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NOTES OF THE MONTH

A COUPLE of months ago | made allusion to the death of Mr.
James Allen, whose books and writings are familiar to so many of
my readers. Since then the occuit Review has suffered the
loss of no less than four more well-wishers and friends. From
America comes the news of the death of Dr. Isaac K. Funk,1the
President of the publishing firm of Funk & Wagnalls, and the
author of several books dealing with problems of Psychical
Research. Dr. Funk commenced dealing with these questions
in his work The Next Step in Evolution, published in 1902, and
followed this with The Widow's Mite and Other Psychical Pheno-
menain 1904, and The Psychic Riddle in 1907. These books were
issued from his own publishing house, though they were, | under-
stand, in the nature of a private enterprise on the part of the
President, whose firm did not to any great extent specialize in
this subject. Dr. Funk was as kind-hearted as

K funk WeS s”rewc”™® an<* | must acknowledge my own

‘ ' indebtedness to him for various small acts of kind-
ness on the occasion of my visits to America. In this connection
I may say that | think it was through my instrumentality that
he met the late Mr. William T.NSytead, whose untilmely death on

Lo Original from
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board the Titanic has made the world of journalism, as well as
the world of occult research, the poorer. It was through a mere
chance that | first met Mr. Stead, with whom | had hitherto
occasionally corresponded, at the Auditorium Hotel, Chicago.
I ventured to introduce myself to the journalistic celebrity with
whom so far | had only exchanged epistolatory greetings. As
was usually the case, he had been not a little troubled by inter-
viewers of various kinds, and my name in the first
instance seemed to convey no sort of idea to his
brain. He evidently put me down as one more of
the tribe of his tormentors. “ Oh,” hesaid, " | have met plenty
of these Ralph Shirleys already.” Certainly in this respect he
was more fortunate than myself, and | did not attempt to conceal
my amusement. He soon tumbled to my identity, and became
at once genial and loquacious. As a matter of fact, his conversa-
tional powers were always in evidence, and when he was once well
started it was a matter of difficulty to get a word in edgeways.

There are few who would attribute to Mr. Stead a sound judg-
ment or a level head. He was too impulsive to form careful con-
clusions, and he was too full of enthusiasms to weigh adequately
the merits of any particular cause. But of his generosity of heart
there could be no question, and he added to this a breadth of
outlook and a universality of interest in all things mundane and
supermundane, which made him a most unique and engaging
personality. Among English journalists he had no peer, with the
possible exception of the Editor of Truth. His name will always
be associated with three principal publications : the Pall Mall
Gazette, the Review of Reviews, and Borderland. Borderland was
started under the editorship of Miss Goodrich-Freer (now Mrs.
Hans Spoer), but the venture was a premature one. At this time
the interest in matters psychic had not reached the point at which
it was possible to make a magazine on these lines a financial
success, and Borderland, after a rather brief career, was first changed
from a monthly to a quarterly review, and finally reluctantly
discontinued.

It was as editor of the Pall Mall Gazette that Mr. Stead’s name
first became a household word. In the first instance, he assisted
Mr. John Morley, now Lord Morley of Blackburn, as sub-editor,
L and afterwards took entire charge of the conduct of

the paper. The influence of the Pall Mall Gazette
on the politics of those days was probably a greater
one than that ever possessed by any other evening
paper, and more than once by a zealous advocacy of political

WILLIAM
T. STEAD.

THE “ PA
MALL
GAZETTE.”
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causes Mr. Stead practically dictated the action of the Government
of the day. His zeal in connection with the rehabilitation of the
British Navy will long be remembered to his credit, and it may
safely be said that apart from his political campaign, nothing
would have broken down the apathy and indifference to their
country’s safety of Mr. Gladstone’s Cabinet. Mr. Gladstone him-
self was notoriously averse to the Stead programme, but he bowed
before the storm and took his cue in the end humbly enough from
the all-powerful journalist.

The Review of Reviews was a venture of his own, started in con-
junction with, and with the assistance of, the late Mr. George
Newnes, and | think I am right in stating that this was from its
commencement a financial success. Later on Mr. Stead's ardent
and somewhat indiscreet advocacy of the Boer claims in the South
African War, lost for his Review, at least for a time, much of its
earlier support, but it has always filled a gap in British journalism,
and | trust it may long survive its brilliant founder. To my own
way of thinking, a paper of this kind should be entirely non-
political, but one can hardly conceive Mr. Stead editing such a
paper. He was too full of ardour and enthusiasm not to be a
partisan, not to take up his own point of view, and urge it with all
the eloquence and ingenuity at his command.

The association of Mr. Stead and Mr. Cecil Rhodes was one
of the most important and striking episodes in his career, and
until the crisis of the Boer War they were ever the fastest of friends.

st ad \d their private friendship, indeed, | do not think
" that this event interfered, but it roused a distrust
on Mr. Rhodes’ part of his friend’s judgment, and
' from this date the journalist ceased to appear as one
of the trustees in the great South African’s munificent will. Un-
like as they were in most ways, both Stead and Rhodes had the
same breadth of outlook, the same fearlessness of obstacles, the
same bold conceptions, and the same striking sense of dramatic
effect. Stead said of Rhodes that he thought in Continents.
So also did Stead in his own way (when he was not thinking in
astral planes). That Stead made many mistakes in the course
of his career, not even his most ardent admirers will dispute, but
they were the faults of an enthusiastic temperament, and, after
all, the world owes the success of all its great causes to the impulse
of popular support evoked by such enthusiasts.

The third death to which I alluded in my opening paragraph
is that of a valuable contributor to this journal, Mr. Alexander
J. Grant, of Keith, N.B. As recently as last November 1 in-

CECIL
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serted some verses from his pen, verses which at least in the
Editor’s opinion are of singular beauty and originality, and on
other occasions he has contributed articles dealing with the super-
stitions of the northernmost parts of the British Isles.

I cannot bring this long obituary notice to an end without
some reference to one more friend who has met with an all too
early death— Mr. Bram Stoker. It was two or three years ago
that | first approached Mr. Stoker with a view to his writing an
occult novel for my firm, and this finally led to the publication
of the Lair of the White Worm in November last. The acquaint-
ance then formed led to a suggestion for the republication of
Dracula, Mr. Stoker’s masterpiece, which was rapidly running
out of print. In these days of cheap novels it was felt that a
shilling net edition of this celebrated romance of vampirism, well
printed on good paper, and bound in cloth, would be certain to
meet with a wide welcome. It is a tragic coincidence that the
reappearance of this work should coincide so closel
with the decease of the author. It was on the very
day that | heard of his death that | had contemplated
writing him a letter and sending an advance copy of the book,
expressing the hope that it would meet with his approval. It
is only a few months ago that a short account of Mr. Stoker’s
career appeared in these columns, and it would be out of place to
recapitulate here such biographical details. To my own way of
thinking the characteristics that in especial distinguished the
author of Dracula were a remarkable loyalty and attachment to
his friends and a truly Irish warmth of character, which showed
itself in his genial and unaffected bearing. He had absolutely no
“ side ” and never stood upon ceremony ; but in matters of busi-
ness he was keen and somewhat punctilious, and always prided
himself upon his legal acumen. He had been ailing for some
considerable time, and his death, although sudden, was not alto-
gether unexpected.

MR. BRAM
STOKER,

As is usually the case when great’ disasters occur, we have
in the case of the Titanic various stories of those who were
warned, or through some intuitive instinct of self-preserva-
tion declined to sail by the fated ship. In one case a wife
persuaded her husband to abandon travelling by the Titanic,
owing to her aversion to sailing in boats start-
g on their maiien voyages. gfn another case an
in enbl'ing passenger was deterred from embark-
ing on the Titanic and cancelled the passage which he had

WARNINGS
OF DISASTER.
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booked, owing to a dream. This was Mr. J. C. Middleton, Vice-
President of the Acron-Canton Railway of Ohio. According to his
own statement, which is confirmed by Mr. J. H. Curling, the
pigeon-shooting champion, and also by a Mr. Feddon, to whom Mr.
Middleton told his dream, after booking a cabin in the Titanic
on March 23, on which occasion he felt unaccountably depressed,
he had a dream on the night of April 3, in which he saw the
Titanic capsized in mid-ocean, and many passengers struggling in
the water. The following night the dream was repeated. He

then told his wife, and several of his friends, and finding that his
business was not sufficiently urgent to necessitate his crossing at
once, he decided to cancel his passage, as above stated. In yet
another case a husband was haunted by forebodings with regard
to his voyage. These were ridiculed by his wife, but before em-
barking he took the precaution to make special arrangements for
the guardianship of his boys in case of a misadventure occurring.
Mr. Stead himself had a warning from the astrologer, Mr. R. J.
Penny, of Bristol, with whom he was on very friendly terms. Mr.

Original from
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Stead acknowledged the letter on April 9, just as he was starting-
for America, observing, " | sincerely hope that none of the mis-
fortunes which you seem to think will happen to myself or my
wife will happen, but | will keep your letter and write you when
I come back.” That the astrologer’s warning was not unjustified
astrologically, those who have a knowledge of the science and like
to peruse the subjoined rough figure of Mr. Stead’s nativity, will
readily perceive.  Unfortunately, the exact time of his birth is
not known, but it is certain that he was bom in the early morn-
ing, and it will be obvious to all astrologers acquainted with the
characteristics of the signs of the Zodiac that Leo was the ascend-
ing sign at his birth. | give the figure for his birth as shown
in Mr. Barley’s 1,001 Nativities approximately for 7 a.m.

In this connection | subjoin a letter which has been sent to
me by Sepharial, the author of numerous books on Astrology and
Occultism. He draws attention tathe fact that the date at which
the Titanic was launched at Belfast and also that at which she
left Southampton, were singularly unpropitious.

Dear Sir,— It may interest your readers to learn what portents attended
the great catastrophe of April 14. | have not the horoscope of the launch-
ing of the Titanic, but the following significant data would appear to be
continuous of the disastrous influences under which the leviathan must
have been “ keeled.” At 9.20 a.m. of April 2 the Titanic set out from
Belfast bound for Southampton. Preparations for her departure must, there-
fore, have been made during the eclipse of the Moon on the previous night.
THE TITANIC » moment she slipped her moorings at Belfast, the sign

t Cancer was rising and the Moon, ruler of the horoscope,
was going to the quadrature of. Neptune in that sign. At
ASTROLOGY. noon on April io, when the vessel started on her maiden
voyage with all her fated freight of human life aboard, the sign Leo was
rising, and the Sun, ruler of the horoscope, was within a degree of Nep-
tune’s quadrature. The Moon at the same time was in quadrature ta
Mercury and going to the conjunction with Uranus. It is of the utmost
significance that in both the above horoscopes the Ruler of the Ascendant
was at the time applying to the sinister square aspect of Neptune, the
traditional ruler of the Ocean, in the sign Cancer, the astrological index
of the sea. Certainly no self-respecting astrologer would have advised
or himself embarked upon a voyage under such configurations.

At the Vernal Equinox of March 20, 1912, at 11.29 p m., Neptune
was found in Cancer in the eighth House (the House of Death) in quadrature
to the Moon. The Sun came to the square aspect of Neptune on April
11, and opposition Moon on April 15, so that | was able to make this signifi-
cant prediction in the Green Book under the head of April, 1912 : “ During
the course of the month some mysterious deaths will excite comment,
and about the 13th submersions and deaths occur.” The awful signifi-
cance of what was foreshadowed did not strike me at the distant date
from which | was .writing, more than a year previously.

Mr. Stead’s horoscope in this sad connection is equally significant

Goode
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of disaster. A glance at the figure for this will show the Moon and Sun
in opposition and both in quadrature to Saturn, who is elevated above
them, which is in strict conformity with the aphorism of C. Ptolemy in
the Tetrabiblos. Observe Neptune is here on the cusp of the eighth
House in the watery sign Pisces, and Saturn in the ninth House associated
with foreign lands and voyages ! With the malefics in elevation the rising
position of Jupiter is to some extent rendered ineffectual, but with so many
planets in cardinal signs a considerable degree of prominence was a natural
consequence. The science of cosmical symbolism deserves greater atten-
tion than it has yet been accorded.
Yours, etc.
Sepharial.

Especial importance is attached from the astrological stand-
point to the original date of launching of the vessel, which is held
to correspond in its character to the figure erected for the birth
of an infant. Mr. A. J. Pearce, the learned editor of Zadkiel's
Almanack, has made a special study of the times of the launching
of important vessels from an astrological point of view, and | have
pleasure in inserting in the current issue the figure which he has
edrawn for the launching of the Titanic, together with some com-
ments of his own on the planetary positions as indicated.

My readers will understand that it is impossible to play tricks
with the positions of the planets, and those given by Mr. Pearce
are in accordance with the records of the Nautical Almanack, which
is the official Government publication dealing with the subject.
There can be no doubt that the time chosen for launching was
astrologically a singularly unpropitious one, as it will be observed
that Mercury, which is Lord of the Descendant in the figure in
question, is conjoined with Saturn in the ninth House— the House
of long voyages. Other evil indications occur, notably the posi-
tion of Mars in the ascendant and the serious affliction of the Moon.

The following account of a foretelling in which the Titanic
was concerned is sent me by a correspondent who is somewhat
mediumistic, but is not willing to be termed a spiritualist. Names
are not given, and the writer desires to preserve his anonymity.
Any genuine inquiry as to his bona-fides is welcomed, bui being
a busy man he has no time to waste upon letters of the resolutely
sceptical. He writes as follow's :—

On March 26 this year, | and a friend made a call upon Mr. H-——-
with a view to an informal chat upon occult matters and inquiry into some
spiritualistic phenomena. Mr. H-——- was unfortunately absent, but at
the invitation of his wife we sat and waited for him, conversing meanwhile.

My friend and myself both remarked upon a peculiar sound as of high
speed machinery, such as dynamos, and the like, and an intermittent

. Original from
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whistling. Mrs. H--——-- , however, could hear nothing of this, and we
discussed the possibility of its being due to the pressure of blood on the
tympanum, and not in any way supernormal.

My attention was caught and held by a small photograph hanging at
such an angle that | could discern no features or details. There appeared
to be a kind of subdued light exhaled therefrom and playing round it, and
a conversation took place, of which the following is as accurate a record as
my memory will give.

Myself: “ Is that a photograph of a lady ?”

Mrs. H-——- " Yes”

“ Is she about 20 years old ?”

“ No, but the photograph was taken a few years ago, and she would
have been about that age then. You know her, it is Mrs. K—-

"You have seen her to-day.” ?

" Yes.”

" She is in some anxiety or trouble.” ?

“ No, not specially. But her husband is starting on a new voyage,
and it may be that. She is always naturally anxious at such times.”

" He has got a better job, hasn’t he ? with a step up and more money
to it.” ?

" Yes, he is going on this new liner the Titanic, and it is a step up for
him.”

(Be it noted | knew nothing of this, as | am not personally acquainted
with Mr. K--—--- nor had heard any details of his career.)

Then | became depressed and somewhat agitated, and could only say
in explanation :—

" | don’t like that ship. There's something wrong about it, | can't
make out what, but there’s something the matter with it. It doesn't
seem very serious and seems to happen before it gets out of port, but I
don’t know. | don’t think it’s serious, Mr. K-——- will get back all right;
| don’t think you need worry. | don't like that ship. There’s a hole right
through the skin of it. 1 don’t think it's serious, but there’'s a hole right
through its skin.” .

This sufficiently summarizes all that took place, and the matter passed
entirely from my mind until the disaster occurred.

Mr. H-—-- then called to remark upon the striking circumstance, and
said that he had been trying to get some information from the ” other
side ” as to Mr. K——- 's fate, and though without any definite statement
upon the matter, it appeared there was no hope for him and he had
perished with the rest. | was not satisfied, however, and said | could not
believe that he was dead, and felt almost certain that he would be found
among the saved. My intuition was justified, for his name eventually
appeared among the list of survivors.

There are also a few slender threads connecting each of those present
with the Titanic. Mrs. H-—- , as has already been hinted, is an intimate
friend of Mrs. K--——- 's. My friend's brother, who is an engineer, did some
part of the work upon the engines of the ship. My friend, however, kpew
nothing of this at the time. It may be well to add here that my friend
had previously heard on one or two occasions sounds similar to those
mentioned at the beginning of this account, but has not heard them since.
For myself, my firm had executed a small order of printing for the Titanic,
but the matter had made so little impression on me that after the accident
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| had to assure myself that the ill-fated ship was indeed the one for which
we did the work. *

It is curious how on a variety of occasions incidents in real
life have been discovered to have been embodied in a more or less
accurate form in books already published. Attention was drawn
not so very long ago to a cause célebre, in which the incidents and
the characters appeared to have been taken out of a
novel that had been published some years previously.
I think 1 am right in stating that in two or three
cases even the names approximately corresponded.
In the present instance we have a prediction of the disaster to the
Titanic in an American novel entitled Futility, by Mr. Morgan
Robertson. Curiously enough, here again we have a parallel in the
name. The huge vessel in this novel was christened the Titan,
and specially described as " unsinkable,” and as being the largest
craft afloat. She started across the Atlantic in April, and the story
of her final catastrophe is told in the following words —

ACCIDENTAL
PREDIC-
TIONS.

“ In five seconds the bow of the Titan began to lift, and ahead and on
either hand could be seen through the fog a field of ice which arose in an
incline to a hundred feet high in her track.

“ There was a deafening noise of steel scraping and crashing over
ice......... Forty-five thousand tons— deadweight— rushing through the
fog at the rate of fifty feet a second had hurled itself at an iceberg.

“ A low beach, possibly formed by the recent overturning of the berg,
received the Titan, and with her keel cutting the ice like the steel runner
of an ice boat and her great weight resting on the starboard bilge she rose
out of the sea higher and higher— then—she heeled, overbalanced, and
crashed down on her side to starboard.”

With reference to an article which appears in the present
issue entitled “ Does Egyptian Magic Still Exist ?” the copy for
this was handed to me by Mr. James W. Sharpe, late Senior
Fellow of Gonville & Calus College, Cambridge, with
authorlty to quote hIS name in" confirmation of its
authenticity. He writes to me —‘ Mrs. Jones is a
very careful person in recording facts of her own observation, so
that you can rely upon her statements as being very exact.” He
adds in another letter the following additional incident, which
should, properly speaking, have been incorporated in the original
article. The incident in question happened in the hotel where
Mrs. Jones’ boy’s garments were moved about and disturbed by
the unseen entity.

EGYPTIAN
MAGIC

* She related it to me (he writes) when she was last in Bournemouth
in October, 1910. She was engaged in tidying up her own room and the
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boy’s, the door between the two rooms being open and she being alone in
her room, while the other room was empty. She happened to look up
from what she was doing and saw one of her boy’s garments which she had
left lying about in his room sailing quietly through the air from his own
room through the doorway into the room where she was standing. It
deposited itself upon the floor before her eyes. She said that the garment
moved quietly through the air, not in any way as if it had been projected
from one room into the other.”

At the special desire of the author, my firm have just pub-
lished Monsieur Edouard Schur6’s magnum opus, The Great
Initiates, in two volumes, running to nearly 400 pages

SOME NEW " oach.  The price of the complete edition is ys. 6d.
PUBLICA-
TIONS net (the volumes are not sold separately). The

earlier series, appearing in five volumes at prices
varying from is. 6d. to 2s. net each, will still be on sale.

Another publication likely to prove of very general interest
to students of palmistry and clairvoyance about to appear from
the same publishing house, is Cheiro's Memoirs. These recollections
of the celebrated palmist will be embellished with some twenty-
two full-page illustrations and will include records of his personal
interviews with many of the greatest celebrities of recent times,
including the late King Edward VII, W. E. Gladstone, Charles
Stewart Parnell, H. M. Stanley, Oscar Wilde, Joseph Chamberlain,
W. T. Stead, etc., etc. It is a matter of some interest at the
present moment that last summer Mr. Stead spoke to Cheiro of his
fear of an accident by fire, to which that gentleman replied that
the danger from which he had most to fear was not fire but water.
Mr. Stead himself was quite without apprehension in this direction,
though he always fancied he was destined to meet with some
violent death.

I am asked to announce that Mr. H. Stanley Redgrove, B.Sc.,
F.C.S. (author of Alchemy, Ancient and Modern, etc.), whose
new work A Mathematical Theory of Spirit has just been published
by my firm, has engaged the Green Salon of Eustace Miles Restaur-
ant, Chandos Street, Charing Cross, W.C., for Friday, May 10,
for a public lecture on “ Alchemy : its Spiritual Basis and Physical
Development,” to commence at 7.30 p.m. There will be no
charge for admission to this lecture.
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THE HOROSCOPE OF THE “TITANIC”

By A. J. PEARCE

THE foundering of the world’s greatest liner Titanic, at 2.20 a.m.
of April 15, in lat. 41016' N. and long. 50° 14' W. of Greenwich,
involving the loss of over fifteen hundred fives is the most
appalling tragedy in the annals of the sea ! This magnificent
vessel—a floating palace—was considered and declared to be
unsinkable, but her collision with an immense iceberg, which
took place at about 10.25 P m- °f April 14, caused such dire
damage to her that she foundered four hours afterwards.

The Titanic was launched at Belfast on May 31, 1911, at
12.15 (noon), | find by the newspaper reports. This was Dublin
time, no doubt, and | have corrected it to 12 h. 17 m. 56 s. local
mean time at Belfast. The figure of the heavens shows that at
that moment of time, and at that place, the sign Gemini 13046
occupied the upper meridian, and Virgo 1806' was on the ascend-
ant. Both these signs of the zodiac being Mercurial, the planet
Mercury is chief ruler of the scheme, and the Sun and Mars are
co-rulers. Mars is in the descendant in 28° 15" of the sign Pisces,
and is in semi-quartile (450distance of longitude) w'ith Mercury and
Saturn in conjunction in the ninth house— that ruling sea-voyages.
A more unfortunate time to launch a ship to carry thousands
of passengers across the Atlantic Ocean, could hardly have been
chosen. Alas ! the neglect of astrology by ship-owners, ship-
builders and directors of shipping companies, conduces to fearful
and needless risks. Despite all the appeals made by R. J. Morri-
son, commander, R.N., from 1831 to 1874, and by the writer
from 1861 to 1911, to the scientific world, and to ship-owners,
etc., and despite the facts in evidence presented, by Morrison
and myself, from time to time during the space of the last eighty
years, astrologia sana, as Bacon termed it, is still despised as
mere superstition, and its warnings and teachings are neglected.

I showed, in Future, July, 1893, that H.M.S. Victoria, which
was accidentally rammed by the Canipcrdown, on June 22, 1893,
causing her to reel over, to turn bottom upwards in a few minutes,
and to sink in seventy fathoms of water, was launched at 3 h.
35 m. pm. (G.M.T.) of April 9, 1887, at Newcastle-on-Tyne,

when Saturn was approaching the mid-heaven, and the Sun was
57 \Y
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nearly in conjunction with Mars, and the Moon was in parallel
declination with the ruddy planet—most significant portents
of disaster ! And 1 supported this lesson by referring to the
fate of the steel screw steamship Anglia, which was launched
at Glasgow at 2 h. 30 m. p.m. of October 9, 1888, when the Sun
and Moon were afflicted, and Saturn was in the western angle.
Many other fearful disasters to ships have been referred to, and

have been shown to have been clearly foreshadowed in the
heavens as constituted at the moment of launching. The Vic-
toria was spoken of as “ that ill-fated vessel ” even by opponents
of astrology, who ought to have realized that if the ancient science
were recognized and heeded there is no reason why any vessel
should be so ill-fated as to be destroyed, in time of peace, with
all the resources of naval science at command of her officers.

Many of those who reject astrology too often rush upon their
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fate. To violate the laws of Nature by launching vessels when
evil planets are supreme is to court disaster, and to run the risk
of involving passengers and crews in such awful tragedies as
those of the Victoria and the Titanic.

In my " Text-book of Astrology* in 1889 and again in 1911,
I gave some instructions as to electing favourable times for begin-
ning the building of ships, and launching them. For example,
in regard to passenger ships the instruction is to see that the
planet Mercury be assisted by Jupiter or Venus and in the tenth
house ; and that the Moon be assisted also by the same benefic
planets, and free from affliction, as likewise the ascendant.

Inspection of the horoscope of the Titanic shows that Mercury
is in the ninth house in conjunction with the evil Saturn and
in semi-quartile with Mars, and has no assistance from either
Jupiter or Venus— his application to sextile with the last-named
wanting six degrees of completion. The descendant is seriously
afflicted by the presence of Mars; and the Moon has no assist-
ance from Jupiter, and is four degrees past conjunction with
Venus, and, moreover, her application is to Uranus by opposition
aspect within four degrees!

How much longer shall prejudice be allowed to blind the
scientists of the twentieth century to the great usefulness of
astrologia sana ?

Well may Solomon have said, * The wise man foreseeth the
evil and prepares (or ‘hideth ') himself; the simple pass on
and are punished.”

The very Government which supports the Meteorological
Office for the purpose of saving as far as possible (by means of
foreseeing storms) lives from shipwreck, ignores the vital import-
ance of minimising such disasters by seeking the aid of an expert
of long experience in astrological science, and insisting on his
being first consulted by those who build and launch ships as to
favourable times for such purposes.

* Second edition, page 434 ; published by Simpkin, Marshall, Hamil-
ton, Kent & Co., London, and Mackie & Co., Warrington.
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A MATHEMATICAL THEORY OF SPIRIT

By W. G. O.

TO those who stand detached from the gTeat scientific movement
of our day it will be apparent that the whole drift of its progress
is in the direction of a position already occupied by the Idealist
and the Mystic. That which the Mystic apprehends concerning
the laws of life the Occultist endeavours to realize in himself.
The latter is concerned with the science of the imponderable,
which in a word is Metaphysics, and with its practical applica-
tion in the individual life. Prominent among the advanced
section of scientific thinkers who seem to favour this higher
application of scientific principles— an application that has regard
to the spiritual needs of man in distinction from the industrial
science which has regard to his physical needs—is Mr. H. Stanley
Redgrove, the author of this new mathematical theory of spirit.
Mr. Redgrove, although still young, has already a distinguished
career. In 1906 he was elected Fellow of the Chemical Society,
gained Second Class Honours in Chemistry at the University
of London, and took his degree of Bachelor of Science in 1907.
In the following year he was appointed Assistant Lecturer in
Mathematics at the Polytechnic, while recently he has been
appointed Mathematical Master of the High School at Upper
Tooting. His publications include a treatise On the Calculation
of Thermo-Chemical Constants (Arnold, 1909), Matter, Spirit
and the Cosmos (Rider, 1910) and Alchemy : Ancient and Modern
(Rider, 1911) ; besides numerous articles of a scientific and
philosophical character in The Chemical News, Knowledge,
Morning Light and The New-Church Magazine. These works are
of a nature to justify us in regarding Mr. Redgrove as among
the pioneers of the Higher Science. The term is privileged and
somewhat ambiguous, but it may serve without prejudice to
indicate the relations of modern science to the problems of the
inner life.

The latest addition to Mr. Redgrovc’s works in every way
adds to his credit as an exponent and teacher. Under a title

* A Mathematical Theory of Spirit. By H. Stanley Redgrove, B.Sc.
(Lond.), i".C.S. London: William Rider & Son, Ltd., 164, Aldcrs-

gatc Street, E.C. Price 2s. 6d. not.
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that to the lay mind appears rather forbidding, the reader will
discover a book of the most fascinating kind. It deals in the
simplest and clearest manner with one of the most abstruse prob-
lems of human thought— the relations of the material and spiritual
worlds, the world of thought and feeling and that of appearances
and things. In the first portion of his work the author is con-
cerned with an exposition and partial restatement of the Doctrine

Mr. H. Stanley Redgrove, H.Sc., F.C.S.

of Correspondences. Mr. Redgrove finds in this doctrine " an
organon of thought whereby we may mentally pass from the
realm of matter to that of spirit.” The popular conception of
Spirit as “ the ghost of matter,” and of matter as concreted Spirit,
is corrected by the use of Swedenborg's postulate of “ discrete
degrees.” By the spiritual we understand the mental, the psy-
chical and the ideal. These are causative and yet not continuous
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with the physical. The materialist conception of the brain as a
gland secreting consciousness as the liver secretes bile, is promptly
knocked on the head by the fact that " our knowledge of matter
and motion is necessarily ideal.” The Rosicrucian concept, follow-
ing that of the Kabalist and Neo-platonist, of man as Microcosm
is cited with approval, and the Universe as Symbol is equally
regarded as valid. The need of an adequate language or notation
by which metaphysical truths may be stated and problems
thought out, gives the author his motif for the second part of
this work. " There is no language so explicit, no language so
univocal, no language so terse and yet so full of meaning, as the
language of mathematics.” It is to mathematics, therefore,
that Mr. Redgrove appeals, and that most successfully, for an
expression of a science of Spirit. It is perhaps difficult to atone
the author’s criticism of the Pythagorean theory of the Cosmos
and his admission on the same page that " the whole material
world is the embodiment of number,” in support of which Enne-
moser is quoted as saying that " through the wonderful pro-
gress of modem chemistry, the old axiom that determined numeri-
cal conditions govern the material world has gained an unexpected
significance.” Ennemoser wrote in 1843 aQd Mr. Redgrove
adds : " More recent researches in the domains of Chemistry
and Physics fully confirm the validity of this argument.” And in-
asmuch as *no knowledge is worthy of being called scientific until
it is expressed in mathematical language,” the author's appeal
to numerical ratios to establish an organon of thought between
matter and spirit, may be regarded as most felicitous, since by
such means alone is the task at all possible. That, in fact, is
why it has been universally employed by the Kabalists. The
working out of the scheme in this instance is admirable and the
whole work is of that useful, constructive character which is
the true mark of genuine authorship.
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THE DERVISHES : THEIR CUSTOMS
AND BELIEFS

By H. STANLEY REDGROVE, B.St.

SCFIISM, the professed religion of the Dervishes, may be briefly
defined as Islamic Mysticism. Its birthplace was Persia, but the
question as to the nature of its origin is one by no means easy
to solve. There is much in the teachings of Sufiism that seems
opposed to the spirit of Muhammadism—its universal tolerance,
its pantheistic conception of God, its disregard of mere forms and
ceremonies, stand in strong contrast to the orthodox teachings
of Islam. It has, therefore, been suggested that in Sufiism we
have the reaction of the spirit of an Aryan race against the
formalism of a Semitic religion forced upon it from without.
On the other hand, it is maintained by Sufi writers that their
teachings are in accordance with the true spirit of the Kur’an,
and are, indeed, the true esoteric doctrines of the Prophet. Pro-
bably there is an element of truth in both of these theories. The
possible influence of Neoplatonism, which Sufiism closely re-
sembles in certain respects must also be taken into account.

In the beautiful writings of the early Sufi poets, such as
Faridu 'd-Din ‘Attar (a.a. 1119-1229), Sa'di (a.a. 1184-1291),
Jal&lu 'd-Din Rumi (a.a. 1207-1273) and Jami (a .a. 1414-1492),
is to be found the highest and noblest presentation of Sufi philo-
sophy and ethics. The central doctrine of Sufiism is that of the
immanence of God, both in Nature and in the heart and mind of
man. Unfortunately its tendency has been to over-emphasize
this fact until the necessary distinction between God and the
individual is lost sight of. Thus an early Sufi, Huseyn ibn
Mausur, known as Hallctj (tenth century a.a.), went so far as to
declare “ 1 am the Truth ”—that is “ | am God "—during a
condition of religious ecstasy. For this he was tortured to death
by the orthodox followers of the Prophet.

To the Sufi poets, God is Absolute Beauty, the One Only
Beloved ; and this idea permeates their writings. These are,
as might be expected, highly allegorical in form, making large
use of sensuous images to give expression to spiritual aspirations

and ideas. To the Sufi poets, human love is*the symbol of that
263
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love which is divine, and in all things beautiful of this earth they
behold only the reflection of the divine beauty. " The Absolute
Beauty,” writes Jdmi, “ is the Divine Majesty endued with power

and bounty. Every beauty and perfection manifested in the
theatre of the various grades of beings is a ray of His perfect
beauty reflected therein. It is from these rays that exalted souls
have received their impress of beauty and their quality of per-
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feetion.”* To become one with the Divine Beloved is the sole
aim of the true Sufi, and in comparison with this end he values
all else as worthless. “ Look not in the world for bliss and for-
tune,” writes Jalcdu ’'d-Din Rumi, " since thou wilt not find
them ; seek bliss in both worlds by serving Him.” f

It must be confessed, however, that, speaking generally,.
Sufiism, as represented hv the various orders of Dervishes in

Mevlevl Neophyte learning the Devr. (Fig. 2)

(From " Mysticism anJ Maate in Lurhy,” by .. M. /. Garnett. Published by
Sir lIsaac Pitman & Sons, | td.)

modern times, has considerably declined from these ancient ideals.
As Prof. E. G. Browne remarks, “ Many perfect Sufis arc to be
found amongst the Dervishes, but too often the dervish dress is

* From the Lawa'ih. Sec F. H. Davis, The Persian Mystics, vol. ii.,

Jdmi (1908), p. 57.
f From the Divdni Shamsi Tabriz. See F. H. Davis, The Persian

Mystics, vol. i.. Jahilu 'd-Di:i Rumi (1907), pp. fio and 61.
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but a new kind of formalism, even when it be not (as it sometimes
is) a cloak for idleness, antinomianism and even libertinism.”*

There are in existence at the present time a very large number
of different Dervish orders, of which, perhaps, the Mevlevis
(founded by Jalalu 'd-Din ROmi) and the Rufa'is (founded by
Seyyid Achmet Rufa in the twelfth century a.a.) are the most
important.f Their monasteries or Tckkehs are very numerous.
That of the Mevlevi Order at Salonica is shown in the illustra-
tion (Fig. 1). The central building is known as the " Hall of

The Devr of the Mevlei Order. (Fig. .?)
<rom “ Mysticism and Magic in Turkey” by !.. M.]. Garnett Published by Sir Isaac Pitman & Sens, Itd.)

* “ Sufiism,” by Prof. E. G. Browne, Religious Systems of the World
(»905). P- 3*4-

t For our information concerning the Dervishes in modern times and
for the illustrations appearing in this article we are indebted to Mysticism
and Magic in Turkey: an Account of the Religious Doctrines, Monastic
Organization, and Ecstatic Powers of the Dervish Orders, by Lucy M. J.
Garnett ; cr. 8vo, pp. X + 202 + 12 plates (London : Sir Isaac Pitman &
Sons, Ltd., 1, Amen Corner, E.C. Price 6s. net), a very interesting
volume by a lady thoroughly well acquainted with all matters concerning
modem Turkey. To this work we can confidently recommend readers
who may require further information on the subject in question.
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Celestial Sounds,” and it is here that the Dervishes meet for
public worship and the performance of their religious dancing.
Its interior is marked by extreme simplicity.

A new member is only admitted to a Dervish Order after a
fairly long probationary period (nearly three years in the case of

A Rufai, or “ Howling" Dervish. (Fig. 4)

(FromJ\Mysiicism and Matte tn Turkeyby L. M. J. Garnett. Published by
Sir Imac Pitman & Sons, iJd.)

the Mevlevis). This period is divided into seven stages, through
which the neophyte is advanced in accordance with the dreams
and visions he experiences. During his probationary period he
is obliged to act as a servant to the other inmates of the Tekkch,
whose precincts he is not generally allowed to leave until he be-
comes a full member of the Order. His religious exercises con-
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sist in repetitions of the attributes of God, prayer and fasting.
In the case of certain Orders he has also to become proficient in
their religious dancing (Fig. 2). Meanwhile, he is instructed in
the philosophy and ethics of Sufiism. He is finally received by
the Sheykh (or principal of the Tekkeh) and made a full member,
each Order having its own ceremony of initiation. The vow of
celibacy is not obligatory, and is not, as a matter of fact, very
frequently taken. The married dervishes live with their wives,
only sleeping at their Tekkeh on certain occasions.

The mode of worship of some of the Orders of Dervishes is of
a purely contemplative nature, and the devotions of such are
private. But in the case of certain other orders, dancing plays
an essential part in their religious services, and the public are
admitted to witness such performances. The dance or devr of
the Mevlevis (Fig. 3) consists of rapid gyrations continued for
about ten or fifteen minutes and generally twice repeated. The
younger dervishes are frequently able to perform these gyrations
with considerable rapidity ; in spite of this they are said to show
no signs of fatigue or giddiness.

The performances of the Rufel'is or “ Howling Dervishes "
are even more remarkable. These dervishes, after having
worked themselves to a sufficient pitch of religious frenzy by
violent agitations of the body and shoutings of Allah! Allah!
and Yd Hoof (* O Him!”), mutilate themselves with red-hot irons,
eagerly plunging them into their flesh or placing them in their
mouths. After the performance, their wounds are anointed with
the spittle of their Sheykh, and according to Muhammadan wit-
nesses, no trace of any wound or burn remains after twenty-four
hours. This testimony may not be altogether erroneous ; since
it does seem to be a fact—extraordinary and well-nigh inexplic-
able— that in certain conditions of the mind the body is capable
of withstanding the effects of fire. The chapter on Fire-walking
in Mr. Andrew Lang’s Magic and Religion (1901) contains a good
deal of valuable information bearing on this matter.

As might be expected, the dervish Sheykhs whilst alive, and
their tombs when dead, are credited with all sorts of magical
powers by the more superstitious Muslims. Probably some of
the Skeykhs have a practical knowledge of certain of the arcane
forces of the mind which modern science is only just beginning
to study under the names of hypnotism, telepathy, etc., but un-
doubtedly most of the marvellous stories related of them have
been gradually evolved from the imaginations of successive re-
lators.
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The following may, perhaps, be regarded as a case of tele-
pathy. The celebrated Sheykh Seyyid Burhi-nu ’d-Din, had in
his younger days been a pupil of Bahau ’d-Din Veled, the
father of Jalilu ’'d-Din Rumi. On one occasion during a
lecture, he suddenly stopped and with tears exclaimed * Alas !
my master has passed away from this Tabernacle of Dust to the
Abode of Sincerity !” The time of this utterance was noted
down, and found, afterwards, to tally exactly with that of the
death of Bahau ’'d-Din Veled, which had occurred in another
town.

The story related by Bahau 'd-Din of himself and his spiritual
master Sheykh Sa’ed ed Din of Kashgar, if true, is certainly a re-
markable case of will power. It is to the effect that these two
Sufis, seeing a couple of men wrestling, decided to aid by their
wills first one and then the other. The one they aided invariably
proved the victor for the time being.

We will conclude our remarks with the following amusing
legend, comment on which is needless. A certain dervish set
out on a pilgrimage riding a donkey given to him by his Sheykh.
The donkey died. The dervish having buried it, announced
that the grave was that of a pious companion. Charitable passers-
by soon gave him sufficient money to erect a turbch or tomb over
the grave, of which he made himself guardian. In time, the
turbeh became a noted place of pilgrimage, and many miracles
of healing were performed there. The old Sheykh, hearing of
its fame, paid it a visit, and recognized his erstwhile disciple.
The latter, upon questioning, confessed that it was only the don-
key that was buried beneath the turbch. As the old Sheykh did
not appear to be much disconcerted by this confession, the dis-
ciple asked who was buried under his master’s turbch : it was the
parent of his own ass !
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DOES EGYPTIAN MAGIC STILL EXIST?*

MRS. FRANK CURRER JONES.

I THINK an account of an experience my husband, myself
and my little boy had in the autumn of 1909 in an hotel in
Egypt may be of interest. For obvious reasons | shall not
mention the name of the hotel. | shall merely say it is not
the one from which I am writing. My husband’s and my room
opened into our little boy’s room ; this was the only exit we
had. The door of our boy’s room opened into a long passage ;
two of his windows and one of ours opened on to a flat roof. At
night we securely fastened the outside shutters, so that they
could only be opened with some difficulty from the inside; the
passage door was locked, but the windows, and the door between
the bedrooms, were always left wide open.

One morning, after we had been in the hotel about ten days,
one of the pair of socks my husband had taken off the evening
before, and had placed on the back of a cushioned chair, was
missing. We all hunted all over the room, but the sock could not
be found. The following morning exactly the same thing occurred,
— one sock was missing from the same place. As this also could not
be found by us, we had the room thoroughly swept and searched;
but neither the Arab nor the German chamber-maid could find
either of the missing socks. The following morning, one sock of
another pair, placed in the same position, was missing. After
much hunting by ourselves and the chamber-maid, the socks which
had disappeared on the previous three nights were found; the
one which had disappeared on the second night was found on the
roof some distance away, and those which had disappeared on the
first and third nights were found woven in and out of the webbing
under the seat of the cushioned chair, on the back of which they
had been placed.

The next night we pinned the socks on the back of the chair
with steel pins about four inches in length, with large heads. We
watched that night, but, unfortunately, could see nothing, as the
electric light was always turned off before midnight. However,

* The first part of this record was published as a letter in the Selbome

Magazine and Nature Notes of January, 1910.
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about 3.30a.m. my boy and | heard aslight rustling sound. We
immediately jumped up and felt for the socks, which were both
there. At dawn both had disappeared. One pin was lying on
the floor by the chair, while the other pin was stuck upright in the
top of the chair but bent in the middle, so that the one half was at
right angles to the other half. The ashes from my husband's
pipe on the dressing-table were upset, so alsowas a glass for eye-
lotion. Nothing could be found.

The next night flour was sprinkled outside, on the flat roof, so
that it would be marked by the footsteps of any animal that
should pass; and the head-waiter also kept watch. The follow-
ing morning no socks were taken, my husband having put them
away; but the ashes from one of his pipes were scattered over
the dressing-table : another pipe and a silver pencil case, which
also had been left on the dressing-table, had disappeared, as also
the silver top of one of my dressing-bag bottles. The curious part
about this latter disappearance was that the top had been picked
off without the bottle being moved. This could plainly be seen;
because the pipe ashes were sprinkled all about; but, on lifting the
bottle, a completely clean round spot was disclosed. There were no
footmarks on the flour, nor did the head-waiter see anything. After
much hunting, the pencil case was found on the floor in our
boy’s room ; my silver top was found under his dressing-table ;
one of the missing socks of the day before was found on the top of
his wardrobe, under a bolster which had been there for some days;
and the other missing sock was found some distance away on
the flat roof; but the curious part was that, in spite of the wrench
which the sock must have had, which the sharp bend in the pin
made clearly evident, there was no hole in either sock. The pipe
was not found till the afternoon, when our little boy found it on
the iron laths of his bedstead, under the spring mattress of the bed.
It was most carefully placed, exactly balanced so that it should not
fall, —with the bowl where the laths crossed, and the stem of the
pipe along one of the laths.

The following night we shut the door between the two rooms,
and also one of the three windows opening on to the roof. We left
the pipe under the bed where it was found, in order to see what
would happen. The next morning the pipe was found on the
dressing-table, with the bowl propped up between two brushes, and
the stem standing up against the mirror. In all we had seven
visitations ; and then they stopped as suddenly and unaccountably
as they had begun. | must not omit to mention that we had a
rat trap set in our rooms every night after the first two; and
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every morning it was down, but empty, and the cheese was un-
touched. We none of us walk in our sleep ; there were no rats
about; and, even if there had been, no animal could, we think,
have passed through the closed and tightly fastened outside
1 shutters ; for the pieces of wood were so exceptionally close, that
a bee stuck one day when it tried to pass through. No hole was
found anywhere in the room, and we blocked up the crack under
the door opening into the passage. Of course the Arabs declared
the devil was about. No one to whom we have told the story,
or who had anything to do with it, can offer any satisfactory ex-
planation. We know positively that none of ourselves did it in
sleep; but even this would 