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NOTES OF THE MONTH

TWO books dealing with psychical experiences of more than
usual interest have recently made their appearance from two
London publishing houses. The first of these, " Glimpses of
the Next State,” * by Vice-Admiral Usbome Moore, issued by
Messrs. Watts & Co., deals with the investigations of the well-
known Admiral into mediumistic and spiritualistic phenomena
of all sorts in England and America. Admiral Moore does not
lay claim to clairvoyance or any power of this kind, and his
investigations are naturally in the nature of an inquiry into the
two new (@6™1“1611658 °* the claims of other people— psycho-
metrists, clairvoyants, trance mediums, inspirational

PUBLICA- speakers, automatic writers, etgc., etc. Such books
tions have appeared before, and will doubtless appear
again. The interest lies, in this case, in the thorough-

ness of the investigation undertaken by a gentleman of position
and repute into phenomena with regard to which some dozen

* Glimpses of the Next State. By Vice-Admiral Usbome Moore.
London: Watts &t Co. 7s. 6d. net. The book is reviewed on a later

page of the present number. t
n
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238 THE OCCULT REVIEW

years ago he was a complete sceptic. | may add that a further
interest attaches to the book through its being issued from the
publishing house of Messrs. Watts & Co., who have in the past
made a name for themselves by the issue of books characterized
not infrequently by what the occultist might term a somewhat
aggressive materialism. Times change, indeed, and the fact
that such a firm has issued such a book is one of the most remark-
able indications that could be adduced of the growth of the
spirit of candid-minded investigation and the increasing open-
mindedness of the general public. The other book, " The Begin-
nings of Seership * by Vincent N. Turvey,* has been issued by
Stead's Publishing House, a natural home for this class of litera-
ture, and its interest is enhanced by an unusually long preface
by Mr. W. T. Stead himself. This book, to which, in the main,
I propose to devote my Notes of the Month, is of a different char-
acter to Admiral Moore’s, being the record by the “ seer” of
his own “ seership.” His experiences are constantly confirmed by
guotations from the letters of those who have consulted him
from time to time, or to whom he has communicated his super-
normally obtained knowledge unconsulted. The names of his
correspondents are sometimes quoted, sometimes not; but in
every case the letteis are preserved, and are open for inspection
by the curious or the sceptical on application to the Pub-

Vincent s7ers> There is a marked difference between Mr.
Turvey's book and, so far as I am aware, all those
publications of a kindred nature which have gone
before it. The defect of most of these lies in the
fact that the narrator of his or her experiences is quite oblivious
of the importance from the point of view of the reader of explain-
ing carefully the methods by which his or her supernormal com-
munications are obtained. There is a lack of self-analysis in
one and all, and the self-applied critical faculty is everywhere
absent. Mr. Turvey, on the other hand, is careful to analyse
his own sensations and his own methods of arriving at his con-
clusions. He does not, like so many psychics, wrap himself
up in a kind of veil or cloud. He does his best, on the other
hand, to let in the strongest possible light upon his own physical
and psychical conditions. Take, for instance, the case in which
he describes the means by which he gets en rapport with coming
events i—

TURVEY 'S

* The Beginnings of Seership, or Super-normal Mental Activity. By
Vincent N. Turvey. 3* 6d. net. London: Stead’s Publishing House.
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At certain times (he says) | see a sort of film or ribbon continually
moving, as does an endless belt in a cinematograph film. This film is
in colour of a very, very pale pinky-heliotrope, and it seems to vibrate
with very great velocity. Upon it are numerous little pictures, some
of which appear to be engraved on the film itself, whilst others are like
pale blue photographs stuck on to the film. The former | have found to
refer to past events, the latter to those about to happen. The locality
of the event is judged by the scenery and the climatic heat. 1 have
to estimate dates by the clearness of the pictures.

Another instance is equally illuminating. He describes a form
of telepathic clairvoyance with which he is familiar in the follow-
ing suggestive passage—

In plain long-distance clairvoyance | appear to see through a tunnel
which is cut through all intervening physical objects, such as towns,
forests and mountains. This tunnel seems to terminate just inside Mr.
Brown’s study, for instance; but | can only see what is actually there,
and am not able to walk about the house, nor to use any other faculty
but that of sight. In fact, it is almost like extended physical sight on
a flat earth void of obstacles. (This tunnel also applies to time as well
as to space.)

Mr. Turvey has also a pet telepathic method of his own to
which he devotes an interesting chapter. This is what he calls
" phone-voyance." He defines it as “ the possession of the
ability at times to give clairvoyance through or when using

the telephone.” That is to say, he makes the tele-

phone Pk°ne his telepathic medium of communication

voyance ? t"e at the other end. In other words

he sees and senses telepathically by this medium.

Says Mr. Turvey : * The word *phone-voyance ' implies four

things. Firstly that there is a demonstration of psychic vision*

secondly that there is physical contact; thirdly that this contact

is by means of a telephone company’s wires and instrument;

and fourthly that the clairvoyance is simultaneous with the
physical contact.”

Mr. Turvey has a method of phraseology of his own, but it has
the merit of a simplicity and perspicuity in striking contrast to
the numerous coined phrases which are nowadays adopted in
psychic text-books since the leading scientists of Europe took to
invading the realm of the occult. When Mr. Turvey'’s conscious-
ness leaves his body on one of its little trips to a neighbouring
locality he finds it necessary to differentiate between the self
which he has left at home and the self which has gone on an
astral voyage. In order to do this he uses the pronoun " Me”
with a capital " M ” and in inverted commas, to denote the body
which remains at home; while " I,” also in inverted commas,

Original from
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represents that part of Mr. Turvey’s consciousness which appears
to function at a distance from the body. He exemplifies his own

use of the pronouns as follows — >
Thus " ‘1’ went to Mr. Brown's house in Bedford, and *Me * des-
cribed to Mr. Jones what ‘| * saw there,"” may be taken to mean that,

while Mr. Jones was talking to me in my house at Bournemouth, a part
of my consciousness seemed to be able to function in Mr. Brown’s house
at Bedford, and in some way or other | was able to tell Mr. Jones what
Mr. Brown was doing, at the same time that that part of my consciousness
was, in some partially embodied form, apparently walking about Mr.
Brown's house.

As far as | can gather, Mr. Turvey finds that he is simul-

taneously conscious both in his " 1” and “ Me’' capacities.
Elsewhere, we get a very illuminating passage describing
what Mr. Turvey calls his “ Mental-body travelling." He

pictures himself flying through space at a velocity which renders
mental tle New °* tle country indistinct and blurred.
He appears to be " about two miles above the earth

and cam only barely distinguish water from land

vblling. of jorest from city.” The " I,” or in other words
the self that is travelling, on arrival at its destination, say Mr.
Brown's house in Bedford, " is not only able to see into one room
but to walk about the house, see the contents of various rooms
and boxes, touch the curtain, feel that it is made of velvet, move
a table or smell an escape of gas, diagnose a disease and generally
look into the surroundings of Mr. Brown.” This “ 1" has on
occasion succeeded in making itself visible and also- in hearing
parts of conversations. In addition to this it has controlled a
medium and introduced itself through the medium’s organism
to the people in the room. All this record is of remarkable
interest, but it is of interest because it gives just those details
and just that special information which elsewhere the student
of such phenomena has looked for in vain. It is for the same
reason that the following paragraph is so extremely noteworthy.

" Scientists,” 1 would urge, ” please copy.”

When, in addition to hearing and seeing, with the " mental body,"
' 1 ” also moves matter, " | ” seem to make use of the medium's " psychic
force,” which " 1 " appears to draw from his wrists or knees as a sort of

red sticky matter (part of his " energy " or “ vitality ” body ?). At
any rate, that is what appeared to happen when on one occasion “ I "
lifted a bed with two people in it, and spoke to one of them in the " direct "
voice. Physically | dare not attempt to lift a small child, for | have
not the strength to do it.

Now, with regard to the author’s credentials, Mr. Turvey
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is not a professional medium. He is not, if I may use the phrase,
" on tap " for any one to exploit. His powers come and go and
he employs them when they are there, and that is all. He is a
man of independent means, with a wife and family. He was
conscious of psychic powers as a child, but these left him. Sub-
sequently, long-continued illness and physical suffering appear
to have had the effect of bringing them back. For some eight
years Mr. Turvey has lived the life of an invalid with a collapsed
lung. He has lived, that is, practically alone in his garden in a
tent and has “ spent about ten or twelve hours a day either
reading, writing, talking to inquirers, or meditating
sT upon occult things.” As a result of this he has
in mr developed the powers of an English yogi. *My
iUKVE *s illness,” he says, ” and my meditation have pro-
duced or awakened my psychic gifts, and all the
‘ yoga, Vedic, and Gnostic teachings which 1 now
read and much more besides, seem to be familiar to me. | seem
to have evolved them in my own mind during meditation from
a sort of memory." Mr. Stead, his editor, says with regard to
him : " There is nothing to suggest the existence of anything
very abnormal in Mr. Turvey. He is an ordinary, quick-witted
business man who has had the advantage of his engineering
training, and the disadvantage of very bad health.” In addition
to this, Mr. Stead tells us that in appearance he is a miniature
edition of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain.

I do not propose to fill this number, as I might well do, with
examples of Mr. Turvey's experimentations with his psychic
powers. | will merely quote one instance which will serve as a
fair sample of others, an instance the more valuable as it is one
in which telepathy, even in its most exaggerated form, could
not be put forward as an explanation. It is an example of what
Mr. Turvey terms " long-distance clairvoyance,” and it is
recorded in a letter by Mr. J. Allan, for whom our author gave
the test. The letter runs as follows—

Bournemouth,
February 22, 1904.

Dear Mr. Turvey,—

I am perfectly willing to substantiate the following events:—

Towards the beginning of 1903, | called at your house as regards
the re-wiring of the house you had just purchased. Somehow the con-
versation got on to the mysterious; you stated you had certain gifts,
and | expressed my desire to make a test. You immediately informed
me, although | was an absolute stranger to you, that I was a married
man, and had one child, a son, whose name you gave me in full. Yon

riamai fix
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correctly described the greater part of my house and furniture, and also
described my wife, particularly mentioning a certain sort
TELEPATH- Df purse she carried. You then went on to inform me
ISTSPLEASE that | had that morning been considerably bothered by
EXPLAIN 1 the mislaying of certain books in the office. In a moment
or two you told me that my mother was living in Glasgow;
you described the interior and exterior parts of the house, particularly
mentioning an old sword that was hanging on the wall, and stated, quite
correctly, that this sword was used by one of my ancestors on the heights
of Quebec under Wolfe. You even added : " Your mother is lying
ill, and 1 am sorry to tell you she is suffering from one disease and is being
medically attended under misapprehension for another.” This | subse-
quently found to be correct by having a consultation. You also gave
me a long and detailed account of my brother's life, and you told what
was probably his exact occupation at the time of speaking, that is to
say, he was gold-mining in Alaska.
Yours, etc., J. Allan.

Mr. Turvey observes in comment on the statement, " Your
mother is suffering from one disease and being treated for an-
other,” that he did not like to say “ dying,” although he was
conscious that this was the case. A subsequent consultation
showed that the lady in question was dying from cancer and
had been treated for sciatica. The point was one of which no
one at the time that the test was given could have had any know-
ledge. Even had the lady been subconsciously aware of her
own condition, she could not have telepathed the fact to a man,
i.e. Mr. Turvey, of whose very existence she was in ignorance.
The scientist may endeavour to make telepathy cover incidents
of this kind, but such attempts merely result in the reductio ad
absurdum of all evidence.

The subject of unlucky houses and unlucky articles has been
dealt with in previous numbers of the Occult Review, and
some remarkable instances in this connection have been adduced
both by my correspondents and myself. It is curious to
notice that the house of the murdered Prime Minister of Russia,
Monsieur Stolypin— the official residence of the Minister of the
Interior—is one of those which bear an evil reputation, so bad,

another ** *act’ the new Prime Minister, Monsieur
unlucky Kokotsov, has absolutely declined to take up his
house ab°de there. Thirty-two years ago Madame Stoly-

‘ pin’s uncle, General Mesenzof, was assassinated

there by revolutionists. His successor, General Potazof, went
mad while in occupation of the house. Two Ministers of the
Interior who lived there, the notorious Monsieur de Plehve and
Monsieur Sipiaguin, were both victims of Nihilist attacks. Three
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other Ministers who held the same office thought better of it,
and decided to live elsewhere. These were Count Louis Melikof,
Count Tolstoi, and Monsieur Duenovo. All of these passed
through their term of office without any untoward incident.

The superstitious will be, perhaps, disposed to read some
prophetic meaning into the curious incident which is recorded as
having occurred at the celebration of Sedan Day, the French
anniversary of disaster. In the Saxon town of Artern, hun-

was this <re”s °* *ke inhabitants, we are informed, had

n omen ? 8atkere<* ™ the large square which has Bismarck’s
AN statue in its centre, when suddenly the sword which

the figure of the maker of modern Germany holds extended at
length dropped from the statue’s hand and fell noisily to the
ground. The fall of the sword was immediately followed by that
of the sword-arm of the Imperial Chancellor.

Talking of Germany and German political affairs, it is, |
think, worth while to quote the story of a prediction made by
a celebrated sibyl to the late Kaiser Friedrich, when Crown
Prince. The prophetess in question was evidently an employer
of Kabalistic methods, as her deductions were the result of
a manipulation of numbers. On being consulted by the then
Crown Prince she took a sheet of paper and wrote down the date
of the Prussian Revolution, 1849. Placing the same figures in a
vertical position, and adding them up beneath the original total
brought her to the period of the Franco-German War, 1871, a date

which she declared would see the rise of the German

Empire. She proceeded to take this date again

emperor plac’n6 i*s own digits one beneath the other,

and then repeating the previous process, she arrived

‘at the number 1888, which she declared would be

the date of her consultant’s death. One further question was

put to her by her Imperial visitor : “ How long,” he asked,

" would the Empire of Germany last ?” She took the last

figures again, and placing them vertically beneath their sum,

she added up, and gave him the figures 1913. | subjoin the

very simple calculations involved, so that every reader can
arrive at the results for himself.

1849 i 18 71 i 1888
I Z o z
8 e 8 s 8
A e T e 8
O Z s 8
187z 1888 1913
Original from
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I have alluded specially to this incident as it coincides in a
curious way with the date | have already given in these pages,
the year 1913, as a time of special disaster to the present Kaiser.
My calculation, 1 may add, was not based on numbers, but on
astrology. The very threatening position of the planet Uranus
in this year in relation to the horoscope of the Emperor William,
is one which no astrologer could overlook, afflicting as it does
the radical position of Saturn and also the position of the Sim at
birth, which is already gravely menaced in the Imperial nativity.

To what extent are animals in possession of senses which
are absent or quite rudimentary in the average human being ?
There are many incidents recorded in which animals have ap-
peared to possess a sense of sight in connection with
ACUTE . )

ES}’Ch'C phenomena which their masters have lacked.
SENSE IN [ -
ives have been saved time and again through this

" remarkable power in regard to which the lower
race appears to have the better of the human. A letter which
recently appeared in the Daily Express is worth quoting in
extenso in this connection. One who signs himself “ Puzzled "
writes as follows —

Sir,— Can any of your scientific readers explain the following phen-
omenon ?— | have a little fox terrier who was viciously attacked some time
ago by a big retriever which passes my house several times a day with its
master. Now, whenever the retriever passes through the street my terrier
invariably notifies us of the fact by excitedly barking and running around.

He certainly cannot see the retriever because the window is too high
to admit of that. Moreover, he is usually lying down on the hearthrug
when he begins to give us warning of the retriever’s approach— the retriever
being sometimes at the extreme end of the street, and even not visible to us
from the window.

How, then, does my little dog know of the other’s approach ? s it
possible he possesses a sort of Rdntgen-rays sight, and is able to see objects
through the walls of the room ? Or is it possible he possesses some other
sense— or intuition, or instinct— which science hasyet to discover ? Per-
haps some one may be able to throw a little light on the subject.

Where is the explanation of this incident to be found ? The
suggestion of a sort of Roentgen-rays sight is, | think, incredible.
May we not attribute it to an abnormally developed sense of
smell ? To talk of intuition is hardly to the point. Some appeal
to its senses, in whatever form, must suggest to the canine intelli-
gence the proximity of the foe.

My readers will be interested to know that in view of the
season of the year the next number of this magazine will be a
specially enlarged and attractive issue. It has been decided on
this occasion to retain the usual price of sevenpence net (fifteen
cents).
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THE PHANTOM DOOR

By EVA M. MARTIN

THOUGH they watched by her all the long, still day,
They knew not when her spirit slipped away,
So silently it struggled to be free.

They heard no voice cry " Come !” They did not see
Her rise to follow where the Angel led.
They only knew that one they loved . . . was dead.

She followed the Death Angel in amaze.

This was like none of her imagined ways

Of dying. Fear o’erwhelmed her, and she cried:

“ Great Angel, take me nearer to thy side 1

Oh, wait I Oh, leave me not so far behind I

Earth I have lost. How shall I Heaven find ?"
But as she spoke a flood of darkness fell

Upon her. Angel-wings invisible

Winnowed the air, and she was left to face

A vast, wide door that towered across all space,
That hid the worlds and blotted out the sky—

A pitiless, iron-hearted mystery. . . .

Outside that Door of Heaven long she stayed,

And knocked with feeble hands, and sobbed, and prayed.
No sound came to her from the other side,

But once she looked back earthwards, and descried,
Far off, the loved ones she had left behind,

And felt their grief borne to her on the wind.

" Oh, to return,” she wept. " To feel again,

In spite of body’s weariness and pain,

A husband’s tender kisses, and to press

Close to my heart a baby's helplessness.

I have lost life and love and all beside,

And found no Heav’'n. | would | had not died I”
Once more swift angel-pinions beat the air.

“ Thou hast lost nought,” came answer to her pray'r.
**Canst thou not see that all thy woes are dreams ?

That this great Door of Heaven only seems ?
MS
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By man’s deluded thought it has been built,

Dread phantom raised by ignorance and guilt.

There is no Door 1 No distance separates

Thee from thy loved ones. Heav'n e'en now awaits
Thy happy coming. Cast oft fear, and then

Lift up thine eyes | Lift up thy heart again |

Thou poor, bewildered soul, hast not begun

To learn that Love makes Earth and Heaven one ? "
She knelt down weeping at the Angel’s feet.

“ Oh, leave me not I Thy words are strange but sweet.
Can it be true that barriers exist

In mortal thought alone ?" She softly kissed

His feet, and drew His hands down to her head.

“ Have pity. Make me understand,” she said.

His wings He folded round her, and there stole

Sweet waves of peace and rest through all her soul.
*Where Love is, there is Heav’'n, and Love begun
On earth, with Love in Heaven is made one.

Thou hast known Love on earth, and once set free
From fears and false imaginings, shalt be

Made one with Love in Heaven. Raise thine eyes I
Behold how Love makes fair thy Paradise 1"

She looked up trustingly. The Door was gone;

Full on her face the Sun of Heaven shone;

Love came to meet her, and Love wrapp’'d her round
In miracles of joy and light and sound. . . .

" 0 Death, how sweet | O Love of God, how kind 1
Alas, alas, that mortal eyes are blind 1"

I Original from
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THE HUMAN AURA*
By H. STANLEY REDGROVE, B.Sc.

“ There IS a spiritual sphere surrounding every one,” writes
Sweden’s great mystic-philosopher, “ as well as a natural and a
corporeal one.” f “ After death,” he writes in another place,
” ... the affections of the will, and the thoughts of the under-
standing thence derived, form a spiritual sphere about all persons,
which is made sensible in a variety of ways : that spiritual sphere,
however, in the world is absorbed by the material body, and
incloses itself in the natural sphere, which exudes from a man in
his present state.” J Elsewhere he writes as follows : ” It
has very often been given me to perceive that there is such a
sphere around an angel and a spirit . . . and it also has been
given me to see it under various appearances ; in heaven some-
times under the appearance of thin flame ; in hell under the
appearance of gross fire ; and sometimes in heaven under the
appearance of a thin and shining white cloud, and in hell under
the appearance of a thick and black thundercloud.” § By means
of these spheres, he tells us, the quality of a spirit’s affections and
thoughts are made plain to all others.

Modern clairvoyants also affirm that man is surrounded by
auras or spheres emanating from each plane of his being and
visible to clairvoyant sight, by means of which, according to their
various colorations, etc., a man's mental and moral character is
laid bare to all those that can see. A good account of the subject
from the standpoint of modern ” theosophy ” will be found in
Mr. C. W. Leadbeater’s Man Visible and Invisible: Examples
of Different Types of Men as seen by means of Trained Clairvoy-
ance (1902). According to Mr. Leadbeater, man has five bodies,
termed respectively " causal,” ” mental,” ” astral,” ” etheric,”
and “ material,” each of which possesses its own aura. The
auras of the three higher bodies (which are within and above

* The Human Atmosphere ; or, the Aura made Visible by the Aid of
Chemical Screens. By Walter J. Kilner, B.A., M.B. (Cantab.), M.R.C.P.
8 in. X 5% in., pp, xiii 4- 329. Mus. London: Rebman Limited, 129,
Shaftesbury Avenue. Price 15s. net, or complete with the necessary
chemical screens and diagnosis charts, 30s. net.

t Emanuel Swedenborg, Spiritual Diary (trans. by Prof. S. Bush, M.A.,
and the Rev. J. H. Smithson), vol. iii, 1883, 84203.

J Emanuel Swedenborg, The True Christian Religion, §410.

§ Emanuel Swedenborg, Angelic Wisdom concerning the Divine Love
and concerning the Divine Wisdom (trans. by J. J. Garth Wilkinson),

§292.
X

Original from
UADNADIM% IIMIWCDC



248 THE OCCULT REVIEW

the physical) are depicted as parti-coloured ellipsoids or oval
spheres surrounding the body. The" etheric double,” according
to Mr. Leadbeater, “ is clearly visible to the clairvoyant as a mass
of faintly luminous violet-grey mist, interpenetrating the denser
part of the physical body, and extending very slightly beyond
it.”* Mr. Leadbeater terms the purely physical emanations
from man’s physical body the " health aura.” He describes
this as being of a faint bluish-white colour, in shape following the
contour of the body, and as presenting a striated appearance in
health. In disease, however, he says that the lines appear erratic
and drooping, instead of parallel and normal to the body, f We
may mention further that less highly trained clairvoyant powers
are said to be necessary to see the “ etheric double ” and “ health
aura,” than are requisite for perceiving the higher auras already
mentioned.

The majority of people, however, have shown a legitimate
scepticism towards the statements of so-called “ clairvoyants ” ;
but a recent discovery by Dr. Walter Kilner, of London, places
the subject in a new light and suggests new possibilities of
research. It may be said at once that Dr. Kilner’s discovery is
entirely in the domain of the physical and physiological and
has no direct bearing upon the spiritual spheres of Swedenborg,
or the higher auras of modern “ theosophy ” ; but possibly
the law of analogy may allow us to draw inferences respecting
this higher domain.

Briefly put, what Dr. Kilner claims is that by a simple treat-
ment of the eyes of an observer, an aura, atmosphere— call it
what you will—surrounding the human body is made visible.
The treatment necessary is merely the gazing at a bright light
for a few moments through a glass cell containing an alcoholic
solution of a blue dye known as “ dicyanin.” The subject to
be observed must be nude, and placed against a white or (more
frequently) black screen, in a room which is darkened until the
body can only just be seen distinctly. The subject should face
the source of light, so that the observer stands with his back to
it. In some cases the aura is better seen through a glass cell
containing a very dilute solution of dicyanin : other observers
will find this unnecessary. The aura is seen as a faint bluish-grey
mist surrounding the body and following its contour to some
extent, widening at certain parts and diminishing at others.
Between the aura and the body is sometimes observed a black

* Man Visible and Invisible, p. 128.
t Op. cif.,, p. 132.
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(transparent) band about a quarter of an inch wide. This Dr.
Kilner terms, for want of any more appropriate expression, the
“ etheric double.”

By the courtesy of Dr. Kilner | had the pleasure of being
present at a demonstration of his discovery some few weeks ago.
The phenomenon was not very distinctly perceived by me ; but |
could certainly see something. Gazing at the subject through the
light dicyanin screendid not increase the susceptibility of my sight.
The part of the aura most distinctly discerned was that under
the arms of the subject when these were held bent at the elbows
towards the body. The aura was also easily seen in the form of
parallel streaks running between the tips of the fingers when the
fingers of one hand were held a few inches away from those of the
other. As one hand was moved round the other, the streaks
followed this motion. 1 also caught some glimpses of the
" etheric double ” mentioned above.

What is the explanation ? Is it some trick of the sight brought
about by the dim lighting, and the whiteness of the flesh against
the blackness of the background ? That is possibly the first
thought that will arise in the reader’'s mind ; but Dr. Kilner
has shown that certain diseases produce definite changes in the
aura, thereby supplying satisfactory evidence that we are dealing
with an actual objective phenomenon and not a mere optical
illusion. He has chiefly investigated the subject with a view
to its diagnostic; value in dealing with certain diseases. His
own tentative explanation is that the effect on the eyes of gazing
through the dicyanin screen is to render them (for the time being)
sensitive to some slight extent to the ultra-violet rays. Certainly,
some experiments mentioned in the September number of the
Archives of the Roentgen Ray prove that the dicyanin has a
definite effect upon the sight, rendering the observer temporarily
short-sighted, and thus making it less difficult for him to focus
ultra-violet radiations.

According to Dr. Kilner this effect is cumulative, after con-
tinued experimentation the aura being discerned far more dis-
tinctly and with much greater ease than at first, so that ultimately
the use of the dicyanin screen becomes unnecessary. We shall
proceed to give a more detailed account of the phenomenon
from his exceedingly interesting work on the subject recently
published.

By observing the aura through screens coloured with carmine,
the aura is shown to consist of two parts, which Dr. Kilner calls
respectively the " inner ” and " outer ” auras. The inner aura
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follows the outlines of the body exactly, whereas the outer widens
at some points and narrows at others ; as can be seen from figs,
i to 4, which show the auras of a healthy (very strong) man and a
healthy woman respectively. It will be noticed that the outer
auras of the two sexes are very different in shape from one
another.

The outer aura is nebulous. The inner aura, in the case of a
healthy subject, presents a striated appearance ; it appears to
consist of minute particles arranged in parallel straight lines
normal to the body. Sometimes rays may be observed, appar-
ently being projections of the inner into the outer aura.  In cer-
tain diseases, the striae of the inner aura are broken up and the
aura then presents a coarsely granular structure.*

In certain diseases the change in the appearance of the aura
is most marked. Fig. 5 shows an epileptic aura of a man. It will
be noticed that here the auras are narrower on the left than on
the right side. Fig. 6 shows the aura of a boy suffering from
herpes zoster (shingles). At the part affected the aura is absent,
the appearance being that of a conical gap. Figs. 7 and 8 show
the aura of an hysterical woman ; here the peculiarities typical
of the complaint are (i.) the sharp contraction of the outer aura
(which is very wide at the trunk) at the thighs, (ii.) the widening
of the outer aura at the back. Three rays were also observed in
this case, as shown in Fig. 7.

In his work Dr. Kilner also describes some very interesting
experiments dealing with the effect of the will in producing
changes in the aura. It has been found possible for a subject
to will changes of colour in her aura, and to project rays from
various parts of the body.

A haze resembling the human aura can be observed, by means
of the dicyanin screen, surrounding the poles of a magnet, and
the open terminals of an electric battery. But, although the
human aura apparently consists of fine particles emanating from
the body, these cannot be electrons, because otherwise their
presence would be at once detected when one approaches an
electroscope. Dr. Kilner considers (and probably he is right)
that the force (or forces) producing the human aura is different
from that in the case of a magnet or electric battery. Further
investigation of the subject promises to yield highly interesting
and important results.

e An arrangement of the granules in the form of drooping or erratic
lines does not appear to have been observed. Compare with Mr.
Leadbcater’s statements.
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THE SIGN MANUAL

By SCRUTATOR

THE hand may be regarded as the natural expression of intelli-
gence and power. In the scale of evolution the hand is as much
above the paw as that is above the hoof. Only the simians
and humans enjoy the possession of a hand, and it is still a moot
question whether the ape is a potential human or a degenerate
human. Physiology does not finally answer the question for
us and either position has its supporters. But to us who possess
the hand in its fully developed form manipulation may assume
the proportions of a science. The hand is the chief means of
expressing our will and intelligence. It gains a special place
in our ethical code when we learn that it is not what we feel or
know but what we can do that determines our social value.
As the brain is the instrument of the mind so the hand is the
chief agent of the brain. The nervous connection is of the most
intimate character, so much so that the slightest impulse of the
mind is naturally accompanied by an automatic gesture of the
hand. The whole of the gesture language has been codified
and constitutes the science of pathognomy as employed in the
dramatic art. The late Lord Brampton in his legal career made
much use of this knowledge of involuntary expression and stated
that he more frequently took note of the hand of a person under
examination than of his verbal replies to questions put by counsel.
But surely all this is common knowledge to those who have
observed at all accurately what goes on about them in daily
life. Gestures of determination and of lassitude, of fear and
expectancy, of delight and dread, and of every phase of mental
condition may be seen in the length of a street in any of our great
cities. The same thing reduced to an art may be seen on the
stage and the platform, in the rostrum and the pulpit.

But the nervous connection of brain and hand does not end
in gesture or manipulation. It is held by those who have made
a close study of the subject that the features of the hand itself
are an index to temperament and character, that shape and
texture, proportion and consistence, are intimately connected
with disposition and aptitude. As a single illustration we may
note that the short, stodgy hand, with broad short fingers, belongs
to a blunt, straightforward and pugnacious mind, while fingers
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that are long, smooth and slender are indications of a subtle
and sensitive person, in whom finesse and strategy are chief
defensive means, one whose mind is occupied with the small
details of life rather than the broad issues. A long process of
observation and classification of the typal forms of hands led
eventually to the founding of a science which is known as Cheiro-
gnomy. Sir George Wharton was one of the earliest of English
writers on this subject, but the credit of having placed it upon a
thoroughly scientific basis belongs rightly to the late Monsieur
Adolphe Desbarrolles whose works are the foundation of all
modem treatises. The science as we now have it is probably
as complete as observation and research can make it. It is
shown by Desbarrolles that the vital fluid or aura is determined
by the brain to all parts of the body, that every nerve, as Hum-
boldt affirmed, is surrounded by an invisible atmosphere, and
that the modifications of this circulation and emanation of the
physical vital fluid are due to temperamental differences arising
out of relative brain development and activity. Mduller asserts
that " the rapidity of the nervous action varies according to the
nature of the individuals,” and to this Desbarrolles consents
with D’Arpentigny in adding “ according to the shape of their
finger-tips.” A very fine exposition of the principles of Cheiro-
gnomyis to be found as introduction to The Study of Palmistry
for Professional Purposes by Comte C. de Saint-Germain. *
One remarkable statement contained in this introduction, and
which, | think, goes far to uphold the principles of Cheirognomy,
is that the Pacinian corpuscles, which act as nervous storage
cells and are responsible for the extreme sensitiveness of the
finger-tips and the palm of the hand, where they are found to exist
to the number of 250 or 300, are not to be found in the hand of
the monkey, and are absent, or few in number, in the hands of
congenital idiots.

D’Arpentigny and Desbarrolles agree in classifying the shapes
of finger-tips as conical, square, or spatulate, which are respec-
tively the indices of the artistic or inspirational temperament,
the practical or useful, and the material. The fingers themselves
may be smooth or knotted, showing intuition and instinct in
the former case and reason and observation in the latter. The
hands, moreover, may be short or long. When short they denote
a practical, synthetic mind, grasping ideas as a whole regardless
of detail, while long hands, on the contrary, show analytical
tendencies and attention to trifles. One can imagine the

* London : T. Werner Laurie, Clifford’s Inn. Price 21s. net.
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hand of Napoleon as of the squat and fleshy kind, while the
“ Sherlock Holmes ” of Dr. Conan Doyle’s creation would be
an impossible conception without long slender hands, “ with
eyes all over them," as D’Arpentigny says.

What D’Arpentigny observed and classified Desbarrolles
has explained. He held that there is a universal vital fluid to
which the extremities of the body, and especially the finger-
tips, act as conductors, and by which it is transmitted to the brain,
thence to the nervous system, and out again by means of the

The Useful Hand. The Artistic Hand.

hands. The circulation of this vital energy is of course modified
by the condition of the health, but is in itself the express means
of nervous action of every kind. The brain cells are great
storehouses of this fluid and the Pacinian cells again are impor-
tant centres of distribution. The theory is quite in accord with
the concept of Anton Mesmer and will find support among
the Kabalists and Theurgists of all times. But its chief signi-
ficance in this connection lies in the fact that it answers to the
observations of scientific Cheirognomists.  Thus Desbarrolles
says:—

" The vital fluid penetrates through the fingers because they are points.”

Smooth fingers belong to the intuitive and inspirational type of
mind, because of the vital fluid being able to traverse their length
without meeting those obstructions or articulations known as
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knotted joints. Knotted fingers, on the contrary, offer op-
posing barriers to the free ingress of the fluid. Again, short
hands are impulsive, as the fluid has little space to run through
before affecting the nervous system, while long hands give time
for reflection to assert itself before the fluid has penetrated the
system. With regard to the finger-tips also, the conical, square
and spatulate answer to this theory of conductivity. From
Cheirognomy or character reading by the shape and texture of
the hand the study extends to the lines and markings of the

palms. This new department of research has the name of Cheiro-
mancy, inasmuch as it involves a certain mantia or divination,
which in practice is nothing more than the rapid apprehension
of the various indications of tendency confirmed by a previously
elaborated and scientific valuation of the various lines and mark-
ings. It isa physiognomy far more minute than that employed by
naturalists in the study of ethnology, but equally dependable
and well founded. Desbarrolles affirmed that “ every impression
produced by the more or less rapid flow of fluid, or by its poverty
or superabundance, is reflected upon the hand in an almost in-
variably constant manner, leaving visible markings to be ex-
amined, compared, classified and interpreted.”

All these conclusions are in line with the best expositions
of cheiromancy which have since appeared, and in Cheiro’s
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Language of the Hand * they are borne out by the instances of
many " illustrious " hands which the author reproduces in
facsimile and interprets for the instruction of his readers. In
this work there is a section devoted to the wonderful thought-
registering machine of Monsieur E. Savary d’Odiardi which
was exhibited at the Académie des Sciences, Paris, and by which
the modifications of nervous energy are registered by the deflec-
tions of the needle without physical contact, clearly proving the
reality of the brain-wave and the existence of an impalpable
fluid emanating from the human personality. In this connection
Cheiro says —

' May not, then, the very force that moves this needle be the same
power that in its continual action marks the hand through the peripheral
nerves ? We know not, and may never know, why this unseen force
should write the deeds of the past or the dreams of the future. And
yet the prisoner in his dungeon will often write on the stones around him
his name and legend, to be read or not, as the case may be. May not,
then, the soul as a captive in the body write on the fleshly walls of its
prison-house its past trials, its future hopes, and deeds that it will some
day realize ? For if there be a soul, then is it, being a spirit, conscious
of all things, its past joys, its present sorrows, and the future— be what
it may."

I think this embodies a very clear and logical statement of
the main premiss of cheirological science. The markings of the
hand may indeed be that very ™ writing on the wall ” by which
the soul confesses itself to us. The versed cheiromant may
read the message written by the soul upon the brain and hand
as clearly as does the seer read it from the astral light. To one
it may be written in maikings that have but a single inter-
pretation : In hoc stgno vinces! to another, by a symbolism
equally conspicuous, the dread judgment, Mene tekel upharsin !
And up till now the belief in a destiny shaping our ends, whether
self-evolved or imposed upon us by a Higher Power, has possessed
the human mind. Anciently, as in the conception of Aristotle,
cheiromancy was linked up with astrology and the astral fluid was
held to take its course and characteristics in the organism of man
by means of the brain-development and activity, and this in turn
was fashioned and modelled and its various areas actuated by the
celestial bodies at the time of birth. Some authors, including
Cheiro, do not explicitly deny this connection of the two systems,
the astrologie and cheiromantic, and implicitly affirm it by the
retention of the old astrological nomenclature ; but some of

* London : William Rider & Son, Ltd., 164, Aldcrsgate Street, E.C.
Price ios. 6d. net.
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recent years have sought to draw them asunder— whether wisely
or not is an open question—and | find the Comte de Saint-Ger-
main disposed to this alienation. He finds Physiology quite
sufficient to explain the mysteries of the Hand, and indeed, he
affirms that there are no mysteries, but that Cheiromancy— " the
less explainable branch of Palmistry "—is " fast leaving the ranks
of Occult Sciences to enter the honoured family of sciences, no
longer a poor, disdained and distant relation.”

This attitude is all very well, but it is hardly tenable in face of
the fact that Palmistry does not in the least help us to understand
the cause of destiny, however clearly it may enable us to define or
read that destiny. A man does not become a military genius
because he has the significant triangle on the Mount of Mars, but
being possessed of the military genius he has the appropriate brain
and hand indications of it. It is quite open to the astrologer to
show by appeal to data that the position of Mars in the mid-
heaven of the horoscope of birth was the cause of his being so
endowed. On the other hand, it may be but another instance of
natural symbolism, such as we find in graphology, phrenology, etc.,
another phase of the universal physiognomy. | have the gravest
doubts whether, in a test of faculty, Palmistry would hold its posi-
tion as a key to the reading of character, or even as a pathological
indicator, in the presence of Astrology ; while it is very certain
from all the facts that it does not offer anything like the same
advantage as a science of foreknowledge and prediction.

Consequently, while regarding Palmistry (inclusive of Cheiro-
gnomy, Cheiromancy and Physiology) as a very great and ancient
system of interpretation as applied to life's mysteries, | cannot
think that it is ever likely to make independent progress as a
science apart from its associations with the Occult Sciences, and
particularly with Astrology, which is at the root of it and from
which, in the conception of its originators, it was derived as a
branch from its parent stem. As a subject of study there are
few things more profitable and satisfactory than Palmistry, but
there is always the danger that we may ask of it more than it
can yield. The reading of such books as those cited in the course
of this article should at all events place us in a position to judge
of its possibilities. Comte de Saint-Germain's book contains over
a thousand illustrations and is supported by a Palmistic Dictionary
of considerable merit. Cheiro’s Language of the Hand is already
well known as a standard work of excellence. The illustrations
here reproduced are by kind permission of the publishers.
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SOME PSYCHIC INCIDENTS
By R. B. SPAN

A NEW YORK doctor was called on by a little girl, who begged
him to come and see her mother who was very ill. The doctor
demurred at first about going, as he was very busy and had some
important cases to attend to, and told the child it was impossible
that he could go just then ; however, her persistence and some
unaccountable influence at last prevailed, and, leaving his patients,
he accompanied the girl in a cab to a poverty-stricken part of
the city, where he found the child’s mother in a tenement house
ill with diphtheria. The little girl after showing him the room,
left him at the door and was not seen again. The doctor told
the invalid that as it was diphtheria she was suffering from it
would be dangerous for her little daughter to come near her.

The woman, much surprised, said she had no daughter, as
her little girl had died the previous day and the corpse was
lying in the adjacent room. The doctor assured her that a little
girl calling herself her daughter had called on him and begged
him with the most earnest entreaties to come to her mother,
and that she had brought him as far as the room door and then
left him.

The doctor, after attending to the woman, went into the
adjoining room, where he saw the body of the child lying there
awaiting removal to the mortuary, and was astounded to find
that it was the corpse of the little girl who had just brought him
to the house.

This incident is quite true, and was told by the doctor him-
self to one of the Cowley Fathers, residing at Oxford, who was
then on a visit to New York.

Another doctor’s uncanny experience is as follows, and was
told me by Dr. Robert Theobald in a letter Which | have now
before me, so | can quote his own words —

" For some years | had treated (medically) by correspondence two
sisters living in Eggeshall, Essex. | never saw them. At last one of
them told me that she was coming to visit a friend living near me and
asked me to meet her. | did so on the appointed day, and was shown
into a room where | saw (as | supposed) three ladies, viz., my patient,
her friend, and a third lady, who was elderly and dressed in a magenta
coloured dress, whom | took to be the mother of my patient and friend.
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| saluted all three, and not being introduced to the third lady | did not
speak to her or hold any conversation with her.

“ We then proceeded to business, discussing the medical matters in
which | was specially concerned, and then the visit ended. Some time
afterwards | was sent for by the friend of my patient and asked to treat
her medically. | went to the same house and was then introduced to
her mother.

" | had supposed that the third lady seen on my previous visit was
the mother of my patient’s friend, but to my surprise | was introduced to
an entirely different person. | expressed my surprise and said : ‘ But this
is not the lady | saw when here before.” 'What lady ?’ ' Why the
lady who was with you and Miss K ------ , my old patient.” ' No such lady
was present; Miss K---—--- and myself were the only ladies present in the
room." | then described the lady | had seen, and my new patient said
my description corresponded to the appearance of her grandmother, who
had been dead a long time. And so we were left puzzled. 1 have no
doubt whatever that the third lady was a disembodied spirit.”

I have transcribed this account word for word from Dr.
Theobald’s letter to me.

There is a house in Bournemouth, occupied at present by a
Major and Mrs. B ----- , which is haunted by the spectre of a lady
who once lived there. The legend goes that she was very cruel
to a niece who lived with her, and by her harshness and cruelty
indirectly caused the girl’s death. Later she herself died, and
ever since her ghost has haunted the house and has been seen
in the day-time wandering through the rooms and passages and
looking out of the windows. Some people who saw her mistook
her for a l