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NOTES OF THE MONTH

THERE has been, and still is, so much loose thinking in the
field of psychical inquiry that it is refreshing to meet with any
serious attempt to get a grip of the facts and find the real
meaning underneath the vague verbiage that so constantly over-
lays and obscures them. Difficult therefore to follow as Pro-

fessor Hyslop at times is in his latest book on

THE BORDER- 1o Borderland of Psychical Research,* one feels

LAND OF . . - .
the sense of a man who is seriously wrestling with
PSYCHICAL . . .
his subject, and not darkening counsel by mag-
RESEARCH.

niloquent phrases or leaving an impression
behind of blurred outlines like a landscape seen through a winter
fog. There are indeed some who seem to think that all things
connected with this Borderland ought to be looked at through
frosted glasses or through some sort of veil of mysterious haze.
The territory of the supernormal is a land of mystery, and to ex-
amine its mountains, capes and promontories with the clear
critical eye of the Scientist is to them a thing little short of pro-
fanation. Take thy shoes from off thy feet, they Seem to say in
effect, for the place whereon thou standest is hallowed, ground.
Needless to say the Scientist keeps on his hat and slippers, and in

* The Borderland of Psychical Research. By Professor James Hyslop.

G. P. Putnam's Sons, London. H. B. Turner & Co., Boston, UF.S.A.
n
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all probability roundly declares there is nothing there, because
he himself cannot see it in the fog. But at least he does not gape
in wonder at the subjective phantoms of his own imagination.
His is at any rate the attitude of mind that will find the truth, if
once you can induce him to give the facts a fair hearing. But
too often he is like a man who has tasted margarine, and forth-
with roundly denies the existence of butter in the market. Truly
in the so-called Occult World the margarine shops are doing a
brisk trade, and shilling handbooks, written by the uneducated
for the uneducated, preaching an easy road to omnipotence, are
to be seen at every street comer.

In Occultism— the true Occultism—that blessed word Meso-
potamia has no blessedness, and texts from the Bible or any
other sacred book will secure no immunity from
Versus t_he consequences of misconduct. The incanta-

tions of charlatans or the texts of the orthodox
INCANTATIONS. - .

are the stock-in-trade of the superficial poser.
What matter if he dons the badge of orthodox or occult to hide
his true name of hypocrite ?

The dogmatism of the orthodox and the dogmatism of the
latest religion of New Thought that has taken a popular fancy
captive are after all both dogmatism. They differ only in the
minor details, and like “ The Colonel’s lady and Judy O’Grady ”
are “ sisters under their skin.” The man who lives the life
equally with the man who thinks straight and thinks logically
will have nothing of either one or the other. To the true Scientist
and d fortiori to the true Occultist they are the accursed thing—
the counterfeit of the Truth. And thus we come to a very differ-
ent classification of mankind to that of the average man in the
street, who takes the label as index of the contents of the bottle,
and the clothes as the token of the man within. So in the attempt
to discover Truth, or to come to particulars, in the attempt to
ascertain the real facts in any particular case in a world where
Truth is always somewhat like a needle in a haystack, the
straightest of all straight tips is this: “ Classify your facts accord-
ing to their essential characteristics.”

Nowhere is classification more important than in the field
of Psychical Research, the clue to the true character of the
phenomenon frequently lying in just this exact
TIONS AND careful classification. Two long chapters in

ILLUSIONS Erofessor Hy_slop’s book are de\_/ote_d to the sub-
" ject of “ lllusions ” and “ Hallucinations,” and the
distinctions which he draws between superficially similar experi-

OCCULTISM

HALLUCINA-
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ences for the purpose of noting essential differences are well worth
following with care. My recollection is that Dr. Brierre de Bois-
mont, the celebrated French “ mad doctor ”—meaning of course
that his patients were mad, not himself— distinguished illusions
from hallucinations on the ground that the former were the
result of seeing an object and mistaking it for something entirely
different to what it actually was, while the latter were the result
of mistaking figments or phantasms of the brain for actual
tangible objects or people. Thus if you come into a moonlit
room and mistake a white shirt, say, hung over the end of a chair,
for an apparition, you are the victim of an illusion. But if you
are walking along the street and see a person in front of you
who vanishes as you approach, you are labouring under an hal-

lucination. In this sense the two Irishmen who

A STORY - - .
met on Westminster Bridge in the old story were

WITH A - S L

MORAL both victims of an illusion. 441 was going,” said

the narrator of the episode, 4over Westminster
Bridge the other day, and | met Pat Hewins. 4Hewins,’ says
I, “how areyou ?’ ‘ Pretty well,” says he, *thank you, Donelly.’
*Donelly,” says I, 4that’s not my name.” 4Faith, no more is
mine Hewins,” says he. So we looked at each other again, and
sure enough it turned out to be nayther of us ! ”

Professor Hyslop does not allude to this definition, but dif-
ferentiates hallucinations * as being more or less permanent
aberrations of function, while illusions tend to be of a more
temporary and less serious character, and more easily allied
to the normal in their nature. Probably the Professor is, in the
main, right when he says that * in illusion the primary source
of error is mistaken judgment and in hallucination abnormal
sensory action more or less organically aberrant.” But the
phrase 4organically aberrant ” is sometimes too strong. Take,
for instance, any ordinary case of suggestion or auto-suggestion.
The suggestion merely produces a temporary aberration in the
sense affected, as when a subject is hypnotized and told, say,
that a glass of water is a cup of coffee or a glass of champagne.
The result of the suggestion is indeed to create a sense-aberration,
but only for the time that the subject is under control. We are
however, quite justified in describing this as * hallucination,”
though, accepting Brierre de Boismont’s (I think) less satisfactory

* Professor Hyslop is careful to say that he does not wish to beg
the question of the reality of spirits by this definition. Personally,
however, he inclines to suggestion by telepathy as the explanation of
all non-subjective apparitions whether of the living or dead.



64 THE OCCULT REVIEW

definition, the experience would fall under the head of illusions.
The same is, of course, the case with the victim of auto-suggestion.
I remember (and my experience in the matter is by no means
unique) taking powders in raspberry jam as a child.* The
result of this was that for some six years subsequently 1 could
never touch raspberry jam without the jam
tasting so strongly of the powder (which, of course,
was not there) as to make me feel positively
sick. This was obviously a case of hallucination
arising from auto-suggestion. | give these instances here as
they will throw a clear light on what is the essential element in
every hallucination properly so called. A hallucination is a
sense-perception to all appearance like any other, but the stimulus
or cause is not to be met with in the object which excites the
sensation, or which appears to do so. In the latter instance
given, the hallucinatory impression would be corrected by the
sense of sight which would fail to detect any powder in the jam,
butonly as far as the judgment was concerned. In the former,
the hypnotiser’s suggestion would naturally (but not necessarily)

control sight and taste as well. “ The hallu-

THE POTENCY
OF AUTO-
SUGGESTION.

TASTE A o - .
cination then is” (to quote our author again)
MENTAL “ . L L
exactly like the sensation in its subjective na-
CONCEPT.

ture, but is quite different in its causal relations.”
In other words, “ its cause or stimulus is not determinately
related to its occurrence.” The external stimulus producing
the sensation should be the powder in the jam. The powder is
not there, but the sensation is reproduced exactly as if it were.
By what ? This question takes me altogether outside the range
of Professor Hyslop’s observations. But it arises out of them
in logical sequence and clearly demands an answer. Perhaps,
indeed, that answer may throw more light on the whole problem
before us than is immediately apparent.

Clearly there is no powder and clearly (I speak from the plainest
recollection which others can also confirm) the sensation is abso-
lutely the same as if there were. The sensation then is the pro-
duct of mind action exerted by the association of ideas as sug-
gested by the raspberry jam. In other words, the sense of taste
is produced purely and entirely by the action of the mind, in
what would usually be considered a normal state, acting upon
the palate without the intermediary of the substance in which

* | have had this paralleled by an exactly similar experience, in
which, however, chocolate not jam was the medium.
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(according to the man in the street) the actual taste would be
held to reside. Does not this suggest that the taste of the powder
was never really in the powder at all, but was actually a mental
suggestion interpreted in terms of taste by the palate ? True,
the particular taste is usually mentally associated with that

particular powder, but that this is in a sense

OACNCI;JLTTSE'\A a mere accident is clearly proved by the fact
SENSES that once the mind got control of the idea it could

equally well be mentally associated with jam or
indeed, presumably, with anything else. In other words, the
taste does not inhere in the powder, but is a matter of
mental association merely. It is, in short (I repeat myself in
order to be absolutely clear), a mind concept interpreted in
terms of taste associated accidentally, at one time with powder,
at another time with jam. This may be a hard saying to
many, but it is the secret that underlies all sense perceptions
whatsoever. It is, in fact, the occult clue to the understand-
ing of them.

All sensations, then, of all the senses are the results of the
action of mind. When | meet a man walking in the street
I do not see the man, I see my mental conception of the
man as interpreted by me in terms of sight.

THE SAME .
And when my friend telepaths to me across the
KEY UNLOCKS : L
Atlantic, the thought he conveys to me is inter-
ANOTHER - ;
DOOR preted by my association of ideas through the

medium of the sense of sight in terms of his
corporeal likeness.  Alive, or dead, should | expect to see him
naked ? No! the association of ideas forbids my mind to
conjure him up to me otherwise than he might think of himself
or I might think of him. And thus we get our answer through an
independent train of reasoning to our old question, that stumbling-
block of those who think superficially, “ How can ghosts have
clothes ?”

We begin to realize, then, that there is more in mind and less
in matter than appears at first sight, and possibly the realization
of the effects of mind acting upon mind may carry us a good deal
farther than to-day we wot of. The brain, it has been elsewhere
suggested, is a far more delicate instrument than the apparatus
employed in wireless telegraphy, and if it is less readily manipu-
lated and controlled, there are means we know, outside the
normal, of attuning one mind to the same key as another and of
developing conditions in the receptive mind which shall enable
it to respond automatically to the thoughts of another. The

- Original from
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better attuned the instrument, the more susceptible the mind
of the precipient, the more perfect will be the

H:,\TSOTTLSEM results. It is no news to-day that the most
2 ANCIGS favourable conditions for this state of receptivity

are secured by hypnotism, nor would it at all sur-
prise me, | confess, to learn that these means are resorted to (as
suggested in an article in the current issue) in the case of the
Zancig performances which have created so much interest and
speculation among London audiences from Royalty downwards.
Certainly the discovery of their (assumed) code by one of the best
known London dailies has been one of the most comic fiascoes
of recent years. Never since the discovery of- the authorship of
Shakespeare’s plays by Sir Francis Bacon did the discovered
explanation fail so hopelessly to explain. The reader of the
articles is left wondering whether the critic ever really attended
the performance at all. But perhaps his articles may be ex-
plained by the fact that he had himself been previously hypnotised
by the Editor.

The occurrence of the earthquake at Kingston, Jamaica, on

January 15, serves to recall to mind the observa-
the Jamaica tjong which j ma(je in the May, 1906, issue of the

earthquake.gqccult review j there referred to the coin-

cidence of the epidemic of earthquakes which took place during
the early months of 1906, and suggested that this remarkable
visitation was not unconnected with the opposition of the planets
Uranus and Neptune, which was occurring again after the long
interval of 170 years. My view that this was the case was borne
out among other things by the accentuation of this opposition on
the exact date of the San Francisco earthquake, by the mutual
square of Mercury (stationary) to the opposing planets. It
followed, if this opinion were correct, that a fresh earthquake
epidemic would coincide with the winter 1906-7. The fact that
this has actually taken place lends confirmation to the theory.
On Sunday, January 13, | was discussing this question with some
friends of mine* in connexion with the forthcoming eclipse of the
Sun, and | pointed out that there was a strong probability
that this eclipse would bring out the seismic effects of the
recurring opposition. As a matter of fact the earthquake at
Jamaica followed within twenty-four hours. It was one
of Commander Morrison’s observations that *“ earthquakes
followed on the heels of eclipses.” The opposition of Uranus

*Mr.T. H. Lyon, architect, of 148, High Street, Kensington, London,
and two young friends of his.
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and Neptune owing to the frequent retrograde motion of
these planets, from the point of view of the earth spectator,
when once it takes place after the regular cycle of 170 years,
necessarily repeats itself on numerous successive occasions.* The
exact opposition this winter coincides with the end of January
and the beginning of February, but the proximate opposition is in
force for fully three months. The astrologer alone, among
men of science, is on the track of the true method for predicting
earthquakes, but it is imperative to avail ourselves of modern
discoveries in conjunction with the traditional knowledge
handed down by our forefathers. Without these many of the
most valuable data for prognosticating will be overlooked. For
instance, in the present case there are naturally no references
to either of the planets Uranus or Neptune in the old astro-
logical libraries, and consequently no definite instructions for
prognostications based upon their relative position.

I print a letter on a later page of the current issue of the
Occult Review from the Rev. G. H. Johnson,
Vicar of Keston, in criticism of the attitude taken
up by me in a recent issue, relative to the alleged
discrepancy between the teaching of Jesus Christ
and modem orthodox Christianity. | need hardly say that
I welcome all fair-minded criticism, from this or any other stand-
point. | had reserved a paragraph in the present number for
a reply to Mr. Johnson’s letter. 1 find however, in going care-
fully through the points raised that so small a space is totally
inadequate to deal with the matter. | am therefore obliged
to hold over a detailed reply till next month. In the mean-
time, | feel that perhaps it will clear the ground somewhat, to
make one or two personal observations. My correspondent
complains that “ | take a tone which is hardly shared by the
prize essayist or Mr. Christie Murray.” With regard to the latter’s
article I should to a certain extent plead guilty to this charge.
Much as | admire Mr. Christie Murray’s writing, and great as
is the sympathy which | have for his general intellectual stand-
point, 1 felt that the tone of (shall I say ?) veiled orthodoxy
which he adopted, was not quite that which | wished to appear
as the official attitude of the Occurt Review to the question
at issue. | therefore thought it best to make my own position
clear, but certainly nothing was farther from my intention than

*The next opposition occurs in June, and as Uranus is stationary in
April, and conjoined with Mars in the summer it is quite probable that

this year will be an even worse year for earthquakes than 1906. In any
case frequent recrudescences of the epidemic are to be anticipated.

FROM THE
CAMP OF THE
ORTHODOX.
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to adopt a *“ contemptuous” tone towards orthodoxy. Of
course in writing Notes of the Month, | naturally adopt a lighter
style than 1 should if | were inditing an article, and it is per-
haps this which has given an impression of flippancy— quite unin-
tended— to my correspondent. | do not think, however, that
Mr. Johnson is justified in saying that | take a really different
attitude to the prize essayist, though naturally my object was
not simply to say “ ditto ” to Miss Joynt. In this connexion,
however, | would mention that a complaint reaches me from
another quarter, that the main merits of Miss Joynt’s com-
positions lie in the fact that it so happens that she sees eye to
eye with the Editor. This criticism can | think be left to answer
the other. <At the same time it stands to reason that there is,
and must inevitably be, a certain justification for criticisms of
this kind, and this is my reason for invariably asking a second
opinion. It has always seemed to me to be one of the misfortunes
of the Anglican Church that they are bound by a set of doctrines
or dogmas, which in the view of a very large and not the least
intelligent portion even of their own congregations, were not in
reality those of Jesus Christ at all. It is quite obvious, in spite
of the Rev. Father Ignatius, that people who like the Rev. R. J.
Campbell aim at following what they believe to be the model of
Christ’s teaching, are quite as much justified in calling themselves
Christians, as are those of the so-called orthodox persuasion.
Another Magic Mirror has found its way to the offices of the
Occult Review. When I first saw a specimen of the Indian Fakir
Mirror, 1 was at once reminded of the porridge bowls out of which
the three bears in the fairy tale used to con-

A::&;TCER sume their breakfasts. The illustration in the
MIRROR advertisement at the end of this number gives a

good idea of its size, but does not show the
magnificent circular lid painted in red and yellow, the object of
which is, not to keep the bears’ porridge warm, but to retain
and concentrate the magnetism of any article put inside, so
that on looking into the mirror afterwards the vision seen will
take colour from the character and features of the wearer of the
article. The mirror is, of course, black within, and the specimen
inspected some io£ inches across. Truly the most magnificent
thing of the kind |1 have yet seen, and reflecting great credit
on Professor Zazra’'s ingenuity.

I am desired to state that the review in last number of Mr.
A. E. Waite’s * Strange Houses of Sleep ” was by Madame de
Steiger. Her name was struck out by a printer’s error.
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FOUR RECENT BOOKS ON WILLIAM
BLAKE*.

Br ERIC MAOLAGAN

IT has been said that those who talk overmuch of the faeries,
and reveal too curiously the privacy of the secret Common-
wealth, feel the tongue in their mouth grown heavy like a stone
for impediment to their readiness of speech. We may wonder
sometimes if for a like reason the great mystics of the West are so
apt to hide in their writings, as if by some deliberate obscurity,
the light which has shone in their own hearts, and which they
cannot but struggle to transmit to a blind and heedless world.

It is as if the curse had come on each of them in a different
form : on Erigena, struggling with a language grown with disuse
unapt for his lonely thought; on Meister Eckehart, “ from whom
God hid nothing,” but who was forced to wrestle with a new speech
and an old philosophy before he could utter his revelations; on
Boehme, clutching in his unlettered enthusiasm at half under-
stood phrases and the riddling vocabulary of the alchemists; on
Swedenborg, with the bitterness and prejudices of an arid theology,
the unrestrained diffuseness that fills a shelf with his volumes.
But of all those who have formulated for themselves a system of
speculative mysticism none is so uncompromisingly difficult
of access as Blake : and it is little short of amazing that, although
in addition to the tangled obscurity of the Prophetical Books we
must also reckon with their extreme rarity and the lack of any
complete and readily legible edition of them, yet the supreme
interest of his thought has won an ever increasing number of
readers and writers to their study, while book after book ap-
pears dealing with his art, his poetry and his philosophy.

e The Life of William Blake, by Alexander Gilchrist. Edited, with an
Introduction, by W. Graham Robertson. London, John Lane, The Bodley
Head ; New York, John Lane Company.

William Blake, Vol. I. Illlustrations of the Book of Job, with General
Introduction by Lawrence Binyon. Methuen and Co., 36, Essex Street,
W.C.

The Poetical Works of William Blake. Edited by Edwin J. Ellis. 2vols.
London, Chatto and Windus, 1906.

The Letters of William Blake; together with a Life by Frederick
Tatham. Edited by Archibald G. B. Russell. Methuen and Co., 36,

Essex Street, W.C., London.
]
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The foundation of all knowledge of Blake is in Gilchrist’s Life,
a book of such honest and touching sympathy that in spite of the
strange condescensions of the author’s manner, and his imperfect
understanding of the poet, it remains after more than forty years
a classical biography. The new edition edited by Mr. W.
Graham Robertson, himself the owner of the finest collection of
Blake’s pictures, is a comely volume enough, though almost
inconveniently bulky: it is reprinted, as far as the biographical
portion is concerned, with little alteration or addition, although
an interesting chapter on the technique of the colour prints may
be found in it, undistinguished by any comment from the original
text; but its chief attraction lies in the numerous illustrations,
many of them reproducing for the first time pictures of the utmost
value. The poems, now easily accessible elsewhere, are omitted.

Another recent contribution to Blake literature is to be found
in Mr. Lawrence Binyon’s sumptuous edition of the engravings
to the “ Book of Job,” introduced by essays on Blake’s poetry
and art which must take their place among the most able and
balanced criticisms that have yet appeared; some of them have
seen the light before, but they are none the less welcome for that in
a permanent form. These engravings mark the highest level of
actual achievement in Blake’s graphicart: in them he was com-
paratively unhampered by the technical disabilities that so often
hinder our pleasure in his painting, and his marvellous gift of
imaginative design is displayed to the fullest perfection. Here,
as ever, the further the subject is removed from the representation
of daily life, the more successful is its visionary realization ; among
the finest of all the plates are those which illustrate the dreams
with which Job was scared upon his bed, the majestic apparition
of God in the whirlwind, the rapturous exultation of the Sons of
God shouting for joy, and the strange peace of the final scene
where Job sits with daughters at his knees in the great house
whose walls are covered with the painted images of his prosperity
and his tribulation.

Simultaneously with these have appeared two books of even
greater interest to all students of Blake as a writer— Mr.
E. J. Ellis’ complete edition of the Poetical Tories, including
all the Prophetical Books (even the prose Marriage of Heaven
and Hell), and Mr. A. G. B. Russell's fascinating collection
of letters, published with Tatham'’s Life of Blake— the one first-
hand biographical document of primary importance, now made
accessible in its entirety for the first time. The former of these,
Mr. Ellis’ edition of the Poetical Works, is indeed a notable

UNIVERS
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achievement, and presents in two handy volumes the whole very
considerable mass of Blake’s writings in verse: several of the
Prophetical Books appear here for the first time in ordinary type.
Besides the text Mr. Ellis has added a number of notes upon the
interpretations of the Prophecies, printed, alas ! in a blindingly
small italic, and scattered through the two volumes in an appar-
ently haphazard way that makes them singularly difficult to
follow, but full of valuable matter: itis indeed a question how
far they would be intelligible to any one who was not already
well acquainted with the full and consecutive exposition of the
symbolical system contained in the three volumes brought out
by the same editor (in conjunction with Mr. W. B. Yeats) in 1893,
but the explanation of the nature of the four Zoas on page xxii.
of the first volume is perhaps as helpful a solution as has yet ap-
peared of the initial difficulty which must have baulked so many
intending Blake students in their researches. Unfortunately the
value of this edition as a work of reference is considerably impaired
by two serious defects. The first and more venial is that it
abounds with misprints— Gamel for Garnett, J. B. for W. B.
Yeats, Malchin for Malkin strike the eye among the proper names,
and Blake’s sufficiently painful doggerel on page 172 of Vol. I
is not improved by spelling Wardle as Warble : while the exquisite
guatrain at the close of the Gray Monk in the preface to the third
chapter of Jerusalem is barbarously mutilated into “ a Year is an
Intellectual thing ” instead of “ a Tear.” Besides many other
such deficiencies the cross-references to lines in the Prophetical
Books are frequently, and in the case of Vala almost invariably,
wrongly given : in the latter indeed they seem to refer not to the
present text but to the somewhat different one published in the
former three-volume edition. It may also be mentioned that
neither the extra page to Urizen given in Muir’s facsimile, nor the
page, probably belonging to America, sold in a London auction
room in 1904, have been included, though an additional page to
Milton appears here for the first time.

This is bad enough, and though the present writer, as himself
an editor of Blake, is only too conscious of the difficulty of
avoiding similar misprints and omissions, the proportion in the
present volumes seems unduly large ; but still more disastrous
are the deliberate alterations which the editor has introduced
into the text of the poems that Blake left in manuscript. That
the addition and removal of words to satisfy a consistent rhythmi-
cal scheme can be held to constitute an improvement in poetical
guality is more than doubtful: Blake has himself declared in
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Jerusalem his theory of the merit of an elastic verse-form, and
in the books which he engraved so laboriously, especially in those
composed in his latter manner, the variations are extremely
frequent. There is positively no reason to suppose that in
Vala he intended each line to reckon its precise number of sylla-
bles or their metrical equivalent; and in such a finished passage
as the Song of Enitharmon in the Second Night (Vol. II, p. 42)
the alterations—which can be traced in the table given in the
three-volume edition but not repeated here—are without excep-
tion destructive to the subtle harmony of this magnificent poem,
which would almost suffice by itself to ensure a high place for
its writer among the poets of England. No one except Mr.
Ellis has had the opportunity of studying the almost inaccessible
manuscript of Vala at leisure : and it is infinitely to be regretted
that he has not seen fit either to print the text as Blake left
it, leaving readers who feel the itch for emendation to satisfy
it for themselves, or at least to indicate the changes he has
made by some unmistakable typographic device of brackets or
italics. The similar changes in the Poetical Sketches and in the
early poem of The Passions can at least be checked by accessible
and presumably accurate printed versions; but with Vala, a
work of vastly greater importance, we are left altogether to
the tender mercies of the emendator, except by a laborious and
possibly unreliable process of collation with the table already
alluded to in Mr. Ellis’ earlier edition.

Mr. Russell’'s Letters of William Blake, the last and un-
doubtedly the most generally interesting of the books on our
list, is a model of what such an edition should be. The letters
are printed in chronological order (preceded by Tatham’s Life),
and the careful and scholarly notes compress into little room an
infinite treasure of elucidation. Whether on matters of actual
fact or on the suggested interpretation of such symbolical expres-
sions as occur in the letters, the editor writesasonewith authority:
particularly valuable for Blake students are the references to the
Prophetical Books, to which these letters supply in many cases
an invaluable key. Any one who will follow out these notes to
the delightful poem contained in a letter to Thomas Butt, printed
on page 108, will inevitably be convinced of the consistency and
interest of Blake’s system of symbolism, and one such analysis
will throw floods of light on many passages in the earlier poems
which certainly conveyed to the mind of the writer a meaning
far profounder than the ordinary reader is likely to perceive.
But besides their value from the side of mystical interpretation.
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these letters give the most immediate and uninterrupted view
of a personality of almost indescribable charm. Page after page
shines with the light of his childlike enthusiasm, as he rises on
the winged horses of his hope which were so often to fail beneath
him and to plunge him in the very Slough of Despond. The
first letter written from Felpham breathes the very spirit and
ecstacy of the country as seen by the eyes of a Londoner bom and
bred: and how touching is the contrast of those other letters
written three years later, when Blake looks forward with an equal
delight to his return from exile to London, where the true business
of his spiritual life lay.

What a curious light is cast upon his eager sympathy
with all who were labouring in any fashion to * build Jerusalem,”
and to assert the truths of the supra-sensual life, in the hitherto
unpublished letter (p. 197) to Richard Phillips, the editor of the
Monthly Magazine—

14th October, 1807.

“Sir,—A circumstance has occurred which has again raised
my indignation.

“1 read in the Oracle and True Briton of 13th October,
1807, that a Mr. Blair, a surgeon, has, with the cold fury of
Robespierre, caused the police to seize upon the person and goods
or property of an astrologer, and to commit him to prison. The
man who can read the stars often is oppressed by their influence,
no less than the Newtonian who reads not and cannot read is
oppressed by his own reasonings and experiments. We are all
subject to error ; who shall say, except the natural religionists,
that we are not all subject to crime ?

“ My desire is that you would inquire into this affair and that
you would publish this in your Monthly Magazine. | do not
pay the postage of this letter, because you, as Sheriff, are
bound to attend to it.

“William Blake.”

Even more attractive is the dignified irony of his two letters
to the Rev. Dr. Trusler, a clergyman who “ moralized ” Hogarth,
and wrote a book with the sympathetic title oi The Way to be
Rich and Respectable (pp. 57-64) —

“ | feel that a man may be happy in this world, and 1 know
that this world is a world of imagination and vision. 1 see
everything | paint in this world, but everybody does not see
alike. To the eyes of a miser a guinea is far more beautiful than
the sun, and a bag worn with the use of money has more beauti-
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ful proportions than a vine filled with grapes. The tree which
moves some to tears of joy is in the eyes of others only a green
thing which stands in the way. ... As a man is, so he sees.
As the eye is formed, such are its powers. ... | am happy to
find a great majority of fellow mortals who can elucidate my
visions, and particularly they have been elucidated by children,
who have taken a greater delight in contemplating my pictures
than | even hoped. Neither youth nor childhood is folly or
incapacity. Some children are fools, and so are some old men.
But there is a vast majority on the side of imagination or spiritual
sensation.”

To this delightful letter, of which every line might well be
guoted, the *“ rich and respectable ” recipient has appended
his comment— “ Blake, dim’'d with superstition.”

Here then is an ample mass of material for research : and
there remains opportunity enough for future workers. There
has never been a Blake Society— for which perhaps there might
eventually be found a place—nor has a religious body grouped
itself round his memory as with Boehme and Swedenborg.
Indeed, Blake himself would hardly have been well-pleased
with such an honour, and it is probable that not merely his assur-
ance of an unearthly audience for his prophecies, but a deep-
seated distaste for the formalities of law and number prevented
him from delivering his message in a more readily intelligible
form. Much will become clear by further collation of inter-
connected passages ; but the most urgent need—a full and scru-
pulously accurate concordance to the Prophetical Books—
cannot profitably be attempted until definitive and universally
accepted texts of them all are accessible in print. But there is
no reason why this want should not before long be supplied.
Able work is already being done by German writers ; and it is
sincerely to be hoped that the students of mysticism, no less
than the lovers of poetry and design, should devote some part
of their energies to the consideration and elucidation of the one
great English mystic, whose thought is so singularly congenial
to the temper of the present age: the one great mystic of all
time who has chosen for his vehicle no mortal system of dogma
or metaphysic, but an immortal art.
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A SUGGESTED EXPLANATION OF THE
ZANCIG THOUGHT-READING
MYSTERY

By LEO CABAS.

ON Monday, January 7th, my attention was first seriously drawn
to the Thought Reading Mystery at the Alhambra, London by a
leading article in the Daily Mail of that date, in which the writer
announced that the Society for Psychical Research had deter-
mined to officially investigate Mr. and Mrs. Zancig’s interesting
performance. And on the evening of the same day | decided
to make my way to Leicester Square and judge for myself.

I took my seat with a perfectly open mind, my judgment
having been in no way prejudiced by any previous knowledge
of the theories advanced in explanation of the facts. My
decision at the close was that the Zancigs are giving a
genuinely scientific exhibition of thought reading, and that they
use no code, signal, nor any kind of appliance whatever peculiar
to the trick performers.

In his brief opening speech Mr. Zancig says : “ We do not
claim to read your mind, and there is nothing supernatural con-
nected with our work. Everything you see, although you may
deem it remarkable, is perfectly natural, and you will note that
we accomplish nothing that you have not already accomplished
yourselves, to a certain extent, in your own homes, and amongst
your friends. You have, perhaps, had the experience, or noticed
it in others, of two persons saying the same thing together.
You are amazed, and say, *That is strange; | was going to
say the same thing!’”

We can all more or less corroborate this last statement of Mr.
Zancig’s, and the explanation to my mind is to be found in a
momentarily telepathic unison or sympathy between the brains
concerned. Further, my contention is that by frequent hypnotic
control of Madame (presumably a supersensitive subject naturally,
or normally in strong sympathy with himself), Mr. Zancig could
have developed not a passing but a permanent telepathic con-
dition, or ability to read his thoughts, and that only when he

so desired.
n
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Again in his introductory remarks, Mr. Zancig said : “ Now
what | see Madame Zancig sees, and what | know Madame
Zancig knows.” And he humorously added : “ But only what
I wish her to know.” It is an almost invariable peculiarity
of the hypnotic state that the subject attends to the
operator only when his attention is required by the latter. If
actual hypnotic control were necessary during the conduct
of the experiments, Madame could quite easily be thrown into
the sleep-waking state, and without the knowledge of the audience,
by post hypnotic impression, as follows : Assuming Mr. Zancig to
have placed Madame under control in private, he might say :
“ When you are upon the stage, and | among the audience, you
will, directly you hear me say ‘ What is this?’ pass into the
hypnotic state, in which you will be able, as usual, to instantly
read my thoughts, as | so desire. You will be keenly alive to
all that is going on around you, see the humour of any droll
situation, and return to your normal condition when | again
step upon the stage at the conclusion of the experiments, retain-
ing a clear recollection of all that has taken place during such
control.”

In view of the fact that some few Occuirt Review readers
may not be fully acquainted with the peculiarities of post hyp-
nosis, | will here explain that a post hypnotic impression is a
command, or instruction, given to a subject, and whilst the
latter is in the somnambulistic state, to do or to leave undone a
certain thing on his return to conscious life. He will act on the
suggestion either at a vocal or physical (pre-arranged) sign from
the operator, or on the arrival of a certain specified moment of
time. When the said time, or sign, comes before his normal
consciousness, he at once unconsciously passes into the hypnotic
state, in which he executes the given order, and from which, at
the conclusion of the experiment, he returns to his normal con-
dition, if previously so desired. He usually retains no recollec-
tion of the events of such control, but may be instructed to re-
member.

One of the most curious instances on record of post-hypnotic
control is the following. The subject was a young man of Nancy,
France, and a patient at the hospital there. He suffered from
an affection of the sight. On October 12, 1885, he was placed
under hypnotic control by M. Liegeois, and directed by him to
go to M. Liebault, on the same day of 1886, and declare that his
eyes had been well during the whole year. He was then to em-
brace both Liegeois and Liebault; after which he would turn
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to the door and see a man with a frolicsome monkey, dog, and
performing bear enter the room, and give an entertainment. At
the conclusion of the performance he was to borrow ten centimes
from M. Liegeois, with which he would pay the bear proprietor.
This the young man did exactly one year from the date of re-
ceiving the instruction, the impression having slumbered in his
brain during the whole of that period, and no communication
whatever having been held with him in the intervening time.

Madame appears to hear the voice of Mr. Zancig when it is
guite inaudible to that portion of the audience even nearer to
the assumed operator than his subject happens to be. This is
a well-known characteristic of hypnotic control. | urge that Mr.
Zancig could not read Madame’s thoughts were their positions on
the stage and in the auditorium reversed. This would be the case
were Madame the hypnotic subject, and her husband the operator.
Incidentally it may be noted that both performers wear
spectacles of a peculiar shape. In Madame’s case may not this
be designed to hide from view the slightly altered physiological
condition of the eye which occurs when a subject passes under
control?

The literature of Hypnotism contains numerous instances of
isolated experiments almost identical with those now being
conducted at the Alhambra. | herewith give several extracts,
the first being from The Mesmerist's Manual, by George Barth,
published by H. Bailliére, 219, Regent Street, London, W., in
1851.  Under the heading “ Nervous and Cerebral Sympathy,
or Transfer of Sense and Thought,” he says —

The mesmerized subject may have lost all consciousness in his own
person, but be perfectly conscious of that which appeals to the sensational
consciousness of his mesmerizer; or he may remain awake, and this
community of perception exist. It seems as if the individuality of the
subject had merged into that of the operator, or as if the influence of
the operator had paralysed the sensory system of the subject, and
brought his brain into such dose sympathy or association with his own, that
there are two individuals with one brain. [Or as Mr. Zancig quotes on a
leaflet distributed to his audience, “ Two minds with but a single thought.”]
Pinch the subject, he does not feel it; pinch the operator, and the subject
complains of being hurt in that part of his person which corresponds
with the part of the operator hurt. Put rhubarb into the mouth of the
subject, he does not taste it; put rhubarb into the mesmerizer's mouth,
and the subject tastes and names it, imagining that he has it in his own
mouth. When the operator drinks, the subject swallows, and fancies
he is drinking. #

With subjects in this state of association with the mesmerizer it occa-
sionally happens that there is even a community of thought.
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And this singular sympathy between operator and subject may be
confined to their brains respectively, and not extend to the system ol
nerves. Thus the subject perceives the thoughts of the operator, and
may respond to them vocally. [And here the author significantly adds]:—
I have maintained a regularly-connected conversation with a patient with-
out opening my lips. | formed my ideas into sentences as distinctly,
though mentally, as if | had given them vocal utterance or written them
down, and my patient replied vocally and as correctly as if 1 had spoken
them and been heard.

The second illustration | take from * Statuvolism : or Arti-
ficial Somnambulism,” by Wm. Baker Fahnstock, M.D., issued
by the Religio-Philosophical Publishing House, Chicago, 1874,
under the heading Of Reading or Knowing the Mind. The
author says —

I can no longer doubt that some subjects have the extraordinary
power of reading or knowing the mind of any person at pleasure, and can
do so, although the person may be at a distance. This fact, which 1
at one time very much doubted, | was eventually forced to believe. That
they can do this, I am constrained to say | have proved more than a
thousand times. | shall now proceed