us of the difficulties they meet with in their study and 
speaks of her great desire, as the member of the group with the fewest 
ties, of coming to India to learn for herself, from teachers here, in order 
that she may help them. But she is without means and must secure a 
position as teacher, either in a family, school, or as daily governess. She 
says of herself: “ I know Russian, French, German ; Italian only prac
tically, and English enough, as you see. to give the required explana
tions to teach the languages I know.”  Should any of our readers learn 
of a suitable position, we would be glad if they will let us know.

N E W  B O O K S  F O R  T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .

L a tin  Composition a n d  S y n ta x ;  T u toria l L a tin  G ra m m a r , by Hayes 
and Mason; The C entury Book o f  G ardening , 7 parts, pp. 1 to 158 , 
incomplete ; A  ryabhogavata  (Sanskrit) unbound ; Cat tui M em o ria l 
Volum e; D escriptive Catalogue o f  the Calcutta S a n sk r it College, Nos.
12 and 13 .



SUPPLEMENT TO

T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T .

J. U N E 1 9  0 1 -

M O N T H L Y  F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T .

The following receipts from 2ist April to 20th May 1901 are acknow
ledged with thanks:—

H k a d -q u a r t e r s  F u n d .
r s . A. p.

Mr. P. Nanjunda Naidu, donation ... ... ... 3 0  o
Mr. C. Sambiah Chettiar, Mylapore, subscription ... ... 1 8 0
Arthur A. Wells, P>>q., General Secretary, European Section.

T. S., for 25°/„ Dues for 6 months from 1st November 1900 
to 30th April 1901, cheque for ̂ 35-4-1 . at Rs. 15 per £  equal to 52S i o 

H . A. Wilson, Esq., General Secretary, Australian Section.
T.S., for 25° , Dues for the year 1900. A  cheque for 
£  14-18 -11 at Rs. 15 per £ ,  equal to ... ... ... 224 3 o

French Section, Theosophical Society, for 25°/„ Dues from 
January 1900 to April 19 01. A  cheque on National Bank of 
India, Ld. ... ... ... ... ... ... 301 10 5

Through Mr. Alexander Fullerton for horse purchase ... 2 15 o
L ib r a r y  F'u n d .

A n  F. T. S. of Burma, subscription for the month of April 1901. 50 o o
Mr. C. Sambiah Chettiar, Mylapore do i 8 o

A d y a r ,  M a d ra s ,  ) T. V i j ia r a g h a v a  C h a r lu ,
20th  M ay  1901. ) Treasurer, T. S.

T H E  P R E S ID E N T ’S T O U R .

A  Los Angeles F. T. S. asks us to print the following report of Col. 
Olcott’s work in that city

All whose good Karma has enabled them to make the acquaintance of Col* 
H . S. Olcott, will agree with me in declaring that the Theosophist is not large 
enough to contain half that should be known of so grand a  character.

Col. Olcott arrived in Los Angeles, March 20th, and was tendered a  reception 
by Harmony Lodge. In reply to an address of welcome the Col. gave a  sketch 
o f  the work accomplished by the T. S.

March 21st, the Col. answered questions from 3 to 5-30 p.m. and in the evening 
lectured on “  Buddhism.” March 22nd, from 2 to 5.30 p.m., Interviews ; and 8 P M., 
answ ered questions : March 23rd, from 2 to 5.30P.M., Interviews: 8 p.m. lectured on 
•‘Theosophy in the W orld’s Religions.” March 24th, the Col. attended the Golden 
Chain, and won the heart of every child present. In the evening the Col. lectured 
to  an audience of about 700 people. March 25th, a t 2 p.m. the Col. presided a t a  
special Branch meeting, and addressed a  very large audience in Pasadena ; in the 
evening returning with some friends to L. A. about 11 p.m. but even then he 
denied himself a  much needed rest, in order to answer a number of letters^ 
As a  worker the Col. was indefatigable, as a  friend the truest and gentlest, a s  
a  leader he stands alone.

No Theosophist ever won the good will of the press in Los Angeles as 
thoroughly as the Col.

Col. Olcott left for San Diego, March 27, but the effect of his visit will 
remain for many a year.

Words are inadequate to express our appreciation for the service Col. Olcott 
has rendered the race.

May the Masters ever guard and protect him is the sincere wish of Harmony 
Lodge.

S t e l l a  P. M ic h e l s e n .



W e are constantly receiving letters from friends, telling us of the 
great good our President is doing the members personally, and of the 
impetus given to the work of the Society. The following quotation from 
a letter will show tlie general tone :

Col. Olcott is here three days aheac^ of time. On W ednesday night he w as 
given a  reception, and I must say it is a long; time since we have been so 
enthusiastic. What is it that that man carries with him ? He said very little, and 
yet every one was brimming over with good feeling and spirits. He is certainly 
the personification of love and good-fellowship.

In the ‘ Ancient Wisdom,’ 2nd chap. on ‘ Reincarnation.’ page 225, old 
edition, it says : “ When the buddhic body is quickened as a vehicle of conscious
ness the man enters into the bliss of non-separateness -know ledge and ultim ately 
wisdom is the predominant element of the Causal Body, but the predominant 
element of consciousness of the buddhic body is bliss and love.’

When I read that, and after seeing our two great leaders lately, and soon 
onough, so that one was able to compare, I know where to place them . Mr. 
Leadbeater is the scholar, the man of learning and the man of certain powers, b u t 
our President is the man who has “ entered into the bliss of non-separateness.” 
He asked us to look upon him as a  fa th e r; to come to him if we had any tro u b le s ; 
to open our hearts, and he would try and help us. He did not come to teach an d  
answer questions about the infinite, but to know us and have us feel the love an d  
tenderness that was in his heart for all of us. and for every living creature . H e  
wanted no introductions ; all were his children, the most unworthy w ere tb e  
nearest. Every one in the room was touched to the heart, and felt the g rea tn ess  
and simplicity of this gentle soul. He had something when the Masters chose him  
out of all the people in the world to help H. P. B.

I appreciated Mr. Leadbeater and his knowledge more than I can tell, b u t 
this great soul is one who can appreciate human weakness and sympathise w ith  
human failings.

Our latest advices are from Portland, Ore., and Seattle, Wash., where 
the President is having crowded meetings. Col. Olcott writes us that 
the estate left him, in the latter place, for the use of the Adyar Library, 
is very valuable and the Executors hope soon to begin to realise on it.

XA.M K O F  B R A X C H  C H A N G E D .

The name of the new’ Marseilles Branch, in France, has been changed 
from Ana-Bai to Sophia.

A M E R IC A N  B R A N C H E S .

The Charlotte T. S., Charlotte, Mich., has dissolved and returned its 
charter. On March 29, 1901, a charter was issued to the Des Moines 
T. S., Des Moines, Jowa, with 19 charter-members. The President is 
Bernard R. Hale ; the Secretary’ is John M. Work, 522 Good Block, D e s  
Moines, Iowa. There are now’ 76 Branches in the American Section.

A le x a n d e r  F u l le r t o n ,  
G eneral Secretary .

IN D IA N  B R A N C H E S .

Two Branches were chartered in |India in March last—the K a r k a l  
T. S., and the Parvatipur T. S.

“ W H I T E  L O T U S  D A Y  "  A T  A D Y A R .

(From a Correspondent of the M adras MatT).
Last night [May 8th] the Headquarters of the Thesophical Society 

presented a very picturesque appearance. The platform upon which 
the statue of M .’.dr tie Blavatsky is placed was decorated with evergreens, 
ferns, and fest un., and beautiful wreaths of the white lotus adorned, 
he statue itself, wi xh, lighted from above, looked very striking.



Mr. V. C. S'eshiichariar, B .A . ,  b . l , . ,  was voted to the Chair, and among- 
those present were Miss Weeks, Miss Palmer, and Messrs. B. Panchi- 
bikesa Sastriar, B .A . ,  B . l , . ,  C. R. Krishnamachariar, B .A . ,  b .l ., B. X . 
Chandik, T. Simhachariar, D. B. Yenkatasubba Row, B .A . ,  A. Siva Row, 
b . a . ,  S. V. Rangaswami Aiyengar, B .A . ,  A. K. Sitarama Sastrigal, of 
Cuddapah, V. vSeshia Garu of Masulipatam, I)r. Jagannatha Raju, 
Pandit G. Krishna Sastri, C. Sambiah Garu, T. Vijiaraghava Charlu, 
and P. K . Ramuni Menon.

In opening the Proceedings, the Chairman referred to the absence from 
the Adyar of Colonel Olcott, the venerable and venerated co-founder, and Dr. 
English, the Recording Secretary of the Society. He observed that ihe W hite 
Lotus Day had become a regular function year after year in all the Theosophi
cal centres, and it was incumbent upon all true Theosophists to pay homage 
and do honour to tlie memory of the deceased lady who, for a g rea t many years, 
had worked a t the H eadquarters at considerable personal sacrifice in the service 
of humanity. In accordance with the wishes expressed in the last Will and T esta
ment of the deceased lady, the Chairman then called upon Pandits Krishna Sastri 
and Krishnam achariar to read selections from the GitA. After the chanting of the 
Git& was over, Mr. S. V» Rangaswami Aiyengar read portions of Sir Edwin 
Arnold’s “ Light of Asia.*'

Several of those present spoke of the great work of the Society which was 
achieved during the past quarter of a century, and expressed hope for the mighty 
future yet before it. Miss W eeks quoted statistical figures and showed that 
Theosophy had spread over 42 countries of the world. She said that all organi
sations were more or less short-lived, and the longevity of particular institutions 
depended upon the internal strength which was infused by their promoters. 
Speaking of th e  Theosophical Society, she ventured to express the hope that it 
would be a  very powerful factor in human evolution, and it would become day by 
day more acceptable to the W estern philosophers and scientists also.

Mr. S. V. Rangaswami A iykngar referred to his long association with the 
Society, and mentioned several instances in which individual members had done 
an immense amount of solid good work after imbibing the great teachings of the 
Society.

Mr. T. K. S itarama Sastriar of Cuddapah, also spoke of the good work done 
by various members o( the Society and to the immense grow th of Theosophic litera
ture all over the world. He requested the members present to realise the responsi
bility which rested on them aud to  do all that lay in their power for the furtherance 
of the work of the Society.

Tn conclusion, the C h a ir m a n  referred to the large personal self-sacrifices 
tliat were made by several European ladies and gentlemen who had devoted 
their lime, energy, money, and life to the grea t work of the Society, which started  
its beneficent career a quarter of a century ago. He paid a  tribute to the unflinch
ing perseverance of the President-Founder and the solid and substantial work 
done by Mrs. Besant, who had made India her home and Indian interests her own. 
He referred particularly to the Central Hindu College, Benares, which within the 
short space of its existence had shown such splendid results. He requested all 
present to join with him in invoking the blessings of the sages and saints for the 
prolonged good work of the Society in its various branches.

The distribution of a pamphlet, entitled “ Conquest of the Flesh,”  
by Jehangir Sorabji, brought the proceedings to a close.

T H E  O R IE N T A L  L IT E R A R Y  IN S T ITU TIO N , C O N JE E V A R A M .

The Council of Directors of the above named Institution beg 
leave to offer the following for the consideration of the public :

The Oriental Literary Institution, Conjeevaram, was founded in 
1896. W e  believe that its career—short though it has been—justifies this 
appeal to the public for sympathy and support on behalf of a National 
cause.

More than our Schools and Colleges, Newspapers and Magazines, 
the platform is an effective means for the diffusion of useful knowledge
among the masses of the people......... To institute, therefore, courses of
popular lectures in the Vernaculars, on useful subjects, is as much the 
object of this Institution, as it is to open Ayur Veaic schools and dis
pensaries ; to procure and print great works yet in manuscript; to open 
n digenous schools to work on national lines, somewhat like Mrs. Annie 

esant’s Benares College; to open Industrial Schools, etc.



Attention is also called to the following appeal:— Modern researches 
testify amply to the fact that the sacred and the philosophic literature 
of the Hast is a vast store-liouse of ancient wisdom.

The political history, past and present, of India; its present low 
state of material prosperity ; the gulf that divides the English-educated 
Indians from their fellow-countrymen, most of whom are sunk in igno
rance ; the rapid and most deplorable extinction that lias been going ou 
of the class of Pandits deeply learned in Sanscrit and the Vernaculars ; 
the long time that must necessarily elapse before the new class of 
scholars shall come into existence, adding to the deep scholarship of the 
East the critical and scientific study of the West; the difficulties, almost 
insuperable, under which only deep, original and extensive researches 
into the Indian philosophic and sacred literature can be carried on in 
these days- -these and many other circumstances make it the duty of the 
enlightened public, as it is the prerogative of the wealthy amongst them, 
to give what sympathy, support and co-operation they can, to movements 
whose object it is to revive the enlightened study of the Vedas ; to rescue 
good old books now perishing, from total extinction ; to print and pub
lish them ; and to adopt measures to bring into harmony, as far as may 
be, the ideas of the East and the West—The Conjeevaram Oriental 
Literary Institution aims at achieving these objects.

For this National cause your patronage is solicited.

The “ Madras Mail ” under date July 27, 1899, remarks :
The Oriental Literary Institution of Conjeevaram endeavours to 

revive an enlightened study of the Vedas, to rescue good, old books now 
perishing and publish them and to adopt measures to bring into har
mony, as far as may be, the ideas of the East and the West.

This movement, it is hoped, will have the sympathy and co
operation of enlightened Maharajas, Rajas, Zemindars and other gentle
men. Donations of money and of books (in any language) will be thank
fully received and duly acknowledged.

The best wishes of the Theosophist are offered for the continued 
success of this Institution.

C. B h ash yam  A iy a n g a r ,  b .  A ..
H ead M aster, C h ittu r  H ig h  School;

Secretary, O rien ta l L ite ra ry  Institu tion , Conjeevaram .

“ M A N  A N D  H IS  B O D I E S ” IX  TA M IL .

It is with pleasure that I hear of one Theosophical book after 
another being translated into the various vernaculars of India, spreading 
abroad in ever-widening circles, the beneficent influence of the ancient 
Brahma Vidya, now known as Theosophy. May the blessings of the 
Gods accompany every message of their truth, spoken by the feeble lips- 
of their servants, among the humblest of whom is

CHITTl'R , J a n u a r y  1 9 0 0 . ANN IE BESANT.
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Mr. C. Sambiah Chettiar, Mylapore, subscription .... ... 1 8 0
General Secretary, American Section T. S., 250/0 dues from
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Indian Section Theosophical Society, 250/0 dues for quarter
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L i b r a r y  F u n d .
The First Payment of the White Estate bequeathed for

T. S. Library. Cheque for £  10 1 , cashed by Madras Bank 1,502 4 o 
•An F. T. S. of Burmah, subscription for May 1901 ... 50 o o
Mr. C. Sambiah Chettiar, Mylapore, for do. ... ... 1 8 0

A n n iv e r s a r y  F u n d .

Mr. A. Singaravelu Moodeliar, Bangalore ... ... ... 20 o o

P a n c h a m a  E d u c a t io n  F u n d .

!Rt. Hon. The Earl of Mexborough £  3-3 ... ... ... 46 9 2
a d y a r , M a d r a s , ) T. V i j ia r a g h a v a  C h a r l u ,
2ofk June  1901. ) Treasurer, T. S.

T H E  P R E S ID E N T ’S T O U R .

From Seattle, Colonel Olcott went to Tacoma, Wash., and Vancou
ver, B. C.; the latter place being the northernmost, point of this year’s 
tour. In both places he had large and enthusiastic audiences, and met 
many persons during the day for private conferences. Starting east
ward, our President visited towns in Wyoming, Montana and Dakota, 
receiving the hearty welcome of the Americans and the love and vener
ation of the members of the Society for their head. From the Helena 
E ven in g  H era ld , of April 30th, we quote the following: “  Many persons 
who attended the lecture last evening, of Col. Henry S. Olcott, were led 
to look upon the Eastern philosophy in a new light. To them Theosophy 
now has a different meaning than it did before the gray-bearded philo
sopher expounded it.”  From all points we receive word that Colonel 
Olcott’s simple and lucid explanations clear away the difficulties and 
make Theosophy appear in its true light—rational and at the same time 
soul-satisfying. A  Lincoln, Neb., paper sa y s :  “ A  decided interest is 
being taken by citizens of Lincoln in Theosoph}.” From Denver, Colo, 
comes a similar report In Minneapolis, Minn., a large reception was



given in his honour on May 14th. He gave several public lectures in 
that city and in St. Paul, all of which attracted much attention and had 
very fairreports in the papers. On  May 23rd, the Colonel arrived in Chica
go and on the evening of the 25th, a reception was given him at which 
some 250 members and friends were present. The next morning, 26th, the 
Fifteenth Annual Convention of the American Section of the Theo
sophical Society was convened. A  partial report of the proceedings 
will be found in another place.

N E W  B R A N C H E S .

A  Charter was issued on May 28th to D . M . Dunlop, R. A. Vennor 
Morris, A. P. Cattanach, Miss S. O . Nilson, James Stirling, Mrs. Vennor 
Morris and F. R. King, to form a Branch of the Theosophical Society in 
London, to be known as the Battersea Branch.

A R T H U R  A. W E L L S ,

G eneral Secretary.

N E W  B R A N C H  IN IN D IA .

A  Correspondent writes: A  branch of the Theosophical Society was 
established.in Mangalore on the 23rd ultimo, at a meeting held at the 
Bandar of Mr. N . Manjunathaya, under the Presidency of Mr. J. W .  
Boys, Agent, Bank of Madras. The following office-bearers were elect
ed :— President, Mr. J. W . Boys; Vice-President, Mr. G . Seshagiri 
Prabhu, B.A. ; Secretary, Mr. M . Upendra Pai, B .A ., B .L. ; Assistant 
Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. IT. Srinivasa Row.

A N  APPEAL .

Sh illo n g  In d ia n  Club R oom s,  
S h illo n g  (A ssam ).

The io th  M ay  igor.
D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r  :

With a--view to attract the Indian public here to Theosophy, a  
Theosophical Section was added in 1 8 9 8  through the efforts of some 
members, to the General Library of the “ Shillong Indian Club,”  which, 
is a literary institution established in 1 8 7 6  and has ever since been cater
ing to the literary tastes of the Indian public of Shillong. The institu
tion is a properly constituted one, and its status is recognised by the 
Assam Government, which supplies it regularly with the A ssa m  G azette  
and other official publications, free of cost.

The Club was located in the *' Quinton Hall,” the only public 
hall of this town, which, after its restoration since the memorable earth
quake of 1 8 9 7 , was destroyed by fire on the 12th January 1900. This 
catastrophe involved the destruction of almost all the property (inclu
ding the valuable library) of the Club. The work of the Institution has, 
however, again been resumed with books mostly presented by the mem
bers and other liberal-minded gentlemen. The library has been located 
in the “ Quinton Memorial Hall” just constructed, with corrugated iroa 
roof. The Board of Control will feel grateful if the Theosophical Sec
tion of the Shillong Indian Club Library, which before the fire, was rich 
in the possession of the principal works of Madame Blavatsky, Mrs. 
Besant, and other well-known Theosophical writers, could again be 
resuscitated in a decent way. As the Institution is in sore straits, it 
has only been able to just buy the Theosophical Manuals; and as 
for some time to come the General Library will absorb the almost entire 
attention of the members of the Club, funds cannot be provided by them 
for the Theosophical Section. The Board have accordingly bid me issue 
this appeal, and I have undertaken without the least hesitation to 
comply with their request, especially because I am convinced that die 
existence of a decent stock of Theosophical works will,. by dint of the



intrinsic worth of the truth enshrined in them, and on the economical 
principle that supply creates demand, inevitably make for the spread of 
Theosophy to the infinite benefit of the public of this town. I there
fore, beg to solicit help in furtherance of the object in view, and trust 
that you will donate books or money, or render such other substantial 
help as might enable the Theosophical Section of the Library to be a 
model Theosophical Library in Assam. Should you see no objection, 
we propose that 75 per cent, of the money contributions from you, if 
any, be spent on the acquisition of Theosophical Literature, and the 
balance, on the purchase of standard works on Buddhism and Hinduism. 
Contributions will be received by me and duly acknowledged in the 
In d ia n  M ir r o r , the Theow phist and the P ra sn o tta ra . With kind wishes 
and brotherly regards.

I am, yours fraternally,

S a t y e n d r a  K u m a r  B o s e ,
J o in t  Secretary to the “ S h illo n g  In d ia n  Club

W O R T H Y  O F  E M U L A T IO N .

W e  learn from our Indian exchanges, that the Maharaja of 
Travancore has founded two scholarships, open to natives of Travancore 
who are Bachelors of Art, of the Madras or any other University. The 
scholarships are intended to enable the holders to proceed to Europe or 
America to study geology, mineralogy, mechanical engineering, agri
cultural chemistry, or any other industrial or technical subject. The 
successful candidates will be given all travelling expenses and will be 
allowed, during their stay in Europe or America, a sum of £200  per 
Annum, payable quarterly in advance. The object of these scholarships 
is to encourage technical education.

This action of the Maharaja is highly commendable, and it is to be 
hoped that other Indian Maharajas will follow his noble example.

“ A  T A R D Y  C O N F E S S IO N .”

The following from The Bengalee, will be appreciated by our Indian 
friends:

At the recent anniversary meeting of the Church Missionary Society, 
the Secretary had to make a melancholy statement. In his Report he 
observed that “ there was a marked revival Of zeal in the devotees of 
the old religion, and the weaknesses of native Christians were at times 
the sorrow of Missionaries. The Missionaries would have been more than 
human if they had not been unnerved at the sight of the Hindu revival. 
The most thoughtful among the Missionaries already perceive that the 
diffusion of education has well-nigh annihilated evangelising prospects in 
India. W e  do not know what the Secretary refers to when he laments the 
‘ ‘ weaknesses ’ ’ of Native converts. If he means the convert’s new-born 
propensity for relapsing into the faith in which he was born, we are not 
sure whether we should not call it “ strength” rather than “ weakness.” 
The convert, who had embraced Christianity not so much to satisfy 
the cravings of his conscience as to satisfy his hunger, soon finds out 
that by changing his religion he has not appreciably improved his 
prospects. He heartily rues the da}* which placed him beyond the pale 
of his own community and longs to be re-admitted to the society of his 
own people. The Arya Samaj has provided a golden bridge for the 
re-admission of such converts to Hinduism ; and the progress of this 
Sh itddh i or purification movement tolls the knell of the parting Mis
sionary Propaganda. Observant Missionaries fully realise the real state 
of thing9 ; but they console themselves with the thought that the deluge 
will come after them and not in their time. Meanwhile they are thank
ful for famine—that most powerful auxiliary of the Missionary force—  
and for such stray wanderers from the Hindu fold, as chance occasion
ally casts in their way. No wonder that the Society should have to



labour under the serious disadvantage of a deficit of ^ 40,000. John 
Bull’s faith in the propaganda seems to have already been considerably 
shaken. The stream of sixpences and sovereigns seems to have almost 
run dry. But perhaps the substantial accession to the number of con
verts, caused by the last famine, will not be without its effect upon the 
supply of the sinews of war. One generous donor contributed, we note, 
£ 10,000 on the spot.

N E W  B O O K S  F O R  T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .

P u rc h a se d :

Anandasrama Series, Nos. 4 1 , 4 2 , Parts I. to III., &  4 3  ; Old Diary 
Leaves, Second Series ; Sabdendu Sekhara (lithograph edition)-; 
A  compendium of Raja Yoga Philosophy.

P resen ted :

“ The Seventeenth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnol
ogy,” 1895-96. “ The report of the Madura Theosophical Society for
1900.”  “ Report on the search for Sanskrit M SS. during 1895 to 1900/ ’ 
by Haraprasad S'astri, Hony. Jt. Philological Secretary, Asiatic Societ\' 
of Bengal. “ Notices of Sanskrit M SS .,”  second series, by Haraprasad 
S*4stri, ofthe Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. I., Part III.

“ Mysore Govt. Oriental Series,” Nos. 23 and 24 ; “  Madhaviya 
Dhatuvrittih; ” No. 25, “ The Principles of Pravara &  Gotra,’' by 
Chentsal Rao, C. 1 . E . ; “ Adi Pur&na of Pampa, Kannada,” No. I.. 
Yogaratnakara (Medicine), Telugu and Canarese Translation, Part I.

Catalogue of Sans, printed works, 1898 ; Catalogue of English 
works, 1900; Catalogue of Sans. MSS. 1900 ; Catalogue of M SS. and printed 
works in Canarese, 1898, all in the Mysore Government Oriental Library ; 
Ch&ndogya Upanishad, Part II., published by Mr. V .C . Sesh&chari.

P eriod ica ls :

S 'd stram a la , No. 20.
K dvyam dld, Nos. 15 1 &  152.
The P and it, Nos. 5 &  6.
The Chowkhamba Sans . Series , Nos. 37, 38 &  3 9 .
Vidyodaya, Nos. 1 &  2.

Our thanks are due to Mr. M . D . Shroff, of the Blavatsky Lodge 
Bombay for copies of the following works translated into Gujarati :

“ The Story of the Great War.” “ The Path of Discipleship ”  
“ The three Paths.” “ Dharma and Hinduism.” “  Doctrine of the 
Heart.’ “ Bhagavad Git&.” “ Subodha Patrika.”  “ Chromopathy.”
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S M A L L E S T  B O O K  IN  T H E  W O R L D .

At a reception at the home of Mr. and Mrs. K. C. Havens, on the 

eighth ultimo, says a Chicago paper, Colonel H . S. Olcott was made 

acquainted with a number of Professors in the University of Chicago, 

members of the medical fraternity and some of the leading divines. The 

entire evening was spent in discussing the logical and scientific aspects 

of Theosophy. Colonel Olcott gave to Mr. C. Staniland Wake, of the 

Department of Anthropology, Columbian Museum, a copy of what is 

known as “ The smallest book in the world,” a duplicate of which he 

presented to the British Museum. It was given to Colonel Olcott by 

the custodian of the Golden Temple at Amritsar, India. Colonel Olcott 

also presented to the Field Museum a nest of diminutive wooden boxes 

made at Benares on a turning lathe of the most primitive description, 

the smallest box being only one-eighth of an inch in diameter, yet 

having a cover that fits it perfectly.—M a dras M ail.



1
“ C H R IS T IA N  M ISS IO N S  IN  IN D IA .”

Mr. Isaac Jackson wrote to the Pioneer last year concerning Chris

tian Missions in China, and was advised by the missionaries, to study 

the subject of Foreign Missions more carefully, before attempting to 

again enlighten the public on this matter. He now writes to the 

Pioneer that he has “ taken this advice,” and proceeds to let in a good 

many rays of light on the question of Foreign Missions, and finall\‘ 

says that “ all the statistics given below are taken from reports issued 

by the Missionaries themselves.” W e  have space for only a few ex

tracts from the lengthy article on “ Christian Missions in India/' 

Concerning the report of the Church Missionary Society, it is stated 

that the “ Baptisms for the year” ending 3 1st March, 1900, were 8,423, 

of whom 5,978 were children ! It does not say whether these were 

“ w ithout the ir  p a re n ts” or not ; but, setting aside the children, there 

remain “ 2,445 adult conversions as the fruit of the labours of 3 ,0 18  
Missionaries.” “ In the previous year’s report (1899) the number 

of communicants was returned at 33,804. Adding to this, the 

8,423 baptisms recorded in the report for 1900, the number should 

now be 42,227, whereas the actual figures are 35,640 ; thus registering 

a loss of 6,587. This would reduce the net gain— including chil

dren and adults—to 1,836 as the result of the labour of over three 

thousand Missionaries and an expenditure of ^ 1 1 3 ,631—an all-round 

cost of over ^60 per convert, without reckoning the money raised and 

spent locally.” .Speaking of the work in Bengal, he says: “ Last year 

there was a staff of 443 agents who received from England over ^ 15 ,000. 

During the twelve months they baptised 10 1 adults and 554 children—  

one adult convert to every four. missionaries.” Further on we read: 

“ At Bellary, after 90 years’ work and with a present staff of 46 agents, 

there are 166 Church members, an average gain of less than two per 

year, while there is an actual decrease from 172 to 166 members during 

the past four years. Last year the 46 agents baptised 15 adults and 

children out of a population of 736,000.”

Again, “ In Madras there are 201 Church members after 70 years’ 

propaganda with a staff of 63 Missionaries. * There are distinct signs 

of progress’ is the cheering statement in the report for 1900 (p. 16 4 ), 

and the only evidence of its presence is that the Church members haVfe 

dropped from 221 in 1896, to 201 in 1900.” Some of these‘ converts* 

above referred to, are gathered in from other missions and re-baptised, 

it is stated. There is much more of the same sort given in the article 

in the Pioneer.

N E W  B O O K S  F O R  T H E  A D Y A R  L IB R A R Y .

The “ Science of the Emotions “ Vaidika Dharma Sdtrani,”  by  

Swami Datta D a s ; “ The Funeral ceremonies of the Parsees,” their 

origin and explanations, by J. Jamshadji Mody ; Transactions o f  th e  
A sia tic  Society o f  J a p a n , of Japan. Vol. X X V III . ; “ P&panas'a Sthula 

Purina ;” “ Prasnottara Malika,” in Malavalam characters.
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N O T I C E .

The Theosophical S o c ie ty , as such , is  n o t responsible f o r  a n y  o p in io n  or 
d eclara tion  in  th is  or a n y  o ther Jo u rn a l, 'b y  whom soever expressed, unless 
con ta ined  in  an  official docum ent.

T h e  Theosophist w ill a p p e a r  each  m o n th , a u d  w ill c o n ta in  n o t le ss  th a n  64 p a g e s  of 
r e a d in g  m a tte r . I t  is now  in i ts  22nd y e a r  of p u b lic a tio n . T h e  M a g a z in e  is  offered 
«,s a  veh ic le  fo r th e  d isse m in a tio n  of fa c ts  a n d  o p in io n s  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  ’ A sia tic  
re lig io n s, p h ilo so p h ie s  a n d  sc ien ces ; c o n tr ib u tio n s  ou a ll of w hich  s u b je c ts  w ill be 
g lad ly  rece iv ed . A ll l i te r a r y  co m m u n ica tio n s  sh o u ld  be  a d d re sse d  to  th e  Editor, 
A d y a r, M adras, a n d  sh o u ld  be w r itte n  ou oue sid e  of th e  p a p e r  o n ly . R e je c te d  MSS. 
a re  n o t r e tu rn e d .

P re s s  M S S . go  by p o st a t  n e w sp a p e r ra te s  if b o th  en d s  of th e  w ra p p e r  a re  le f t  open,
N o  a n o n y m o u s d o c u m e n ts  w ill be a ccep ted  fo r in se r tio n . C o n tr ib u to r s  shook! 

fo rw a rd  th e ir  M S S . iu th e  e a r ly  p a r t  of th e  m o u th . W r ite r s  o f c o n tr ib u te d  article* 
a r e  a lone  re sp o n sib le  fo r o p in io n s th e re in  s ta te d .

P e rm iss io n  is g ivon  to  tra n s la te  o r  copy a r tic le s  upo n  th e  sole c o n d itio n  o f  credit* 
in g  th em  to  th e  Theosophist.

O nly  m a tte r  fo r p u b lic a tio n  in th e  Theosophist sh o u ld  be  a d d re s s e d  to  th e  E ditor. 
B u siness le t te r s  m u s t in v a ria b ly  go to  th e  “ B u s in e ss  M a n a g e r .’*

A G E N T S -

T h e  Theosophic  M ag azin e  an d  th e  p u b lic a tio n s  of th e  T h eo so p h ica l S o c ie ty  m ay b e  
o b ta in e d  fro m  th e  u n d e rm e n tio n e d  A g e n ts :—

_______ „ „ „  . S t r e e t ; T h e  O ccu lt *
P u b lish in g  Co., P .O . Box, 2046.

C h icag o .— S e c re ta ry , C h icago  T h eo so p h ica l S oc ie ty , 26, V a n  B u re n  S t .
Paris.—M m e. S av a lle , 47, R u e  des P e t its  C ham ps.
S a n  F ra n c is c o .—M an ag er, Theosophic Messenger, R oom  7, O dd  F e llo w s ’ B u ild in g . 
A u s t r a l ia .— M rs. W . J .  H u n t, H on . M a n a g er, 80, S w an s to n  S tre e t ,  M e l b o u r n e ; o r

H . A . W ilson , 42, M a rg a re t  S t., S y d n ey .
N ew  Z e a la n d .— C. W . S a n d e rs , M u tu a l L ife  B u ild in g s , L o w er Q u e e n  S tre e t ,  ] 

A u c k lan d . . |
T h e  F a r  E a s t .— K elly  a n d  W alsh , S in g a p o re , S h a n g h a i  a n d  Y o k o h a m a .
W e s t  In d ie s .— C. E . T ay lo r, S t. T hom as. .
C eylon .— P e ta r  d e  A brew , N o. 40, C h a th a m  S t.,  F o r t ,  C o lom bo ; o r , M a n a g e r  cif 

th e  B u d d h is t , 61, M alib an  S tr e e t ,  P e t ta h ,  C olom bo. ,
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advance. Back numbers and volumes may be obtained at the same price.

Money Orders or Cheques for all publications should be made payable only to the 
Business Manager, Theosophist Office, and all business communications should hr 
addressed to him at Adyar, Madras. I t is particularly requested that no rem ittances ahal 
be made to individuals by name, as the members of the staff are often absent f r o m  A d y a  
on duty. _______ ■ _

NOTICE.
Subscribers to the T heosophist should notify any change of address to the B usin cJ 

Manager, so that the Magazine may reach them safely. The Proprietors of the T uf.J 
sophist cannot undertake to furnish copies gratis to replace those that go astray throug 
•carelessnesson the part of subscribers who neglect to notify their change of address 

Great care is taken in mailing and copies lost in transit will not be replaceij



T HE Theosophical Sooiety was formed at New York, November 17th, 1875. Its founders 
believed that the best interests of Religion and Soience would be promoted by the re

vival of Sanskrit, Pali, Zend, and other ancient literature, in which the Sages and Initiates 
had preserved for the use of mankind truths of the highest value respecting man and nature. 
A Sooiety of an absolutely unsectarian character, whose work B hould  be amicably prosecuted 
by the learned of all races, in a spirit of unselfish devotion to the research of truth, and with 
the purpose of .disseminating it impartially, seemed likely to do much to check materialism 
and strengthen the waning religious spirit. The simplest expression o f the objeots of the 
Society is the following :—

First.— To form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, without distinction 
of race, oreed, sex, caste or colour.

Second*— To encourage the study of comparative religion, philosophy and science.
T h ird -— To investigate unexplained laws of Nature and the powers latdnt in man.
No person’s religious opinions are asked upon his joining, nor any interference with them 

permitted, but every one is required, before admission, to promise to show towards his 
fellow-members the same tolerance in this respect as he claim B  for himself.

The H ead -q u arte rs , offices and managing staff are at Adyar, a suburb of Madras, where the 
Society has a property of twenty-seven acres and extensive buildings, including 
one for the Oriental Library, and a spacious hall wherein T. S., Conventions are held 
on the 27th of December, once in two years (on alternate years in Benares).

The Society is not yet endowed, but there is a nucleus of a Fund, the income from the 
investment of which is available for current expenses; thes9 are mainly, however, met by 
donations, and one-fourth of all fees and dues collected by Sections, and fees and dues from 
non-sectionalised countries.

AU Bequests intended to benefit the Society as a whole, must be made to “ The Trustees for 
the time being of the Theosophical Society, appointed or acting under a Deed of ^rust, dated 
the 14th of December 1892, and dulŷ  enrolled.”

The Society, as a body, eschews politics and all subjects outside its declared sphere of work. 
The Rules stringently forbid members to compromise its strict neutrality in these matters.

The Theosophist is private property, but under the Revised Rules it is the organ of the 
Society for the publication of official news. For anything else in the Magazine, the Sooiety is 
not responsible.

Many Branches of the society bave been formed in various parts of the world, and new ones 
are constantly being organised. Op to Dec. 27,1000, 607 Charters for Branches had been issued. 
Each Branch frames its own bye-laws and manages its own local business without inter
ference from Head-quarters; provided only that the fundamental rules of the Society are not 
violated. Branches lying within oertain territorial limits (as, for instance, America, Europe, 
India, Ac.,) have been grouped for purposes of administration in territorial Sections. For 
particulars, see the Revised Rules of 1896 and 1899, where all neoessary information with 
regard to joining the Society, &c., will also be found: to be had free on application to the 
Recording Secretary of the Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras; or to the General Secreta
ries of the Sections, as follows :

In Europe, apply to Dr. Arthur A. Wells, 28, Albemarle Street, W., London. In Scandinavian 
countries to P. Erik Liljestrand, Engelbreohtsgatan, 7, Stockholm, Sweden. In Holland, to 
W. B.tFrioke, Amsteldijk, 76, Amsterdam. In France, to Dr. Th. Pascal, 52, Avenue 
Bosquet, Paris. In India, to Upendranath Basu, Benares, N.-W. P., India. In America, 
to Alexander Fullerton, 46, Fifth Avenue, New York City. In Australia, to H. A. Wilson
42, Margaret St., 8ydney, N. S. W. In New Zealand, to C. W. Sanders, Mutual Life 
Buildings, Lower Queen Street, Auckland. In Ceylon, to Mrs.* M. M. Higgins, Mu Beaus 
School and Orphanage for Buddhist Girls, 8, Rosmead Place, Cinnamon Gardens, Colombo s 
or to Mr. H. S. Perera, 61, Maliban St., Colombo.

N O T I C E .

A  New and Revised Explanatory Catalogue of 30 pages, containing the titles of 
over 700important and interesting works upon T H E O S O P H Y , R E L IG IO N , M AGIC , 
P H A N T O M S , SP IR ITU ALISM , THOUGHT- READING , M E SM E R ISM , P S Y 
C H O M E T R Y , A S T R O L O G Y , P A L M IS T R Y , H Y G IE N E , ETC., may be had free 
upon application to the Manager, Theosophist Office, Adyar, Madras. All books are 
sent by V. P. P. in India, Burma and Ceylon for the price marked in the Catalogue, 
with the addition of postage and V. P. Commission.



To save needless trouble, always* observe the following rules:
1. All correspondence from any country about Head-quarters (Non-Indian) 

T. S. business, address to The Recording Secretary, T. S., and ail cash remittances for 
the support of Head-quarters, to the Treasu cr, T.&., A d y a u ,  M a u  h a s .  Cable telegrams 
address “ O l c o t t ,  M a d e  a s . ”

2. Letters to myself should be address d to me at Adyar: confidential ones to be 
marked “ Private.”

3- All letters about Indian Branch work and Fellows, applications for member
ship in India, and for blank forms, and all fees, dues and donations Cor the support of 
the Sectional work in indiaonly, address to T h e  G e n e b a l  S e c r e t a r y , I n d i a n  S e c t i o n  
T .  S., Benares, N . - W .  P., India. Telegraphic and cable address: B e s a n t , B e n a k e s .

4. All business relating to tho Theosophist and orders for books and publications 
of all kinds, address only to 27/e Business Managert Theosophist Office, A d y a r .

5 . A l l  m a t t e r s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  in t h e  Theosophist and b o o k s  f o r  r e v i e w ,  address 
only t o  The Editor o f the Theosophist, A d y a r .

A d y a r ,  January, 1895. H. S. OLCOTT, P. T. S.

MADAME BLAVATSKY’S WORKS.
T h k  S ec r k t  D o c t r in e , 3 V o l s .

w it h  sepa r a t e  I n d e x  V o l . ... 
T h ir d  V o l. (separately)
Is is  U n v e il e d  ...
K e y  to T h f.oso phy , 3rd  a n d  

R e v is e d  E n g l ish  E d it io n  ...

RS.

52
13
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5 0

G em s  fro m  t h e  E ast  
N ig h t m a r e  T a l e s , pa per  co ver  
T h e  V o ic e  op t h e  S il e n c e  ... 
I n d e x  V o l . to t h e  S ec r et  D oc

t r in e  ...

as.
1*

0

0

A .

1 4
7
7

13 0

Obstacles to Spiritual Progress
B y L. 1 i ! d « e r ,  M.A. Price As. 8 .  

A  course o f  three lectures delivered  
at th e inform al m eetin g  last D ecem ber  
at A dyar H eadquarters.

THEOSOPHY APPLIED,
(Adyar% Convention Lectures, 1897.) 

B y  L,. E d g e r , M .A . P r ice  A s . 15 .
INDIAN TOUR LECTURES.

B y  L- E d g e r ,  M .A .  Price A s . 1 2 .

E N G L I S H  P E R I O D I C A L S .

THE THEOSOPHICAL REYIEW.
J  M o n th ly  M agazine devoted to Theosophy. (F ounded  in  1887).

Founded by H . P. B L A V A T S K Y ; Edited by Annie Besant and G. E. S. Mead. 
Published on tbe 15th of each month by the Theosophical Publishing Society. 3, 

Langham Place, London, W. Terms,— 12 Shillings or Rs. 11a year, in advance. 
Indian Agent, Business Manager, Theosophist.

THEOSOPHY IN AUSTRALASIA:
The Monthly Organ of the Australasian Section, Dei'otcd to lhe Dissemination 

of the Principles of Theosophy. Annual subscription Rs. 3-8.

Published at the Head-quarters of the Section, 42, Margaret St., Sydney, Australia.

HEW ZEALAND THEOSOPHICAL MACAZINE.
Edited and published at the Auckland head-quarters, T. S., Lower Queen Su  

Aunual subscription Bs. 2.

THE THEOSOPHIC JKESSENGER.
Edited by AV. J. Walters aud published at Odd Fellows’ B ’dg., San Francisco. Cal. 

Annual subscription Us. 2.

Either of the above Magazines, and all new books announced in *>hem may be 
subscribed for or ordered through the Manager of the Theosophist.
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